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' lt< The first nine fascicules of Protap Chunder Roy’s English trails 
of iherhfahabharata having found their way to New Orleans, w< 
an opportunity to judge of the value and immensity ol the w*dert 
by its results, and to add a few remarks to those already mads 
former article upon the same subject. 

The nine fascicules before us complete the Adi Par va or the ‘ 
Book,” and begin the second, or Sakha Parva ; the Adi Pferva 
forming a volume of about five hundred pages. When it is remen 
that the Mahabharata contains eighteen such books, the magnit 
that enormous epic becomes fully manifest to the imagination, 
completed, the translation will form quite a library.. The pag 
about 16 mo ; and the typographical work is executed in imitai 
the fascicules of the u Bibliotheca Indica. ” * * * 

The translation has been everywhere commended for its fait*' 4 
and smoothness. Of course, it were unreasonable to exp / > 
artistic work in the production of so colossal a translation. 
Foucaux or Pavie, giving years of refined scholarship to the tram 
of a few episodes of the mighty poem, might, indeed, pol* h and 
gracious the language of their pages, even to the point of Hbythir 
.poetical prose : but to translate the whole work on this plan we 
possible. The Orientalist Gold-stucker, who attempted it, died / 
before the work was fairly begtra. Hippolyte Fauche, who unfort 
dy possessed neither the positivism nor the high scruples of true s< 
ship, translated ten volumes indifferently and died leaving near] 
♦of the alloted task undone. Nor does this seem wonderful when 
member that the labor demanded is considerably greater than v 
^required for a complete translation of the Talmud, — a translafcioi 
-does not yet exist in toto . If the student of the Talmud must 
seven years in merely seeking to obtain a general idea of the > 
and the Gamera, and seventy years in mastering Talmudic learnin 
Sanskrit soholar must give an entire ^lifetime to the Mahabhart 
order to analyze it critically. Before this can be done, trans 
must be procurable ; ene must be able to obtain a general knowle 
the literary construction of the epic, and to refer at once to any ; 
which it is desirable to examine. 
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NOTICE. 


After having completed the Adi and Sakha Parvas, in the present 
‘Part I enter upon the Vana , the largest of the eighteen Parvas with the 
single exception of the Santi. My condition now, as I have already said, 
resembles that of a person who after having erossed rivers finds himself 
on the waters of the shoreless main. The Vana appals my spirit by reason 
of its vastness, and fills me with gTeat apprehensions. I ask myself, “ How 
shall I come out of this trackless forest ? Who will lead me through the 
frightful wilderness abounding with all forms of fierceness, from ser- 
pents and tigers and lions to Rdhahasas of grim visage ? * 9 

Regaining my composure, however, I see that I need notbe so very 
much terrified. The same beneficent Hari that conducted the afflicted 
Pandavas from the palpable gloom of the forest into the blessed light 
of day, and who has hitherto watched over me in all my difficulties — diffi- 
culties that would otherwise have paralysed my energies — will certainly 
not forsake me now. Next to the slayer of Madhu, on earth there 
is Her Gracious Majesty the Queen-Empress of India, the incarnate 
Divinity on eartn, as my scriptures teach me, — whose protection I may 
crave and who, interested in all projects of real usefulness to her people, 
will never bear to see a helpless and dutiful subject of hers perish amid 
the dangers indicated, even though these are of his own seeking. Next to 
the Queen-Empress is her representative in this realm, the august digni- 
tary whose glorious privilege it is to exert his beneficent influence in 
administering the affairs of millions of his Imperial Mistress’s subjects, 
and upon whose help I may be permitted to build my hope. Next to 
the Viceroy of India are the Provincial Governors upon whom I may 
rely for succour, persuaded that their kind hearts will not fail to induce 
4hem to come to my rescue in the midst of my difficulties. Next to 
these are the high officials of Government — those satellites that cluster 
round the central luminary, to whose generous sympathy and disinter* 
nested zeal I may look up for aid. Those personages, ever eager to foster 
all that is noble and humanising, will never, I am pursuaded, behold 
me perish in the solitary woods, Next to these, are the illustrious prince*. 
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and chiefs of the land, who would do honor to any country in the world 
for their generous patronage of letters, and who, I am convinced, will 
offer me their gracious assistance. Next to these are the Zemindars 
and merchant-princes of India, the vast body of my countrymen, and, 
1 am proud to say, my countrywomen, who also, I have every faith, will 
never remain idle while I should be toiling in the pathless woods and 
crying for help. 

The Bh&rata Institution has been known to scholars and readers of 
almost all countries. It is not to India alone, therefore, that I look for 
help. I would appeal to every country in the world. “Literature”, I have 
already said, “is a cosmopolitan concern. Vy&sa and V&lmiki lived as 
much for the Hindus as for any other race of men.” Nor have I been 
as yet disappointed in my expectations, in so far as sympathy with my 
labors is concerned. As yet, of all countries, however, America — enlight- 
ened and liberal and generous America,— with a heart brimful of sym- 
pathy for everything that is humanising, has accorded me much en- 
couragement. I am pursuaded that if appealed to, America will stretch 
forth her hand to me in my perils. And judging from the past, Europe 
also, I am confident, will come to my assistance, and serve to make the 
undertaking in which I am engaged a fait accompli. 
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Section I. 


(Aranyalca Parva.) 

Having bowed down to Narayana, and Nara the foremost 
of male beings, and the goddess Saraswati also, must the word 
Jaya be uttered. 

Janamejaya said, “ O thou foremost of regenerate ones, de- 
ceitfully defeated at dice by the sons of Dhritarashtra and their 
counsellors, incensed by those wicked ones that thus brought 
about a fierce animosity, and addressed in language that was 
so cruel, what did the Kuru princes my ancestors — the sons of 
Pritha — (then) do ? How also did the sons of Pritha, equal 
unto Sakra in prowess, deprived of affluence and suddenly 
overwhelmed with misery, pass their days in the forest ? Who 
followed the steps of those princes plunged in excess of afflic- 
tion ? And how did those high-souled ones bear themselves 
and derive their sustenance, and where did they put up ? And, 
O illustrious ascetic and foremost of Brahmanas, how did those 
twelve years (of exile) of those warriors who were slayers of 
foes, pass away in the forest ? And undeserving of pain, how 
did that princess, the best of her sex, devoted to her husbands, 
eminently virtuous, and always speaking the truth, endure that 
painful exile in the forest ? O thou of ascetic wealth, tell me 
all this in detail, for, O Brahmana, I desire to hear thee nar- 
rate the history of those heroes possessed of abundant prowess 
and lustre. Truly, my curiosity is great !” 

Vaisampayana said. “ Thus defeated at dice and incensed 
by the wicked sons of Dhritarashtra and their counsellors, the 
sons of Prithh set out from the city called after the elephant* 
And issuing through the " Vardhamanot ” gate of the city the 



2 


MAnABiiAKAiAi 


Pandavas, bearing their weapons and accompanied by Krishna, 
set out in a northerly direction. And Indrasena and others, 
numbering altogether fourteen and one servants, with their 
wives, followed them on swift cars. And the citizens learning 
of their departure became overwhelmed with sorrow, and began 
to censure Bhishma and Vjdura and Drona and Gautama. And 
having met together they thus addressed one another fear* 
lessly : — 

“ Milas ! Our families, we ourselves, and our homes are all 
gone, when the wicked Duryodhana, backed by the son of Su- 
vala, by Kama, and Duscasana, aspireth to this kingdom. And, 
Oh, our families, our (ancestral) usages, our virtue and pros- 
perity, are all doomed where this sinful wretch supported by 
wretches as sinful aspireth to the kingdom r And, Oh, how can 
happiness be there where these are not ! Duryodhana beareth 
malice towards all superiors, hath taken leave of good conduct, 
and quarreleth with those that are near to him in blood. And 
covetuous and vain and mean, he is cruel by nature. The whole 
earth is doomed when Duryodhana becometh its ruler. Thither, 
therefore, let us proceed whither the merciful and high-minded 
sons of Pandu, with passions under control and victorious over 
foes, and possessed of modesty and renown, and devoted te 
pious practices, repair !’ ” 

Vaisampayana said. “ And saying this, the citizens went 
after the Panda vas, and having met them, they all, with joined 
hands, thus addressed the sons of Kunti and Madri : — 

“ 'Blest be ye r Where will ye go, leaving us in grief? We 
will follow you whithersoever ye will go ! Surely have we been 
distressed upon learning that ye have been deceitfully vanquish- 
ed by relentless enemies ! It behoveth you not to forsake us 
that are your loving subjects and devoted friends always seek- 
ing your welfare and employed in doing what is agreeable 
to you ! We desire not to be overwhelmed in certain destruo 
tion living in the dominions of the Kuru king. Ye hulls 
ttmoqg men* listen as we indicate the merits and demerits 
springing respectively from association with what is good 
mdbaA! As cloth* water, the ground, and sesame seeds are 
perfumed by association with flowers, even so are qualities ever 
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the product of association. Verily, association with fools pro- 
duceth an illusion that entangleth the mind, as daily commu- 
nion with the good and the wise leadeth to the practice of vir- 
tue. Therefore, they that desire emancipation should associate 
with those that are wise and old and honest and pure in con- 
duct and possessed of ascetic merit. They should be waited 
upon whose triple possessions, viz, knowledge (of the Vedas , J 
origin, and acts, are all pure, and association with them is even 
superior to (the study of the) scriptures. Devoid of religious 
wets as we are, we shall yet reap religious merit by association 
with the righteous, as we should come by sin by waiting upon* 
the sinful. The very sight and touch of the dishonest, and con- 
verse and association with them, cause diminution of virtue, 
and men (that are doomed to these) never attain purity of 
soul. Association with the base impaireth the understanding, 
as, indeed, with the indifferent maketb it indifferent, while 
communion with the good ever exalte th it. All those attributes 
which are spoken of in the world as the sources of religious 
merit, of worldly prosperity and sensual pleasures, which are 
regarded by the people, extolled in the Vedas, and approved by 
the well-behaved, exist in you, separately and jointly ! There- 
fore, desirous of our own welfare, we wish to live amongst you 
who possess those attributes r 

“ Yudhishthira said, 'Blessed are we since the people witfe 
the Brahmanas at their head, moved by affection and com- 
passion, credit us with merits wc have not. I, however, 
with my brothers, would ask all of you to do onething. Ye 
should not, through affection and pity for us, act otherwise ! 
0ur grand-father Bhishma, the king, (Dhritarashtra,) Vidura, 
my mother, and most of my well-wishers, are all in the city of 
Hastinapura. Therefore, if minded to seek our welfare, as 
they are overwhelmed with sorrow and afflictions, cherish ye 
them with care, uniting all together. Grieved at our departure, 
ye have come far ! Go ye back, and let your hearts be directed 1 
with tenderness towards the relatives I entrust to you as 
pledges! This, of all others, is the one act upon which my 
heart is set, and by doing this ye would give me great satisfac- 
tion and pay your best regards !’ ” 
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VaisampSyana continued " Thus exhorted by Yudhiahthirtf 
the just, the people in a body set up a loud wail exclaiming, 
9 Alas, 0 king F And afflicted and overwhelmed with sorrow 
on remembering the virtues of Pritha’s son, they unwillingly 
retraced their steps, asking leave of the Pandavas. 

"The citizens having ceased to follow, the Pandavas ascended 
their cars, and setting out reached (the site of) the mighty 
banian called Pramdna on the banks of the Ganges. And 
reaching the site of the banian about the close of day, the 
heroic sons of Pandu purified themselves by touching the 
(sacred) water, and passed the night there. And afflicted 
with woe they spent that night taking water alone as their sole 
sustenance. And certain Brahmanas belonging to both classes, 
viz, those that maintained the sacrificial fire and those that 
maintained it not, who had, with their disciples and relatives, 
out of affection followed the Pandavas thither (also passed the 
night with them). And surrounded by those utterers of Brahma, 
the king shone resplendant in their midst. And in that evening 
hour, at once beautiful and terrible, those Brahmanas, having 
lighted their (sacred) fires, began to chaunt the Vedas and hold 
mutual converse. And those foremost of Brahmanas, with 
swan-sweet voices spent the night, comforting that best of 
Kurus — the king. ” 

And thus ends the first Section in the Aranyaka of the 
Yana Parva. 


Section II. 

(Aranyalca Parva continued .) 

Vaisampayana said. “ When that night passed away and 
day broke in, those Brahmanas who supported themselves by 
mendicancy, stood before the Pandavas of exalted deeds, who 
were about to enter the forest. Then king Yudhishthira, the 
son of Kunti, addressed them, saying, ‘Robbed of our prosperity 
and kingdom, robbed of everything, we are about to enter the 
deep woods in sorrow: depending for pur food, on fruits and 
roots, and the produce of the chase. The forest too is full of 
^dangers, and abounds with reptiles and beasts of prey. It 
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•ppeareth to me that ye will certainly have to suffer much pri* 
vation and misery there. The sufferings of the Brahmanas might 
overwhelm the veiy gods. That they would overwhelm me is 
too certain. Therefore, O ye Brahmanas, go ye back whither- 
soever ye list !* 

“ The Branmanas replied, ‘0 king, our path is even that 
on which ye are for setting out ! It behoveth thee not, there- 
fore, to forsake us who are thy devoted admirers practising the 
true religion! The very gods have compassion upon their 
worshippers, — especially upon Brahmanas of regulated lives !* 

“ Yudhishthira said. ‘Ye regenerate ones, I too am devoted 
to the Brahmanas ! But this destitution that hath overtaken me 
overwhelmed me with confusion ! These my brothers that are 
to procure fruits and roots and the deer (of the forest) are 
stupefied with grief arising from their afflictions and on account 
of the distress of Draupadi and the loss of our kingdom ! Alas 1 
as they are distressed, I cannot employ them in painful tasks t 

“ The Brahmanas said. ‘Let no anxiety, O king, in respect 
of our maintenance, find a place in thy heart ! Ourselves pro- 
viding our own food, we shall follow thee and by meditation 
and saying our prayers we shall compass thy welfare, while by 
pleasant converse we shall entertain thee and be cheered our- 
selves.* 

“ Yudhishthira said, ‘Without doubt, it must be as ye say, 
for I am ever pleased with the company of the regenerate ones ! 
But my fallen condition maketh me behold in myself an object 
of reproach ! How shall I behold you all, that do not deserve to 
bear trouble, out of love for .me painfully subsist upon food 
procured by your own toil ? Oh, fie upon the wicked sons of 
Dhritarashtra !* ” 

Vaisampayana continued. “ Saying this, the weeping king 
sat himself down upon the ground. Then a learned Brahmana, 
Saunaka by name, versed in the philosophy of the soul and 
skilled in the Sanlchya system of yoga , addressed the king, 
saying, ‘Causes of grief by thousands, and causes of fear by 
hundreds, day after day, overwhelm the ignorant but not the 
wise. Surely, sensible men like thee never »*uffer themselves to 
be deluded by acts that are opposed to true knowledge, fraught 
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with ervery kind of evil, and destructive of salvation. O kfixg£ 
tu thee dwelleth that understanding furnished with the eighty 
attributes, which is said to be capable of providing against all 
evils and which resulteth from a study of the SrtUi (Vedas) and 
scriptures ! And men like unto thee are never stupefied, on the* 
tbocession o£ poverty Or on afflictions overtaking their friends, 
through bodily or mental uneasiness ! Listen ! I shall tell thee* 
the slokas which were chanted of old by the- illustrious Janaka* 
touching the subject of controlling the soul ! This world is 
afflicted with both bodily and mental suffering. Listen now 
to the means of allaying it as I indicate them both briefly 
And in detail. Disease, contact with painful things, toil and 
want of objects desired, — these are the four causes that 
induce bodily suffering. As regards disease, it may J>e allayed 
by the application of medicine, while mental ailments are> 
Cured by seeking to forget them in Yoga meditation. For 
this reason, sensible physicians first seek to allay the men*, 
tal sufferings of their patients by agreeable converse and the 
offer of desirable objects. And as a hot iron bar thrust 
into a jar maketh the water therein hot, even so doth mental 
grief bring on bodily agony. And as Water quencheth fire, so* 
doth true knowledge allay mental disquietude. And the mind 
attaining ease, the body findeth ease also. It seemeth that affec* 
tion is the root of all mental sorrow. It is affection that maketh 
every creature miserable and bringeth on every kind of woe. 
Verily, affection is the root of all misery and of all fear, of 
joy and grief, of every kind of pain. From affection spring aH 
purposes, and it is from affection that spring the love of 
worldly goods ! Both of these (latter) are sources of evil, 
though the first (our purposes) is worse than the second. 
And as (a small portion of) fire thrust into the hollow of 
a tree consumeth the tree itself to its roots, even so affection, 
ever so little, destroyeth both virtue and profit. He cannot 
be regarded to have renounced the world who hath merely 
withdrawn from worldly possessions. He, however, who though 
in actual contact yith the world regardeth its faults, may 
be said to have tr*4y renounced the world. Freed from every 
evil passion, his~&ml dependent on nothing, such a one bath 
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truly renounced the world i Therefore, should no one seek fce 
place his affections on either friends or the wealth he hath 
earned. And so should affection for one’s own person be extin* 
guiehed by knowledge. Like the lotus4eaf that is never 
drenched by water, the souls of men capable of distinguishing 
between the ephemeral and the ever-lasting, of men devoter 
to the pursuit of the eternal, conversant with the scriptures anr 
purified by knowledge, can never be moved by affection. Thf 
man that is influenced by affection is tortured by desire ; anc 
from the desire that springeth up in his heart his thirst for woridy 
possessions increaseth. Verily, this thirst is sinful and is regarde 
-as the source of all anxieties. It is this terrible thirst, fraugh 
with sin that leadeth unto unrighteous acts. Those find happi* 
ness that can renounce this thirst, which can never be renounced 
by the wicked, which decayeth not with the decay of the body, 
and which is truly a fatal disease ! It hath neither beginning 
nor end. Dwelling within the heart, it destroyeth creatures, 
•like a fire of incorporeal origin. And as a faggot of wood is 
•consumed by the fire that is fed by itself, even so doth a person 
sof impure soul find destruction from the covetousness bom of 
bis heart. And as creatures endued with life have ever a dread 
i of death, so men of wealth are in constant apprehension of the 
king and the thief, of water and fire, and even of their relatives. 
And as a morsel of meat if in the air may be devoured by 
birds, if on the ground by beasts of prey, and if in water 
by the fishes, even so is the man of wealth exposed to dan* 
gers wherever he may be. To many the wealth they own 
.is their bane, and he that beholding happiness in wealth be- 
cometh wedded to it, knoweth not true happiness. And 
Aence accession of wealth is viewed as that which increaseth 
covetousness and folly. Indeed, wealth alone is the root of 
niggardliness and boastfulness, of pride and fear and anxiety ! 
These are the miseries of men that the wise see in riches ! Men 
undergo infinite miseries in the acquisition and retention of 
wealth. Its expenditure also is fraught with grief. Nay, 
sometimes, life itself is lost for the sake of wealth! The 
abandonment of wealth produces misery, and even they that axe 
cherished by one’s wealth become enemies for the sake of tha f 
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wealth ! When therefore, the possession of wealth is fraught 
with such misery, one should not mind its loss. It is the 
ignorant alone who are discontented. The wise, however, are 
always content. The thirst of wealth can never fcfe assuaged. 
Contentment is the highest happiness. Therefore, it is, that 
the wise regard contentment as the highest object of pursuit. 
The wise, knowing the instability of youth and beauty, of the 
life and treasure-hoards, of prosperity and the company of the 
loved ones, never covet them. Therefore, should one refrain 
from the acquisition of wealth, bearing the pain incident to it. 
None that is rich is free from trouble, and it is for this that 
the virtuous applaud them that are free from s the desire of 
wealth. And as regards those that pursue wealth for purposes 
of virtue, it is better for them that do so, to altogether refrain 
from such pursuit, for, surely, it is better not to touch mire at 
all than to wash it off after having been besmeared with it. 
And, O Yudhishthira, it behoveth thee not to covet anything ! 
And if thou wouldst have virtue, emancipate thyself from 
desire of worldly possessions ! 9 

“ Yudhishthira said, ‘O Brahmana, this my desire of wealth 
is not for enjoying it when obtained. It is only for the support 
of the Brahmanas that I desire it and not because I am actu- 
ated by avarice ! For what purpose, O Brahmana, doth one like 
us lead a domestic life, if he cannot cherish and support those 
that follow him ? All creatures may be seen to divide the food 
{they procure) amongst those that depend on them. * So should 
a person leading a domestic life give a share of his food to Yatis 
and B rahmaoharins that have renounced cooking for themselves. 
Crass (for seat), space (for rest), water (to wash and assuage 
thirst), and, fourthly, sweet words — of these the houses of the 
good can never be in want. To the weary a bed, — to one fatigued 
with standing, a seat, — to the thirsty, water, — and to the 


* This seems to be the obvious meaning. There is a different reading, 
however. For Dricyatay = seen, some texts have CasyoUay se applauded. 
Nilkantha imagines that the meaning is “ As distribution (of food) 
amongst the various classes of beings like the gods, the Pitris, &.c, ig 
applauded, &. c., &. c. , =7\ 
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hungry, food should ever be given. To & guest are .due plea#* 
sant looks and a cheerful heart and sweet words. The host, 
rising up, should advance towards the guest, offer him a seat 
and duly worship him. Even this is eternal morality. They 
that perform not the Agni-hotrd, * nor wait upon bulb, nor 
cherish their kinsmen and guests mid friends and sons and 
wives and servants, are consumed with sin for such neglect* 
None should cook his food for himself alone, and none should 
slay an animal without devoting it to the gods, the pitris , and 
guests. Nor should one eat of that food which hath not been 
duly dedicated to the gods and the pitris . By scattering food 
on the earth, morning and evening, for (the behoof of ) dogs 
and Chandalas and birds, should a person perform the Fame* i- 
deva sacrifice, -f- He that eateth the Vighasa is regarded as 
eating ambrosia. What remaineth in a sacrifice after dedi- 
cation to the gods and the pitris is regarded as ambrosia ; and 
what remaineth after feeding the guest is called Vighasa and 
is equivalent to ambrosia itself. Feeding a guest is equivalent 
to a sacrifice, and the pleasant looks the host casteth upon the 
guest, the attention he devoteth to him, the sweet words in 
which he addresseth him, the respect he payeth by following him, 
and the food and drink with which he treateth him, are the five 
Dakshinas J in that sacrifice. He who givefch without stint food 
to a fatigued way-farer never seen before, obtaineth merit that 
is great. And he who, leading a domestic life, followeth such 
practices, acquireth religious merit that is said to be very great • 
O Brahmana, what is thy opinion on this V 


♦ A form of sacrifice which consists in pouring oblations of clarified 
butter with prayers into a blazing fire. It is obligatory on Br&hmanaa 
and KshatriyaB, except those that accept certain vows of great aus- 
terity. — T. 

t The Vauwadeva sacrifice is the offer of food to all creatures of the 
earth (by scattering a portion). — T. 

' A gift. It may be of various kinds. The fees paid to Br&hmanas 
assisting at sacrifices and religious rites, such as offering oblations to the 
dead, are Dakthinas, as also gifts to Br&hmanas on other occasions, 
particularly when they are fed, it being to this day tile custom never to 
feed a Brahmana without paying him a pecuniary fee. There can be no 
sacrifice, no religious rite, without Dakthma . — T. 
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"$aunaka said, 'Alas, this world is Ml of contradictions l 
That which Someth the good grafcifieth the wicked! Alas, 
moved by ignorance and passion, and skives of their own senses, 
eveafoola perform many acts of (apparent merit) to gratify (in 
after-life) their appetites ! With eyes open are these men ted as* 
tray by their seducing senses, even as a charioteer, who hath lost 
his senses, by restive and wicked steeds ! When any of the six 
senses findeth its particular object, thedesbe springethup in the 
heart to enjoy that particular object. And thus when one’s 
heart proceedeth to enjoy the obects of any particular sense, 
a wish is entertained, which, in its turn, giveth birth to a 
resolve. And, finally, like unto an insect falling into a flame 
from love, of light, the man falleth into the fire of tempta- 
tion, pierced by the shafts of the object of enjoyment dis- 
charged by *the desire constituting the seed of the resolve ! 
And thenceforth blinded by sensual pleasure which he seeketh 
without stint, and steeped in dark ignorance and folly which he 
mistaketh for a state of happiness, he knoweth not himself! 
And like unto a wheel that is incessantly rolling, every crea- 
ture, from ignorance and deed and desire, falleth into various 
states in this world, wandering from one birth to another, and 
vangeth the entire circle of existences from a Brahma, to the 
point of a blade of grass, now in water, now on land, and now 
again in air ! 

** 'This then is the career of those that are without know- 
ledge. Listen now to the course of the wise, they that are intent 
on profitable virtue, and are desirous of emancipation! The 
Vedas enjoin, act but renounce (interest in) action . Therefore, 
shouldst thou act, renouncing Abhimana . * Performance of 
sacrifices, study (of the Vedas), gifts, penance, truth (in both 
speech and act), forgiveness, subduing the senses, and renun- 
ciation of desire,— »these have been declared to be the eight 
(cardinal) duties constituting the true path. Of these, the four 
first pave the way to the work! of the pitris. And these 


* Reference to Self, literally, t. «, without the motive of bettering one’s 
ewnseif, or without any motive at all. (This contain* the . germ of the 
doctrine preached more elaborately in the Bk+gcivat — T t 
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should be practised without Abhixn&na. The four last jure al- 
ways observed by the pious, to attain the heaven of the gods. 
And the pure in spirit should ever follow these eight paths* 
Those who wish to subdue the world for purposes of salvation, 
should ever act, fully renouncing motives, effectually subduing 
their senses, rigidly observing particular vows, devotedly serv* 
ing their preceptors, austerely regulating their face, diligently 
Studying the Yedas, renouncing action as a mean, and restrain- 
ing their hearts. By renouncing desire and aversion, the gods 
have attained prosperity. It is by virtue of their wealth of 
poga * that the Budrms , and the Sckthgas, and the Addtya$ l 
and the Vaeus, and the twin Aswins, rule the creatures. There- 
fore, O son of Kunti, like unto them do thou, O Bharata 
entirely refraining from action with motive, strive to attain^ 
success in yoga and by ascetic austerities ! Thou hast already 
achieved such success so far as thy debts to thy ancestors, both 
male and female, are concerned, and that success also which is 
derived from action (sacrifices)! Do thou, for serving the re- 
generate ones endeavour to attain success hr penances. Those 
that are crowned with ascetic success can, by virtue of that 
.success, do whatever they list ; do thou, therefore, practising 
asceticism realise all thy wishes !’ ” 

Thus ends the second Section in the Aranyaka of the Verna. 
Parva. 

Section HI. 

(Ar any aka Parva continued .) 

Vaisampbyana said. “ Yudhishthira the son of Ktfhti, thus 
addressed by Saunaka, approached his priest and in the midst 
of his brothers said, The Br&hmanas versed in the Yedas are 
■following mo who am ’departing for the forest! Afflicted with 
many calamities I am unable to support them! I cannot aban- 
don them, nor have I the power to offer them sustenance! 
Tell me, O holy one, what should be done by me in such a 



* This Yoga consists, in their case, of a combination of attributes by 
negation el the contrary ones, i. e. by renunciation of motives in all 
they do. 
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„ Vaisampayana said " After reflecting for a moment seeking 
ta find out the (proper) course by his yoga powers, Dhaumya, 
that foremost of all virtuous men, addressed Yudhishthira, in 
these words >p-Tn days of old nil living beings that had been 
created were sorely afflicted with hunger. And like a father (unto 
all of them), SavUri (the sun) took compassion upon them. And 
going first into the northern declension, the sun drew up water 
by his rays, and coming back to the southern declension, stayed 
over the earth, with his heat centered in himsel£ And while 
the Sun so stayed over the earth, the lord of the vegetable 
world (the moon), converting the effects of the solar heat 
(vapours) into clouds and pouring them down in the shape of 
water, caused plants to spring up. Thus it is the Sun himself 
who, drenched by the lunar influence, is transformed, upon the 
sprouting of seeds, into holy vegetables furnished with the six 
tastes. And it is these which constitute the food of all creatures 
upon the earth. Thus the food that supporteth the lives of crea- 
tures is instinct with solar energy, and the Sun is, therefore, 
the father of all creatures ! Do thou, hence, O Yudhishthira, 
take refuge even in him; Ail illustrious monarchs of pure 
descent and deeds are known to have delivered their people by 
practising high asceticism. The great Karttaviryya, and Vainya, 
and Nahusa, had all, by virtue of ascetic meditation preceded 
by vows, delivered their people from heavy afflictions ! There- 
fore, O virtuous one, as thou art purified by thy acts, do thou 
likewise, entering upon a life of austerities, O Bh&rata, virtu* 
ously support the regenerate ones J* ” ' 

Janamejaya said. “ How did that bull among the Kurus, 
king Yudhishthira., for the sake of the Brihmanas adore the 
SSun of wonderful appearance V y 

VaisampSyaua said. “Listen attentively, O king, purify- 
ing thyself and withdrawing thy mind from eveiy other thing ! 
And, O king of kings, appoint thou a time. I will tell thee 
everything in detail! And, O illustrious one, listen to the 
one hundred and eight names (of the Sun) as they were 
disclosed of old by Dhaumya to the high-souled son of Fritha ! 
Dhaumya said, ‘Surya, Aryaman, Bljaga, Twasfcri, Push*, 
Arka, Savitri, Ravi, Gabhastimat, Aja, Kala, Mrityu, Dhatri, 



MARA M&tik 


13 


Fmbhikara, Prithibi, Ap a, Teja, Kha, Vayu, the sole stay. 
Soma, Yrihaspati, Sukra, Budha, Angaraka, India, Vivaswat, 
Diptanshu, Sfcchi Sauri, Sanaischara, Brahma, Yishnu, Rudra, 
Skanda, Yaisravaaa, Yama, Yaidyutagni, Jatharagni, Ain- 
dhna, Tejaeam-pati, Dharmarihdhwaja, Veda-karttri, Vedfcnga, 
Yeda-vahana, Krita, Treta, Dwapara, Kali, foil of ©rery impn^ 
rity, Kala, Kastha, Muhurtta, Kshapa, Yama and Kshaaa; 
Samvatsara-kara, Aswattha, Kalachakra. Bibhavasu, Purusha, 
Saswata, Yogin, Vyaktavyakta, Sanatana, KilSdhyaksha, 
Prajadhyaksha, Vishwakarman, Tamonuda, Varuna, Sagara* 
Ansu, and Jimuta, Jivana, Ar$an, Bhutasraya, Bhutapati, 
Srastri, Samvartaka, Vanhi, Sarvadi, Alolupa, Atlanta, Kapila, 
Bhanu, Kamada, Sarvatomukha, Jaya, Vicsla, Varada, 
Manas, Suparaa, Bhutadi, Sighraga, Pranadharana, Dhaiw 
wantari, Dhumaketu, Adideva, Aditisuta, Dwadasatman, 
Aravindaksha, Pitri, Matri, Pitamaha, Swarga-dwara, Praj&- 
dwara, Mokshadwara, Tripistapa, Dehakartri, Prasantatman, 
Yisw&tman, Viswatomukha, Characharatman, Sukhsmatman, 
the merciful Maitreya. These are the hundred and eight 
names of Suryaof immeasurable energy, as told by the self- 
create (Brahma). For the acquisition of prosperity. I bow 
down to thee, O Bhaskara, blazing like unto gold or fire, 
who is worshipped of the gods and the PUris and the Yakhas, 
and who is adored by Asuras, Nisacharas, mid Siddhas. He 
that with fixed attention reciteth this hymn at sun-rise, pb- 
taineth wife and offspring and riches and the memory of 
his former existence, and by reciting this hymn a person 
attaineth patience and memory. Let a man concentrating 
his mind, recite this hymn. By doing so, he shall be proof 
against gripf and forest-fire mid ocean and every object of 
desire shall be his,* ” t , 

Yaisampayana continued. “ Having heard from Dhaumya 
these words suitable to the occasion, Yudhishthira the just, 
with heart concentrated within itself and purifying it duly, 
became engaged in austere ascetic meditation, moved by the 
desire of supporting the Br&hmanas. And worshipping the 
maker of day with offerings of flowers and other articles, the 
king perfomed bis ablutions. And standing in the stream, he 



tamed his face towards the god of day. And touching' tfeo 
water of the Ganges, the virtuous Yudhishthira with senses 
under complete control and depending upon airtdone for his 
sustenance, stood there with rapt soul engaged in pr&tocU 
1 t&ma. * * * § And having purified himself and restrained his speech* 
he began the hymn erf praise (to the Sun)* 

“ Yudhishthira said, ‘Thou art, O Sun, the eye of the uni- 
verse 1 Thou art the sonl of all corporeal existences ! Thou 
art the origin of all things ! Thou art the embodiment of the 
acts of all religious men ! Thou art the refuge of those versed 
in the Sdnhhya philosophy (the mysteries of the soul,) and thou 
art the support of the Yogine ! Thou art a door unfastened 
with bolts ! Thou art the refuge of those wishing for emanci- 
pation ! Thou sustainest and discovered the world, mad sancti- 
fiest and supported it from pure compassion! Br&hmanas 
versed in the Vedas, appearing before thee, adore thee in due 
time, reciting the hymns from the respective branches (of the 
Vedas) they prefer ! Thou art the adored of the Rishis ! The 
Siddhas, and the Ghdranas, and the Gandharvas , and the 
Yakshas , and the Gwhykas, and the Nagas, desirous of obtaining 
boons follow thy c&r coursing through the skies ! The thirty-three 
gods f with Upendra (Vishnu) and Mahendra, and the order 
of Vaim&niJca8, J have attained success by worshipping thee ! 
By offering thee garlands of the celestial Mandaras ,§ the bed of 
the Vidyadharas have obtained all their desires 1 The Gukyas 
and the seven orders of the Pitris — both divine and human 
—have attained superiority by adoring thee alone! The 
Vaswe, the Mamtas, and the Budras, the Sdddhyas, the 
Marichipas , the ValikhUyas, and the Siddhas, have attained 
pre-eminence by bowing down unto thee 1 There is nothing 
that I know in the entire seven worlds, including that of Brah-* 

* A form of Yoga that is said to consist in the mingling of some of 
the airs supposed to exist in every animal body. These airs are five* 
PrUna* Ap&na, Sam&na, U’dana, and Vyana, 

t The 8 V a$u8, the U Rudras, the 12 Adityat, JPrajapati, and Vashat 
hara. 

f An order of celestials. 

§ Celestial flowers of much fragrance. 
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mi, Vfhich is beyond thee ! There are other beings both great 
and endued with energy ; but none of them hath thy lustre 
and energy f All light is in thee, indeed thou art the lord of 
all light ! In thee are the (five) elements and all intelligence, 
and knowledge and asceticism and the ascetic properties. * The 
discus by which the wielder of the Sdmga “f* humbleth the 
)ride of the Asuras, and which is furnished with a beautiful nave, 
was forged by Viswakarman with thy energy ! In summer thou 
drawest, by thy rays, moisture from all corporeal existences 
and plants and liquid substances, and pourest it down in the 
rainy season ! Thy rays warm and scorch, and becoming as 
clouds roar and flash with lightning and pour down showers 
when the season cometh. Neither fire nor shelter, nor woolen 
cloths give greater comfort to one suffering from chilling blasts 
than thy rays ! Thou illuminest by thy rays the whole Earth 
with her thirteen islands ! Thou alone art engaged in the 
welfare of the three worlds ! If thou dost not rise, the universe 
becometh blind and the learned cannot employ themselves in 
the attainment of virtue, wealth, and profit ! It is through thy 
grace that the (three) orders of BrAhmanas, Kshatriyas and 
Vaisyas are able to perform their various duties and sacrifices ! { 
Those versed in chronology say that thou art the beginning 
and thou the end of a day of BrahmA, which consisteth of a full 
thousand Yugas ! Thou art the lord of the Manus and of the 
'Sons of the Manus, of the universe and of man, of the Man - 
wantaras, and their lords 1 When the time of universal dis- 
solution cometh, the fire Samvartaka born of thy wrath consum- 
eth the three worlds and existeth alone ! And clouds of various 
hues begot of thy rays, accompanied by the elephant Air&~ 
Tata and the thunderbolt, bring about the appointed deluges* 
And dividing thyself into twelve parts and becoming as many 
suns, thou drinkest up the ocean once more with thy rays ! 
Thou art called Indra, thou art Vishnu, thou art BrahmA, thou 
art PrajApati ! Thou art fire and thou art the subtle mind 1 And 

* The ascetic properties are Ammo, Laghima , Sbe. 

t The bow of Vislmn, as that of Civa is called Pinaka . 

t The words of the text are Adhana, PmsAubimdka, Iskti , Mantra* 
fjofina, and Tapa-kriya, 
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thou art the lord and the eternal BrahmA ! Thou art 1 lansa, 
thou art Savitri, thou art Bhdnu, Ansumalin , and Vrishd* 
kapi ! Thou art Vivasawan, Mihira , Pasha , Mitra, and 
Dharma ! Thou art thousand-grayed, thou art Aditya, and 
Tapana, and the lord of rays ! Thou art Mdrtanda, and Arka 
and Ravi and Swya and Saranya and maker of day, and 
DivaJcara, and Saptasapti, and Dkumdkeshin and Virochana ! 
Thou art spoken of as swift of speed and the destroyer of dark* 
ness, and the possessor of yellow steeds ! He that reverentially 
adoreth thee on the sixth or the seventh lunar day with humility 
and tranquillity of mind, obtaineth the grace of Lakshmi ! 
They that with undivided attention adore and worship thee, 
are delivered from all dangers, agonies, and afflictions. And 
they that hold that thou art everywhere (being the soul of all 
things) live long, freed from sin and enjoying an immunity from 
all diseases ! O lord of all food, it behoveth thee to grant food 
in abundance unto me who am desirous of food even for enter- 
taining all my guests with reverence ! I bow also to all those 
followers of thine that have taken refuge at thy feet — Mdthard 
and Arana and Banda and others, including Asani and 
Kshuvd said the others ! And I bow also to the celestial mothers 
of all creatures, viz, Kshuva and Maitri and the others of the 
class ! O, let them deliver me their suppliant !’ ” 

Vaisampayana said. “Thus, O great king, was the Sun, that 
purifier of the world, adored (by Yudhishthira) I And pleased 
with the hymn, the maker of day, self-luminous, and blazing 
like fire, showed himself to the son of Pandu. And Vivaswan 
said, ‘Thou shalt obtain all that thou desirest ! I shall provide 
thee with food for five and seven years together J And, O king, 
accept this copper vessel which I give unto thee ! And, 0 thou 
of excellent vows, as long as Panch&li will hold this vessel, 
without partaking of its contents fruits and roots and meat and 
vegetables cooked in thy kitchen, these four kinds of food shall 
from this day be inexhaustible l And on the fourteenth year 
from this, thou shalt regain thy kingdom f ” 

Vaisampiyana continued. “Having said this, the god 
vanished away. He that, with the desire of obtaining a boon, 
reciteth this hymn concentrating his mind with ascetic abstract 
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Hon, obtaineth it from the Sun, however difficult of acquisition 
it may be that he asketh for. And the person, male or female, 
that reciteth or heareth this hymn day after day, if he or she 
desireth for a son, obtaineth one, and if riches, obtaineth them, 
and if learning, acquireth that too ! And the person, male or 
female, that reciteth this hymn every day in the two twilights, 
if overtaken by danger, is delivered from it, and if bound, is 
freed from the bonds. BrahmA himself had communicated 
this hymn to the illustrious Sakra, and from Sakra was it ob- 
tained by N&rada, and from N&rada, by Dhaumya. And Yu* 
dhishthira, obtaining it from Dhaumya, attained all his wishes. 
And it is by virtue of this hymn that one may always obtain 
victory in war, and acquire immense wealth also. And it lead- 
eth the reciter from all sins, to the solar region. ” 

Vaisampayana continued. “ Having obtained the boon, the 
virtuous son of Kunti, rising from the water, took hold of 
Dhaumya’s feet and then embraced his brothers. And, O ex- 
alted one, wending then with Draupadi to the kitchen, and 
adored by her duly, the son of Pandu set him self to cook 
(their day’s) food. And the clean food, however little, that was 
dressed, furnished with the four tastes, increased and became 
inexhaustible. And with it Yudhishthira began to feed the 
regenerate ones. And after the Brahmanas had been fed, and 
his younger brothers also, Yudhishthira himself ate of the food 
that remained, and which is called Vighasa. And after Yu- 
dhishthira had eaten, the daughter of Prishata took what 
remained. And after she had taken her meal, the day’s food 
became exhausted. 

“ And having thus obtained the boon from the maker of day, 
the son of Pandu, himself as resplendant as that celestial, be- 
gan to entertain the Brahmanas agreeably to their wishes* 
And obedient to their priest, the sons of PrithA, on auspicious 
lunar days and constellations and conjunctions, performed sacri- 
fices according to the ordinance, the scriptures, and the mantras . 
And after the sacrifices, the sons of Pandu, blessed by the aus- 
picious rites performed by Dhaumya and accompanied by him, 
$md surrounded also by the Brahmanas, set out for the woods 
of Kamyaka ” 
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*? Thus ends the third Section in the Aranyaka of the Yan§ 
JParva, 

Section IV* 

(Aranyaka Parva continued.) 

Valsampayana said. * After the Pandavas had gone to the 
forest, Dhritarashtra the son of Amvika, whose knowledge was 
his eye, * became exceedingly sorrowful. And seated at his ease 
the king addressed these words to the virtuous Vidura of pro-* 
found intelligence : — ‘Thy understanding is as clear as that of 
Bhargava ! f Thou knowest also all the subtleties of morality* 
and thou lookest on all the Kauravas with an equal eye. O tell 
me what is proper for me and them ! O Vidura, things hav* 
ing thus taken their course, what should we do now ? How 
may I secure the goodwill of the citizens so that they may 
not destroy us to the roots ? O, tell us all, since thou art 
conversant with every excellent expedient !* 

“ Vidura said. ‘The three-fold purposes, O king, (viz, pro* 
fit, pleasure, and salvation), have their foundations in virtue, 
and the sages say that a kingdom also standeth on virtue as 
its basis. Therefore, O monarch, according to the best of thy 
power, cherish thou virtuously thy own sons and those of 
Pandu ! That virtue had been beguiled by wicked souls with 
Suvalas son at their head, when thy sons invited the righteous 
Yudhishthira and defeated him in the match at dice* O 
king, of this deed of utter iniquity I behold this expiation, 
whereby, O chief of the Kurus, thy son, freed from sin, may 
win back his position among good men ! Let the sons of P&ndu, 
obtain that which was given unto them by thee. For, verily, 
oven this is the highest morality that a king should remain con* 
tent with his own, and never covet another’s possessions. Thy 


* Dhritarashtra being blind is described as Pr&jnachakshu, i.e, having 

knowledge for his eye. It may also mean, “ Of the prophetic eye. " T 

+ The great preceptor of the A suras, vie, Sutra, possessing the high* 
est intelligence as evidenced by his various works on all manner of subjects 
particularly, the Sukra-riiti.—T, 




tlKA PA&rU 


a* 

§ood name then would not suffer, norwmddfamily dissensions 
fensue, nor unrighteousness be thine ! This then is thy prime 
duty now, — to gratify the Pindavas and disgrace Sakuni. K 
thou wishest to restore to thy sons the good fortune they have 
lost, then, O king, do thou speedily adopt this line of conduct 1 
If thou dost not act so, the Kurua will surely meet with des- 
truction^ for neither Bhimasena nor Arjuna, if angry, will leave 
any of their foes unslain*. What is there in the world which. 
Is unattainable to those who count among their warriors Savya- 
Bdchi skilled in arms; who- have the Gandiva, the most powerfuf. 
frf all weapons in the world) for their bow; and who have 
amongst them; the mighty Bhima also as a warrior ^ Formerly, 
as soon as thy son was born, I told thee — Forsake thou this in- 
auspicious child of thine - Herein Ueth the good of thy race . — 
But thou didst not then act accordingly. Now also, O king, 
have I pointed out to* thee the way of thy welfare. If thou, 
doest as I have counselled, thou shalt not have to- repent after* 
wards ! If thy son consent to reign in peace jointly with the sonb 
•f Pandu, passing thy days in joy thou shalt not have to re- 
pent ! Should it be otherwise, abandon thou thy child for thy 
cwn happiness ! Putting Duryodhana aside, do thou instal the 
son of Pandu m the sovereignty, and let, O king, Ajatasatru, 
free from passion, rule the earth virtuously l All the kings of 
the earth, then, like Vaisyas, will, without delay, pay homage 
unto ue ! And, O king, let Duryodhana and Sakuni and Kar- 
na with alacrity wait upon the P&ndavas* And let Dussasana„ 
in open court, ask forgiveness of Bhimasena and of the daughter 
of Drupoda also. And do thou pacify Yudhishthira by placing 
him on the throne with every mark of respect* Asked by thed* 
what else can I counsel thee to do ? By doing this, O monarch,, 
thou wouldst do what was proper \* 

u Dhritarashtra said* ‘These words, O Vidura, that thou, 
hast spoken in this assembly, with reference to the P&ndavafe 
and myself, are for their good but not for ours. My mind doth 
not approve them. How hast thou settled all this in thy mind 
now ? When thou hast spoken all this on behalf of the Pin- 
davas, I perceive that thou art not friendly to me. How* can T 
abandon my son for the sake of the sons of Pandu ? Doubtless* 
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they are my sons, but Duryodhana is sprung from my bodj^ 
Who then, speaking with impartiality, will ever counsel me to 
renounce my own body for the sake of others ? O Vidura* all 
that thou sayest is crooked, although I hold thee in high 
esteem ! Stay or go as thou listest ! However much may she 
be humoured,, an unchaste wife forsaketh her husband V ” 

Vaisampayana said. “O king, saying this, Dhritarashtra 
rose suddenly" and went into the inner apartments. And Vidu* 
ra, saying 'This race is doomed' went away to where the sons 
of Pritha were." 

Thus ends the fourth Section in the Aranyaka of the Van& 
Parva, 


Section V. 

(Aranyalca Parva continued .) 

Vaisamplyana said. “ Desirous of living in the forest, thoso 
bulls of the Bharata race, the PSndavas, with their followers, 
setting out from the banks of the Ganges went to the field of 
Kurukshetra. And performing their ablutions in the Sarswati, 
the Drisadwati and the YamunS, they went from one forest to 
another, travelling in an westerly direction. And at length they 
saw before them the woods of Kamyaka, the fav orite haunt of 
\ 'Munis . , situated by a level and wild plain on the banks of the 
Saraswati. And in those woods, O Bha rata, abounding in 
birds and deer, those heroes began to dwell, entertained and 
comforted by the Munis. And Vidura always longing to see 
the Pandavas, went in a single car to the Kamyaka woods 
abounding in every good thing. And arriviving at Kamyaka 
on a car drawn by swift steeds, he saw Yudhishthira the just 
Bittting with Draupadi at a retired spot, surrounded by hjs 
brothers and the Br&hmanas. And seeing Vidura approach from 
a distance with swift steps, the virtuous king addressed his 
brother, Bhimasena, saying, ‘With what message doth Kshatta 
come to us ? Doth he come hither, despatched by Sakuni, to 
invite us again to a game of dice ? Doth the little-minded 
Sakuni intend to win again our weapons at dice ? O Bhima- 
sena, challenged by any one addressing me, — Come, I am unable 
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fie stay | And if our possession of the Gandiva becomes doubter 
ful, will not the acquisition of our kingdom also be so?’ ” 

Yaisampayana said* “ O king, the Pandavas then rose up 
and welcomed Vidura. And received by them, that descend-* 
ant of the Ajamida line (Vidura) sat in their midst and made 
the usual enquiries. And after Vidura had rested awhile, those 
bulls among men asked him the reason of his coming. And 
Vidura began to relate unto them in detail everything connected 
*rith the bearing of Dhritarashtra the son of Amvika. 

“ Vidura said. *0 Ajatasatru, Dhritarashtra called me, his 
dependant, before him and honoring me duly, said, — Things 
have fared thus. Now, do thou tell me what is good for the 
Pandavas as well as for me. — I pointed out what was beneficial 
to both the Kauravas and Dhritarashtra. But what I said was 
not relished by him, nor could I hit upon any other course. 
What I advised was, O Pandavas, highly beneficial, but the son 
of Amvika heeded me not. Even as medicine recommendeth 
itself not to one that is ill, so my words failed to please the 
king. And, O thou without a foe, as an unchaste wife in the 
family of a man of pure descent, cannot be brought back to the 
path of virtue, so I failed to bring Dhritarashtra back. Indeed 
as a young damsel doth not like a husband of three score, even 
so Dhritarashtra did not like my words ! Surely, destruction will 
overtake the Kuru race : surely Dhritarashtra will never acquire 
good fortune ! For as water dropped on a lotus leaf doth not 
remain there, my counsels will fail of effect to Dhritarashtra ! 
The incensed Dhritarashtra told me — O Bharata, go thou 
thither where thou likest ! Never more shall I seek thy aid in 
ruling the earth or my capital ! — O best of monarchs, forsaken 
by king Dhritarashtra, I come to thee for tendering good coun* 
sel ! What I had said in the open court, I will now repeat unto 
thee ! Listen, and bear my words in mind ! — That wise man 
who bearing all the gross wrongs heaped upon him by his ene* 
mies, patiently bideth his time, and multiplieth his resources 
even as men by degrees turn a small fire into a large one, 
jruleth alone this entire earth. He that (in prosperity) enjoy- 
eth his substance with his adherents findeth in them sharers 
<jf his adversity. — This is the. best means of securing adherent^ 
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and it is said that he that hath adherents, winneth the eove* 
reignty of the world!! And, O Pandava, devide thy prosperity* 
With thy adherents, behave truthfully towards them, and con* 
verse with them agreeably ! Share also your food with them f 
And never boast thyself in their presence 2 Thia behaviour* 
increaseth the prosperity of kings !*— 

“ Yudhishthira said. ‘Having recourse to* such high intelli- 
gence, undisturbed by passion,. I will db as thou counselled ! 
And whatever else thou mayst counsel in respect of time and 
place, I will carefully follow entirely.' ” 

And thus ends the fifth Section in the Aranyaka of th* 
5T ana Parva. 


Section VL 

(Aranyaka Parva continued.) 

Vaisampayana said. “ 0 king, after Vidura had gone to 
the abode of the P&ndavas, Dhritarashtra, O Bharata, of pro- 
found wisdom, repented of his action. And thinking of the 
great intelligence of Vidura in matters connected with both 5 
war and peace, and also of the agrandisement of the Panda- 
vas in the future, Dhritarashtra, pained at the recollection of 
Vidura, having approached the do dr of the hall of state fell 
down senseless in the presence of the monarchs (in waitingX 
And regaining consciousness, the king rose from the ground 
and thus addressed Sanj&ya standing by, ‘'My brother and 
friend is even like the god of Justice himself ! Recollecting 
him to-day, my heart buraeth in grief! Go, bring unto me 
without delay my brother well-versed in morality !' Saying 
this, the monarch wept bitterly. And burning in repentance; 
and overwhelmed with sorrow at the recollection of Vidura, 
the king, from brotherly affection, again addressed Sanjaya, 
saying, ‘O Sanjaya, go thou and ascertain whether my brother, 
expelled by my wretched self through anger, liveth still ! That 
wise brother of mine of immeasurable intelligence hath never 
been guilty of even the slightest transgression, but, on the 
pther hand, be it is who hath come by grievous wrong at my 
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Farids ! Seek him, O wide one, and bring him hither ; else, O 
Sanjaya, I will lay down my life f ” 

Vaisomp&yana continued* “ Hearing these words of the 
king, Sanjaya expressed his approbation, and saying So be it* 
went in the direction of the KEmyaka woods. And arriving 
without loss of time at the forest where the sons of P&ndu 
dwelt, he beheld Yudhishthira clad in deer-skin, seated with 
V idura, in the midst of Brahmanas by thousands and guarded 
by his brothers, even like Purandara in the midst of the celes* 
tials ! And approaching Yudhishthira Sanjaya worshippod him 
duly, and was received with due respect by Bhima and Arjuna 
$nd the twins. And Yudhishthira made the usual enquiries 
about his welfare and when he had been seated at his ease, he 
disclosed the reason of his visit, in these words : * King Dhri- 
tarashtra the son of Amvika hath, O Kshatta ! remembered 
thee! Returning unto him without loss of time, do thou 
revive the king ! And, O thou best of men, with the permis- 
sion of these Kuru princes — these foremost of men — it beho- 
veth thee, at the command of that lion among kings, to return 
unto him !* ” 

Yaisampayana continued. “Thus addressed by Sanjaya^ 
the intelligent Vidura, ever attached to his relatives, with the 
permission of Yudhishthira returned to the city named after 
the elephant. * And after he had approached the king, Dhii* 
tarashtra of great energy, the son of AmbhikE, addressed him, 
saying, ‘From my good-luck alone, O Vidura, thou, O sinless 
one, so conversant with morality, hast come here remember* 
ing me! And, O thou bull of the Bharata race, in thy 
Absence I was beholding myself, sleepless through the day 
and the night, as one that hath lost on earth }' And the king 
then took Vidura on his lap and smelt his head, and said, ‘For* 
give me, O sinless one, the words in which thou wert addressed 
by me !* And Vidura said, *0 king, I have forgiven thee. 


* The name is written in two ways, Hastin&pura, and H&stinapnra, 
the etymology being as explained in the text. There was also a king of 
the name of Hastxn after whom, the city has been called. See Sambbav* 
Fftrva in the Adi P<xrva n. — 
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Thou art my superior, worthy of the highest reverence ! BTerC 
am I, having come back, eagerly wishing to behold thee I All 
virtuous men, O tiger among men, are (instinctively) partial 
towards those that are distressed] This, O king, is scarcely 
the result of deliberation ! (My partiality to the Pandava^ 
proceedeth from this cause) ! O Bharata, thy sons are as dear 
to me as the sons of Pandu, but as the latter are now in dis* 
tress, my heart yeameth after them !* ” 

Vaisampayana continued. “And addressing each othet 
thus in apologetic speeches, the two illustrious brothers, Vidu* 
ra and Dhritarashtra, felt themselves greatly happy !” 

Thus ends the sixth Section in the Aranyaka of the Vane* 
Parva. 


Section vii. 

( AranyaJca Parva continued .) 

Vaisampayana said. “ Hearing that Vidura had returned, 
and that the king had consoled him, the evil-minded son of 
Dhritarashtra began to burn in grief. His understanding 
clouded by ignorance, he summoned the son of Suvala, and 
Kama and Dussasana, and addressed them saying, ‘The learn- 
ed Vidura, the minister of the wise Dhritarashtra hath re- 
turned ! The friend of the sons of Pandu, he is ever engaged 
in doing what is beneficial to them. So long as this Vidura 
doth not succeed in inducing the king to bring them back, do 
ye all think of what may benefit me ! If ever I behold the 
sons of Pritha return to the city, I shall again be emaciated 
by renouncing food and drink, even though there be no obs- 
tacle in my path ! And I shall either take poison or hang 
myself, either enter the pyre or kill myself with my own wea- 
pons. But I shall never be able to behold the sons of Panda 
in prosperity!* 

“ Sakuni said. ‘O king, O lord of the earth, what folly 
hath taken possession of thee ! The Pandavas have gone to 
the forest, having given a particular pledge, so that what thou 
^.pprehendest can never take place ! O bull of the BharaU 
race, the Pandavas ever abide by the truth, They will never 
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therefore, accept the words of thy father ! If, however, accept- 
ing the commands of the king, they come back to the capital, 
violating their vow, even this would be our conduct, i>iz 9 
assuming an aspect of neutrality, and in apparent obedience to 
the will of the monarch, we will closely watch the Pkndavaa, 
keeping our counsels l* 

“ Dussasana said, '0 uncle of great intelligence, it is even 
ns thou sayest ! The words. of wisdom thou utterest always 
recommend themselves to me f 

“ Kama said, ‘O Duryodhana, all of us seek to accomplish 
thy will, and, O king, I see that unanimity at present prevail- 
eth among us ! The sons of Pandu, with passions under com- 
plete control, will never return without living out the promised 
period. If, however, they do return from failing sense, do 
thou defeat them again at dice/ ** 

Vaisampayana said. " Thus addressed by Kama, king 
Duryodhana, with cheerless heart, averted his face from his 
Counsellors. Marking all this, Kama expanding his beautiful 
eyes, and vehemently gasticulating in anger, haughtily address- 
ed Duryodhana and Dussasana and SuvaWs son, saying, ‘Ye 
princes, know ye my opinion ! We are all servants of the king 
(Duryodhana), waiting upon him with joined palms ! We 
Should, therefore, do what is agreeable to him ! But we are 
not always able to seek his Welfare with promptness and 
activity (owing to our dependence on Dhritar&shtra) ! But let 
us now, encased in mail and armed with our Weapons, mount 
our cars and go in a body to slay the Pandavas now living in the 
forest ! After the Pandavas have been quieted and after they 
have gone on the unknown journey, both ourselves and the sons 
of Dhritarashtra will find peace ! As long as they are in distress, 
as long as they are in sorrow, as long as they are destitute of 
help, so long are we a match for them ! This is my mind f 
“ Hearing these words of the charioteer’s son, they repeated- 
ly applauded him, and at last exclaimed, ‘Very well !’ And 
Saying this, each of them mounted his car, and sanguine of 
Success, they rushed in a body to slay the sons of P&ndu. And 
knowing by his spiritual vision that they had gone out, tile 
master Krishna-dwaipayana of pure soul came upon them# 
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and commanded them to desist. And sending them away*'* 
the ' holy one, worshipped of all the worlds, quickly appeared . 
before the king whose intelligence’ served the purposes of eye- 
right, and who was then seated (at his ease). And the holy 
one addressed the monarch thus.” 

Thus ends the seventh Section in the Aranyaka of the 
Yana Parva. 


Section Yin. 

(. Aranyaka Parva continued .) 

9< Yyasa said ‘O wise’ Dhritarashtra, hear what Isay! 1 
Will tell thee that which is for tile great good of all the Kaura- 
vas ! O thou of mighty arms, it hath not pleased me that the 
Pandavas have gone to the forest dishonestly defeated (at dice) 
by Duryodhana and others ! ' O Bharata, on the expiration of 
the thirteenth year, recollecting all their woes, they may shower 
death-dealing weapons, even like virulent poison, upon the Kau- 
ravas ! Why doth thy sinful son of wicked heart, ever in- 
flamed with ire, seek to slay the sons of Pandu for the sake 
of their kingdom ? Let the fool be restrained; let thy. son 
remain quiet ! In attempting to slay the Pandavas in exile, 
he will only* 1 lose his own life. Thou art as honest as the wise 
Vidura, or Bhishma, or ourselves, or Kripa, or Drona. O thou 
of great wisdom, dissensions with one’s own kin are forbidden, 
sinful and reprehensible ! Therefore, O king, it behoveth thee 
to desist from them * And, O Bharata, Duryodhana looketh 
with such jealousy towards the Pandavas that great harm 
would be the consequence if thou didst not interfere. Or let 
this wicked son of thine, O monarch, alone and unaccompanied, 
himself go to the forest and live with the sons of Pandu. For- 
then, if the Pandavas, from association, feel an attachment for 
Duiyodhana, then, O king of men, good fortune may be thine ! 
(This, however, may not be) ! For it bath been heard that 
one’s congenital nature leaveth him not till death. — But what- 
think Bhishma and Drona and Vidura ? What also dost thou 
think ? That which is beneficial should be done while ^here ia 
time, else thy purposes will be unrealised !’ ” 
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Thus ends the eighth Section in the Aranyaka of the VaaH; 
l^arvnv 


Section IX. 

(Aranyaka Parva* continued.) 

u Dhritarashtra said. ‘O' holy one, I did 1 not like this bust- 
taess of gambling, but, O Muni, I think I was made to consent 
-to it drawn by Fate ! Neither BHishma,~nor DTona/nor Vidura, 
nor Gkndhari* liked this game at dice.* No doubt, it was begot 
of folly. And, O thou who delightest in the observance of vows, 
©illustrious one, knowing every thing yet influenced by paternal 
affection, I am unable to cast off my senseless son*, DUryodhana ? 

" Vyasa*said. ©king, 0'son of Yichitra^vlrya, what thou 
sayest is true ! We know it well that a son is the best of ail 
things and that there is nothing that is so good as a son. * 
Instructed' by the tears of Suravi f Indra- came to know that 
the son surpasseth in worth other valuable possessions. Q 
monarch, I will, in this connection; relate to thee that excellent 
and best of stories, the conversation between Indra and Suravi. 
In days of yore,* Suravi* the mother of cows was once Weep- 
ing in the celestial regions. O child, Indra took compassion 
-upon her, and asked her, saying, — O auspicious one ! why dost 
thou weep ? 'Is everything well with the celestials ? Hath 
any misfortune, ever so little, befallen the world of men or 
serpents V — Suravi replied, — No evil'hath befallen- thee that I 
perceive. But I am agrieved on account of my son, and it is, 
therefore, 0 Kausika, that I weep ! See, O chief of the celes- 
tials, yonder cruel husbandman is belabouring my weak son 


* Nllakantha (the commentator) explains the word Param (occurring 
twice) in the second line of this verse as meaning both the bfcst*and the 
worst. The sense then would be, ‘A sea is the besti or* the worst thing 
one may have, according as he is a 'good or a bad son.* Beyond a popular 
adage to that effect, there is no authority that he cites, although, of 
course, he himself is no mean authority as regards the meaning of a 
'word. — T. 

t The celestial cow supposed to be the progenetrix of all cregtturfca of 
the vaccine species.— 2P, 






ijfith the wooden stick, and oppressing hint with the (weight 
of the) plough, in consequence of which my child agitated with| 
agony is falling upon the ground and is at the point of death t 
At sight of this, O lord of the celestials, I am filled with com- 
passion, and my mind is agitated! The one that is the 
stronger of the pair is bearing his burthen of greater weight 
(with ease), hut, O Vfcsava, the other is lean, and weak and is a 
mass of veins and arteries ! He beateth his burden with diffi* 
culfy 1 And it is for him that I grieve. See, O VSsava, sore 
inflicted with the whip, and harassed exceedingly, he is unable 
to bear his burthen. And it is for him that, moved by grief, 
I weep in heaviness of heart, and these tears of compassion 
trickle down my eyes 1 

“ ‘Sakra stud, — O fair one, when thousands of thy sons am 
(daily) oppressed, why dost thou grieve for one under infiio« 
tion ?.— Suravi replied, — Although X have a thousand offspring, 
yet my affections flow equally towards all ! But, O Sakra, X 
feel greater compassion for one that is weak and innocent ! — ' 

“ Vy&sa continued. ‘Then Indra having heard these words of 
Suravi, was much surprised, and, O thou of the Kuru race, ha 
became convinced that a son is dearer than one’s life ! And 
the illustrious chastiser of Paka thereupon suddenly poured 
there a thick abawer and caused obstruction to the husband- 
man’s work. And as Suravi said, thy affections, O king, 
equally flow towards all thy sons. Let them be greater towards 
those that are weak ! And as my son Phndu is to me, so art 
thou, O son, and so also Yidura of profound wisdom ! It is 
out of affection that I tell yon all this ! O Bh&rata, thou art 
possessed of an hundred and one sons, but Pindu bath only 
five. And they are in a bad plight and passing their days in 
sorrow. Sow mdy they save their lives, haw may they thrive 
—such thoughts regarding the distressed sons of Prithi com 
tinually agitate my soul ! O king of the earth, if thou desi- 
rest all the Kaurovas to live, let tby son Duryodhana make 
peace with the Pindavas !* * 

Thus ends the ninth Section in the Aranyaka of the Yana 
Parva. 



Section X. 

(Aranyaka Parva continued .) 

u Dhritar&stra said 4 0 Muni of profound wisdom, it 
even as thou sayest 1 I know it well as do all these kings ! 
Indeed, what thou considerest to he beneficial for the Kurus* 
owas pointed out to me, O Muni, by Vidura and Bhishma and 
Drona, And if I deserve thy favor, and if thou hast kindness? 
for the Kurus, do thou exhort my wicked son Duiyodhana P 

lt Vyasa said, 4 O king, after having seen the Pandava- 
brothers here cometh the holy Bishi Maitreya* with the desire 
of seeing us. That mighty Rishi, O king, will admonish 
thy sen for the welfare of this race, And, O Kaurovya, what- 
ever he adviseth must be followed undoubtingly, for if what 
be recommendeth is not done, the sage will curse thy son in 
anger,* ” 

VaisampSyana continued, “Saying this, Vyasa departed, 
and Maitreya made his appearance. And the king with his 
son respectfully received that way-worn chief of Munis, with 
offerings of the Arghya and other rites. And king Bhritarash- 
tra, the son of Amvika, in words of respeot thus addressed 
the sage, ‘ Q holy one, hath thy journey from the Kum-jdn- 
gala been a pleasant one ? Are those heroes the five Pandavaa 
living happily ? Do those bulls of the Kuru race intend ta 
Btay out their time ? Will the brotherly affection of the 
Kaurovas ever be impaired V 

“ Maitreya said, 4 Setting out on a pilgrimage to the differ* 
ont shrines, I arrived at Kuru-jdngala, and there I unexpect- 
edly saw Yudhishthira the just in the woods of Kamy&kfb 
And, O exalted one, many Munis had come there to behold 
the high-souled Yudhishthira, dwelling in an ascetic asylum, 
clad in deer-skin and wearing matted locks. It was there, O 
king of kings, that I heard of the grave error committed by 
thy sons and the calamity and the terrible danger arisen from 
dice that had overtaken them. Therefore it is that I have 
come to thee, for the good of the Kaurovas , since, O exalted 
one, my affection is great for thee and I am delighted with 
thee ! 0 king, it is not fit that thy sons should on any account 
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quarrel with one another, thyself and Bhishma living. Thott 
art, O king, the stake at which bulls are tied (in treading 
20 m), and thou art competent to punish and reward ! Why 
dost thou overlook then, this great evil that is about to over- 
take all ? And, O descendant of the Kurus, for those wrongs 
that have been perpetrated in thy court, which are even like 
the acts of wretched outcasts* thou art not well thought 
amongst the ascetics 1* ” 

V aisampayana continued. u Then turning to the wrathful 
prince Duryodhana, the illustrious Rishi Maitreya addressed 
him in these soft words : — ‘O mighty-armed Duryodhana, O 
best of all eloquent men* O illustrious one, give heed unto- the 
words I utter for thy good! O king, seek not to quarrel 
with the Pandavas ! And, O bull among men> compass thou 
thy own good as also of the Pandavas, of the Kurus and of 
the world ! All those tigers among men are heroes of high 
prowess in war, gifted with the strength of ten thousand ele- 
phants, with bodies hard as the thunderbolt, holding fast by 
their promises, and proud of their manliness ! They have 
slain the enemies of the celestials — those Rakshasas capable of 
assuming any form at will, such as were headed by Hidimva and 
Kirmira ! When those high-souled ones went from hence, that 
Rakshasa of fierce soul obstructed their nocturnal path oven 
like an immovable hill. And even as a tiger slayeth a little 
deer, Bhima, that foremost of all endued with strength, and 
ever delighting in fight, slew that monster. Consider also, 0 
king, how while out on his campaign of conquest, Bhima slew 
in battle that mighty warrior, J arasandha, possessing the 
strength of ten thousand elephants. Related to Vasudeve 
and having the sons of king Drupada as their brothers-in-law, 
who that is subject to decrepitude and death would undertake 
to cope with them in battle ? O bull of the Bharata race, let 
there be peace between thee and the Pandavas ! Follow thou 
my counsels and surrender not thyself to anger !* 

“ O king, thus admonished by Maitreya, Duryodhana began 
to slap his thigh resembling the trunk of the elephant, and 
smilingly began to scratch the ground with his foot. And the 
wicked wretch spake not a word, but hung down his head 
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Atid, O monarch, beholding Duryodhana thus offer him a slight 
by scratching the earth silently, Maitreya became angry. And* 
as if commissioned by Fate, Maitreya, that best of Munis, 
overwhelmed by wrath, set his mind upon cursing Duryo dhana 1 
And then, with eyes red in anger, Maitreya, touching water, 
oursed the evil-minded son of Dhritarashtra, saying, ‘Since 
slighting me thou declinest to act according to my words, thou 
Bhalt speedily reap the fruit of this thy insolence! In the 
great war which shall spring out of the wrongs perpetrated by 
thee, the mighty Bhima shall smash that thigh of thine with 
a stroke of his mace !’ 

" When the Muni had spoken so, king Dhritarashtra began 
to pacify the sage, inorder that what he had said might not 
happen. But Maitreya said, ‘O king, if thy son concludeth 
peace with the Pandavas, this curse of mine, O child, will not 
take effect, otherwise it must be as I have said f ” 

V aisampay ana said. “ Desirous of ascertaining the might 
of Bhima, that foremost of kings, the father of Duryodhana, 
then asked Maitreya, saying, ‘How was Kirmira slain by 
Bhima V * f 

“ Maitreya said, *1 shall not speak again unto thee, O king, 
for my words are not regarded by thy son. After I have gone> 
away, Yidura will relate everything unto thee And saying 
this, Maitreya went away to the place whence he had come. 
And Duryodhana also went out perturbed at the tidings of 
Kirmira’s death (at the hands of Bhima).” 

Thus ends the tenth Section in the Aranyaka of the Van& 
Parva. 


Section XI. 

(Kirmira badha Parva,) 

u Dhritarashtra said. ‘O Kshatta, I am desirous to h 
the destruction of Kirmira ! Do thou tell me how th 
counter took place between the Bakshasa and Bhimasena 

*# Vidura said. ^Listen to the story of that feat of Bhimasena 
of superhuman achievements ! I have often beard of it in 



$2 

course of my conversation with the Pandavas (while I was wittl 
them). 

<* <0 foremost of kings, defeated at dice, the Pftndavas de- 
parted from hence, and travelling for three days and nights 
they at length reached those woods that go hy the name of 
KSmyaka. 0 king, just after the dread hour of midnight 
when ail nature is asleep, when man-eating Rlkshasas of ter- 
rible deeds begin to wander, the ascetics and the cow-herds 
and other rangers of the forest used to shun the woods of 
K&myaka and fly to a distance from fear of cannibals. And, 0 
Bharata, as the Pandavas were at this hour entering those 
woods, a fearful Rjikshasa of flaming eyes appeared before 
them with a lighted brand, obstructing their path. And with 
outstretched arms and terrible face, he stood obstructing the 
way on which those perpetuators of the Kura race were pro-* 
ceeding. With eight teeth standing out, with eyes of coppery 
hue, and with the hair of his head blazing and standing erect 
the fiend looked like a mass of clouds reflecting the rays of 
the sun, or mingled with lightning flashes and graced with 
flocks of cranes underneath on their wings* And uttering 
frightful yells and roaring like a mass of clouds charged with 
rain, the fiend began to spread the illusion proper to his spe- 
cies. Hearing that terrible roar, birds along with other crea< 
tures that live on land or in Water, began to drop down in alf 
directions, uttering cries of fear. And in consequence of the 
deer and the leopards and the buffaloes and the bears flying 
about in all directions, it seemed as if the forest itself was in 
motion. And swayed by the wind raised by the thighs of thu 
Rakshasas, creepers growing at 5- great distance seemed tc 
embrace the trees with their arms of coppeiy leaves* And at 
that moment, a violent wind began to blow, and the sky be- 
came darkened with the dust that covered it* And as grief is 
the greatest enemy of the objects of the five senses, even sc 
appeared before the Plndavas that unknown foe of theirs, 
And beholding the P&ndavas from a distance clad in black 
deer-skins, the Rakshasa obstructed their passage through the 
forest, even like the Maindlca mountain. And at the sight oj 
kim never seen before, the lotus-eyed Krishna, agitated witi 
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fear, dosed her eyes. And she whose braids had been dishes 
veiled by the hand of Dusijasana, stationed in' the midst of the 
five Pandavas, looked like a stream chafing amid five hills, 
And seeing her overwhelmed with fear the five P&ndavas sup- 
ported her as the five senses influenced by desire adhere to the 
pleasures relating to their objects. And Dhaumya of great 
'ascetic) energy, in the presence of the sons of PStndu, des- 
troyed the fearful illusion that had been spread by the 
Rakshasa, by applying various mantras , calculated to destroy 
the Rakshasas. And beholding his illusion dispelled, the 
mighty Rakshasa of crooked ways, capable of assuming any 
form at will, expanded his eyes in wrath and seemed like 
Death himself. Then king Yudhishthira, endued with great 
wisdom, addressed him, saying, — Who art thou, and whose 
(son) ? Tell us what we should do for thee. — The Rakshasa 
thus addressed, answered Yudhishthira the just, saying, — I am 
the brother of Vaka, the celebrated Kirmira. I live at 
ease in these deserted woods of K&myaka, daily procuring 
my food by vanquishing men in fight. Who are ye that have 
come near me in the shape of my food ? Defeating ye all in 
fight, I will eat ye with pleasure ! — * ” 

Vaisampayana continued. " Q Bhirata, hearing these 
words of the wretch, Yudhishthira announced his own name 
and lineage, saying, ‘I am king Yudhishthira the just, the son 
of Pandu, of whom thqu mayst have heard. Deprived of my 
kingdom, I have, with my brothers Bhimasena and Arjuna and 
the others, in course of my wanderings, come into this terrible 
forest which is thy dominion, desirous of passing my period of 
exile here !’ 

Yidura continued. ‘Kirmira said unto Yudhishthira, — By 
good luck it is that Fate hath accomplished today my long-che- 
rished desire I With weapons upraised have I been continually 
ranging the entire earth with the object of slaying Bhima. But 
Bhima I had found not. By good luck it is that that slayer of 
my brother, whom I had been seeking so long, hath come before 
me ! It was he who in the disguise of a Br&hmana slew my 
dear brother Vaka in the Vetrakiya forest, by virtue of his 
science. He hath truly no strength of arms ! It is also this 
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pae of wicked soul who formerly slew my dear friend Hidimva^ 
living in this forest, and ravished his sister ! - And that fool, 
hath now come into this deep forest of mine, when the night i& 
half spent, even at the time when we wander about I To-day', 
! will wreak my long cherished vengeance upon him, and I will 
today gratify (the manes of) Taka with his bloodin plenty l 
By slaying this enemy of the Rakshasas, I shall today be freed 
from the debt I owe to my friend and my brother, and there-. 
by attain supreme happiness ! If Bhimasena was let free for- 
merly by Yak a, today I will devour him in thy sight, O 
Tudhishthira ! And even as Agastya ate up and digested the 
mighty Asura (Vatapi), I will eat up and digest this Bhima ! — * 
“ Vidura continued. ‘ Thus addressed by the Rakshasa, the 
virtuous Yudhishthira, steadfast in his pledges, said — It can 
never be so, — and in anger rebuked the Rakshasa. The mighty- 
armed Bhima then tore up in haste a tree of the length of ten 
Vycimas * and stripped it of its leaves. And in the space of a 
moment the ever- victorious Arjuna stringed his bow Gctndiva 
possessing the force of the thunderbolt. And, O Bharafca, making 
Jishnu desist, Bhima approached that Rakshasa still roaring 
like the clouds and said unto him, — Stay ! Stay 7 And thus ad- 
dressing the cannibal, and tightening the cloth around his waist, 
and rubbing his palms, and biting his nether lip with his teeth, 
and armed with the tree, the powerful Bhima rushed towards 
the foe. And like unto Maghavat hurling his thundeibelt, 
Bhima made that tree, resembling the mace of Yama himself, 
descend with force on the head of the cannibal. The Rakshasa, 
however, was seen to remain unmoved at that blow, and wavered 
not in the conflict. Gn the other hand, he hurled his lighted 
brand, flaming like lightning, at Bhima. But that foremost 
of warriors turned it off with his left foot in such a way 
that it went back towards the Rakshasa. Then the fierce 
Kirmira on his part, all of a sudden uprooting a tree, darted 
to the encounter like unto the mace-bearing Yama himself. , 
And that fight, so destructive of the trees, looked like the 
encounter in days of yore between the brothers Vkli and 


*A Vyamz is eqmd to the two arms stretched oat in a liafe* 
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Shgriva forthe ; £o£session of the same woman* And the trees 
struck at the heads of the combatants, were broken into shivers, 
Rke lotus stalks thrown on the temples of infuriate elephants. And 
in that great forest, innumerable trees, crushed like unto reeds, 
lay scattered as rags. That encounter with trees between that 
foremost of Rakshas and that best of men, O-thou bull of' the 
Bharata race, lasted but f6r-a moment. Then taking up a crag^ 
the angry Rakshasa- hurled it at Bhima standing before him* 
but the; latter waverednot. Then like unto R&hu going to devout 
the Sun dispersing his rays with extended arms, the Rakshas& 
With outstretched’ arms darted towards Bhima, who had re- 
mained firm under the blow inflicted with the crag. And tug- 
ging at and grappling with each other in divers ways they ap- 
peared like two infuriate bulls struggling with each other. Or 
Kke unto two mighty tigers armed with teeth and claws, the 
encounter between them waxed fierce and hard; And remem- 
bering their (laie) disgrace at the hands of Duryodhana, and 
proud of the strength of his arms, and conscious also of 
Krishna, looking at him, Vrikodara began to swell in vigor. 
And fired with anger, Bhima seized the Rakshasa with his 
arms, as one elephant in* rut seize th another. And the power- 
ful Rakshasa also in his turn seized his adversary, but Bhimasena, 
that foremost of all men endued with strength, threw the can-* 
nibal down with violence. The sounds that arose in consequence 
of those mighty combatants pressing each other’s hands, were 
frightful and resembled the sounds of splittering bamboos. And 
Bhima by main force hurling the Rakshasa down, seized him by 
the waist, and began to whirl himabeut, even as a fierce hurri- 
cane shaketh a tree. And thus seized by the mighty Bhim% 
the fatigued Rakshasa became faint, and trembling all oyer, he 
still pressed the Pandava with all his strength. And finding him 
fatigued; Vrikodara twined' his own arms round the foe, even 
as one bindeth a beast with cord. And the monster thereupon 
began to roar frightfully, as a. trumpet out of order. And the 
mighty Vrikodara f6r a Tong while whirled the Rakshasa till 
the latter appeared to-be insensible, and began to .move con- 
vulsively. And finding the Rakshasa exhausted, the son of 
Piadu without loss of time took him updn his arms, and slew 
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him like a beast 'And placing bis knee on the waist of thi# 
wretch of a Rakshasa, Yrikodara began to press the neck of the 
foe with his hands. Then Bhima, dragging along the earth the 
bruised body of the Rakshasa with the eye-lids about to dose. 
Said,— 0 sinful wretch, thou wilt no more have to wipe away 
the tears of Hidimva or Vaka ; for thou too art about to go to 
the mansions of Yama ! — And saying this, that foremost of men* 
his heart filled with wrath, beholding the Rakshasa destitute 
of clothing and ornaments, and insensible, and undergoing 
convulsions, left him dead. And after that • Rakshasa of hue 
like the clouds had been slain, the son of that best of 
kings (Pandu) praised Bhima for his many qualities, and 
placing Krishna in their front, set out for the Dwaita woods.* 
u Vidura said. Tt was thus, O lord of men, that Kirmira was 
slain in combat by Bhima, in obedience, O Kaurava, to the 
commands of Yudhishthira the just ! And having rid the forest 
of its pest, the victorious Yudhishthira the just began to live 
in that dwelling of theirs, with Draupadi. And those bulls 
of the Bharata race comforting Draupadi began to cheerfully 
Cxtol Bhima with glad hearts. And after the Rakshasa had been 
slain borne down by the might of Bhima’s arms, those heroes 
entered into the peaceful forest freed from its annoyance. Pass* 
ing through the great forest I saw lying the body of the wicked 
and fearful Rakshasa slain by Bhima’s might. And, O Bharata, 
there I heard of this achievement of Bhima from those Brah* 
rna nas who have assembled round the Pandavas. 

Vaisampayana continued. “Hearing the account of th6 
slaughter in combat of Kirmira. that foremost of Rakshasas, 
the king sighed in sorrow and became absorbed in thought. 

Thus ends the eleventh Section in the Kirmira-badha of th$ 
Yana Parva. 

Section XII. 

(A rjunabhigamana Parva) 

V aisatnpayaua said. “ Hearing that the Pandavas had been 
Vanish ed, the Bhojas, the Vriahnisj and the Andbakaa wen* 
lo thdse heroes residing in affliction in the great forest* 



Vim. tjum**' 


m 

And thd consanguinous relatives of Pinchala, and Bhris&ta* 
ketu the king of Chedi, and those celebrated and powerful 
brothers — the Kaikeyas, their hearts fired with wrath, went 
to the forest to see the sons of Pritha. And reproaching th& 
sons of Dhritarashtra, they said, ‘What should we do V And 
those - bulls of the Kshatriya race, with V&sudeva at their 
head, sat themselves down around Yudhishthira the just. And 
respectfully saluting that foremost of the Kurus, Kegav* 
mournfully said, ‘The earth shall drink the blood of Duryo- 
dhana and Karna, of Dusg&sana and the wicked Sakuni ! 
Slaying these in. battle and defeating their followers along with 
their royal allies, will we all install Yudhishthira the just on 
the throne ! The wicked* deserve to be slain! Verily, this 
is eternal morality !* ’* 

Vaisampayana continued. “ And when On account of the 
wrongs of Pritha’s sons, Janarddana had thus got into a pas- 
sion, and seemed bent upon consuming all created things, 
Arjuna exerted himself to pacify him. And beholding Ke9ava 
angry, Falguna began to recite the feats achieved in his former 
lives by that soul of all things, himself immeasurable, the 
eternal one, of infinite energy, the lord of Pi'ajapati himself, 
the supreme ruler of the worlds, Vishnu of profound wisdom ! 

“Arjuna said, ‘In days of old, thou, O Krishna, hadst 
Wandered on the Gandhamadana mountains for ten thousand 
years as a Muni having his home where evening fell ! Living 
upon water alone, thou hadst, in days of old, O Krishna, also 
dwelt for full eleven thousand years by the lake of Pushkara ! 
And, O slayer of Madhu, with arms upraised and standing on 
one leg, thou hadst passed an hundred years on the high hills 
of Vadari, f living all the while upon air ! And leaving aside 
thy upper garment, with body emaciated and looking like 4 
bundle of veins, thou hadst lived on the banks of the Sara* 
swati, employed in thy sacrifice extending for twelve years ! 

* The words in the text are niir Ltyopackaran meaning he who behaves 
artfully.— T. 

+ Also oalled Vadarika^ a hermitage on the Himalayas near the 
Sources of the Ganges,— T. ~ 
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And, O Krishna of mighty energy, in observance*^ thy vod* 
thou hadst stood on one leg. for the length, of a thousand year* 
of the celestials, on the plainsof Prabhasa which* it behevetJt 
the virtuous to visit ! Vyisa. hath told me that thou art the 
cause of the creation and! its course t Audi O Ke$ava, the 
lord’ of Kshetrw, *■ thou art the mover of all minds, and’ the- 
beginning and end of aft things] All asceticism reateth i» 
thee, and thou- too art the embodiment of all sacrifices, and 
the eternal one ! Slaying the Asura Naraka, offspring of the 
Garth— first begotten,, thou hadfet obtained his ear-rings, and per- 
formed O' Krishna, the first horse-sacrifice,, (offering up that 
Asura as the sacrificial horse) T And, O bull of all the worlds* 
having performed that feat, thou hast become victorious over 
all ! Thou hadst slain all the Dcrityas and Danavas mustered 
in battle, and giving the lord of Sachi (Indra) the sovereignty 
of the universe, thou hast, O Kogava of mighty arms, takeii* 
thy birth among men ! O slayer of all foes, having floated on 
the primordial waters, thou subsequently becamest Hari, J and 
Brahma , and Swrya , and Dfbarma, and Dk&tori, and Yamtr y 
and Anala, and Vayu, and Vaisravana, and Rudra , and 
Kola, and the firmament, the earth, and the ten directions ! 
Thyself increate, thou art the lord of the mobile and’ the 
immobile universe, the Creator of all, O’ thou> foremost of alt 
existences! And, O slayer of Madbu, O -tho vt of abundant 
energy, in the forest of Chaitraratha thou didst, O Krishna, 
gratify with thy sacrifice the chief of all the gods, the highest 
of the high ! O Janarddana, at each sacrifice thou didst offer; 
according to shares, gold by hundreds and thousands. And, O' 
son of the Y&dava race, becoming the son of Aditi, O exalted 
one of the supreme attributes, thou hast been known as the 
younger brother of Indra l And, O thou chastiser of foes, even 

* Nila Van tha explains k i hetr a as including Mah^bhuta, coneck) tis- 
tws, intellect, ths umnanifest (pri m o r dial elements), the ten -senses 
the five objects of the senses, pi*, earth, water, &c., desire, aversion 
pleasure, pain, the combinations of elements, and chaitanya*-— T. 

- * Mari he re means the developedseed that is to expand into the vast 
whole of the universe. 





While ft child thou didst, 0 Krisi^ft, » consequence of thy 
energy, fill by three steps only the heaven, the firmament, 
and the earth ! And, O thou soul of all, covering the heaven 
and the firmament (while then wert thus transformed), thou 
didst dwell in the body of the Sun and afflict him with thy own 
splendour ! And, O exalted one, in thy incarnations on those 
thousand occasions, thou hadst slain, O Krishna, sinful Asuras 
by hundreds! By destroying the Mauravas and the Paqas, 
and slaying Nisunda and Naraka, thou bast again rendered 
safe the road to Pragjyotisha ! Thou hast slain Ahvriti at 
Jaruthi, and Krktha and Shi^up&la with his adherents, and 
Jarasandha and Saivya and Satadhanwan ! And on thy car 
roaring like unto clouds and effulgent like the sun, thou didst 
obtain for thy queen the daughter of Bhoja, defeating Rukmi 
in battle ! Thou didst in fury slay Indradyumna and the 
Yavana called KaserumSn ! And slaying Salwa the lord of 
Saubha, thou didst destroy that city of Saubha itself ! These 
have all been slain in battle : listen to me as I speak of others 
(also slain by thee) ! At Iravati thou hast slain king Bhojft 
equal unto Karttaviryya in battle, and both Gopati and Tala- 
ketu also have been slain by thee ! And, O Janarddana, thou 
hast also appropriated unto thyself the sacred city of Dw&raka, 
abounding in wealth and agreeable unto the Rishis themselves, 
and thou wilt submerge it at the end within the ocean I O 
slayer of Madhu, how can crookedness be in thee, devoid as 
thou art, O thou of the Dasarha race, of anger and envy and 
untruth and cruelty ? O thou who knowest no deterioration, 
all the Rishis, coming unto thee seated in thy glory on the 
sacrificial ground, seek protection of thee ! And, O slayer of 
Madhu, thou stayest at the end of the Yuga , contracting all 
things and withdrawing this universe into thy own self, 
thou repressor of all foes ! 0 thou of the Vrishni race, at 
the beginning of the Yicga, there sprang from thy lotus-like 
navel, Brahmfi himself, the lord of all mobile and immobile 
things, and whose is this entire universe 1 When the dreadfttl 
Dlnavas Madhu and Kaitava were bent on slaying B rahmt, 
beholding their impious endeavour thou wert angry, end 'from 
thy forehead, O Hari, sprang Sarabhu, the holder of the tri* 
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dent ! - Thus these two foremost of the deities have sprung 
from thy 'body in order to do thy work ! Even Nirada it was 
who hath told me this 1 O Narayana, thou didst, in the forest 
of Chaitraratha, celebrate with plentiful gifts a grand sacrifice 
consisting of a multitude of rites ! O god, O thou of eyes like 
lotus leaves, the deeds thou hast performed while still a boy, 
having recourse to thy might and aided by Vaiadeva, have 
never before been done by others, nor are they capable of being 
achieved by others in the future ! Thou didst even dwell in 
Kailasa, accompanied by Brahmanas f ” 

Vaisampayana continued. “ Having addressed Krishna thus, 
the illustrious Panda va, who was the soul of Krishna, became 
dumb, when Janarddana (in reply) addressed that son of Pritha, 
saying, ‘ Thou art mine and I am thine, while all that is mine 
is thine also ! He that hateth thee hateth me as well, and he 
that followeth thee followeth me ! O thou irrepressible one, 
thou art Nara and I am Narayana or Hari ! We are the 
Rishis Nara and Narayana, born in the world of men for a 
special purpose. O Partha, thou art from me and I am from 
thee ! O bull of the Bharata race, no one can understand the 
difference that is between us !’ ” 

Vaisampftyana continued. “ When the illustrious Ke$ava had 
said so in the midst of that assembly of brave kings, all excited 
with anger, Panchali surrounded by Dhristadyumna and her 
other heroic brothers, approached him of eyes like lotus-leaves 
seated with his cousins, and, desirous of protection, addressed 
in angry accents that refuge of all, saying, ‘Asita and Devala 
have said that in the matter of the creation of ail things, thou 
hast been indicated (by the sages) as the only Prajdpati and 
the Creator of all the worlds ! And, O irrepressible one, Jama- 
dagnya saith that thou art Vishnu , and, O slayer of Madhu, that 
thou art (the embodiment of) Sacrifice , the Sacvificer and he 
for whom the sacrifice is performed ! And, O best of male 
beings, the Rishis indicate thee as Forgiveness and Truth ! 
Ka$yapa hath said that thou art Sacrifice sprung from Truth ! 
O exited one, Narada calleth thee the god of the Sadhyas, 
and of the Sivas, as also the Creator and the Lord of all things, 
And, O tiger among men, thou repeatedly sportest with the gods 
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including Brahma and Sankara and Sakra even as children 
sporting their toys ! And, O exalted one, the firmament is 
covered by thy head, and the earth by thy feet ! These worlds afd 
as thy womb and thou art the Eternal one ! With Risbis sancti- 
fied by Yedic lore and asceticism, and whose bouIs have been 
purified by penance, and who are contented with soul- vision, 
thou art the best of all objects ! And, O chief of all male beings, 
"thou art the refuge of all royal sages deyoted to virtuous acts, 
never turning their backs on the field of battle, and possessed 
of every accomplishment ! Thou art the Lord of all, thou art 
Omnipresent, thou art the Soul of all things, and thou art the 
active power pervading everything ! The rulers of the several 
worlds, those worlds themselves, the stellar conjunctions, the 
ten points of the horizon, the firmament, the Moon, and the 
Sun, are all established in thee ! And, O mighty-armed one, 
the mortality of (earthly) creatures, the inmortality of the 
universe, are established in thee ! Thou art the Supreme lord of 
all creatures, celestial or human ! Therefore it, is O slayer 
of Madhu, that impelled by the affection thou bearest me that 
I will relate to thee my griefs ! O Krishna, how could one like 
me, the wife of Pritha’s sons, the sister of Dhristadyumna, and 
the friend of thee, be dragged to the assembly ! Alas, during 
my season, stained with blood, with but a single cloth on, 
trembling all over, and weeping, was I dragged to the court of 
the Kurus ! Beholding me, stained with blood in the presence 
of those kings iu the assembly, the wicked sons of Dhrita- 
rashtra laughed at me ! O slayer of Madhu, while the sons of 
Pandu and the Panchalas and the Vrishnis lived, they dared 
express ther desire of using me as their slave | O Krishna, I am, 
according to the ordinance, the daughter-in-law of both Dhrita- 
r&shtra and Bhishma I Yet, O slayer of Madhu, they wished 
to make of me a slave by force ! I blame the P&ndavas who are 
mighty and foremost in battle, for they saw (without stirring) 
their own wedded wife known over all the world, treated with 
such cruelty ! Oh fie on the might of Bhimasena, fie on the (?#n- 
diva of Aijuna, for they, O Janarddana, both suffered me to be 
thus disgraced by little men ! This eternal course of morality is 
eyer followed by the virtuous— that the husband, however 

6 
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Weak, protecteth his wedded wife ! By protecting the wife one 
protecteth his offspring, and by protecting the offspring one 
protecteth his own self ! One’s own self is begotten on one’s 
wife, and therefore it is that the wife is called Jay a,. A wife 
also should protect her lord, remembering that he is to take 
his birth "in her womb ! The Pandavas never forsake the person 
that solititeth their protection ; and yet they abandoned me 
Who 'solicited it 1 By my ‘five husbands five sons of exceeding 
energy have been born of me : Prativindhya by Yudhishthira, 
Sutasoma by Vrikodara, Srutakirti by Arjuna, Satanika by 
Nakula *anfl Smtakarman by the youngest, all of them of 
energy that cannot be baffled. For their sake, O Janarddana, it 
was necessary to protect me ! Even as (thy son) Pradyumna, 
they are, O Krishna, mighty warriors all ! They are foremost of 
bowmen, and invincible in battle by any foe ! Why do they bear 
the wrongs inflicted (on me) by the sons of Dhritar&sbtra of 
such contemptible strength ? Deprived of their kingdom by 
deception, the Pandavas were made bondsmen and I myself was 
dragged to the assembly while in my season, and having 
only a single doth on ! Tie on that Gandiva which none 
cflse cm string save Arjuna and Bhima and thyself, 0 slayer of 
Madhu ! Tie on the strength of Bbima, and fie on the prowess 
of Aijana, since, 0 Krishna, Duryodhana (after what he had 
done) hath drawn breath even for a moment ! He it is, O slayer 
of Madhu, who formerly drove the guileless Pandavas with 
their mother from the kingdom, while they were children still 
engaged in study and the observance of their vows. Jt is 
that sinful wretch who, horrible to relate, mixed in Bhima’s 
food fresh and virulent poison in full dose. But, 0 Janarddana, 
Bhima digested that poison with the food, without sustaining 
any injury, for, O best of men and mighty-armed one, Bhima’s 
days had not been enfled ! And, O Krishna, it is Duryodhana 
who at the house standing by the banian called Pramdna 
bound Bhima sleeping unsuspectingly, and casting him into 
the Ganges returned to the city. But the powerful Bhimasena 
the son of Kunti, possessed of mighty arms, on waking from 
sleep, tore his bonds and rose from the water. It is Duryo- 
dhana who caused venomous black-cobras to bite all oyer the 
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body of Bhinq^sena, but that slayer of foes died not. Awaking, 
the son of Kunti smashed all the serpents and with his left 
hand killed (the agent, viz,) the favorite charioteer of Duryo^ 
dhanat Again, while the children were lying asleep at Varana- 
xsata with their mother, it is he who, set fire- to< the house 
intending to bum them to death. Who- is there capable 
of doing such as an act ? It was then that the illustrious 
Kunti, overtaken, by this calamity, and surrounded* by, the 
flames, began to cry out in terror, speaking to- her children* 
—Alas, I am undone ! How shall we escape from this fire 
today! Alack, I shall meet with destruction, with my* little 
children !— Then Bhima, possessed* of mighty arms, and prowess 
like unto the force of the wind, comforted his illustrious 
mother as also his brothers, saying, — Like that king of birds, 
Gadura, the son, of Vin&ba, I will spring up into the air. We 
have no fear from this fire. — And then taking his mother on hi* 
left flank, and the king in his right, and the twins on each 
shoulder, and Vivatsu on his back, the mighty Vrikodara* thus 
taking all of them, at one leap cleared the fire and delivered 
his mother and brothers from the conflagration. Setting out 
that night with their renowned mother, they came near the 
forest of Hidimva. And while fatigued and distressed, they 
were sleeping fast withvher, a* Rakshasa woman called Hidimva 
approached them. Beholding the Pandavas with their- mother 
asleep on the ground* influenced/ by desire she sought to have 
Bhimasena for her lord The weak one then took up Bhima’s 
feet one her lap>to press them with her soft hands. The mighty 
Bhima of immeasurable energy, of. prowess that* could not Jb« 
baffled; then woke from- sleep* and asked' her, saying, — 0 thou 
of faultless features, what dost thou wish here T— Thus 
naked by him, the Rakshasa lady of faultless feature capable, 
besides, of assuming any form at will, replied*, unto the high- 
souled Bhima, saying, — Do ye speedily fly this place ! My 
brother gifted with strength will come to slay ye ! Therefone, 
speed and tarry not ! — But Bhima haughtily said,— I do not 
fear him ! If he cometh here, I will slay him-! — Hearing their 
converse, that vilest of cannibals camp to the spot. Of fright* 
ful form and dreadful to behold, uttering loud cries m he came. 
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the B&kshasa said, — O Hidimv&, with whom dost thou con- 
verse ? Bring him unto me. I will eat him up. It behoveth thee 
to tarry not. — But moved by compassion, the R&kshasa lady 
Of faultless features and pure heart said nothing out of pity. 
Then the man-eating monster, uttering dreadful cries, rushed 
at Bhima with great force. And approaching him furiously, the 
mighty cannibal, possessed with rage, caught hold of Bhima’s 
hand with his own, and clenching fast his other hand and 
making it hard as the thunder-bolt of Indra, suddenly struck 
Bhima a blow that descended with the force of lightning. His 
hand having been seized by the Bakshasa, Vrikodara, without 
being able to brook it, flew into a rage. Then a dreadful combat 
took place between Bhimasena and Hidimva, both skilled in all 
weapons, and which was like unto the encounter of Vasava 
with Vritra. And, O sinless one, after sporting with the 
Bakshasa for a long while, the powerful Bhima of mighty 
energy slew the cannibal when the latter had become weak 
With exertion. Then having slain Hidimva, and taking (his 
sister) Hidimva at their head, of whom was (subsequently) 
bom Ghatotkacha, Bhima and his brothers went away. Then 
all those repressors of their foes, accompanied by their mother 
and surrounded by many Brahmanas proceeded towards Eka- 
chakrsi. In the matter of this their journey, Yyasa ever 
engaged in their welfare had become their counsellor. Then 
arriving at Ekachakra, the Pandavas of rigid vows there also 
slew a mighty cannibal, Vaka by name, terrible as Hidimva 
himself. And having slain that fierce cannibal, Bhima that 
foremost of smiters, went with all his brothers to the capital 
of Drupada. And, O Krishna, as thou hadst acquired Rukmi- 
ni the daughter of Bhishmaka, even so Savyasachin, while 
residing there, obtained me ! 0 slayer of Madhu, Arjuna won 
me in the Sayamvara, having performed a feat difficult of 
achievement by others and having fought also with the assem- 
bled kings ! 

. “ ‘Thus, O Krishna, afflicted with numerous griefs and in 
great distress, am I living, with Dhaumya at our head, but 
deprived of the company of the adorable Kunti ! Why do these 
that are gifted with strength and possessed of the prowess of 
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the lion, sit indifferently, beholding me thus afflicted by enemies 
so despicable ? Suffering such wrongs at the hands of wicked 
and evil-doing foes of small strength, am I to bum in grief so 
long ? Boru I was in a great race, coming into the world in 
an extraordinary way! I am also the beloved wife of the 
P&ndavas, and the daughter-in-law of the illustrious P&ndu ! 
The foremost of women and devoted to my husbands, even I 9 
O Krishna, was seized by the hair, O slayer of Madhu, in the 
sight of the Pandavas, each of whom is like an Indra himself !* 

“ Saying this the mild-speeched Krishna hid her face with 
her soft hands like the buds of lotus, and began to weep. 
And the tears of Panch&li begot of grief washed her deep, 
plump and graceful breasts crowned with auspicious marks. 
And wiping her eyes and sighing frequently she said these 
words angrily and in a choked voice : — ‘Husbands, or sons, or 
friends, or brothers, or father, have I none ! Nor have I thee, 

0 thou slayer of Madhu, for ye all, beholding me treated so 
cruelly by inferior foes, sit still unmoved ! My grief at Kar- 
na’s ridicule is incapable of being assuaged ! On four grounds 

1 deserve to be ever protected by thee, O Kegava, viz, our 
relationship, thy respect (for me), our friendship, and thy lord- 
ship (over me) t ” 

VaisampEyaUa continued. “In that assembly of heroes 
Vasudeva then spake unto the weeping Draupadi as follows 
*0 fair lady, the wives of those with whom thou art angry, 
shall weep even like thee, beholding their husbands dead on 
the ground, weltering in blood and their bodies covered with 
the arrows of Yivatsu ! Weep not, lady, for I will exert t5 
the utmost of my power for the sons of Pandu ! I promise 
thou shalt (once more) be the Queen of kings ! The heavens 
might fall, or the Himavat might split, the earth might be 
Tent, or the waters of the ocean might dry up, but my words 
shall never be futile !’ Hearing these words of Achyuta it 
reply, Draupadi looked obliquely at her third husband (Aijuna). 
And, O mighty king, Arjuna said unto Draupadi, ‘O thou of 
beautiful coppery eyes, grieve not! O illustrious one, it 
shall be even as the slayer of Madhu hath said ! It can never 
be otherwise, O beautiful one !* 
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, “ Dhrish tadyumna said, ‘I will slay Drona, Sikhandi wilt 

day the grand-father. And Bhimasena will slay Duryodhana^ 
and Dhananjaya will slay Kama*. And, O' sister, assisted 
B&maand Kr ishna, w.e [are invincible in battle by even the 
slayer himself of Vritra— *what are the sons of Dhritaraehtra V ” 

Vaisampayana continued. “After, these words had been 
spoken, all the heroes there turned their faces towards Vasu.- 
deva, Who* then in their midst began to speak as follows.” 

Thus ends the twelfth Section, in the Arjun&yigiwnana o£ 
the Yana Parva. 


Section XIII. 

(Arjunavigamana. Parva, continued) 

“ VSbsudeva said. *0 lord of earth, if I had been present 
at Dwaraka, then, O king, this evil would not have befallen 
thee ! And, O irrepressible one, coming unto the gambling- 
match, even if uninvited by the son of AmvikS, (Dhritarashtra)* 
or Duryodhana, or by the other Kauravas, I would have pre- 
vented the game from taking place, by showing its many evils, 
summoning to my aid Bhishma mid Drona and Kripa and 
Yahlika I O exalted one, for thy sake I would have told the 
Son of Y ichi tra viryya, — 0 foremost of monarchs, let thy sons 
have nothing to do with dice ! — I would have shown the many 
evils (of dice) through which tho ( u hast fallen into such distress 
and the son of Virasena was formerly deprived of his kingdom ! 
O king, unthought-of evils befall a man from dice ! I would 
have described how a man once engaged in the game continueth 
to play (from desire of victory). Women, dice, hunting and 
drinking to which people become addicted in consequence of 
temptation, have been regarded as the four evils that deprive 
a man of prosperity. And those versed in the Shastras are of 
opinion that evils attend upon all these, They also that are 
addicted to dice know ail its evils. O thou of mighty arms, 
appearing before the son of Amvika, I would have pointed out 
that through dice men in a day lose their possessions, and fall 
into distress, and are deprived of their untasted wealth, and 
exchange harsh words ! 0 perpetuator of the Kuru race, I 
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would have pointed out these and other attendant evils ! If he 
had accepted my words thus addressed, the welfare of th£ 
Kurus as also Virtue itself would both have been secured ! 
And, O foremost of kings, if he had rejected my gentle counsels 
offered as medicine, then, O best of the Bharata race, I would 
have compelled him by force ! And if those who wait at his 
oourt, professing to be his friends but in reality his foes, had 
supported him, then I would have slain them all, along with 
those gamblers there present ! O Kauravya, it is owing to my 
absence from the Anartta country at that time that thou hast 
fallen into such distress begot of dice ! O thou best of Kurus, 
O son of Bandu, on arriving at Dw&raka I learnt from Yuyu- 
dhana all about thy calamity ! And, O foremost of kings, 
directly I heard it, with a heart sore agitated by grief, have I 
atpeedily come here wishing to see thee, O king ! Alas ! bull 
of the Bharata race, ye have all fallen into dire distress ! I see 
thee with thy brothers plunged in misfortune !* ” 

Thus ends the thirteenth Section in the Arjunavigamana of 
the Vana Parva. 


Section XIV, 

( Arjunavigamana Parva continued J 

** Yudhishthira said. ‘O Krishna, why wert thou absent 
(from the Anartta country) ? And, O descendant of the 
Vrishni race, while thou wert away, where didst thou dwell ? 
And what didst thou do while out of thy kingdom V 

“ Krishna said, 1 O bull of the Bharata race, I had gone 
for the purpose of destroying the (airranging) city of S&lwa. 
And, O foremost of the Kauravas, listen to the reasons I had 
for so doing ! The heroic son Df Damaghosa, the well-known 
king Si9upSla of mighty arms and great energy, was slain 
by me, O best of Bharatas, at thy Rajasuya sacrifice, 
because that wicked one could not from anger bear to see 
the first worship offered to me ! Hearing that he had been 
slain, Salwa, burning with fierce anger, came to Dwaraka, 
while, O Bharata, it was empty, myself being away, residing 
faere ! And having arrived there on a car made of precious 
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metals and hence called the Sauva, he had an encounter with 
the youthful princes of the Vrishni race — those bulls of that line 
— and fought with them mercilessly. * And slaughtering many 
youthful Vrishnis of heroic valor, the wicked one devastated all 
the gardens of the city. And, O thou of mighty arms, he 
said,— Where is that wretch of the Vrishni race, Vasudeva, 
the evil-souled son of Vasudeva? I will humble in battle 
the pride of that person so eager for fight ! Tell me truly, 

0 Anartta8 ! I will go there where he is. And after killing 
that slayer of Kansa and Kesi, will I return ! By my weapon 

1 swear that I will not return without slaying him ! — And 
exclaiming repeatedly, — Where is he f Where is he ? the 
lord of the Saubha rusheth to this place and that, desirous of 
encountering me in battle ! And Salwa also said, — Impelled by 
wrath for the destruction of S^upala I shall today send to 
the mansion of Yama that trecherous miscreant of mean 
mind ! — And, O king, he further said, — That Janarddana shall 
I slay, who, wretch that he is, hath killed my brother king 
Sicjupala, my brother who was but a boy of tender years, and 
who was slain not on the field of battle but unprepared as 
he was ! — Having, O great king, wailed thus, and having, O 
son of the Kuru race, abused me thus, he rose into the sky 
on his car of precious metals capable of going anywhere at 
will ! On returning (to my kingdom) I heard what, O Kau- 
ravya, the evil-minded and wicked king of M&rtika had said 
regarding myself I And, O descendant of the Kuru race, I 
was agitated with wrath, and, O king, having reflected upon 
everything, I set my heart upon slaying him ! And learning, 
O Kauravya, of his oppression of the Anarttas, of his abuse of 
myself, and of his excessive arrogance, I resolved upon the 
destruction of that wretch ! And, O lord of earth, I accordingly 
set out (from my city), for slaying the (lord of) the Saubha. And 
searching him here and there I found him in an island in the 
midst of the ocean ! Then, O king, blowing my conch called 
the Panchajanya obtained from the sea, and challenging 
S&lwa to combat, I stood for the fight ! At that instant I 
had an encounter with numerous Danavas, all of whom, 
however, J subdued and prostrated on the ground, 0 mighty 
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armed one, it was owing to this affair that I could not then 
come (unto thee) T As soon as I heard of the unfair game 
at dice at H&stin&pura, I have come here desirous of seeing 
ye who have been plunged in distress !’ ” 

Thus ends the fourteenth Section in the Arjunavigamana of 
the Vana Parva. 


Section XV. 

( Arjunctbhigamana Parva continued .) 

f< Yudhishthira said, ‘O illustrious Vasudeva of mighty 
arms, tell thou in detail of the death of the lord of Saubha.— 
My curiosity hath not been appeased by thy narration.’ 

“ Vasudeva said, ‘O mighty-armed king, hearing that the 
son of Srutasravas (Skjupala) had been slain by me, Salwa, O 
best of the Bharata race, came to the city of Dwaravati ! 
And, O son of Pandu, the wicked king, stationing his forces 
in array, invested that city around, and above. And stationing 
himself in the upper regions, the king began his fight with 
the city. And that encounter commenced with a thick shower 
of weapons from all sides. And, O bull of the Bharata race, 
the city at that time was well furnished on all sides, according 
to the science (of fortifications), with penons, and arches, 
and combatants, and walls and turrets, and engines, and 
miners, and streets barricaded with spiked wood-works, and 
towers and edifices on gate- ways well-filled with provisions, 
and offensive weapons, and engines for hurling burning brands 
and fires, and vessels of deer-skins (for carrying water), and 
trumpets, tabors, and drums, lances and forks, and Sataghni#, 
and plough-shares, rockets, balls of stone, and battle-axes and 
other weapons, and shields embossed with iron, and engines 
for hurling balls and bullets and hot liquids ! And the city 
was also well-defended by numerous cars, and, O tiger among 
Kurus, by Gada and Shamva and Uddhava and others, and 
by warriors of prowess tried in battle, all well-born and capa- 
ble of encountering any foe ! And these all placing themselves 
on commanding posts, aided by cavalry and standard-bearers, 
began to defend the town, And Ugrasena and Uddhava and 
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others, to prevent carelessness, proclaimed throughout th 
dty that nobody should drink. And all the Yrishnis and the 
Andhakas, well-knowing that they would be slain by Silwa 
if they behaved carelessly, remained sober and watchful. And 
the police soon drove out of the city all mimes and dancers 
and singers of the Anartta country. And all the bridges over 
rivers were destroyed, and boats forbidden to ply, and the 
trenches (around the city) were spiked with poles at the 
bottom. And the land around the city for full two miles 
was rendered uneven, and holes and pits were dug thereon, and 
combustibles were secreted below the surface. Our fort, O sin- 
less one, is naturally strong and always well-defended and filled 
with all kinds of weapons ! And in consequence of the pre- 
parations made, our city was more prepared than ever to 
meet the foe. And, O chief of the Bharatas, in consequence 
of all this, the city looked lik$ that of Indra himself ! And, 
O king, at the time of Salwa’s approach, nobody could either 
enter or leave the town of the Yrishnis and the Andhakas 
without presenting the sign that had been agreed upon. And 
all the streets of the town and the open spaces were filled with 
numerous elephants and horses ! And, O thou of mighty arms, 
the combatants were all especially gratified with allowances and 
wages, and rations, and weapons, and dresses ! And aiqpngst 
the combatants there was none who was not paid in gold, 
and none who was not paid at all, and none who was not some- 
how obliged, and none who was not of tried valour ! And, O 
thou of eyes like lotus leaves, it was thus that Dwaraka, 
abounding in well-ordered arrangements, was defended by 
Ahuka (Ugrasena) f ” 

Thus ends the fifteenth Section in the Arjunavigamana of 
the Yana Parva. 


Section XVI. 

(Aiyunabhigamana Parva continued. ) 

u Vasudeva continued, ‘O king of kings, Salwa, the lord 
of Saubha, came towards our city with an immense force con- 
ning of infantry, cavalry and elephants ! And the aimy 
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headed by king Silwa, consisting of four kinds of forces, occu- 
pied a level ground commanding a copious water-supply. And 
forsaking cemeteries and temples dedicated to the gods, and 
sacred trees, and grounds covered by anthills, that host occupied 
every other place* And the roads (leading to the city) were 
blocked up by the divisions of the army, and the secret 
entrances also were all blocked up by the enemy’s camp. 
And, O Kauravya, like unto the lord of birds (Garuda), 
the ruler of Saubha rushed towards Dwaraka, bringing with 
him, O bull among men, his host equipped with all kinds 
of arms, skilled in all weapons, consisting of a dense display 
of cars and elephants and cavalry, abounding in banners, 
and well-paid and well-fed foot-soldeirs possessed of great 
strength mid bearing every mark of horoism and furnished 
with wonderful chariots and bows. And beholding the army of 
S&iwa approach, the youthfuf princes of the Vrishni race 
resolved to encounter it, sallying out of the city. And, O king, 
Ch&rudeshna, S&mva, and the mighty warjior Pradyumna, 
O descendant of the Kuru race, sallied out, ascending on their 
chariots, and clad in mail, and decked in ornaments, with colors 
flying, resolved to encounter the mighty and countless host of 
S&lwa ! And Samva taking up his bow, eagerly attacked on 
the field of battle Kshemavriddhi, the commander of Salwa's 
forces and his chief counsellor also ! And, O thou foremost 
of Bharatas, the son of Jamba vati then began to shower 
arrows in a continuous stream even as Indra showereth down 
rain ! And, O mighty king, then Kshemavriddhi the com- 
mander of Salwa’s forces, bore that shower of arrows, immov- 
able as the Himavat ! And, O foremost of kings, Kshema- 
vriddhi, on his part, discharged at Samva a mightier volley of 
shafts, aided by his powers of illusion ! And dispersing by 
counter-illusion that discharge inspired by illusion, Samva 
showered on his (adversary's) car a thousand arrows! Then 
pierced by the shafts of S&mva and overwhelmed therewith, 
Kahej^avriddbir the commander of the hostile host, left the 
field by the help of his fleet steeds ! And when the wicked 
general of S&lwa had left the field, a mighty Daitya called 
Vbgpiwafc rushed at' my- son ! And, * 0 best of monarchs, thus 
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attacked, tie heroic S&mva, that perpetuator of the Vrishni 
race, bore that onset of Vega vat, keeping his ground. And, O 
son of Kunti, the heroic Samva, of prowess incapable of being 
bafflocl, whirling a quickly-going mace, hurled it speedily at 
Vegavat ! And, O king, struck with that mace, Vegavat fell 
down on the ground, like a weather-beaten and faded lord of 
the forest of decayed roots ! And on that heroic Asura 
of mighty energy being slain with the mace, my son entered 
within that mighty host and began to fight with all. And, 
O great king, a well-known DSnava named Vivindya, a mighty 
warrior weilding a large and powerful bow, encountered Ch&ru- 
deshna ! And, O monarch, the encounter between Chfcrudeshna 
and Vivindhya was as fierce as that in days of yore between 
Vritra and Yasava ! And enraged with each other, the combat- 
ants pierced each other with their arrows, uttering loud 
roars like unto two powerful lions ! Then the son of Rukmini 
fixed on his bow-string a mighty weapon possessing the splen- 
dour of fire or tlje sun, and capable of destroying all foes, hav- 
ing first vivified it with incantations ! Then, O monarch, 
that mighty warrior, my son, fired with wrath, challenged 
Vivindhya, and discharged the weapon at him. And the Danava, 
struck with that weapon, fell down on the ground a lifeless 
corpse ! And beholding Vivindhya slain, and the whole host 
waver, Salwa advanced again on his beautiful car capable of 
going everywhere. And, O king of mighty arms, beholding 
Salwa on that beautiful car of his, the combatants of Dw&rak& 
wavered with fear ! But, O thou of the Kuru race, Pradyumna 
sallied out, and, O great king, bidding the Anarttas be of 
good cheer, said, — Waver ye not, and staying behold me fight ! 
Even I shall, by main force, repell that car with Slilwa on it ! 
Ye Yadavas, this day, I shall with my weapons like unto ser- 
pents, discharged from my bow with my hand destroy this 
host of the lord of Saubha ! Be of good cheer, ye all 1 Fear 
not ! The lord of Saubha will be slain to day ! Attacked 
by me, the wretch will meet with destruction together 
with his car !— 0 son of Pandu, upon Pradyumna speaking 
thus with cheerful heart, the Y&dava host, O hero, remained 
on the field, and began to fight cheerfully ” 
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Thus ends the sixteenth Section in the Arjunabhigamana 
af the Yana Parva, 


Section XVII. 

( Arjunabhigamana Parva continued ). 

“Vasudeva continued, *0 bull of the Bharata race, having 
spoken thus unto the Yadavas, the son of Rukmini (Pradyumna) 
ascended his golden car. ' And the car he rode was drawn by 
excellent steeds in mail And over it stood a standard bearing 
the figure of a Makara with <gaping mouth and fierce as Yams. 
And with his steeds, more flying than running on the ground, he 
rushed against the foe. And the hero equipped with quiver 
and sword, with fingers cased in leather, twanged his bow 
possessed of the spendour of the lightning, with great strength, 
and transfering it from hand to hand, as if in contempt of 
the enemy, spread confusion among the Danavas and other 
warriors of the city of Saubha. And as he sat in contempt 
of the foe, and continuously slew the Danavas in battle, no 
one could mark the slightest interval between his successive 
shafts. And the color of his face changed not, and his limbs 
trembled not. And people only heard his loud leonine roars 
indicative of wonderful valor. And the aquatic monster with 
mouth wide open, that devourer of all fishes, placed on the gold- 
en flag-staff of that best of cars, stuck terror into the hearts of 
Salwa’s warriors. And, 0 king, Pradyumna the mower of foes 
rushed with speed against Salwa himself so desirous of an en- 
counter ! And, O perpetuator of the Kuru race, braved by the 
heroic Pradyumna in that mighty battle, the angry Salwa could 
ill bear the challenge ! And that conqueror of hostile cities, Salwa, 
maddened by anger, descended from his beautiful car of un- 
checked speed, resolved to encounter Pradyumna. And the 
people beheld the fight between Salwa and the foremost of 
Vrisimi heroes, which was even like unto the encounter between 
Vftsava with Vali. And, O hero, mounting on his beautiful car 
decked with gold and furnished with flags and flagstaff#, and 
quivers, the illustrious and mighty Salwa began to disetauge 
bis arrows at Pradyumna ! Pradyumna also by the energy of 
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his arms, overwhelmed Sawla in the combat by a thick shower 
of arrows. The king of Saubha, however* thus attacked i0 
battle by Pradyumna, endured him not, but discharged at my 
son arrows that were like biasing fire. But the mighty Pra- 
dyumna parried off that arrowy shower. Beholding this, Salwa 
rained on my son other weapons of biasing spendour. Then, O 
for emost of monarchs, pierced by the shafts of Salwa, the son 
of Rukmini discharged without loss of time an arrow that was 
capable of enfceri ng the vitals of a foe in fight. And that 
winged shaft shot by my son, piercing Salwa’s mail, entered his 
heart, — whereupon he fell down in a swoon. And beholding the 
heroic king Salwa fall down deprived of sense, the foremost of 
the Danavas fled away, rending the ground beneath their feet. 
And, O lord of the earth, the army of Salwa sent up exclama- 
tions of Oh! and Alas /, seeing their king, the lord of Saubha, 
drop down bereft of sense ! And, O son of the Kuru race, 
regaining his senses, the mighty Salwa rose and all of a 
sudden discharged his arrows on Pradyumna. Then the heroio 
and mighty-armed Pradyumna, sorely pierced by his adversary 
about his throat, was enfeebled on his car. And, O mighty king, 
wounding the son of Rukmini, Salwa sent up a shout like unta 
the roar of a lion, and filling the entire earth with it ! And, 
O Bharata, when my son became senseless, Sklwa, without 
losing a moment, again discharged at him other shafts difficult 
to bear. And pierced with numberless arrows and deprived of 
his senses, Pradyumna, O chief of the Kuru race, became; 
motionless on the field of bal tie f ” 

Thus ends the seventeenth Section in the Arj unkbhigamana 
of the Yana Parva. 


Section XVIIL 

(Arjun&bhigamana Parva continued .) 

• “Visudeva continued, 'O king, afflicted with the arrows 
of Sfclwa, when Pradyumna became senseless, the Vrishpis 
who had come to the fight -were all disheartened and filled 
with grief ! And the combatants of the Vrishni and Andhaka 
races burst into exclamations of Oh ! and Alas /, while great 
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joy was felt by the enemy. And beholding him thus deprived 
of sense, his trained charioteer the son of Diruka, soon carried 
him off the field by the help of his fleet steeds. The car 
had not gone far when that best of warriors regained his 
senses, and taking up his bow addressed his charioteer, saying, 
— O son of the Suta tribe, what hast thou done ? Why dost 
thou go leaving the field of battle ? This is not the custom 
of the Vrishni heroes in battle ! O son of a Suta, hast thou 
been bewildered at the sight of Salwa in that fierce encounter ? 
Or hast thou been disheartened, beholding the fight ? O ! tell 
me truly thy mind ! — The charioteer answered, — O son of 
Janarddana, I have not been confounded, nor hath fear takeft 
possession of me. On the other hand, O son of Ke$ava, the 
task, I ween, of vanquishing Salwa is difficult for thee J 
Therefore, O hero, I am slowly retiring from the field. This 
wretch is stronger than thou art ! It behoveth a charioteer to 
protect the warrior on the car, however brave, when he is 
deprived of his senses ! O thou gifted with length of days, 
thou shouldst always be protected by me, even as it behoveth 
thee to protect me ! Thinking that the warrior on the car 
should always be protected (by his charioteer), I am carrying 
thee away ! Further, O thou of mighty arms, thou art alone, 
while the Danavas are many. Thinking, G son of Rukmini, 
that thou art not equal to them in the encounter, I am going 
away 1 — ’ 

“ Vasudeva continued, ‘When the charioteer had spoken 
thus, he, O Kauravya, who hath the makara for his mark, 
replied unto him, saying, — Turn the car ! O son of Dimka, 
never do so again ; never, O Suta, turn thou from the fight, 
while I am alive ! He is no son of the Vrishni race who for- 
saketh the field, or slayeth the foe fallen at his feet and crying 
I am thine !, or killeth a woman, a boy, or an old man, or a 
warrior in distress, deprived of his car or with his weapons 
broken \ I'hou art bora in the race of charioteers and trained 
to thy craft ! And, O son of Daruka, thou art acquainted 
with the customs of the Vrishnis in battle! Versed as thou 
art with all the customs of the Vrishnis in battle, do thou, 
0 Suta, never again fly from the field as thou hast done l 
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What will the irrepressible Madhava, the elder brother of 
Gada, say to me when he heareth that I have left the field of 
battle bewiderment, or that I have been struck on the 

back — a run-away from the combat ! What will the elder 
brother of Kegava, the mighty-armed Valadeva, clad in blue 
and inebriate with wine, say, when he retumeth ? What also, 

0 Suta, will that lion among men, the grand-son of Shini 
( Satyaki ), that great warrior, say on hearing that I have 
forsaken the fight ? And, O charioteer, what will the ever* 
victorious Samva, the irrepressible Charudeshna, and Gada, 
and Sarana, and Akrura also of mighty arms, say unto me ? 
What also will the wives of the Vrishni heroes, when they 
meet together, say of me who had hitherto been considered 
as brave and well-conducted, respectable and possessed of 
manly pride ? They will even say, This Pradyumna is a 
coiuard who cometh here , leaving the great battle ! Fie on 
him ! They will never say, Well done ! Ridicule, with ex- 
clamations of Fie ! is to me or persons like me, O Suta, more 
than death ! Therefore, do thou never again leave the field of 
battle ! Reposing the charge on me, Hari the slayer of Madhu, 
hath gone to the sacrifice of the Bharata lion (Yudhishthira) \ 
Therefore, I cannot bear to be quiet now ! O Suta, when 
the brave Kritavarman was sallying out to encounter Salwa, 

1 prevented him, saying, I will resist Saliva. Bo thou stay / 
For honoring me the son of Hridika desisted ! Having left 
the field of battle, what shall I say unto that mighty warrior 
when I meet him ? When that irrepressible one of mighty 
arms — the holder of the conch, the discus, and the mace — 
returneth, what shall I say unto him of eyes like lotus leaves ? 
Satyaki, and Yaladeva, and others of the Vrishni and Andhaka 
races always boast of me ! What shall I say unto them ? O 
Suta, having left the field of battle, and with wounds of 
arrows on my back while being carried away by thee, I shall, 
by no means, be able to live ! Therefore, 0 son of Daruka, 
turn the car speedily, and never do so again, even in times 
of the greatest danger I I do not, O Suta, think life worth 
much, having fled from the field like a coward, and my back 
pierced with the arrows (of the enemy) ! Hast thou ever see** 
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me, O son of a Suta, fly in fear from the field of battle like a 
toward ? O son of Daruka, it behoved thee not to forsake 
the battle, while my desire of fight was not yet gratified ! 
Do thou, therefore, go back to the field ! — 1 ” 

Thus ends the eighteenth Section in the Arjunavigamana of 
the Vana Parva, 


Section XIX. 

( Arjundbhigamana Parva continued ). 

“ Vasudeva continued, £ Thus addressed, the son of the 
Suta race replied in haste unto Pradyumna, that foremost of 
all endued with strength, in these sweet words : — O son of 
Kukmini, I fear not to guide the horses on the field of battle, 
and I am acquainted also with the customs of the Vrishnis in 
war ! It is not otherwise in the least ! But, O thou blest 
with length of days, those that guide the car are taught that 
the warrior on the car is, by all means, to be protected by 
bis charioteer 1 Thou wert also much afflicted ! Thou wert 
much wounded by the arrows shot by Salwa. Thou wert also 
deprived of thy senses, O hero ! Therefore is it that I retired 
from the field ! But, O chief of the Satwatas, now that thou 
hast regained thy senses without much ado, do thou, O son 
of Ke$ava, witness my skill in guiding the horses ! I have 
been begotten by Daruka, and I have been duly trained l 
I will now penetrate into the celebrated array of Sawla, 
without fear ! — ’ 

" Vasudeva continued, 'Saying this, O hero, the charioteer, 
pulling the reins, began to lead the horses with speed towards 
the field of battle. And, O king, struck with the whip and 
pulled by the reins, those excellent steeds seemed to be 
flying in the air, performing various beautiful motions, now 
circular, now similar, now dissimilar, now to the right, now 
to the left. And, O king, those steeds, understanding, as 
it were, the intention of Daruka’s son endued with such 
lightness of hand, burned with energy, and seemed to go 
without touching the ground with their feet ! And that 

S 
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bull among men wheeled round S&lwa’s host so easily that they 
who witnessed it wondered exceedingly. And the lord of 
Saubha, unable to bear that manuvre of Pradyumna, instantly 
sent three shafts at the charioteer of his antagonist ! The char* 
ioteer, however, without taking any note of the force of those 
arrows, continued to go along the right. Then the lord of Sau-» 
bha, O hero, again discharged at my son by Rukmni, a shower 
of various kinds of weapons ! But that slayer of hostile heroes, 
the son of Rukmini, showing with a smile his lightness of hand, 
cut all those weapons off ere thy reached him. Finding his 
arrows cut off by Pradyumna, the lord of Saubha, having re- 
course to the dreadful illusion natural to A suras, began to pour 
a thick shower of arrows. But cutting into pieces those power- 
ful Daitya weapons shot at him in mid-career by means of 
his Brahma weapon, Pradyumna discharged winged shafts of 
other kinds. And these delighting in blood, warding off the 
shafts of the Daitya, pierced his head, bosom, and face. And 
at those wounds Salwa fell down senseless. And on the mean- 
minded Salwa falling down, afflicted with Pradyumna’s arrows, 
the son of Rukmini aimed another arrow at him, capable of 
destroying eveiy foe. And beholding that arrow worshipped by 
all the Dasarhas, and Earning like Ere and fatal as a venomous 
snake, fixed on the bow-string, the firmament was filled with 
exclamations of Oh ! and Alas ! Then all the celestials with 
Indra and the lord of treasures (Kuvera) at their head, sent 
Narada and the god -of wind endued with the speed of the 
mind. And these two approaching the son of Rukmini deli- 
vered unto him the message of the celestials, saying, — O hero, 
king Salwa is not to be slain by thee ! Do thou draw back 
the arrow. He is unslayable by thee in fight ! There breatheth 
not a person who cannot be killed by that arrow 4 O thou of 
•mighty arms, the Creator hath ordained his death at the hands 
of Krishna the son of Devaki ! Let this be not falsified !•— 
Thereupon, with a glad heart, Pradyumna withdrew that best 
of arrows from his excellent bow and deposited it back in his 
quiver. And then, O foremost of kings, the mighty Salwa, 
afflicted with the arrows of Pradyumna, rose disheartened, and 
speedily went away. Then, 0 king of kings, the kicked Salwa* 
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thus afflicted by the Vrishnis, mounted on his car of precious 
metals, and leaving Dwaraka skudded through tbe skies !’ ” 
Thus ends the nineteenth Section in the Arj unabhigamana 
of the Yana Parva. 


Section XX. 

(Arjwndbhigamana Parva continued.) 

“ Vasudeva said, ‘When Salwa had left the city of the 
Anarttas, I returned to it, O king, on the completion of thy 
great Rdjasuya sacrifice ! On my arrival I found Dwaraka shorn 
of its splendour, and, O great monarch, there were not heard 
sounds of Yedic recitation or sacrifical offerings. And the 
excellent damsels were all destitute of ornaments, and the 
gardens were devoid of beauty. And alarmed by the aspect, I 
asked the son of Hridika, saying, — Why is it that the men and 
women of the city of the Vrishnis are so woe-begone, O tiger 
among men ? — O thou best of kings, thus asked, the son of 
Hridika (Kritavarman) related to me in detail the invasion 
of the city by Salwa, and his (subsequent) departure from it. 
And, O thou foremost of Bharatae, hearing all, even then I 
made up my mind to slay Salwa. And encouraging the citi- 
zens, O best of Bharatas, I cheerfully addressed king Ahuka, 
and Anakdundhuvin* and the chief heroes of the Vrishni race, 
saying, — Do ye, G bulls among the Yadavas, stay in the city, 
taking every care, and know that I go to slay Salwa ! I return 
not to the city of Dwaravati without slaying him, I will again 
come to ye having compassed the destruction of Salwa together 
with his car of precious metals. Do ye strike up the sharp 
and middle and flat notes of theDundhuvi so dreadful to -foes ! 

• — And, O thou bull of the Bharata race, thus adequately en- 
couraged by me, those heroes cheerfully said unto — Go and 

slay the enemies! — And thus receiving the benedictions of 
those warriors with glad hearts, and causing the Brahmanas to 
utter auspicious words and bowing down to the best of the 
regenerate ones, and to Siva* also, I set out on my car unto 
whiob were yoked the horses Saivya, and Sugriva , filling all 
sides with the clatter (of my wheels) and blowing that best of 
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conches, the Pdncha^mya ! And, O king, O tiger among men, 
accompanied by my redoubted and victorious army consisting 
of the four kinds of forces, so persevering in battle, I set out ! 
And leaving many countries, and mountains crowned with 
trees, and pieces of water, and streams, I at last arrived at 
the country of M&rtikavarta, It is there, O thou tiger among 
men, that I heard that S&lwa was coursing on his car of pre- 
cious metals near the ocean, and I followed in his pursuit. 
And, O thou slayer of thy foes, having reached* the main, 
ISalwa on his car of costly metals was in the midst of the deep 
heaving with billows ! And on seeing me from a distance, O 
Yudhishthira, that one of wicked soul himself challenged me 
repeatedly to the fight. And many arrows capable of pierc- 
ing to the quick discharged from my bow reached not his car. 
And at this I was wroth ! And, O king, that essentially sin- 
ful wretch of a Daitya’s son, of irrepressible energy, on his part 
began to shoot thousands upon thousands of arrows in torrents ! 
And, O Bharata, he Tained shafts upon my soldiers and upon 
my charioteer and upon my steeds ! But without thinking of 
the shafts, we continued the conflict. Then the warriors follow- 
ing Salwa poured on me straight arrows by thousands. And 
the Asuras covered my horses and my car and D&ruka with 
arrows capable of piercing the very vitals. And, O hero, I 
could not at that time see either my horses, or my car, or my 
charioteer Daruka ! And I with my army was covered with 
weapons. And, O son of Kunti, superhumanly skilled in wea- 
pons, I also let fly from my bow arrows by tens of thousands, in- 
spiring them with mantras ! But as that car of costly metals was 
in the sky full two miles off, it could not, O Bharata, be seen 
by my troops. They could, therefore, only remaining on the 
field of battle look on like spectators in a place of amusement, 
cheering me on by shouts loud as the roar of the lion, and 
also by the sounds of their clapping. And the tinted arrows 
shot by the fore-part of my hand penetrated into the bodies 
of the Danavas like biting insects. And then arose cries 
in the car of precious metals from those that were dying of 
the wounds inflicted by those sharp arrows and falling into the 
waters of the mighty ocean. And the Danavas deprived of 
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their arms and necks, and wearing the form of Kavandas, *— 
fell, sending up tremendous roars. And as they fell they were 
devoured by animals living in the waters of the ocean. And 
then I powerfully blew the Panchajanya obtained from the 
waters and graceful as the lotus-stalk and white as milk or 
the Kunda f flower or the. moon or silver. And seeing his 
soldiers fall, Salwa the possessor of the car of precious metals 
began to fight with the help of illusion. And then he began 
to ceaselessly hurl at me maces, and ploughshares, and winged 
darts, and lances, and javelins, and battle-axes, and swords, and 
arrows blazing like javelins, and thunderbolts, and nooses, and 
broadswords, and bullets from barrels, and shafts, and axes, and 
rockets. And permitting them to come towards me, I soon des- 
troyed them all by counter-illusion. And on his illusion being 
rendered ineffectual, he began the contest with mountain- 
peaks, And, O Bharata, then there was darkness and light 
alternately, and the day was now fair, and now gloomy, and 
now hot, and now cold. And there was a perfect shower of 
coals, and ashes, and weapons. And creating such illusion the 
enemy faught with me. And ascertaining it I destroyed his 
illusion by counter-illusion. And in due time I showered 
arrows all around And then, O mighty king, the dome of 
heaven blazed as with an hundred suns, and, O son of Kunti, 
with an hundred moons, and thousands and tens of thousands 
of stars ! And then none could ascertain whether it was day 
or night, or distinguish the points of the horizon. And, 
becoming bewildered, I fixed on my bow-string the weapon 
called Prajndstra. And, O son of Kunti, the weapon went like 
unto flakes of pure cotton blown away by the winds ! And 
a great fight then took place, calcutated to make the down 
on one’s body stand on end. And, O best of monarchs, having 
regained light, I again faught with the enemy !’ ” 

Thus ends the twentieth Section in the Arjun&bbigamana 
of the Vana Parva. 


* A headless trunk supposed to prowl about battle-fields, and classed 
in the popular estimation with spirits of the lower order. — T. 
f A kind of Jasmine. 



Section XXI, 

(A rjundbhigamana Parva continued.) 

u Visudeva said, ‘O thou tiger among men, my great enemy, 
king Salwa, thus encountered by me in battle, again ascended 
the sky. And, O mighty monarch, inspired with the desire 
of victory, that wicked one hurled at me Sataghnie, * and 
mighty maces, and darning lances, and stout clubs, and swords. 
And as the weapons came along the sky, I speedily resisted 
them with my swift arrows, and cut them in two or three 
pieces before they came at me. And then there was a 
great noise in the welkin. And Salwa covered Diruka, and 
my steeds, and my car also with hundreds and thousands of 
straight shafts. Then, O hero, Daruka, evidently about to 
faint, said unto me, — Afflicted with the shafts of Salwa I 
stay in the fiield, because it is my duty to do so. But I am 
incapable of doing so (any longer). My body hath become 
weak] — Hearing these piteous words of my charioteer, I 
looked at him, and found the driver wounded with arrows. Nor 
was there a spot on his breast or the crown of his head, or 
his body, or his arms which was not, O thou foremost of the 
sons of Pandu, covered with shafts ! And blood flowed pro* 
fusely from his wounds inflicted by arrows, and he looked like 
unto a mountain of red chalk after a heavy shower. And, O 
bhou of mighty arms, seeing the charioteer with the reins in 
his hands thus pierced and enfeebled by the shafts of Salwa 
in the field of battle, I cheered him up ! 

“ And, O Bharata, about this time, a certaiu person, hav- 
ing his home in Dwaraka quickly coming to my car, addressed 
me like a friend, delivering to me, O hero, a message from 
Ahuka! He seemed to be one of Ahuka’s followers. And 
sadly and in a voice choked in sorrow, know, O Yudhishthira, 
be said these words : — O warrior, Ahuka, the lord of Dwaraka 
bath said these words unto thee ! O Ke9ava hear what thy 

* Some kind of destructive engine capable of killing hundreds of 
rarriors at a time. Some suppose it to have been a kind of catapults 
r canon. 
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father's friend sayeth : 0 son of the Vrishni race, 0 thou 
irrepressible one, in thy absence to-day Sdlwa, coming to 
Dwdrdkd, hath by main force kiUed Vasudeva l Therefore , 
no need of battle any more . Cease, 0 Janctrddanat Do 
thou defend Dwdrakd ! This is thy principal duty /— 
Hearing these words of his, my heart became heavy, and I 
could not ascertain what I should do and what I should not# 
And, O hero, hearing of that great misfortune, I mentally 
censured Satyaki, and Yaladeva, and also that mighty warrior 
Pradyumna. Having reposed on them the duty of protecting 
Dwaraka and Vasudeva, I had gone, O son of the Kuru race, 
to effect the destruction of Salwa’s city. And in a sorrow- 
ful heart, I asked myself, — Doth that destroyer of foes, the 
mighty-armed Yaladeva, live ? And Satyaki, and the son 
of Bukmini , and Charudeshna possessed of prowess, and 
Samba and others l — For, O thou tiger among men, these 
living, even the bearer himself of the thunderbolt could by 
no means destroy Sura's son (Vasudeva) ! And thought I, It 
is plain that Vasudeva is dead and equally plain that the 
oilwrs with Valadeva at their head have been deprived of 
life . — This was »y certain conclusion. And, O mighty king, 
thinking of the destruction of these all, I was overwhelmed 
with grief! And it was in this state of mind that I en- 
countered Salwa afresh. And now I saw, O great monarch, 
Vasudeva himself falling from the car of precious metals ! 
And, O warrior, I swooned away ! And, O king of men, my 
sire seemed like unto Yayati, after the loss of his merit, 
falling towards the earth from heaven ! And like unto a 
luminary whose merit hath been lost saw I my father falling, 
his head-gear foul and Sowing loosely, and his hair and dress 
disordered. And then the bow Sdrnga dropped from my hand, 
and, O son of Kunti, I swooned away ! I sat down on the 
side of the car. And, O thou descendant of the Bharata race, 
seeing me deprived of consciousness on the car, and as if dead, 
my entire host exclaimed Oh J and Alas ! And my prone 
father with out-stretched arms and lower limbs, appeared like 
a dropping bird. And him thus falling, O thou of mighty 
arms, 0 hero, the hostile warriors bearing in their hands 
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lances and axes struck grievously ! And (beholding this) my 
heart trembled! And soon regaining my consciousness, O 
warrior, I could not see id that mighty contest either the 
car of costly metals, or the enemy Salwa, or my old father ! 
Then I concluded in my mind that it was certainly illusion. 
And recovering my senses, I again began to discharge arrows 
by hundreds/ ” — 

Thus ends the twenty-first Section in the Arj unabhigamana 
of the Yana Parva, 


Section XXII. 

( Arj unabhigamana Parva continued . ) 

“Vasudeva continued, ‘Then, O thou foremost of the 
Bharata race, taking up my beautiful bow, I began to cut 
off with my arrows the heads of the enemies of the celestials, 
from off that car of costly metals ! And I began to discharge 
from the Shamga many well-looking arrows of the forms 
of snakes, capable of going at a great height and possessing 
intense energy. And, O perpetuator of the Kura race, I could 
not then see the car of costly metals, for it had vanished, 
through illusion ! I was then filled with wonder ! That host 
of Danavas then, O Bharata, of frightful visages and hair, 
set up a loud howl while I was waiting for it. In that fierce 
battle I then, with the object of destroying them, fixed on my 
bow-string the weapon capable of piercing the foe, if but his 
sound is audible. Upon this, their shouts ceased. But those 
Danavas that had sent up that shout were all slain by those 
Bhaffcs of mine blazing as the Sun himself, and capable of 
striking at the knowledge of sound alone. And after the shout 
had ceased at one place, O mighty king, another yell proceeded 
from another quarter. Thither also I sent my shafts. In this 
way, O Bharata, the Asuras began to send up yells in all the 
ten quarters, above and across. These were all slain by me, viz, 
those that were in the skies and that were invisible, with arrows 
of diverse forms, and celestial weapons inspired with mantras* 
Then, O hero, that car of precious metals capable of going any 
tvhere at will, bewildering my eyes, reappeared at Pragiyotisha ! 
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And then the destroying D&navas of fierce forms suddenly drown- 
ed me ’ynth a mighty shower of rocks. And, O thou foremost of 
monarchs, torrents of rocks falling upon me covered me up, and 
I began to grow like an ant-hill (with its summits and peaks) 1 
And covered along with my horses and chrioteer and flagstaffs, 
with crags on all sides, I disappeared from sight altogether. 
Then those foremost of heroes of the Yrishni race who were of 
my army were struck with panic, and on a sudden began to fly 
in all directions. And beholding me in that plight, O king, the 
heaven, the firmament, and the earth were filled with exclama- 
tions of Oh l and Alas ! And then, O monarch, my friends filled 
with sorrow and grief began to weep and wail with heavy 
hearts ! And delight filled the hearts of the enemies as dole those 
of them that were not such. And, O thou who never waverest, 

I heard of this after I had defeated the foe ! And then wedd- 
ing the thunderbolt, that favorite (weapon) of Indra, capable of 
riving stones, I destroyed that entire mass of crags ! But my 
steeds, afflicted with the weight of the stones and almost on 
the point of death, began to tremble. And beholding me, all 
my friends rejoiced again even as men rejoice on seeing the sun 
rise in the sky, dispersing the clouds. And seeing my horses 
almost in their last gasp for breath, afflicted with that load of 
stones, my charioteer said unto me in words suitable to the 
occasion, — O thou of the Yrishni race, behold Sawla the owner 
of the car of precious metals sitting (yonder) ! Do not disregard 
him ! Do thou exert thyself ! Do thou abandon thy mildness 
and consideration for Salwa. Slay Salwa, O thou of mighty 
arms 1 O Kegava, do not let him live ! O hero, O thou des- 
troyer of those that are not thy friends (enemies), an enemy 
should be slain with every exertion ! Even a weak enemy 
who is under the feet of a man endued with strength, should 
not be disregarded by the latter : what (shall I say) of ono 
that dareth us to the fight ? Therefore, O thou tiger among 
men, putting forth every exertion, slay him, O lord, O thou 
foremost of the Yrishni race S Do thou not delay again ! Thi& 
one is not capable of being vanquished by milder measures. 
And he cannot in my opinion be thy friend who is fighting 
thee and who devastated Dwaraka ! — 0 Kaunteya, hearing suck 

Q 
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words of my charioteer, and knowing that what he said was 
true, I directed my attention to the fight (afresh), with the 
view of slaying Sawla and destroying the car of costly metals ! 
And, O hero, saying unto Daruka, Stay a moment r I fixed on 
my bow-string my favorite weapon of fire, blazing and of 
celestial origin, of irresistible force, and incapable of being 
baffled, bursting with energy, capable of penetrating into 
everything, and of great splendour! And saying — Destroy 
the car of precious metals together zvith all those enemies 
that are in it, — I launched with the might of my arms 
and in wrath with mantras, the great powerful discus 
Sudargana, which reduceth to ashes in battle Yakshas and 
Rakshasas and Danavas and kings bora in impure tribes, 
sharp-edged like the razor, and without stain, like unto 
Yama the destroyer, and incomparable, and which killeth 
enemies. And rising into the sky, it seemed like a second 
sun of exceeding effulgence at the end of the Yuga . And 
approaching the town of Saubha whose splendour had dis- 
appeared, the discus went right through it, even as a saw 
divideth a tall tree. And cut in twain by the energy of the 
Sudargana it fell like the city of Tripura shaken by the shalts 
of Mahe5wara. And after the town of Sdubha had fallen, the 
discus came back into my hands. And taking it up I once 
more hurled it with force, saying, — Go thou unto Saliva — >, 
The discus then cleft Salwa in twain who in that fierce con- 
flict was at the point of hurling a heavy mace. And with its 
energy it set the foe ablaze. And after that brave warrior was 
slain, the disheartened Danava women fled in all directions, 
exclaiming Ok! and Alas ! And taking my chariot in front 
of the town of Saubha I cheerfully blew my conch and 
gladdened the hearts of my friends. And beholding their 
town, high as the peak of the Meru, with its palaces and 
gate-ways utterly destroyed, and all ablaze, the Danavas fled 
in fear. And having thus destroyed the town of Saubha 
and slain Salwa, I returned to the Anarttas and delighted 
my friends. And, 0 king, it is for this reason that I could not 
come to the city named after the elephant (Hastinapur), O 
destroyer of hostile heroes ! O warrior, if I had come, Suyo* 
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dhana would not have been alive or the match at dice would 
not have taken place. What can I do now ? It is difficult to 
confine^the waters after the dam is broken !’ ” 

Vaisampayana continued. “ Having addressed the Kaurava 
thus, that foremost of male persons, of mighty arms, the slayer 
of *Madhu, possessed pf every grace, saluting the Pandavas, 
prepared for departure. And the mighty-armed hero reveren- 
tially saluted- Yudhishthira* the just, and the king in return 
and Bhima also smelt the crown of his head. And he was em- 
braced by Arjuna, and the twins saluted him with reverence. 
And he was duly honored by Dhaumya, and worshipped with 
tears by Draupadi. And causing Subhadra and Abhimanyu to 
ascend his golden car, Krishna mounted it himself, worshipped 
by the Pandavas. And consoling Yudhishthira, Krishna set 
out for Dwaraka* om hiscar resplendant as the sun and unto 
which were yoked the horses Sadvya and * Sugriva . And after 
he of. the Dasarha race had departed, Dhrishtadyumna, the 
son of Prishata, also set out for his own city, taking with him 
the sons of Draupadi. And the king of Chedi, Dhrishtaketu 
also, taking his sister * with him set out for his beautiful city 
of Suktimati, after bidding farewell to the Pandavas. And, O 
Bharata, the Kaikeyas also, with the permission of. Kunti’s 
son possessed of immesurable energy, having reverentially salut- 
ed all the Pandavas, went away. But the Brahmanas and the 
Vaipyas and the dwellers of Yudhishthira’s kingdom though 
repeatedly requested to go, did. not leave the Pandavas.- O 
foremost of kings, 0 bull of the Bharata race, the multi- 
tude that surrounded those high-sould ones in the forest of 
Kamyaka, looked extraordinary. And Yudhishthira, honoring 
those high-minded Brahmanas, in due time ordered his men, 
saying, ‘MaJce ready the cars .’ ” 

Thus ends the twenty-second Section in. the Arjunabhi- 
gamana of the Yana Parva. 


Kareumiati the wife pf Nakula.— 2*. 



Section XXIIL 

(Arjundbhigamana Parva continued.) 

+ Vaisampayana continued. “ After the chief of the Dasarhas 
had departed, the heroic Yudhishthira, and Bhima, and Arjuna, 
and the twins, each looking like unto Siva, and Krishna, and 
their priest, ascending costly cars unto which were yoked excel- 
lent steeds, together went into the forest. And at the time 
of going they distributed Nishkas of gold and cloths andkine 
unto Brahmanas versed in CiJcshd * and Alcshara f and man- 
tras . And twenty attendants followed them equipped with bows, 
and bow-strings, and blazing weapons, and shafts, and arrows 
and engines of destruction. And taking the princess's clothes 
and the ornaments, and the nurses and the maid-servants, 
Indrasena speedily followed the princes on a car. And then 
approaching the best of Kurus, the high-minded citizens 
walked round him. And the principal Brahmanas of Kuru- 
jangala cheerfully saluted him. And together with his bro- 
thers, Yudhishthira the just on his part saluted them cheer- 
fully. And the illustrious king stopped there a little, behold- 
ing that concourse of the inhabitants of Kurujangala. And the 
illustrious bull among the Kurus felt for them as a father feel- 
eth for his sons, and they too felt for the Kuru chief even as sons 
feel for their father ! And that mighty concourse, approaching 
the Kuru hero, stood around him. And, 0 king, affected with 
bashfulness, and with tears in their eyes, they all exclaimed, 
‘Alas, O lord ! Alas, 0 Dharma !’ And they said, 'Thou art 
the chief of the Kurus, and the king of us thy subjects J 
Where dost thou go, O just monarch, leaving all these citizens 
and the inhabitants of the country, like a father leaving his 
sons ? Fie on the cruel-hearted son of Dhritarashtra ! Fie 
on the evil-minded son of Suvala ! Fie on Karna ! For, O 
foremost of monarchs, those wretches ever wish such evil 
unto thee who art firm in virtue ! Having thyself established 
the unrivalled city of Indraprastha, of the splendour of Kai- 

* Ycdic Pronunciation. — T. 

i Ycdic orthography. — T . 



VAN A PARVA* 


69 


lasa itself, where dost thou go, leaving it, O illustrious and 
just king, O achiever of extraordinary deeds ! O illustrious 
one, leaving that peerless palace built by Maya, which possess- 
eth the splendour of the palace of the celestials themselves, 
and is like unto a celestial illusion, ever guarded by the gods, 
where dost thou go, O son of Dharma V And Vibhatsu know- 
ing the ways of virtue, pleasure, and profit, said unto them 
in a loud voice, ‘Living in the forest the king intendeth to take 
away the good name of his enemies ! O ye with the regenerate 
ones at your head, versed in virtue and profit, do ye approach- 
ing the ascetics separately and inclining them to grace, 
represent unto them what may be for our supreme good 1* 
Upon hearing these words of Arjuna, the Brahmanas and the 
other orders, O king, saluting him cheerfully walked round 
that foremost of virtuous men ! And bidding farewell unto 
the son of Pritha, and Vrikodara, and Dhananjaya, and Yajna- 
seni, and the twins, and commanded by Yudhishthira, they 
returned to their respective abodes in the kingdom, with heavy 
hearts.” 

Thus ends the twenty-third Section in the ArjunabhigamanA 
of the Yana Parva. 


Section XXIV. 

(A rjunabhlgamana Parva continued ). 

Vaisampayana said. “ After they had departed, Yudhish- 
thira the virtuous son of Kunti, unwavering in his promises, 
addressed all his brothers, saying, ‘We shall have to dwell in 
the solitary forest for these twelve years. Search ye, therefore, 
in this mighty forest for some spot abounding in birds and 
deer and flowers and fruits, beautiful to behold, and auspicious, 
and inhabited by virtuous persons, and where we may dwell 
pleasantly for all these years T Thus addressed by Yudhish- 
thira, Dhananjaya replied unto the son of Dharma, after rever- 
e ncing the illustrious king as if he were his spiritual preceptor. 
And Arjuna said, ‘Thou hast respectfully waited upon all the 
great and old Rishis. There is nothing unknown to thee in 
the world of men. And, 0 bull of the Bharata race, thou 
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hast always waited with reverence upon Brahmanas including 
Dwaipayana and others, and Narada of great ascetic merit, 
who, with senses under control, ever goeth to the gates of all 
the worlds, from the world of the gods unto that of Brahma, 
including that of the Gandharvas and Apsaras ! And thou 
Jcnowest, without doubt, the opinions of the Brahmanas, and, O 
king, their powers also! And, O monarch, thou knowest what is 
calculated to do us good ! And, O great king, we will live 
wherever thou likest ! Here is this lake, full of sacred water, 
called Dwitavana, * abounding with flowers, and delightful to 
look at, and inhabited by many species of birds.- If, O’ king; 
it pleaseth thee, here should we like to dwell these twelve 
years ! Thinkest thou otherwise ¥ Yudhishthira replied, ‘O 
Partha, what thou hast said recommendeth itself to me ! Let 
us go to that sacred and celebrated and large lake called 
Dwaitavana /’ ” 

Vaisampayana continued, “ Then the virtuous sons of 
Pandu, accompanied by numerous Brahmanas, all went to the 
sacred lake called Dwaitavana . And Yudhishthira was sur* 
rounded by numerous Brahmanas some of whom sacrificed 
with fire and some without it, and some of whom, devoted 
to the study of the Yedas, lived upon alms or were of the 
class called Vdnaprasthas. And the king was also surrounded 
by hundreds of Mahatmas crowned with ascetic success and 
of rigid vows. And those bulls of the Bharata race, the sons 
of Pandu, setting out with those numerous Brahmanas, 
entered the sacred and delightful woods of Dwaita . And the 
king saw that mighty forest covered on the close of summer 
with Shdlas, and palms, and mangoes, and MadhuJcas, and 
Nipas , and Kadamvas , and Sarjjas, and Arjwnas, and Kami* 
haras , many of them covered with flowers. And flocks of 
peacocks and DatyvJias and Chalcaras and Vavhins and 


* The word Dwaitavanam in the text does not mean the forest called 
Dwaita, but a lake of that name, vanam being water. The forest was 
evidently named after the lake. Punyajanochitam is an incorrect read- 
ing for Punyajalochitam. We prefer to follow Nilakantha who expressly 
corrects the reading in his commentary. — T, 
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Kokilas, seated on the tops of the tallest trees of that forest, 
were, pouring forth their mellifluous notes. And the king 
also saw in that forest mighty herds of gigantic elephants 
huge as the hills, with temporal juice trickling down in the 
season of rut, accompanied hy herds of she-elephants. And 
approaching the beautiful Bhogavati (Saraswati), the king saw 
many ascetics crowned with success in the habitations, in that 
forest, of virtuous men of sanctified souls clad in barks of 
trees and bearing matted locks on their heads. And descend- 
ing from their cars, the king — that foremost of virtuous men— 
with his brothers and followers entered that forest like Indra 
of immeasurable energy entering heaven. And crowds of 
Charanas and Siddhas, desirous of beholding the monarch 
devoted to truth, came towards him. And the dwellers of 
that forest stood surrounding that lion among kings possessed 
of great intelligence. And saluting all the Siddhas, and 
saluted by them in return as a king or a god should be, that 
foremost of virtuous men entered the forest with joined hands, 
accompanied by all those foremost of regenerate ones. And 
the illustrious and virtuous king, saluted in return by those 
virtuous ascetics that had approached him, sat down in their 
midst at the foot a mighty tree decked with flowers, like his 
father (Pandu) in days before. And those chiefs of the Bha- 
rata race, viz , Bhima and Dhananjaya and the twins and 
Krishna and their followers, all fatigued, leaving their vehi- 
cles, sat themselves down around that best of kings. And 
that mighty tree bent down with the weight of creepers, with 
those five illustrious bowmen who had come there for rest 
sitting under it, looked like a mountain with (five) huge ele* 
phants resting on its side. ” 

Thus ends the twenty-fourth Section in the Arjunabhi- 
gam ana of the Yana Parva. 



Section XXV. 


( Arj unabhigamana Parva continued .) 

Vaisampayana said. “ Having fallen into distress, those 
princes thus obtained at last a pleasant habitation in that forest. 
And there in those woods abounding with Shala trees and 
.washed by the Saraswati, they who were like so many Indras, 
.began to sport themselves. And the illlustrious king, that 
bull of the Kuril race, set himself to please all the Yatis 
and Munis and the principal Brahmanas in that forest, by 
offerings of excellent fruits and roots. And their priest Dhau- 
mya endued with great energy, like unto a father to thoso 
princes, began to perform the sacrifical rites of Ishti and 
Paitreya for the Panda vas residing in that great forest. And 
* there came, as a guest, unto the abode of the accomplished 
Pandavas living in the woods after loss of their kingdom, the 
old Rishi Markandeya, possessed of intense and abundant 
energy. And that bull of the Kuru race, the high-soulcd 
Yudhishthira, possessed of unrivalled strength and prowess, 
paid his homage unto that great Muni reverenced by celes- 
tials and Risltis and men, and possessed of the splendour of 
blazing fire. And that illustrious and all-knowing Muni , of 
unrivalled energy, beholding Draupadi and Yudhishthira 
and Bhima and Arjuna, in the midst of the ascetics, smiled, 
recollecting Rama in his mind. And Yudhishthira the just, 
apparently grieved at this, asked him, saying, Ail these 
ascetics are sorry for seeing me here. Why is it that thou 
done smilest, as if in glee, in the presence of these V Mar- 
kandeya replied, ‘0 child, I too am sorry and do not smile 
*n glee ! Nor doth pride born of joy fill my heart! Behold- 
ing to-day this thy calamity, I recollect Rama, the son of 
Da^aratha, devoted to truth ! Even that Rama, accompanied 
by Lakshmana, dwelt in the woods at the command of his 
father. 0 son of Pritha, I beheld him in days of old ranging 
with his bow the top of the Rishyamulca hills ! The illus- 
trious Rama was like unto Indra, the lord of Yama himself, 
and the slayer of Namuchi ! Yet that sinless one had to dwell 
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in the forest at the command of his father, accepting it as his 
duty. The illustrious Rama was equal unto Shakra in prow- 
ess, and invincible in battle. And yet he had to range the 
forest renouncing all pleasures ! Therefore, should no one act 
unrighteously, saying , — I am mighty ! Kings Nabhaga and 
Bhagiratha and others, having subjugated by truth this world 
bounded by the seas, (finally) obtained, O child, all the regions 
hereafter. Therefore, should no one act unrighteously, saying, 
— J am mighty ! And, O exalted of men, the virtuous and 
truthful king of Ka^i and Karusha was called a mad dog for 
having renounced his territories and riches 1 Therefore, should 
no one act unrighteously, saying , — I am mighty ! O best of 
men, O son of Pritha, the seven righteous Rishis, for having 
observed the ordinance prescribed by the Creator himself 
m the Vedas, blaze in the firmament. * Therefore, should 
no one act unrighteously, saying, I am mighty ! Behold, 
O king, the mighty elephants, huge as mountain cliffs and 
furnished with tusks, transgress not, O exalted of men, the 
laws of the Creator ! Therefore, should none act unrighteously, 
saying, Might is mine ! And, O foremost of monarchs, behold 
all the creatures acting according to their species, as ordained 
by the Creator ! Therefore, should none act unrighteously, 
saying. Might is mine ! O son of Pritha, in truth, and virtue, 
and proper behaviour, and modesty, thou hast surpassed all 
creatures, and thy fame and energy are as bright as fire or 
the Sun ! Firm in thy promises, O illustrious one, having 
passed in the woods thy painful exile, thou wilt again, O 
king, snatch from the Kauravas thy blazing prosperity with 
the help of thy own energy !’ ” 

Vaisampayana continued. ,c Having spoken these words, 
tinto Vudhishthira (seated) in the midst of the ascetics with 
friends, the great Rishi, having also saluted Dhaumya and all 
the P&ndavas, set out in a northerly direction ! 


The constellation of seven stars blazing in the firmament is supposed 
to be *the seven Rishis Atri, Angiras, Pulastya, Pulaha, &c. In fact, 
tach planet or star is some great spirit so transformed for his merits. 
This is an idea often occuring in the sacred books of. the Aryan. — T m 

10 
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Thus ends the twenty- fifth Section in the Arj unibbigamanfc 
of the Vana Farm 

Section XXVL 

(A rj unabhigamana Pavva continued. ) 

Vaisampayana said. “ While the illustrious sons of Panda 
continued to dwell in the Dwaita woods, that great forest 
became filled with Brahmanas. And the lake within that 
forest, ever resounding with Vedic recitations, became sacred 
like a second region of Brahma. And the sounds of the 
Yayus, the Ricks, the Samos, and other words uttered by 
the Brahmanas, were exceedingly delightful to hear. And the 
Vedic recitations of the Brahmanas mingling with the twangs 
of bows of the sons of Pritha, produced a union of the Brah- 
mana and Kshatriya customs that was highly beautiful. And 
©he evening the Rishi Vaka of the Dalvya family addressed 
Yudhisbthira the son of Kunti seated in the midst of the Risbis, 
saying, "Behold, O Chief of the Kurus, O son of Pritha, the 
homo time is come of these Brahmanas devoted to ascetic 
austerities, the time when the (sacred) fires have all been lit 
up ! These all, of rigid vows, protected by thee, are .perform- 
ing the rites of religion in this sacred region ! The descend- 
ants of Bhrigu and Angiras, along with .those of Vanish ta 
and Ka^yapa, the illustrious sons of Agastya, the offspring of 
Atri all of excellent vows, in fact, all the foremost Brahmanas 
©f the whole world, are now united with thee ! Listen, O son 
of Pritha, O son of the Kuru race born of Kunti, thyself 
with thy brothers, to the words I speak to thee ! As fire 
aided by the wind consumeth the forest, so Brahma energy 
mingling with Kshatriya energy, and Kshatriya might mingl- 
ing with Brahma power, might, when they gathered force, con- 
sume all enemies ! G child, he should never desire to be with- 
out Brahmanas who wisheth to nubdue this and the other 
world for length of days ! Indeed, a king slayeth bis enemies 
having obtained a Brahmana conversant with religion and 
worldly affairs and freed from passibn and folly. King Vali 
cherishing his subjects practised those duties that lead to salvw* 
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tion, and knew not of any other means in this world than 
Brahmanas 1 It was for this that all the desires of Virochana’s 
son, the A sura (Vali), were ever gratified, and his wealth 
was ever inexhaustible* Having obtained the whole earth 
through the aid of the Brahmanas, he met with destruction 
when he began to practise wrongs on them ! This earth with 
her wealth never adoreth long as her lord a K&hatriya living 
without a Brahmans ! The earth, however, girt by the sea, 
feoweth unto him who is ruled by a Brahmaaa and taught his 
duties by him ! Like an elephant in battle without his driver, 
a Kahatriya destitute of Brahmanas decreaseth in strength ! 
The BrAhmana’s sight is without compare, and the Kshatriya'a 
might also is unparalleled* When these combine, the whole 
earth itself cheerfully yieldeth to such a combination* As fire 
becoming mightier with the wind consumeth straw and wood,, 
so kings with Brahmanas consume all foes ! An intelligent 
Ksh&triya* in order to gain what he hath not, and increase what 
he hath, should take counsel of Brahmanas ! Therefore, O son 
of Kunti, for obtaining what thou hast not and increasing what 
thou hast, and spending what thou hast on proper objects and 
persons, keep thou with thee a Brahmana of reputation, of a 
knowledge of the Vedas, of wisdom and experience ! 0* Yudhish- 
thira, thou hast ever highly regarded the Brahmanas* It is for 
this that thy fame is great and blaseth in* the three worlds P ” 

V aisampayana continued* " Then all those Brahmanas 
who were with Yudhishthira worshipped Vaka of the Dalvya 
race, and ; having, heard him* praise Yudhishthira became highly 
pleased* And Dwaipayana and Naracfo and Jamadagnya and 
Prithugravas ; and Indradyumna and Bhalluki and Kritachetas 
and Sahasrapat ; and Karnasravas and Munja and Lavanagwa* 
and Katjyap* ; and H&rita and Sthulakarna and Agnive9ya>and 
Shaimaka; and Kritavak and Suvak and V rihada^wa and Vibhh- 
vasui ; and Urdhoretas and Vrishamitra and' Suhotva and Hotra- 
vahana ; these and many other Brahmanas of rigid vows then 
adored Yudhishthira like Rishis adoring Purandara in heaven P* 
Thus ends >the twenty-sixth Section in the Arj un& bh»- 
gamana of the Yana Parva. 



Section XXVIL 

(ArjunSbhigamana Parva continued.) 

Vaisampayana said. “ Exiled to the woods the sons of 
Pritha with Krishna seated in the evening, conversed with 
cme another afflicted with sorrow and grief. And the hand- 
some and well-informed Krishna, dear unto her lords and de- 
voted to them, thus spake unto Yudhishthira ‘ 'The sinful, 
cruel, and wicked-minded son of Dhritarashtra certainly feel- 
eth no sorrow for us, when, O king, that evil-hearted wretch 
having sent thee with myself into the woods dressed in deer- 
skins feeleth no regret ! The heart of that wretch of evil deeds 
must surely be made of steel when he could at that time 
address thee, his virtuous eldest brother, in words so harsh l 
Having brought thee who deservest to enjoy every happiness 
and never such woe, into such distress, alas, that wicked- 
minded and sinful wretch joyeth with his friends ! O Bhar ' a, 
when dressed in deer-skin thou hadst set out for the woids, 
only four persons, O monarch, viz, Duryodhana, Kama, the 
evil-minded Shakuni, and Dus§asana that bad and fierce 
brother of Duryodhana, did not shed tears ! With the excep- 
tion of these, O thou best of the Kurus, all other Kurus, 
filled with sorrow, shed tears from their eyes ! Beholding this 
thy bed and recollecting what thou hadst before, I grieve, O 
king, for thee who deservest not woe and hast been brought 
up in every luxury ! Remembering that seat of ivory in thy 
court, decked with jewels, and beholding this seat of husa 
grass, grief consumeth me, 0 king ! I saw thee, O king, sur- 
rounded in thy court by kings ! What peace can my heart know 
in not beholding thee such now ? I beheld thy body, effulgent 
as the sun, decked with sandal paste ! Alas, grief depriveth 
me of my senses in beholding thee now besmeared with mud 
and dirt ! I saw thee before, O king, dressed in silken clothes 
of pure white! But I now behold thee dressed in rags } 
Formerly, O king, pure food of every kind was carried from 
thy house on plates of gold for Br&hmanas by thousands ! 
And, O king, food also of the best kind was formerly given 
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by thee unto ascetics both houseless and living in domesticity ! 
Formerly, living in thy mansion thou hadst ever filled with 
food of every kind plates by thousands, and worshipped the 
Brahmanas gratifying every wish of theirs l What peace, O 
king, can my heart know in not beholding all this now ? And, 
O great king, these thy brothers, endued with youth and 
decked with ear-rings, were formerly fed by cooks with food of 
the sweetest flavor and dressed with skill ! Alas, O king, I 
now behold them all, so undeserving of woe, living in the 
woods and upon what the woods may yield ! My heart, O 
king, knoweth no peace ! Thinking of this Bhimasena living 
in sorrow in the woods, doth not thy anger blaze up, even 
though it is time ? Why doth not thy anger, O king, blaze 
up upon beholding the illustrious Bhimasena who ever per* 
t / meth everything unaided, so fallen into distress, though 
^serving of every happiness ? Why, O king, doth not thy 
anger blaze up on beholding that Bhima living in the woods 
who was formerly surrounded with numerous vehicles and 
dressed in costly apparel ? This exalted personage is ready 
to slay all the Kurus in battle. He beareth, however, all 
this sorrow, only because he waiteth for the fulfilmeut of thy 
promise 1 This Arjuna, O king, though possessed of two 
hands, is equal, for the lightness of his hand in discharging 
shafts, to (Kartavirya) Arjuna of a thousand arms ! He is 
even (to foes), like unto Yama himself at the end of the Yuga ! 
It was by the prowess of his weapons that all the kings of the 
earth were made to wait upon the Brahmanas at thy sacrifice ! 
Beholding that Arjuna — that tiger among men worshipped by 
both the celestials and the Danavas — so anxious, why, O king, 
dost thou not feel indignant ? I grieve, O Bharata, that thy 
wrath doth not blaze up at sight of that son of Pritha in exile, 
that prince who deserveth not such distress and who hath been 
brought up in every luxury ! Why doth not thy wrath blaze 
up at sight of that Arjuna in exile, who, on a single car, hath 
vanquished celestials and men and serpents ? Why, O king, 
doth not thy wrath blaze up at sight of that Arjuna in exile 
who, honored with offerings of cars and vehicles of various 
forms and horses and elephants, forcibly took from the kings 
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of the earth their treasures, who is Ihe chastiser, of all foes* 
and who at one impetus can throw full five hundred arrows ? 
Why, O king, doth not thy wrath blaze up at sight of Nakul* 
in exile, who, so fair and able-bodied and young, is the fore** 
most of ail swordsmen ? Why, 0> king, dost thou pardon the 
foe, O Yudhishthira, at sight of M&dri’s son, the handsome 
and brave Sahadeva in exile ? Why doth not thy anger blaze 
up, O king, at sight of both Nakula and Sahadeva over- 
whelmed with grief, though so undeserving of distress ? Why 
also, O king, dost thou pardon the foe at sight of myself in 
exile who, bom in the race of Drupada and, therefore, the 
sister of Dhrishtadyumna, am the daughter-in-law of the 
illustrious Pandu and the devoted wife of heroes ? Truly, O 
thou best of the Bharatas, thou hast no anger, else why is it 
that thy mind not moved at sight of thy brothers and 
myself (in such distress) ? It is said that there is no Ksha* 
triya in the world who is bereft of anger. I now behold in 
thee, however, a refutation of the proverb ! That Kshatriya, 
O son of Pritha, who discavereth not his energy when the 
opportunity comefch, is ever disregarded by all creatures! 
Therefore, O king, thou shouldst not extend thy forgiveness- 
to the foe. Indeed, with thy energy, without doubt, thou 
mayst slay them all ! So also* O king, that Kshatriya who is 
not appeased when the tune for forgiveness cometh, becometb* 
unpopular with every creature and meeteth with destruction- 
both in this and the other world T ” 

Thus ends the twenty-seventh Section in* the Arjunbbhi^ 
gamana of the Yana Parva. 

Section XXVHL 

(Arjunabhi^arnona Parva continued.) 

“ Draupadi continued, * On this subject, the ancient story 
of the conversation between Prahlada and Vali the son of 
Virochana, is quoted as an example. One day Vali asked hie 
grand-father Prahlada, the chief of the Asuras and the 
Danavas, possessed of great wisdom and well-versed in the 
mysteries of the science of duty, saying,— 0 father, is forgive* 
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ness meritorious or might and energy such ? X am puzzled aM 
regards this: O father, enlighten me who ask thee this f O 
thou conversant with all duties, tell me truly which of these 
is meritorious ! I will strictly obey whatever thy command may 
be! — Thus asked (by Vali), his wise grand-father, conversant 
with every conclusion, replied upon the whole subject unto his 
grand-son who had sought at his hands the resolution of his 
doubts. And Prahlada said,— Know, O child, these two truths 
with certainty, viz, that might is not always meritorious 
;and forgiveness also is not always meritorious ! He that 
forgiveth always suffereth many evils. Servants and strangers 
and enemies always disregard him. No creature ever bendeth 
down unto him. Therefore it is, O child, that the learned 
•applaud not a constant habit of fergiveness ! The servants of 
an ever-forgiving person always disregard him, and contract 
numerous faults. These mean-minded men also seek to de- 
prive him of his wealth. Vile-sculed servants also themselves 
appropriate his vehicles and clothes and ornaments and apparel 
and beds and seats and food and drink and other articles of 
•use. They do not also, at the command of their master, 
give unto others the things they are directed to give. Nor do 
•they ever worship their master with that respect which is their 
master’s due. Disregard in this world is worse than death* 
*0 child, sons and servants and attendants and even strangers 
speak harsh words unto the man who always forgiveth. Per- 
sons, disregarding the man of an ever-forgiving temper, even 
'desire his wife, and his wife also, from ignorance, becometh ready 
to act as she willeth. And servants also that are ever fond 
•of pleasure, if they do not receive even slight punishments 
from their master, contract all sorts of vices, and the wicked 
over injure such a master. These and many other demerits 
^attach to those that are ever-forgiving ! 

‘Listen now, O son of Virochana, to the demerits of those 
that are never-forgiving ! The man of wrath who, surrounded 
by darkness, always inflicteth, by help of his own energy, 
various kinds of punishments on persons whether they deserve 
them or not, is necessarily seprated from his friends in conse* 
quence of that energy of his, (Such a man is hated by both 
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relatives and strangers. Such a man, because he insulteth 
others, suffereth loss of wealth and reapeth disregard and 
sorrow and hatred and confusion and enemies. The man of 
wrath, in consequence of his ire, inflicteth punishments on 
men and obtaineth (in return) harsh words. He is divested 
of his prosperity soon and even of life, not to say, of friends 
and relatives. He that puteth forth his might both upon 
his benefactor and his foe, is an object of alarm to the world, 
like a snake that hath taken shelter in a house, to the inmates 
thereof. What prosperity can he have who is an object of 
alarm to the world ? People always do him an injuxy when 
they find a hole. Therefore, should men never exhibit might 
in excess nor forgiveness on all occasions. One should put 
forth his might and show his forgiveness on proper occasions. 
He that becometh forgiving at the proper time and harsh 
and mighty also at the proper time, obtaineth happiness/ both 
in this world and the other. 

" ‘I shall now indicate the occasions in detail of forgiveness, 
as laid down by the learned, and which should ever be observed 
by all. Hearken unto me as I speak ! He that hath done 
thee a service, even if he is guilty of a grave wrong unto 
thee, recollecting his former service shouldst thou forgive that 
offender. Those also that have become offenders from ignorance 
and folly should be forgiven, for learning and wisdom are not 
always easily attainable by man. They that having offended 
thee knowingly, plead ignorance, should be punished, even if 
their offences be trivial. Such crooked men should never be 
pardoned. The first offence of every creature should be forgiven. 
The second offence, however, should be punished, even if it be 
trivial. If, however, a person commiteth an offence unwillingly, 
it hath been Baid that examining his plea well by a judicious 
enquiry, he should be pardoned. Humility may vanquish might, 
humility may vanquish weakness. There is nothing that hu- 
mility may not accomplish. Therefore, humility is truly fiercer 
(than it seemeth) ! One should act with reference to place and 
time, and taking note of his own might or weakness. Nothing 
can succeed that hath been undertaken without reference to 
place and time, Therefore, do thou ever wait for place and 
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Protap* Oh under Roy's translation is largely intended to supply Such 
a want It is plain, pure English ; naked and simple. In many res- 
pects it compares well with the work of East wick and other celebrated 
translators from the Oriental tongues. Good prose is always readable, 
while poor verse is seldom so ; and the prose before us will continue to 
have the charm of interest even for those outside the pale of scholarship, 
long after the names have been forgotten of men who travestied Sanskrit 
poetry in clumsy English rhyme. As for Griffith’s translation of the 
Ramayana into a poetical form, an eminent critic has not hesitated to 
aver that it sinks into insignificance beside so immense a work as this. 

The importance of the great Indian epics historically and ethically, 
although fully appreciated by scholars, has never been fully manifested 
in learned literature ; because sufficient time has not yet elapsed to 
allow of such a comparative and philological study of them being made 
as has been given to the Homeric or Scandinavian literatures. Vast 
commentaries and monumental analyses of the Bacred poems must be 
made in time in connection with the investigation of Oriental history, 
sociology, and religion. The Ramayana and Mahabharata restore for 
us conditions of faith and of civilization which the Vedic writers knew 
nothing of, — which indeed followed a T'l obscured the true Vedic period. 
Motive Opinion, a fine Indian periodic*!, observes of the Mahabharata : — 
4 The book is a national property ; it guidfes almost every phase of the 
Hindu manners and beliefs of the present age. One might know every- 
thing about the Vedas, and yet fail to know anything about the modern 
Hindu, who is more a Hindu of the Mahabharata than of the Rig-Veda 
or oL the Atharva-Veda. .... * 

The story of Protap Chunder Roy himself is very interesting, — even, 
we may say, very touching and deserves to be better known. He is not, 
as has been represented, a mere Native zealot, desirous to expend some 
superfluous revenue in a grand scheme of propagandism. He is not 
enormously wealthy, and began life under rather meagre circumstances, 
as a bookseller, — a business by no means modern in India, as any one 
knows who has read the Panchatantra or other collections of ancient Sans- 
krit stories illustrating the city life of India in former centuries. In late 
year?, considerably prior to* the foundation of those Arya Somajas which 
publish cheap translations of the Vedas or Puranas into modern Begali 
or other Hindu dialects, the sale of MSS. was a common occupation. 
Versions in the vulgar dialect of the chief holy poems have long been 
sold in the Bazars ; and judging from the fact that all who can read 
their mother tongue purchase and read the epics as a sacred duty, that 
it is the custom to learn episodes by heart and chant them in the streets 
of cities like Calcutta, one may suppose the Native booksellers to enjoy 
an extensive patronage. But the patrons are poor, and large fortunes 
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are not made or expended in literary material. Babu Protap found it 
advisable to combine hie book business with that of a general agent ; and 
finally succeeded in making himself sufficiently independent to retire from 
Business and even to indulge the tastes of a scholar and the charity of 
a philanthropist. Among other things he attempted to bring out a new 
Bengali translation of the J (ahabharata, the four Bengali versions already 
in existence not supplying the popular need satisfactorily. It was to be 
furnished to subscribers at a trifle above actual cost of production, and 
was begun in 1866. Before the first edition was sold, the Hindu scholar's 
wife died, and with her also died many beautiful purposes and noble 
hopes that had been cherished wholly for her sake. Certain men who 
in the loss of a beloved companion lose also all that gives a glamour to 
the past, joy to the present, strength to the future, — either remould their 
lives in a new direction or fling them away. Protap Chunder Boy adopt- 
ed the former course ; — he resolved to distribute gratuitously the re- 
mainder of the splendid edition upon his hands, and to devote the re- 
mainder of his life to literary charities. But his own means were far 
from sufficient to carry out the new project ; and he called upon the 
princes of India and the great scholars of Europe to aid him. 

Thus the Datavaya Bharat K$ ryalaya was founded, — with a member- 
ship including the Maharajahs o ^ Burdwan and of Cashmere, of Tra- 
vancore and the Gaekwar of I&rada, and seven distinguished Rajahs. 
The scholars of the Occident, who aided the aims of the new society, 
were soon rewarded by fine reprints of the Ramayana and Maha- 
bharovtOy in Sanskrit and Bengali, and arc now receiving the /first 
English translation of the Mahabharata . The distribution is not wholly 
gratuitous, as has been implied however, nor could any reasonable 
man expect an unlimited gratuitous circulation of a Work costing about 
850,000 to produce. But subscribers, outside the regular free list, are 
only charged after all, to contribute to the fund of a magnificent literary 
and religious institution which deserves all possible support. 

The founder of the Bharata Karyalaya may not live to see the im- 
mense translation completed ; but the society is strong and sincere, and 
will continue the work after him. It is interesting to note that Protap 
Cb under Boy acknowledges having received more encouragement from 
America than from England. A pleasing feature of the undertaking is 
the appearance from time to time upon the cover of a fascicule of a 
curious and beautiful Hindu prayer for the subscribers, the reviewers, 
and for all who give encouragement to the good work of the Bhar&ta 
Karyalaya.” 


Times Democrat , New Orleans* 
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Government house, 

Calcutta, 

27, December 1884. 


Sir, 

I am directed by H. E. the Viceroy to thank you for the 
two copies of the first volume of your valuable translation of 
the Mahabharata, which you have kindly sent to His Excell- 
ency and to Lady Dufferin, Engrossed for the moment with 
important current affairs, His Excellency has little time to 
devote to subjects of a less urgent kind, but he looks forward 
with pleasure to the time when he will be able to indulge hi? 
love for ancient Indian literature and he has no doubt that yout 
volume will be of great service to him in his studies. Mean- 
while he desires me to inform you that he sympathises wit! 
you in your desire to make the greatest of Hindu epics mor< 
widely known and more thoroughly appreciated. 

I have to thank you also for the copy of the volume whic' 
you have kindly sent me for my own use. When a student a 
the university I began the study of Sanskrit and read in th 
original some portions of the Mahabharata. Any little know 
ledge which I then acquired of your grand undent languag 
has, I fear, been almost entirely obliterated by time and othi 
studies. Tour welcome gift will aid to revive what has bee 
half-forgotten, and will pleasantly recall the time when I hi 
ample leisure and opportunity to seek communion with the 
sages and bards of ancient India whom you wish to mai 
better known to the modern world. 


I am, Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 
D. Mackenzie Wallac 


Baboo Protap Chaudra Roy. 
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time ! Sometimes offenders should be forgiven from fear of the 
people. These have been declared to be times of forgiveness. 
And it hath been said that on occasions besides these, might 
should be put forth against trangressors. — * 

“ Draupadi continued, T, therefore, regard, O king, that the 
time hath# come for thee to put forth thy might ! Unto 
those Kurus, the covetous sons of Dhritarashtra who injure 
us always, the present is not the time for forgiveness ! It 
behoveth thee to put forth thy might. The humble and for- 
giving person is disregarded ; while those that are fierce perse- 
cute oy^rs. He, indeed, is a king who hath recourse to both, 
each according to its time !* ** 

Thus ends the twenty- eighth Section in the Arjunabhi- 
gamana of the Yana Parva. 


Section XXIX. 

( Arjuncibhigamana Parva continued.) 

“ Yudhishthira said, ‘ Anger is the slayer of men and is 
again their prosperor. Know this, O thou possessed of great 
wisdom, that anger is the root of all prosperity and all adversity. 
O thou beautiful one, he that suppresseth his anger eameth 
prosperity. That man, again, who always giveth way to anger, 
reapeth adversity from his fierce anger. It is seen in this 
world that anger is the cause of destruction of eveiy creature. 
How then can one like me indulge his anger which is so des- 
tructive of the world ? The angry man commiteth sin ; the 
angry man killeth even his preceptors. The angry man insult- 
eth even his superiors in harsh words. The man that is angry 
faileth to distinguish between what should be said and what 
should not. There is no act that an angry man may not 
do, no word that an angry man may not utter. From anger a 
man may slay one that deserveth not to be slain, and may 
worship one that deserveth to be slain. The angry man 
may even send his own soul to the regions of Yama. Be- 
holding all these faults, the wise control their^ anger, desi- 
rous of obtaining high prosperity both in this and the 

11 
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other world It is for this that they of tranquil souls have 
banished wrath. How can one like us indulge in it then ? 
O daughter of Drupada, reflecting upon all this, my anger is 
not excited ! One that acteth not against a man whose wrath 
hath been up, rescueth himself as also others from great fear. 
In fact, he may be regarded to be the physician of the two 
{viz, himself and the angry man). * If a weak man perse- 
cuted by others, foolishly becometh angiy towards men that 
are mightier than he, he then becometh himself the cause of 
his own destruction. And in respect of one who thus deli- 
berately throweth away his life, there are no regions hereafter 
to gain. Therefore, O daughter of Drupada, it hath been 
said that a weak man should always suppress his wrath. And 
the wise man also who though persecuted suffereth not his 
wrath to be roused, joyeth in the other world, having passed 
his persecutor over in indifference. It is for this reason hath 
it been said that a wise man, whether strong or weak, should 
ever forgive his persecutor even when the latter is in straits. 
It is for this, O Krishna, that the virtuous applaud them that 
have conquered their wrath. Indeed, it is the opinion of the 
virtuous that the honest and forgiving man is ever victorious. 
Truth is more beneficial than untruth ; and gentle than cruel 
behaviour. How can one like me, therefore, even for the pur- 
pose of slaying Duryodhana, exhibit anger which hath so 
many faults and which the virtuous banish from their souls ? 
They that are regarded by the learned of foresight, as poss- 
essed of (true) force of character, are certainly those who are 
wrathful in outward show only. Men of learning and of true 
insight call him to be possessed of force of character who by 
his wisdom can suppress his risen wrath. O thou of fair 
hips, the angry man seeth not things In their true light. 
The man that Is angry seeth not his way nor respecteth per- 
sons. The angry man killeth even those that deserve not to 
be killed. The man of wrath slayeth even his preceptors. 
Therefore, the man possessing force of character should ever 
banish wrath to a distance* The man that is overwhelmed 


* Nilkantha would explain this as meaning “ Himself and others.^ 
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With wrath acqtiireth not with e£se generosity, dignity, 
Courage, skill, and other attributes belonging to real force of 
character. A riian by forsaking anger can exhibit proper 
energy, whereas, 0 wise One, it is highly difficult for the 
angry nian to exhibit his energy at the proper time ! The 
Ignorant * always regard anger as equivalent to energy. 
Wrath, however, hath been given to man for the destruction 
of the World. The man, therefore, who wisheth to behave pro- 
perly, must ever forsake anger. Even one who hath aban- 
doned the excellent virtues of his own order, it is certain, 
never indulgeth in wrath (if he behaveth properly), f If fools, of 
minds without light, transgress in every respect, how, O fault- 
less one, can one like me transgress (like them) ? J If amongst 
men there were not persons equal unto the Earth in forgive- 
ness, there would be no peace among men but continued strife 
caused by wrath. If the injured return their injuries, if one 
chastised by his superiors were to chastise his superiors in / 
return, the consequence would be the destruction of every 
creature, and sin also would prevail in the world. If the man 
who hath ill speeches from another retumeth those speeches 
afterwards ; if the injured man retumeth his injuries ; if the 
chastised person chastiseth in return ; if fathers slay sons, and 
sons, fathers ; and if husbands slay wives, and wives, husbands ; 
then, O Krishna, how can birth take place in a world* where 
anger prevaileth so ! For, O thou of handsome face, know 
that the birth of creatures is due to peace ! If the king also, 
O Draupadi, giveth way to wrath, his subjects soon meet with 
destruction. Wrath, therefore, hath for its consequence the 
destruction and the distress of the people. And because it is 


* The Bengal editions read apanditai. Nilakantha, however, adhering 
to Pandita would explain it as used ironically. This is certainly inge- 
nious. We prefer the Bengal reading. 

+ The sense of the second line of this Sloka is very obscure. We have 
followed Nilakantha. 

X We do not follow Nilakantha in taking the Anindite of the text a& 
a locative singular connected with atikrama. We prefer to take it as a 
vocative singular addressed to Draupadi. 
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seen that fchereare in the world men who are forgiving tili# 
the Earth, it is therefore that creatures derive their life and 
enjoy prosperity. O beautiful one, one should forgive, under 
every injury. It hath been said that the ocmtinuatien of 
species is due to man bring forgiving. He, indeed, is a wise 
land excellent person who hath conquered his wrath and who 
,showeth forgiveness even when insulted, oppressed, and angered 
by a strong person. The man of power who confcroteth his 
wrath, hath (for his enjoyment) numerous everlasting regions ; 
while he that is angry, is called foolish, and meeteth with des- 
truction both in this and the other world. O Krishna, the 
illustrious and forgiving Ka$yapa hath, in this respect, sung 
the following verses in honor of men that are ever forgiving; — 
Forgiveness is virtue ; forgiveness is sacrifice ; forgiveness is the 
Vedas ; forgiveness is the Srwti . * He that knoweth this is 
capable of forgiving everything. Forgiveness is Brahma ; + 
forgiveness is Truth ; } forgiveness is stored ascetic merit ; for- 
giveness protecteth the ascetic merit of the future ; forgiveness 
is asceticism ; forgiveness is holiness ; and by forgiveness is it 
that the universe is held together. Persons that are forgiving 
attain to the regions obtainable by those that have performed 
meritorious sacrifices, or those that are well-conversant with 
the Vedas, or those that have high ascetic merit. Those that 
perform Vedic sacrifices $ as also those that perform the meri- 
torious rites of religion obtain other regions. Men of forgive- 
ness, however, obtain those much-adored regions that are in 
the world of Brahma. Forgiveness is the might of the 
mighty ; forgiveness is Sacrifice ; forgiveness is quiet of mincL, 
How, O Krishna, can one like us abandon forgiveness, which 
*s such, and in which are established Brahma , and Truth, and 
Wisdom, and the worlds ! The man of wisdom should ever 
"orgive, for when he is capable of forgiving everything, ha 


* JSruti here expresses the same sense as the Vedas. Literally, it is 
udition as opposed to Smriti which is tradition. 

+ Used in the sense of ‘the collective body of Br&hmanas’. 

% The highest virtue, equivalent to Godhead. 

$ Sacrifices are specially ordained in the Yajus. 
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attaineth to Brmkma. * This world belongeth to those that are 
forgiving; the other world is also theirs. The forgiving 
acquire honors here, and a state of blessedness hereafter. 
Those men that ever conquer their wrath by forgiveness, ob- 
tain the higher regions. Therefore hath it been said that for- 
giveness is the highest virtue.-— These are the verses sung by 
K*$yapa in respect of those that are ever-forgiving. Having 
listened, O Draupadi, to these verses in respect of forgiveness^ 
contain thyself I Give not way to thy wrath ! Our grand-sire 
the son of Shantanu will worship peace ; Krishna the son of 
Devaki will worship peace ; the preceptor (Drona) and Vidura 
called Kshatri will both speak of peace ; Kripa and Sanjaya 
also will preach peace. And Somadatta and Yuyutshu and 
Drona’s son and our grandsire Vyasa, every one of them speak- 
eth always of peace. Ever urged by these towards peace, the 
king (Dhritarashtra) will, I think, return us our kingdom. 
If, however, he yieldeth to temptation, he will meet with 
destruction. O lady, a crisis hath come in the history of the 
Bharatas for plunging them into calamity ! This hath been 
my certain conclusion from sometime before! Suyodhana 
deserveth not the kingdom. Therefore hath he been unable to 
acquire forgiveness. I, however, deserve the sovereignty, and 
therefore is it that forgiveness hath taken possession of me. 
Forgiveness and gentleness are the qualities of the self-poss- 
essed. They represent eternal virtue. I shall, therefore, truly 
adopt those qualities f ” 

Thus ends the twenty-ninth Section in the Arjunabhi- 
gamana of the Yana Parva. 

Section XXX. 

(Arjundbhigamana Parva continued.) 

^Draupadi said, * I bow down unto DhdtH and VidfUUri f 
who have thus clouded ‘thy sense ! Regarding the burden 


* The highest state of Godhead. 

t D hd.tr i is God ; Vidh&tri , the embodiment of acts, which are sup- 
posed to determine the course of one’s life. Or, simply, the Creator 
and the Ordainer of everything in the universe. 
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(thou art to bear) thou thinkest differently from the ways of 
thy fathers and grand-fathers ! Influenced by acts men are 
placed in different situations of life. Acts, therefore, produce 
consequences that are inevitable : emancipation is desired from 
mere folly. It seemeth that man can never attain prosperity in 
this world by virtue, gentleness, forgiveness, straight-fbrwarct 
ness and fear of censure ! If this were not so, O Bh&rata, 
this insufferable calamity would never have overtaken thee 
who art so undeserving of it, atnd these thy brothers of great 
energy ! Neither in those days of prosperity nor in these days 
of thy adversity, thou, O Bharata, hath ever known anything 
So dear to thee as virtue, which thou hast even regarded as 
dearer to thee than life! That thy kingdom- i& for virtue 
alone, that thy life also is for virtue alone, is known to Brah- 
manas and thy superiors and even the celestials ! I think thou 
canst abandon Bhimasena and Arjtina and these twin sons of 
Madri along with myself, but thou canst not abandon virtue ! I 
have heard that the king protecteth virtue ; and virtue, protect- 
ed by him, protecteth him (in return) ! I see, however, that 
virtue protecteth thee not ! like the shadow pursuing a man, 
thy heart, O tiger among men, with singleness of purpose^ 
ever seeketh virtue. Thou hast never disregarded thy equals, 
and inferiors and superiors ! Obtaining even the entire world, 
thy pride never increased ! O son of Prrtha, thou ever wor- 
shippest Brahmanas, the gods, and the Pritris, with Swahces 
and Swadhas, * and other forms of worship ! O son of PrithS, 
thou hast ever gratified the Brahmanas by fulfilling every wish of 
theirs ! Yatis and Sdnnydsins *f* and mendicants of domestic 
lives have always been fed in thy house from off plates of gold 
where I have distributed (food) amongst them. Unto the 
Vdnaprastha s { thou always givest gold and food. There is 
nothing in thy house thou mayst not give unto the Brah- 
manas! In the Viswadeva sacrifice that is, for thy peace, 
performed in thy house, the things consecrated are first offered 


* Both are particular Mantra* of the Vedas. 
+ Orders of ascetics. 

1 Order of ascetics not living in domesticity. 
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untor guests and’ all creatures, while thou livesfc thyself with 
what remaineth (after distribution)! Ishtis, Paguhandhas, 
sacrifices for obtaining fruition of desires, the religious rites of 
(ordinary) domesticity, Pdka sacrifices, and sacrifices of other 
kinds, are ever performed in thy house. Even in this great 
forest, so solitary and haunted by robbers, living in exile, 
divested of thy kingdom, thy virtue hath sustained no dimi- 
nution ! The Aswamedha, * the Rajasuya, the Pundarika , f 
the ffosava, } these grand sacrifices requiring large gifts have 
all been performed by thee ! O monarch, impelled by a per- 
verse sense during that dire hour of a losing match at dice, thou 
didst yet stake and lose thy kingdom, thy wealth, thy weapons, 
thy brothers, and myself! Simple, gentle, liberal, modest, 
truthful, how, O king, could thy mind be attracted to the vice 
•of gambling ? I am almost deprived of my sense, O king, and 
my heart is overwhelmed with grief, beholding this thy distress, 
and this thy calamity ! An old history is cited as an illus- 
tration for the truth that men are subject to the will of God 
and never to their own wishes ! The Supreme Lord and 
©rdainer of all ordaineth everything in respect of the weal 
and woe, the happiness and misery, of all creatures, even 
prior to their births, guided by the acts of each, which are 
even like a seed (destined to sprout forth into the tree of life). 
© hero amongst men, as a wooden doll is made to move its 
limbs by the wire-puller, so are creatures made to work by the 
Lord of all. O Bharata, like space that covereth every object, 
God, pervading every creature, ordaineth its weal or woe. 
Like a bird tied with a string, every creature is dependant on 
God. Every one is subject to God and none else. No one can 
be his own ordainer. Like a pearl on its string, or a bull 
held fast by the cord passing through its nose, or a tree 
fallen from the bank into the middle of the stream, every 
creature followeth the command of the Creator, because im- 
bued with His Spirit and because established in Him. And 


* The Horse-sacrifice. 

+ The Elephant-sacrifice. 
1 The Cow-sacrifice* 
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man himself, dependent on the Universal Soul, cannot pass a 
moment independently. Enveloped in darkness, creatures are 
not masters of their own weal or woe. They go to heaven or 
hell, urged by God Him self. lake light straws dependent on 
strong winds, all creatures, O Bharata, are dependent on 
God ! And God himself, pervading all creatures and engaged 
in acts right and wrong, moveth in the universe, though 
none can say — This is God / This body with its physical 
attributes * is only the means by which God — the Supreme 
Lord of all-maketh (every creature) to reap fruits that are 
good or bad. Behold the power of illusion that hath been 
spread by God, who confounding with his illusion, maketh crea- 
tures slay their fellows ! Truth-knowing Munis behold these 
differently. They appear to them in a different light, Oven 
like the rays of the Sun (which to ordinary eyes are only a 
pencil of light, while to eyes more penetrating seem fraught 
with the germs of food and drink). Ordinary men behold 
the things of the earth otherwise. It is God who makeeth them 
all, adopting different processes in their creation and des- 
truction. And, O Yudhishthira, the Selfcreate Grandsire, 
Almighty God, spreading illusion, slayeth his creatures by the 
instrumentality of his creatures, as one may break a piece of 
inert and senseless wood with wood, or stone with stone, or 
iron with iron ! And the Supreme Lord, according to his plea- 
sure, sporteth with his creatures, creating and destroying them, 
like a child with his toy (of soft earth). O king, it doth seem 
to me that God behaveth towards his creatures like a father or 
mother unto them. Like a vicious person, He seemeth to bear 
himself towards them in anger ! Beholding superior and well- 
behaved and modest persons persecuted, while the sinful are 
happy, I am sorely troubled ! Beholding this thy distress and 
the prosperity of Suyodhana, I do not speak highly of the Great 
Ordainer who suffereth such inequality ! O sir, what fruits 
floth the Great Ordainer reap by granting prosperity to Dhrita- 

* Kshetrasangitam means literally “ called Kshetra . ” Kshetra, how« 
ever, is a collection of attributes, most of which are physical. 

t So Nilakautha, Vidt Yudhiehthira’s hymn to the Sun on page, 
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mohl ra’s son who transgresseth the ordinances, who is crooked 
and covetous, and who injureth virtue and religion ! If the 
act dona pursueth the doer and none else, then certainly it is 
God himself who is stained with the sin of every act. If, how- 
ever, the sin of an act done doth not attach to the doer, then 
(individual) might (and not God) is the true cause of acts, and 
I grieve for those that have no might t ” 

Thus ends the thirtieth Section in the Arj unabhigamana of 
the Yana Parva. 


Section XXXI. 

(Avjun&bhigamana Parva continued . ) 

u Yudhishthira said, ‘Thy speech, O Yajnaseni, is delight- 
ful and smooth and full of excellent phrases. We have listened 
to it (carefully). Thou speakest, however, the language of 
atheism ! O princess, I never act, solicitous of the fruits of my 
actions ! I give away, because it is my duty to give : I sacrifice, 
because it is my duty to sacrifice ! O Krishna, I accomplish 
to the best of my power whatever a person living in domesti- 
city should do, regardless of the fact whether those acts have 
fruits or not. O thou of fair hips, I act virtuously, not 
from the desire of reaping the fruits of virtue, but of not 
transgressing the ordinances of the Veda, and beholding also 
the couduct of the good and wise ! My heart, O Krishna, is 
naturally attracted towards virtue. The man who wisheth to 
reap the fruits of virtue is a trader in virtue. His nature is 
mean and he should never be counted amongst the virtuous. 
Nor doth he ever obtain the fruits of his virtues ! Nor doth 
he of sinful heart, who having accomplished a virtuous act 
doubteth in his mind, obtain the fruits of his act, in conse- 
quence of that scepticism of his ! I speak unto thee, under 
the authority of the Vedas, * which constitute the highest proof 
in such matters, that never shouldst thou doubt virtue ! The 
man that doubteth virtue is destined to take his birtf} in the 
brute species. The man of weak understanding who doubteth 


* (ablatiye) equivalent tf Vefaitcyw&m&ityut* So Nilakautha, 
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religion orvftfue or the words if the ttishis, is precluded fcoifr 
regions of immortality and bftas, like Sudas from the Vedas ) 
O intelligent one, if a child bora of e good race stadiethfche 
Vedas and beared himself virtuously, royal sages of virtuous 
behaviour regardhim as an aged sage (notwHhstandmg his 
years) ! The sinful wretch, however, who doubted religion and 
transgresseth the scriptures, is regarded as lower even than 
Sudras and robbers !“ Thou hast seen with thy own eyes the 
great ascetic Markandeya of immeasurable soul come to us l 
It is by virtue alone that he hath acquired immortality in the 
flesh. Vyasa, and Va^shta, and Maitreya, and Narada, and 
Loma 9 a, and Shuka, and other Rishis have all, by virtue alone, 
become of pure souls ! Thou bdholdest them with thy own 
eyes as furnished with prowess of celestial asciticism, compe- 
tent to curse or bless (with effect), and superior to the very 
gods ! O sinless one, these all, equal to the celestials them- 
selves, behold with their eyes what is writ in the Vedas, and 
describe virtue as the foremost duty ! It behoveth thee not, 
therefore, O amiable Queen, to either doubt or censure God 
or act, with a foolish heart ! The fool that doubteth religion 
and disregarded virtue, proud of the proof derived from his own 
reasoning, regarded not other proofs and bolded the Rishis 
who are capable of knowing the future as present as mad men. 
The fool regarded only the external world capable of gratify- 
ing his senses, and is blind to everything else. He that doubt- 
eth religion hath no expiation for his offence. That miserable 
wretch is full of anxiety and acquired not regions of bliss 
hereafter. A rejecter of proofs, a slanderer of the interpreta- 
tion Of the Vedic scriptures, a transgressor urged by lust and 
covetousness, that fool goeth to hall. O amiable one, he, on 
the other baud, who ever cheriseth religion with faith, obtain- 
ed eternal bffss in the other world. The fool who cherished 
not religion, transgressing the proofs offered by the Rishis, 
never obtained prosperity in any life, for such transgression 
of the scriptures. It is certain, O handsome one, that with 
respect to him who regarded not the words of the Rishis or 
de conduct of tho virtuous as proof, neither this nor the other 
world existeth* Doubt not, 0 Krishna, the antient religion 
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fat it practiaedby the good ami kmmci l by Rithisof vufrrm* 
fat knowledge and capable of seeing ell things l 0 daughter 
of Drapfa religion is the only raft for those desuroua of 
going to* heaven* liken ship to merchants desirous of crossing 
the ocean, O thou faultless one* if the virtues that are prac- 
tised by the virtuous had no fruits, this universe then would 
be enveloped in infamous darkness. No one then would pur- 
sue salvation, no one would seek to acquire knowledge, not 
even wealth, but men would live like beasts. If asceticism, 
the austerities of celebafce life, Sacrifices, study of the Vedas, 
charity, honesty,— these all were fruitless, men would not have 
practised virtues, generation after generation. If acts were all 
fruitless, a dire confusion would ensure. For what then dbRiBhis 
and' gods and Qandharvas and R&kshasae, who are all independ- 
ent of human canditious, cherish virtue with such affection ? 
Knowing it for certain that Gbd’is the giver of fruits in respect 
Of virtue^ they practise virtue in this world. This, O Krishnk, 
is the eternal (source of) prosperity ! When the fruits of both 
knowledge and asceticism » are seen/ virtue and vice cannot be 
fruitless. Gall to thy mind, OKrishnS,, the circumstances of 
thy own birth as thou hast heard of them, and recall also the 
manner in which Dhrishtadyumna of great prowess was bora ! 
These, O thou of sweet smiles, are the best proofe (of the 
fruits of virtue) ! They that have their minds under control, 
reap the fruits of their acts and are content with little. 
Ignorant fools are not content with even- the much' they 
get (here), because they have no happiness born of virtue to 
acquire in the world hereafter. The fruitfulness of virtuous 
.acts ordained in the Vedas, as also of all transgressions, the 
origin and destruction* of acts, are, 0 beautiful one, mysteries 
to even the gods! These are not known to anybody and 
everybody* Ordinary men are ignorant in respect of these, * 


* We adopt the reading tfait&ni veda efcc. and not theacading without 
the negative particle. The following verse also beginlng with. Api balpa 
&c, is, we regard, an interpolation. Nilakantha spends much ingenuity 
in explaining the sense, adopting the second line as genuine, but We think 
he is in error. 
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The god* keep up the mystery, (dr tbe illitrioffl* towering tM* 
conduct of . the gods * is fUninteffigible^ Th ogfe tegeAemte^ctoe^ 
that hare o destroyed ail aspiration*, : that have built all ihefe 
hopes onvows and a4oe<aci8m, that have burst ail thcfirsSto 
and have acquired nuada where quiet and peace and holiness 
dwell, understand, all these. Therefore, though thou tnayst 
not see the fruits of virtue, thou shoukbt not yet doubt reli- 
gion or the gods. Thou must perform sacrifices with a will# 
and practise charity without insolence. Acts in this world 
have their fruits, and virtue also is eternal. Brahmh himself told 
this unto his (spiritual) sons, as testified to by Kagyapa. Let 
thy doubt, therefore, O Krishna, be dispelled like mist. Re- 
flecting upon all this, let thy scepticism give way to faith* 
Slander not God, who is the lord of all creatures. Learn how 
to know Him. Bow down unto Him. Let not thy mind be 
such. And, O Krishna, never disregard that Supreme being 
through whose grace, mortal man by piety, acquireth immor- 
tality !’ ” 

i Thus ends the thirty-first Section in the Aijunabhigamanw 
of the Vana Parva. 


Section XXXII. 

( ArjuncLbhigamana Parva continued.) 
u Draupadi said, T do not ever disregard or slander religion, 
O son of Prithk ! Why should I disregard God the lord of 
all creatures ? Afflicted with woe, know me, O Bharata, to 
be only raving! I will once more indulge in lamentations: 
listen to me with attention! O persecuter of all enemies, 
every conscious * creature should certainly act in this world. 
It is only the immobile, and not other creatures, that may live 
without acting. The calf, immediately after its birth, sucketh 
the mother’s teat. Persons feel pain in consequence of incanta- 
tions performed with their statues, f It seemeth, therefore, 


* J&natct. We do not prefer the reading JeUena, by a creature that 
is bom. 

t Chk&yopostvan&t a technical term so explained by Nilakantlia. The 
argument is not very clear 
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OYudhi* fetJkira, fchai creitturea derive the dbaracter of their 
formeriives, Amongst mobile creature* 
ipau dafferefth ifc'this -respect that he aspiretfc* 0 bull ofthe 
3^wurata,rac<?, t* affect hie course of life ia this and the other 
worldly means <of; his aeta. Impelled by the inspiration of 
a former life, all creatures visibly (reap) in this world th& 
feints of their acts. Indeed, all creatures live according tq 
the inspiration of a former life, even the Creator and the 
Ordaiaer of the universe, like a crane that liveth on the water 
(untaught by any one). If a creature acteth not, its course 
of life is impossible. In the case of a creature, therefore, them 
must be action and not inaction. Thou also shouldst act, and 
not incur censure by abandoning action. Cover thyself up; 
as with an armour, with action. There may or may not be 
even one in a thousand who truly knoweth the utility of acts 
or work. One must act for protecting as also increasing his 
wealth ; for if without seeking to earn, one continueth to only 
spend, his wealth, even if it were a hoard huge as the Himavat* 
would soon be exhausted. All the creatures in the world would 
have been exterminated, if there were no action. If also 
acts bore no fruits, creatures would never have multiplied. It 
is even seen that creatures sometimes perform acts that have 
no fruits, for without acts the course of life itself would be 
impossible. Those persons in the world who believe in Des- 
tiny, and those again who believe in Chance, are both the 
worst among men. Those only that believe in the efficacy of 
acts are laudable. He that lieth at ease, without activity, 
believing in Destiny alone, is soon destroyed like an unbumt 
earthen pot in water. So also he that believeth in Chance, i.*, 
sitteth inactive though capable of activity, liveth not long, 

. for his life is one of weakness and helplessness. If may person 
accidentally acquireth any wealth, it is said he deriveth it from 
Chance, for no one’s effort hath brought about the result. 
And, O son of Pritha, whatever of good fortune a person o V 
taineth in consequence^ religious rites, that is called Provi- 
dential. The fruit, however, that a person obtaineth by acting 
himself, and which is the direct result of those acts of his, 
is regarded as proof of Personal ability. And, O best of 
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men, know that the wealth on# obtaineth spontaneously an# 
without cause is said to be a spontaneous acquisition. * What* 
aver is thus obtained by Chance, by ftovideatial dispensation, 
Spontaneously, or as the result of one’s acts, is, however, 
the consequence of the acts of a former life. And God, the 
Grdainer of the universe, judging according to the acts of 
former lives, distributeth among men their portions in this 
world. Whatever acts, good or bad, a person performetb, know, 
that they are the result of God’s arrangements agreeably to 
the acts of a former life. This body is only the instrument in 
the hands of God, for doing the acts that are done. Itself 
inert, it doth as God urgeth it to do. O son of Kunti, it is the 
Supreme Lord of all who maketh all creatures do what they 
do. The creatures themselves are inert. O hero, man, having 
first settled some purpose in his mind, accomplisheth it, himself 
Working with the aid of his intelligence. We, therefore, say 
that man is himself the cause (of what he doeth). O bull 
among men, it is impossible to number the acts of men, for 
mansions and towns are the result of man's acts. Intelligent 
tnen know, by help of their intellect, that oil may be had 
from sesame, curds from milk, and that food may be cooked 
by means of igniting fuel. They know also the means for 
accomplishing all these. And knowing them, they afterwards 
wet themselves, with proper appliances, to accomplish them. 
And creatures support their lives by the results achieved in 
these directions by their own acts. If a work is executed by 
a skilled workman it is executed well. From differences (in 
characteristics) another work may be said to be that of an 
unskilful hand. If a person were not, in the matter of his 
nets, himself the cause thereof, then sacrifices would not bear 
any fruits in his case, nor would any body be a disciple or 
a master. It is because a person is himself the cause of his 
work that he is applauded when he achieveth success. So 
the doer is censured if he faileth. If man were not himself 
-the cause of his acts, how would all this be justified ? Some 


* Such as obtaining a jewel while in search of a lost coin of the lowest 
value. This is Nilakantha’s happy illustration. 
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my that everything is the result of Chance, others, that erery* 
ttoi£g is the mult of Providential dispensation ; others again*; 
that this is not so, hat that everything which is supposed ter 
he the mult of Destiny or Chance is the result of the good 
da the had acts of former lives.* It is seen that possessions ate 
obtained from Chance as also from Destiny. Something being* 
from Destiny and something from Chance, something is ob* 
tained by Exertion. In the acquisition of his objects, there is* 
ho fourth cause in the case of man. Thus say those that are 
acquainted with truth and skilled in knowledge.f If, however, 
<8od himscHf were not the giver of good and bad fruits, their 
amongst creatures there would not be any that was miserable. 
If the effect of former acts be a myth, then all purposes for 
which man would work should be successful. They, therefore/ 
that regard the three alone (mentioned above) as the doors of 
all success and failure in the world, (without regarding the acts 
of former life), are dull and inert like the body itself. } For 
all this, however, a person should act. This is the conclusion of 
Mann himself. The person that doth not act, certainly succumb* 
etfc. O Yudhishthira, the man of action in this world generally 
meeteth with success. The idle, however, never achieve success. 
If success becemeth impossible, then should one seek to remove 
the difficulties that bar his way to success. And, O king, if a 
person worketh (hard), his debt (to the gods) is cancelled (whe- 
ther he achieveth success or not). The person that is idle and 
Beth at his length, is overcome by adversity ; while he that is 
active and skilful is sure to reap success and enjoy prosperity. 
Intelligent persons engaged in acts with confidence in themselves 
regard all who are diffident as doubting and unsuccessful. The 
confident and faithful, however, are regarded by them as 
successful. At this moment misery hath overtaken, us. If, 
however, thou betakest to action, that misery will certainly 
be removed. If thou meetest failure, then that will furnish 

Adr igyaniy as explained by Nilakantha* is the good or the bad acta of 
a former life. 

t Banter. 

: % The word in the text is Atm&, It means here body. So Nilakantha. 
Otherwise it would have-no sense. 





a proof unto tbee and Yrikodara and Yivatshu and the twin* 
(that ye are unable to snatch the kingdom from the foe). The 
apt* of others, it is seen* are crowned with success, It in 
probable that ours also will be successful. How can one know 
beforehand what the consequence will be ? Haring exerted 
thyself, thou wilt know what the fruit of thy exertions will 
he. The tiller tilleth with the plough the soil and soweth the 
seeds thereon. He then siteth silent, for the clouds (after 
that) are the cause that would help the seeds to grow into 
plants. If, however, the clouds favor him not, the tiller is 
absolved from all blame. He saith unto himself,— W hat others 
do I have done. If, notwithstanding this, I meet with failure, 
no blame can attach to me. — Thinking so, he containeth him- 
self and never indulgeth in self-reproach. O Bharata, no one 
should despair, saying, — Oh, I am acting, yet success is not 
mine ! — For there are two other causes, besides exertion, to- 
wards success. Whether there be success or failure, there should 
be no despair, for success in acts dependeth upon tho union of 
many circumstances. If one important element is wanting, 
success doth not become commensurate, or doth not come at 
all. If, however, no exertion is made, there can be no 
success. Nor is there anything to applaud in the absence of 
all exertion. The intelligent, aided by their intelligence, 
and according to their full might, bring place, time, means, 
auspicious rites, for the acquisition of prosperity. With care- 
fulness and vigilance should one set himself to work, his chief 
guide being his prowess. In the union of qualities necessary 
for success in work, prowess seemeth to be the chief. When the 
man of intelligence seeth his enemy superior to him in many 
qualities, he should seek the accomplishment of his purposes 
by means of the arts of conciliation and proper appliances. 
He should also wish evil unto his foe and his banishment. 
Without speaking of mortal man, if his foe were even the 
ocean or the hills, he should be guided by such motives. A 
person by his activity in searching for the holes of his enemies, 
dischargeth his debt to himself as also to his friends. No man 
should ever disparage himself, for the man that disparageth 
himself never earnetb high prosperity, O Bharata, success 
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this world is attainable on such conditions ! In fact, success 
in the world is said to depend on acting according to time and' 
circumstances. My father formerly kept a learned Brahmana* 
with him. O bull of the Bharata race, he said all this unto 
my father. Indeed, these instructions as to duty, uttered by 
Vrihaspati himself, were first taught to my brothers ? It was 
from them that I heard these afterwards while in my father’s 
house. And, O Yudhishthira, while at intervals of business, 
I went out (of the inner apartments) and sat on the lap of 
my father, that learned Brahmana used to recite unto me these 
truths, sweetly consoling me therewith !* ” 

Thus ends the thirty-second Section in the Arjun&bhi- 
gamana of the Vana Parva. 


Section XXXIII. 

(Arjundbhigamana Parva continued.) 

VaisampSyana said. “ Hearing these words of Yfijnaseni, 
Bhimasena, sighing in wrath, approached the king and ad- 
dressed him, saying, ‘Walk, O monarch, in the customary 
path trod by good men (before thee) in respect of kingdoms ! 
What do we gain by living in the asylum of ascetics, thus 
deprived of virtue, pleasure, and profit ? It is not by virtue, nor 
by honesty, nor by might, but by unfair dice, that our kingdom 
hath been snatched by Duryodhana. Like a weak offal-eating 
jackal snatching the prey from mighty lions, he hath snatched 
away our kingdom ! Why, O monarch, in obedience to the 
trite merit of sticking to a promise, dost thou suffer such dis- 
tress, abandoning that wealth which is the source of both 
virtue and enjoyments ? It was for thy carelessness, O king, 
that our kingdom protected by the wielder of the Gdndiva 
and, therefore, incapable of being wrested by Indra himself, 
was snatched from us in our very sight ! It was for thee, O mon- 
arch, that, ourselves living, our prosperity was snatched away 
from us like a fruit from one unable to use his arms, or like 
kine from one incapable of using his legs ! Thou art faithful in 
the acquisition of virtue. It was to please thee, O Bharata, 
that we have suffered ourselves to be overwhelmed with such 
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Aire calamity! O bull of the Bharata race, it was becauste 
-ire were subject to thy control that we are thus tearing the 
hearts of our friends and gratifying our foes ! That we did 
not, in obedience to thee, ^even then slay the sons of Dhritar 
rashtra, is an act of folly on our part that grieveth me sorely 1 
This thy abode, O king, in the woods, like that of any tfilS 
animal, is what a man of weakness alone would submit to. 
Surely, no man of might would ever lead such a Kfe ! This 
thy course of life is approved neither by Krishna, nor Vivatshu, 
nor by Abhimanyu, nor the Srinjayas, nor myself, nor by the 
sons of Madri ! Afflicted with thy vows, thy cry is Religion ! 
Religion ! Hast thou from despair been deprived of thy 
manliness? Cowards alone, unable to win back their prosper- 
ity, cherish despair, which is fruitless and destructive of one’s 
purposes. Thou hast ability and eyes. Thou seest that 
manliness dwelleth in us. It is because thou hast adopted a 
Kfe of peace that thou feelest not this distress ! These Dharta- 
rashtras regard us who are forgiving, as really imctfmpetent. 
This, 0 king, grieveth me more than death in battle. If we 
all die in fair 'fight without turning our backs on the foe, even 
that would be better than this exile, for then we should obtain 
regions of bliss in the other world ! Or, if, O bull of the 
Bharata race, having slain them all, we acquire the entire 
earth, that would be prosperity worth the trial ! We who 
ever adhere to the customs of eur order, who ever desire 
grand achievements, who wish to avenge our wrongs, have 
this for our bounden duty. Our kingdom wrested from ns, if 
we engage in battie, ©ur deeds when known to the world will 
procure for us feme and not slander ! And that virtue, 0 
king, which tortureth one’s own self and friends, is really no 
virtue. It is rather a vice producing calamities. Virtue is 
sometimes also the weakness of men. And though such a 
man might ever be engaged in the practice of virtue, yet both 
virtue and profit forsake him, like pleasure and pain forsaking 
a, person that is dead. He that practiseth virtue for virtue’s 
«ake always suffereth. He can scarcely be called a wise man, 
for he tnoweth not the purposes of virtue, like a blind man 
incapable of perceiving the solar light. He that regardeth his 
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wealth to exist for himself alone, scarcely understandeth 
purposes of wealth. He is really like a servant/that tend 
kine in a forest. He again that pursueth wealth toe m 
without pursuing virtue and enjoyments, deserveth to be c 
aured and slain by all mem He also that ever pursueth enj 
meats without pursuing virtue and wealth, loseth* hisfrie; 
and virtue and wealth also. Destitute of virtue and wea 
such' a man, indulging in pleasure at will, at the expirat 
©f his period of indulgence, meeteth with certain death, 1 
a fish when the water in which it livefch hath, been* dried 
It is for these reasons that they that arc wise are ever car 
of both virtue and wealth, for a union of virtue and we* 
is the essential requisite of pleasure, fuel is the essen 
requisite * of fire. Pleasure hath always virtue for its r 
and virtue also is united with pleasure. Know, O mona 
that both ' re dependent on each other, like the ocean 
the clouds, the ocean causing the clouds and the clouds fil 
the ocean. The joy that one feeleth in. consequence of con 
with objects of touch or of possession of wealth, is wh* 
called pleasure- It existeth in the mind, having no* corpo 
existence that one cam see. He that wisheth (to obt 
wealth, seeketh for a large share of virtue to crown his v 
with success. He that wisheth for pleasure, ^eeketh wealth, 
that his wish may be realised). Pleasure, however, yielc 
nothing in its turn- One pleasure cannot lead to anot 
being its own fruit *, as ashes may be had from wood, 
nothing from those ashes in their turn. And, O king, 
fowler killeth the birds we see, so doth sin slay the creati 
of the world. He, therefore, who misled by pleasure or co 
oueness, beholdeth not the nature of virtue, deserveth t 
slain by all, and becometb wretched botl* here and herea 
It is evident, O king, that thou knowest that pleasure : 
be derived from the possession of various objects oi enjoy « 
Thou also well knowest their ordinary states, as well as 


* The word in the text is Prakriti , literally, that which aids 
manifestation of anything and without which that object's manifest 
would be impossible. 
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great changes they undergo. At their loss ot diflappearaaoe coca* 
sioned by decrepitude or death, ariseth what is called distress.' 
That distress, O king, hath now overtaken us. The joy that 
ariseth from the five senses the intellect and the heart being 
directed to the objects proper to each, is called pleasure. 
That pleasure, 0 king, is, as I think, one of the best fruits 
of our actions. 

“ ‘Thus, O monarch, one should regard virtue, wealth and 
pleasure one after another. One should not devote himself 
to virtue alone, nor regard wealth as the highest object of his 
wishes, nor pleasure, but should ever pursue all three. The 
scriptures ordain that one should seek virtue in the morning, 
wealth at noon, and pleasure in the evening. The scriptures 
also ordain that one should seek pleasure in the first portion 
of life, wealth in the second, and virtue in the last. * And, 
O thou foremost of speakers, they that are wise and fully con- 
versant with proper division of time, pursue all three,— virtue, 
wealth, and pleasure, — dividing their time duly ! O son of the 
Kuru raoe, whether independence of these (three), or their 
possession is the better for those that desire happiness, 
should be settled by thee after careful thought. And thou 
shouldst then, O king, unhesitatingly act either for acquiring 
them, or abandoning them all For he who liveth wavering 
between the two doubtingly, leadeth a wretched life. It is 
well known that thy behaviour is ever regulated by virtue. 
Knowing this, thy friends counsel thee to act. Gift, sacrifice, 
respect for the wise, study of the Vedas, and honesty, — these, O 
king, constitute the highest virtue, and are efficacious both here 
and hereafter. These virtues, however, cannot be attained by 
one that hath no wealth, even if, 0 tiger among men, he may 
have infinite other accomplishments. The whole universe, O 
king, dependeth upon virtue. There is nothing higher than 
virtue. And virtue, O king, is attainable by one that hath 
plenty of wealth. Wealth cannot be earned by leading a 
mendicant life, nor by a life of feebleness. Wealth, however, 
can be earned by intelligence directed by virtue. In thy case. 


This rfola does not occur in every text. 
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tO king, begging, which is successful with Brahmanas, hati 
heen forbiddden. Therefore, O bull amongst men, strive 
tor the acquisition of wealth by exerting thy might and energy 
Neither mendicancy, nor the life of a Sudra is what is proper 
for thee. Might and energy constitute the virtue of the 
Kshatriya in especial. Adopt thou, therefore, the virtue o* 
thy order and slay thy enemies. Destroy the might of Dhrita- 
'fashtra’s sons, O son of Pritha, with my and Aijuna's aid i 
They that are learned and wise say that sovereignty is virtue. 
Acquire sovereignty, therefore, for it behoveth thee not to live 
in a state of inferiority ! Awake, O king, and understand the 
eternal virtues (of thy order) ! By birth thou belongest to an 
order whose deeds are cruel and are a source of pain to man. 
Cherish thy subjects and reap the fruit thereof. That can never 
be a reproach. Even this, O king, is the virtue * ordained 
by God himself for the order to which thou belongest ! If 
thou fallest away therefrom, thou wilt make thyself ridi- 
culous. Deviation from the virtues of one's own order is never 
applauded. Therefore, O thou of the Kuru race, making 
thy heart what it ought to be, agreeably to the order to which 
thou belongest, and casting away this course of feebleness, sum- 
mon thy energy and bear thy weight like one that beareth it 
manfully. No king, O monarch, could ever acquire the sover- 
eignty of the earth or prosperity or affluence by means of 
virtue alone. Like a fowler earning his food in the shape of 
swarms of little easily-tempted game, by offering them some 
attractive food, doth one that is intelligent acquire a king- 
dom, by offering bribes unto low and covetuous enemies, -f* Be- 
hold, O bull among kings, the Asuras, though elder brothers 
in possession of power and affluence, were all vanquished by the 
gods through strategem. Thus, O king, everything belongeth U 


* It is difficult to correctly render the word Dharma into UnglifA. Th 
word has many meanings. In the whole passage it is sometimes used b 
the sense of Virtue, and sometimes in that of Duty, With this key i 
his possession, the reader will not, we are sure, be confounded in correct! 
understanding the whole of this passage. 

t The words of the text here are employed in a double senee. Tt 
original, therefore, is terser than the translation. 
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those that are mighty. And, O mighty-armed one, slay thjr 
foes, having recourse to strategem. There is none equal unto 
Arjuna in wielding the bow in battle. Nor is there anybody 
that may be equal unto me in wielding, the mace. Strong: 
men, O monarch, engage in battle depending on their might* 
and not on the force of numbers nor on information of the 
enemy’s plane procured through spies. Therefore, O son of 
Pandu, exert thy might! Might is the root of wealth. 
Whatever else is said to be its root is really not such. As the 
shade of the tree in winter goeth for nothing, so without might 
everything else becometh fruitless. Wealth should be spent 
by one who wisheth to increase his wealth, after the manner, 
O son of Kunti, of scattering seeds on the ground. Let 
there be no doubt then in thy mind ! Where, however, wealth 
that is more or even equal is not to be gained, there should 
be no expenditure of wealth. For investments of wealth are like 
the ass’ scratching, pleasurable at first but painful afterwards. 
Thus, O king of men, the person who throweth away like seeds 
a little of his virtue in order to gain a larger measure of virtue, 
is regarded as wise. Beyond doubt, it is as I say. They that 
are wise alienate the friends of the foe that owneth such, 
and having weakened him by causing those friends to abandon 
him thus, they then reduce him to subjection. Even they 
that are strong engage in battle depending on their courage. 
One cannot by even continued efforts (uninspired by courage) 
or by the arts of conciliation, always conquer a kingdom. * 
Sometimes, O king, men that are weak, uniting in large 
numbers, slay even a powerful foe, like beeg killing the des- 
poiler of the honey by force of numbers alone. (As regards 
thyself), O king, like the sun that sustainetb as well as slayeth 
creatures by his rays, adopt thou the ways of the sun. To 
protect one’s kingdom and cherish the people duly, as done by 
our ancestors, O king, is, it hath been heard by ujs, a kind 
of asceticism mentioned even in the Vedas. By asceticism^ 
O king, a Kshatriya cannot acquire such regions of blessedness 

* Literally, u Win over a people.” 

t Purdnam is very often used in this sense, 
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sas lie can ’by fair fight whether ending in victory or - defe at! 
Beholding, O king, this thy distress, the world hath come to 
the conclusion that light may forsake the Sun and grace the 
the Moon ! And, O king, good men, separately as well as 
assembling together, converse with one another, applauding, 
thee and blaming the other. * There is this moreover, O mon- 
arch, viz, that both the Kurus and the Brahmanas, assembl- 
ing together, gladly speak of thy firm adherence to truth, in 
that thou hast never, from ignorance, from meanness, from 
covetousness, or from fear, uttered an untruth. Whatever sin, 
O monarch, a king committeth in acquiring dominion, he oon- 
sumeth It all afterwards by means of sacrifices distinguished 
by large gifts. Like the Moon emerging from the clouds, the 
king is purified from all sins by bestowing villages on Brah- 
manas and klne by thousands ! Almost all the citizens as well 
as the inhabitants of the country, young or old, O son of the 
Kuru race, praise thee, O Yudhishthira ! This also, O Bha- 
rata, the people are saying amongst each other, viz, that as 
milk in a bag of dog’s hide, as the Yedas in a Sudra, as truth 
In a robber, as strength in a woman, so is sovereignty in Dur- 
yodhana. Even women and children are repeating this, as if 
it were a lesson they seek to commit to memory. O repressor 
of foes, thou hast fallen into this state along with ourselves ! 
Alas, we also are lost with thee for this calamity of thine ! 
Therefore, ascending on thy car furnished with every imple- 
ment, and making the superior Brahmanas utter benedictions 
on thee, march thou with speed, even this veiy day, upon 
Hastinapura, in order that thou mayst be able to give unto 
Brahmanas the spoils of victory. Surrounded by thy brothers, 
who are firm wielders of the bow, and by heroes skilled in 
weapons and like unto snakes of virulent poison, set thou cut 
even like the slayer of Vritra surrounded by the Marutas ! 
And, O son of Kunti, as thou art powerful, grind thou with 
thy might thy weak enemies, like Indra grinding the Asuras; 
and snatch thou from Dhritarashtra’s son the prosperity he 
enjoyeth ! There is no mortal that can bear the touch of the 


* Duryodhana, 
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shafts furnished with the feathers of the vulture and resembl- 
ing snakes of virulent poison, that would be shot from the 
Gandiva ! And, O Bharata, there is not a warrior, nor an 
elephant, nor a horse, that is able to bear the impetus of my 
mace when I am angry in battle ! Why, O son of Kunti, 
should we not wrest our kingdom from the foe, fighting with 
the aid of the Srinjayas and Kaikeyas, and the bull of the 
Vrishni race ? Why, 0 king, should we not succeed in wrest- 
ing the (sovereignty of the) earth that is now in the hands 
of the foe, if, aided by a large force, we do but strive V ” 

Thus ends the thirty-third Section in the Arjunabhigamana 
of the Yana Parva. 


Section XXXIV. 

(Arjunabhigamana Parva continued .) 

Vaisampayana said. u Thus addressed by Bhimasena, the 
high-sould king Ajata^atru * firmly devoted to truth, muster- 
ing his patience, after a few moments said these words 
‘No doubt, O Bharata, all this is true! I cannot reproach 
thee for thy torturing me thus by piercing me with thy 
arrowy words ! From my folly alone hath this calamity come 
against you ! I sought to cast the dice desiring to snatch 
from Dhritarashtra’s son his kingdom with the sovereignty. 
It was therefore that that cunning gambler — Suvala’s son — 
played against me on behalf of Suyodhana. f Shakuni, a native 
of the hilly country, is exceedingly artful. Casting the dice 
in the presence of the assembly, unacquainted as I am with 
artifices of any kind, he vanquished me artfully. It is there- 
fore, O Bhimasena, that we have been overwhelmed with this 
calamity. Beholding the dice favorable to the wishes of 

# Literally, one having no enemy. Yudhishthira is often called by 
this name, from his exceptional good nature and disinclination to give 
offence to anybody. 

t Duryodhana. Yudhishthira from his repugnance to use the word 
dur implying evil or bad, used to call his cousin Suyodhana, i.e, a com- 
batant fighting fairly. 
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Shakuni in odds and 'evens, * I could have controlled my mind. 
Anger, however, driveth off a person's patience. O child, the 
mind cannot be kept under control when it is influenced by 
hauteur, vanity, or pride. I do not reproach thee, O Bhima- 
sena, for the words thou usest. I only regard that what hath 
befallen us was pre-ordained. When king Duryodhana the 
son of Dhritarashtra, coveting our kingdom, plunged us into 
misery and even slavery, then, O Bhima, it was Draupadi 
that rescued us ! When summoned again to the assembly for 
playing once more, thou knowest as well as Arjuna what 
Dhritarashtra’s son told me, in the presence of all the 
Bharatas, regarding the stake for which we were to play. His 
words were, O 'prince Ajatagatru , (if vanquished ), thou shall 
have , with all thy brothers , to dwell , to the knowledge of all 
men , for twelve years in the forest of thy choice , passing the 
thirteenth year in secrecy ! If during the latter period , 
the spies of the Bharatas , hearing of thee , succeed in dis- 
covering thee , thou shalt have again to live in the forest 
for the same period , passing once more the last year in 
secrecy ! Reflecting upon this , pledge thyself to it As 
regards myself I promise truly in this assembly of the 
Kurus , that if thou canst pass this time confounding my 
spies and undiscovered by them , then , 0 Bharata , this 
kingdom of the five rivers is once more thine l We also, O 
Bharata , if vanquished by thee , shall , all of us, abandon- 
ing all our wealth, pass the same period, according to 
the same rules . — Thus addressed by the prince, I replied 
unto him in the midst of all the Kurus, — So be it ! The 
wretched play then commenced. We were vanquished and 
have been exiled. It is for this that we are wandering miser- 
ably over different woody regions abounding with discomforts. 
Suyodhana, however, still dissatisfied, gave himself up to 


* Ayuja and yuja, It is difficult to exactly ascertain the kind of 
play that was in vogue then. One throw, however, was sufficient to 
determine the winning or the losing of the stake. 
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$nger, and urged * the Kurus as also all those under his sway 
to express their joy at our calamity. Having entered into 
such an agreement in the presence of all good men, who dareth 
break it for the sake of a kingdom on earth ? For a respect- 
able person, 1 think, even death itself is lighter than the 
acquisition of soverignty by an act of transgression. At the 
time of the play, thou hadst desired to burn my hands. Thou 
Wert prevented by Arjuna, and accordingly didst only squeeze 
thy own hands, "f* If thou couldst do what thou hadst desired, 
could this calamity befall us ? Conscious of thy prowess^ 
why didst thou not, O Bhima, say so before we entered into 
such an agreement ? Overwhelmed with the consequence of 
our pledge, and the time itself having passed, what is iho 
use of thy addressing me these harsh words ? O Bhima, this 
is my great grief that we could not do any thing even behold- 
ing Draupadi persecuted in that way. My heart burneth as if 
I havo drunk some poisonous liquid. Having, however, given 
that pledge in the midst of the Kuru heroes, I am unable to 
violate it now. Wait, O Bhima, for the return of our better 
days, like the scatterer of seeds waiting for the harvest! 
When one that hath been first injured, succeedeth in revenging 
himself upon his foe at a time when the latter’s enmity hath 
borne fruits and flowers, he is regarded to have accomplished 
& great thing by his prowess. Such a brave person earneth 
mdying fame. Such a man obtaineth great prosperity. His 
memies bow down unto him, and his friends gather round him, 
ike the celestials clustering round Indra for protection. But 
mow, 0 Bhima, my promise can never be untrue ! I regard 
irtue as superior to life itself and a blessed state of celestial 
ixistence. J Kingdom, sons, fame, wealth, — all these do not 
eme up to even a sixteenth part of truth F ” 


* The word in the text is Udjoj ay&rifiam, literally, urged . But for 
tiat ? Nilakantha explains it as meaning “appointed” in different offices 
trust in those occupied by Y udhishthira’s men. Rather far-fetched. 

't The word Parigha in the text implies, as Nilakhantha explains, 
ms like unto the weapon so called. 

X Amrit&t (ablative) not immortality. 
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Thus ends the thirty-fourth Section in the Aijunabhigamana 
W the Yana Parva. 


Section XXXV. 

( Arjundbhigamana Parva continued .) 

4 ‘ Bhima said, '0 king, unsubstantial as thou art like froth*. 
Unstable like a fruit (foiling when ripe), dependent on time, 
and mortal, having entered into an agreement in respect of 
Time, which is infinite and immeasurable, passing quickly 
like a shaft or a stream, and carrying everything before it, 
like Death itself, how canst thou regard it as available by 
thee ? How can he, O son of Kunti, wait whose life is short- 
ened every moment, even like a quantity of collyrium that is 
lessened each time a grain is taken up by the needle ? Ho 
only whose life is unlimited or who knoweth with certitude 
what the period of his life is, and who knoweth the future as 
if it were before his eyes, can, indeed, wait for the arrival of 
(an expected) time. If we wait, O king, for thirteen years, 
that period, shortening our lives, will bring us nearer to death* 
Death is sure to overtake every creature having a corporeal 
existence. Therefore, we should strive for the possession of 
our kingdom before we die. He that faileth to achieve fame, 
by failing to chastise his foes, is like an unclean thing. Ho 
uselessly weighteth the earth like a brute, and perisheth inglo- 
riously. * The man who, destitute of strength and courage, 
chastiseth not his foes, liveth in vain. I regard such a one 
as low-born. Thy hands can rain gold : thy fame spreadeth 
over the whole earth ; slaying thy foes, therefore, in battle, 
enjoy thou the wealth acquired by the might of thy armsl 
O repressor of all foes, O king, if a man slaying his injurer, 
goeth the very day into hell, that hell becometh heaven to him. 
O king, the pain one feeleth in having to suppress his wrath 
is more burning than fire itself. Even now I burn with it an<j 
cannot sleep in the day or the night. This son of Pritha, 
called Vivatshu, is foremost in drawing the bow-string. He 

* Bhunu-vardham is explained by Nilakantlia as one uselessly burthen- 
ins the eaith. 
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certainly bumeth with grief, though he liveth here like * 
lion in his den. This one that desireth to slay * without 
aid all wielders of the bow on earth, represseth the wrath 
that riseth in his breast, like a mighty elephant. Nakula, 
Sahadeva, and old Kunti — that mother of heroes, are all 
dumb, desiring to please thee! And all our Mends along 
with the Srinjayas equally desire to please thee. I alone, 
and Prativindhya’s mother *f speak unto thee, burning with 
grief! Whatever I speak unto thee is agreeable to all 
of them, for all of them, plunged in distress, eagerly wish 
for battle. O father, O monarch, what more wretched cal a* 
mity can overtake us than that our kingdom should be wrested 
From us by weak and contemptible foes and enjoyed by them ? 
O king, from the weakness of thy disposition thou feelest 
shame in violating thy pledge. But, O slayer of foes, no one 
applaudeth thee for thus suffering such pain in consequence of 
the kindliness of thy disposition! Thy intellect, O king, 
seeth not the truth, like that of a foolish and ignorant person 
of high birth who hath committed the words of the Vedas to 
memory without understanding their sense. X Thou art kind 
like a Brahmana ! How hast thou been bom in the Kshatriya 
order ? They that are bom in the Kshatriya order are gener- 
ally of crooked hearts. Thou hast heard (recited) the duties 
of kings, as promulgated by Manu, fraught with crookedness 
and unfairness and precepts opposed to tranquility and virtue. 
Why dost thou then, O king, forgive the wicked sons of Dhri- 
tarashtra? Thou hast intelligence, prowess, learning, and 
high birth. Why dost thou then, O tiger among men, act, in 
respect of thy duties, like a huge snake that is destitute of 
motion ? $ O son of Kunti, he that desireth to conceal us. 


* Abhimanute, slay. Nilakantha rightly explains the sense by a quo- 
tation from the Vrihad&ranyaka. 

f Draupadi, Prativindhya being Yudhiahthira’s son by her. 

% Anuvdhahatd is explained by Nilakantha as without knowledge of 
meaning. 

$ Pitha sarpavoU . So Nilakantha. It may also mean a cripple moved on 
& wheeled vehicle. Pitho, ia a stool or seat, and from Sri ? , to move. 
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only wisheth to conceal the mountains of Himavat by means of 
a handful of grass* O son of Pritha, known as thou art over 
the whole, earth, thou wilt not be able to live unknown, like 
the sun that can never course through the sky unknown to 
men ! Like a large tree, in a well-watered region with 
spreading branches and flowers and leaves, or like Indra’s ele- 
phant, how will Jishnu live unknown ? How also will these 
children, the brothers Nakula and Sahadeva, equal unto a 
couple of young lions, both live in secret ? How, O son of 
Pritha, will Krishna — the daughter of Drupada — a princess 
and mother of heroes, of virtuous deeds and known over all 
the world, live unknown ? Me also, O king, everybody knoweth 
from my boyhood. I do not see how I can live unknown* 
As well might the mountains of Meru be sought to be con- 
cealed. Then, again, many kings had been expelled by us 
from their kingdoms. These kings and princes will all follow 
the bad son of Dhritarashtra, for robbed and exiled by us, they 
have not still become friendly to us. Desiring to do good unto 
Dhritarashtra, they will certainly seek to injure us. They 
will certainly set against us numerous spies in disguise. If 
these discover us and report their discovery, a great danger 
will overcome us. We have already lived in the woods full 
thirteen months. Regard them, O king, for their length as 
thirteeen years. The wise have said that a month is a substi- 
tute for a year, like the potherb * that is regarded as a 
substitute for the Soma. Or, (if thou breakest thy pledge) 
O king, thou mayst free thyself from this sin by offering good 
savoury food to a quiet bull carrying sacred burdens. There- 
fore, O king, resolve thou to slay thy enemies. There is no 
virtue higher than battle for every Kshatriya !* ” 

Thus ends the thirty- fifth Section in the Arj unabhigamana 
of the Yana Parva. 


* PutUcCL) a kind of vegetable much eaten by the lower classes. The 
native physicians regard it as invested with many invigorating virtues. 



Section XXXYL 

( Arjunabhigamana Parva continued. ) 

Vaisamplyana said. "Hearing these words of Bhima, 
Yudhishtbira the son of Kunti— that tiger among men and 
slayer of all foes — began to sigh heavily, and reflect in silence. 
And he thought within himself, 'I have heard recited the 
duties of kings, also all truths about the duties of the different 
orders. He is said to observe those duties truly who keepeth 
them before his eyes, so as to regulate his conduct both in the 
present and the future. Knowing as I do the true course of 
virtue, which, however, is so very difficult of being known, 
how can I forcibly grind virtue down like grinding the mount- 
ains of Meru ?’ Having reflected so for a moment, and settled 
what he should do, he replied unto Bhima as follows without 
allowing him another word 

‘0 thou of mighty arms, it is even so as thou hast said ! 
But, O thou foremost of speakers, listen now to another word 
I say! Whatever sinful deeds, 0 Bhima, one seeketh to 
achieve, depending on his courage alone, become always a 
source of pain! But, 0 thou of mighty arms, whatever is 
begun with deliberation, with well-directed prowess, with all 
appliances, and much previous thought, is seen to succeed ! 
The gods themselves favor such designs ! Hear me about what 
proud of thy might, O Bhima, and led away by thy restless- 
ness, thou thinkest should be immmediatly begun ! Bhuri- 
$ravas, Shala, the mighty Jalasandha, Bhishma, Drona, Kama, 
the mighty son of Drona, Dhritarashtra’s sons — Duryodhana 
and others — so difficult of being vanquished, are all accom- 
plished in arms and ever ready for battle with us. Those 
kings and chiefs of the earth also who have been injured by 
us, have all adopted the side of the Kauravas, and bound by 
ties of affection to them. 0 Bharata, they are engaged in 
seeking the good of Duryodhana and not of us! With full 
treasures and aided by large forces, they will certainly strive 
their best in battle. All the officers also of the Kuru army 
together with their sons and relatives, have been honored 
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l>y Duryodhana with wealth * and luxuries. Those heroes 
fire also much regarded by Duryodhana* This is my certain 
conclusion that they will sacrifice their lives for Duryodhana 
in battle. Although the behaviour of Bhishma, Drona, and 
the illustrious Kripa, is the same towards us as towards them, 
yet, O thou of mighty arms, this is my certain conclusion that 
inorder to pay off the royal favors they enjoy, they will throw 
away their very lives, than which there is nothing dearer, in 
battle. All of them are masters of celestial weapons, and 
devoted to the practice of virtue. I think they are incapable 
of being vanquished even by gods led by Vasava himself* 
There is again amongst them that mighty warrior — Kama 
— impetuous, and ever wrathful, master of all weapons, and 
invincible, and encased in impenetrable mail. Without first 
vanquishing in battle all those foremost of men, unaided as 
thou art, how canst thou slay Duryodhana? O Vrikodara, I 
cannot sleep, thinking of the lightness of hand of that Suta’s 
son, who, I regard, is the foremost of all wielders of the bow P n 
Vaisampayana continued. “Hearing these words of Yu* 
dhishthira, the impetuous Bhima became alarmed, and fore- 
bore from speaking anything. And while the sons of Pandu 
were thus conversing with each other, there came to that 
Jepot the great ascetic Vyasa the son of Satyavati. And 
as he came, the sons of Pandu worshipped him duly. Then 
that foremost of all speakers, addressing Yudhishthira, said, 
*0 Yudhishthira, O thou of mighty arms, knowing by spiri- 
tual insight what is passing in thy heart, I have come to thee, 
O thou bull among men ! The fear that is in thy heart, arising 
from Bhishma, and Drona, and Kripa, and Kama, and Drona’s 
son, and prince Duryodhana, and Dusgasana, I will dispell, O 
slayer of all foes, by means of an act enjoined by the ordin- 
ance ! Hearing it from me, accomplish it thou with patience, 
and having accomplished it, 0 king, quell this fever of thine 
soon.’ 

“That foremost of speakers then, the son of Par&Qara, tak- 


* MatrH, wealth. { Vide Wilson’s Diet.) It may also mean ‘every re* 
enusite. 1 
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ing Yudhishthira into a comer, began to address him in wore 
of deep import, saying, ‘O thou best of the Bharatas, the tim 
is come for thy prosperity, when, indeed, Dhananjaya- — thi 
son of Pritha — will slay all thy foes in battle. Uttered l 
me and like unto Success personified, accept from me thi 
knowledge called Pratismriti that I impart to thee, knowir 
thou art capable of receiving it. Receiving it (from the 
Arjuna will be able to accomplish his desire. * And let Arjun 
O son of Pandu, go unto Mahendra, and Rudra, and Yarun 
and Kuvera, and Yama, for receiving weapons from them ! E 
is competent to behold the gods for his asceticism and prowe, 
He is even a Rishi of great energy, the friend of Narayam 
ancient, eternal, a god himself, invincible, ever successf 
and knowing no deterioration. Of mighty arms, he w: 
achieve mighty deeds, having obtained weapons from Indra, ai 
Rudra, and the Lokapalas ! And, O son of Kunti, think al 
of going from this to some other forest that may, O kii 
be fit for thy abode ! To reside in one place for any leng 
of time is scarcely pleasant. In thy case, it might also 
productive of anxiety to the ascetics. And as thou maintai 
est numerous Brahmanas versed in the Yedas and the sevei 
branches thereof, continued residence here might exhaust t 
deer of this forest, and be destructive of the creepers a 
plants.* ” 

Vaisampayana continued. “Having addressed him th 
that illustrious and exalted ascetic — Vyasa of great wisdom 
acquainted with the mysteries of the world, then imparl 
unto the willing Yudhishthira the just, who had meanwb 
purified himself, that foremost of sciences. And bidding fa 
well unto the son of Kunti, Vyasa disappeared then and th< 
The virtuous and intelligent Yudhishthira, however, hav; 
obtained that knowledge, carefully retained it in his mi 
and always recited it on proper occasions. Glad of the ad\ 
given him by Vyasa, the son of Kunti then, leaving the wc 
Dwaitavana, * went to the forest of Kdmyaka on the ba 
of the Saras wati. And, O king, numerous Brahmanas 


# The word Vam in this compound means lake, not forest or w< 
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ascetic merit and versed in the science of orthoepy and ortho- 
graphy, followed him like the Rishis following the chief of the 
celestials. And arrived at Kamyaka , those illustrious bulla 
amongst the Bharatas took up their residence there along 
with their friends and attendants. And possessed of energy, 
those heroes, O king, lived there for some time, devoted to 
the exercise of the bow and hearing all the while the chanting 
of the Vedas. And they went about those woods every day in 
search of deer, armed with pure * arrows. And they duly 
performed all the rites in honor of the Pitris , the celestials, 
and the Brahmanas. ” 

Thus ends the thirty-sixth Section in the Arjunabhigamana 
of the Vana Parva. 


Section XXXVII. 

( Arjunabhigamana Parva continued.) 

/aisampayana said. “After sometime, Yudhishthira the 
just, remembering the command of the Muni (Vyasa), and 
calling unto himself that bull among men — Arjuna — possessed 
of great wisdom, addressed him in private. Taking hold of 
Arj una’s hands, with a smiling face and in gentle accents, 
that chastiser of all foes — the virtuous Yudhishthira — appar- 
ently after reflecting for a moment, spake these words in private 
unto ©hananjaya : — *0 Bharata, the whole f science of arms 
dwelleth in Bhishma, and Drona, and Kripa, and Kama, and 
Drona’s son. They fully know all sorts of Brahma , and celes- 
tial, and human, and Vayavya $ weapons, together with the 
modes of using and warding them off. All of them are 
conciliated and honored and gratified by Dhritarashtras 
son who behaveth unto them as one should behave unto his 

* The word is Suddhai (instrumental). Lit. Pure, i. e. unsteeped in 
poison. 

t Chatushpada . Lit. Four divisions, ?’e, whole or entire. 

t There is a different reading here. Some editions read Sayatnam % 
Which appears to be the true reading. Nilakantha explaines Yatna to mean 
the methods of taking up and holding as well as using. 
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preceptor. Towards all his warriors Dhritar&shtra’s son be- 
havetb with great affection ; and all the chiefs honored and 
gratified by him, seek his good in return. Thus honored 
by him, they will not fail to put forth their might. The 
whole earth, besides, is now under Duryodhana’s sway, with 
all *the villages and towns, O ^soa of FrithE, and all the seas 
and woods and mines ! Thou alone art oxxr sole refuge ! On thee 
resteth a great burden ! I shall, therefore, O chastiser of all 
foes, tell thee what thou art to<do new ! I have obtained ,a 
science from Krishna-Dwaip&yana. Used by thee, that science 
will expose the whole universe to thee ! O child, attentively 
receive thou that science * from me, and in due time (by its 
aid) attain thou the grace of the celestials ! And, O bull of 
the Bharata race, devote thyself to fierce asceticism ! Armed 
with the bow and sword, and cased in mail, betake thyself to 
ascetic austerities and good vows, and go thou northwards, 
O child, without giving way to anybody. O Dhananjaya, 
all celestial weapons are with Indra. The celestials, from fear 
of Vritra, imparted at the time all their might to Shakra. 
Gathered together in one place, thou wilt obtain all those 
weapons ! Go thou unto Shakra, he will give thee all his 
weapons. Taking the vow set thou out this very day in order 
to behold Purandara f ” 

Vaisampayana continued. “ Having said this, the exalted 
Yudhishthira the just, imparted that science unto Arjuna. 
And the elder brother having communicated with due rites the 
knowledge unto his heroic brother with speech, and body and 
mind under perfect control, commanded him to depart And 
at command of Yudhishthira, the strong-armed Arjuna, taking 
up the Odndiva as also his inexhaustible quivers, and accoutred 
in mail and gauntlets and finger-protectors made of the 
skin of the guana, and having poured oblations into the 
lire and made the Brahmanas to utter benedictions after 
gifts, set out (from Kdmyaha) with the object of beholding 
Indra. And armed with the bow, the hero, at the time of 
setting out heaved a sigh and cast a look upwards for achiev- 


* Brdhmana (instrumental). Lit. mantra ; here, science. 
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ng the death of Dhritarashtra’s sons. And beholding Kunti’s 
son thus armed and about to set out, the Brahmanas and 
Siddhas and invisible spirits addressed him, saying, ‘O son 
of Kunti, obtain thou soon what thou wishest l* And' fcBe 
Brahmanas also, uttering benedictions, said; ‘Achieve thou 
the object thou hast in view f Let victory be truly thine f 
And beholding the heroic Arjuna, of thighs stout as the trunks 
of the Salat about to set out taking away with him the 
hearts of all, Krishna addressed him saying, ‘O thou strong- 
armed one, let ait that Kunti had desired at thy birth, 
and let alt that thou* desirest, be accomplished; 0‘Dhanan- 
jaya! Let no one amongst us be ever* again born in the 
order of Kshatriyas ! I always bow down unto the Brah- 
manas whose mode of living is mendicancy ! This is my great 
grief that the wretch Duryodhana Beholding me in the 
assembly of princes mockingly called me a cow ! * Besides this, 
he told me in the midst of that assembly many other hare 
things! But the grief P experience at parting with thee i£ 
far greater that any I felt at those insults ! Certainly, in thy 
absence, thy brothers will while away their waking hours ir 
repeatedly talking of thy herofc deeds ! If, however, 0 sox 
of Pritha, thou stayest away for any length of time, we shal 
derive no pleasure from our enjoyments or from wealth ! Nay 
life itself will be distasteful to us ! 0 son of Pritha, our wea 

and woe, life and death, our kmgdbm and prosperity, are al 
dependent on thee ! O Bharata, I bless thee, let succesd’ttt 
thine ! O sinless one, this thy (present) task thou wilt b€ 
able to- achieve even against powerful enemies ! O thou a 
great strength, go thou to win success with speed ! Le 
dangers be not thine ! I bow to^ Dh&tri and VidhcUrit 
bless thee ! Let prosperity be thine ! And, O Dhananjaya 
let Hri, Sree , Kirti , Dhriti, Picshti, Umci, Lakshmiy Sam- 
swatiy *f“ all protect thee on thy way, for thou ever worship- 
pest thy elder brother and ever obeyest his commands ! And 


* i.e. enjoyable by many. 

+ These are all female deities. They belong to the class calle 
JfCUriide, 
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O bull of the Bharata race, I bow to the Vasus, the Rudras, 
the Adityas, the Marutas, the Viswadevas, and the Sadhyas, for 
procuring thy welfare ! And, O Bhirata, be thou safe from 
all spirits of mischief belonging to the sky, the earth, and the 
heaven, and from such other spirits generally ? ” 

VaisampSyana continued. “ Krishna the daughter of Taj- 
nasena, having uttered these benedictions, ceased. The 
strong-armed son of Pandu then, having walked round his 
brothers and round Dhaumya also, and taking up hie hand- 
some bow, set out. And all creatures began to leave the way 
that Arjuna of great energy and prowess, urged by the desire 
of beholding Indra, took. And that slayer of foes passed over 
many mountains inhabited by ascetics, and then reached the 
sacred Himavat the resort of the celestials. And the high- 
souled one reached that sacred mountain in one day, for like 
the winds, he was gifted with the speed of the mind, in con- 
sequence of his ascetic austerities. And having crossed the 
Himavat, as also the Gandhamadana, he passed over many 
uneven and dangerous spots, walking night and day without 
fatigue. And having reached IndraJcila, Dhananjaya stopped 
for a moment. And then he heard a voice in skies, saying, 

* Stop ! * And hearing that voice, the son of Pandu cast his 
glances all around. And Arjuna, capable of using his left 
with skill equal to that of his right hand, then beheld before 
him an ascetic under the shade of a tree, blazing with Brafomai 
brilliancy, of a tawny color, with mattled locks, and thin. 
And the mighty ascetic, beholding Arjuna stop at that place, 
addressed him, saying, 'Who art thou, O child, arrived hither 
with bow and arrows, and cased in mail, and accoutred in 
scabbard and gauntlet, and (evidently) wedded to the cus- 
toms of the Kshatriya ? There is no need of weapons here. 
This is the abode of peaceful Brahmanas devoted to ascetic 
austerities without anger or joy. There is no use for the bow 
here, for there is no dispute in this place of any kind. There- 
fore, throw away, O child, this bow of thine. Thou hast 
obtained a pure state of life by coming here ! O hero, there 
is no man who is like thee in energy and prowess !* That 
Brahmana thus addressed Arjuna, with a smiling face, rc- 
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peatedly. But be succeeded not in moving Arjuna firmly 
devoted to his purpose. The regenerate one, glad at heart, 
smilingly addressed Arjuna once more, saying, ‘O slayer of 
foes, blest be thou ! I am Shakra : ask thou the boon thou 
desirest t Thus addressed, that perpetuator of the Kuru race, 
the heroic Dhananjaya bending his head and joining his hands, 
replied unto him of a thousand eyes, saying, ‘Even this is the 
object of my wishes : grant me this boon : O illustrious one. 
I desire to learn from thee all the weapons !* The chief of 
the celestials then, smiling, replied unto him cheerfully, say- 
ing, ‘O Dhananjaya, when thou hast reached this region, what 
need is there of weapons ? Thou hast already obtained a pure 
state of life ! Ask thou for the regions of bliss that thou 
desirest ¥ Thus addressed, Dhananjaya replied unto him of a 
thousand eyes, saying, T desire not regions of bliss, nor objects 
of enjoyment, nor the state of a celestial ; what talkest thou 
of happiness ? O chief of the celestials, I do not desire the 
prosperity of all the gods. Having left my brothers behind 
me in the forest, and without avenging myself on the foe, 
shall I incur the opprobrium for all ages, of all the world V 
Thus addressed, the slayer of Vritra, worshipped of the worlds, 
consoling him with gentle words, spake unto the son of Pandu, 
saying, ‘When thou art able to behold the three-eyed, trident- 
bearing Shiva, the lord of all creatures, it is then, O child, 
that I will give thee all the celestial weapons ! Therefore, 
strive thou to obtain the sight of the highest of the gods ; 
for it is only after thou hast seen him, 0 son of Kunti, that 
thou wilt obtain all thy wishes ¥ Having spoken thus unto 
Falguna, Sakra disappeared then and there, and Aijuna, devo- 
ting himself to asceticism, remained at that spot. ” 

Thus ends the thirty-seventh Section in the ArjunAbbi- 
gamana of the Yana Parva, / 



Section XXXVIII. 

(KairUta Parva.) 

-Janamejaya said. “ 0 illustrious one, I desire to hear in 
detail the history of the acquisition of weapons by Aijuna 
of spotless deeds ! O tell me how that tiger among men— 
Dhananjaya of mighty arms and possessed of great energy — 
entered that solitary forest without fear. And, O thou fore- 
most of those acquainted with the Veda, what also did Arjuna 
do while dwelling there ? How also- were the illustrious 
Sthanu * and the chief of the celestials gratified by him- ? O 
thou best of regenerate ones, I desire to hear all this under 
thy favor. Thou art omniscient ; thou knowest alt about the 
gods and all about men ! 0 Brahmana, the battle that took 
place of old between Aijuna — that foremost of smrfcers never 
defeated in battle — and Bhava was highly extraordinaiy and 
without a parallel. It maketh one’s hair stand on end to hear 
of it. Even the hearts of those lions among men — the brave 
sons of Pritha — trembled, in consequenee of wonder and joy 
and a sense of their own inferiority. O tell me in full what 
else Arjuna did ! I do not see even the most trivial thing in 
Jishnu that is censurable. Therefore, recite to- me in full the 
history of that hero !” 

Vaisampayaoa said. “O tiger among Kurus, I shall recite 
to thee that narration, excellent and extensive and unrivalled, 
in connection with the illustrious hero. O sinless one, hear 
in detail the particulars about Arjuna’s meeting with the 
three-eyed god of gods, and his contact with the illustrious 
god’s person ! 

“At Yudhishthira’s command, Dhananjaya of immeasur- 
able prowess set out (from Kamyaka) to obtain a sight of 
Shakra the chief of the celestials and of Shankara the god of 
gods. And the strong-armed Arjuna of great might set out, 
armed with his celestial bow and a sword with golden hilt, 
for the success of the object he had in view, northwards, 
towards the summit of the Himavat. And, 0 king, that first 


* Mahftdeva. 
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of all warriors in the three worlds, the son of Indra, with a 
calm mind, and firmly adhering to his purpose, then devoted 
himself, without the loss of any time, to ascetic austerities. 
And he entered, all alone, that terrible forest abounding with 
thorny plants and trees and flowers and fruits of various 
kinds, and inhabited by winged creatures of various species, 
and swarming with animals of diverse kinds, and resorted to 
by Siddha8 and Ch&ranas , And when the son of Kunti 
entered that forest destitute of human beings, sounds of 
conches and drums began to be heard in the heavens. And 
a thick shower of flowers fell upon the earth, and the clouds 
spreading over the firmament caused a thick shade. Passing 
over those difficult and woody regions at the foot of the great 
mountains, Arjuna soon reached the breast of the Himavat ; 
and staying there for sometime began to shine in his brilliancy. 
And he beheld there numerous trees with expanding verdure, 
resounding with the melodious notes of winged warblers. 
And he saw there rivers with currents of the hue of the lapis 
lazuli, broken by fierce eddies here and there, and echoing 
with the notes of swans and ducks and cranes. And the banks 
of those rivers resounded with the mellifluous strains of the 
male lcokila and the notes of peacocks and cranes. And the 
mighty warrior, beholding those rivers of sacred and pure and 
delicious water and their charming banks, became highly 
delighted. And the delighted Arjuna of fierce energy and 
high soul then devoted himself to rigid austerities in that 
delightful and woody region. Clad in rags made of grass 
and furnished with a black deer-skin and a stick, he commenced 
to eat withered leaves fallen upon the ground. And he 
passed the first month, by eating fruits at the interval of 
three nights ; land the second by eating at the interval of 
six nights; and the third by eating at the interval of a 
fortnight. When the fourth month came that best of the 
Bharatas — the strong-armed son of Pandu — began to subsist 
on air alone. With arms upraised and leaning upon nothing 
and standing on the tips of his toes, he continued his 
austerities. And the illustrious hero’s locks, in consequence 
of frequent bathing, took the hue of lightning or the 
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lotus. Then all the great Rishis went together unto the 
god of the Pinaka, * for representing unto him' about the 
fierce asceticism of Pritha’s son. And bowing unto that 
god of gods, they informed him of Aijuna’s austerities, say- 
ing, ‘This son of Pritba possessed of great energy is engaged 
in the most difficult of ascetic austerities on the breast 
of the Himavat. Heated with his asceticism, the earth is 
smoking all round. O god of gods, we do not know what 
his object is for which he is engaged in these austerities. He, 
however, is causing us pain. It behoveth thee to prevent him ? 
Hearing these words of those Munis with souls under perfect 
control, the lord of all creatures — the husband of Um& — said, 
‘It behoveth you not to indulge in any grief on account of 
Falguna ! Return ye all cheerfully and with alacrity to the 
places whence ye have come ! I know the desire that is in Arju- 
na's heart. His wish is not for heaven, nor for prosperity, nor 
for long life ! And I will accomplish, even this day, all that is 
desired by him f ” 

Vaisampayana continued. u The truth-speaking Rishis, hav- 
ing heard these words of Mahadeva, became delighted, and 
returned to their respective abodes. ” 

Thus ends the thirty- eighth Section in the Kairata of the 
Vana Parva. 


Section XXXIX. 

( Kairata Parva continued.) 

Vaisampayana said. “After all those illustrious ascetics 
had gone away, that wielder of the PindJca and cleanser of all 
sins — the illustrious Hara — assuming the form of a Kirata , f* 
resplendant as a golden tree, and with a huge and stalwart form 
like a second Meru, and taking up a handsome bow and a 
number of arrows resembling snakes of virulent poison, and 

* The name of Mah&deva’s bow. 

t A hunter ranging in woods. These Kiratas formed a separate 
class by themselves. They were low-castes almost beyond the pale of 
Hindu society. 
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looking like an embodiment of fire, came quickly down on 
the Breast of Himavat. And the handsome god of gods was 
accompanied by Uma in the guise of a KirAta woman, and 
also by a swarm of merry spirits of various forms and attire, 
and by thousands of women in the form and attire of Kiratas, 
And, O king, that region suddenly blazed up in beauty, in 
consequence of the arrival of the god of gods in such com- 
pany. And soon enough a solemn stillness pervaded the place. 
The sounds of springs, and water-courses, and of birds sud- 
denly ceased. And as the god of gods approached Pritha’s son 
of blameless deeds, he beheld a wonderful sight, even that of 
a Danava named Muka seeking in the form of a boar to slay 
Arjuna. And Falguna, at sight of the enemy seeking to slay 
him, took up the Gandiva and a number of arrows resembling 
snakes of virulent poison. And stringing his bow and filling 
the air with its twang, he addressed the boar and said, T have 
come here, but done thee no injury ! As thou seekest to slay 
me, I shall certainly send thee to the abode of Yama !* And 
beholding that firm wielder of the bow — Falguna — about to 
slay the boar, Shankara in the guise of a Kirdta suddenly 
bade him stop, saying, ‘This boar like the mountain of Indra - 
kila in hue hath been aimed at by me first 1* Falguna, how- 
ever, disregarding these words, struck the boar. The Kirdta 
s&o of blazing splendour, let fly an arrow like flaming fire 
and resembling the thunderbolt at the same object. And the 
arrows thus shot by both fell at the same instant of time upon 
the wide body of Muka hard as adamant. And the two shafts 
fell upon the boar with a loud sound, even like that of Indra’s 
thunder-bolt and the thunder of the clouds falling together 
upon the breast of a mountain. And Muka, thus struck by 
two shafts which produced numerous arrows resembling snakes 
of blazing mouths, yeilded up his life, assuming once more 
his terrible Rakhasa form. Jishnu — that slayer of all foes — 
then beheld before him that person, of form blazing as gold, 
and attired in the dress of a Kirata and accompanied by many 
women. And beholding him, the son of Kunti with a joy- 
ous heart addressed him smilingly and said, ‘Who art thou 
that thus wanderest in these solitary woods, surrounded by 
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women ? O thou of the splendour of gold, art thou not afeared 
of this terrible forest? Why, again, didst thou shoot the 
boar that was first aimed at by me 1 This Rakshasa that 
came hither, listlessly or with the object of slaying me, 
had been first aimed at by me ! Thou shalt not, therefore, 
escape from me with life ! Thy behaviour towards me is not 
consistent with the customs of the chase. Therefore, O 
mountaineer, I will take thy life !’ Thus addressed by the 
son of Pandu, the Kirata, smiling, replied unto him capa* 
ble of ^wielding the bow with his left hand, in soft words, 
saying, ‘O hero, thou needst not be anxious on my aocount ! 
This forest land is proper abode for us who always dwell in 
the woods ! Respecting thyself, however, I may inquire, why 
thou hast selected thy abode here amid such difficulties ! We, 
O ascetic, have our habitation in these woods abounding in 
animals of all kinds. Why dost thou, so delicate and brought 
up in luxury and possessed of the splendour of fire, dwell 
alone in such a solitary region V Arjuna said, ‘Depending on 
the Gandiva and arrows blazing like fire, I live in this great 
forest, like a second Pdvalci. * Thou hast seen how this 
monster — this terrible Rakshasa — that came hither in the form 
of an animal, hath been slain by me !’ The Kirata replied, 
‘This Rakshasa, first struck with the shafts shot from my bow, 
was killed and sent to the regions of Yaraa by me. He 
was first aimed at by me. And it is with my shot that 
he has been deprived of life. Proud of thy strength, it be* 
boveth thee not to impute thy own fault to others. Thou 
art thyself in fault, wretch, and, therefore, shalt not escape 
from me with life ! Stay thou : I will shoot at thee shafts 
like thunderbolts ! Strive thou also and shoot, to the best of 
thy power, thy arrows at me !’ Hearing these words of the 
Kirata , Arjuna became angry, and attacked him with arrows. 
The Kirata, however, with a glad heart received all those 
shafts upon himself repeatedly saying, ‘Wretch, wretch, shoot 
thou thy best arrows capable of pieroing into the very vitals !’ 
Thus addressed, Arjuna began to shower his arrows on him. 


* Kartikcy* tho sou Pavaka (god of fire), generallessimo of the gods. 
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Both of them then became angry and, engaging in fierce con- 
flict, began to shoot at each other showers of arrows, each 
resembling a snake of virulent poison. And Aijuna rained a 
perfect shower of arrows on the Kirata. Shankara, however, 
bore that downpour on him with a cheerful heart. But the 
wielder of the Pinaka , having borne that shower of arrows 
for a moment, stood* unwounded, immovable like a hill. 
Dhananjaya, beholding his arrowy shower become futile, 
wondered exceedingly, repeatedly saying, ‘Excellent! Excel- 
lent ! Alas, this mountaineer of delicate limbs, dwelling on 
the heights of Himavafc, beareth, without wavering, the shafts* 
shot from the Qandiva ! Who is he ? Is he Rudra himself, or 
some other god, or a Yaksha, or an Asura ? The gods sometimes 
do descend! on the heights of the Himawat.. Except the god 
who wieldeth the Pinaka , there is none else that can bear 
the impetuosity of the thousands of arrows shot by me from 
the Gchidiva ! Whether he is a god or a Yaksha, in fact, 
any body except Rudra, I shall soon send him, with my shafts, 
to the regions of Yama/ Thus thinking, Arjuna* with a 
cheerful heart, began, O king, to shoot arrows by hundreds* 
resembling in splendour the rays of the sun. That downpour 
of shafts, however, the illustrious Creator of the worlds — the 
wielder of the trident — bore with a glad heart, like a mount- 
ain bearing a shower of rocks* Soon, however, the arrows 
of Falguna were exhausted. And noticing this fact, Arjuna 
became greatly alarmed. And the son of Pandu then, began 
to think of the illustrious god Agni who had before, during 
the burning of the Kh&ndava, given him air couple of inexhaust- 
ible quivers. And' he began to think, ‘Alas, my arrows are 
all exhausted ! What shall I shoot now from my bow ? Whd 
is this person that swalloweth my arrows ? Slaying him with 
the end of my bow, as elephants are killed with lances, I shall 
send him to the domains of the mace-bearing Yama/ The 
illustrious Arjuna then, taking up his bow and dragging the 
Kirata with his bow-string, struck him some fierce blows 
that descended like thunderbolts. When, however, that 
slayer of hostile heroes — the son of Kunti— commenced tlfo 
conflict with the end of the bow, the mountaineer snatched 
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from his hands that celestial bow. And beholding his bow 
snatched from him, Arjuna took up his sword, and wish* 
ing to end the conflict, rushed at his foe. And then the 
Kuru prince, with the whole might of his arm, struck that 
Sharp weapon upon the head of the Kirdta, a weapon that 
was incapable of being resisted even by solid rocks. But that 
first of swords, at touch of the Kirata’s crown, brake into 
pieces. Falguna then commenced the conflict with trees and 
stones. The illustrious god in the form of the huge-bodied 
Kirdta , however, bore that shower of trees and rocks with 
patience. The mighty son of Pritha then, his mouth smoking 
with wrath, struck the invincible god in the form of a Kirdta , 
with his clenched fists blows that descended like thunderbolts. 
The god in the Kirdta form returned Falguna’s blows with 
fierce blows resembling the thunder-bolts of Indra. And in 
consequence of that conflict of blows between the son of 
Pandu and the Kirdta , there arose in that place loud and 
frightful sounds. That terrible conflict of blows, resembling 
the conflict of yore between Yritra and Vasava, lasted but 
for a moment. The mighty Jishnu clasping the Kirdta began 
to press him with his breast, but the Kirata, possessed of 
great strength, pressed the insensible son of Pandu with force. 
And in consequence of the pressure of their arms and of their 
breasts, their bodies began to emit smoke like char-coal in 
fire. The* great god then, smiting the already smitten son of 
Pandu, and attacking him in anger with his full might, 
deprived him of his senses. Then, O Bharata, Falguna, thus 
pressed by the god of gods, with limbs, besides, bruised and 
mangled, became incapable of motion and was almost reduced 
to a ball of flesh. And struck by the illustrious god, he be- 
came breathless and, falling down on earth without power of 
moving, looked like one that was dead. Soon, however, he 
regained consciousness, and, rising from his prostrate position, 
with body covered with blood, became filled with grief. Men- 
tally prostrating himself before the gracious god of gods, and 
making a clay image of that deity, he worshipped it with offer- 
ings of floral garlands. Beholding, however, the garland that 
be had offered to the clay image of Bhava decking the crown 



VAN A PABVA*> 


125 


t)f the Kir&to, that best of Pandu’s sons became filled with 
joy and regained his ease. And he prostrated himself thereupon 
at the feet of Bhava, and the god also was pleased with h im. 
And Hara, beholding the wonder of Arjuna and seeing that 
his body had been emaciated with ascetic austerities, spake 
unto him in a voice deep as the roaring of the clouds, saying, 
‘O Falguna, I have been pleased with thee for thy act without 
a parallel I There is no Kshatriya who is equal to thee in 
courage, and patience! And, O sinless one, thy strength and 
prowess are almost equal to mine ! O mighty-armed one, I 
have been pleased with thee ! Behold me, O bull of the 
Bharata race ! O large-eyed one ! I will grant thee eyes (to 
see me in my true form) ! Thou wert a Rishi before ! Thou 
wilt vanquish ail thy foes, even the dwellers of heaven ! I 
will, as I have been pleased with thee, grant thee an irresist- 
ible weapon. Soon shalt thou be able to wield that weapon 
of mine !’ ” 

Vaisampayana continued. “ Falguna then beheld him 
— Mahadeva — that god of blazing splendour — that wielder of 
the Pinaka — that one who had his abode on the mountains 
(of Kailasa) — accompanied by Uma. Bending down on his 
knee and bowing with his head, that conqueror of hostile 
cities — the son of Pritha — worshipped Hara and inclined him 
to grace. And Arjuna said, ‘O Kaparddin , O chief of all gods, 
O destroyer of the eyes of Bhaga, O god of gods, O Mah&deva, 
O thou of blue throat, O thou of matted locks, I know thee 
for the Cause of all causes, O thou of three eyes, O lord of 
all ! Thou art the refuge of all the gods ! This universe hath 
sprung from thee! Thou art incapable of being vanquished 
by the three worlds of the celestials, the Asuras, and meal 
Thou art Shiva in the form of Vishnu, and Vishnu in the form 
of Shiva ! Thou hadst destroyed of old the great sacrifice of 
Daksha ! O Hari, O Rudra, I bow to thee ! Thou hast an eye 
on thy forehead ! O Sharva, O thou that rainest objects of 
desire, O bearer of the trident, 0 wielder of the Pinaka, O 
Surya, O thou of pure body, O Creator of all, I bow to 
thee ! O lord of all created things, I worship thee to obtain 
thy grace ! Thou art the lord of the Gxtn as, the source of 
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universal blessing, the Cause of the cause of the universe F 
Thou art beyond the foremost of male beings, thou art 
the highest, thou art the subtlest, O Hara! O illustrious 
Shankara, it behoveth thee to pardon my fault ! It was 
even to obtain a sight of thyself that I came to* this great 
mountain, which is dear to thee and which is the excellent 
abode of ascetics ! Thou art worshipped of all the worlds ! O 
lord, I worship thee to obtain thy grace ! Let not this rash* 
ness of mine be regarded as a fault — this combat in which 
I was engaged with thee from ignorance ! O Shankara, X 
seek thy protection ! Pardon me all I have done !* 99 

Vaisampayana continued. “ Endued with gTeat might, the 
god whose sign was the bull, taking into his the handsome 
hands of Arjuna, smilingly replied unto him, saying, T have 
pardoned thee !’ And the illustrious Hara, cheerfully clasping 
Arjuna with his arms, once more consoling Arjuna said as 
follows. ” 

Thus ends the thirty- ninth Section in the Kairata of the 
Yana Parva. 


Section XL. 

(Kairata Parva continued.) 

u Mahadeva said, ‘Thou wert in thy former life Nara the 
xiend of Narayana ! In Vadari wert thou engaged in fierce 
iscetic austerities for several thousands of years ! In thee as 
veil as in Vishnu — that first of male beings— dwelleth great 
night ! Ye both, by your might, hold the universe ! O lord, 
aking up that fierce bow whose twang resembled the deep 
oar of the clouds, thou, as well as Krishna, hadst chastised 
he Danavas during the coronation of Indra! Even this 
fandiva is that bow, O son of Pritha, fit for thy bands ! O 
>remost of male beings, I snatched it from thee, helped by 
ly powers of illusion ! This couple of quivers, fit for thee, will 
gain be inexhaustible, O son Pritha ! And, O son of the Kuru 
ice, thy body will be free from pain and disease. Thy prow- 
ls is incapable of being baffled ! I have been pleased with 
lec ! And, 0 first of male beings, ask thou of me the boon 
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that thou deairest ! O chastiser of ail foes, O giver of proper 
respect (to those deserving of it), not even in heaven is there 
any male being who is equal to thee, nor any Kshatriya who 
is thy superior 1* 

“ Arjuna said, ‘O illustrious god having the bull for thy 
sign, if thou wilt grant me my desire,, I ask of thee, O lord, 
that fierce celestial, weapon wielded by thee and called Brahma - 

$ i ra that weapon of terrible prowess which destroyeth, at the 

end of the Yuga the entire universe — that weapon by help 
of which, O god of gods, I may, under thy grace, obtain victory 
in the terrible conflict which shall take place between myself 
(on one side), and Kama and Bhishma and Kripa and Drona 
(on the other)— that weapon by which I may consume in 
battle Danavas and Rakshasas and evil spirits and Pi^achas 
and Gandharvas and Nagas— that weapon which when hurled 
with Mantras produceth darts by thousands and fierce-looking 
maces and arrows like snakes of virulent poison, and by means 
of which I may fight with Bhishma and Drona and Kripa and 
Kama of ever abusive tongue ! O illustrious destroyer of the 
eyes of Bhaga, even this is my foremost desire, viz, that I may 
be able to fight with them and obtain success •* 

“Bhava replied, f O powerful one, I will give thee that favor- 
ite weapon of mine called the Pdgupata ! O son of Pandu, thou 
art capable of holding, hurling, and withdrawing it ! Neither 
the chief himself of the gods, nor Yama, nor the king of the 
Yakhas, nor Yanina, nor Yayu, knoweth it. How could men 
know anything of it ! But, O son of Pritha, this weapon 
should not be hurled without adequate cause ; for if hurled 
at any foe of little might, it may destroy the whole universe. 
In the three worlds with all their mobile and immobile 
creatures, there is none who is incapable of being slain by 
this weapon. And it may be hurled by the mind, by the 
ey e, by words, and by the bow !’ ” 

Vaisampayana continued. “ Hearing these words, the son 
of Pritha purified himself. And approaching the lord of the 
universe, with rapt attention, he said, ‘Instruct me !* Mahadeva 
then imparted unto that best of Pandu’s sons the knowledge 
-of that weapon looking like the embodiment of Yama, toge* 
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ther with all the mysteries about hurling and withdrawing 
it. And that weapon thence began to wait upon Arjuna as 
it did upon Shankara the lord of Uma, And Arjuna also 
gladly accepted it. And at that moment the whole earth, 
with its mountains and woods and trees and seas and forests 
and villages and towns and mines, -trembled. And the sounds 
of conches and drums and trumpets by thousands began to be 
heard. And at that moment hurricanes and whirlwinds began 
to blow. And the gods and the Danavas beheld that terrible 
weapon in its embodied form stay by the side of Aijuna of 
immeasurable energy. And whatever of evil there had been 
in the body of Falguna of immeasurable energy, was all dis- 
pelled by the touch of the three-ey ed deity. And the three- 
eyed-god then commanded Arjuna, saying, * Go thou into 
heaven!* Arjuna then, O king, worshipping the god with 
bent head, gazed at him, with joined hands. Then the lord 
of all the dwellers of heaven , the deity of blazing splendour 
having his abode on mountain-breasts, the husband of Uma, 
the god of passions under complete control, the source of all 
blessings, Bhava, gave unto Arjuna, that foremost of men, 
the great bow called Gcindiva destructive of Danavas and 
Pi9&chas. And the god of gods, then leaving that blessed 
mountain with snowy plateaus and vales and caves, favorite 
resort of sky-ranging great Rishis, went up, accompanied by 
Uma, into the skies, in the sight of that foremost of men.** 
Thus ends the fortieth Section in the Kairata of the Vana 
Parva, 


Section XLI. 

( Kairata Parva continued . ) 

Vaisampayana said. " The wielder of the Pinaka, having 
the bull for his sign, thus disappeared in the very sight of 
the gazing son of Pandu, like the sun setting in the sight of 
the world. Arjuna, that slayer of hostile heroes, wondered 
much at this, saying, ‘O, I have seen the great god of gods! 
Fortunate, indeed, lam, and much favored, for I have both 
beheld and touched with my hand the three-eyed Hara, the 
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wielder of the Pin&ka, in his boon-giving form ! I shall win 
success. I am already great. My enemies have already been 
vanquished by me. My purposes have been already achieved** 
And while the son of Pritha, endued with immeasurable 
energy, was thinking thus, came to that place Yaruna the 
god of waters, handsome and of the splendour pf the lapis 
lazuli , accompanied by all kinds of aquatic creatures, and 
filling all the points of the horizon with a blazing effulgence. 
And accompanied by Hi vers both male and female, and Nagas, 
and Daityas, and Sadhyas, and inferior deities, Yaruna, the 
controller and lord of all aquatic creatures, arrived at that 
spot. And there came also the lord Kuvera, of body resembl- 
ing pure gold, seated on his car of great splendour, and 
accompanied by numerous Yakshas. And the lord of trea- 
sures, possessed of great beauty, came there to see Arjnna, 
illuminating the firmament with his effulgence. And there 
came also Yama himself, of great beauty, the powerful des- 
troyer of all the worlds, accompanied by those lords of the 
creation — the Pitris — both embodied and disembodied. And 
the god of justice, of inconceivable soul, the son of Surya, the 
destroyer of all creatures, with the mace in hand, came there 
on his car, illuminating the three worlds with the regions of 
the Guhyakas, the Gandharvas, and the Nagas, like a second 
Surya as he riseth at the end of the Yuga, Having arrived there, 
they beheld from the effulgent and variegated summits of the 
great mountain Arjuna engaged in ascetic austerities. And 
there came in a moment the illustrious Shakra also, accom- 
panied by his queen, seated on the back of (the celestial 
elephant) Airavata, and surrounded also by all the deities. And 
in consequence of the white umbrella being held over his head, 
he looked like the moon amid fleecy clouds. And eulogised by 
Gandharvas, and Rishis endued with wealth of asceticism, the 
chief of the celestials alighted on a particular summit of the 
mountain, like a second sun. Then Yama, possessed of great 
intelligence, and fully conversant with virtue, who had occupied 
a summit on the south, in a voice deep as that of the clouds; 
said these auspicious words : — Arjuna, behold us, the protect* 
orsof the worlds, arrive here! We will grant thee (spiri- 
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tual) vision, for thou deservest to behold us I Thou werfc in 
thy former life a Eislii of immeasurable soul, known as Nara 
of great might. At the command, O child, of Brahm&, thou 
hast been born among men ! O sinless one, by thee shall be 
vanquished in battle the highly virtuous grandsire of the 
Kurus — Bhishma of great energy — who is bom of the Yasus 1 
Thou shalt also defeat all the Kshatriyas of fiery energy com- 
manded by the son of Bharadwiija in battle. Thou shalt 
also defeat those Danavas of fierce prowess that have been 
bom amongst men, and those Danavas also that are called 
Nivatakavachas. And, O son of the Kuru race, O Dhananjaya, 
thou shalt also slay Kama of fierce prowess, who is even a 
portion of my father Surya, of energy celebrated throughout 
the worlds. And, Oson of Kunti, O smiter of all foes, thou 
shalt also slay all the portions of celestials and D&navas and 
the K&kshasas that have been incarnate on earth ! And slain by 
thee, these shall attain to the regions earned by them according 
to their acts. And, O Falguna, the fame of thy achievements 
will last for ever in the world : thou hast gratified Mahadeva 
himself in conflict ! Thou shalt, with Vishnu himself lighten 
the burden of the earth ! O, accept this weapon of mine 
—the mace I wield — incapable of being baffled by any body ! 
With this weapon thou wilt aohieve great deeds f ” 

Vaisampayana continued. “ O Janamejaya, the son of Pritha 
then received from Yama that weapon duly, along with the 
Mantras and rites, and the mysteries of burling and with- 
drawing it ! Then Varuna the lord of all aquatic creatures, 
blue as the Clouds, from a summit he had occupied on the 
west, uttered these words : — ‘O son of Pritha, thou art the 
foremost of Kshatriyas, and engaged in Kshatriya practices. 
O thou of large coppery eyes, behold me ! I am Vanina the 
lord of waters 1 Hurled by me, my nooses are incapable of 
being resisted. Q son of Kunti, accept of me these Warm la 
weapons along with the mysteries of hurling and withdrawing 
them ! With these, 0 hero, in the battle that ensued of yore 
on account of Taraka (the wife of Vrihaspati), thousands of 
mighty Daityas were seized and tied ! Accept them of me ! 
Even if Yama himself be thy foe, with these in thy hands. 
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he will not be able to escape from thee ! When thou wilt, 
armed with these, range over the field of battle, the land, be* 
yond doubt, will be destitute of Kshatriyas f w 

Vaisampayana continued. “ After both Yaruna and Yama 
had given away their celestial weapons, the lord of treasures 
having his home on the heights of Kailasa, then spake : — f O son 
of Pandu, O thou of great might and wisdom* I too have 
been pleased with thee ! And this meeting with thee giveth 
me as much pleasure as a meeting with Krishna ! * O wielder 
of the bow with the left hand, O thou of mighty arms, thou 
wert a god before, eternal (as other gods)! In ancient Kalpas > 
thou hadst every day gone through ascetic austerities along 
with us ! O best of men, I grant thee celestial vision ! O 
thou of mighty arms, thou wilt defeat e\ en invincible Daityas 
and Danavas ! Accept of me also, without loss of time, an 
excellent weapon T With this thou wilt be able to consume 
the ranks of Dhritanishtra. Take then this favorite weapon 
of mine called Antardhana. Endued with energy and prow- 
ess and spendour, it is capable of sending the foe to sleep. 
When the illustrious Shankara slew Tripura, even this was the 
weapon which he shot and by which many mighty Asuras 
were consumed * O thou of invincible prowess, I take it up 
for giving it to thee 1 Endued with the dignity of the Meru, 
thou art competent to hold this weapon !' 

“ After these words had been spoken, the Kurw prinoe- 
Arjuna, endued with great strength, duly received from Ku- 
vera that celestial weapon. Then the chief of the celestials, 
addressing Pritha’s son of white deeds in sweet words, said, in 
a voice deep as that of the clouds or the kettle-drum, ‘Thou 
mighty-armed son of Kunti, thou art an ancient god ! Thou, 
hast already achieved the highest success, and acquired the 
status of a god \ But, O repressor of foes, thou hast yet to 
accomplish the purposes of the gods * Thou must ascend to 
heaven ! Therefore, prepare thou, O hero of great splendour f 
My own car with Matali as charioteer will soon descend on 
the earth. Taking thee, O Kaurava, to heaven, I will grant 
thee there all my celestial weapons ' 


* Ajito— Krishna. 
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“ Beholding those protectors of the worlds assembled to** 
gether on the heights of Himavat, Dhananjaya the son of 
Kunti wondered much* Endued with great energy, be then 
duly worshipped the assembled Lokapdlae, with words, water, 
and fruits ! The celestials then returning that worship, went 
away. And the gods, capable of going everywhere at will, 
and endued with the speed of the mind, returned to the places 
whence they had come. 

'• That bull among men — Arjuna — having obtained weapons 
thus, was filled with pleasure. And he regarded himself as 
one whose desires bad been ful filed and who was crowned with 
success. ” 

Thus ends the forty-first Section in the Kairata of the 
Yana Parva. 


Section XLII. 

( Indralokagamana Parva J 

Vaisampayana said. “ After the LokapElas had gone away, 
Aijuna — that slayer of all foes — began to think, O monarch, 
of the car of Indra ! And as Gudakesha gifted with great 
intelligence was thinking of it, the car endued with great 
effulgence and guided by Matali, came dividing the clouds and 
illuminating the firmament and filling the entire welkin with 
its rattle deep as the roar of mighty masses of clouds. Swords, 
and missiles of terrible forms, and maces of frightful description, 
and winged darts of celestial splendour, and lightnings of 
the brightest effulgence, and thunderbolts, and Tutagudas * 
furnished with wheels and worked with atmospheric expansion 
and producing sounds loud as the roar of great masses of clouds, 
were on that car. And there were also on that car fierce and 
huge-bodied Ndgas with fiery mouths, and heaps of stones 
white as the fleecy clouds. And the car was drawn by ten 

* Evidently canon. There are other passages in the Mah&bhdrat* 
pointing to this engine of destruction being known to the Hindus of this 

neriod, if, indeed, the whole passage is not an interpolation. 
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thousand horses of golden hue, endued with the speed of the 
wind. And furnished with powers of illusion, the car wap 
drawn with such speed that the eye could hardly mark its 
progress. And Arjuna saw on that car the flag-staff called 
V aijayanta , ' of blazing effulgence, resembling in hue the 
emerald or the dark-blue lotus, and decked with golden orna- 
ments, and straight as the bamboo. And beholding a chariot? 
eer decked in gold seated on that car, the mighty-armed son 
of Fritha regarded it as belonging to the celestials. And while 
Arjuna was occupied with his thoughts regarding the car, the 
charioteer Matali, bending himself after descending from the 
car, addressed him, saying, ‘O lucky son of Shakra, Shakra him- 
self wisheth to see thee ! Ascend thou without loss of time 
this car that hath been sent by Indra ! The chief of the 
immortals, thy father — that god of an hundred sacrifices— hath 
commanded me, saying , — Bring the son of Kunti hither . Let 
the gods behold him ! — And Shakra himself, surrounded by the 
celestials and Rishis and Gandharvas and Apsaras, waiteth to 
behold thee ! At the command of the chastiser of Paka, 
therefore, ascend thou with me from this to the region of the 
celestials ! Thou wilt return after obtaining weapons P 

“ Arjuna replied, ‘O Matali, mount thou without loss of 
time this excellent car, a car that cannot be attained even 
by hundreds of Rajasuya and Horse sacrifices ! Even kings 
of great prosperity, who have performed great sacrifices dis- 
tinguished by large gifts (to Brahmanas), even gods and 
Danavas are not competent to ride this car. He that hath not 
ascetic merit is not competent to even see or touch this car, 
far less to ride on it. O blessed one, after thou hast ascended 
it, and after the horses have become still, I will ascend it 
like a virtuous man stepping into the high-road of honesty P ” 
Vaisampayana continued. “ Matali the charioteer of Shakra 
hearing these words of Arjuna, soon mounted the car bxv 
controlled the horses. Arjuna then, with a cheerful hear! 
purified himself by a bath in the Ganges. And the son c 
Kunti then duly repeated (inaudibly) his oustoraery prayers 
He then, duly and according to the ordinance, gratified th 
Pitris with oblations of water. And, lastly, he commenced t 
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invoke the Mandara *— that king of mountains — saying, 
mountain, thou art ever the refuge of holy, heaven-seeking 
Munis of virtuous conduct and behaviour. It is through 
thy grace, O mountain, that Br&hmanas and Kshatriyas and 
Valyas attain heaven, and their anxieties gone, sport with 
the celestials ! O king of mountains, O mountain, thou 
art the asylum of Munis , and thou holdest on thy breast 
numerous sacred shrines 1 Happily have I dwelt on thy 
heights I I leave thee now, bidding thee farewell ! Oft havo I 
seen thy table-lands and bowers, thy springs and brooks, and 
the sacred shrines on thy breast ! I have also eaten the savoury 
fruits growing on thee, and have slaked my thirst with 
draughts of perfumed water oozing from thy body ! I have 
also drunk the water of thy sprin gs, sweet as Amrita itself. 
O mountain, as a child sleepeth happily on the lap of 
his father, so have I, O king of mountains, O exalted one, 
sported on thy breast echoing with the notos of Apsaras 
and the chaunting of the Vedas ! O mountain, every day 
have I lived happily on thy table-lands! Thus having 
bidden farewell to the mountain, that slayer of hostile heroes 
~Arjuna — blazing like the Sun himself, ascended the celes- 
tial car. And the Kuru prince, gifted with great intelli- 
gence, with a glad heart coursed through the firmament on 
that celestial car effulgent as the sun and of extraordinary 
achievements. And after he had become invisible to the 
mortals of the earth, f he beheld thousands of cars of extra- 
ordinary beauty. And in that region there was no sun or 
moon or fire to give light, but it blazed in light of its own, 
generated by virtue and ascetic merit. And those brilliant 
regions that are seen from the earth in the form of stars, like 
lamps (in the sky) — so small in consequence of their distance, 

* The mountain which served as the churning pole during the churn- 
ing of the ocean by the gods and the Asuras. Its geographical situatiou 
is difficult to ascertain. From the invocation of Arjuna, it would appear 
to be some peak connected with the mountain chains of the Himalayas. 

t Bhumicharinam for Dharmacharinam is unquestionably the better 
reading. 
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though very large — were beheld by the son of Pandu r sta- 
tioned in their respective places, full of beauty and effulgence, 
and blazing with splendour all their own. * And there he be- 
held royal sages crowned with ascetic success, and heroes who 
had yielded up their lives in battle, and those that had acquired 
heaven by their ascetic austerities, by- hundereds upon hun- 
dreds. And there were also Gandharvas, of bodies blazing 
like the sun, by thousands upon thousands, as also Guhyakas 
and Rishis and numerous tribes of Apsaras. And beholding those 
self-effulgent regions, Falguna became filled with wonder, and 
made enquiries of Matali. And Matali also gladly replied unto 
him, saying, ‘These, O son of Pritha, arc virtuous persons, 
stationed in their respective places. It is these whom thou hast 
seen, O exalted one, as stars, from the earth f Then Arjuna 
saw standing at the gates of (Indra’s region) the handsome 
and ever-victorious elephant — Airavata — furnished with four 
tusks, and resembling the mountain of Kailasa with its sum- 
mits. And coursing along that path of the Siddhaa , that fore- 
most of the Kurus and the sons of Pandu, sat in beauty like 
Mandhata — that best of kings. Endued with eyes like lotus 
leaves, he passed through the region set apart for virtuous 
kings. And the celebrated Arjuna having thus passed through 
successive regions of heaven, at last beheld Amaravati the 
city of Indra. ” 

Thus ends the forty-second Section in the Indralokagamana 
of the Vana Parva. 


Section XLIII. 

(Indralokagamana Parva continued .) 

Vaisampayana said. “ And the city of Indra which Arjuna 
saw was delightful and was the resort of Siddhas and Ohara- 
nas. And it was adorned with the flowers of every season, 
and with sacred trees of all kinds. And he beheld^ also 
the celestial gardens called Nandana — the favorite resort of 

* Passages such as these furnish occasional glimpses of the astrouomi* 
cal knowledge of the ancient Hindus. 
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Apsaras. And fanned by the fragrant breezes charged with ’ 
the farina of sweet-scented flowers, the trees with their load 
of celestial blossoms seemed to welcome him amongst them. 
And the region was such that none could behold it who had 
not gone through ascetic austerities, or who had not poured 
libations on fire. It was a region for the virtuous alone, and 
not for those who had turned their back on the field of battle. 
And none were competent to see it who had not performed 
sacrifices or observed rigid vows, or who were without a know- 
ledge of the Vedas, or who had not bathed in sacred waters, 
or who were not distinguished for sacrifices and gifts. And 
none were competent to see it who were disturbers of sacri- 
fices, or who were low, or who drank intoxicating liquors, or 
who were violators of their preceptors* bed, or who were 
eaters of (unsanctified) meat, or who were wicked. And hav- 
ing beheld those celestial gardens resounding with celestial 
music, the strong-armed son of Pandu entered the favorite 
city of Indra. And he beheld there celestial cars by thou- 
sands, capable of going everywhere at will, stationed in proper 
places. And he saw tens of thousands of such cars moving 
in every direction. And fanned by pleasant breezes charged 
with the perfumes of flowers, the son of Pandu was praised 
by Apsaras and Gandharvas. And the celestials then, accom- 
panied by the Gandharvas and Siddhas and great Bishis, 
cheerfully reverenced Pritha’s son of white deeds. Benedic- 
tions were poured upon him, accompanied by the sounds of 
celestial music. The strong-armed son of Pritha then heard 
around him the music of conches and drums. And praised 
all around, the son of Pritha then went, at the command of 
Indra, to that large and extensive starry way called by the name 
of Suravithi . * There he met with the Sddhyas, the Vigwas, 
the Marutas , the twin Aswins, the Adilyas, the Vasvs , the 
JRvdras, the Brahmarshis of great splendour, and numerous 
royal sages with Dilipa at their head, and Tumvuru and 


* Vipulum nahshatra-mdrgam. Lit., large starry way. Probably, the 
Milky way. JSuravithi also is, lit., the celestial way or road of the celes- 
tials. 
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JTlrada, and that couple of Gandharvas known by the names 
of Haha and Huhu. And the Kuru prince — that chastiser of 
foes— having met and duly saluted them, last of all beheld 
the chief of the celestials — the god of an hundred sacrifices* 
Then the strong-armed son of Pritha, alighting from the car, 
approached the lord himself of the gods— his father— that 
chastiser of Paka. * And a beautiful white umbrella furnished 
with a golden staff was held over the chief of the celes- 
tials, And he was fanned with a Chdmara perfumed with 
celestial scents. And he was eu logised by many Gandharvas 
headed by Vigwavasw and others, by bards and singers, and 
by foremost Brahmanas chaunting Rig and Yaju hymns. And 
the mighty son cf Kunti, approaching Indra, saluted him by 
bending his head to the ground. And Indra thereupon 
embraced him with his round and plump arms. And taking 
his hand, Shakra made him sit by him on a portion of his own 
seat, that sacred seat which was worshipped by gods and 
Rishis. And the lord of the celestials — that slayer of hostile 
heroes — smelt the head of Arjuna bending in humility, and 
even took him upon his lap. And seated on Shakra’s seat at 
the command of that god of a thousand eyes, Pritha’s son 
of immeasurable energy began to blaze in splendour like 
a second Indra. And moved by affection, the slayer of 
Vritra, consoling Arjuna, touched his beautiful face with 
his own perfumed hands. And the wielder of the thunderbolt, 
patting and rubbing gently again and again with his own 
hands which bore the marks of the thunderbolt the handsome 
and large arms of Arjuna which resembled a couple of golden 
columns and which were hard in consequence of drawing the 
bow-string and shooting arrows, began to console him. And 
the slayer of Yritra — the god of a thousand eyes — eying his son 
of curly locks smilingly and with eyes expanded with delight, 
seemed scarcely to be gratified. The more he gazed, the more 
he liked to gaze on. And seated on one seat, the father and 


* This word is variously explained. We adhere to the supposition thai 
Pdka was an Asura slain by Indra. Nilakantha has a learned note o: 
it, though he ends by supposing that Pdka was an Asura. 
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son enhanced the beauty of the assembly, like the suti aa<T 
moon beautifying the firmament together on the fourteenth 
day of the dark fortnight. And a band of Gaudharvas headed 
by Tumvuru, skilled in music sacred and profane, * sang many 
verses in melodious notes. And Ghritachi and Menaka and 
Rambha and Purvachitti and Swayamprabha and Urva<ji and 
Misrakegi and Dandagauri and Varuthini and Gopali and 
Sahajanya and Kumbhayoni and Prajagara and Chitrasena 
and Chitralekha and Saha and Madhuraswana,— these and 
others by thousands, possessed of eyes like lotus leaves, who 
were employed in enticing the hearts of persons practising 
rigid austerities, danced there. And possessing slim waists and 
fair large hips, they began to perform various evolutions, 
shaking their deep bosoms, and casting their glances around, 
and exhibiting other attractive attitudes capable of stealing 
the hearts and resolutions and minds f of the spectators.” 

Thus ends the forty- third Section in the Indralokagamana 
of the Yana Parva. 


Section XLIV. 

(Indralolcagamana Parva continued ,) 

Vaisampayana said. “ The gods and the Gandharvas then, 
understanding the wishes of Indra, procured an excellent 
Arghya and reverenced the son of Pritha in a hurry. And 
giving water to wash both his feet and face, they caused 
the prince to enter the palace of Indra. And thus worshipped, 
Jishnu continued to live in the abode of his father. And the 
son of P&ndu continued all the while to acquire celestial 
weapons, together with the means of withdrawing them. And 
he received from the hands of Shakra his favorite weapon of 
irresistible force, viz , the thunder-bolt, and those other weapons 
also, of tremendous roar, viz , the lightnings of heaven, whose 

* Gita is profane music, while Sarntt is sacred music. So Nilakantha. 

+ Chrtas, Buddhi , and Manas : Nilakantha explains the first as 
Alochan&tmika, the second as Addhavasay&tmikd , and the last as San* 
•fCdpa-vilcalpatmiM, In the present connection, we think, he is right. . 
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flashes are inferable from the appearance of clouds and (the 
dancing of ) peacocks. * And the son of Pandu, after he had 
obtained those weapons, recollected his brothers. At£the com- 
mand of Indra, however, he lived for full five years in heaven,, 
surrounded by every comfort and luxury. 

“ After sometime, when Arjuna had obtained all the wea- 
pons, Indra addressed him in due time, saying, ‘O Son of Kunti, 
learn thou music and dancing from Ohitrasena ! Learn the ins~ 
trumental music that is current among the celestials and which 
existeth not in the world of men, for, O son of Kunti, it will 
be to thy benefit !* And Purandara gave Ohitrasena as a 
friend unto Arjuna. And the son of Pritha lived happily and 
in peace with Ohitrasena. And Ohitrasena instructed Arjuna 
all the while in music vocal and instrumental and in dancing. 
But the active Axjuna obtained no peace of mind, remember- 
ing the unfair play at dice of Shakuni the son of Suvala, 
and thinking with rage of Dusijasana and his death. When, 
however, his friendship with Ohitrasena had ripened fully, he at 
times learned the unrivalled dance and music practised among 
the Gandharvas. And at last, having learnt various kinds 
of dances and diverse species of music both vocal and instru- 
mental, that slayer of hostile heroes obtained no peace of 
mind, remembering his brothers and mother Kunti. ” 

Thus ends the forty-fourth Section in the Indralokagamana 
of the Yana Parva. 


* The word in the text is agani^ which is the thunder-bolt. A distinc- 
tion, however, is always made between India’s thunder-bolt and the 
thunder of the clouds. The latter is sometimes spoken of as lightning, 
In fact, wherever vajra and agani occur together, Nilakantha would 
explain them as “ the thunder of Indra ” and “ the thunder or lightning 
of the clouds.” A popular belief was extant among the ancient Hinduf 
to the effect that whenever clouds appeared in the sky out of season, an 1 
peacocks danced, lightning must have fallen somewhere. 



Section XLV. 

( Indralokagamana Parva continued 

Vaisampayana said, “ One day, knowing that Aijuna'a 
glances were cast upon Urva9i, Vasava, calling Chitrasena to 
himself, addressed him in private, saying, ‘O king of Gandhar- 
vas, I am pleased : go thou as my messenger to that foremost 
of Apsar&s Urva9i, and let her wait upon that tiger among 
men — Falguna. Tell her, saying these words of mine, — As 
through my instrumentality Arjuna hath learnt all the 
weapons and other arts, worshipped by all, so shouldst thou 
make him conversant with the arts of acquitting one’s self 
in female company.—* Thus addressed by Indra, the chief 
of the Gandharvas, in obedience to that command of Vasava, 
soon went to Urvaiji — that foremost of Apsaras. And as he 
saw her, she recognised him and delighted him by the welcome 
she offered and the salutations she gave. And seated at ease 
he then smilingly addressed Urva9i, who also was seated at 
ease, saying, 'Let it be known, O thou of fair hips, that I 
come hither despatched by the one sole lord of heaven, who 
asketh of thee a favor. He who is known amongst gods and 
men for his many inborn virtues, for his grace, behaviour, 
beauty of person, vows, and self-control ; who is noted for 
might and prowess, and respected by the virtuous, and 
ready-witted ; who is endued with genius and splendid energy, 
is of a forgiving temper, and without malice of any kind; 
who hath studied the four Vedas with their branches, and 
the Upanishads, and the Puranas also ; who is endued with 
devotion to his preceptors and with intellect possessed of 
the eight attributes;* who by his abstinence, ability, 

* (1) Animd , the power of reducing one's self infinitessimally, (2) Za- 
ghimCb, the power of reaching the ne plus ultra of lightness, (3) Prdpti , 
the capacity of going anywhere, (4) Pr&kdmyam, the fitness of attaining 
the fruition of every desire, (5) Jfahimtt, the power of changing shape 
at will, (6) Igitwa, lordship, (7) Vagitwa, the capacity of subduing every- 
body, (8) Kuim vavti ig the power of realising every wish. 
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origin, and age, is alone capable of protecting the celestial 
regions like Maghavat himself ; who is never boastful ; who 
ahoweth proper respect to all ; who beholdeth the minutest 
things as clearly as if those were gross and large ; who is sweet- 
speeched ; who showereth diverse kinds of food and drink on 
his friends and dependents ; who is truthful, worshipped of 
all, eloquent, handsome, and without pride; who is kind to 
those devoted to him, and universally pleasing and dear to all ; 
who is firm in promise ; and who is equal to even Mahendra 
and Varuna in respect of every desirable attribute, viz. Arjuna 
is known to thee. O Urva^i, know thou that that hero is 
to be made to taste the joys of heaven! Commanded by 
Indra, let him to day obtain thy feet ! Do this, O amiable 
one, for Dhananjaya is inclined to thee !* 

“Thus addressed, Urvatji of faultless features assumed a 
smiling face, and receiving the words of the Gandharva with 
high respect, answered with a glad heart, saying, ‘Hearing 
of the virtues that should adorn men, as unfolded by thee, I 
would bestow my favors upon any one who happened to possess 
them. Why should I not, then, choose Arjuna for a lover ? 
At the command of Indra, and for my friendship for thee, 
and moved also by the numerous virtues of Falguna, I am 
already under the influence of the god of love. Go thou* 
therefore, to the place thou desirest. I shall gladly go to 
Arjuna !’ ” 

Thus ends the forty-fifth Section in the Indralokagamana 
of the Yana Parva. 


Section XL VI. 

( Indralokagamancb Parva continued.) 

Vaisampayana said. “Having thus sent away the Gandharva 
successful in his mission, Urva$i of luminous smiles, moved 
by the desire of possessing Falguna, took a bath. And having 
performed her ablutions, she decked herself in charming orna- 
ments and splendid garlands of celestial odour. And inflamed 
by the god of love, and her heart pierced through and through 
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by the shafts shot by Manmatha * keeping in view the beauty 
of Arjuna, and her imagination wholly taken up by the thoughts 
of Arjuna, she mentally sported with him on a wide and 
excellent bed laid over with celestial sheets. And when the 
twilight had deepened and the moon was up, that Apsara of 
high hips set out for the mansions of Arjuna. And in that mood*, 
and with her crisp, soft, and long braids decked with bunches 
of flowers, she looked extremely beautiful. With her beauty 
and grace, and the charm of the motions of her eye-brows 
and of her soft accents, and her own moon-like face, she seemed 
to tread, challenging the moon himself. And as she pro- 
ceeded, her deep, finely tapering bosoms, decked with a chain 
of gold and adorned with celestial unguents and smeared 
with fragrant sandal paste, began to tremble. And in conse- 
quence of the weight of her bosoms, she was forced to slightly 
stoop forward at every step, bending her waist exceedingly 
beautiful with three folds. And her loins of faultless shape, 
the elegant abode of the god of love, furnished with fair and 
high and round hips, and wide at their lower part as a 
hill, and decked with chains of gold, and capable of shaking 
the saintship of anchorets, being decked with thin attire, 
appeared highly graceful. And her feet with fair suppressed 
ankles, and possessing flat soles and straight toes of the color of 
burnished copper and dorsa high and curved like tortoise backs 
and marked by the wearing of ornaments furnished with rows 
of little bells, looked exceedingly handsome. And exhilarated 
with a little liquor which she had taken, and excited by desire* 
and moving in diverse attitudes, and expressing a sensation of 
delight, she looked more handsome than usual. And though 
heaven abounded with many wonderful objects, yet when 
Urva$i proceeded in this manner, the Siddkas and Chavanas 
and Gandharvas regarded her to be the handsomest object 
they had cast their eyes upon. And the upper half of her 
body clad in an attire of fine texture and cloudy hues, she 

* The god of love or lust. He has various names. Unlike the Cupid 
Of Greek mythology, the Hindu Cupid is a grown-up person, owning a 
pife called Rati. He is popularly represented also as the son of Krishna. 
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ooked resplendent like a digit of the moon in tho firmament 
shrouded by fleecy clouds. And endued with the speed of the 
winds or the mind, she of luminous smiles soon reached 
the mansion of Falguna the son of Pandu. And, O best of 
men, Urva$i of beautiful eyes, having arrived at the gate of 
Arj una’s abode, sent word through the keeper in attendance. 
And (on receiving permission), she soon entered that brilliant 
and charming palace. But, O monarch, upon beholding her 
at night in his mansion, Aijuna with a fear-stricken heart, 
stepped up to receive her with respect. And as soon as he 
saw her, the son of Prithi,, from modesty, closed his eyes. 
And saluting her, he offered the Apsara such worship as 
is offered unto a superior. And Arjuna said, ‘O thou fore- 
most of the foremost of the Apsaras, I reverence thee by 
bending my head down ! O lady, let me know thy commands! 
I wait upon thee as thy servant P” 

^ ' Vaisampayana continued. “ Hearing these words of Fal- 
guna, Urva$i became deprived of her senses. And she soon 
represented unto Arjuna all that had passed between her 
and the Gandharva Chitrasena. And she said, ‘O best of 
men, I shall tell thee all that hath passed between me and 
Chitrasena, and why I have come hither ! On account of thy 
coming here, O Arjuna, Mahendra had convened a large and 
charming assembly, in which celestial festivities were held. 
Unto that assembly came, O best of men, the Rudras and the 
Adityas and the As wins and the Yasus. And there came also 
numbers of great Rishis and royal sages and Siddhas and 
Charanas and Yakshas and great Nagas. And, O thou of 
expansive eyes, the members of the assembly resplendant as 
fire or the sun or the moon, having taken their seats according 
to rank, honor, and prowess, O son of Shakra, the Gandharv&s 
began to strike the Vinas and sing charming songs of celes- 
tial melody. And, O perpetuator of the Kuru race, the princi- 
pal Apsaras also commenced to dance! Then, O son of 
Pritha, thou hadst looked on me only with a stead-fast gaze. 
When that assembly of the celestials brake, commanded by 
thy father the gods went away to their respective places. 
And the principal Apsaras also went away to their abodes, 
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and others also, 0 slayer of foes, commanded by thy fathef 
and obtaining his leave ! It was then that Chitrasena waa 
sent to me by Shakra, and arriving at my abode, O thou 
of eyes like lotus leaves, he addressed me, saying, — O thou 
of the fairest complexion, I have been sent unto thee by 
the chief of the celestials ! Do thou something that would 
be agreeable to Mahendra and myself and to thyself also! 
O thou of fair hips, seek thou to please Arjuna, who is 
brave in battle even like Shakra himself, and who is always 
possessed of magnanimity. — Even these, O son of Prithl, were 
his words ! Thus, O sinless one, commanded by him and thy 
father also, I come to thee in order to wait upon thee, O slayer 
of foes ! My heart hath been attractted by thy virtues, and I 
am already under the influence of the god of love ! And, 
O hero, even this is my wish, and I have cherished it for 
ever !* ” 

Vaisampayana continued. “ While in heaven, hearing her 
speak in this strain, Arjuna was overcome with bashfulness. 
And shutting his ears with his hands, he said, ‘O blessed 
lady, fie on my sense of hearing, when thou speakest thus to 
me! For, O thou of beautiful face, thou art certainly equal 
in my estimation unto the wife of a superior ! Even as 
Kunti of high fortune, or Sachi the queen of Indra, art thou to 
me, O auspicious one : of this there is no doubt. That I had 
gazed particularly at thee, O blessed one, is true. There was 
a reason for it. I shall truly tell it to thee : listen, O thou 
of luminous smiles ! In the assembly I gazed at thee with 
eyes expanded in delight, thinking — Even this blooming 
lady is the mother of the Paurava race. O blessed Apsara, 
it behoveth thee not to entertain other feelings towards me, 
for thou art superior to my superiors, being the parent of 
my race.’ 

" Hearing these words of Arjuna, Urvagi answered, saying, 
f O son of the chief of the celestials, we Apsar&s are free and 
unconfined in our choice ! It behoveth thee not, therefore, to 
esteem me as thy superior ! The sons and grand-sons of Puru's 
race, that have come hither in consequence of ascetic merit, 
do all sport with us, without incurring any sin. Relent, 
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therefore, 0 hero, it behoveth thee not to semi me away. 
I am burning with desire. I am devoted to thee» Accept 
me, O thou giver of proper respect. * 

“ Arjuna replied, ‘0 beautiful lady of features perfectly 
faultless, listen, I truly tell thee ! Let the four directions 
and the transverse directions, lei also the gods listen ! O sin- 
less one, as Kunti, or Madri, or Shachi, is to me, so art thou, 
the parent of my race, an object of reverance to me. Re- 
turn, O thou of the fairest complexion: I bend my head 
unto thee, and prostrate myself at thy feet. Thou deservest 
my worship, as my own mother ; and it behoveth thee to pro- 
tect me as a son. * ” 

Vaisampayana continued. “Thus addressed by Part ha, 
Urva$i was deprived of her senses by wrath. Trembling with 
rage, and contracting her brows, she cursed Arjuna, saying, — 
‘Since thou disregardest a woman come to thy mansion at the 
command of thy father and of her own motion — a woman, 
besides, who is pierced by the shafts of Kama, therefore, O 
Partha, thou shalt have to pass thy time among famales 
unregarded, and as a dancer, and destitute of manhood, and 
scorned as a eunuch/ ” 

Vaisampayana continued. “ Having cursed Arj una thus, 
Urvatj/s lips still quivered in wrath, herself breathing heavily 
all the while. And she soon returned to her own abode. And 
that slayer of foes, Arjuna also sought Chitrasena without 
loss of time. And having found him, he told him all that 
had passed between him and Urva<}i in the night. And he 
told Chitrasena everything as it had happened, repeatedly 
referring to the curse pronounced upon him. And Chitrasena 
also represented everything unto Shakra. And Harivahana, 
calling his son unto himself in private, and consoling him in 
sweet words, smilingly said, ‘O thou best of beings, having ob- 
tained thee, O child, Pritha hath today become a truly blessed 
mother. O mighty-armed one, thou hast now vanquished 
even Rishis by thy patience and self-control. But, O giver of 
proper respect, the curse that Urvacji hath denounced on thee 
will be to thy benefit, O child, and stand thee in good stead. 
O sinless one, ye will have on earth to pass the thirteenth 

19 
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i year (of your exile), unknown to alt It is then that tbon 
sfaalt suffer the curse of Urva9i. And having passed one year 
as a dancer without manhood, thou shalt regain thy power oa 
the expiration of the term/ 

« Thus addressed by Shakra, that slayer of hostile heroes, 
Falguna, experienced great delight and ceased to think of the 
curse. And Dhananjaya the son of Pandu sported in the 
regions of heaven with the Gandharva Chitrasena of great 
celebrity, 

“ The desires of the man that listeneth to this history of 
the son of Pandu never run after lustful ends. The foremost of 
men, by listening to this account of the awfully pure conduct 
of Falguna the son of the lord of the celestials, become void 
of pride and arrogance and wrath and other faults, and ascend* 
ing to heaven, sport there in bliss,” 

Thus ends the forty-sixth Section in the Indralokagamana 
of the Vana Parva, 


Section XLVII 

{Indralokagamana Parva continued .) 

Vaisampayana said. “ One day, the great Rishi Loma^a 
in course of his wanderings, went to the abode of Indra, 
desirous of beholding the lord of the celestials. And the great 
Muni, having approached the chief of the gods, bowed to 
him, respectfully. And he beheld the son of Pandu occupying 
half the seat of VRsava. And worshipped by the great Rishis, 
that foremost of Brahmanas sat on an excellent seat at the 
desire of Shakra. Atid beholding Arjuna seated on Indra’s 
seat, the Rishi began to think as to how Arjuna who was a 
Kshatriya had attained to the seat of Shakra himself. What 
acts of merit had been performed by him and what regions 
conquered by him (by ascetic merit), that he had obtained a 
seat that was worshipped by the gods themselves ? And as 
the Rishi was employed with these thoughts, Shakra, the 
slayer of Vritra, came to know of them. And having known 
them, the lord of Shachi addressed Loma9a with a smile and 
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aaid, ‘Listen, O Brahmarski, about what is bow passing ii 
thy mind! This one is no mortal, though ha hath t a kei 
his birth among men* O great Eishi, the mighty-armed hen 
is even my son bora of Kunti. He hath come hither, in orda 
to acquire weapons for some purpose. Alas ! dost thou, no 
recognise him as an ancient Bishi of the highest merit ? Listei 
to me, O Brahmana, as I tell thee who he is, and whatfbr bt 
hath come to me ! Those ancient and excellent Bishis who wen 
known by the names of Nara and Narayana are, know, C 
BrUhmana, none else than Hrishike<?a and Dhananjaya. Ant 
those Bishis, celebrated throughout the three worlds, and knowi 
by the names of Nara and Narayana have, for the accomplish- 
ment of a certain purpose, been bom on earth — that region foi 
the acquisition of virtue. That sacred asylum which ever 
gods and illustrious Bishis are not competent to behold, anc 
which is known throughout the worlds by the name of Vadari 
and situate by the source of the Ganges which is worshippec 
by the Siddhas and the Charanas, was the abode, O Brahmana 
of Vishnu and Jishnu. Those Bishis of blazing splendom 
have, O Brahmarski , at my desire, been born on earth, anc 
endued with mighty energy, will lighten the burden thereof 
Besides this, there are certain Asuras known as Niv&takava- 
chae, who, proud of the boon they have acquired, are employed 
* doing us injuries. Boastful of their strength, they are 
en now planning the destruction of the gods, for,, having 
/eeived a boon, they no longer regard the gods. Those fierce 
and mighty Danavas live in the nether regions* Even aU 
the celestials together are incapable of fighting with them, 
The blessed Vishnu — the slayer of Madhu— he, indeed, who is 
known on earth as Kapila, and whose glance alone, O exalt- 
ed one, destroyed the illustrious sons of Sagara, when they 
approached him with loud sounds in the bowels of the earth,*— 
that illustrious and invincible H&ri is capable, O Brihmana, 
of doing us a great service. Either he or Partha or both 
may do us that great service, without doubt. Verily ae 
the illustrious Hari had slain the Nagas in the great lake 
he, at sight alone, is capable of slaying those Asuras callec 
the Nivfttakavachas* along with their followers. But the slayer 
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of Madhu should not be urged when the task is insignificant, 
A mighty mass of energy that he is, if it swelleth to increasing 
proportions, it may consume the whole universe* This Arjuna 
also is competent to encounter them all, and the hero having 
slain them in battle, will go back to the world of men. Go 
thou at my request to the earth. Thou wilt behold the brave 
Yudhishthira living in the woods of Kamyaka. And from me 
tell thou the virtuous Yudhishthira of unbaffled prowess in 
battle, that he should not be anxious on account of Falguna, for 
that hero will return to earth a thorough master of weapons, 
for without sanctified prowess of arms, and without skill in 
weapons, he would not be able to encounter Bhishma and Drona 
and others in battle. Thou wilt also represent unto Yudhish- 
thira that the illustrious and mighty-armed Gudakega, having 
obtained weapons, hath also mastered the science of celestial 
dancing and music both instrumental and vocal. And thou 
wilt also tell him, — O king of men, O slayer of foes, thyself 
also, accompanied by all thy brothers, should see^ the various 
sacred shrines. For having bathed in different sacred waters, 
thou wilt be cleansed from thy sins, and the fever of thy heart 
will abate. And then thou wilt be able to enjoy thy kingdom, 
happy in the thought that thy sins have been washed off. — 
Aud, O foremost of Brahmanas, endued with ascetic power, 
it behoveth thee also to protect Yudhishthira during his 
wanderings over the earth. Fierce Rakshasas ever live in 
mountain fastnesses and rugged steppes. Protect thou the 
king from those cannibals/ 

“ After Mahendra had spoken thus unto Loma?a, Vibhatshu 
also reverently addressed that Rishi, saying, ‘Protect thou ever 
the son of Pandu. O best of men, let the king, O great 
Rishi, protected by thee, visit the various places of pilgrimage, 
and give away unto Brahmanas in charity. * ” 

Vaisampayana continued. “The mighty ascetic Loma$a, 
having answered both saying, ‘So be it/ set out for the earth, 
desirous of arriving at Kamyaka. And having arrived at those 
woods, he beheld that slayer of foes and son of Kunti, king 
Yudhishthira the just, surrounded by ascetics and his younger 
brothers, ’* 
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Thus ends the forty-seventh Section in the Indrato k aga m ana 
of the Yana Far va. 


Section XLVIIL 

( Indralokagamana Parva continued .) 

Janamejaya said. “ These feats of Prithas son endued 
•with immeasurable energy, were certainly marvellous. O 
Rrahmana, what did Dhritarashtra of great wisdom say, when 
he heard of them ?” 

Vaisampayana said. “Amvikas son, king Dhritarashtra, 
having heard of Arj ana’s arrival and stay at Indra’s abode, 
from Dwaipayana, that foremost of Rishis, spake unto Sanjaya, 
saying, ‘O charioteer, dost thou know in detail the acts of the 
intelligent Arjuna, of which I have heard from beginning to 
end ? O charioteer, my wretched and sinful son is even now 
engaged in a policy of the most vulgar kind. Of wicked soul, 
he will certainly depopulate the earth. That illustrious person 
whose words even in jest are true, and who hath Dhananjaya 
to fight for him, is sure to win the three worlds. Who that is 
even beyond the influence of Death and Decay will be able to 
stay before Arjuna, when he will scatter his barbed and sharp- 
pointed arrows whetted on stone ? My wretched sons, who have 
to fight with the invincible Pandavas, are, indeed, all doomed. 
Reflecting day and night, I see not the warrior amongst us 
that is able to stay in battle before the wielder of the OaVr 
diva . If Drona, or Karna, or even Bhishma, advance against 
him in battle, a great calamity is likely to befall the earth* 
But even in that case, I see not the way to our success. Kama 
is kind and forgetful. The preceptor Drona is old, and the 
teacher (of Arjuna.) Arjuna, however, is wrathful, and strong, 
and proud, and of firm and steady prowess. As all these 
warriors are invincible, a terrible fight will take place between 
them. All of them are heroes skilled in weapons and of great 
reputation, They would not wish for the sovereignty of fafeo 
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world, if it was to be purchased by defeat. * Indeed, peace 
will be restored only on the death of these or ot Falguiuv 
The slayer of Arjuna, however, existeth not, nor doth one that 
can vanquish him. Oh, how shall that wrath of his which 
hath myself for its object be pacified ! Equal unto the chief 
of the celestials, that hero gratified Agni at Khdndava, f and 
vanquished all the monarchs of the earth on the occasion of 
the great Rdjasuya. O Sanjaya, the thunder-bolt falling on 
the mountain-top, leaveth a portion unconsumed ; but the 
shafts, O child, that are shot by Kiriti J leave not a rack 
behind. As the rays of the sun heat this mobile and immo- 
bile universe, so will the shafts shot by Arjunas hands scorch 
my sons. It seemeth to me that the Chamus $ of the 
Bharatas, terrified at the clatter of Arjuna’s chariot-wheels, 
are already broken through in all directions. Vidhatri hath 
created Arjuna as an all-consuming Destroyer. He stayeth 
in battle as a foe, vomitting and scattering swarms of arrows. 
Who is there that will defeat him V ” 

Thus ends the forty-eighth Section in the Indralokagamana 
Of the Yana Parva, 


Section XLIX. 

(. Indralokagamana Parva continued . ) 

° Sanjaya said. ‘That which hath been uttered by thee, 
© king, with respect to Duryodhana is all true. Nothing 
that thou hast said, O lord of earth, is untrue. The Pandavas 


* A different reading occurs here ; — V&ncchantyaparaj it<%8 for na 
v&necheran pardjitas^ which last we have adopted. If the first reading were 
accepted, the sense would be “ all of them wish for the sovereignty of the 
world undefeated in battle.” This is certainly not so emphatic as the 
other form. 

t By assisting at its conflagration against the whole celestial host. 

J From Kirita> crown. Arjuna was so called from the crown he 
always wore in battle. He received it in gift from Indra, his father. 

• A division of au army. All these terms have been explained in 
. the Adi Paxvat 



VkKA PABYAr 


151 

of immeasurable energy have been filled with wrath at the 
eight of Krishni— their wedded wife of pure fame— brought 
in the midst of the assembly. Hearing also those cruel words 
of Dus^isana and Kama, they have been so incensed, O king, 
that they will not, I ween, forgive ( the Kurus ) on any 
account. * I have heard, O king, how Arjuna hath gratified 
in battle by means of his bow the god of gods — Sthanu of 
eleven forms. The illustrious lord of all the gods — Kaparddin 
himself— desirous of testing Falguna, fought with him, having 
assumed the guise of a Kirdta . And there it was that the 
Lokapdlas, in order to give away their weapons unto that bull 
of the Kuru race, showed themselves unto him of undeteriorat- 
ing prowess. What other man on earth, except Falguna, 
would strive to have a sight of these gods in their own forms ? 
And, O king, who is there that will weaken in battle Aijuna, 
who could not be weakened by Maheswara himself possessed 
of eight forms? Thy sons, having dragged Draupadi, and 
thereby incensed the sons of Pandu, have brought this fright- 
ful and horrifying calamity over themselves. Beholding Dur- 
yodhana showing both his thighs unto Draupadi, Bhima said 
with quivering lips, — Wretch ! those thighs of thine ivill I 
smash with my fierce-descending mace , on the expiration of 
thirteen years . “f* — All the sons of Pandu are the foremost of 
smiters ; all of them are of immeasurable energy ; all of them 
are well versed in every kind of weapons. For these, they 
are incapable of being vanquished even by the gods. Incensed 
at the insult offered to their wedded wife, Pritha’s sons, urged 
by wrath, will, I ween, slay all thy sons in battle/ 

“ Dhritarashtra said. ‘O charioteer, what mischief hath 
been done by Kama uttering those cruel words to the sons of 
Pandu ! Was not the enmity sufficient that was provoked by 
bringing Krishna into the assembly ? How can my wicked 

* Some editions read Jugupsyanti for KsJiamsyanti , which last we take 
to be the true reading. 

t We have left out the word durdyutadevinas> which means “desirous 
of victory by means of unfair gambling,” only to avoid circumlocution in 
Bhima’s threat. 
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isdnslive, whose eldest' brother and preceptor walkethno 
the path of righteousness ? Seeing me void of eye-sij 
and incapable of everting myself actively, my wretched i 
O charioteer, beKeveth me to be a fool, fend Itsteneth not to 
words. Those wretches also that are * hie counsellor*, % 
Kama and Sauvaia and others, always pander to his vi( 
as he is incapable of understanding things rightly. The shs 
that Arjuna of immeasurable prowess may lightly shoot, t 
capable of consuming all my sons, leave alone those shafts tl 
he will shoot, impelled by anger. The arrows urged by t 
might of Aijuna’s arms, and shot from his large * bow, and i 
spired with mantras capable of converting them into celesti 
weapons, can chastise the celestials themselves. He who hal 
for his counsellor and protector and friend that smiter of sinfi 
men — the lord of the three worlds — Hari himself — encounteret 
nothing that he cannot conquer. This, O Sanjaya, is mo? 
marvellous in Arjuna that, as we have heard, he hath bee 
elapsed by Mahadeva in his arms. That also which Falgum 
assisted by Damodara, did of old towards helping Agni ii 
the conflagration of Khandava , hath been witnessed by al 
the world. When, therefore, Bhima and P&rtha * and Vasu 
deva of the Satwata race become enraged, surely my sons 
along with their friends and the Sauvalas are all unequal tc 
fight with them.’ ” 

Thus ends the forty-ninth Section in the Indralokagamana 
cf the Yana Parva. 


Section L. 

( Indraloleagamana Parva continued.) 

Janamejaya said. “ Having sent the heroic sons of Pandu 
into exile, these lamentations, O Muni, of Dhritarash tra were 
perfectly futile. Why did the king permit his foolish son 
Duryodhana to thus incense those mighty warriors, the sons 


* Grammatically, this the name by which every one of the three 
sons of Pritha may be called. This name, however, by way of distinc- 
tion was bestowed on both Arjuna (as here) and Yudhisbthira. 
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of Plndu ? Tell us now, O Br&hmana, what was the food of 
the sons of P&ndu, while they lived in the woods ? Was it .of 
the wilderness, or was it the produce of cultivation ? ” 

Vaisamp&yana said. “ Those bulls among men, collecting 
the produce of the wilderness and killing the deer with pure 
arrows, first didicated a portion of the food to the BrAhmanas, 
and themselves ate the rest. For, O king, while those heroes 
wielding large bows lived in the woods, they were followed by 
Br&hmanas of both classes, viz., those worshipping with fire 
and those worshipping without it. And there were ten 
thousand illustrious Snataka Brahmanas, all conversant with 
the means of salvation, whom Yudhishthira supported in 
the woods. And killing with arrows Rurus* and the 
black deer and other kinds of clean animals of the wilderness, 
he gave them unto those Brahmanas. And no one that lived 
with Yudhishthira looked pale or ill, or was lean or weak, 
or was melancholy or terrified. And the chief of the Kurus 
—the virtuous king Yudhishthira — maintained his brothers 
as if they were his sons, and his relatives, as if they were his 
uterine brothers. And Draupadi of pure fame fed her hus- 
bands and the Brihmanas, as if she was their mother ; and last 
of all took her food herself. And the king himself wending 
towards the east, and Bhima, towards the south, and the twins, 
towards the west and the north, daily killed with bow in hand 
the deer of the forest, for the sake of meat. And it was thus 
that the Pandavas lived for five years in the woods of Kdmyaka, 
in anxiety at the absence of Arjuna, and engaged all the while 
in study and prayers and sacrifices. ” 

Thus ends the fiftieth Section in the Indralokagamana of 
the Yana Parva. 


* A kind of deer. 


9ft 



Section LI. 

(Indralohagamana Parva continued .) 

Vaisampayana said. “That bail among men~Dhrita* 
rishtra — the son of AmvLka, having hoard of this wonderful 
way of li fe— s o above that of men — of the sons of Paadu, was 
filled with anxiety and grief. And overwhelmed with melan* 
choly and sighing heavily and hot, that monarch, addressing 
his charioteer Sanjaya, said, *0 charioteer, a moment’s peace I 
have not> either during the day or the night, thinking of the 
terrible misbehaviour of my sons arising out of their past 
gambling, and thinking also of the heroism, the patience, the 
high intelligence, the unbearable prowess, and the extra* 
ordinary love unto one another, of the sons of Pandu, 
Amongst the P&ndavas, the illustrious Nakuia and Sahadeva, 
of celestial origin and equal unto the chief himself of the 
celestials in splendour, are invincible in battle. They are 
firm in the wielding of weapons, capable of shooting at a 
long distance, resolute in battle, of remarkable lightnesB of 
hand, of wrath that is not easily quelled, possessed of great 
steadiness, and endued with activity. Possessed of the prow* 
ess of lions mid unbearable as the Aswins themselves, when 
they will come to the field of battle with Bhima and Arjuna 
in front, I see, O Sanjaya, that my soldiers will all be slain 
without a remnant. Those mighty warriors of celestial origin, 
unrivalled in battle by anybody, filled with rage at the 
remembrance of that insult to Draupadi, will show no for- 
giveness. The mighty warriors of the Vrishnis also, and the 
Panchalas of great energy, and the sons of Prithfi themselves, 
led by Vasudeva of unbaffled prowess, will blast my legions. 
O charioteer, all the warriors on my side assembled together, are 
not competent to bear the impetus of the Vrishnis alone when 
commanded by Rama and Krishna. And amongst them will 
move that great warrior Bhima of terrible prowess, armed 
with his iron mace held on high and capable of slaying every 
hero. jA.nd high above the din will be heard the twang of 
the Gandivu loud as the thunder of heaven. The impetus of 
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Bhima’s mace and the loud twang of the G&ndiva are i ncap able 
of being stood against by any of the kings on my side. It is 
then, O Saajaya, that obedient as I hare been to the voiqe 
of Duiyodh&na, I shall have to call back the rejected counsels 
of my Abends — counsels that I should have attended to im time/ 
^ San jay a said. ‘This hath been thy great fault, 0 kwg, 
tas., that though capable, thou didst not, from affect£op, 
prevent thy son from doing what he hath done. The slayer q£ 
Madhu, that hero of unfading glory, hearing that the Phndavaa 
had been defeated at dice, soon went to the woods of Kampa- 
la and consoled them there. And Draupadi’s sons also headed 
by Dhrishtadyurana, and Virata, and Dhrishtaketu, and those 
mighty warriors, the Kekayas, all went there. All that was 
said by these warriors at the sight of Pandu’s sons defeated 
at dice, was learnt by me through our spies. I have also 
told thee all, O king. When the slayer of Madhu met the 
Pandavas, they requested him to become the charioteer of Fal- 
guna in battle. Hari himself, thus requested, answered them, 
saying — So be it And even Krishna himself, beholding the 
sons of Pritha dressed in deer skins, became filled with rage, 
and addressing Yudhishthira, said, — That prosperity which, the 
sons of Pritha had acquired at Indraprastha, and which, un- 
obtainable by other kings, was beheld by me at the Ra(ja&wy€$ 
sacrifice, at which, besides, I saw all kings, even those of the 
Vangas and Angas and Paundras and Odras and Chohu and 
Dravidas and Andhakas, and the chiefs of many islands and 
countries on the sea-board as also of frontier states, including 
.the rulers of the Sinhalas, the barbarous mleehehhms, the 
natives of Lanka, and all the kings of the West by hundreds, 
and all the chiefs of the sea-coast, and the kings of the Pahla- 
vaa and the Dar&das and the various tribes of the Kiratas and 
Yavanas and Shakas and the Harahunas and Chinas and 
Tukharas and the Saindhavas and the Jagudas and the Bame- 
thas and the Mundas and the inhabitants of the kingdom of 
women and the Tang&nas and the Kaikeyas and the M&lavaa 
and the inhabitants of Kagmira, afraid of the prowess of your 
weapons, present in obedience to your invitation, perform- 
ing various offices, -yt^hat prosperity, O king, so unstable an^ 
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waiting at present on thy foe, I shall restore to thee, 
depriving thy foe of his very life* I shall, O chief of the Kurus, 
assisted by Rima and Bhima and Arjuna and the twins and 
Akruraand Qada and Sbftmva and Pradymnna and Ahuka 
and the heroic Dhrishtadyumna and the son of Sbi$upfcla» slay 
in battle in course of a day Duryodhana and Kama and 
Dus^hsana and Suvala'a son and all others who may fight 
against us. And thou shalt, O Bh&rata, living at Histinar 
pura along with thy brothers, and snatching from Dhrifca- 
r&shtra's party the prosperity they are enjoying, rule this 
earth. — Even these, 0 king, were Krishna's wends unto 
Yudhishthira, who, on the conclusion of Krishna's speech, 
addressed him in that meeting of heroes and in the hearing 
of all those brave warriors headed by Dhrishtadyumna, saying, 

O Jankrddana, I accept these words of thine as truth. O 

thou of mighty arms, do thou, however, slay my enemies 
along with all their followers on the expiry of thirteen years. 
O Ke$ava, promise this truly unto me. I promised in the 
presence of the king to live in the forest as I am now living.— 
Consenting to these words of king Yudhishthira the just, 
bis counsellers headed by Dhrishtadyumna soon pacified the 
incensed Ke9ava with sweet words and expressions suitable to 
the occasion. And they also said unto Draupadi of pure deeds 
in the hearing of Vasudeva himself, these words : — O lady, 
in consequence of thy anger, Duryodhana shall lay down his 
life. We promise it, O thou of the fairest complexion. There- 
fore, grieve no more. O Krishna, those that mocked thee, 
beholding thee won at dice, shall reap the fruit of their act. 
Beasts of prey * and birds shall eat their flesh, and mock them 
thus. Jackalls and vultures will drink their blood. And, O 
Krishna, thou shalt behold the bodies of those wretches that 
dragged thee by the hair, prostrate on the earth, dragged and 
eaten by carnivorous animals. They also that gave thee pain 
and disregarded thee, shall lie on the earth destitute of their 
heads, and the earth herself shall drink their blood.— These 


# Mrigadvijas ; a different reading is Vrikadvija^ “ wolves and 
|>irds, w 
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uod other speeches of various 'kinds were ottered there, O 
king, ty those bulls of the Bharat* race. Ail of them are 
endued, with energy and bravery, and marked with the mark* 
of battle* On the expiration of the thirteenth year, those 
mighty warriors, chosen by Yudhishthira and headed by Yksu* 
deva, will come (to the field of battle)* R&ma and Krishna 
and Dhaaanjaya and Pradyumna and Shamva and Yuyudh&UW 
and Bhima and the sons of Madri and the Kaikeya princes 
and the Panchala princes, accompanied by the king of 
Matsya, — these all, illustrious and celebrated and invincible 
heroes, with their followers and troops, will come. Who in 
there that, desiring to live, will encounter these in battle, 
resembling angry lions of erect manes V 

“ Dhritarashtra said. ‘What Vidura told me at the time 
of the game at dice, — If thou, seekest, 0 king, to vanquish 
the Pandavas (at dice), then certainly a terrible bloodshed 
ending in the destruction of aU the Kurus will he the result, 
—I think, O charioteer, is about to be realised. As Vkhnra 
told me of old, without doubt a terrible battle will take place, 
as soon as the pledged period of the Pandavas expireth* * ” 
Thus ends the fifty-first Section in the Indralokagamana of 
the Yana Parva* 


Section LII. 

(Nalopdkhydna Parva .) 

Janamejaya said* “ When the high-souled Partita had gone 
to Indra’s region for obtaining weapons, what did Yudhish* 
ihira and the other sons of Pandu do ? ” 

Vaisamp&yana said* “ When the high-souled Pirtha had 
gone to Indra’s region for obtaining weapons, those bulls of the 
Bharata race continued to dwell with Krishna in (the woods of) 
Kdmyaka. One day, those foremost of the Bhiratas, afflicted 
with grief, were seated with Krishna on a clean and solitary 
sward* Grieving for Dhananjaya, overwhelmed with sorrow 
their voicds were choked with weeping. Tortured by Dhanaa 
jaya’s absence, grief afflicted them equally* And filled witl 
sorrow at their separation from Arjuna and at the loss of thd 



158 


MABABVLLBJSJi 


kingdom, the mighty-armed Bhima among them addressed 
Yudhishthira, saying, ‘That bull of the Bharata race, Arjuna, 
O great king, on whom depend the lives of Pindu’s sons, and 
on whose death the P&nch&las as also ourselves with our sons 
and Satyaki and Yasudeva are sure to die, hath gone away 
at thy behest. What can be sadder than this that the vir- 
tuous Vibhatsu hath gone away at thy command, thinking of 
his many griefs ? Depending upon the might of that illus- 
trious hero’s arms, we regard our foes as already vanquished in 
battle, and the whole earth itself as already acquired by us. 
It was for the sake of that mighty warrior that I refrained from 
sending to the other world all the Dhartarashtras along with 
the Sauvalas, in the midst of the assembly. Gifted with 
might of arms, and supported by Yasudeva, we have to sup- 
press the wrath that hath been roused in us, because thou 
art the root of that wrath. Indeed, with Krishna’s help, 
slaying our foes headed by Kama, we are able to rule the 
entire earth (thus) conquered by our own arms. Endued with 
manliness, we are yet overwhelmed with calamities, in conse- 
quence of thy gambling vice, while the foolish sons of Dhrita- 
rashtra are growing stronger with the tributes (gathered from 
dependent kings). O mighty monarch, it behovetb thee to 
keep in view the duties of the Kshatriya. O great king, it 
is not the duty of a Kshatriya to live in the woods. The wise 
are of opinion that to rule is the foremost duty of a Ksha- 
triya. O king, thou art conversant with Kshatriya morality. 
Do not, therefore, deviate from the path of duty. Turning 
away from the woods, let us, summoning Partha and Jankrct 
dana, slay, O king, the sons of Dhritarashtra, even before the 
twelve years are complete. 0 illustrious monarch, O king of 
kings, even if these Dhartarashtras be surrounded by soldiers 
in array of battle, I shall send them to the other world by 
>dint of might alone. I shall slay all the sons of Dhritar&shtra 
along with the Sauvalas, indeed, Duryodhana, and Kama, and 
any one else that will fight with me. And after I shall have 
slain all our foes, thou mayst come back unto the woods. By 
acting thus, O king, no fault will be thine. (Or if any sin 
.be .thine), O repressor of foes, 0 mighty monarch, washing 



YAJtA PABVA. 


159 


4t o® O isirei by various sacrifices, we may ascend a superior 
heaveh, Such a consummation may come to pass, if our king 
proweth not unwise or procrastinating. Thou art, however, 
/irtuou^ Yerily the deceitful should be destroyed by deceit, 
Jo slay the deceitful by deceit, is not regarded as sinful. 
O Bharata, it is also said by those versed in morality fha& 
one day and night is, O great prince, equal unto a full 
year. The Veda text also, O exalted one, is often heard* 
signifying that a year is equivalent to a day when passed in 
the observance of certain difficult vows. O thou of unfading, 
glory, if the Vedas are an authority with thee, regard them 
the period of a day and something more as the equivalent of 
thirteen years. O repressor of foes, this i3 the time to slay 
Duryodhana with his adherents. Else, O king, he will before- 
hand bring the whole earth obedient to his will. O foremost of 
monarchs, all this is the result of thy addiction to gambling. 
We are on the verge of destruction already, in consequence of 
thy promise of living one year undiscovered. I do not find 
the country where, if we live, the wicked-minded Suyodhana 
may not be able to trace us by his spies. And finding us out, 
that wretch will again deceitfully send us into such exile in the 
woods. Or if that sinful one beholdeth us emerge, after the 
expiry of the pledged period of non-discovery, he will again 
invite thee, O great king, to dice, and the play will once more 
• begin. Summoned once more, thou wilt again efface thyself at 
dice. Thou art not skilled at dice, and when summoned at 
play, thou wilt be deprived of thy senses. Therefore, O mighty 
monarch, thou wilt have to lead a life in the woods again. 
If, O mighty king, it behoveth thee not to make us wretched 
for life, observe thou fully the ordinance of the Vedas, (which 
incuicateth that) verily the deceitful ought to be slain by 
deceit. If I but have thy command, I would go (to Hasting 
pura) and, even as fire falling upon a heap of grass consumeth 
it, would slay Duryodhana, putting forth my utmost might. 
It behoveth thee, therefore, to grant me the permission/ ” 
Vaisampiyana continued, “Thus addressed by Bhima, king 
Yudhishthira the just smelt the crown of that son of Pandu, 
and pacifying him said, *0 mighty-armed one, without doubt. 
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thou wilt, assisted by the wielder of the Gt&ndiva , slay Suyo* 
dhan a at the expiry of the thirteenth year. But, O son of PrithA, 
fs for thy assertion — 0 lord, the time ie complete,— I cannot 
dare tell an untruth, for untruth is not in me. O son of 
Kunti, without the help of fraud, wilt thou hill the wicked 
and irrepressible Duryodh&na, with his allies.’ 

" While Yudhishthira the just was speaking unto Bhima 
thus, there came the great and illustrious Rishi Yrihada^wa 
before them. And beholding that virtuous ascetic before him, 
the righteous king worshipped him according to the ordinance, 
with the offering of Madhuparka. * And when the ascetic 
was seated and refreshed, the mighty-armed Yudhishthira sat 
by him, aud looking up at the former, addressed him thuB in 
exceedingly piteous accents : — 

‘O holy one, summoned by cunning gamblers skilled at dice, 
I have been deprived of wealth and kingdom through gambling. 
I am not an adept at dice, and am unacquainted with deceit. 
Binful men, by unfair means, vanquished me at play. They 
even brought into the public assembly my wife dearer unto me 
than life itself. And defeating me a second time, they have se&i 
me to distressful exile in this great forest, clad in deerskins. 
At present I am leading a distressful life in the woods in grief 
of heart. Those harsh and cruel speeches they addressed me 
on the occasion of that gaming match, and the words of my 
afflicted friends relating to the match at dice and other 
subjects, are all stored up in my remembrance. Recollecting 
them I pass the whole night in (sleepless) anxiety. Deprived 
also (of the company) of the illustrious wielder of the Octndiva, 
on whom depend the lives of us all, I am almost deprived 
of life. Oh, when shall I see the sweet-speeched and large* 
hearted Yibhatsu so full of kindness and activity, return to 
us, having obtained all weapons ! Is there a king on this 
earth who is more unfortunate than myself? Hast thou 
ever seen or heard of anysuch before ? To my thinking, there 
is no man more wretched than I am/ ” 


* The usual ingredients are honey, curd, clarified butter, sugar, and 
in & small cup of some metal*. 



NOTICE . 


In presenting the public with the thirteenth part of the 
English translation of the Mahabharata, I would offer a few 
words for their consideration. I undertook the task in which I 
am at present engaged, solely inspired with the desire of plac- 
ing one of the grandest productions of Aryan genius before 
the eyes of all nations. I thought that if I could bring Vyasa 
from the dead Sanskrit into the living English, I should be 
the means of rendering no contemptible service to literature 
and morals and civilisation in general, considering the sur- 
passing worth, and unparalleled excellence of the glorious epic. 

I reflected that if I could by Englishing the Mahabharata 
bring the ocean-like influence of Vyasa to bear upon Western 
literature, that literature would undergo a great change— a re- 
volution, it might be, — and be turned away from its old grooves, 
along which it had been going on for centuries. I was also actu- 
ated by other considerations, which I have already clearly set 
forth in the prospectus attached to the first part of the series. 

It has pained me seriously to notice of late that certain in- 
dividuals impute to me motives which, I can truly say, I have 
never entertained, Self \ I beg most earnestly to assure the 
public, has never entered into my scheme of translating the 
Mahabharata, as it had never done in my former undertakings. 
The man that could suffer considerations of self to mingle with 
spiritual and holy interests priceless to humanity and culture, 
would be guilty of the heinous crime of buying and selU 
ing in the Temple, and deserve the same punishment that 
the Nazarene inflicted upon those that were found in that 
nefarious act. Now, laying my hand upon my bosom, I can 
sincerely say, that such ugly motives have had no share 
whatever in inducing me to take upon my shoulders this 
Colossus of an undertaking. Honesty is transparent, and 
the world has of its own accord given its verdict that I 
mean honestly, and that the end and aim of my exertions 
are purely altruistic, without a grain of selfishness. ^ On 
this head, I would invite the attention of the public to 
the colored sheets appended to the successive parts of the 
English translation. Personages like His Grace the Marquis of 
Hartington, scholars like Professors Max Muller, Jacobi, Barth, 
and Whitney, high officials of Government,— and, finally. 
Government itself, have gladly lent their sympathy and support 
to the sacred cause of literature and morals. 

Overlooking all this, why should individuals be found che- 
rishing hard thoughts of the publisher of the English Maha- 
bharata ? Is it possible that my undertaking clashes with 



( * ) 

projects of their own ? Or is the phenomenon of such oppo- 
sition to be explained by the uncharitable nature of these 
individuals ? When it is the bounden duty of all true sons 
of Bharata to foster the cause on which I am embarked, 
why should they set their face against the movement and be 
busied in persuading people that the Secretary of the Datavya 
Bharata Karyalaya was worshipping Mammon, and not the 
most holy God ? This is really unfortunate and is to . be 
sincerely deprecated. I shall not, however, say, returning 
wrong fot wrong, — Evil be to him who evil .thinks, — but I 
pray to the beneficent Hari that He may in Sis grace bring 
these unfortunate men to a better and healthier tone of mind. 
As for the Datavya Bharat Karyalaya, it has launched on the 
shoreless main, and if it has been fortunate enough in enlist- 
ing on its voyage the help of millions of good men and true, 
it can sustain no very appreciable injury from solitary indivi- 
duals striving to spread an unfavorable impression regarding 
its latest and greatest undertaking. 


Lord Ripon has left the country amid the universal regrets of the 
nation. Never before in the history of British India a British Proconsul 
had been so feted and honored during his departure. It is not for me 
to write a review of His Lordship’s administration, but I wish to add 
my humble voice to the chorus of applause elicited by His Lordship’s 
policy of righteousness. He may have achieved little, but no Viceroy 
before Lord Ripon had ever sought to give effect to the promises of 
Parliament and the Sovereign of the people of India, in a sincerer spirit. 
It is this that has sunk deep into the heai:t of the Indian peoples, and it 
is for this that they regard him almost as a benificent deity sent by 
Heaven to succour a fallen but great nation. 

To the Bharata Karyalaya His Lordship had stood a kind patron. 
His appreciative gift on the occasion of his leaving Calcutta will, no 
doubt, endeir him to the friends and well-wishers of the Institution. 
May His Lordship live long in health and prosperity, continuing to look 
over the interests of India from the Upper house of Parliament or the 
Cabinet, as^he case may be, in the same spirit of kindliness that in- 
spired him throughout the period of his viceroyalty ! 


PROTAP CHANDRA ROY, 

Secretary Dataiya Bharata Karyalaya, 
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w Vrihadagwa said, O great king, 0 son of Pandu, 'ihou 
sayest ,— There is no 'person more miserable than I am . — O 
sinless monarch, if thou wilt listen, I will relate unto t **' 
the history of a king more wretched than thyself.*” x ^ 

VaisampAyana continued, “And thereupon the king said 
unto the ascetic, *0 illustrious one, tell me, I desire to hear 
the history of the king who had fallen into such a condition.* 

“ Vrihadagwa said. *0 king, O thou that never faltaSl off, 
listen attentively with thy brothers ! I will narrate the 
history of a prince more miserable than thyself. There wa* 
a celebrated king among the Nishadhas, named Virasena. 
He had a son named Nala, versed in (the knowledge of) virtue 
and wealth. It hath been heard by us that that king was 
deceitfully defeated by Pushkara, and afflicted with calamity, 
he dwelt in the woods with his spouse. And, O king, while 
he was living in the forest, he bad neither slaves nor cars, 
neither brothers nor friends with him. But thou art sur- 
rounded by thy heroic brothers like unto the celestials, and also 
by foremost regenerate ones like unto Brahma himself. There- 
fore, it behoveth thee not to grieve.* 

“ Yudhishthira said, T am anxious to hear in detail, O 
thou foremost of eloquent men, the history of the illustrious 
Nala. It behoveth thee therefore to relate it unto me/ " 

Thus ends the fifty-second Section in the Nalopakhyana 
of the Vana Parva. 


Section LIII. 

(Nalopakhyana Parva continued .) 

“ Vrihada<jwa said. 1 There was a king named Nala, the son 
of Virasena. And he was strong, and handsome, and well- 
versed in (the knowledge of) horses, and possessed of every 
desirable accomplishment. And he was at the head of att 
the kings, even like the lord of the celestials. And, exalted 
over all, he resembled the sun in glory. And he was the long 
of the Nishadhas, intent on the welfare of the BrAhmaaas, 
versed in the Vedas, and possessed of heroism. And he was 
truth-telling, and fond of dice, and the master of a mighty 
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army.* And he was the beloved of men and women, and of 
great soul and subdued passions. And he was the protector (of 
ailX and the foremost of bowmen, and like unto M&nu him- 
self, And like him, there was among the Vidbarbhas (a king 
named) Bhima, of terrible prowess, heroic, and well-affected 
towards his subjects, and possessed of every virtue. (But with- 
al) he was childless. And with a fixed mind, he tried his 
utmost for obtaining issue. And, O Bharata, there came unto 
him (once)a Brahmarshi named Damana. And, O king of 
kings, desirous of having offspring, Bhima, versed in morality, 
with his queen gratified that illustrious Rishi by a respectful 
reception. And Damana, well-pleased, granted unto the king 
and his consort a boon in the form of a jewel of a daughter, 
and three sens possessed of lofty souls and great fame. (And 
they were called respectively) Dau*ayanti, and Dama and 
Dinta, and the illustrious Damana. And the three sons were 
possessed of every accomplishment and terrible mien and 
fierce prowess. And the slender- waisted Damayanti, in beauty 
and brightness, in good name and grace and luck, became 
celebrated all over the world. And on her attaining to age, 
hundreds of hand-maids, and female slaves, decked in orna- 
ments, waited upon her like Sackif herself. And Bhima's 
daughter of faultless features, decked in every ornament, shone 
in the midst of her hand-madds, like the luminous lightning 
of the clouds. And the large-eyed damsel was possessed of 
great beauty like that of Sree J herself. And neither among 
celestials, nor among Yakshas, nor among men was any body 
possessed of such beauty, seen or heard of before. And the 
beautiful maiden filled with gladness the hearts of even 
the gods. And th*t tiger among men, Nala also had not 
his peer in the (three) worlds ; for in beauty he was like 
Kandarpa9 himself in his embodied form. And moved 

♦ The word in the text is Akshauhini , which means a large force 
consisting of 1,09,350 foot, 65,610 horse, 21,370 chariots, and 27,870 
elephants. 

t The queen of heaven, Indra’s wife. 

\ LaJcshmi . 

$ The god of love. 
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by admiration, (the heralds) again and again celebrated" the 
praises of Nala before Damayanti and those of DauwySttti 
before the ruler of the Nishadhas. And repeatedly hearing 4 t 
each other’s virtues, they conceived an attachment towards 
each other not begot of sight ; and that attachment, O son 06 
Kunti, began to grow in strength. , And then Nala was 
unable to control the love that was in his- bosom. And he 
began to pass much of his time in solitude in the gardens 
adjoining the inner apartments (of his palace). And there he 
saw a number of swans furnished with golden wings, wander- 
ing in those woods. And from among them he caught one 
with his hands. And thereupon the sky-ranging one said 
unto Nala, — Deserve I not to be slain by thee, O king. I 
will do something that is agreeable to thee. O king of the 
Nishadhas, I will spea^ of thee before Damayanti in such a 
way that she will not ever desire to have any other person 
(for her lord). — Thus addressed, the king liberated that swan. 
And those swans then rose on their wings and went to the 
country of the Vidharbhas. And on arriving at the city of 
the Vidharbhafe, the birds alighted before Damayanti, who be- 
held them all And Damayanti in the midst of her mends, 
beholding those birds of extraordinary appearance, was filled 
with delight, and strove without loss of time to catch those 
coursers of the skies. And the swans at this, before that 
bevy of beauties, fled in all directions. And those maidens 
there pursued the birds, each (running) after one. And the 
swan after which Damayanti ran, having led her to a secluded 
spot, addressed her in? human speech, saying, — O Damayanti^ 
there is a king amongst the Nishadhas named Nfela, He 
is equal unto the Aswins in beauty, not having hia peer 
among men. Indeed, in comeliness, he is like unto Kandufm 
himself in his embodied form. O fair-complexioned one,. & 
thou of slender waist, if thou becomest his wife, tbjr eJuftfc-* 
ence and this thy beauty may be of purpose. We have, 
indeed, beheld celestials, and Gandharvas, and Nagas, and 
Rakshasas, and men, but never saw we before my one Uke 
Nala. Thou also art a jewel among thy sex, as N<da is ?the 
prime among men. The union of the best with? the best 



is happy.— -Thus addressed by the swan, Damayanti, 0 
monarch, replied unto him there, saying, — Do thou speak 
thus unto Nala also. — Saying, So be it — to the daughter of 
Vidharbha, the oviparous one, O king, returned to the countiy 
of the Nishadh&s, and related everything unto Nala»’ ” 

Thus ends the fifty- third Section in the Nalopakhyana 
of the Yana Parva. 


Section LIV. 

( Nalopakhyana Pavva continued. ) 

“ Vrihada^wa said. ‘O Bh&rata, hearing those words of 
the swan, Damayanti thenceforth lost all peace of mind on 
account of Nala. And heaving frequqpt sighs, she was filled 
with anxiety, and became melancholy and pale-faced and lean. 
And with her heart possessed by the god of love, she soon 
lost color, and with her upturned gaze and moods of abstrac- 
tion, looked like one demented. And she lost all inclination 
for beds and seats and objects of enjoyment. And she ceased 
to lie down by day or night, always weeping with exclama- 
tions of Oh ! and Alas L And beholding her uneasy and 
fallen into that condition, her hand-maids represented, O 
king, the matter of her illness unto the ruler of Vidharbha by 
indirect hints. And king Bhima, hearing of this from the 
hand-maids of Damayanti, regarded the affair of his daughter 
to be serious. And he asked himself, — Why is it that my 
daughter seemeth to be so ill now ? — And the king, reflecting 
by himself that his daughter had attained to puberty, conclud- 
ed that Damayanti's Swayamvara should take place. And the 
monarch, O exalted one, (invited) all the rulers of the earth, 
Baying , — Ye heroes , Know that Damayanti's Swayamvara 
is at hand l And all the kings, hearing of Damayanti's 
Swayamvara came unto Bhima, agreeably to his message, 
filling the earth with the clatter of their cars, the roar of 
their elephants, and the neighing of their horses, and accom- 
panied with their fine-looking battalions decked in ornaments 
and graceful garlands. And the mighty-armed Bhima paid 
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due reverence unto those illustrious monarchs. And duly 
honored by him, they took up their quarters there. 

“ ‘And at this juncture, those foremost of celestial Bishis, 
possessed of great splendour, of great wisdom and great vows 
—namely, NArada and Parvata, — having arrived in course of 
their wanderings at the regions of Indra, entered the mansion 
of the lord of the immortals, receiving proper worship. And 
Maghavat, having worshipped them reverentially, inquired after 
their undisturbed peace and welfare as regards all respects. 
And Narada said, — O lord, O divine one, peace attendeth 
us in everyfrespect. And, O Maghavat, peace attendeth also, 
O exalted one, the kings of the whole world. — * 

“Vrihadacjwa continued, ‘Hearing the words of Narada, 
the slayer of Vala and Yritra said, — Those righteous rulers of 
earth who fight renouncing all desire of life, and who meet 
death when their time is come by means of weapons, without 
flying from the field, — theirs is this region, everlasting unto 
them and granting all desires, even as it is to me. Where be 
those Kshatriya heroes ? I do not see those kings approach 
(now) who are my favorite guests. — Thus addressed by Sakra, 
Narada replied, — Listen, O Maghavat, why thou seest not 
the kings (now) ! The ruler of the Yidharbhas hath a daughter 
— the celebrated Damayanti. In beauty she transeendeth all the 
women of the earth. Her Swayamvara , O Shakra, will take 
place shortly. Thither are going all the kings and princes from 
all directions. And all the lords of earth desire to have that 
pearl of the earth,— desire to have her eagerly, O slayer of Vala 
and Yritra. — And while they were talking thus, those foremost 
of the immortals, the Lokapdlas with Agni among them, ap* 
peared before the lord of the celestials. And all of them 
heard the words of Narada fraught with grav^Mtoort. And 
as soon as they heard them, they exclaimed flP^ture,**-*!?’. 
also will go there . — And, O mighty monarch, accompanied by 
their attendants and mounted on their (respective) vehicle^ 
they set out for the country of the Vidharvas, whither 
(had gone) all the kings. And, O son of Kunti, the high- 
souled king Nala also, hearing of that concourse of kings, set 
out with a cheerful heart, full of Damayanti’s love. And 
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came to pass) that the gods saw Nala on the way treading on 
the earth. And his form owing to its beauty was like that 
of the god of love himself. And beholding him resplendent as 
the sun, the Lolcapalas were filled with astonishment at his 
wealth of beauty, and abandoned their intention. And, O king, 
leaving their cars in the sky, the dwellers of heaven alighted 
from the welkin, and spake unto the ruler of the Nishadhas, 
saying,— O foremost of monarchs ruling the Nishadhas, O 
Nala., thou art devoted to truth. Do thou help us. O best 
of men, be thou our messenger. — ’ ” 

Thus ends the fifty-fourth Section in the Nalopakhyana. 
of the Yana Parva. 


Section LV. 

(Nalopdhhyana Parva continued,) 

"Vrihada^wa continued. — ‘O Bharata, Nala pledged his 
word to the celestials, saying, — I ivill do it — And then 
approaching these, he asked with folded hands, — Who are ye ? 
And who also is he that desireth me to be his messenger? And 
what, further, shall I have to do for you ? O tell mo truly! — 
When the king of the Nishadhas had spoken thus, Maghavat 
replied, saying, — Know us as the immortals come hither for 
Damayanti’s sake. I am Indra, this one is Agni, this, the 
lord of waters, and this, O king, is even Yama the destroyer 
of the bodies of men. Do thou inform Damayanti of our 
arrival, saying, — The guardians of the world, (consisting of) the 
great Indra and the others, are coming to the assembly, 
desirous of beholding (the Sway am vara). The gods— Sakra 
and Agni and Varuna and Yama desire co obtain thee. Do 
thou, thegdtaa choose one of them for thy lord. — Thus 
addressed ^(Pfeakra, Nala said with joined hands, — I have 
come here with the self-same object. It behoveth you not to 
send me (on this errand). How can a person who is himself 
under the influence of love bring himself to speak thus untc 
a lady on behalf of others ? Therefore, spare me, ye gods l — 
The gods, however, said, — O ruler of the Nishadhas, having 
promised first, saying, — J mil, — why wilt thou not act accord- 
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iogly now ? O ruler of the Nishadhas, tell us this wither# 
delay.—' 

“ Vrihadagwa continued. "Thus addressed by those cele* 
tials, the ruler of Nishadha spake again, saying, — Those 
mansions are well-guarded. How can I hope te enter them ?— 
Indra replied, — Thou shalt be able to enter. — And, saying* 
So be it, — Nala thereupon went to the palace of Damayanti* 
And having arrived there, he beheld the daughter of the king 
of Vidharbha, surrounded by her hand-maids, blazing in beauty, 
and excelling in symmetry of form, of limbs exceedingly deli* 
cate, of slender waist and fair eyes. And she seemed to re- 
buke the light of the moon by her own splendour. And ato 
he gazed on that lady of sweet smiles, Nala’s love increased, 
but desirous of keeping his truth, he suppressed his passion* 
And at the sight of Naishadha, overpowered by his efful- 
gence, those first of women sprang up from their seats in 
amazement. And filled with wonder (at his sight), they 
praised Nala in gladness of heart. And without saying any- 
thing, they mentally paid him homage : Oh, what beauty ! 
Oh, what comeliness ! Oh, ivhat gentleness belongeth to tide 
high-souled one ! Who is he 1 Is he some god or Yaksha or 
Gandharva ? And those foremost of women, confounded by 
N ala’s splendour, and from bashfulness, could not accost him 
at all in speech. And Damayanti, although herself struck 
with amazement, smilingly addressed the warlike Nala, who 
also gently smiled at her, saying, — What art thou, O thou 
of faultless features, that hast come here awakening my love ? 
O sinless one, O hero of celestial form, I am anxious to 
know who thou art that hast come hither. And why hast thou 
come hither ? And how is it that thou hast not been dia-' 
covered by any one, considering that my apartments are well- 
guarded and the king’s mandates are stem. — Thus addressed 
by the daughter of the king of the Vidharvas, Nala replied,—* 
O beauteous lady, know that my name is Nala. I come here 
as the messenger of the gods. The celestials — Sakra, Agni, 
Varuna, and Tama, desire to have thee. O beautiful lady, 
do thou choose one of them for thy lord. It is through their 
power that I have entered here unperceiYed, and it is for thin 
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reason that none saw me. on my way or obstructed my entrance* 
O gentle one, I have been sent by the foremost of the celes* 
tials even for this object. Hearing this, O fortunate one, do 
what thou pleasest. ; — * ” 

Thus ends the fifty-fifth Section in the Nalopakhy&na of 
the Yana Parva. 


Section LVI. 

(Nalopdlchydna Parva continued .) 

“ Vrihada^wa said. ‘Damayanti, having bowed down unto 
the gods, thus addressed Nala with a smile, — O king, love me 
with proper regard, and command me what I shall do for thee. 
Myself and what else of wealth is mine, are thine. Grant 
me, O exalted one, thy love in full trust. O king, the 
language of the swans is burning me. It is for thy sake, 
O hero, that I have caused the kings to meet. O giver of 
proper honor, if thou forsake me who adore thee, for thy 
sake will I resort to poison, or fire, or water, or the rope.— 
Thus addressed by the daughter of the king of the Vidharbhas, 
Nala answered her, saying, — With the Lolcapdlas present, 
choosest thou a man ? Do thou turn thy heart to those high- 
souled lords, the creators of the worlds, unto the dust of 
whose feet I am not equal. Displeasing the gods, a mortal 
cometh by death. Save me, O thou of faultless limbs! 
Choose thou the all-excelling celestials. By accepting the 
gods, do thou enjoy spotless robes, and celestial garlands of 
variagated hues, and excellent ornaments. What woman 
would not choose as her lord Hut&9a — the chief of the celes- 
tials, who compressing the earth swalloweth it? What 
woman would not choose him as her lord the dread of whose 
mace induceth all creatures to tread the path of virtue ? And 
what woman would not choose as her lord the virtuous and 
high-souled Mahendra, the lord of the celestials, the chastiser 
of Daityas and D&navas ? Or if thou couldst choose in thy 
heart Yaruna amongst the Lohapdlas , do so unhesitatingly. 
O accept this friendly advice l — Thus addressed by Naishadha, 
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thus unto Nala, — O lord of earth, bowing to all the gods, I 
choose thee for my lord. Truly do I tell thee this. — The 
king, who had come as the messenger of the gods, replied 
unto the trembling Damayanti standing with folded hands* — O 
amiable one; do as thou pleasest. Having given my pledge* 
O blessed one, unto the gods in especial, how can I, having 
come on others* mission, dare seek my own interest £ If 
seeking my own interest consist with virtue, I will seek 
it, and do thou also, O beauteous one, act accordingly. — Then 
Damayanti of luminous smiles slowly spake unto king Nala* 
in words choked with tears,— O lord of men, I see a blameless 
way, by which no sin whatever will attach unto thee. O king* 
do thou, O foremost of men, come to the Swayamvara in com- 
pany with all the gods headed by Indra. There, O monarch, in 
the presence of the Lohapalas will I, O tiger among men, 
choose thee, — at which no blame will be thine. — Thus ad- 
dressed, O monarch, by the daughter of Vidharva, king Nala 
returned to where the gods were staying together. And 
beholding him approach, those great gods, the Lohapalas , 
eagerly asked him about all that had happened, saying,— 
Hast thou, O king, seen Damayanti of sweet smiles ? What 
hath she said unto us all ? O sinless monarch, tell us every- 
thing. — Nala answered, — Commanded by you, I entered Dama- 
yanti*s palace furnished with lofty portals guarded by veteran 
.warders bearing wands. And as I entered, no one perceived 
me, by virtue of your power, except the princess. And I 
saw her hand-maids, and they also saw me. And, O exalted 
of celestials, seeing me, they were filled with wonder. And 
as I spake unto her of you, the fair- faced maiden, her will 
fixed on me, * O ye best of the gods, chose me (for her spouse)* 
And the maiden said, — Let the gods, 0 tiger among men M 
come with thee to the Sivayamvara. I will, in their presence % 
choose thee. At this , 0 thou of mighty arms , no blame will 
attach to thee . — This is all, ye gods, that took place, as I have 


* The word in the text is Qatasanlcalp(L=^\\\ fixed (on me). The 
Bev. H. H. Mil man renders it “ bereft of reason ”, evidently a mistake in, 
such a connection, 
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said. Finally, everything rests with you, ye foremost of odea* 
tials.’ — " 

Thus ends the fifty-sixth Section in the Nalopikhykna of 
tiie Yana Parva. 


Section LYIL 

(XTalopakkySna Parva continued.) 

“ Yrihada^wa continued. ‘Then at the sacred hour of the 
holy lunar day of the auspicious season, king Bhima summoned 
the kings to the Swayamvara. And hearing of it, all the lords 
•f earth smit with love, speedily came thither, desirous of 
{possessing) Damayanti. And the monarchs entered the 
amphitheatre decorated with golden pillars and a lofty portal 
arch, like mighty lions entering the mountain wikis. And 
these lords of earth decked with fragrant garlands and polish* 
ed ear-rings hung with jewels, seated themselves on their 
several seats. And that sacred assembly of kings, graced by 
those tigers among men, resembled the Bhogavati* swarming 
with the Nagas, or a mountain cavern with tigers. And 
their arms were robust, and resembling iron maces, and well- 
shaped, and graceful, and looking like five-headed snakes. And 
graced with beautiful locks and fine noses and eyes and brows, 
the countenances of the kings shone like stars in the firma* 
-naent. And (when the time came), Damayanti of beauteous 
face, stealing the eyes and hearts of the princes by her 
dazzling light, entered the hall. And the glances of those 
illustrious kings were rivitted to those parts of her person 
where they had chanced to fall first, without moving at all. 
And when, O Bharata, the names of the monarchs were 
proclaimed, the daughter of Bhima saw five persons all alike 
in appearance. And beholding them seated there, without 
difference of any kind in form, doubt filled her mind, and she 
could not ascertain which of them was king N&la. And 
at whomsoever (among them) she looked, she regarded to 
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Be the king of the Nishadhas, And filled with anxiety, the 
beauteous one thought within herself,— Oh, how shall I dilft 
tinguish the celestials, and how discern the royal Nala 1— And 
thinking thus, the daughter of Vidharbha became filled yrit|i 
grief. And, O Bhirata, recollecting the marks belonging to the 
celestials, of which she had heard, she thought, — Those attri- 
butes of the celestials, of which I have beard from the aged, do 
not pertain to any of these deities present here upon’ earth. — 
And revolving the matter long in her mind, and reflecting 
upon it repeatedly, she decided upon seeking the protection of 
the gods themselves. And bowing down unto them with mind 
and speech, with folded hands she addressed them trembling,—* 
Since I heard the speech of the swans, I chose the king of 
the Nishadhas as my lord. For the sake of truth, O, let 
the gods reveal him to me. And as in thought or word I 
have never swerved from him, O, let the gods, for the sake 
of that truth, reveal him to me. And as the gods themselves 
have destined the ruler of the Nishadhas to he my lord, O, let 
them, for the sake of that truth, reveal him to me. And as it is 
for paying homage unto Nala that I have adopted this vow, for 
the sake of that truth, O, let the gods reveal him unto me. O, 
let the exalted guardians of the worlds assume their own 
proper forms, so that I may know the righteous king.-* 
Hearing these piteous words of Damayanti, and ascertaining 
her fixed resolve, and fervent love for the king of the Nishadh- 
as, the purity of her heart and her inclination and regard and 
affection for Nala, the gods did as they had been adjured, and 
assumed their respective attributes as best they could. And 
thereupon she beheld the celestials unmoistened with perspira- 
tion, with winkless eyes, and unfading garlands, unstained 
with dust, and staying without touching the ground. And 
Naishadha stood revealed by his shadow, his fading garlands, 
himself stained with dust and sweat, resting on the ground 
with w mkeom e eyes. And, O Bh&rata, discerning the gods 
and the virtuous Nala, the daughter of Bhima chose Naishadha 
according to her troth. And the large-eyed damsel then bash- 
fully caught the hem of his garment and placed ipund his neck 
a floral wreath of exceeding grace, And when that feirj 
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complexioned maiden had thus chosen Nala far her husband 
the kings suddenly broke out into exclamations of Oh ! and 
Alas l And, O Bh&rata, the gods and the great Hishis in 
wonder cried— Excellent ! Excellent !, applauding the king the 
while. And, O Kauravya, the royal son of Virasena, with heart 
filled with gladness, comforted the beauteous Damayanti, say- 
ing, — Since thou, O blessed one, hast chosen a mortal in the 
presence of the celestials, know me for a husband ever obe- 
dient to thy command. And, O thou of sweet smiles, truly 
do I tell thee this that as long as life continueth in this body 
of mine, I will remain thine and thine alone. — Damayanti 
also, with folded hands, paid homage unto Nala in words 
of like import. And the happy pair beholding Agni and 
the other gods, mentally sought their protection. And 
after the daughter of Bhima had chosen Naishadha as her 
husband, the Lokapdlas of exceeding effulgence, with pleased 
hearts, bestowed on Nala eight boons. And Sakra, the lord 
of Sachi, bestowed on Nala the boon that he should be 
able to behold his godship in sacrifices and that he should 
attain to blessed regions thereafter. And Huta$ana bestowed 
on him the boon of his own presence whenever Naishadha 
wished, and regions also bright as himself. And Yama granted 
him subtle taste in food as well as pre-eminence in virtue. 
And the lord of waters granted Nala his own presence when- 
ever he desired, and also garlands of celestial fragrance. And 
thus each of them bestowed upon him a couple of boons. 
And having betowed these the gods went to heaven. And 
the kings also, having witnessed with wonder Damayanti’s 
selection of Nala, returned delighted whence they came. 
And on the departure of those mighty monarchs, the high- 
souied Bhima, well-pleased, celebrated the wedding of Nala 
and Damayanti. And having stayed there for a time ac- 
cording to his desire, Naishadha — that best of men — returned 
to his own city with the permission of Bhima, And having 
attained that pearl of m woman, the virtuous king, O monarch, 
began to pass his days in joy, like the slayer of Vala and 
Vritra in the company of Sachi And resembling the sun 
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righteously, and gave them great satisfaction. And like note 
Yayati the son of Nahusha, that intelligent monarch celebrated 
the horse sacrifice and many other sacrifices with abundant 
gifts to Brahmanas. And like unto a very god, Nala sported 
with Damayanti in romantic woods and groves. And the high* 
minded king begat upon Damayanti a son named Indrasena, 
and a daughter named Indrasena. And celebrating sacrifice, 
and sporting (with Damayanti) thus, the king ruled the earth 
abounding in wealth.’ ” 

Thus ends the fifty- seventh Section in the Nalopakhyan* 
of the Yana Parva. 


Section LVIII. 

( Nalopakhyana Parva continued .) 

“Vrihadacjwa said, ‘When the blazing guardians of the 
worlds were returning after the daughter of Bhima had chosen 
Naishadha, on their way they met Dwapara with Kali approach- 
ing towards them. And seeing Kali, Sakra the slayer of 
Vala and Vritra, said, — O Kali, say, whither art thou going 
with Dwapara ? — And thereupon Kali replied unto Sakra,— 
Going to Damayanti’s Swayamvara, will I obtain her (for 
my wife), as my heart is fixed upon that damsel. — Hearing 
this, Indra said with a smile,* — That Swayamvara is already 
ended. In our sight she hath chosen Nala for her husband.—* 
Thus answered by Sakra, Kali, that vilest of the celestials, 
filled with wrath, addressing all those gods spake, — Since in 
the presence of the celestials she hath chosen a mortal for 
her lord, it is meet that she should undergo a heavy doom !— 
Upon hearing these words of Kali, the celestials answered,—* 
It is with our sanction that Damayanti hath chosex^Nala. 
What damsel is there that would not choose king Nala 
endued with every virtue ? Well- versed in all duties, always 
conducting himself with rectitude, he hath studied the four 
Vedas together with the Pur&nas thatfare regarded as the fifth. 
Leading a life of harmlessness unto all creatures, he is 
truth-telling, and firm in his vows, and in his house the 
gods are ever gratified t>y sacrifices held according to. tha 



ordinance* In that tiger among men — that king resembfihgr 
m Lokapdlo , — is truth, and forbearance, and knowledge, and 
asceticism, and parity, and self-control, and perfect tran~ 
quality of soul* O Kali, the fool that wishcth to curse 
Nala bearing such a character, curseth himself, and destroyeth 
himself by bis own act* And, O Kali, he that seeketh to 
curse Nala crowned with such virtues, srnketh into the wide 
bottomless pit of hell rife with torments; — Having said this to 
Kali and DwSpara, the gods went to heaven* And when the 
gods had gone away, Kali said unto Dwapara, — I am ill able, 
O Dwapara, to suppress my anger. I shall possess Nala, deprive 
him of his kingdom, and he shall no more sport with Bhima’s 
daughter. Entering the dice it behoveth thee to help me.—' ’* 
Thus ends the fifty-eighth Section in the Nalopakhyana of 
the Yana Parva. 


Section LIX. 

(NaUrpdhhyana Parva continued l) 

u Vrihada^wa said. ‘Having made this compact with Dw5- 
para, Kali came to the place where the king of the Nisha- 
dhas was. And always watching for a hole, he continued to 
dwell in the country of the Nishadhas for a long time. And 
it was in the twelfth year that Kali saw a hole. For one day, 
after answering a call of nature, Naishadha touching water 
e&id his twilight prayers, without having previously washed 
his feet. And it was through this (omission) that Kali 
entered his person. And having possessed Nala, he appeared 
before Pushkara, and addressed him, saying, — Come and play 
at dice with Nala. Through my assistance thou wilt surely 
win at the play. And defeating king Nala and acquiring his 
kingdom, do thou rule the Nishadhas. — Thus exhorted by 
Kali, Pushkara went to Nala. And Dwkpara also approached 
Pushkara, becoming the principal die called Vriaha* * And 

* Host editions read, * Kali also, becoming ” &c. The true reading, 
however, most be 44 Dwipar* also, becoming” &c., as otherwise the 
compact between Kali and Dwapara would remain unfulfilled. 
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^ppeari «% ue*oi& the warlike Nala, that slayer of hostile 
heroes, Pushkara, repeatedly said, — Let us play together with 
dice. — Thus challenged in the presence of Damayanti, the 
lofty-minded king could not long decline it. And he aeeoxd* 
ingly. fixed the time for the play. And possessed bjrKaH; 
Nala began to lose, in the game, his stakes in gold, and silver, 
and cars with the teams thereof, and robes. And maddened 
at dice, no one amongst his friends could succeed in dissuading 
that repressor of foes from the play that went on. And there* 
upon, O Bharata, the citizens in a body, with the chief conn* 
cillors, came thither to behold the distressed monarch and make 
him desist. And the charioteer coming to Damayanti spake 
to her of this, saying, — O lady, the citizens and officers of 
the state wait at the gate. Do thou inform the king of the 
Nishadhas that the citizens have come here, unable to bear the 
calamity that hath befallen their king conversant with virtue 
and wealth. — Thereupon Bhima’s daughter, overwhelmed with 
grief and almost deprived of reason by it, spake unto Nala 
in choked accents, — O king, the citizens with the councillors 
of 3tate, urged by loyalty, stay at the gate desirous of behold- 
ing thee. It hehoveth thee to grant them an interview. — But 
ie king, possessed by Kali, uttered not a word in reply unto 
his queen of graceful glances, uttering thus her lamentations. 
And at this, those councillors of state as also the citizens, 
afflicted with grief and shame, returned to their homes, say- 
ing, — He liveth not. And, O Yudhishthira, it was thus that 
Nala and Pushkara gambled together for many months, the 
virtuous Nala being always worsted/ ” 

Thus ends the fifty-ninth Section in the Nalop&khy&na of 
the Vana Parva, 


Section LX. 

(NalopdJchydna Paw a continued .) 

“ Vrihada$wa said, ( Bhima’s daughter, the cod-headed 
Damayanti, seeing the righteous king maddened and deprived 
of his senses at dice, was filled, O king, with alarm and grief. 
And she thought the affair to be a serious one with the kwg. 
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And apprehensive of the calamity that threatened Nala, ye® 
seeking his welfare and at last understanding that her lord had 
lost everything. she said unto her nurse and maid-servant Vrihat* 
sena of high fame, intent upon her good, dexterous in all 
duties, faithful and sweet-speeehed, these words,— O Vrihat- 
sena, go thou and summon the councillors in the name of 
Nala, and tell them also what of wealth and other things 
hath been lost and what remaineth, — The councillors then, 
hearing of Nala’s summons, said, — This is fortunate for us !*— 
and approached the king. And when the subjects in a body 
had ( thus ) come a second time, the daughter of Bhima 
informed Nala of it. But the king regarded her not. Find- 
ing her husband disregarding her words, Damayanti, filled 
with shame, returned to her apartments. And hearing that 
the dice were uniformly unfavorable to the virtuous Nala, 
and that he had lost everything, she again spake unto her 
nurse, saying, — O Vrihatsena, go thou again in Nala’s name 
to bring hither, O blessed one, the charioteer Varshneya. 
The matter at hand is very serious.-f- — And Vrihatsena, hearing 
those words of Damayanti, caused Varshneya to be summoned 
by trusty servants. And the blameless daughter of Bhima, 
acquainted with conduct suitable to time and place, address- 
ing soft words, said according to the occasion, — Thou knowest 
how the king hath always behaved towards thee. He is now 
in difficulty, and it behoveth thee to assist him. The more 
the king loseth to Pushkara, the greater becometh his ardour 
for the play. And as the dice fall obedient to Pushkara, it is 
seen that they are adverse to Nala in the matter of the play. 
And absorbed in the play, he heedeth not the words of his 
fiiends and relatives, nor even those of mine. I do not think, 
however, that in this the high-souled Naishadha is to blame. 


* Api no bhdgadheyam — “this is lucky or fortunate for us,” as rendered 
here. I do not know from what text the Rev. H. H. Milman translates. 
His rendering — “ our own fate is now in peril ” is certainly an error, 
unless, of course, his text is different. 

t The text is Mahat kdryamupasthUam . Milman renders it “ great 
the deed must now be done, ” This is evidently a mistake. 
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inasmuch as the king regardeth not my words, being absorbed 
iu play. O charioteer, I seek thy protection. Do my behest* 
My mind misgiveth me. The king may come to grief; Yok- 
ing Nala's favorite horses endued with the fleetness of the 
mind, do thou take these twins (my son and daughter) on the 
car, and hie thou to Kundina. Leaving the children there 
with my kindred, as also the car and the horses, either stay 
thou there, or go to any other place as it listeth thee. — Var* 
shneya the charioteer of Nala then reported in detail these 
words of Damayanti unto the chief officers of the king. And 
having settled (the matter) in consultation with them*, and 
obtaining their assent, O mighty monarch, the charioteer start- 
ed for Vidharbha, taking the children on that car. And leaving 
there the boy Indrasena and the girl Indrasena, as also that 
best of cars and those steeds, the charioteer, with a sad heart 
grieving for Nala, bade farewell unto Bhima. And wandering 
for some time, he arrived at the city of Ayodhya. And there 
he appeared with a sorrowful heart before king Ritupamai 
and entered the service of that monarch as charioteer/ ” 

Thus ends the sixtieth Section in the Nalopakhyana of 
the Yana Parva. 


Section LXI. 

(Kalopalchyana Parva continued .) 

“ Yrihada<jwa said. ‘After Var shneya had gone away, 
Puskhara won from the righteous Nala the latter’s kingdom 
and what else of wealth he had. And unto Nala, O king, 
who had lost his kingdom, Pushkara laughingly said,— Let the 
play go on. But what stake hast thou now? Damayanti 
only remain eth ; all else of thine hath been won by me. Well, 
if thou likest, that Damayanti be our stake now. — Hearing 
these words of Pushkara the virtuous king felt as if his heart 
would burst in rage, but he spake not a word. And gazing 
at Pushkara in anguish, king Nala of great fame took all the 
ornaments off every part of his body. And attired in m 
single piece of cloth, his body uncovered, renouncing all hia 
.wealth, and enhancing the grief of friend? the king set 
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cut. And Damayanti, clad in om piece of cloth, followed him 
behind as he was leaving the city. And coming to the outskirts 
of the city, Nala stayed there for three nights with bis wife. 
But Pushkara, O king, proclaimed through the city that he 
that should showun^ attention to Nala , would be doomed to 
death. And on account of these words of Pushkara, and knowing 
his malice towards Nala, the citizens, O Yudhisthira, no longer 
showed him hospitable regards. And unregarded though 
deserving of hospitable regards, Nala passed three nights in 
the outskirts of the city, living on water alone. And afflicted 
with hunger, the king went away in search of fruits and roots, 
Damayanti following him behind. And in agony of famine, 
after many days, Nala saw some birds with plumage of golden 
hue. And thereupon the mighty lord of the Nishadhas 
thought within himself. — These will be my bauquet today 
and also my wealth. — And then he covered them with his 
wearing cloth, — when bearing up that garment of his, the 
birds rose up to the sky. And beholding Nala nude, and 
melancholy, and standing with face towards the ground, those 
raingem.of the sky addressed him, saying, — O thou of small 
sense, we are even those dice. We had come hither wishing 
to take away thy cloth, for it pleased us not that thou 
ehouldst depart even with thy doth on. — And finding him* 
eelf deprived of his attire, and knowing also that the dice 
were departing (with it), the virtuous Nala, O king, thus 
epake unto Bamayanti, — O faultless one, they through whose 
anger I have been despoiled of my kingdom, they through 
whose influence, distressed and afflicted with hunger, I am 
unable to procure sustenance, they for whom the Nishadhas 
offered me not any hospitality, they, O timid one, are carrying 
off my doth, assuming the form of birds. Fallen into this 
dire disaster, I am afflicted with grief and deprived of my 
senses. I am thy lord, — do thou, therefore, listen to the words 
I apeak for thy good. These many roads lead to the southern 
country, passing by (the city of) Avanti and the Bikehavat 
mountains. This is that mighty mountain called Vindhya, 
yon, the river Payoshui running seawards, and yonder are the 
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foots. This road leadetfc to the country of the Vidharbhas— 
and that, to the country of the Kog&las, Beyond these roads 
to the south is the southern country. — Addressing Bhima'e 
daughter, O Bbfcrata, the distressed king Nah* spake those 
words unto Damayanti over and ever again. Thereupon 
afflicted with grief, in voice choked with tears, Damayanti 
spake unto Naishadha these piteous words, — O king, thinking 
of thy purpose, my heart trembieth, and all my limbs become 
faint. How can 1 go*, leaving thee in the lone woods, despoiled 
of thy kingdom and deprived of thy wealth, thyself without a 
garment on, and worn with hunger and toil ? When in 
the deep woods, fatigued and afflicted with hunger, thou 
thinkest of thy former bliss, I will, O great monarch, soothe 
thy weariness. In every sorrow there is no physic equal unto 
the wife, say the physicians. It is the troth, O Nala, that 
I speak unto thee. — Hearing those words of his queen, Nala 
replied,— O slender- wais ted Damayanti, it is even as thou 
bast said. To a man in distress) there is no friend or medicine 
that is equal unto a wife. But I do not seek to renounce 
thee, — wherefore, O timid one, dost thou dread this ? O 
faultless one, I cam forsake myself, but thee I cannot forsake. — 
Damayanti then said, — If then dost not, O mighty king, 
intend to forsake me, why then dost thou point out to me the 
way to the country of the Vidharbhas ? I Know, O king, 
that thou wouldst not desert me. But, O lord of earth, 
considering that thy mind is distracted^ thou mayst desert 
me. O best of men, thou repeatedly pointast out to me the 
way, and it is by this, O god-like one, that thou enhancest my 
grief. If it is thy intention that I should go to- my relative^, 
then, if it pleaseth thee, both of us will wend to- the country 
of the Vidharbhas. O giver of honors, there the k mg of 
the Vidharbhas will receive thee with respect. And honored 
by him, O king, thou Shalt live happily in our borne. — 

Thus ends the sixty-first Section in the N alopakhyi.ua 
of the Yana Parm 



Section LXII. 

( Nalopakhyana Parva continued . ) 

k 

* ‘Nala said, — Surely, thy father’s kingdom is as my own# 
But thither I will not, by any means, repair in this extremity# 
Once I appeared there in glory, increasing thy joy. How can 
I go there now in misery, augmenting thy grief? — * 

“Vrihadagwa continued. ‘Saying this again and again 
unto Damayanti, king Nala, wrapped in half a garment, com* 
forted his blessed wife. And both attired in one cloth and 
wearied with hunger and thirst, in course of their wanderings, 
at last they came to a sheltered shed for travellers. And arrived at 
this place, the king of the Nishadhas sat down on the bare 
earth, with the princess of Vidharbha. And wearing the same 
piece of cloth (with Damayanti), aud dirty, and haggard, and 
stained with dust, he fell asleep with Damayanti on the 
ground in weariness. And suddenly plunged in distress, the 
innocent and delicate Damayanti with every mark of good 
fortune, fell into a profound slumber. And, O monarch, while 
she slept, Nala, with heart and mind distraught, could not 
slumber calmly as before. And reflecting on the loss of his 
kingdom, the desertion of his friends, and his distress in the 
woods, he thought within himself, — What availeth my acting 
thus ? And what if I act not thus ? Is death the better for 
me now ? Or should I desert my wife ? She is truly devoted 
to me, and suffereth this distress for my sake. Separated from 
me, she may perchance wander to her relatives. Devoted as she 
is to me, if she staycth with me, distress will surely be hers ; 
while it is doubtful, if I desert her. On the other hand, it is 
not unlikely that she may even have happiness at sometime.— 
Reflecting upon this repeatedly, and thinking of it again and 
again, he concluded, O monarch, that the desertion of Dama- 
yanti was the best course for him. And he also thought,— Of 
high fame and auspicious fortune, and devoted to me her bus- 
band, she is incapable of being injured by any one on the way, 
on account of her energy. — Thus his mind that was influenced 
by the wicked Kali, dwclling—trpon Damayanti, was made 
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up for deserting her. And then thikning of his own want of 
clothing, and of her being clad in a single garment, he intended 
to cut off for himself one half of Damayanti's attire. And he 
thought,— How shall I divide this garment, so that my beloved 
one may not perceive ? — And thinking of this, the royal 
Nala began to walk up and down that shed. And, 0 Bharata, 
pacing thus to and fro, he found a handsome sword lying near 
the shed, unsheathed. And that repressor of foes, having, 
with that sword cut off one half of the cloth, and throwing 
the instrument away, left the daughter of Vidharbha insen* 
sible in her sleep and went away. But his heart failing him* 
the king of the Nishadhas returned to the shed, and seeing 
Damayanti (again), burst into tears. And he said, — Alas ! that 
beloved one of mine whom neither the god of wind nor the 
sun had seen before, even she sleepeth to-day on the bare 
earth, like one forlorn. Clad in this severed piece of cloth, and 
lying like one distracted, how will the beauteous one of lumi- 
nous smiles behave when she awaketh ? How will the beautiful 
daughter of Bhima, devoted to her lord, all alone, and separ* 
ated from me, wander through these deep woods inhabited 
by beasts and serpents ? 0 blessed one, may the Adityas, and 

the Vasus, and the twin Aswins together with the Marutas, 
protect thee, thy virtue being thy best guard! — And address- 
ing thus his dear wife peerless on earth in beauty, Nala strove 
to go, reft of reason by Kali. Departing and still departing, 
king Nala returned again and again to that shed, dragged 
away by Kali but drawn back by love. And it seemed as 
though the heart of the wretched king was rent in twain, 
and like a swing, he kept going out from the cabin and coming 
back into it. At length after lamenting long and piteously, 
Nala stupefied and bereft of sense by Kali, went away, forsake 
ing that sleeping wife of his. Reft of reason through Kali’s 
touch, and thinking of his conduct, the king departed in sorrow, 
leaving his wife alone in that solitary forest.* ” 

Thus ends the sixty-second Section in the Nalopakhyana 
of the Yana Parva. 



Section LXIII, 

(Nalapikhyand Parva continued .) 

44 Vrihada^wa said ‘O king, after Nala had gene away, 
the beauteous Damayanti, now refreshed, timorously awoke 
in that lonely forest* And, O mighty monarch, not finding 
her lord Naishadha, afflicted with grief and pain, she shrieked 
aloud in fright, saying, — O lord! O mighty monarch! O husband ! 
dost thou desert me ! Oh, I am lost and undone, — frightened 
in this desolate place, O illustrious prince, thou art truthful 
in speech, and conversant with morality. How hast thou, then, 
having pledged thy word, deserted me asleep in the woods ? 
Oh, why hast thou deserted tby accomplished wife, ever 
devoted to thee, particularly one that hath not wronged thee, 
though wronged thou hast been by others ? O king of men, 
it behoveth thee to act faithfully, according to those words 
thou hadst spoken unto me before in the presence of the 
guardians of the worlds, O bull among men, that thy wife 
liveth even a moment after tby desertion of her, is only be- 
cause mortals are decreed to die at the appointed time. O bull 
among men, enough of this joke! O irrepressible one, I 
am terribly frightened, O lord, show thyself. I see thee! I 
see thee, O king ! Thou art seen, O Naisbadha, Hiding thyself 
behind those shrubs, why dost thou not reply unto me ? It 
is cruel of thee, O great king, that seeing me in this plight 
and so lamenting, thou dost not, O king, approach and comfort 
me, I grieve not for myself nor for anything else, I only 
grieve to think how thou wilt pass thy days alone, O king. 
In the evening oppressed with hunger and thirst and fatigue, 
underneath the trees, how will it fare with thee when thou 
seest me not? — And then Damayanti, afflicted with an- 
guish and burning with grief, began to rush hither and 
thither, weeping in woe. And now the helpless princess 
sprang up, and now she sank down in stupor; and now 
she shrank in terror, and now she wept and wailed aloud. 
And Bhima’s daughter devoted to her husband, burning in 
anguish, and sighing evermore, and faint, and weeping, 
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exclaimed, — That being through whose imprecation the 
afflicted Naishadha suffereth this woe, shall bear grief that is 
greater than ours. May that wicked being who hath brought 
Nala of sinless heart to this, lead a more miserable life, 
bearing greater ills ! — 

41 'Thus lamenting, the crowned consort of the illustrious 
(king) began to seek her lord in those woods, inhabited by 
beasts of prey* And the daughter of Bhima, wailing bitterly, 
wandered hither and thither like a maniac, exclaiming,— 
Alas! Alas ! Oh king ! And as she was wailing loudly like a 
female osprey, and grieving and indulging in piteous lamenta* 
tions unceasingly, she came near a gigantic serpent. And that 
huge and hungry serpent thereupon suddenly seized Bhimata 
daughter, who had come near and was moving about within 
its range. And folded within the serpent’s coils and filled with 
grief, she still wept, not for herself but for Naishadha* 
And she said, — 0 lord, why dost thou not rush towards me, 
now that I am seized, without anybody to protect me, by this 
serpent in these desert wilds ? And, O Naishadha, how will 
it fare with thee when thou rememberest me ? O lord, why 
hast thou gone away, deserting me today in the forest ? Freed 
from thy curse, when thou wilt have regained thy mind and 
senses and wealth, how will it be with thee when thou think- 
est of me t* O Naishadha, O sinless one, who will soothe 
thee when thou art weary, and hungry, and fainting, O 
tiger among kings ? — And while she w as wailing thus, a 
certain huntsman ranging the deep woods, hearing her 
lamentations, swiftly came to the spot. And beholding the 
large-eyed onef in the coils of the serpent, he rushed towards 
it and cut off its head with his sharp weapon. And having 


♦ It would seem that the line, “ Why hast thou gone away, leaving me 
in the woods,” &c. is an interpolation. It dees not occur in all texts. 
The Rev. H. H. Milman omits it properly. To connect the line u 
mukta” &c. with the next line beginning with $rdnta*y a &c., would bo 
nonsense. 

f This is an adjective, or rather adjectival substantive, referring to 
Damayanti. The Rev. H. H. Milman makes it qualify “ serpent ”, 
which is only a careless mistake. 
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struck the reptile dead,* the huntsman set Damayanti 
And having sprinkled her body with water and fee 
comforted her, O Bharata, he addressed her, sayin 
thou with eyes like those of a young gazelle, whoi 
thou ? And why also hast thou come into the w 
And, O beauteous one, how hast thou fallen intc 
extreme misery ? — And thus accosted, O monarch, by 
man, Damayanti, O Bharata, related unto him all 
had happened. And beholding that beautiful woman 
in half a garment, with deep bosom and round 
and limbs delicate and faultless, and face resembling 
full moon, and eyes graced with curved eye-lash es,-f* 
speech sweet as honey, the hunter became inflamed 
desire. And afflicted by the god of love, the hunt 
began to soothe her in a winning voice and soft words. A 
soon as the chaste and beauteous Damayanti, beholding 
understood his intentions, she was filled with fierce v 
and seemed to blaze up in anger. But the wicked-mi 
wretch, burning with desire, became wroth, and attempte 
employ force upon her, who was unconquerable as a flan 
blazing fire. And Damayanti already distressed upon t 
deprived of husband and kingdom, in that hour of grief be 
utterance, cursed him in anger, saying, — Since J I have i 
even thought of any other person than Naishadha, thei 
let this mean-minded wretch subsisting on chase fall « 
lifeless. — And as soon as she said this, the hunter fell 
lifeless upon the ground, like a tree consumed by fire/ ” 
Thus ends the sixty-third Section in the Nalopakh 
of the Vana Parva. 


* Nirvicheshtam is lit. c ‘ moveless ”. Milman renders it, “the 
si sting serpent.” This is a mistake, the word being really a predt 
adjective in the text. 

t Ardlapakshma-nayand^eye s with curved eye-lashes, not, as M 
renders it, “ eyes with brows dark-arching”. Pakehma is the eyel 
Vide Wilson’s Diet . 

t Y zthdfam, A different reading is Yadyaltfim—** If ” 



Section LXIV. 

(Kalopcikhydna Parva continued ,) 

"Vrihada<jwa continued. — ^‘Having destroyed that wild* 
beast hunter, Damayanti of eyes like lotus leaves, went on- 
wards through that fearful and solitary forest ringing with 
the chirp of crickets. And it abounded with lions, and leo- 
pards, and Rums, and tigers, and buffalos, and bears, and 
deer. And it swarmed with birds of various species, and was 
infested by thieves and mlechchka tribes. And it contained 
Shalas , and bamboos, and Dhavas , and Agivatliiuas, and Tin- 
dukas , and Ingndas , and Kingnkas, and Arjunas, and Kim- 
vas , and Tinigas , and Sdlmalas, and Jamvus , and mango trees, 
and Lodhras, and the catechu, and the cane, and Padmakas, 
and Amalahas , and Plakshas, and Kadamvas , and Udum - 
varas , and Vadaris, and Vilwas , and banians, and Ply alas, 
and palms, and date-trees, and Haritalcas, and VibhitaJcas. 
And the princess of Vidharbha saw many mountains contain- 
ing ores of various kinds, and groves resounding with the 
notes of winged choirs, and many glens of wondrous sight, 
and many rivers and lakes and tanks, and various kinds of 
birds and beasts. And she saw numberless snakes and gob- 
lins and Rdkshasas of grim visage, and pools and tanks, and 
hillocks, and brooks and fountains of wonderful appearance. 
And the princess of Vidharbha saw there herds of buffalos, 
and boars and bears, as well as serpents of the wilderness. 
And safe in virtue and glory and good fortune and patience, 
Damayanti wandered through those woods alone, in search of 
Nala. And the royal daughter of Bhima, distressed only at 
her separation from her lord, was not terrified at aught in 
that fearful forest. And, O king, seating herself down upon 
a stone, and filled with grief, and every limb of hers trembling 
with sorrow on account of her husband, she began to lament 
thus : — O king of the Nishadhas, O thou of broad chest and 
mighty arms, whither hast thou gone, Q king, leaving me in 
this lone forest ? O hero, having performed the Agtoamedka and 
other sacrifices, with gifts in profusion (unto thfe Brkhmanaa), 

24 
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why hast thou, O tiger among men, played false with me 
alone ? O best of men, O theu of great splendour, it behoveth 
thee, O auspicious one, to remember what thou hadst declared 
before me, O bull among kings ! And, O monarch* it behoveth 
thee also to call to mind what the sky-ranging swans spake in 
thy presence and in mine ! 0 tiger among men, the four 
Vedas in all their extent, with the Angas and the Upangas, 
well-studied, on one side, and one single truth on the other, 
{are equal), therefore, O slayer of foes, it behoveth thee, O 
lord of men, to make good what thou didst formerly declare 
before me ! Alas, O hero ! O warrior ! O Nala ! O sinless 
one! being thine, I am about to perish! In this dreadful 
forest, Oh ! wherefore dost thou not answer me ? This terrible 
lord of the forest, of grim visage and gaping jaws, and famishing 
with hunger, filleth me with fright ! Doth it not behove thee 
Co deliver me ? Thou didst use to say always , — Save thee 
there existeth net one dear unto me . — 0 blessed one, O king, 
•do thou now make good thy words so oft spoken before ! And, 
O king, why dost thou not return an answer to thy beloved 
wife bewailing and bereft of sense, although thou lovest her, 
being loved in return ? O king of earth, O respected one, 
O repressor of foes, O thou of large eyes, why dost thou not 
regard me, emaciated, and distressed, and pale, and discolored, 
and clad in half a piece of cloth, and alone, and weeping, 
and lamenting like one forlorn, and like unto a solitary doe 
separated from the herd ? O illustrious sovereign, it is I, 
Damayanti, devoted to thee, who, alone in this great forest, 
address thee! Wherefore, then, dost thou not reply unto 
*ne ? Oh, I do not behold thee today on this mountain, 
O chief of men, O thou of noble birtji and character and 
♦every limb possessed of grace !* In this terrible forest, 


* The Rev., H. H. Milraan regards this sentence to be interrogative, 
which, I fear, It jb not To take it as such would be unquestionably 
more poetic, but the succeeding sentence then would be out of place. 
Having said, “ Do I not see thee” &e., it would be inconsistent of 
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4aunted by lionsf and tigers, 0 king of the Nishadhas, O 
foremost of men, O enhancer of my sorrows, (wishing to 
know) whether thou art lying down, or sitting, or standing, or 
gone, whom shall I ask, distressed and woe-striken on thy ac- 
count, saying — Hast thou seen in these woods the royal Nala ? 
Of whom shall I in this forest enquire after the departed 
Nala, handsome, and of high soul, and the destroyer of hostile 
arrays ? * From whom shall I to-day bear the sweet words; 
viz., That royal Nala , of eyes like lotus-leaves, ichom thou 
seekest , is even here, — t Yonder cometh the forest-king; 
that tiger of graceful mein, furnished with four teeth and 
prominent cheeks. Even him will I ask fearlessly. — Thou 
art the lord of all animals, and of this forest the king ! Know 
me for Damayanti, the daughter of the king of the Vidhar- 
bhas, and the wife of Nala, destroyer of foes, and the king 
of the Nishadhas. Distressed and woe-striken, I am seeking 
my husband, alone in these woods. Do thou, O king of 
beasts, comfort me (with news of Nala), if thou hast seen him. 
Or, O lord of the forest, if thou cannot speak of Nala, do 
thou, then, O best of beasts, devour me, and free me 
from this misery. Alas ! hearing my plaintive appeal in the 
wilderness, this king of beasts (heedeth me not but) hieth 
to the crystal river that rolleth towards the sea, f Let me, 
then, for tidings of the king, ask this king of moimtams, this 
high and sacred hill, crested with innumerable heaven-kissing 
and many-hued and beauteous peaks, and abounding in various 
ores, and decked with gems of diverse kinds, and rising like 
a banner over this broad forest, and ranged by lions and 
tigers and elephants and boars and bears and stags, and 
echoing all around with (the notes of ) winged creatures of 
various species, and adorned with Kinsukas and AqoJeas and 
Vakulas and Punnagas, with blossoming Karm&uras, and 
Dhavas and Plakshas , and with streams haunted by water- 


* Some editions read, Konu 7m kathayedadya &c. The variation is 
slight. 

t There are some slight variations in the reading of the second half 
of this Sloka. They are not of much consequence. 
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fowls of eveiy kind, and abounding in crested summits. O 
sacred one ! O best of mountains ! O thou of wondrous sight l 

0 celebrated hill ! O refuge (of the distressed) ! O highly 
auspicious one ! I bow to thee, O pillar of the earth L 
Approaching, I bow to thee. Know me for a king’s daughter,, 
and a king’s daughter-in-law, and a king’s consort, of nam# 
Damayanti. That lord of earth who ruleth the Vidharbhas, 
that mighty warrior — king Bhima by name, — who protecteth 
the four orders, is my sire. That best of kings celebrated 
the Rajaswya * and Agwamedha sacrifices, with profuse gifts 
to the Brahmanas. Possessed of beautiful and large eyes, 
distinguished for devotion to the Vedas, of unblemished 
character, truth-telling, devoid of guile, gentle, endued with 
prowess, lord of immense wealth, versed in morality, and 
pure, he having vanquished all his foes, effectually protecteth 
the inhabitants of Vidharbha. Know me, O holy one, for 
bis daughter, thus come to thee. That best of men — the 
celebrated ruler of the Nishadhas — known by the name of Vira- 
eena of high fame, was my father-in-law. The son of that 
king, heroic and handsome and possessed of energy incapable 
of being baffled, who ruleth well the kingdom which hath 
descended to him from his father, is named Nala. Know, O 
mountain, that of that slayer of foes, called also Punyasloka , 
possessed of the complexion of gold, and devoted to the Brah* 
manas, and versed in the Vedas, and gifted with eloquence,— 
of that righteous and Soma-quaffing and Fire-adoring king, 
who celebrateth sacrifices and is liberal and warlike and who 
adequately chastiseth (criminals), I am the innocent spouse— 
the chief of his queens — standing before thee. Despoiled of 
prosperity, and deprived of (the company of my) husband, 
without a protector, and afflicted with calamity, hither have 

1 come, O best of mountains, seeking my husband. Hast 
thou, O foremost of mountains, with thy hundreds of peaks 
towering (into the sky), seen king Nala in this frightful forest ? 
Hast thou seen my husband, that ruler of the Nishadhas, 

• * Some texts read Vajapeya for Rdjawya . The former is a sacrifice 

less splendid than the latter. 
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Ike illustrious Nala, with the tread * of a mighty elephant* 
endued with intelligence, long-armed, and of fiery energy* 
possessed of prowess and patience and courage and high fame ? 
Seeing me bewailing alone, overwhelmed with sorrow, where- 
fore, O best of mountains, dost thou not to-day soothe m© 
with thy voice, as thy own daughter in distress ? O hero, 
O warrior of prowess, O thou versed in every duty, O 
thou adhering to truth, O lord of earth, if thou art in thia 
forest, then, O king, discover thyself unto me ! Oh, when 
shall I again hear the voice of Nala, gentle and deep as that 
of the clouds, that voice, sweet as Amrita , of the illustrious 
king, calling me Vidharbhas daughter , with accents distinct, 
and holy, and musical as the chaunting of the Yedas, f and 
rich, and soothing all my sorrows. O king, I am frightened* 
Do thou, O virtuous one, comfort me ! — 

“ 1 Having addressed that foremost of mountains thus, 
Damayanti then went in a northerly direction. And having 
proceeded three days and nights, that best of women cam© 
to an incomparable woody asylum of ascetics, resembling 
in beauty a celestial grove. And the charming asylum she 
beheld was inhabited and adorned by ascetics like Va9ishtha 
and Bhrigu and Atri, self-denying and strict in diet, with 
minds under control, endued with holiness, some living on 
water, some on air, and some on (fallen) leaves, with passions 
in check, eminently blessed, seeking the way to heaven, clad 
in barks of trees and deer-skins, and with senses subdued* 
And beholding that asylum inhabited by ascetics, and abound* 


* Gajendra-vikrdma. Vikrama here means “tread”, and not “prowess* 
As Milman renders it. It simply implies “ of majestic tread,” the ele* 
phant being regarded so by Hindu poets. The root of vikrama is tram % 
to take a step. Both Gajendragamini and Gajendra-vikrama in thul 
sense are very usual. 

+ Amndya-sdrmim is lit., “ in imitation of the Vedas”. Nil ak a n tha, 
in his love for spiritual interpretations, explains this as meaning a truth- 
ful as the Vedas,” which is rather far-fetched* 
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in herds of deer and monkeys, Damayanti was cheered 
that best of women, the innocent* and blessed Dams* 
i, with graceful eye-brows, and long tresses, with lovely 
and deep bosom, and face graced with fine teeth, f and 
fine black and large eyes, in her brightness and glory 
red that asylum. And saluting those ascetics grown old 
ractising austerities, she stood in an attitude of humility* 
the ascetics living in that forest, said, Welcome / And 
3 men of ascetic wealth, paying her due homage, said,— 
thee down, and tell us what we may do for thee.— 
that best of women replied unto them, saying, — Ye sin* 
and eminently blessed ascetics, is it well with your aus- 
ies, and sacrificial fire, and religious observances, and the 
es of your own order ? And is it well with the beasts and 
s of this* asylum ? — And they answered, — O beauteous and 
strious lady, prosperity attendeth us in every respect. But, 
hou of faultless limbs, tell us who thou art, and what 
i seekest. Beholding thy beauteous form and thy bright 
mdour, we have been amazed. Cheer up and mourn not. 

I us, O blameless and blessed one, art thou the presiding 
y of this forest, or of this mountain, or of this river ? — > 
nayanti replied unto those ascetics, saying, — O Brahmanas, 
n not the goodess of this forest, or of this mountain, or of 
stream. O Rishis of ascetic wealth, know that I am a 
nan being. I will relate my history in detail. Do ye 
m to me ! There is a king — the mighty ruler of the Vidhar- 
s — Bhima by name, O foremost of regenerate ones, know 
t I am his daughter. The wise ruler of the Nisha* 
s, Nala by name, of great celebrity, heroic, and ever 

f Tapaswini is lit. one leading an ascetic course of life. It very often 
ns, however, innocent, or helpless. I prefer to take it in this sense, 
ead at regarding it as used in the Bense of Damayanti leading an 
(tic life in her search after Nala, (as some of the Bengali translators 
e chosen to understand it). 

1 Sudwij&nand. Dwija in this connection means tooth, ie, something 
t is twice -born. 
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Notorious in battle, and learned, is my husband. Snga^o 
in the worship of the gods, devoted to the twice-born M 
the guardian of the line of Nishadha, of mighty energy 
possessed of great strength, truthful, conversant with aU 
duties, wise, unwavering in promise, the crusher of fo&| 
devout, serving the gods, graceful, the conqueror of hostile 
towns, that foremost of kings, Nala by name, equal in 
splendour unto the lord of celestials, the slayer of foej, 
possessed of large eyes, and a face resembling the full moon. Is 
my husband. The celebrater of great sacrifices, versed in 
the Vedas and their branches, the destroyer of enemies in 
battle, and like unto the sun and the moon in splendour, is 
he. That king devoted to truth and religion was summoned to 
dice by certain deceitful persons of moan mind and uncultured 
soul and of crooked ways, and skilful in gambling, and was 
deprived of wealth and kingdom. Know that I am the wife of 
that bull among kings, known to all by the name of Dama- 
yanti, anxious to find out my ( missing ) lord. In sadness 
of heart am I wandering among woods, and mountains, and 
lakes, and rivers, and tanks, and forests, in search of that 
husband of mine — Nala, skilled in battle, high-souled, and 
well-versed in the use of weapons. O, hath king Nala, the 
lord of the Nishadhas, come to this delightful asylum of your 
holy selves ? It is for him, O Brahmanas, that I have come 
to this dreary forest full of terrors and haunted by tigers and 
other beasts. If I do not see king Nala within a few days and 
nights, I shall seek my good by renouncing this body. Of 
what use is my life without that bull among men ? How shall' 
I live afflicted with grief on account of my husband ? — 

“ *Unto Bhima’s daughter Damayanti, thus lamenting for- 
lorn in that forest, the truth-telling* ascetics replied, saying, 
— O blessed and beauteous one, we see by ascetic power that 
the future will bring happiness to thee, and that thou wilt 
soon behold Naishadha. O daughter of Bhima, thou wilt 
behold Nala the lord of the Nishadhas, the slayer of foes. 


* Some texts read Satyadarqinas for Satyavadinas. Truth-seeing or 
prophetic is certainly more in keeping with the spirit of the passage. 4 




92 


MAHABHARATA, 


,nd the foremost of the virtuous, freed from distress. And, C 
riessed lady, thou wilt behold the king — thy lord — freed from 
11 sins, and decked with all kinds of gems, and ruling the self* 
ame city, and chastising his enemies, and striking terror into 
/he hearts of foes, and gladdening the hearts of friends, and 
Towned with every blessing. — 

“ ‘Having spoken unto that princess — the beloved queen of 
'Jala — the ascetics with their sacred fires and asylum vanished 
rom sight. And beholding that mighty wonder, the daughter* 
n-law of king Yirasena, Damayanti of faultless limbs, was 
truck with amazement. And she asked herself, — Was it a 
ream that I saw? What an occurrence hath taken .place 1 
Vhere are all those ascetics ? And where is that asylum ? 
Where, further, is that delightful river of sacred waters— 
be resort of diverse kinds of fowls ? And where, again, 
re those charming trees decked with fruits and flowers ? — * 
Lnd after thinking so for sometime, Bhima's daughter, Dama- 
anti of sweet smiles, melancholy and afflicted with grief on 
account of her lord, lost the color of her face (again). And 
oing to another part of the wood, she saw an a$oka tree, 
.ad approaching that first of trees in the forest, so charming 
-ith blossoms and its load of foliage, and resounding with the 
otes of birds, Damayanti, with tears in her eyes and accents 
loked in grief, began to lament, saying, — Oh, this graceful 
•ee in the heart of the forest, decked in flowers, looketh beauti* 
il, like a charming king of hills. O beauteous aqoka, do thou 
>eedily free me from grief.*f* Hast thou seen king Nala, the 
ayer of foes and the beloved husband of Damayanti, freed 

* There is a slight variation in the reading of this sloka beginning 
th kwa. For ndnadwijanishevita , some texts read nadidioijanishevitd ; 

d in the second line for nadi te cha nagd dec., some texts read punnyd 
cha nagd dec. 

t Here is a play upon words in the original that cannot be rendered 
to any tongue not derived from Sanskrit. The pith of the passage is 
dpaka, make me viqoka ! Vi$okfc==iree& from grief. The meaning also 
ty be said to hinge upon the etymology of agoka , implying “ without 
tef » or u freed from grief, n 
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\o{ i grief and obstacles ? Hast thou seen my be- 

loved husband, the ruler of the Nishadhas, clad in half a 
piece of cloth, with delicate skin, — that hero afflicted with 
woe and who hath come into this wilderness ? O Agoka tree, 
do thou free me from grief! O Agoka , vindicate thy name, 
for Agoka meancth destroyer of grief* And going round 
that tree thrice, with an afflicted heart, that best of women, 
Bhima’s daughter, entered a more terrible part of the forest. 
And wandering in quest of her lord, Bhima’s daughter beheld 
many trees and streams and delightful mountains, and many 
beasts and birds, and caves, and precipices, and many rivers 
of wonderful appearance. And as she proceeded, she came 
upon a broad way where she saw with wonder a body of 
merchants, with their horses and elephants, landing on the 
banks of a river, full of clear and cool water, and lovely and 
charming to behold, and broad, and covered with bushes 
of canes, and echoing with the cries of cranes and ospre} T s 
and Chakravdkas , and abounding in tortoises and alligators 
and fishes, and studded with innumerable islets. And as soon 
as she saw thac caravan, the beauteous and celebrated wife 
of Nala, wild like a mainac, oppressed with grief, clad in 
half a garment, lean and pale and smutted, and with hair 
covered with dust, drew near and entered into its midst. 
And beholding her, some fled in fear, and some became 
extremly anxious, and some cried aloud, and soma laughed 
at her, and some hated her. And some, O Bharata, felt 
pity for and even addressed her, saying, — O blessed one, 
who art thou, and whose ? What seekest thou in the woods ? 
Seeing thee here we have been terrified. Art thou human ? 
Tell us truly, O blessed one, if thou art the goddess of this 
wood, or of this mountain, or of the points of the heaven. We 
seek thy protection. Art thou a female Yaksha, or a female 
Rdkshasa , or a celestial damsel l O thou of faultless features, 
do thou bless us wholly and protect us ! And, O blessed one, 
do thou so act that this caravan may soon go hence in prosper- 
ity and that the welfare of all of us may be secured !— Thus 


* Vide note in Page 192, 
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addressed by that caravan, the princess Damayanti, devoted 
to her husband and oppressed by the calamity that had be- 
fallen him, answered, saying, — O leader of the caravan, ye 
merchants, ye youths, old men, and children, and ye that 
composc^this caravan, know me for a human being ! I am 
the daughter of a king, and the daughter-in-law of a king, 
and the consort also of a king, eager for the sight of my lord ! 
The ruler of the Vidharbhas is my father, and my husband is 
the lord of the Nishadhas, named Nala. Sven now I am seek- 
ing that unvanquished and blessed orre. If ye have chanced to 
see my beloved one, king Nala, that tiger among men, that 
♦destroyer of hostile hosts, G, tell me quick ! — Thereupon the 
deader of that great caravan, named Shuchi, replied unto Dama- 
yanti of faultless limbs, saying, — 0 blessed one, listen to my 
words ! O thou of sweet smiles, I am a merchant, and the 
Header of this caravan. G illustrious lady, I have not seen any 
unan of the name of Nala. In this extensive forest uninhabited 
*by men, there are only elephants and leopards and buffalos, 
*and tigers and bears and other animals. Except thee, I have 
mot met with any man or woman here, so help us now 
Jtanibhadra, — the king of Yakshas!* — Thus addressed by 
'them, she asked those merchants as well as the leader of the 
host, saying, — It behoveth ye to tell me whither this caravan 
is bound, — The leader of the band said, — G daughter of a 
great king, for purposes of profit this caravan is bound 
direct for the oity of Suvahu, the truth-tellingf ruler of the 
Checfis J — * ” 

Thus ends the sixty-fourth Section In the Nalopakhykna 

the Yana Parva, 


* M&nibhadra, the chief of Yakshas (next to Kuvera) is the tutelary 
deity of travellers and caravans passing through woods and mountains, 
t A. different reading is Satya-dar$inai. 



Section LXF. 

( Nalopakhy&na Parva continued.) 

" Vrih*da<jwa said. ‘Having heard the words of the leader 
of that caravan, Damayanti of faultless limbs proceeded with 
that caravan itself, anxious to behold her lord. And after 
having proceeded for many days the merchants saw a large 
lake fragrant with lotuses in the midst of that dense and 
terrible forest. And it was beautiful all over, and exceedingly 
delightful, (with banks) abounding in grass and fuel and fruits 
and Sowers*. And it was inhabited by various kinds of fowls 
and birds, and full of water that was pure and sweet. And 
it was cool and capable of captivating the heart, dmd the 
caravan, worn out with toil, resolved to halt there. And 
with the permission of their leader, they spread themselves 
around those beautiful woods. . And that mighty caravan 
finding it was evening halted at that place. And (it came 
to pass that) at the hour of midnight when everything was 
hushed and still) and the tired caravan had fallen asleep, a 
herd of elephants in going towards a mountain stream to 
drink of its water befouled by their temporal juice, saw that 
caravan as also the numerous elephants belonging to it. 
And seeing their domesticated fellows, the wild elephants 
infuriate and with the temporal juice trickling down, rushed 
impetuously at the former, with the intention of killing them. 
And the force of the rush of those elephants was hard to 
bear, like the impetuosity of peaks loosened from, mnnntaiw 
summits rolling towards the ground. The rushing elephants 
found the forest paths to be all blocked up* for the goodly 
caravan was sleeping obstructing the paths around that lake 
of lotuses. And the elephants, , all of a sudden, began to 
crush the men tying insensible on the ground. And uttering 
cries of Oht and Alas ! the merchants, blinded by steep, fled, 
in order to escape that danger, to- copses and woods for refuge.* 

* For JfyhatoJ>foy(U some texts Yikaw-abhamn* '.The 
however, is to be preferred. 
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And some were slain by the tusks, and some by the trunks, 
and some by the legs of those elephants.* And innumerable 
camels and horses were killed, and crowds of men on foot, 
running in fright, killed one another, f And uttering loud 
cries some fell down on the ground, and some in fear climbed 
on trees, and some dropped down on uneven ground. And;* 
O king, thus accidentally attacked by that large herd of 
elephants, that goodly caravan suffered a great loss. [ And 
there arose a tremendous uproar calculated to frighten the 
three worlds. — Lo ! a great fire hath broken out ! Rescue us 1 
Do ye speedily fly away ! Why do ye fly ? Take the heaps of 
jewels scattered around ! All this wealth is a trifle ! I do 
not speak falsely. — I tell you again, (exclaimed some one) 
think on my words O ye distracted ones ! — With such excla- 
mations they ran about in fright. — And Damayanti awoke in 
fear and anxiety, while that terrible slaughter was raging 
there. And beholding that slaughter capable of awakening 
the fear of all the worlds, and which was so unforeseen, the 
damsel of eyes like lotus leaves rose up, wild with fright, 
and almost out of breath. And those of the caravan that 
had escaped unhurt, met together, and asked one arother,— 
Of what deed of ours is this the consequence ? Surely, we 
have failed to worship the illustrious Manibhadra, and likewise 
the exalted and graceful Vaisravana the king of the Yakshas ! 
Perhaps, we have not worshipped the deities that cause 
calamities, or, perhaps, we have not paid them the first homage. 
Or, perhaps, this evil is the certain consequence of the birds 
(we saw) ! Our stars are not unpropitious. From what other 
cause, then, hath this disaster come? — Others, distressed and 
bereft of wealth and relatives, said, — That maniac-like woman 

* For GajaU (pi. instrumental) some texts read Naras . The meaning 
is almost the same, the difference being only one of grammatical construc- 
tion. 

t For Nihato&htrtywa vahtdas some texts read Gogajoshtr&fioawhulCi 
for Padiitijanasankulas , Padatinaramiikula. In the second line of the 
Sloka also, there is a slight variation. The sense in either case is almost 
the same. 
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who came amongst this mighty caravan, in guise that i*a* 
strange and scarcely human, alas, it is by her that this dreadful' 
illusion had been pre-arranged. Of a certainty, she is a terrible 
Eakshasa or a Yaksha or a Pi^cha woman. All this evil is her 
work, what need of doubts ? If we again see that wicked dea-; 
fcroyer of merchants, that giver of innumerable woes, we ehall 
certainly slay that injurer of ours, with stones, and dust, and 
grass, and wood, and cuffs. — And hearing these dreadful words 
of the merchants, Damayanti, in terror and shame and anxiety,; 
fled into the woods apprehensive of evil. And reproaching 
herself, she said, — Alas ! fierce and great is the wrath of God 
on me ! Peace followeth not in my track. Of what misdeed 
is this the consequence ? I do not remember that I did ever 
so little a wrong to any one, in thought, word, or deed. Of 
what deed, then, is this the consequence ? Certainly, it is on 
account of the great sins I had committed in a former life, 
that such calamity hath befallen me, viz , the loss of my 
husband s kingdom, his defeat at the hands of his own kins- 
man, this separation from my lord and my son and daughter, 
this my unprotected state, and my presence in this forest 
abounding in innumerable beasts of prey !] * — 

“ ‘ The next day, O king, the remnant of that caravan 
left the place, bewailing the destruction that had overtaken 
them and lamenting for their dead brothers and fathers and 
sons and friends. And the princess of Vidharbha began to* 
lament, saying, — Alas ! What misdeed have I perpetrated ! 
The crowd ; of men that I obtained in this lone forest, hath 
been destroyed by a herd of elephants, surely as a consequence 
of my iff luck. Without doubt, I shall have to suffer misery 
for a long time. I have heard from old men that no person dietb 
ere his time ; it is for this that my miserable self hath not/be€i) 
trodden to death by that herd of elephants. Nothing that 


* The whole of this passage beginning with “And” in the eighth line of 
page 106 and enclosed within brackets does not occur in every text. It 
bears, however, every xuark of genuineness, and I have not accord^ 
ingly omitted it. 
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befalleth men is due to anything else than Destiny,* for 
even in my childhood' I did not commit any such sin in 
thought, word, or deed, whence might come this calamity* 
Methinks, I suffer this severance from my husband through 
the potency of those celestial Lokapdlas , who had come to the 
Swymmvara but whom I disregarded for the sake of Nala 
Bewailing thus, O tiger among kings, that excellent lady, 
Damayanti, devoted to her husband, went, oppressed with 
grief and (pale) as the autumnal moon, with those Brahmanas 
versed in the Vedas that hew! survived the slaughter of the 
caravan. And departing speedily, towards evening the damsel 
came to the mighty city of the truth-telling Suvahu, the king 
of the Chedis. And she entered that excellent city, dad in half 
a garment. And the citizens saw her as she went, overcome 
with fear, and lean, and melancholy, her hair dishevelled, and 
soiled with dust, and maniac-like. And beholding her enter the 
city of the king of the Chedis, the boys of the city, from curio- 
sity, began to follow her. And surrounded by them, she came 
before the palace of the king. And from the terrace the queen- 
mother saw her surrounded by the crowd. And she said to her 
nurse, — Go and bring that woman before me ! She is forlorn 
and is being vexed by the crowd. She hath fallen into distress 
and standeth in need of succour. I find her beauty to be such 
that it illumineth my house. The fair one, though looking 
like a maniac, seemeth a very Sree with her large eyes ! — Thus 
commanded, the nurse went out and dispersing the crowd 
brought Damayanti to that graceful terrace. And struck with 
wonder, O king, she asked Damayanti, saying, — Afflicted though 
thou art with such distress, thou ownest a beautiful form f 
Thou shinest like lightning in the midst of the clouds. Tell 
me who thou art, and whose ! O thou possessed of celes- 
tial splendour, surely, thy beauty is not human, bereft though 
thou art of ornaments ! And although thou art helpless yet 
thou art unmoved under the outrage of these men l — Hearing 
these words of the nurse, the daughter of Bhima said, — Know 
that I am a female belonging to the human species and devot- 


*As depending upon the acts of past lives, for includes praoktaw** 
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ed to my husband. I am a serving-woman, of good lineage. 
I live wherever I like, subsisting on fruits and roots, and with* 
out a companion, and stay where evening overtafceth me. My 
husband is the owner of countless virtues, and was ever devoted 
to me. And I also, on my part, was deeply attached to bind, 
following him like his shadow. It chanced that once he 
became desperately engaged at dice. Defeated at dice, he 
came alone into the forest. I accompanied my husband into the 
woods, comforting the hero clad iu a single piece of cloth and 
maniac-like and overwhelmed with calamity. Once on a time 
for some cause, that hero, afflicted with hunger and thirst and 
grief, was forced to abandon that sole piece of covering in the 
forest. Destitute of garment and maniac-like and deprived 
of his senses as he was, I followed him, myself in a single 
garment. Following him, I did not sleep for nights together. 
Thus passed many days, until at last while I was sleeping, 
he cut off half of my cloth, and forsook me who had done 
him no wrong. I am seeking my husband, but unable to find 
him who is of hue like the filaments of the lotus, without 
being able to cast my eyes on that delight of my heart, that 
dear lord who owneth my heart and resembleth the celestials 
in mien, day and night do I burn in grief! — 

" * Unto Bhima’s daughter thus lamenting with tearful eyes, 
and afflicted and speaking in accents choked in grief, the queen* 
mother herself said, — O blessed damsel, do thou stay with me. 

I am well pleased with thee. O fair lady, my men shall search for 
thy husband. Or, perhaps, he may come here of his own accord 
in course of his wanderings. And, O beautiful lady, residing 
here thou wilt regain thy (lost) lord ! — Hearing these words 
of the queen-mother, Damayanti replied, — O mother of heroes, 
I may stay with thee on certain conditions ! I shall not eat 
the remnants of any dish, nor shall I wash anybody’s feet, 
nor shall I have to speak with other men. And if anybody 
shall seek me (as a wife or mistress) he should be liifole to 
punishment at thy hands. And, further, should he solicit me 
over and over again, that wicked one should be punished with 
death. This is the vow I have made. I intend to have an 
interview with those Brahmanas that will set out to search 
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for my husband. — If thou const do all this, I shall certainly 
live with thee ! If it is otherwise, I cannot find it in my 
heart to reside with thee.— The queen-mother answered her 
with a glad heart, saying, — I will do all this. Thou hast done 
well in adopting such a vow ! — * ” 

“ Vrihfcdagwa continued, ‘O king, having spoken so unto 
the daughter of Bhima, the queen-mother, O Bharata, said 
to her daughter named SunandS, — O Sunanda, accept this 
lady like a goddess as thy Sairindhri ! * Let her be thy 
companion, as she is of the same age with thee. Do thou, 
with heart free from care, always sport with her in joy. — And 
Sunanda cheerfully accepted Damayanti and led her to her own 
apartments accompanied by her associates. And treated with 
respect, Damayanti was satisfied, and she continued to reside 
.there without anxiety of any kind, for all her wishes were duly 
gratified. ” 

Thus ends the sixty-fifh Section in the Nalopakhyana of 
the Yana Parva. 


Section LXVI. 

( Nalopdlchyana Parva continued . ) 

“ Vrihadaqwa said. ‘O monarch, having deserted Dama- 
.yanti, king Nala saw a mighty conflagration that was raging in 
that dense forest. And in the midst of that conflagration, 
he heard the voice of some creature, repeatedly crying aloud, — 
O righteous Nala, come hither. — And answering, — Fear not, — 
he entered into the midst of the fire and beheld a mighty 
Ndga lying in coils. And the Naga with joined hands, and 
trembling, spake unto Nala, saying, — 0 king, know that I 

♦ A Sairindhri was a serving woman of a superior order retained more 
as a companion than a maid-servant. She would Undertake no kind 
of menial labor, the offices employing her being the making of floral 
wreath^ the preparation of sandal paste, the binding of braids, and 
generaify * to a‘t &ttd to the toilette of the queen or her daughter. Re- 
gardia£ r fc*J# w And ireatment, serving women of this class were better* 
treated^! in* fiet/Afanoit as equals. They were like the bed-chamber 
women Qfth& royal households of Europe* 
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am a snake, Karkotaka by name ! I had deceived the great 
Rishi Narada of high ascetic merit, and by him have I been 
cursed in wrath, O king of men, even in words such as 
these : — Stay thou here like an immobile thing , until one 
Nala taketh thee hence . And , indeed , on the spot to which 
he will carry thee , there shalt thou be freed from my curse l 
It is for that curse of his that I am unable to stir one steps, 
I will instruct thee in respect of thy welfare. It behoveth 
thee to deliver me. I will be thy friend. There is no snake 
equal to me. I will be light in thy hands. Taking me up, do 
thou speedily go hence ! — Having said this, that prince of 
snakes became as small as the thumb. And taking him up, 
Nala went to a spot free from fire. And having reached an 
open where there was no fire, Nala intended to drop the 
serpent, upon which Karkotaka again addressed him, saying,— 
O king of the Nishadhas, proceed thou yet, counting a few 
steps of thine, meanwhile, O mighty-armed one, I will do 
thee great good! — And as Nala began to count his steps, the 
snake bit him at the tenth step.* And, lo ! as he was bit, 
his form speedily underwent a change. And beholding his 
change of form, Nala was amazed. And the king saw the 
snake also assume his own form. And the snake Karkotaka, 
comforting Nala, spake unto him, — I have deprived thee of 
thy beauty, so that people may not recognise thee. And, O 
Nala, he by whom thou hast been deceived and cast into 
distress, shall dwell in thee tortured by my venom. And, O 
monarch, as long as he doth not leave thee, he will have to 
dwell in pain in thy body with every limb filled with my 
venom. And, O ruler of men, I ha\ e saved thee from the 
hands of him who from anger and hate deceived thee, per- 
fectly innocent though thou art and undeserving of wrong ! 
And, O tiger among men, through my grace, thou shalt have 


* When Nala began to count his steps, he began to say, one , two 9 
ten. The Sanskrit word for ten in daga which again is equivalent 
to bite (in the imperative). The snake felt a delicacy in biting the king 
without being commanded to do so. And hence his bite at tk£ tenth, 
etep. Even thus Nilakantha. 
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(no longer) any fear from animals with fangs, from enemies^ 
and from Brahmanas also versed in the Vedas, O king! Nor 
shalt thou, O monarch, feel pain on account of my poison. And, 
O foremost of kings, thou shalt be ever victorious in battle ! 
This veiy day, O prince, O lord of <the Nishadhas, go to the 
delightful city of Ayodhya, and present thyself before Ritu- 
paraa skilled in gambling, saying, I am acharioteer, VdhvJca 
by name . And that king will give thee his skill in dice 
for thy knowledge of horses. Sprung from the line of 
Iksmku, and possessed of prosperity, he will be thy friend. 
When thou wilt be an adept at dice, thou shalt then have pros- 
perity. Thou wilt also meet with thy wife and thy children, 
and regain thy kingdom. I tell thee this truly. Therefore, 
let not thy mind be occupied by sorrow. And, O lord of men, 
when thou shouldst desire to behold thy proper form, thou 
shouldst remember me, and wear this garment ! Upon wearing 
this, thou shalt get back thy own form! — And aaying this, 
that Naga then gave unto Nala two pieces of celestial cloth. 
And, O son of the Kuru race, having thus instructed Nala, 
and presented him with the attire, the king of snakes, O 
monarch, made himself invisible' there and then !’ ” 

Thus ends the sixty-sixth Section in the Nalopakbyina 
of the Vana Parva. 


Section LX VII. 

(TV T alopdJchyana Parva continued.) 

“ Vrihadagwa said. After the snake had vanished, Nala, 
the ruler of the Nishadhas, proceeded, and on the tenth day 
entered the city of Ritupama. And he approached the king, 
saying, — My name is Vahuka. There is no one in this world 
equal to me in managing steeds. My counsel also should be 
sought in matters of difficulty and in all affairs of skill. ] 
also surpass others in the art of cooking. In all those arts 
that exist in this world, and also in everything difficult o 
accomplishment, I will strive to attain success. O Ritupama 
Ao thou maintain me ! — And Ritupama replied,— 0 Vahuka 
stay with me ! May good betide thee ! Thou wilt even per 



VAN A PARVA,’ 


ferm all this. I have always particularly desired to be driven 
fast. Do thou concert such measures that my steeds mav 
become fleet! I appoint thee the superintendent of my 
stables. Thy pay shall be ten thousand (coins). Both Varsh- 
neya and Jivala shall always be under thy direction. Thou 
wilt live pleasantly in their company. Therefore, O VShuka, 
stay thou with me ! — r 

“Vrihadagwa continued. ‘Thus addressed by the king, 
Nala began to dwell in the city of Rituparna, treated with 
respect, and with Varshneya and Jivala as his companions. 
And residing there, the king (Nala), remembering the princess 
of Vidharva, recited every evening the following sloka> — Where 
lieth that helpless one afflicted with hunger and thirst and 
worn ivith toil , thinking of that wi'etch 9 And upon whom 
also doth she now wait l And once as the king was reciting 
this in the night, Jivala asked him saying, — O Vahuka, whom 
dost thou lhmenfc thus daily ? I am curious to hear it. O thou 
blest with length of days, whose spouse is she whom thou 
thus lamentest ? — Thus questioned, king Nala answered him, 
saying, — A certain person devoid of sense had a wife weir- 
known to many. That wretch was false in his promises. For 
some reason that wicked person was separated from her. 
Separated from her, that wretch wandered about oppressed 
with woe, and burning with grief he resteth not by day or 
night. And at night, remembering her, he singeth this 
sloka. Having wandered over the entire world, he hath at 
last found a refuge, and undeserving of the distress that hath 
befallen him, he passeth his days, thus remembering His wife. 
When calamity had overtaken this man, his wife followed him 
into the woods. Deserted by that man of little virtue, her 
life itself is in danger. Alone, without knowledge of ways, 
ill able to bear distress, and fainting with hunger and thirst, 
the girl can hardly protect her life. And, O friend, she hath 
been deserted by that man of small fortune and having little 
sense, in the wide and terrible forest, ever abounding in* beasts 
<?f prey !— 

“ ‘Thus remembering Damayanti, the king of the Nishadhas 
continued to live unknown in the abode of that mQnarch !* n 
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Thus ends the sixty-seventh Section in the Nalopakhyin* 
of the Yana Parva. 


Section LXVIII. 

(NalopaJchydna Parva continued.) 

“Vrihadagwa said. ‘After Nala, despoiled of his kingdom* 
had, with his wife, become a bondsman, Bhima with the desire 
of seeing Nala, sent out Brahmanas to search for him. And 
giving them profuse wealth, Bhima, enjoined them, saying, — Do 
ye search for Nala, and also for my daughter Damayanti ! He 
who achieveth this task, viz , ascertaining where the ruler of 
the Nishadhas is, bringeth him and my daughter hither, will 
obtain from me a thousand kine, and fields, and a village 
resembling a town. Even if failing to bring Damayanti and Nala 
here, he that succeeds in learning their whereabouts, will get 
from me the wealth represented by a thousand kine. — Thus 
addressed, the Brahmanas cheerfully went out in all directions, 
seeking Nala and his wife in cities and provinces. But Nala 
or his spouse they found not anywhere. Until at length 
searching in the beautiful city of the Chedis, a Brahmana 
named Sudeva, during the time of the king’s prayers, saw the 
princess of Vidharbha in the palace of the king, seated with 
Sunanda. And her incomparable beauty was slightly percepti- 
ble, like the brightness of a fire enveloped in curls of smoke. 
Iknd beholding that lady of large eyes, soiled and emaciated* 
he decided her to be Damayanti, coming to that conclusion 
from various reasons. And Sudeva said, — As I saw her before, 
this damsel is even so at present. 0, I am blest, by casting 
my eyes on this fair one, like Sree herself delighting all the 
worlds ! Resembling the full moon, of unchanging youth,* of 
well-rounded breasts, illumining all sides by her splendour, 
possessed of large eyes like beautiful lotuses, like unto Kama’s 

♦ The word in the text as gfama which means a damsel always 
appearing sixteen. So Nilakantha. Others say that it means a woman 
having a body warm in winter and cool in summer and having also a 
a slender waist, together with, many other virtues. 
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B ati herself, the delight of all the worlds like the rays of the 
full Moon, O, she looketh like a lotus stalk transplanted by 
adverse fortune from the Vidharbha lake and covered with 
mire in the process. And oppressed with grief on account 
of her husband, and malancholy, she looketh like the night of 
the full moon when Rahu hath swallowed that luminary, or 
like a stream whose current hath dried up. Her plight is very 
much like that of a ravaged lake with the leaves of its lotuses 
crushed by the trunks of elephants, and with its birds and 
fowls affrighted by the invasion. Indeed, this girl, of a delicate 
frame, and of lovely limbs, and deserving to dwell in a man* 
sion decked with gems, is (now) like an uprooted lotus-stalk 
scorched by the Sun. Endued with beauty and generosity 
of nature, and destitute of ornaments though deserving of 
them, she looketh like the Moon ‘new bent in heaven* but 
covered with black clouds. Destitute of comforts and luxuries, 
separated from loved ones and fiiends, she liveth in distress, 
supported by the hope of beholding her lord. Verily, the 
husband is the best ornament of a woman however destitute 
of ornaments. Without her husband beside her, this lady, 
though beautiful, shineth not. It is a hard feat achieved by 
Nala in that he liveth without succumbing to grief, though 
separated from such a wife. Beholding this damsel, possessed 
of black hair and of eyes like lotus-leaves, in woe though 
deserving of bliss, even my heart is pained ! Alas ! when 
shall this girl graced with auspicious marks and devoted to her 
husband, crossing this ocean of woe, regain the company of 
her lord, like Rohini* regaining the Moon’s ? Surely, the king 
of the Nishadhas will experience in regaining her the de* 
light that a king deprived of his kingdom experieneeth in 
regaining his kingdom. Equal to her in nature -and age and 
extraction, Nala deserveth the daughter of Vidharbha, and 
this damsel of black eyes also deserveth him. It behoveth me 
to comfort the queen of that hero of immeasurable prowess 
and endued with energy and might, (since) she is so eager 
of beholding her husband. I will console this afflicted girl 


* Rohini is the wife of the Moon, 
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of face like the full Moon, and suffering distress that sb 
had never before endued, and ever meditating on her lord.—* 

“ Vrihada$wa continued* ‘Having thus reflected on fchea 
various circumstances and signs, the Brahmana, Swdeva, ap 
proached Damayanti, and addressed her, saying, — O princes 
of Vidharbha, I am Sudeva, the dear friend of thy brother 
I have come here, seeking thee, at the desire of king Bhixni 
Thy father is well, and also thy mother, and thy brothers. Am 
thy son and daughter, blessed with length of days, are* living 
in peace. Thy relatives, though alive, are almost dead on th; 
account, and hundreds of Brahmanas are ranging the world h 
search of thee ! — * 

“ Vrihada9\va continued* ‘O Yudhishthira, Damayanti re 
cognising Sudeva, asked him respecting all her relatives ant 
kindred one after another. And, O monarch, oppressed wit! 
grief, the princess of Vidharbha began to weep bitterly, al 
the unexpected sight of Sudeva, that foremost of Brahmana* 
and the friend of her brother. And, O Bharata beholding 
Damayanti weeping, and conversing in private with Sudeva 
Sunanda was distressed, and going to her mother informed 
her, saying , — Sairindhri is weeping bitterly in the presence 
of Brahmana. If thou like, satisfy thyself ! And thereupon 
the mother of the king of the Chedis, issuing from the innei 
apartments of the palace, came to the place where the gir 
(Damayanti) was with that Brahmana. Then calling Sudeva 
O king, the queen-mother asked him, — Whose wife is thit 
fair one, and whose daughter ? How hath this lady of beautiful 
eyes, been deprived of the company of her relatives and od 
her husband as well ? And how also hast thou come to knon 
this lady fallen into such a plight ? I wish to hear all thk 
in detail from thee. Do thou truly relate unto me who am 
asking thee about this damsel of celestial beauty ! — Then, € 
king, thus addressed by the queen-mother, Sudeva, that best 
of Brahmanas, sat at his ease, and began to relate the true 
history of Damayanti !* ” 

Thus ends the sixty-eighth Section in the Nalopakhyanf 
of the Vana Parva, 



Section LXIX. 

( Nalopdkhydna Parva continued . )* 

4t ‘Sudeva said, — There is a virtuous and illustrious ruler 
the Vidharvas, Bhima by name. This blessed lady is his 
ughter, and widely known by the name of Damayanti. 
id there is a king ruling the Nishadhas, named Nala the 
i of Virasena. This blessed lady is the wife of that wise 
d righteous monarch. Defeated at dice by his brother, and 
spoiled of his kingdom, that king, accompanied by Dama* 
nti, went away without the knowledge of any one. We 
ve been wandering over the whole earth in search of Dama* 
nti. And that girl is at last found in the house of thy son. 
i woman existeth that is her rival in beauty. Between the 
e-brows of this ever-youthful damsel, there is an excellent 
>le from birth, resembling a lotus. Noticed by us (before) 
seems to have disappeared, covered (as her forehead is) with 
coat of ) dust even like the Moon hid in clouds. Placed 
ere by the Creator himself as an indication of prosperity 
d wealth, that mole is visible faintly, like the cloud-covered 
nar crescent of the first day of the lighted fortnight. And 
vered as her body is with dust, her beauty hath not dis- 
>peared. Though careless of her person, it is still manifest, 
id shineth like gold. And this girl — goddess-like — capable 
1 being identified by this form of hers and that male, hath 
>en discovered by me as one discovereth a fire that is covered, 
r its heat ! — ’ 

“ ‘O king, hearing these words of Sudeva, Sunanda wash* 
l the dust that covered the mole between Damayanti’s eye* 
'ows. And thereupon it became visible like the Moon in 
le sky, just emerged from the clouds. And seeing that mole, 
Bkarata, Sunanda and the queen-mother began to weep, 
xd embracing Damayanti stood silent for a while. And the 
leen-mother, shedding tears as she spoke, said in gentle 
scents, — By this thy mole, I find that thou art the daughter 
P my sister. O beauteous girl, I and thy mother are both 
aughters of the high-SQuled Sudaman, the ruler of the 
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Dagarnas. She was bestowed upon king Bhima, and I on 
Viravahu. I witnessed thy birth at our father’s palace in the 
country of the Dagamas. O beautiful one, my house is to 
thee even as thy father’s. And this wealth, O Damayanti, 
is thine as much as mine ! — At this, O king, Damayanti bow- 
ing down to her mother’s sister with a glad heart, spake unto 
her these words, — Unrecognised, I have still lived happily 
with thee, every want of mine satisfied and myself cared for 
by thee ! And happy as my stay hath been, it would, with- 
out doubt, be happier still. But, mother, I have long been 
an exile. It behoveth thee, therefore, to grant me permission 
(to depart). My son and daughter, sent to my father’s palace, 
are living there. Deprived of their father, and of their 
mother also, how are they passing their days stricken with 
sorrow ! If thou wishest to do what is agreeable to me, do 
thou, without loss of time, order a vehicle for I wish to go 
to the Vidharbhas ! — At this, O king, the sister of (Dama- 
yanti’s) mother, with a glad heart, said, So be it. And the 
queen-mother, with her son’s permission, O chief of the Bha- 
ratas, sent Damayanti in a handsome litter earned by men, 
protected by a large escort and provided with food and drink 
and garments of the first quality. And soon enough she 
reached the country of the Vidharbhas. And all her relatives, 
rejoicing (in her arrival) received her with respect. And see- 
ing her relatives, her children, both her parents, and all her 
maids, to be well, the illustrious Damayanti, O king, worshipp- 
ed the gods and Brahmanas according to the most superior 
method. And the king, rejoiced at beholding his daughter, gave 
unto Sudeva a thousand kine and much wealth and a village. 
And, O king, having spent that night at her father’s mansion 
and recovered from fatigue, Damayanti addressed her mother, 
saying, — O mother, if thou wishest me to live, I tell thee 
truly, do thou endeavour to bring Naia, that hero among 
me n ! — Thus addressed by Damayanti, the venerable queen 
became filled with sorrow. And bathed in tears, she was 
unable to give any answer. And beholding her in that plight, 
all the inmates of the inner apartments broke out into exclama- 
tions of Oh ! and Alas / and began to cry Utterly, And 
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then the queen addressed the mighty monarch Bhima, say- 
ing, — Thy daughter Damayanti moumeth on account of hei 
husband. Nay, banishing away all bashfulness, she hath 
herself, O king, declared her mind to me. Let thy men strive 
to find out (Nala) the righteous ! — Thus informed by her, the 
king sent the Br&hmanas under him in all drrections, saying, 
Exert ye to discover Nala / And those Brahmanas, com- 
manded by the ruler of the Yidharvas (to seek Nala), appear- 
ed before Damayanti and told her of the journey they were 
about to undertake. And Bhima’s daughter spake unto them 
saying,— Do ye cry in every realm, and in every assembly, — 
O beloved gambler , where hast thou gone , cutting off half oj 
my garment , and deserting thy dear and devoted wife asleep 
in the forest i And that girl , as commanded by thee, stay - 
6th expecting thee , clad in half a piece of cloth and burning 
with grief! O king , O hero , relent towards qnd answer her 
who incessantily weepeth for that grief ! This and more ye 
will say, so that he may be inclined to pity me. Assisted by 
the wind, fire consumeth the forest. (Further, ye will say that] 
the wife is always to be protected and maintained by the hus- 
band. Why then , good as thou art and acquainted with every 
duty , hast thou neglected both the duties i Possessed of fame 
and wisdom , and lineage , and kindness , why hast thou been 
unkind ? I fear , this is owing to the loss of my good luck i 
Therefore , 0 thou tiger among men , have pity on me, O bull 
among men ! I have heard it from thee that kindness is the 
highest virtue ! Speaking so, if anybody answereth you, that 
person should by all means, be known, and ye should learn 
who he is, and where he dwelleth. And ye foremost of rege- 
nerate ones, do } r e bring me the words of him who hearing 
this speech of ye will chance to answer ye ! Ye should also 
act with such care that no one may know the words ye utter 
to be at my command, nor that ye will come back to me ! 
And ye should also learn whether the man that answers ia 
wealthy, or poor, or destitute of power, in fact all about him !— 
" * Thus instructed by Damayanti, O king, the Brahmanas 
Set out in all directions in search of Nala overtaken with st*ci 
disaster. And the Brfchmanas, 0 king, searched for him is 
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cities and kingdoms and Tillages, and asylums of ascetics, anil 
places inhabited* by cow-herds. And, O monarch, wherever 
they went they recited the speeches that Damayanti had 
directed them to do/ ” 

thus ends the sixty-ninth Section in the Nalop&khyana of 
the Yana Parva, 


Section LXX. 

( Nalopdkhyana Parva continued . ) 

w Vrihada$wa said. 4 After a long time had passed away f 
a Brahmana named ParnSida returned to the city (of the 
Vidarbhas), and said unto the daughter of Bhima, — O Dama- 
yauti, seeking Nala, the king of Nishadhas, I came to the 
city of Ayodhya, and appeared before Bhangasuri ! And, O 
best of women, I repeated those words of thine in the presence 
of the blessed Rituparna. But hearing them neither that 
ruler of men, nor his courtiers, answered anything although 
I uttered them repeatedly. Then, after I had been dis- 
missed by the monarch, I was accosted by a person in the 
service of Rituparna, named Vahuka. And Vahuka is the 
charioteer of that king, of unsightly appearance and possessed 
of short arms. And he is skilful in driving with speed, and 
well acquainted with the art of cookery. And sighing fre- 
quently, and weeping again and again, he inquired about my 
welfare and afterwards said these words, — Chaste women, 
although fallen into distress, yet protect themselves, and thus 
certainly secure heaven. Although they may be deserted by 
their lords, they do not yet become angry on that account, for 
women that are chaste lead thin lives, encased in the armour 
of virtuous behaviour. It behoveth her not to be angry, since he 
that deserted her was overwhelmed with calamity, and deprived 
of every bliss. A beauteous and virtuous woman should not 
be angry with one that was deprived by birds of his garment 
while striving to procure sustenance and who is being con* 
sumed with grie£ Whether treated well or ill, such a wife 
should never indulge in ire, beholding her husband in that 
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Oppressed with hunger and overwhelmed with calamity?— 
Hearing these words of his, I have speedily come here. Thott 
hast now heard aiL Do what thou thinkest proper, and in- 
form the king of it ! 

“ ‘O king, having heard these words of Parn&da, Dama- 
yanti with tearful eyes came to her mother, and spake unto 
her in private, — O mother, king Bhima should not, by any 
means, be made acquainted with my purpose. In thy pre- 
sence will I employ that best of Br&hmanas, Sudeva ! If thou 
desirest my welfare, act in such a way that king Bhima may 
not know my purpose. Let Sudeva without delay go hence 
to the city of Ayodhya, for the purpose of bringing Nala, O 
mother, having performed the same auspicious rites by virtue 
of which he had speedily brought me into the midst ef 
friends ! — With these words, after Pamada had recovered from 
fatigue, the princess of Vidarbha worshipped him with profuse 
wealth, and also said, — When Nala will come here, O Brah- 
mana, I will bestow on thee wealth in abundance again ! 
Thou hast done me immense service which none else, indeed, 
can do me, for, ( owing to that service of thine ) O thou 
best of the regenerate ones, I shall speedily regain my (lost) 
lord ! — And thus addressed by Damayanti, that high-minded 
Brahmana comforted her, uttering benedictory words of aus- 
picious import, and then went home, regarding his mission 
to have been successful. And after he had gone away, 
Damayanti oppressed with grief and distress, calling Sudeva, 
addressed him, O Yudhishthira, in the presence of her mother, 
saying,— O Sudeva, go thou to the city of Ayodhya, straight 
as a bird, and tell king Rituparna living there, theso words ; — 
Bhima’s daughter, Damayanti will hold another Swayamvara « 
All the kings and princes are hieing thither. Calculating the 
time, I find that the ceremony will take place tomorrow. C 
repressor of foes, if it is possible for thee, go thither without 
delay ! Tomorrow, after the sun hath risen, she will choose 
a second husband, as she doth not know whethlr the heroic 
Nala liveth or not ! — And addressed by her, O monarch thus 
Sudeva set out. And he said unto Rituparna, all that he 
had been directed to say/ ** 
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' Thus ends thb seventieth Section in the Naloift&hjrtaft «f 
the Yana Parva, 1 


Section LXXI. 

(NalopcUchyana Parva continued.) 

Yrihada^wa continued. ‘Having heard the words of Sudeva, 
king Rifcupama, soothing Yfihuku with gentle words, said, — O 
Vfthuka, thou art well-skilled in training and guiding horses. 
If it pleases thee, I intend to go to Damayanti’s Swayamvara 
in course of a single day 1 — Thus addressed, O son of Kunti, 
by that king, Nala felt his heart to be bursting in grief. And 
the*high-souled king seemed tobum in sorrow. And he thought 
within himself, — Perhaps, Damayanti in doing this is blinded 
by sorrow. Or, perhaps, she hath conceived this magnificient 
scheme for my sake. Alas, cruel is the deed that the inno- 
cent princess of Vidarbha intends to do, having been de- 
ceived by my sinful and low self of little sense. It is seen 
in the world that the nature of woman is inconstant. My 
offence also hath been great ; perhaps she is acting so because 
she hath no longer any love for me owing to my separation 
from her.* Indeed, that girl of slender waist, afflicted with 
grief on my account and with despair, will not certainly do 
any thing of the kind, when, especially, she is the mother of 
offspring (by me). However, whether this is true or false, I 
shall ascertain with certitude by going thither. I will, there- 
fore, accomplish Rituparna’s and my own purpose also. — Hav- 
ing resolved thus in his mind, V&huka, with heart in sorrow, 
spake unto king Rituparana, with joined hands, saying, — O 
monarch, I bow to thy behest, and, O tiger among men, I 
will go to the city of the Vidarbhas in a single day, O king f 
Then, O monarch! at the command of the royal son of Bhafc- 

* There is a substantial difference of reading here. The reading I 
prefer is Vi9&$&dy atcn o MMd d~* hm love (for me) extinguished (or lost) 
owing to separation. This -naturally follows the king’s exclamation 
about the inconstancy of womah. The other reading is Vtmtd yak t- 
0 Qu/iridd l the first word meaning without self-control” 
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gisura, Vihuka went to the stables and began to examine 
the horses. And repeatedly urged by Rituparna to make hasten 
Vihuka after much scrutiny and careful deliberation, selected 
some steeds that were lean-fleshed yet strong and capable of 
a long journey and endued with energy and strength, of high 
breed and docility, free from inauspicious, marks, with wide 
nostrils and swelling cheeks, free from faults as regards the 
ten hairy curls, born in (the country of ) Sindhu, and fleet as 
the winds. And seeing those horses, the king said somewhat 
angrily,— What is this, that thou wishest to do ? Thou shouldst 
not jest with us. How can these horses of mine, weak in strengh 
und breath, carry us ? And how shall we be able to go this 
long way by help of these ? — Vahuka replied, — Each of these 
horses bears one curl on his forehead, two on his temples, 
four on his sides, four on his chest, and one on his back.* 
Without doubt, these steeds will be able to go to the country 
of the Vidarbhas. If, >0 king, thou thinkest of choosing 
others, point them out and I shall yoke them for thee ! — Ritu- 
parna rejoined, — O Vahuka, thou art versed in the science 
of horses, and art also skilful (in guiding them.) Do thou 
speedily yoke those that thou thinkest to be able ! There* 
upon the skilful Nala yoked unto the car four excellent 
steeds of good breed that were, besides, docile and fleet. 
And after the steeds had been yoked, the king without lots 
of time mounted upon the car, when those best of homes fell 
down upon the ground on their knees. Then, O king, that 
foremost of men, the blessed king Nala began to soothe those 
horses endued with energy and strength. And raising them qp 
with the reins, and making the charioteer Varshneya sit on 
the car, he prepared to set out with great speed. And thope 
best of steeds, duly urged by Vahuka, rose to the/sky, confound* 
ing the occupant of the vehicle. And beholding those steeds 
gifted with the speed of the wind thus drawing the cai; the 
blessed king of Ayodhya was exceedingly amazed. And 
noticing the rattle of the car and also the management of the 


* Some texts omit this Sloka. It is, however, noticed by NUakanth* 
who explains this, counting in all twelve curls. * 
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steeds, Varshneya reflected upon Vihuka'* skill in guiding 
horses. And he thought, — Is be M&tali, the charioteer o 
the king of the celestials ? I find the same magnificient in* 
dications in the heroic Vahuka. Or, hath Salihotra versed 
in the science of horses taken this human shape so beautiful ? 
Or, is it king Nala the reducer of hostile towns that hath 
come here ? Or, it may be that this Vahuka knoweth the 
science that Nala knoweth, for I perceive that the knowledge 
of Vahuka is equal to that of Nala. Further, Vahuka and 
Nala are of the same age. This one, again, may not bo Nala 
of high prowess, but somebody of equal knowledge. Ulus* 
trious persons, however, walk this earth in disguise in conse- 
quence of misfortune, or agreeably to the ordinance of the 
scriptures. That this person is of unsightly appearance need 
not change my opinion ; for Nala, I think, may even be 
despoiled of his personal features. In respect of age this one 
equals Nala. There is difference, however, in personal ap- 
pearance. Vahuka, again, is endued with every accomplish- 
ment. I think, therefore, he is Nala. Having thus reasoned 
long in his mind, O mighty monarch, Varshneya, the (former) 
charioteer of the righteous Nala, became absorbed in thought. 
And that foremost of kings Rituparna, also, beholding the skill 
of Vahuka in equestrian science, experienced great delight, 
along with his charioteer Varshneya. And thinking of Vahuka s 
application and ardour and the manner of his holding the 
reins, the king felt exceedingly glad.' ” 

Thus ends the seventy-first Section in the Nalopakhyana 
Of the Vana Parva. 


Section LXXII, 

(Nalopakhyana Parva continued.) 

u Vrihada9wa said. ‘Like a bird coursing through the sky, 
Nala soon crossed rivers and mountains, and woods, and lakes. 
And while the car was coursing thus, that conqueror of hos- 
tile cities, the royal son of Bhangasura, saw his upper gar- 
ment drop down on the ground. And as soon as his garment 
had dropped down, the high-minded monarch, without loss 
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of time, told Nala, — I intend to recover it. O thou of 
profound intelligence, restrain these steeds endued with ex* 
ceeding swiftness until Varshneya bringeth back my garment 1 

Thereupon Nala replied unto him, — Thy sheet is dropped 
down far away. We have travelled one yojana* thence. 
Therefore, it is incapable of being recovered* — After Nala had 
addressed him thus, O king, the royal son of Bhangasura came 
upon a Vibhitaka tree with fruits in a forest. And seeing that 
tree, the king hastily said to Vahuka, — O charioteer, do thou 
also behold my high proficiency in calculation 1 All men do 
not know every thing. There is no one that is versed in every 
knowledge. Knowledge in its entirety is not found in any one 
person. O Vahuka, the leaves and fruits of this tree that 
are lying on the ground respectively exceed those that are on 
it by one hundred and one. The two branches of the tree 
have fifty millions of leaves, and two thousand and ninety 
five fruits. Do thou examine these two branches and all their 
boughs ! — Thereupon staying the car, Vahuka addressed the 
king, saying, — O crusher of foes, thou takest credit to thyself 
in a matter which is beyond my perception. But, O monarch, 
I will ascertain it by the direct evidence of my senses, by 
cutting down the Vibhitaka, O king, when I actually count, 
it will no longer be matter of speculation. Therefore, in thy 
presence, O monarch. I will hew down this Vibhitaka ! I do 
not know whether it be or be not (as thou hast said). In thy 
presence, O ruler of men, I will count the fruits and leaves. 
Let Varshneya hold the reins of the horses for a while.-— Unto 
the charioteer the king replied, — There is no time to lose.-r» 
But Vahuka answered with humility, — Stay thou a short 
Space, or, if thou art in a hurry, go then, making Varshneya 
thy charioteer. The road lies direct and even. — And at this, 
O son of the Kuru race, soothing Vahuka, Rituparna said,— 
O Vahuka, thou art the only charioteer, there is none other 
in this world ! And, O thou versed in horse-lore, it is through 
thy help that I expect to go to the Vidarbhas I I place 

* About nine miles. Some say, it is only 5 miles, or, even 4 milts 
And a half. Vide Wilson’s J>i*u 
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nxyaelf in thy . hands. It behoveth thee not to cause ai 
obstacle ! And, O Vihuka, whatever thy wish I will grai 
it if taking me to the country of the Vidarbhas, today the 
makest me see the sun rise ! — At this, Vahuka answered hir 
saying, — After having counted (the leaves and fruits of th< 
Vibhitaka, I shall proceed to Vidarbha, do thou agree 
my words ! Then the king reluctantly told him,— C oue 
A nd on counting the leaves and fruits of a portion of th 
branch, thou wilt be satisfied of the truth of my assertion !- 
And thereupon Vahuka speedily alighted from the car, ax 
felled that tree. And struck with amazement upon findix 
the fruits, after calculation, to be what the king had s&i 
he addressed the king, saying,, — O monarch, this thy pow 
is wonderful ! I desire, O prince, to know the art by whi< 
thou hast ascertained all this ! — And at this, the king, intei 
upon proceeding speedily, said unto Vahuka, — Know that 
am proficient at dice besides being versed in numbers !— Ai 
V&huka said unto him, — Impart unto me this knowledge, an 
O bull among men, take from me my knowledge of horses !- 
And king Rituparna, having regard to the importance of tl 
act that depended upon Vahuka’s good-will, and tempted al 
by the horse-lore (that his charioteer possessed), said. — So 1 
it. As solicited by tbee, receive this science of dice fre 
me, and, O Vahuka, let my equine science remain with th 
in trust ! — And saying this, Rituparna imparted unto Na 
the science (he desired). And Nala upon becoming acquaint 
with the science of dice, Kali came out of his body, incessant 
vomitting from his mouth the virulent poison of Karkotak 
And when Kali, afflicted (by Damayanti’s curse), came o 
( of Nala’s body ) the fire of that curse also left Ks 
Indeed, long had been the time for which the king had be 
afflicted by Kali, as if he were of unregenerate soul. A: 
freed from the poison, Kali regained his native form. A 
Nala the ruler of the Nishadhas, in wrath, was bent up 
cursing Kali, when the latter, frightened, and trembli) 
said with joined hands, — control thy wrath, O king ! I w 
render thee illustrious! Indrasena's mother had forme] 
cursed me in anger when she had been deserted by thee ! E* 
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jh nee that time undergoing sore affliction I resided in tf&e, 
O mighty monarch, O unconquered one, miserably and burning 
night and day with the venom of the prince of snakes ! I seek 
thy protection ! If thou dost not curse me who am affrighted 
mid seek thy protection, then those men that will attentively 
recite thy history, shall be even free from fear on my account I 
—And thus addressed by Kali, king Nala controlled his wrath* 
And thereupon the frightened Kali speedily entered into 
the Vibhitaka tree. And while Kali was conversing with 
Naishadha, he was invisible to others. And delivered from 
his afflictions, and having counted the fruits of that tree, the 
king, filled with great joy and high energy, mounted on the 
car and proceeded with energy, urging those fleet horses. And 
from the touch of Kali the Vibhitaka * tree from that hour 
fell into disrepute. And Nala, with a glad heart, began to urge 
those foremost of steeds which sprang into the air once and 
again like creatures endued with wings. And the illustrious 
monarch drove (the car) in the direction of the Vidarbhaa, 
And after Nala had gone far away, Kali also returned to his 
abode. And abondoned by Kali, O king, that lord of earth, 
the royal Nala, became freed from clamity though he did not 
assume his native form.’ ” 

Thus ends the seventy-second Section in the Nalopakhyana 
of the Yana Parva. 


Section LXXIII, 

( KalopaJchyana Parva continued . ) 

“ Vrihada<jwa said. 'After Rituparna of prowess incapable 
3f being baffled had, in the evening, arrived at the city of the 
Vidarbhas, the people brought unto king Bhima the tidings 
'of his arrival). And at the invitation of Bhima, the king 
'of Ayodhya) entered the city of Kundina, filling with the 
rattle of his car all the ten points, direct and transverse, of the 
lorizon. And the steeds of Nala that were in that city 
leard that sound, and hearing itr they became delighted as 

* Ttrfiinaliq tefonca, Its fruits do not serve any purpose. 
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they used to be in the presence of Nala himself. And Dama- 
yanti also heard the sound of that car driven by Nala, like the 
deep roar of the clouds in the rainy season. And hearing 
that loud sound she wondered much. And both the daughter 
of Bhkna&nd the steeds (of Nala) regarded the clatter of 
that car to be like that which they used to hear in days of 
yore when king Nala himself urged his own steeds. And 
the peacocks on the terraces, and the elephants in the stables, 
and the horses also, all heard the rattle of RItupama’s car. And 
hearing that sonnd, so like the roar of the clouds, the elephants 
and the peacocks, O king, began to utter their cries, facing 
that direction, and filled with delight such as they experience 
when they hear the actual roar of the clouds. And Damayanti 
said, — Because the rattle of this car filling the whole earth, 
gladdens my heart, it must be king Nala (that has come). If 
1 do not see Nala, of face bright as the moon, that hero 
with countless virtues, I shall certainly die ! If I am not 
. clasped to-day in that hero’s thrilling embrace, I shall certainly 
cease to be ! If Naishadha with voice deep as that of the 
clouds doth not come to me to-day, I shall enter into a pyre 
of golden brilliance. If that foremost of kings, powerful as a 
lion, and gifted with the strength of an infuriate elephant, 
doth not present himself before me, I shall certainly cease to 
live. I de not remember a single untruth in him, or a single 
wrong done by him to others. Never hath he spoken an 
untruth even in jest ! Oh, my Nala is exalted and forgiving 
and heroic and munificent and superior to all other kings, 
apd faithful to his marriage vow* and like unto a eunuch 
m respect of other females. Night and day dwelling upon 
his pefections, my heart, in absence of that dear one, is about 
to burst in grief 1 — ’ 

^'Thus bewailing as if deviod of sense, Damayanti, O 
Bh&rata, ascended the terrace (of her mansion) with the 
desire of seeing the righteous Nala. And in the yard of the 


* Raho-aneechdnuvartee. Rahas, acts of privacy ; aneechd mivartin, 
one that does not behave like a low person. The sense is tli&t Nala 
never, in contravention of hv§ marriage vows, enjoyed other women. 
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central mansion she beheld king Ritupama oh the car with 
V&r&hneya and Vahuka. And Yarshneya and Vkhixka, Si* 
scending from that excellent vehicle, unyoked the steedfc, 
and kept the vehicle itself in a proper place. And king Ritu- 
parna also, descending from the car, presented himself before 
king Bhima possessed of terrible prowess And Bhima re- 
ceived him with great respect, for in the absence of a proper 
occasion, a great person cannot be had (as a guest)* And 
honored by Bhima, king Rituparna looked about him again 
and again, but saw no traces of the Swyarrwcn'a . And the 
ruler of the Vidarbhas, O Bharata, approaching Rituparna, 
said, — Welcome ! What is the occasion of this thy visit ?— 
And king Bhima asked this without knowing that Ritupama 
had come to obtain the hand of his daughter* And king 
Rituparna, of unbaffled prowess and gifted with intelligence, 
saw that there were no other kings or princes. Nor did 
he hear any talk relating to the Sw&yamvara, nor saw any 
concourse of Brahmanas. And at this, the king of Ko^ala 
reflected awhile and at length said, — I have come here to pay 
my respects to thee ! — And king Bhima was struck with 
astonishment, and reflected upon the ( probable ) cause of 
Rituparna’s coming, having passed over an hundred yojanas . 
And he reflected, — That passing by other sovereigns, and leav- 
ing behind him innumerable countries, he should come simply 
to pay his respects to me is scarcely the reason of this arrival. 
What he assigneth to be the cause of his coming appeareth 
to be a trifle. However, I shall learn the true reason in the 
future. — And although king Bhima thought so, he did not 
dismiss Rituparna summarily, but said unto him again tod 
again, — Rest, thou art weary ! — And honored thus by t&e 


* The half-sloka beginning with Akasmdt Sc. forms, I suspect, the 
first line of the 21st slofca (as rendered here), otherwise if it ja re- 
garded as the 1st line of the 22nd, it would have no meaning. It 
should be observed also that Streemantram is evidently a mis- reading 
for qrimantam. To what desperate expedients are editors reduced to 
give a sense to passages that become quite intelligible by a little trans- 
position t 
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pleased Bhima, king Ritupama was satisfied, and with a de* 
lighted heart, he went to his appointed quarters followed by 
the servants of the royal household/ 

“ Vrihada^wa continued. ‘And, O king, after Ritupama 
had gone away with Varshneya, Vihuka took the car to the 
stables* And there freeing the steeds, and tending them 
according to rule, and soothing them himself, sat down cn a 
side of the car* Meanwhile, the princess of Vidarbha, Da~ 
mayanti, afflicted with grief, having beheld the royal son of 
Bhangisura, and Varshneya of the Suta race, and also Va- 
huka in that guise, asked herself, — Whose is this car-rattle T 
It was loud as that of Nala, but I do not see the ruler of 
the Nishadhas! Certainly, Varshneya hath learnt the art 
Trom Nala, and it is for this that the rattle of the car driven 
by him hath been even like that of Nala ! Or, is Ritupama 
equally skilled with Nala so that the rattle of his car seem- 
eth to be like that of Nala ? — And reflecting thus, O monarch, 
the blessed and beauteous girl sent a female messenger in 
search of Naishadha/ ” 

Thus ends the seventy-third Section in the Nalopakhyana 
of the Vana Parva, 


Section LXXIV. 

( Nalopakhyana Parva continued . ) 

u ‘Damayanti said, — 0 Ke^ini, go thou and learn who that 
charioteer is that sitteth by the car, unsightly and possessed 
of short arms ! O blessed one, 0 faultless one, approaching 
tiim, cautiously and with soft words, make thou the usual 
anquries of courtesy and learn all particulars truly* Having 
regard to the feeling of satisfaction my mind experienceth, 
and the delight my heart feeleth, I am greatly afraid this one 
is king Nala himself. And, O faultless one, having inquired 
after his welfare, thou shalt speak unto him the words of 
Parairda* And, O beauteous one, understand the reply he 
may make thereto ! — Thus instructed, that female-messenger, 
going cautiously, while the blessed Damayanti watched from 
the terrace, addressed Vahuka in these words, — 0 foremost 
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bf men, thou art welcome ! I wish thee happiness! O bulf 
among men, hear now the words of Damajanti ! When diet 
ye all set out, and with what object have ye come hither 
Tell us truly, for the princess of Vidarbha wisheth to hear 
it I— Thus addressed, Vahuka answered, — The illustrious king 
of Kogala had heard from a Brahmana that & second Swyam- 
Vara of Damayanti would take place. And hearing it, he hath 
come here, by the, help of excellent steeds fleet as the wind 
and capable of going an hundred yojanas. I am his chario- 
teer. — Ke9ini then asked, — Whence doth the third among' 
you come, and whose (son) is he ? And whose son art thou, 
and how hast thou come to do this work ? Thus questioned, 
Vahuka replied, — He (of whom thou inquirest) was the chario- 
teer of the virtuous Nala, and known to all by the name of 
Varshneya. After Nala had, O beauteous one, left his king- 
dom, he came to the son of Bhangasura ! I am skilled in 
horse-lore, and have, therefore, been appointed as charioteer^ 
Indeed, king Rituparna hath himself chosen me as his chario- 
teer and cook ! — At this Kecjini rejoined, — Perhaps Varshneya 
knoweth where king Nala hath gone, and O Vahuka, he may 
also have spoken to thee (about his master) ! — Vahuka then 
said, — Having brought hither the children of Nala of excellent 
deeds, Varshneya went away whither he listed. He doth not 
know where Naishadha is. Nor, O illustrious one, doth any 
body else know Nala’s whereabouts ; for the king (in calamity) 
wandereth over the world in disguise and despoiled of (his 
native) beauty ! Nala’s self only knoweth Nala, and she &I39 
that is his second self. Nala never disco vereth his marks of 
indent ity anywhere. — Thus addressed, Ke<jini returned, — the * 
Brahmana that had before this gone to Ayodhya, had repeated- 
ly said these words suitable to female lips, — 0 beloved gambler , 
where hast thou gone , cutting oft half my piece of cloth , and 
deserting me — his dear and devoted wife asleep in the woods ! 
And she herself as commanded by him { waiteth expecting him* 
clad in half a garment and burning day and night in grief t 
O king , 0 hero, do thou relent towards her that weepeth 
ceaselessly for that calamity, and do thou give her an answer I 
0 illustrious one , do thou speak the 'words agreeable unto her. 
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^br Me blameless oite panteth to hear them ! t Healing these 
Words of the Br&hmana thou didst formerly give a reply ! The 
princess of Vidarbha again wisheth to hear the words thou 
didst then say ! — ’ - 

“ Vrihadagwa continued. *0 son of the Kuru race, hearing 
these words of Ke$ini, N ala's heart was pained, and his eyes 
became filled with tears. And repressing his sorrow, the king, 
who was burning in grief, said again these words, in accents 
choked with tears, — Chaste women , though overtaken by cafLa - 
mity, yet protect themselves , and thereby secure heaven f 
Women that are chaste , deserted by their lords, never becfome 
angry, but continue to live, cased in virtue’s mctiL Desertka? 
by one fallen into calamity, bereft of sense, and despoiled of 
bliss, it behoveth her not to be angry t A virtuous lady 
should not be angry with one that was deprived by birds 
of his garment while striving to procure sustenance and who 
is burning in misery ! Whether treated well or ill she 
should never be angry, seeing her husband in that plight, 
despoiled of his kingdom, bereft of prosperity, oppressed with 
hunger, and overwhelmed with calamity ! — And, O Bharata, 
while speaking thus, Nala, oppressed with grief, could not 
restrain his tears, but began to weep ! And thereupon Kegim 
went back to Damayanti, and acquainted her with every- 
thing about that conversation as well as that outburst of 
grief ¥ ” 

Thus ends the seventy* fourth Section in the Nalopakhyana 
Of the Yana Parva. 


Section LXXV* 

(NalopdJchydna Parva continued .) 

*Yrihada$wa said. ‘Hearing everything, Damayanti be- 
came oppressed with grief, and suspecting the person to 
be Nala, said unto Kecjini, — 0 Ke<jini, go thou again, and 
examine V&huka, and staying in silence at his side mark thou 
his conduct ! And, O beauteous one, whenever he happen* 
to do anything skilful, do thou observe well his acts whil< 
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accomplishing it !* And, O Ke<jini, whenever he may ask 
water or fire, with the view of offering him obstruction thou 
shalt be in no hurry to give it. And marking everything 
about his behaviour come thou and tell me ! And whatever 
human or superhuman*}* thou seest in Vahuka, together with 
anything else, should all be reported unto me !— And thus 
addressed by Damayanti, Ke<jini went away, and having marked 
the conduct of that person versed in horse-lore, she came badfe 
And she related unto Damayanti all that had happened, 
indeed, everything of human and superhuman that she had 
witnessed in Vahuka. And Ke<jini said, — O Damayanti, a 
person of such control over the elements J I have never before 
seen or heard! Whenever he cometh to a low passage, 
he never stoopeth down, but seeing him, the passage itself 
groweth in height so that he may pass through it easily! 
And at his approach, impassable narrow holes open wide. 
King Bhima had sent various kinds of meat — of diverse 
animals, for Rituparna’s food. And many vessels had been 
placed there for washing the meat. And as he looked upon 
them those vessels became filled (with water). And having 
washed the meat, as he set himself to cook, he took up a 
handful of grass and held it in the sun, when fire blazed up 
all on a sudden ! Beholding this marvel, I have come hither 
amazed ! Further, I have witnessed in him another great 
wonder ! O beauteous one, he touched fire and was not burnt ! 
And at his will, water falling floweth in a stream ! And, I have 
witnessed another greater wonder still. He took upsomeftpwqr. 


* There is a difference of reading here : for karandntatra some texts 
erad kdugaldntatra which seems to be the true reading. I have according- 
ly followed it. The Pandits of the Maharajah of Burdwan have followed 
it. In the second line also, for lakshayantee some read tatdakshetha*. 
This, however, is hardly a variance. 

t This line begining with nimittam and ending with manMtkmn i does 
not occur in every text. 

t The word in the text is fuchyupacfuiras compounded of ptchi and 
upachtiras. Nilakantha explains this to mean, as he puts it, jalcuthala- 
fudhyddiparas, which is substantially as I have put it, “ with power 
over the elements,” 




m 


MUttwom, 


and began to press them slowly with his hands. And pn 
by his hand, the flowers did not lose their original forms, 
mi the contrary, became gayer and more odorous than be: 
daring beheld these wonderful thing I have come hither \ 
speed I — ” 

4< Vrihada<jwa continued. ‘Hearing of these acts of 
virtuous Nala, and discovering him from his behaviour, Dai 
yanti considered him as already recovered. And from th 
indications suspecting that V&hnka was her husband, Dan 
yanti once more weepingly addressed Ke^ni in soft won 
saying, — O beauteous one, go thou once more, and bring fro 
the kitchen without Vahuka’s knowledge some meat fchi 
hath been boiled and dressed (by him) ! Thus commands 
Ke^ini, ever bent on doing what was agreeable to Damayant 
went to Vahuka, and taking some hot meat came back withou 
loss of time. And Ke<jini gave that meat, O son of the Kun 
race, unto Damayanti! And Damayanti who had formerly 
often partaken of meat dressed by Nala, tasted the meat that 
was brought by her hand-maid. And she thereupon decided 
V&huka to be Nala and wept aloud in grief of heart. And, O 
Bharata, overwhelmed with grief, and washing her face, she 
sent her two children with Kesini. And Vahuka, who was 
the king in disguise, recognising Indrasena with her brother, 
advanced hastily, and embracing them, took them up on 
his lap. And taking up his children like unto the children 
of the celestials, he began to weep aloud in sonorons accents, 
his heart oppressed with great sorrow. And after having 
repeatedly betrayed his agitation, Naishadha suddenly left the 
childern, and addressed Ke?ini, saying, — O fair damsel, these 
twins are very like my own children ! Beholding them un- 
expectedly, I have shed tears ! If thou comest to me frequently 
people may think evil, for we are guests from other land* 
Therefore, O blessed one, go at thy ease ! — * ” 

Thus ends the seventy-fifth Section in the Nalopikhyina 
of the Vana Parva. 



Section LXXVL 

(Nalopdkhyctna Farm continued \) 

** Vrjhadagwa said. 'Beholding the agitation of the virtu- 
ous and wise Nala, Ke^ini returned unto Damayanti and re- 
lated eveiything unto her. And thereupon Damayanti with 
a sorrowful heart and eager to behold Nala, again despatched 
Ke^ini to her mother, asking her to say on her behalf, — Sus- 
pecting Vahuka to be Nala» I have tried him in various ways. 
My doubt now only relates to his appearance. I intend to 
examine him myself. O mother, either let him enter the 
palace, or give me permission to go to him. And arrange this 
with the knowledge of my father or without it ! — And thus 
addressed by Damayanti, that lady communicated unto Bhima 
he intention of his daughter, and upon learning it the king 
gave his consent. And, O bull of the Bharata race, having 
obtained the consent both of her father and mother, Dama- 
yanti caused Nala to be brought to her apartments. And 
as soon as he saw Damayanti unexpectedly, king Nala was 
overwhelmed* with grief and sorrow, and bathed in tears. 
And that best of women Damayati also, upon beholding king 
Nala in that condition, was sorely afflicted with grief And, 
D monarch, herself clad in a piece of red cloth, and wearing 
matted locks, and covered with dirt and dust, Damayanti then 
addressed Vahuka, saying, — O Vahuka, hast thou ever seen 
any person acquainted with duty, who hath gone away, desert- 
ing his sleeping wife in the forest ? Who except the virtuotes 
Nala, could go away, deserting in the woods, his dear 
unoffending wife overcome with fatigue ? Of what offence 
was I guilty in the eyes of that monarch since my early youthr 
.hat he should go away deserting me in the woods while over* 
some with sleep ? Why should he whom I formerly chose in 
preference to the gods themselves abandon his ever-devoted 
and loving wife who had become the mother also of hia 
children ? Before the fire, and in presence also of the celes- 
tials, he had taken my hand, vowing , — Verily I unit be thinet 
Ob, where was that vow when he deserted me ? — O repressor 
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of foes, while Damayanti was saying all this, teats begot of 
sorrow began to flow plentifully from her eyes ! And behold* 
ing her thus afflicted with grief, Nala also, shedding tears from 
his eyes black as those of the gazelle with extremities of 
reddish hue, said, — O timid one, neither the loss of my king- 
dom nor my desertjen of thee was my act ! Both were due to 
Kali! And, O 'foremost of virtuous women, lamenting for 
me day and/night, and overcome with sorrow, since thou 
hadst in ther^o'ods cursed Kali, he began to dwell in my body, 
burning in consequence of thy curse ! Indeed, burning with 
thy curse, he lived within me like fire within fire ! O blessed 
girl, that our sorrows might terminate, that wretch have I 
overcome by my observances and austerities! The sinful 
wretch hath already left me, and it is for this that I have come 
hither ! My presence here, O fair lady, is for thy sake ! I 
have no other object ! But, O timid one, can any other wo- 
man, forsaking her loving and devoted husband, ever choose a 
second lord like thee ? At the command of the king, mes- 
sengers are ranging this entire earth, saying, — Bhima's 
davhgter will , of her own accord, choose a second husband 
worthy of kerf Immediately on hearing this, the son of 
Bhang&sura hath arrived here ! — Hearing these lamentations 
of Nala, Damayanfc, affrighted and trembling, said with 
joined hands, — It behoveth thee not, O blessed one, to suspect 
any fault in me ! O ruler of the Nishadhas, passing over the 
celestials themselves, I chose thee as my lord ! It was to 
bring tbee hither that the Brahmanas had gone out in all 
directions, even to all the sides of the horizon, singing my 
words in the form of ballads ! At last, O king, a learned 
Brihmana named Parnada had found thee in Kogala in the 
palace of Ritupama ! When thou hadst returned a fit an- 
swer to those words of his, it was then, O Naisbadba, that 
I devised this scheme to recover thee ! Except thee, O lord 
of earth, there is no one in this .worid, who in one day can 
clear, O king, an hundred yojanas with horses ! O monarch, 
touching thy feet I can swear truly that I have not, even in 
thought, committed any -sin ! May the all- witnessing Air that 
couraeth through this world, take my life, if I have committed 
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may sin ! Hay the Sun that ever cojurseth through the sky take 
my life; if I have committed ahy am 1 May the Moon, that 
dwelteth within every creature am a witness, take my life,|f 
X have committed any sin ! Let the three gods that sustain 
the triple worlds in their entirety, declare truly, or let them 
forsake me to-day J — And that addressed by her, the Wind-god 
said from the sky, — O Nala, I tell thee truly that she hath 
no wrong ! O king, Damty&nti, ww guarding the honor 
of thy family, hath enhanced iti Of this we are the witness- 
es, as wehave been her protectors for these three years! It 
is for thy sake that she hath devised this unrivalled scheme, for, 
excepting thee, none on earth is capable of travelling in a 
single day an hundred yojanas ! O monarch, thou hast obtained 
Bhima’s daughter, and she hath also obtained thee! Thou 
needst not entertain any suspicion but be united with thy 
partner! — And after the Wind-god had said this, a floral 
shower fell there and the celestial kettle-drum began to play, 
and auspicious breezes began to blow. And beholding those 
wonders, O Bharata, king Nala, the repressor of foes, cast 
away all his doubts in respect of Damayanti. And then that 
lord of earth, remembering the king of serpents, wore that 
pure garment and regained his native form. And beholding 
her righteous lord in his own form, Bhima’s daughter of fault- 
less limbs embraced him, and began to weep aloud. And 
king Nala also embraced Bhima’s daughter devoted to him, 
as before, and also his children, and experienced great delight. 
And burying her face in his bosom, the beauteous Damayanti 
of large eyes began to sigh heavily, remembering her griefs. 
And overwhelmed with sorrow, that tiger among men stood 
for some time, clasping the dust-oovered Damayanti of sweet 
smiles. And, O king, the queen-mother then, with a glad 
heart, told’.Bhima that had passed between Nala aid 
Damayanti ! And'the fnighty monarch answered,— Let N$ta 
pass this day in pea6e, to-morrow 1 shall see him after his hath 
*hd prayers, with Damayanti by his side \ — And, O king, 
they passed that night pleasantly, in relating to each other 
' the past incidents of their life in the ferret. And with hearts 
* -filled iritbjey the princess of Vidbarfeha and ISala began to 



pass their' days -ifat the palace off king Bhitna, Intent open 
making each other happy* And it was in* the 'fourth year 
(after the loss of his kfcndom) that Mala eras reunited wttkdfis 
wife, and all his desires gratSfitd, once aoN experienced tic 
highest bliss. And Damayflttti rejoiced exceedingly In haring 
'recovered her lord even as fields of tender plants on receiving 
’a shower. And Bhitna’s daughter, thus recovering her lead, 
obtained her wish, and biased forth in beanty, — her weariness 
gone, her anxieties dispelled and herself swelling with joy, 
•ven like a night that is graced by the bright of t>e 
moon.* " 

Thus ends the seventy-sixth Section in the JNaiopa^t4jn& 
of the Yana Parva. 


Section LXXVIL 
( NatopSkhySHa Parva continued.) 

“ Vrihadagwa said. ‘Having passed that night, king Nala, 
decked in ornaments and with Damayanti by his side, present- 
ed himself in due time before the king. And Nala saluted hit 
father-in-law with becoming humility, and after him the 
fair Damayanti paid her respects to her father. And the 
exalted Bhima, with great joy, received him as a son, and 
honoring him duly along with his devoted wife, comforted them 
in proper words. And duly a ooopt in g the homage rendered 
unto him, king Nala offered his father-in-law his senrices as 
became him. And seeing Nala arrived, the cttisensjTrere in 
great joy. And there arose in the city a loud uproaiT o/^elight 
And the dtiaens decorated the city with flagB and standards 
and garlands of flowers. And the streets were watered and 
decked in floral wreaths and othar ornaments. And at their 
gates the cstiaeas piled flowers, * and their temples anc 
shrines were aU adorned with flowers. And Bituparaa heart 
that Yfllmka had already been naked with Damsywati. Anc 
the kingwas glad to hear of aU than And calling onto ham kin; 
Nala, be asked his forgiveness. And the intelligent Nala else 



faked Ritwpafna'e forgiveness, showing diverse reason* And 
that foremost of speakers versed in the truth, king RitupaoMh 
after being thus honored by Nala, s add, with a countenance 
expressive of wonder, these words unto the ruler of the Nisbar 
dhas, — By good fortune it is that regaining the company of 
thy own wife, thou hast obtained happiness ! O Naishadh* 
while dwelling in disguise at my house, I hope I did net wrong 
thee in any way, O lord of earth 1 If knowingly or Unkaow* 
imgly I hove done thee any wrong, it behoveth thee to forgite 
me ! — Hearing this, Nala replied,— Thou hast not, O monarchy 
done me ever so little an injury ! And if thou hast, it hath net 
awakened my ire, for, surely, thou shouldst be forgiven by 
me ! Thou wert formerly my friend, mid, O ruler of men, 
thou art also related to me 1 Henceforth I shall find greater 
delight in thee! O king, with all my desires gratified, I 
lived happily in thy abode, in fact more happily there than in 
my own house ! This thy horse-lore is in my keeping ! If then 
wish eat, O king, I will make it over to thee 5 — Saying this, 
Nsishadha gave unto Ritupama that science, and the latter 
took it with the ordained rites. And, O monarch, the royal aOn 
of Bhang&sura, having obtained the mysteries of equestrian 
science and having given unto the ruler of the Nishadhas the 
mysteries of dice, went to his own city, employing smother 
person for his charioteer. And, O king, after Ritupama had 
gone, king Nala did not stay long in the city of Kandiaa )’ n 
Thus ends the seventy-seventh Section in the Nulopjkhyina 
of the Yana Parva. 


Section LXXVIII. 

( Nalopikhyana Parva continued , ) 

“ Vrihda$wa mid, *0 son of Kunbi, the ruler of the Nisha- 
dhss, having dwelt for a month (at Kuadtna), set out fteaa 
that city with Bhitna’s permission and accompanied by ontya 
ftow followers hr the -co u n t ry of the Nishadhas. With a s in g l e 
car white in hue, sixteen elephants, fifty horse, and six hun- 
dred infantry, that illustrious king, causing the earth itself 
to tremble, entered (the country of the Nishadhas) without 
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to ai of a moment And swelling with rage. And the tntgl 
son of Virasena, approaching his brother Pushkara, said vt 
him,— We will play again, for I have earned vast weal 
Let Damayanti and all else that I have be my stake, and 1 
O Pushkara, thy kingdom be thy stake ! Let the play be] 
Again 3 This is my certain determination. Blessed be th 
let ns stake all' we have along with our lives! Having M 
over and acquired another’s wealth or kingdom, it is a hi 
duty, says the ordinance, to stake it when the oWner deman 
Or, if thou dost not relish play with dice, let the play wi 
weapons begin ! O king, let me or thyself have peace bj 
single combat. That this ancestral kingdom should, under i 
circumstances add by any means, be recovered, there is t 
authority of sages for holding. And, O Pushkara, choose th 
bne of these two things, — gambling with dice or bendii 
the bow in battle 1 — -Thus addressed by Naishadha, Pushkaa 
Bure of his own success, laughingly answered that monarc 
saying, — O Naishadha, it is by good fortune that thou ha 
earned wealth (again) to stake. It is by good fortune al. 
that Damayanti’s ill-luck hath at last come to an end ! An 
O king, it is by good fortune that thou art still alive wit 
thy wife, O thou of mighty arms ! It is evident that Daun 
yanti, adorned with this wealth of thine that I will win, wi 
wait upon me like an Apsara in heaven upon India 3 O Na 
shadha, I daily recollect thee and am even waiting for the 
since I derive no pleasure from gambling with those that ai 
not connected with me in blood ! Winning over to-day th 
beauteous Damayanti of faultless, features, I shall regard m3 
self fortunate, indeed, since she it is that hath ever dwelt i. 
my heart ! — Hearing these words of that incoherent braggart 
Nala in anger desired to cut off his head with a scimita 
.With a smile however, though his eyes were red in angei 
king Nala said, — Let us play. Why do you speak so now 
Having vanquished me, you can say anything you like. — Thai 
the play commenced between Pushkara and Nala. And 
blessed be thou, Nala at a single throw won his wealth axn 
treasures back along with the life of his brother that also hac 
been staked, And the king; having won, smilingly said ante 
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Pushkara.—' This whole kingdom without a thorn in its side is 
now undisturbedly mine ! And, O worst of kings, thou canst 
not now even look at the princess of Vidarbha ! With all 
thy family, thou art now, O fool, reduced to the position of 
ber slave ! But my former defeat at thy hands was not due to 
any act of thine ! Thou knowest it not, O . fool, that it was 
Kali who did it all ! I shall not, therefore, impute to thee the 
faults of others. Live happily as thou choosest, I grant thee thy 
life ! I also grant thee thy portion (in the paternal kingdom) 
along with all necessaries ! And, O hero, without doubt* my 
affection towards thee is now the same as before ! My fraternal 
love also for thee will never know any diminution ! O Pusb- 
ikara, thou art my brother, live thou for an hundred years 1 — * 

“‘And Nala of unbaffled prowess, having comforted his 
brother thus, gave him permission to go to his own town, 
having embraced him repeatedly. And Pushkara himself, thus 
comforted by the ruler of the Nishadhas, saluted that right- 
eous king, and adressed him, O monarch, saying these words 
with joined hands, — Let thy fame be immortal, and live thou 
happily for ten thousand years, thou who grantest me, O king, 
both life and refuge ! — And entertained by the king, Pushkara 
dwelt there for a month and then went to his own town ac- 
companied by a large force and many obedient servants and 
his own kindred, his heart filled with joy. And that bull 
among men all the while blazed forth in beauty of person 
like a scond sun. And the blessed ruler of the Nishadhas, 
having established Pushkara and made him wealthy and freed 
him from troubles, entered his richly decorated palace. And 
the ruler of the Nishadhas, having entered his palace, comfort* 
ed the citizens. And all the citizens and the subjects from 
the country horripilated in joy. And the people headed by 
the officers of state said with joined hands, — O king, we are 
truly glad to-day throughout the city and the county ! y?e 
have obtained to-day our ruler, like the gods their chief a 
an hundred sacrifices I — ’ ” 

Thus $nds the seventy-eighth Section in the N&lopikhyi&i 
of the Yana Parva, 
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behoveth thee not to joy or grieve at prosperity or adversity !* 
Having listened to this history, be comforted, O king, and 
yield not to grief ! It behoveth thee not, O great king, to pine 
under calamity. Indeed, men of self-possession, reflecting 
upon the caprice of destiny and the fruitlessness of exertion, 
never suffer themselves to be depressed. They that will 
repeatedly recite this high history of Nala, and they that will 
hear it recited, will never be touched by adversity. He that 
listeneth to this old and excellent history, hath all his pur- 
poses crowned with success and, without doubt, obtaineth fame, 
besides sons and grand- sons and animals, a high position 
among men, and health, and joy. And, O king, the fear also 
that thou entertainest, viz ; Some one skilled in dice will 
summon me , I will for once dispel. O thou of invincible 
prowess, I know the science of dice in its entirety ! I am 
gratified with thee ; take this lore, O son of Kunti, I will 
tell it unto thee T ” 

Vaigampayana continued. “ King Yudhishthira then, with 
a glad heart, said unto Vrihadaswa, *0 illustrious one, I desire 
to learn the science of dice from thee 1* The Rishi then 
gave his dice-lore unto the high-souled son of Fandu, and 
having given it unto him, that great ascetic went to the 
sacred waters of Afawfira for a bath. 

“ And after Vrihada<jwa had gone away, Yudhishthira of 
firm vows heard from Brahmanas and ascetics that came to 
him from various directions and from places of pilgrimage 
and mountains and forests that Arjuna of high intelligence and 
capable of drawing the bow with his left hand, was still 
engaged in the austerest of ascetic penances, living upon sir 
alone. And he heard that the mighty-armed P&rtha waa 
engaged in such fierce asceticism that none else before him 
had ever been engaged in such penances. And Dhanaujaya th$ 
son of PrithA, engaged in ascetic austerities with regulated 
vows and fixed mind and observing the vow of perfect silence, 
was, he heard, like the blazing god of justice himself in his 
embodied form. And, O king, ( Yudhishthira ) the son of 


* This SloH also does not occur in every text. 
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ndu hearing that his dear brother Jay a, the son of Hunt! 
ia engaged in such asceticism in the great forest, began h 
leve for him. And with a heart burning in grief, the eldest 
a of Pandu, seeking consolation in that mighty forest, hehf 
averse with the Br&hmanas possessed of various knowledge 
10 were living with him there. ” 

Thus ends the seventy 'ninth Section in the Nalopikhylna 
’ the Yana Parra. 


Section LXXX. 

(Tirtka-ycitrci Parva.) 

Janamejaya said. “ O holy one, after my great-grandfather 
'irtha had gone away from the woods of K&myaka, what did 
he sons of Pi ndu do in the absence of that hero capable of 
[rawing the bow with his left hand ? It seemeth to me that 
.hat mighty bowman and vanquisher of armies was their 
•efuge, as Vishnu is of the celestials. How did my heroic 
prandsires pass their time in the forest, deprived of the com* 
pany of that hero, who resembled Indra himself in prowess 
ind never turned his back in battle ? ” 

Vai^ampayana said. “ After Arjuna of unbaffled process 
had gone away from Eimyaka, the sons of Pandu, O son, were 
Blled with sorrow and grief. And the Findavas with cheerless 
hearts very much resembled pearls unstrung from a wrea th, 
or birds shorn of their wings. And without that hero of 
white deeds that forest looked like the ChaUraratha woods 
when deprived of the presence of Kuvera, And, O Janame- 
jaya, those tigers among men — the sons of Pandu— deprived 
of the company of Aijuna, continued to live in Kamyaka in 
perfect cbeerlesaness. And, O chief of the Bharata race, 
those mighty warriors endued with great prowess slew with 
pure arrows various kinds of sacrificial animals for the Brih- 
manas. And those tigers among men and repressors of foes, 
daily slaying those wild animals and sanctifying them properly, 
offered them unto the Brahmanas. And it was thus, O king, 
*w those bulls among men afflicted with sorrow lived 
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princess of Fiocbila in particular, remembering' her third* 
lord, addressed the anxious Yudhishthira and said. That 
Arjuna who with two hands rivals the thousand-armed Azjuna 
{of old), alas, without that foremost of the sons of Pindtt, 
this forest doth not seem at all beautiful in my eyes ! With- 
out him, wherever I cast my eyes this earth seems to be for- 
lorn ! Even this forest with its blossoming trees and so full 
of wonders, without Arjuna seems not so delightful as before ! 
Without him who is like a mass of blue clouds (in hue), 9 )* who 
hath the prowess of an infuriate elephant^ and whose eyes 
are like the leaves of the lotus, this Kamyaka forest doth not 
seem beautiful to me ! Remembering that hero capable of draw- 
ing the bow with his left hand, and the twang of whose boW 
sounds like the roar of thunder, I cannot feel any happiness, O 
king !' And, O monarch, hearing her lament in tins strain, that 
slayer of hostile heroes, Bhimasena, addressed Draupadi in 
these words, *0 blessed lady of slender waist, the agreeable 
words thou utterest delight my heart like the quaffing of 
nectar ! Without him whose arms are long and symmetrical 
and stout and like unto a couple of iron maces and round 
and marked by the scars of the bowstring and graced with 
the bow and sword and other weapons and encircled with 
golden bracelets and like unto a couple of Eve-headed snakps, 
without that tiger among men the sky itself seemeth to be 
without the Sun ! Without that mighty-armed one relyipg 
upon whom the P&nchalas and the Kuravas fear not the 
sternly-exerting ranks of the celestials themselves, without 
that illustrious hero relying upon whose arms we all regard our 


* The word in the text is rrtadhycMam (accusative) meaning mijdte, 
because Arjuna was the third of the Ptodavas, having two abovehim 
and two below him. Sometimes, however, Bhima is called the w w rdMyn - 
mck or middle P&ndava, madhyama in that connection meaning MmdL 
t The word is niZdnib uda -chaya - pralskyam. dome texts rear 

nUdrnbudc^arna-prakshyam, The difference is hardly material. 

t Mattfrmdtcmgtbvikrmmcm. As I have explained elsewhere, £ am 
tot sure that I have correctly rendered the word here. The sense may 
he “ with tread like that of the infuriate elephant, M In either sense 
this may be a consistent adjective of Arjuna. 
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foes as already vanquished and the earth itself as already 
acquired, without that F&lguna I cannot obtain any peace in 
the woods of Karayaka ! The different directions also appear 
to me to be empty and enveloped in thick gloom. The earth 
also, wherever I cast my eyes, appears to be empty l* 

“ After Bhima had concluded, Nakula the son of P&ndu, 
with voice choked in tears, said, 'Without him whose extra* 
ordinary deeds on the field of battle constitute the talk of 
even the gods, without that foremost of warriors, what 
pleasure can we have in the woods ? Without him who hav- 
ing gone towards the north had vanquished mighty Gandharva 
chiefs by hundreds, and who, having obtained numberless 
handsome horses of the Tittiri and Kalmasha species all 
endued with the speed of the wind, presented them from 
affection unto his brother the king, on the occasion of the 
great Rajasuya sacrifice, without that dear and illustrious 
one, without that terrible warrior bora after Bhima, without 
that hero equal unto a god, I do not desire to live in the 
K&myaka woods any longer !* 

"After Nakula's lamentations, Sahadeva said, ‘He who 
having vanquished mighty warriors in battle won wealth and 
virgins and brought them unto the king on the occasion of 
the great Rajasuya sacrifice, that hero of immeasurable splen- 
dour who having vanquished single-handed the assembled 
Yid&vas in battle, ravished Subhadra with the consent* of 
V&sudeva, he who, having invaded the dominions of the illus- 
trious Drupada, gave, O Bharata, unto the preceptor Drona his 
tuition lee, — beholding, O king, that Jishnu’s bed of grass empty 
in our asylum, my heart refuses consolation ! A migration 
from this forest is what, O repressor of foes, I would prefer, 
for without that hero this forest cannot be delightful !’ ” 

Thus ends the eightieth Section in the Tirtha-yitrS of 
the Yana Parva. 


* Some texts read sadmani (loc. sing) house, which would have no 
meaning. The ravishment really took place with V&eudeva’s consent, 



Section LXXXI. 

( Tirtha-yatra Parva continued . ) 

Vaiqampayana said. “Hearing these words of his brothers 
as also of Krishna, all of whom were anxious on account 
of Dhananjaya, king Yudhishthira the just became melan- 
choly. And at that time he saw (before him) the celestial 
Rishi Narada blazing with Brahmya* beauty and like unto 
a fire flaming up in consequence of a sacrificial libation* 
And beholding him come, king Yudhishthira with his bro- 
thers stood up and duly worshipped the illustrious one. And 
endued with blazing energy, the handsome chief of the Kura 
race, surrounded by his brothers, shone like the god of an 
hundred sarifices encircled by the celestials. And Y&jnaseni 
in obedience to the dictates of morality adhered^ to her 
lords the sons of Pritha, like Savitri to the Yedas or the 
rays of the Sun to the peak of Meru. And the illustrious 
Rishi Narada, accepting that worship, comforted the son of 
Dharma in proper terms. And, O sinless one, addressing 
the high-souled king Yudhishthira the just, the Rishi said, 

* Tell me, O foremost of virtuous men, what is it that tho& 
seekest and what can I do for thee !* At this, the royal son 
of Dharma, bowing with his brothers unto Narada, who was 
the revered of the celestials, told him with joined hands, 
4 O thou that art highly blessed and worshipped by all the 
worlds, when thou art gratified with me, I regard all my 
wishes, in consequence of thy grace, as already filled, O thou 
of excellent vows ! If, O sinless one, I with my brothem 
deserve thy favor, it behoveth thee, 0 best of Munis, to 
dispel the doubt that is in my mind 1 It behoveth thee 
to tell me in detail what merit is his that goeth round tbo 


* Brahmya, lit., what appertains to a Brdhmana^ or, which is the 
same thing, what appertains to Brahma , the Supreme Being. This 
adjecti ve is frequently used in respect of Rishis and Munis. 

t The words in the text are najahau, lit, “did not abandon,” Sdvttfi 
' is regarded as the mother of the Yedas, In the Furana* she is also 
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>rld> desirous of beholding the sacred waters and Anne** 
lat are on it I* 

“ Narada said, 1 Listen, O king, with attention, to what 
ie intelligent Bhishma had heard before from Fulastya f 
‘ormerly, O blessed one, that foremost of virtuous men, 
thishma, while in the observance of the pitryaf vow, livedo 
) king, in the company of Munis in a delightful and sacred 
egion, near the source of the Ganges, that is resorted to by 
die celestial Rishis and Gandharvas and the celestials them- 
selves ! And while living there, the resplendent one grati- 
fied with his oblations the pitris, the gods, and the Rishis 
according to the rites inculcated in the scriptures. And 
once on a time while the illustrious one was engaged in his 
silent recitations^ he beheld Pulastya — that best of Rishis, 
of wonderful appearance. And beholding that austere ascetic 
blazing with beauty, he was filled with great delight and 
exceeding wonder. And, O Bharata, that foremost of virtu- 
ous men, Bhishma, then worshipped that blessed Rishi accord- 
ing to the rites of the ordinance. And purifying himself 
and with rapt attention, he approached that best of Brahmar- 
ahis, with the Arghya on his head. And uttering aloud Ms 
name, he said, — Q thou of excellent vows, blessed be thou, I 
am Bhishma thy slave ! At sight of thee, I am freed from 
all my sins ! — And saying this, that foremost of virtuous 
men, Bhishma, restraining his speech, stood, O Yudhishthira, 
in silence and with joined hands ! And beholding Bhishma 
that foremost of the Kurus, reduced and emaciated by the 
observance of vows and the study of the Vedas, the Muni 
became filled with joy/ ” 

* Hie words are Tirtha-tatpara*. A tirtha , as explained in the Adi- 
Form, ie a region of sacred water. There can be no tirtha without a 
piece of water, it matters little whether it is an arm of the sea or a 
river or a lake or even a tank. 

t The vow called pitrya was one in honor of the deceased ancestors. 
It consisted of continued fapts and daily oblations according to the 
ordinance. 

X Tapa, lit., silent prayers, or, rather, silent recitation of some 
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Thus ends the eighty-first Section in the Tirtha-yitra of 
the Yana tarva. 


Section LXXXII. 

(Tirtha-yatrd, Parva continued , ) 

‘Pulastya said.— O thou of excellent vows, I have bean 
much gratified with thy humility, thy self-control, and thy 
truth, thou blessed one versed in morality ! 0 sinless one, it ie 
for this virtue of thine which thou hast acquired from regard 
to thy ancestors, that I have been gratified with thee and thou 
hast, O son, obtained a sight of my person ! O Bhishma, my 
eyes can penetrate into everything. Tell me what I may do 
for thee 1 O sinless one, O thou foremost of the Kuru race, I 
will grant thee whatever thou mayst ask me ! — 

'Bhishma said. — O highly blessed one, when thou who art 
worshipped by the three worlds hast been gratified with me, 
and when I have obtained a sight of thy exalted self, I regard 
myself as already crowned with success ! But, O thou foremost 
of virtuous persons, if I have deserved thy favor, I will tell 
thee my doubts and it behoveth thee to dispel them ! O 
holy one, I have some religious doubts in respect of tirthas 
Speak of these to me in detail, I desire to hear thee ! O thou 
that resemblest a celestial himself, what is his merit, O regen* 
erate Rishi, who goeth round the whole earth (visiting shrine*) ! 
O tell me this with certainty ! — 

'Pulastya said, — Oson, listen with attention, I will tell thee 
of the merit which attaches to tirthas and which constitutes 
the refuge of the Rishis ! He whose hands and feet and mind 
and knowledge and asceticism and acts are under wholesome 
control, enjoyeth the fruits of tirthas * He who has ceased to 


* I think Nilkantha rightly explains this passage. According to him, 
knowledge under control is equivalent to a determination of not using it 
for injuring others ; asceticism under control is equal to ascetie merit 
without a sense of pride ; acts under control being equivalent to freedom 
from sin. When, however, he explains feet under control to mean a 
refusal to go into sinful territories, 1 think he only shows his ingenuity, 
and his inveterate predilection for a needless subordination el the 
expressions of the poet to purely Brahxnaaical ideas, although l think.it 
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cept gifts, he that is contented, he that is free from pride 
ijoys the fruits of tirthas. He that is without sin, he that 
jts without purpose,* he that eats light, he that has his 
jnses under control, he that is free from every sin, enjoys 
ae fruits of tirthas. O king, he that is free from anger, he 
hat adhereth to truth, he that is firm in his vows, he that 
egardeth all creatures as his own self, enjoyeth the fruits of 
irthas . In the Vedas the Rishis have declared in due order 
he sacrifices and also their fruits here and hereafter truly. 
) lord of earth, those sacrifices cannot be accomplished by him 
that is poor, for those sacrifices require various materials and 
iiverse things in large measures ! These, therefore, can be 
performed by kings or sometimes by other men of prosperity 
and wealth. O lord of men, that rite, however, which men 
without wealth, without allies, singly, without wife and 
children, and destitute of means, are capable of accomplish- 
ing, and the merit of which is equal unto the sacred fruits 
of sacrrfices, I will now declare unto thee, thou best of war- 
riors ! O thou best of the Bharata race, sojourns in tirthas, 
which are meritorious and which constitute one of the high 
mysteries of the Rishis, are even superior to sacrifices ! He is a 
poor man who having gone to a tirtha hath not fasted for 
three nights, who hath not given away gold, and who hath not 
distributed kiue. Indeed, one acquireth not, by the performance 
of the Agnishtoma and other sacrifices distinguished by large 
gifts, that merit which one acquireth by a sojourn to a tirtha. 
In the world of men, there is that tirtha of the God of gods, 
celebrated over the three worlds by the name of Pushkara.'Y 
One that sojourneth there becometh equal unto that deity, 

is just probable that he is correct. I think it might as well mean a 
refusal to tread on sacred ground. 

* To act with a definite purpose is fraught with no merit To give 
because it is a virtue and would aid in the acquisition of heaven is like 
trading in virtue. This doctrine is elaborated in the Bhagavat-gU&* 
where it is laid down in a more direct form that man Bhould be virtuous 
because it is his duty to be so and not for the sake of the reward pro* 
mised to virtue. Vide also Yudhishthira’s words to Draupadi, p. — 89 
t Some texts read Pushkaram n&mavikhyatam mahabhaga* eam&viget, 
for Pushkaram tvrthamtoodya, mahabhaga samobh&vet, which appears to 
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O high-souled son of the Kuru race, during the two twilights 
and mid-day, there is the presence of hundred thousand milli- 
ons of tirthas in Pushkara. The Adityas, the Vasus,theRudras, 
the Sadhyas, the Maruts, the Gandharvas, and the Apsaras 
are ever present, O exalted one, in Pushkara. It was there, 

O king, that the gods, the Daityas, and the Brahmarshis, 
having performed ascetic devotions there, obtained gr^at merit 
and finally attained to god-hood. 

Men of self-control, by even thinking mentally of Push- 
kara, are cleansed from their sins, and regarded in heaven. 

O king, the illustrious grandsire having the lotus for his Beat, 
had dwelt with great pleasure in this tirtha. O blessed one, 
it was in Pushkara that the gods with the Kishis having 
acquired of old great merit, finally obtained the highest success. 
The person who, devoted to the worship of the gods and the 
pitris, batheth in this tirtha , obtaineth, it hath been said by 
the wise, merit that is equal to ten times that of the horse- 
sacrifice. Having gone to the Pushkara woods, he that 
feedeth even one Brahmana, becorneth happy here and here- 
after, O Bhishma, for that act. He that supporteth himself 
on vegetables and roots and fruits, may, with pious regard and 
without disrespect, give even such fare to a Brahmana. And, 
O best of kings, the man of wisdom, even by such a gift, 
will acquireiihe merit of a horse-sacrifice. Those illustrious 
persons among Brahmanas or Kshatriyas or Vaiijyas or Sudras 
that bathe in Pushkara are freed from the obligation of re- 
birth. That man in especial who sojourneth to Pushkara 
on the full moon of the month of Kdrtika , acquireth ever- 
lasting regions in the abode of Brahma. He that thinketh 
with joined hands, morning and evening, of the Pushkaras, 
practically batheth, O Bharata, in every tirtha . Whether a 
a male or a female, whatever sins one may commit since birth, 
are all destroyed as soon as one batheth in Pushkara. As the 
slayer of Madhu is the foremost of all the celestials, so ia 
Pushkara, O king, the foremost of all tirthas . A man by 
residing with purity and regulated vows, for twelve years in 
Pushkara, acquireth the merit* of all the sacrifices, and 

* There ia a substantial difference of reading ia this SMm, For 

31 
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goeth to the abode of Brahm&. The merit of one who per* 
formeth the Agni-hotra for a full one hundred years, is equal 
to that of him who resideth for the single month* of Kdrtika 
im Pushkara. There are three white hillocks and three 
springs known from the remotest times, we do not know why, 
by the name of the Pushkaras. It is difficult to go to Push- 
kara ; it is difficult to undergo ascetic austerities at Pushkara ; 
it is difficult to give away at Pushkara ; and it is difficult to 
live at Pushkara. 

Having dwelt for twelve nights at Pushkara with regulated 
diet and vows, and having walked round (the place), one must 
go to Jamvu-mdrpa. One that goeth to Jcvmvu-marga which 
is resorted to by the celestials, the flRdshis, and the Pit vis, 
acquireth the merit of the horse-sacrihoe and the fruition of 
all his wishes. The man that resideth there for five nights, 
hath has soul cleansed from all sins. He never sinketh into 
hell, but acquireth high success. Leaving Jauavumarga one 
must go to Tandnlikd^rama. He that goeth there never 
sinketh into hell but ascendeth to the abode of Brahma. 
Hecthat goeth to the lake of Agastya and oecupieth himself 
with the worship of the Pitris and the celestials, fasting 
for three nights, acquireth, O king, the fruit ©f the Agni - 
shtomet,* Going thither, he that iiveth on vegetables or fruits, 
acquireth the status called Kaumdra. One should next 
proceed to the beautiful asylum of Kanwa, which is worship- 
ped by the whole world. That sacred wood characterised by 
holiness, existeth, O bull of the Bharata race, from very 
remote times. As soon as one entereth it, he is freed from all 
his sins. He who with regulated diet and vows worshippeth 


Kratun (acc. pi.), some texts read Ritun. It is noticed by Nilakantha. 
Ritun means the seasons. Nilakantha explains it as SamvatsardtmaJca - 
prajdpati-sayujyam. He also quotes the Srutis in his support, which, 
indeed, do say, that the seasons ©r the year are Prajapatis , and the 
latter is the seasons and the year. ” I incline, however, to the supposition 
that Kratun is the correct reading. 

* The word in the text is KdrtikL It may mean both the month of 
j iitrtika Mid the day of full oaten of that month. 
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the Pitt'U and the gods there, obtaineth the fruit of A sacrifice 
that is capable of bestowing the fruition of all one’s desires. 
Having walked round this asylum, one must then go to the 
spot where Yayati fell,* * * § He that goeth thither, acquireth the 
merit of a horse-sacrifice. One must then go to Mahdkdla with 
regulated diet and senses subdued. And having bathed in 
the tirtha called Koti , one obtaineth the merit of a horse- 
sacrifice. A virtuous man should next proceed to the tirtha 
of Sthanu, the husband of Uma, known over the three worlds 
by the name of Bhadravata . That best of men who goeth 
to Bhadravata , beholdeth I^anaf and obtaineth the fruit 
of a gift of a thousand kine. And through the grace of 
Mah&deva, he acquireth the status of GdnapatyaX blessed with 
prosperity and peace and high grace. Having arrived then 
at Narmada, that river celebrated over the three worlds, 
and given oblations of water to the Pitris and the gods, one 
acquireth the fruit of the horse-sacrifice. He that goeth into 
the Southern ocean, practising the Btahmacharya mode of 
life, and with senses subdued, acquireth the fruit of the Agni- 
shtoma sacrifice, and ascendeth to heaven. Having arrived 
at Charmamvati , with regulated diet and senses subdued, 
one acquireth, at the command of Rantideva, the merit of the 
Agnishtoma sacrifice. One must then go, O virtuous chief of 
warriors, § to Arvada, the son of Hrmavat, where there was a 
hole through the earth in days of yore. There is the asylum 


* Vide Adi Parva , p 264. 

t A name of Siva. 

X The status of Gdnapatya is that of one who is an attendant of 
Siva. I render asapatnam (lit., foelessness) as peace . 

§ Most editions end this Sloka with the word Yudhishthira (in the 
vocative case). The whole of the section, however, represents the speech 
of Pulastya to Bhishma, which Narada is reciting to Yudhishthira. The 
sloka, therefore, as usually read, is evidently an instance of editorial 
carelessness. I have no hesitation in changing Yudhishthira intc 
Yudhdmvara although, I must confess, I have not met with this 
reading in any of the texts I have consulted, including some , manu- 
scripts. 



ot Vanish ta, celebrated over the three worlds. Harm# reside*} 
.for one night, one obtaineth the merit of the gift of a 
thousand kine. He that, leading a Brahmacharya mode of 
life, batheth in the tirtha called Pingd , obtaineth, O tiger 
:among kings, the merit of the gift of an hundred Kapild* 
kine. One must next go, O king, to that excellent tirtha 
called Prabhd8a . There Huta 9 anaf is always present in his 
own person. He, the friend of Pavana, 0 hero, is the month 
of all the gods. The man that with subdued and sanctified 
soul batheth in that tirtha , obtaineth merit greater than that 
of the Agnisktoma or Atirdtra sacrifices. Proceeding next 
to the spot where the Saraswati mingleth with the sea, one 
obtaineth the fruit of the gift of a thousand kine and heaven 
also, besides, O bull of the Bharata race, blazing forth for 
all time like Agni himself. He that with subdued soul batheth 
in the tirtha of the king of waters, and giveth oblations of 
water unto the Piti'is and the gods, living there for three 
nights, blazeth forth like the Moon, and obtaineth also the 
fruit of the horse-sacrifice. One should next proceed, O best 
of the Bh&ratas, unto the tirtha known by the name of 
Varaddna , where (the Rishi) Durvasas had given a boon unto 
Vishnu. J A man by bathing in Varadana obtaineth the 
fruit of the gift of a thousand kine. One should next proceed 
with subdued senses and regulated diet to Dwdravati , where by 
bathing in Pinddraka, one obtaineth the fruit of the gift of 
gold in abundance. O blessed one, it is wonderful to relate 
that in that tirtha , to this day, coins with the mark of the 
lotus, and lotuses also with the mark of the trident, are seen, 
O repressor of heroes ! And, O bull among men, the presence 
of Mahadeva is there. Arriving then, O Bharata, at the 

* A cow with auspicious marks and giving milk whenever required 
is called Kapild. 

+ Hut&fana is Agni, so called because of the libations (of clarified 
butter) that he eats, he being the mouth through which the other gods 
take their food. 

t This Slolca also ends with u Yudhishthira” in the vocative case. 
JPidt the last note in page 243 . 
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•pot where the Sindfm mingleth with the sea, one should with 
subdued soul bathe in that tirtha of Varuna. And bathing 
there and giving oblations of water to the Pitrie, the Rishiff, 
and the gods, one acquireth, O bull of the Bharata race, the 
region of Varuna, and blaze th forth in effulgence of his own* 
Men of wisdom say that by worshipping the god known by 
the name of ShankuJcarnegwara , one acquireth ten times the 
merit of the horse-sacrifice. O bull of the Bharata race* 
having walked round that tirtha , one should, O thou foremost 
pf the Kurus, go to that tirtha Celebrated over the three 
worlds and known by the name of DrimiJ* That tirtha 
cleanseth from every sin, and it is there that the gods includ- 
ing Brahma worship Mahegwara. Having bathed there and 
worshipped Rudra surrounded by the other gods, one is freed 
from all sins since birth. It was there, O best of men, that 
Drimi was adored by all the gods. Bathing there, O best of 
men, one obtaineth the fruit of the horse-sacrifice. O thou 
of great intelligence, Vishnu the creator of the universe, 
after Maying the Daityas and Danavas, went thither to purify 
himself. O virtuous one, one should next proceed to Fasii- 
dhctra adored by all. By an only sojourn to that tirtha , one 
acquireth the fruit of the horse-sacrifice. And, O thou best 
of the Kurus, by bathing there with subdued soul and rapt 
attention, and giving oblations of water unto the gods and 
the Pitris, one ascendeth unto the rigion of Vishnu and is 
adored there. In that tirtha , O bull of the Bharata race* 
there is a sacred lake of the Vasus. By bathing there and 
drinking of its water, one becometh regarded of the Vasus* 
There is a celebrated tirtha of the name of Sindhuttama, 
which destroyeth every sin. O best of men, by bathing there* 
one acquireth the fruit of the gift of gold in abundance. By 
arriving at Bhadratunga with sanctified soul and purity of 
conduct, one acquireth the region of Brahma and a high 
state of blessedness. There is then the tirtha of the Kwnc U 
rikfr of Indra, that is much resorted to by the Siddhas. O 
best of men, by bathing there, one obtaineth the region 


* Some texts read 
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of Indra. In Kumdrika there is another tirthcb called J$enuk&$ 
'which is also resorted to by the Siddhas. A Brahm&na by bath* 
ing there would become as bright as the Moon. Proceeding next 
to the tirtha called the Panchanada , with subdued sense and 
regulated diet, one obtaineth the fruit of the five sacrifices 
that have been mentioned one after another in the scriptures. 
Then, O king, one should go to the excellent region of Bhimd . 
O best of the Bharafcas, by bathing in the tirtha there that 
is called Yoni , a man (in his next birth) becometh, O king, 
the son of a goddess, beaming ear-rings decked with pearls; 
and obtaineth also the merit of the gift of an hundred 
thousand kine. Proceeding next to Srikunda celebrated over 
the three worlds and worshipping the Grandsire, one obtaineth 
the fruit of the gift of a thousand kine. O virtuous one, one 
should then go to the excellent tirtha called Vimala t where 
to this day may be seen fishes of golden and silver hues. By 
bathing there, one soon acquire th the region of Yasava, and 
his soul being cleansed from every sin, he attaineth to a high 
state of blessedness. Proceeding next to Vitastd and giving 
oblations of water unto the Pitris and the gods, a man, O 
Bharata, obtaineth the fruit of the Vajapeya sacrifice. That 
sin-destroying tirtha known by the name of Vitaisd, is situate 
in the country of the Kagmrias and is the abode of the Naga 
Takshaka. Bathing there, a man certainly obtaineth the 
fruit of the Vdjapeya sacrifice, and his soul cleansed from 
every sin, he attaineth to a high state of blessedness. One 
should next proceed to Yadavd celebrated over the three 
worlds. Bathing there with due rites in the evening, one 
should offer rice boiled in butter and milk, according to the 
best of his might, unto the deity of seven flames. Men of 
wisdom say that a gift made here in honor of the Pitris , be* 
cometh inexhaustible. The Rishis, the Pitris , the gods, the 
Gandharvas, several tribes of Apsaras, the Gubyakas, the 
Kinn&ras. the Yakshas, the Siddhas, the Vidyadharas, men, 
Rakshasas, Daityas. Rudras, and Brahma himself, O king, 
having with subdued senses accepted a course of austerities 
for a thousand years inorder to move Vishnu to grace, cooked 
rica in milk and butter and gratified Ke§eva with oblations, 
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f&ch offered with seven Richs* And, O king, the gratified 
Kecjava thereupon conferred on them the eight-fold atributes 
sailed A.igwaryya "f* and other objects that they desired. And 
having bestowed upon them these, that god disappeared in 
their sight like lightning in the clouds. And it is for this, 
O Bharata, that that tirtha became known by the name 
of Saptacharn. $ And if one offereth Charu there to the 
seven-flamed deity, he obtaineth merit superior to that 
of the gift of an hundred thousand kine, to that of an 
hundred Rajasuya sacrifices, as also of an hundred horse- 
sacrifices. Leaving Vadava , O king, one should then proceed 
to Raudrapada, and beholding Maliadeva there one ob- 
taineth the merit of the horse-sacrifice. Proceeding then, 
with subdued soul and leading a Brahmacharya mode of life, 
to Manimat , and residing there for one night, one acquireth, 
O king, the merit of the Agnishtoma sacrifice. One should 
then go, O king, to Devika celebrated over the whole world* 
It was there, O bull of the Bharata race, that, as heard by us, 
the Brahmanas first sprang into existence. There also is the 
region of the holder of the trident, — a region that is celebrated 
over the world. Having bathed in Devika and worshipped 
Mahecjwara by offering him, to the best of one's might, rice 
boiled in milk and butter, a man obtaineth, O bull of the 
Bharata race, the merit of a sacrifice that is capable of filling 
every desire. There also is another tirtha of Rudra, called 
Kamdkhya , which is much resorted to by the gods. Bathing 
there, a man speedily obtaineth success. By touching also the 
waters of Yajana , Yajana, Brahmavdluka, and Pushpdmva t 
one becometh free from sorrow in after life. The learned have 
said that the sacred tirtha of Devika , the resort of the gods 
and the Rishis, is five Yojanas in length and half a Yojana 


* Mantras of the Rig Veda. 

f Sapta is seven, and charu , rice boiled in milk and butter ; so 
called, (as explained above) because of oblations of charu y each offered 
with seven Richs . 

v l It is difficult to assign a meaning to this word. It may mean either 
rabbits or spots of the moon. 
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in breadth. One should then, in due order, proceed, O king? 
to Dirghasatra. There the gods with Brahma at there head, 
the Siddkas, and the greatest Bishis, with regulated vows 
and the recitation and acceptance of the preliminary pledge, 
perform the long-extending sacrifice. O king, by going only to 
Dirghasatra , O repressor of foes, one obtain eth merit that 
is superior, O Bharata, to that of either the Bajasuya or 
the horse-sacrifice. One should next proceed with subdued 
senses and regulated diet to Vinagand, where Saraswati dis- 
appearing on the breast of Meru, re-appeareth at Chamasa % 
Shivodveda , and Nagodveda Bathing in Chamasodveda, one 
obtaineth the merit of the Agnishtoma sacrifice. Bathing in 
Shivodveda, one acquireth the merit ofthe gift of a thousand 
kine. And bathing in Nagodveda , one obtaineth the region 
of the Nagas. One should proceed next to the inaccessible 
tirtha of Shaqaydna, where the cranes, O Bharata, disappearing 
in the form of gagas* re-appear every year in the month of 
Kdrtika , and bathe, O blessed chief of the Bharata race, in 
the Saraswati. Bathing there, O tiger among men, one blaz- 
eth forth like the Moon, and obtaineth, O bull of the Bharata 
race, the merit of the gift of a thousand kine. One should 
next proceed, O thou of the Kuru race, to Kumdrakoti , with 
subdued senses, and bathing there, worship the gods and the 
Pitris. By doing this, one obtaineth the merit of the gift 
of ten thousand kine, and raiseth all his ancestors to higher 
regions. One should next, O virtuous one, proceed with 
subdued soul to JRudralcoti , where in olden days, O king, 
ten million of Munis had assembled. And, O king, filled 
with great joy at the prospect of beholding Mahadeva, the 
Biishis assembled there, each saying, I will first behold the 
god ! IwiU first behold the god !* And, O king, in order to 
prevent disputes amongst those Rishis of subdued souls, the 
Lord of Yoga , by help of his Yoga powers, multiplied himself 
into ten million forms, and stood before every one of them. 


* The word used in the text is, VrUhava-dhwajam, meaning one 
whose mark (or vehicle) is the bull. This is a common name of Mahft* 
deva. 
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And every one of those Rishis said, 5 —/ have seen him first t 
And gratified, O king, with the deep devotion of those Munis 
of subdued souls, Mah&deva granted them a boon, saying. 
From this day your righteousness shall grow ! And, O tiger 
among men, one that bathes, with a pure mind, in Rudrakoti 
obtains the merit of the horse-sacrifice and delivers his ances* 
tors. One should next proceed, O king, to 'that highly sacred 
and celebrated region where the Saraswati mingles with the 
Sea. Thither, O king, the gods with Brahma at their head 
and Rishis with wealth of asceticism repair for adoring 
Ke$eva on the fourteenth day of the lighted fortnight of the 
month of Chaitra. Bathing there, O tiger among men, one 
obtaineth the merit of giving away gold in abundance, and 
his soul being cleansed from every sin, he ascendeth to the 
region of Brahma. It is there, O king, that the Rishis have 
completed many a sacrifice ! By a sojourn to that spot one 
obtains the merit of the gift of a thousand kine ! — * ” 

Thus ends the eighty-second Section in the Tirtha-yatra of 
the Vana Parva. 


Section LXXXIII. 

{Tirtha-yatra Parva continued .) 

“ ‘Pulastya said. — One should next proceed, O king, to 
the ado red Kurukshetra at sight of which all creatures are 
freed from their sins. He is freed from all sins who constant- 
ly sayeth — I will live in Kurukshetra ! The very dust of 
Kurukshetra, convyed by the wind, leadeth a sinful man 
to a blessed course (in after life). They that dwell in Kuru- 
kshetra which lieth to the south of the Saraswati and the 
north of the Drishadwati, are said to dwell in heaven. O 
hero, one should reside there, O thou foremost of warriors,* 


* The word Yudhishthira occurs in the text. A Pundit suggests 
to me that instead of meaning the eldest son of Pftndu, the word 
here may be an adjective implying “ firm or steady in battle *. This 
° ertainly is ingenious, for it may apply very well to Bhishma to whom 
of course, the whole speech of Pulastya is addressed, N&rada being only 
the repeater of that speech to the eldest son of Panda. 
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for a month ! There, O lord of earth, the gods with Brahml 
at their head, the Rishis, the Siddhas the Charanas, the 
Gandharvas, the Apsaras, the Yakshas, and the Nagas, 
often repair, O Bharata, to the highly sacred Brahmaksbetra ! 
G foremost of warriors, the sins of one that desireth to repair 
to Kurukshetra even mentally are all destroyed, and he finally 
goeth into the region of Brahma.* O son of the Kuru race, 
by repairing to Kurukshetra in a pious frame of mind, one 
obtaineth the fruit of the Rajasuya and horse sacrifices ! By 
saluting next the Yaksha called Mankanaka, that mighty 
gate-keeper (of Kuvera), one obtaineth the fruit of giving 
away a thousand kine. O virtuous king, one should next repair 
to the excellent region of Vishnu, where Hari is always 
present ! Bathing their and bowing down unto Hari the 
Creator of the three worlds, one obtaineth the fruit of the 
horse-sacrifice and repaireth to the abode of Vishnu ! One 
should next repair to Pariplava that tirtha celebrated over 
the three worlds. (Bathing there,) O Bharata, one obtaineth 
merit that is greater than that of the Agni&toma and the 
Atiratra sacrifices ! Repairing next to the tirtha called Pri- 
thivi, one obtaineth the fruit of the gift of a thousand kine. 
The sojourner to tirtha s shoud next, O king, proceed to Sha- 
lukini, and bathing there in the Dac^wamedhsi one obtain* 
eth the merit of ten horse-sacrifices ! Proceeding next 
to Sarpadevi, that excellent tirtha of the Nagas, one ob- 
taineth the merit of the Agnishtorrva sacrifice and attaineth 
to the region of the Nagas. 0 virtuous one, one should next 
proceed to Tarantuka, the gate-keeper, and residing there for 
one night one obtaineth the merit of giving away a thousand 
kine. Proceeding next with subdued senses and regulated diet 
to Panchanada and bathing in the tirtha there called Koti, 
one obtaineth the fruit of the horse-sarifice. Proceeding then 

* Brahmaloka. Wherever this word occurs, it may either mean 
«• the region of Brahma, ” or, “the state of Brahma,” As the fruits 
of pilgrimages (as recited by Polastya) are furthest removed from the 
spiritual f I have thought it proper not to take this one expresion t ' 
amongst a thousand others, in a spiritual sense. 
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fa the* tirtha of l he twin A$wins, one obtaineth personal 
beauty. O virtuous one, one should next proceed to the 
excellent tirtha called Vara ha, where Vishnu formerly stood m 
the form of a boar. Bathing there, one obtaineth, O foremost 
of men, the merit of the horse-sacrifice ! One should next, O 
king, repair to the tirtha called Soma in JayantL Bathing 
there, one obtaineth the merit of the Rajasuya sacrifice ! By 
bathing in Ekahansa, a man obtaineth the merit of giving 
away a thousand kine. O king, a sojourner to tirthae repairing 
to Krit&9aucha obtaineth the lotus-eyed deity (Vishnu.^ and 
perfect purity of soul. One should next proceed to Munja- 
vata, that spot sacred to the illustrious Sthanu ! Residing 
there without food for one night, one obtaineth the status 
called Ganapatya. There, O king, is the celebrated tirtha 
called Yakshmi. O king, repairing to that tirtha and bath- 
ing there, one obtaineth the fruition of all his desires. O bull 
of the Bharata race, that tirtha is regarded as the gate of 
Kurukshetra. The sojourner to tirthas should, with concen- 
trated soul, walk round it. Equal unto the Pushkaras, it 
was created by the high-souled Rama the son of Jamadagnz. 
Bathing there, and worshipping the Pitris and the gods, one 
obtaineth, O king, the merit of the horse-sacrifice and becom- 
eth successful in everything. The sojourner of tirtha s should 
next repair with concentrated soul to the Ramahrdas. There, 
O king, the heroic Rama of resplendent energy, exterminating 
the Kshatriyas by his might, dug five lakes and filled them, O 
tiger among men, with the bloed of his victims, as heard 
by us. And having filled those lakes with Kshatriya blood* 
Rama offered oblations of blood to his- sires and grandsires* 
Gratified (with the oblations) those Rishis- then addressed 
Rama and said, — O Rama, G Rama, 0 thou of great good 
fortune, we have been gratified with thee r O thou of the 
Bhrigu race, for this thy regard for the Pitris, and thy prowess* 
O exalted one! Blessed be thou, ask thou the boon, thou 
choosest ! What is it that thou desirest, O thou of great 
splendour ! — Thus addressed (by them), Rama, that foremost 
of smiters, said with joined hands these words unto the Pitria, 
stationed in the firmament,— If ye have been gratified with me, 



if I have deserved your favor, I desire this favor of the Pitris 
viz , that I may have pleasure again in ascetic austerities > 
Let me also, through your power, be freed from the sin I have 
committed by exterminating, from wrath, the Kshatriya race ! 
Let also my lakes become tirthas celebrated over the world !— 
The Pitris, hearing these blessed words of Rama, were highly 
gratified, and filled with joy they answered him, saying, -^-Let 
thy asceticism increase in consequence of thy regard for the 
Pitris ! Thou hast exterminated the Kshatriyas, from wrath* 
Freed art thou already from that sin, for they have perished 
as a consequence of their own misdeeds ! Without doubt, 
these lakes of thine will become tirthas . And he who, bathing 
In these lakes, offereth oblations of the water thereof to the 
Pitris, the latter, gratified with him, will grant him desires 
difficult of fulfilment in the world, as also eternal heaven !— 
O king, having granted him these boons, the Pitris joyfully 
saluted Rama of the Bhrigu race and disappeared there and 
then. It was thus that the lakes of the illustrious Rama of 
the Bhrigu race became sacred. Leading a Brahmacharya 
mode of life and observing sacred vows, one should bathe in the 
lakes of Rama. Bathing therein and worshipping Rama, one 
obtaineth, O king, the merit of gift of gold in abundance J 
Proceeding next, O son of the Kuru race, to Yan^amulaka, 
a sojourner to tirthds, by bathing there raiseth, O king, his 
own race ! O best of the Bharatas, arriving next at the tirtha 
called Kayacjodhana, and bathing there, one purifieth, with- 
out doubt, his own body, and proceedeth with purified body to 
blessed regions of unrivalled excellence. One should next 
repair, O virtuous one, to that tirtha , celebrated over the 
three worlds, called Lokodhava, were formerly Vishnu of 
great prowess had created the worlds. Arriving at that 
tirtha which is adored by the three worlds one earnetb, O 
king, by bathing there, numerous worlds for himself. Re- 
pairing next with subdued soul to the tirtha called Sree, on© 
acquires, by bathing there and worshipping the Pitris and the 
gods, high prosperity. Leading a Brahmacharya mode of 
life and with concentrated soul, one should proceed next to 
the tirtha called Kapila. Bathing there and worshipping 
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One’s own Pitris and the gods, a man earneth the fruit of th# 
gift of a thousand Kapila kine. Repairing next to the tirika 
called Surya and bathing f here with subdued soul and Waxw 
shipping the Pitris and the gods, fasting all the while, one 
obtaineth the fruit of the A gnishtoma sacrifice and goeth 
(finally) to the region of the Sun. The sojourner to tirtha by 
proceeding next to Go-bhavana and bathing there obtaineth 
%he merit of the gift of a thousand kine. O son of the Kura 
race, the sojourner to tirtha by repairing then to the tirtha 
called Shankhini and bathing in the Devi tirtha that is there, 
obtaineth high prowess. O king, one should then proceed to 
the tirtha called Tarandaka situate in the Saraswati and be- 
longing to the illustrious chief of the Yakshas who is one of 
the gate-keepers (of Kuvera). O king, bathing there, ono 
obtaineth the fruit of the A gnishtoma sacrifice. O virtuous 
king, one should next repair to the tirtha called Brahmavarta 
Bathing in Brahmavarta, one ascendeth to the abode of 
Brahma. O king, one should then repair to that excellent 
tirtha called Sutirtha. There the Pitris are ever present 
along with the gods. One should bathe there and worship 
the Pitris and the gods. By so doing, one obtaineth the 
merit of the horse sacrifice and goeth (finally) into the region 
of the Pitris. It is for this, O virtuous one, that Sutirtha 
Bituate in Amvumati is regarded as so excellent. And, O 
thou best of the Bharata race, having bathed in the tirtha of 
Ka^wara,* one becometh freed from all diseases and is 
adored in the abode of Brahma. There in that tirtha is an- 
other called Matri. One that bathes in Matri tirtha hath a 
large piogeny and obtaineth, O king, great prosperity ! One 
should next proceed with subdued sense and regulated diet 
to the tirtha called Shitavana. And, O great king, it bath 
been seen that one merit of that tirtha , which rarely be* 
longs to any other, is that one by only going thither obtain* 


* A name cf Shiva. The tirtha of Kagigwara is Beneras (otherwise 
called K&gi). The four succeeding tirthas are all in Ka$i and exist to 
this day, being known by these very names. 
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eth holiness. By casting off his hair in that tirtha, one ac* 
quireth, O Bharata, great sanctity ! There in that tirtha, isr 
another called Shwavillomapaha, where, O tiger among men, 
and chief of the Bharata race, learned Brahmanas that so- 
journ to tirtha obtain great satisfaction by a dip into its 
waters ! Good Brahmanas, O king, by casting off their hair 
in that tirtha acquire holiness by Prdndydmaf and finally 
attain to a high state. There, O king, in that tirtha is also 
another called Dafjagwamedhika. Bathing there, O tiger 
among men, one attains to a high state. One should next 
proceed, O king, to the celebrated tirtha called Manusha 
where, O king, a number of black antelopes afflicted by the 
hunter’s arrows, plunging into its waters, were transformed 
into human beings ! Bathing in that tirtha leading a Brahma- 
charya mode of life and with concentrated soul, a man be- 
comes freed from all his sins and is adored in heaven. Distant 
by a cro$a, O king, to the east of Manusha there is a river 
celebrated by the name of Apaga that is resorted to by the 
Siddhas. The man that offereth there the syam£ka grain in 
honor of the gods aed the Pitris acquireth great religious 
merit. And if one Brahmana is fed there, it becomes equi- 
valent to feeding ten million of Brahmanas, Having bathed 
in that tirtha and worshipped the gods and the Pitris and 
resided there for one night, a man obtaineth the merit of the 
Agniahtoma sacrifice. One should then repair, O king, to 
that excellent region of Brahma which, O Bharata, is known 
on earth by the name of Brahmodumvara. Bathing in the 
tauk of the seven Bishis that is there, O bull among men, 
with pure mind and subdued soul, as also in the tirtha called 
Kedara of the high-sould Kapila, and beholding Brahma who 
is there, one’s soul being purified from all sins one goeth to the 
abode of Brahma. Proceeding next to the inaccessible tirtha 
called Kedara of Kapishtala, and burning one's sins there by 
ascetic penances, one acquireth the power of disappearance at 
will. One should next proceed, O king, to the celebrated 


* A process of Yoga by which the five intercorporal airs viz, Prdna f 
Apatui, Samtina, Uddna, and Vydna, are controlled by the will. 
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tirtha called Saraka, and beholding Mahadeva there on the 
fourteenth day of the dark fortnight, one obtaineth all hia 
wishes and goeth also into heaven. O son of the Kuru race* 
in Saraka and Rudrakoti as also in the well and the lakes 
that are there, thirty million of tirtha are present. There in 
that tirtha, O chief of the Bharatas, , is another called 
Ilaspada. Bathing there and worshipping the gods and 
the Pitris, one never sinketh into hell but obtaineth the fruit 
of the Vdjapeya sacrifice. Repairing next to Kind&na and 
Kinjapya, one acquireth, O Bharata, the merit of giving 
away in measureless abundance and the infinite recitation 
of prayers. Repairing next to the tirtha called Kala^i and 
bathing there devoutly and with the senses under control, 
a man obtaineth the fruit of the Agnishtoma sacrifice. To 
the east of Saraka, O chief of the Kurus,there is an 
auspicious tirtha , known by the name of Ambajanma, of 
the high-souled Narada. He that bathes there, O Bharata, 
obtaineth, after death, at the command of Narada, various 
unrivalled regions. One should next proceed, on the tenth 
day of the lighted fortnight, to the tirtha called Pundarika. 
Bathing there, O king, one obtaineth the merit of the 
Pundarika sacrifice. One should next proceed to the tirtha 
called Tripistapa that is known over the three worlds. There 
in that tirtha is the sacred and sin-destroying river called 
Baitarani. Bathing there and adoring the god known by the 
mark of the bull and holding the trident in his hand, one’s 
soul being purified from every sin one attain eth to the highest 
state. One should next proceed, O king, to the excellent 
tirtha called Falakivana. There in that tirtha the gods, O 
monarch, having been present, had performed their ascetio 
austerities extending for many thousand years I One should 
then proceed to the Dhrishadwati. Bathing there and wor- 
shipping the gods, one obtaineth, 0 Bharata, merit that is 
superior to that of both the Agnishtoma and the Atirdtra 
sacrifices. O chief the Bharatas, bathing in that tirtha called 
Sarvadeva, a man obtaineth, O king, the merit of the giving 
away a thousand kine. Bathing next in the tirtha called Pani- 
khata and worshipping all the gods, a man obtaineth merit that 



256 


MAHABHARATA. 


is superior to that of both the Agnishtoma and the AtircLtra 
sacrifices, besides acquiring that of the Rajasuya sacrifice and 
finally going into the region of the Rishis. One should next 
proceed, O virtuous one, to that excellent tirtha called Mi$ra- 
ka. There, O tiger among kings, it hath been heard by us that 
the high-souled Vyasa, for the sake of the Brahmanas, hath 
mixed all the tirtha . He, therefore, that bathes in Mi$raka 
really bathes in all the tirtha . One should next proceed with 
subdued senses and regulated diet, to the tirtha called Vyasa- 
vana. Bathing in the tirtha called Manojava that is there 
one obtaineth the merit of the gift of a thousand kine* 
Proceeding next to the Devi tirtha that is in Madhuvati, one 
that bathes there and worships the gods and the Pitris obtains 
at the command of the Goddess the merit of the gift of a 
thousand kine. Proceeding with regulated diet, he that 
bathes in the confluence of the Kau9iki and the Drishadwati, 
becometh free from all his sins. One should next proceed to 
Vyasasthali where Vyasa of great intelligence, burning with 
grief for his son, had resolved to cast off his body but 
was cheered again by the gods. Proceeding to that spot 
of Vyasa, one obtaineth the merit of the gift of a thousand 
kine. O son of the Kuru race, proceeding next to the well 
called Kindatta, he that throweth into it a measure* of 
sesame, is freed from all his debts and obtaineth high success. 
Bathing in the tirtha called Vedi, one obtaineth the merit of 
the gift of a thousand kine. There are two other celebrated 
tirtha called Abas and Sudina. Bathing there, O tiger among 
men, one goeth to the region of the Sun. One should next 
proceed to the tirtha called Mrigadhuma that is celebrated 
throughout the three worlds. One should bathe there, O king, 
in Ganga. Bathing there and worshipping Mahadeva, one 
obtaineth the merit of the horse-sacrifice. Bathing next in 
the Devi tirtha , one obtaineth the merit of the gift of a 
thousand kine. One should then proceed to Vamanaka cele- 
brated over the three worlds. Bathing there in Vishnupada 

* The word is Prastha* It is equal to ^forty-eight double handfulli# 
Wilsons Die. 
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mud worshipping V&mana,* one’s soul being purified from 
every sin, one goeth to the abode of Vishnu* Bathing next 
in Kulampuna, one sanctifieth his own race. Proceeding then' 
to tne Pavana-hrada,-f that excellent tirtha of the Maruts, and 
bathing there, O king and tiger among men, one becometh 
A in the region of the Wind-god. Bathing in the Amara- 
ls} and worshipping with devotion the chief of the celes- 
— one becometh adored in heaven and courseth, seated on 
mn excellent car, in the company of the immortals. O best 
of great men, bathing next with due rites in the tirtha called 
Shalisurya, of Shalihotra, one obtaineth the merit of the 
gift of a thousand kine. O best of the Bharatas, there is a 
tirtha called Sreekunja in the Saraswati. Bathing there, O 
best of men, one obtaineth the merit of the Agnishtomai 
sacrifice. O son of the Kuru race, one should next repair to 
Naimishakunja. O king, the Kish is engaged in ascetic 
austerities in the woods of Naimisha had, in days of old, 
taking the vow of pilgrimage, gone to Kurukshetra. There, 
on the banks of the Saraswati, O chief of the Bharatas, a 
woody tope Ww. made, which might serve for a resting spot for 
themselves, and which was highly gratifying to them. Bathing 
in the Saraswati there, one obtaineth the merit of the Agni» 
ehtoma sacrifice. One should next proceed, O virtuous one, 
to the excellent tirtha called Kanya. Bathing there one 
obtaineth the merit of the gift of a thousand kine. One 
should[ next proceed to the excellent tirtha of Brahma. Ba- 
thing there, a person, of the (three) inferior orders, obtaineth 
the status of a Brahmana, and if one be a Br&hmana, his 
soul being purified from every sia, he attaineth to the highest 

* Lit. dwarf. Vishnu himself took his birth in the womb of 
the mother of the gods, in the form of a dwarf, to effect the destruction 
of the Asura, Vali. 

f The lake of Pavana , the wind-god. I have left such expressions 
as they are, bo that the scholar and the antiquary may not feel addi- 
tional difficulty in identifying them. 

} The celestial lake. I hare not .translated the word for the above 


reason. 
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state* One should then, O best of men, proceed' to the excel* 
lent tirtha called Soma. Bathing there, O king, one obtain* 
eth the region ef Soma. One should next proceed, O king, to 
the tirtha oalled Sapta-saraswata, where the celebrated Rishi, 
Mankanaka, had obtained ascetic success. O king, it hath been 
heard by us that in days of old Mankanaka having cut his 
hand with the pointed blade of the Ku$a grass, there dewed 
from his wound vegetable juice (instead of blood). And be- 
holding vegetable juice flow from his wound, the Rishi began 
to dance with wonder-expanded eyes. And as the Rishi 
danced, ail the mobile and immobile creatures also, over- 
whelmed with his prowess, began to dance with him. Then, 
O king, the gods with Brahma at their head and Rishis endued 
with the wealth of asceticism, moved by the act of Mankanaka, 
represented the matter to Mah&deva, saying, — It behoveth 
thee, O god, to aot in such a way that this Rishi may not 
dance ! — Thus addressed, Mahadeva, with heart filled with joy, 
approached the dancing Rishi, -and moved by the desire of 
doing good to the gods, said, — O great Rishi, O virtuous one, 
why dost thou dance ? O bull among Munis, what can be 
the reason of this thy present joy ? — The Rishi answered, 
— O best of Brahmanas, I am an ascetic that tread the 
path of virtue. Dost thou not behold, O Brahmana, that 
vegetable juice floweth -from the wound in my hand ? Filled 
with great joy at sight of this, I am dancing f— Addressing 
the Rishi blinded by emotion, the god laughingly said, — O. 
Brahmana, I do not wonder at this. Behold me ! — Having 
said this, G best of men, Mabadeva, O sinless king, pressed 
his thumb by the tip of his own finger. And, <k>, from the 
wound thus inflicted, there came out ashes white as snow ! 
And beholding this, O king, that Muni became ashamed and 
fell at the feet of the god. And believing that there was no- 
thing better and greater than the god Rudra, he began to 
adore ham in these words : — 

O holder of the trident, thou art the refuge of the celestials 
and the Asuras, of, indeed, the universe ! By thee have been 
created the three worlds- with their mobile and immobile 
Vioinora ? it i s thou th?t shallowest everHhin^ at the * 
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AkdT of A e Ynga. Thou art incapable of being known by the 
jods themselves, far less by me ! 0 sinless one, the gods? 

vith BrahihSl at their head are all displayed rn thee. Thou 
»rt all, the Creator himself and the Ordain er of the worlds t 
•t is by thy grace that all the gods sport without anxiety or 
fear ! — And adoring Mahadeva thus, the Rishi also said,— O 
3fod of gods, grant me thy grace, so that my asceticism may 
sot diminish ! — Then that god of cheerful soul answered the 
regenerate Rishi, saying, — Let thy asceticism, O Br&hmanar, 
'ncrease a thousand fold through my grace ! And, O great 
Muni, I shall dwell with thee in this thy asylum T Bathing in 
Saptasaraswata, they that will worship me, shall be able 
jo attain everything here and hereafter ! And, without doubt; 
they shall all attain to the Saraswata region m the end ! 

Hating said this, Mahadeva disappeared then and there. 

After visiting Saraswata, one should proceed to Auganasa,* 
celebrated over the three worlds. There, O BhUrata, the godsr 
%rith Brahma at their head, and Rishis endued with wealth of 
isceticism, and the illustrious Kartikeya, were ever present 
during two twilights and the mid-d&y, impelled by the desire 
of doing good to Bhargava.*^ There m that tirtha is another 
sailed Kapalamochana, which cleanseth from every sin. O tiger 
twnong men, bathing there one is cleansed from every sin. 
One should then proceed to the tirtha called Agni. Bathing 
there, O bull among men, one obtaiueth the regions of 
Agni and raiseth his own race (from lower regions). There in 
that tirtha is another, O chief of the Bharatas, that belongeth 
to Vi 9 wamitra. Bathing there, G best of men, one obtaineth 
vhe status of a Btahmana. Proceeding next to Brahmayoni 
in purity of body and with subdued soul, one obtaineth, O 
tiger among men, by bathing there, the abode of Brahma^ 
and sanctifieth, without doubt, his own race to the seventh 
generation up and down. One should next proceed, O king, 
to that tirtha celebrated over the three worlds, which is called 


* From U$anas y one of the many names of the groat Sukr&ch&rya , 
the spiritual preceptor of the Asuras. 
t Uganas of the Bhrigu race. 
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Prithudaka, belonging to Kartikeya. One should bathe t 
and occupy himself in the worship of the Pitris and the gods* 
Whatever of evil hath been committed* knowingly or unknow- 
ingly, by man or woman, impelled by human motives, is all 
destroyed, O Bharata, by a bath in that tirtha « Bathing 
there, one obtaineth too the merit of the horse-sacrifice and 
heaven also* The learned have said that Kurukshetra ia 
holy ; that holier than Kurukshetra is the Saraswati ; that 
holier than the Saraswati are all the tirthas together; and 
that holier than all the tirthas together is Prithudaka. He 
that engaged in the recitation of prayers casteth off his 
body at Prithudaka, which is the best of all tirthas, be- 
cometh an immortal.* It hath been sung by Sanatkumam 
and by the high-souled Vyasa, and it is in the Vedas also, 
that one should, O king, sojourn to Prithudaka, with sub- 
dued soul. O son of the Kuru race, there is no tirtha which is 
superior to Prithudaka. Without doubt, that tirtha is purify* 
ing, holy, and sin- destroying. O best of men, it hath been 
said by learned persons that men, however sinful, by bathing 
In Prithudaka, go to heaven. O best of the Bharatas, there. 
In that tirtha is another called Madhusrava. Bathing there. O' 
king, one obtaineth the merit of giving away a thousand kine. 
One should then proceed, O king, to that celebrated and sacred 
tirtha where the Saraswati uniteth with the Aruna. One that* 
bathetb there, having fasted for three nights, is cleansed of 
even the sin of slaying a Brahmana, and obtaineth also merit 
that is superior to that of either the Agnishtoma or the Ati^ 
Tatra sacrifice, and rescueth his race to the seventh generation 
up and down. There in that tirtha is another, O perpetuator 
of the Kuru race, that is called Ardhakila. From compassion 
for the Br&hmanas, that tirtha was made by Darbhi in days of 
old. Without doubt, by vows, by investiture of the sacred 
thread, by fasts, by rites, and by Martiros, one becometh a 


* There is a difference of reading here. For na tewya maranam 
bhavet , some texts read na tam$wo maranam tapet, Nilakantha explains 
this as meaning that he who has said his prayers at Kurukshetra has 
nothing to grieve for, if he dies the day after. 
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Srihm&na. O bull among men, it hath been seen, however, 
by learned persons of old that even one destitute of rites and 
Mantras, by only bathing in that tirtha becometh learned and 
endued with the merit of vows. Darbhi had also brought hither 
the four oceans. O best of men, one that batheth here, never 
meeteth with distress hereafter, and obtaineth also the merit 
of giving away four thousand kine. One should next repair, O 
virtuous one, to the tirtha called Shatasahasraka. Near to this 
is another called Sahasraka. Both are celebrated, and one that 
batheth in them, obtaineth the merit of giving away a thou- 
sand kine. Fasts and gifts there multiply a thousand-fold.* 
One should next proceed, O king, to the excellent tirtha called 
Renuka. One should bathe there and worship the Pitris and 
the gods. By this, cleansed from every sin, he obtaineth the 
merit of the AgnUhtoma sacrifice. Bathing next in the tirtha 
called Vimochana with passions and senses under control, one 
is cleansed from all the sins generated by the acceptance of 
gifts. With senses under control and practising the Brahma- 
charya mode of life, one should next repair to the woods of 
PanchavatL By a sojourn thither, one earneth much virtue 
and becometh adored in the regions of the virtuous. One 
should next procceed to the tirtha of Varuna called Taijasa, 
blazing in effulgence of its own. There in that tirtha is the 
lord of Yoga, Sthanu himself, having for his vehicle the bull. 
He that sojoumeth there, obtaineth success by worshipping 
the god of gods. It was there that the gods with BrahmS, at 
their head and Rishis endued with wealth of asceticism, in-* 
Stalled Guha as the generalissimo of the celestials. To the east 
of that tirtha is another, O perpetuator of the Kura race, 
that is called Kuru tirtha. With senses under control and 
leading a Brahmacharya mode of life, he that bathes in 
Kurw-tirtha , becometh cleansed of all his sins and obtaineth 
the region of Brahma. With subdued senses and regulated diet* 
one should next proceed to Sargadwara.f Sojourning thither* 

* One fast or one gift would be equivalent to a thousand fasts or a 
thousand gifts. 

+ Lit., “ the gate of heaven, ” probably, a mountain-pass leading t< 
trans* Himalayan regions. 
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one obtain eth the merit of the Agnishtoma sacrifice and goettf 
to the abode of Brahma. The pilgrim should then, O ksngv' 
proceed to the tirtha called An&r&ka. Bathing there, O kingv 
one never meeteth with distress hereafter. There, Q king* 
Brahma himself with the other gods having Nar&yana&b 
their head, is ever present, O tiger among men l And, O 
royal son of the Kuru race, the wife also of Rudra is present 
there 1 Beholding the goddess, one never meeteth with dis~ 
tress hereafter. There in that tirtha , O king, is also (a» 
image of) Vigweqwara, the lord of Uma. Beholding the god 
of gods there, one is cleansed of all his sins. Beholding also 
(the image of) Narayana, from whose navel had sprung the 
lotus, one blazeth forth, O royal repressor of all foes, and 
goeth to the abode of Vishnu. O bull among men, he that 
batheth in the tirtha s of all the gods, is exempted from every 
sorrow and blazeth forth like the Moon. The pilgrim should 
next proceed, O king, to Swastipura. By walking around that 
place, one obtaineth the merit of giving away a thousand kine. 
Arriving next at the tirtha called Pavana, one should offer 
oblations to the Pitris and the gods. By this, he obtaineth* 
O Bharata, the merit of the Agnieihtoma sacrifice. Near to 
that is Ganga-hrada, and another, O Bharata, called Kupa. 
Thirty millions of tirthas , O king, are present in that Kupa. 
Bathing there, O king, a person obtaineth heaven. Bathing 
also in the Ganga-hrada and adoring Mahe$wara, one obtain- 
eth the status of Ganpatya and rescueth his own race ! One 
should next proceed to Sthanuvata, celebrated over the three 
worlds. Bathing there, O king, one obtaineth heaven. One 
should then proceed to Vadaripachana the asylum of Vanish- 
tha. Having fasted there for three nights, one should eat 
jujubes. He that liveth on jujubes for twelve years, and he 
that fasteth at the tirtha for three nights, acquire merit that 
is equal. Arriving then at Indramarga, O king, and fasting 
there for a day and night, the pilgrim becometh adored in the 
abode of Indra. Arriving next at the tirtha called Ekaratra, the 
person that stayeth there for one night, with regulated vows, 
and refraining from untruth, becometh adored in the abode 
of Brahma. One should next go, O king, to the asylum of 
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Aditya— that illustrious god who is a mass of effulgence* 
Bathing in that tirtha celebrated over the three worlds, and 
worshipping the god of light, one goeth to the region of 
Adityaand resoueth his own race. The pilgrim then, O king, 
bathing in the tirtha of Soma, obtaineth, without doubt, the 
region of Soma. One should next proceed, O virtuous one, to 
the most sacred tirtha of the illustrious Dadhicha, that saneti- 
fying tirtha , which is celebrated over the whole world. It was 
here that Angiras, that ocean of ascetic austerities, belonging 
to the Saras wata race, was born. Bathing in that tirtha , one 
obtaineth the merit of the horse-sacrifice, and, without doubt, 
gaineth also residence in the region of Saras wati. With sub- 
dued senses and leading a Brahmacharya mode of 'life, one 
should next proceed to Kanya^rarna. Residing there 'for three 
nights, O king, with subdued senses and regulated diet, one 
obtaineth an hundred celestial damsels and goeth also to the 
abode of Brahmi. One should next, O virtuous one, proceed 
to the tirtha called Sannihati. Sojourning thither, the gods 
with Br&hm& at their head and Rishis endued with wealth of 
asceticism earn much virtue. Bathing in Saraswati during a 
solar eclipse, one obtaineth the merit of an hundred horse- 
sacrifices, and any sacrifice that one may perform there produc- 
eth merit that is eternal. Whatever tirthas exist on earth or 
in the firmament, all the rivers, lakes, smaller lakes, springs, 
tanks, large and small, and spots sacred to particular gods,, 
without doubt, all come, O tiger among men, month after 
month, and mingle with Sannihati, O king of' men ! And 
it is because that all other tirthas are united together here, 
that this tirtha is so called.* Bathing there and drinking 
of its water, one becometh adored in heaven. Listen now, 
O king, to the merit acquired by that mortal who performeth a 
Shraddha on the day of new moon during a solar eclipse. The* 
person that performeth a Shraddha there after having 
bathed in that tirtha , obtaineth the merit that one earaeth by 
properly celebrating a thousand horse-sacrifices. Whatever 
sins a man or woman committeth, are, without doubt, all 


* Sannihati lit. implies a union or adjacency of many objects. 
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destroyed as soon as one bathe th in that tirtha. Bathing thei^ 
one also ascendeth to the abode of Brahm& on a lotus-colored 
car. Bathing next in Koti-tirtha, after having worshipped the 
Yaksha door-keeper, Machakruka, one obtaineth the merit of 
giving away gold in abundance. Near to this, O best of the 
Bh&ratas, is a tirtha called Ganga-hrada. One should bathe 
there, O virtuous one, with subdued soul and leading a 
Brahmacharya mode of life. By this, one obtaineth merit 
that is greater than that of the Rajasuya and horse-sacri- 
fices. The tirtha called Naimisha is productive of good on 
earth ; Fushkara is productive of good in the regions of the 
firmament ; Kurukshetra, however, is productive of good in 
respect of all the three worlds.* Even the dust of Kuru- 
kshetra, carried by the wind, leadeth sinful men to a highly 
blessed state. They that reside in Kurukshetra, which lieth ,to 
the north of the Drishadwati and the south of the Saraswati, 
really reside in heaven. I will go to Kurukshetra, I will dwell 
in Kurukshetra, — he that uttereth these words even once, 
becometh cleansed of all sins. The sacred Kurukshetra which' 
is worshipped by Brahmarshis, is regarded as the sacrificial 
alter of the celestials.*f- Those mortals that dwell there, have 
nothing to grieve for at any time. That which lieth between 
Taruntuka and Arantuka and the lakes of Rama and Macha- 
kruka is Kurukshetra. It is also called Samantapanchaka and 
is said to be the northern sacrificial altar of the Grandsire. — * 

* Nilakantha adds a long note to thiB. He inclines to the belief that 
Kurukshetra implies(in this passage)Ka$i or Benares. He quotes numerous 
authorities, to prove that the incidents of Kuruksehtra, as described in 
this and the preceding dokas, all appertain to Ka$i. At any rate, it is 
evident that many of the slokas commencing from this are repetitions of 
earlier dokas of this very section. ( Vide p — 249) There is authority for 
holding that the fruits of a sojourn to Naimisha are confined to * the 
blessings of this earth. What is meant by Pushkara being productive of 
good in the regions of the firmament, is.that a sojourn there^leadeth to 
ascension, in after life, to such regions as those of the Sun, the Moon, &£• 
t The word in the text is Brahrmvedi, This very word occurs in one 
Of the of the Yedas, 
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Thug ends the eighty-third Section in the Tirtha-yatra 
of the Vana Parva. 


Section LXXXIV. 

(Tirtha-ydtrd Pdrva continued . ) 

u ‘Pulastya said. — Then, O great king, one should proceed 
to the excellent tirtha of Dharma, where the illustrious god of 
Justice had practised highly meritorious austerities. And it 
is for this that he made the spot a sacred tirtha and rendered 
it celebrated by his own name. Bathing there, O king, a 
virtuous man with concentrated soul certainly sanctifieth his 
family to the seventh generation. * One should then repair, O 
king, to the excellent Jnanapavana. Sojourning thither, one 
obtaineth the merit of the Agnishtoma sacrifice, and goeth to 
the region of the Munis. Then, O monarch, a man should re- 
pair to the Saugandhika-vana. There dwell the celestials with 
BrahmSl at their head, Rishis endued with wealth of asce- 
ticism, the Siddhas, the Charanas, the Gandharbhas, the Kin- 
naras and the great serpents. As soon as one entereth these 
woods, he is cleansed of all his sins. Then, O king, should one 
repair to the sacred goddess Saraswati, known there as the god- 
dess Plaksha, that best of streams and foremost of rivers. There 
.should one bathe in the water issuing from an ant-hill. (Bath- 
ing there and) worshipping the Pitris and the gods, one obtain- 
eth the merit of the horse-sacrifice. There existeth a rare 
tirtha called I<;anadhyushita, lying from the ant-hill at the 
distance of six throws of a heavy stick.-f- As seen in the 
Puranas, O tiger among men, bathing there a man obtaineth 
the merit of giving away a thousand Kapila kine and of the 
horse-sacrifice. Sojourning next, O foremost of men, to Su- 
gandha, and Satakumbha and Pancha-yaksha, a man becom- 
eth adored in heaven. Repairing to another tirtha there, called 
Tr^ulakhata, one should bathe and set himself to worship 


* Asaptamam lit., to seven generations. The meaning, however, is 
seven proceeding and seven succeeding generations, 
f Shamya is a wooden club used in a sacrifice. 


5 * 
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the Pitris and the gods. Doing so, without doubt, One 
obtaineth, after death, the status of Qctnapatya. One should 
next proceed, O king, to the excellent spot of the God- 
dess celebrated over the three worlds by the name of 
Sakamvari. There, for the space of a thousand celestial years, 
she of excellent vows, month after month, had subsisted upon 
herbs, O king of men ! And attracted by their reverence for 
the Goddess, many Rishis with wealth of asceticism, came 
thither, O Bharata, and were entertained by her with herbs. 
And it is for this that they bestowed on her the name of 
Sakamvari. O Bharata, the man who arriveth at S&kamvari, 
with rapt attention and leading a Brahmaeharya mode of life 
and passeth three nights there in purity and subsisting on 
herbs alone, obtaineth, at the will of the goddess, the merit 
of him that liveth upon herbs for twelve years. Then should 
one proceed to the tirtha called Suvarna, famed through the 
three worlds. There in days of old, Vishnu had paid his 
adorations to Rudra, for his grace, and obtained also many 
boons difficult of acquisition even by the gods. And, O 
Bharata, the gratified destroyer of Tripura said, — O Krishna, 
thou shalt, without doubt, be much beloved in the world, and 
the foremost of everything in the universe ! — Sojourning 
thither, O king, and worshipping the deity having the bull for 
his mark, one obtaineth the merit of the horse-sacrifice as also 
the status of Gdnapatya . One should next proceed to the 
tirtha of Dhumavati. Fasting there for three nights, one ob- 
taineth, without doubt, all the wishes cherished by him. To 
the southern half of this spot of the Goddess, there is, O 
king, a tirtha called Rathavarta. One should, O virtuous one, 
go up to that place, with a devout heart, and having his senses 
under control ! By this, through the grace of Mahadeva, one 
attaineth to an exalted state. After walking round the place, 
one should, O bull of the Bharata race, proceed to the tirtha 
named Dhara, which, O thou of great wisdom, washeth off all 
sins ! Bathing there, O tiger among men, a man is freed from 
every sorrow. One should then repair, O virtuous one, after 
bowing to the great mountain (Himavat), to the source of the 
Ganges, which is, without doubt, like the gate of heaven f 
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There should one, with concentrated soul, bathe in the tirtha 
called KotL By this, one obtaineth the merit of the Pundarika 
sacrifice, and delivereth his race. Residing one night there, 
one acquireth the merit of giving away a thousand kine. By 
offering oblations of water duly to the gods and the Fitris, aft 
.jSaptaganga, Triganga and Shakravarta, (which are all there,) 
becometh adored in the regions of the virtuous. Bathing nexft 
at Kanakhala, and fasting there for three nights, a person 
jeapeth the merit of the horse-sacrifice and goeth to heaven. 
Then, O lord of men, the pilgrim should repair to Kapil&vata, 
Fasting for one night there, he obtaineth the merit of giving 
away a thousand kine. O king, there is a tirtha of the illustrious 
Kapila, king of the Nagas, that is celebrated, O thou best of 
Kurus, over all the worlds ! Bathing there at the Ndga - 
tirtha one obtaineth, O king, the merit of giving away a 
thousand Kapila kine. One should next repair to the ex- 
cellent tirtha of Santanu, called Lalitika. Bathing there, O 
king, one never sinketh into distress (hereafter). The man 
that bathes at the confluence of the Ganga and the Yamuna 
. obtains the merit of ten horse -sacrifices, and also rescues his 
race. One should next, O king, sojourn to Sugandba, cele- 
brated over the world. By this, cleansed of every sin, ho 
becpmeth adored in the abode of Brahma. Then, O lord of 
men, the pilgrim should repair to Rudravarta. Bathing there, 
one ascendeth to heaven. Bathing at the confluence of the 
Ganges and the Saraswati, a person obtaineth the merit of the 
horse-sacrifice and also ascendeth to heaven. Proceeding nexft 
to Bhadrakame9wara and worshipping the gods duly, one, 
without sinking into distress, becometh adored in heaven. 
Then, O lord of men, the pilgrim should proceed to the tirthm 
called Kuvj&mraka. By this he obtaineth the merit of giving 
away a thousand kine, and heaven also. Then, O king, the 
pilgrim should go to the Arundhativata. Proceeding thither 
with concentrated soul and practising the Br&htaacharya 
vows, one that batheth in Samudraka and fasteth for three 
nights, obtaineth the merit of the horse-sacrifice and of 
giving away a thousand kine, and also rescueth his raoe» 
One should next proceed to Brahmavarta, with concentrated 
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s#ul and practising the Brahmacharya vows. By this, on# 
obtaineth the merit of the horse-sacrifice, and goeth to 
the region of Soma. The man that proceedeth to the 
Yamuna-prabhava, (the source of the YamunS) and bath- 
. eth there, obtaineth the merit of the horse-sacrifice and is wor- 
shipped in heaven. Arriving at Darvisankramana, that tirtha 
which is worshipped of the three worlds, a person obtain- 
eth the merit of the horse-sacrifice and goeth to heaven. Re- 
pairing next to Sindhu-prabhava (the sourse of the Indus) 
which is worshipped by Siddbas and Gandharbhas, and 
staying there for five nights, one obtaineth the merit of giving 
away gold in abundance. Proceeding next to the inaccessible 
tirtha called Yedi, one obtaineth the merit of the horse-sacrifice 
and ascendeth to heaven. Then, O Bharata, should one 
proceed to Rishikulya and Vagistha. By visiting the latter, 
all orders attain to Brhamanhood. Repairing to RishikulySL 
and bathing there, and living a month upon herbs, and wor- 
shipping the gods and Pitris, one is cleansed of all his sins, 
and obtaineth the region of the Rishis. Proceeding next to 
Bhrigutunga a person acquireth the merit of the horse- 
sacrifice. Repairing then to Virapramoksha, one is freed 
from every sin. Proceeding then to the tirtha of Krittik& 
and Magha, one, O Bharata, obtaineth merit superior to that 
of the Agnishtoma and Atirdtra sacrifices. The man who, 
repairing to the excellent tirtha called Vidya, batheth thefre in 
the evening, obtaineth proficiency in every kind of knowledge. 
One should next reside for one night at Mah&grama capable of 
destroying every sin, taking a single meal. By this, one obtains 
many auspicious regions, and delivers ten preceding and ten 
succeeding generations of his race. Dwelling next for a 
month of Mahalaya, and fasting there for three nights,* one’s 

bouI is cleansed of all sins and one acquires the merit of giving 

11 ■ ■■'■■■■ ■ ■■ ■■■■■■■— ■ ■ M i 

* The words in the text are Shaththa-ktila, i.e. six half-days or 
three full days. This, according to Sanskrit idiom (still preserved in 
Bengali) is called iriratra , equivalent in English to thr$Q*night$, but 
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ttway gold in abundance.* Proceeding next to Vetasiki. wor- 
skipped by the Grand-sire, one obtaineth the merit off 
the horse-sacrifice and the state of UQanas.’f* Sojourning' 
next to the tirtha called Sundarika, worshipped by tho 
Siddhas, one obtains personal beauty as witnessed by the anci* 
cuts. Proceeding next to Brahmani, with: subdued senses and 
observing the Brahmacharya vow, a person ascendeth to the 
region of Brahma on a lotus-hued car. One should repair next 
to the sacred Naimisha, worshipped by the Siddhas. ThGre 
dwelleth for aye Brahma with the gods. By only purposing to 
sojourn to Naimisha, half one’s sins are destroyed ; by entering 
it, he is cleansed of all his sins. The pilgrim of subdued 
senses should stay at Naimisha for a month ; for, O Bharata, 
all the tirthas of the earth are at Naimisha ! Bathing there, 
with restrained senses and regulated fare, one obtains, O 
Bharata, the merit of the cow -sacrifice, and also sanctifies, 
O best of the Bharatas, his race for seven generations both 
upwards and downwards. He who renounceth his life at 
Naimisha by fasting, enjoyeth happiness in the heavenly 
regions. Even this is the opinion of the wise. O foremost of 
kings, Naimisha is ever sacred and holy. Proceeding next to 
Gangodveda, and fasting there for three nights, a man obtain* 
eth the merit of the Vajapeya sacrifice, and becometh like 
unto Brahma himself. Sojourning next to the Saraswati, one 
should offer oblations unto the gods and the Pitris. By this, one 
certainly enjoyeth bliss in the regions called Saraswata. Then 
should one wend to Vahuda, with subdued soul and observing 
the Brahmacharya vow. Residing there for one night, one be- 
cometh adored in heaven, and obtaineth also, O Kaurava, the 
merit of the Devasatra sacrifice. Then should one repair to 
the holy Kshiravati, frequented by holier men. By worship- 
ping the gods and the Pitris there, one obtains the merit of 
the Vajapeya sacrifice. Proceeding next to V imal&Qoka, with 

* There is 4 difference of reading here. I have followed the text of 
the Roy Press, edited by Pandit Kali vara Vedantavagisha. 

+ The words are gatinh explained by Nilkantha as tfuAro* 

twarn* 
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subdued soul and observing the Brahmacharya vow, and reside 
4ng there for one night, one is adored in heaven* One should 
next proceed to the excellent Goprat&ra in the Sarayu, whence 
R&ma, O king, with all his attendants and animals, renoun- 
cing his body, ascended to heaven in consequence of the 
efficacy of the tirtha alone. Bathing in that tirtha, 0 Bharata, 
one’s soul, through Rama’s grace, and by virtue of his own 
deeds, being cleansed of all sins, one becometh adored in 
heaven, O Bh&rata ! Proceeding next, 0 son of the Kuru 
<race, to the Rama tirtha on the Gomati, and bathing there, 
one obtaineth the merit of the horse-sacrifice, and sanctifieth 
also his own race. There, O bull of the Bharata race, is an- 
other tirtha called Satasahasrika. Bathing there, with res- 
trained senses and regulated diet, a person reapeth, O bull 
of the Bharata race, the merit of giving away a thousand 
kine. Then should one, O king, sojourn to the unrivalled 
, tirtha called Bharthristhana. By this, a person obtains the 
merit of the horse -sacrifice. Bathing next in the tirtha called 
Koti, and worshipping Kartikeya, a man reapeth, O king, 
the merit of giving away a thousand kine, and acquireth 

* great energy. Proceeding next to Varanasi, and worshipping 
the god having the bull for his mark, after a bath in the 
Kapil&hrada, one obtaineth the merit of the Rajasuya 
sacrifice. Repairing then, O perpetuator of the Kuru race, 
to the tirthd called Avimukta, and beholding there the god 

■ of gods, the pilgrim, from such sight alone, is immediately 
cleansed of even the sin of slaying a Brahmana. By re- 
nouncing one’s life there, one obtaineth deliverance. Arriy- 
> ing next, O king, at the rare tirtha called Markandeya cele- 
brated over the world and situated at the confluence of the 
-Ganges, a person obtainteh the merit of the Agniskboma 
- sacrifice, aud delivereth his race. Sojourning next to Gaya, 

• with subdued senses and observing the ’Br&hmacharya 
vow, one obtaineth the merit of the horse-sacrifice and also 
rescuefch his race. There in that tirtha is the Akshaya-vata,* 


* Lit., eternal banian. To this day the priests of G&ya show this 
tree. There is, however, another akshayavuta in Allahabad. It, is 
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celebrated over the three worlds. Whatever is offered 
there to the Pitris is said to become inexhaustible. Bathing 
there at the Mah&nadi, and offering oblations to the gods 
and the Pitris, a man acquireth eternal regions, and also 
rescueth his race. Proceeding then to Brahma-sara that is 
adorned by the woods of Dharma, and passing one night 
there, a man attaineth to the region of Brahma. In that lake, 
Brahma had raised a sacrificial pillar. By walking round 
this pillar, a person acquireth the merit of the Vdjapeya 
sacrifice. One should next, O mighty monarch, sojourn to 
Dhenuka celebrated over the world. Staying there for one 
night, and giving away sessame and kine, one’s soul being 
cleansed from every sin, one ascendeth, without doubt, to 
the region of Soma. There, O king, on the mountains, the 
cow called Kapila used to range with her calf. There is little 
doubt of this, for, O Bharata, the hoof-marks of that cow 
and her calf are seen there to this day 1* Bathing in these 
hoof-prints, O foremost of monarchs, whatever sin a man may 
have incurred is, O Bhftrata, washed away ! Then should 
one go to Gridhravata, the spot conscerated to the trident- 
bearing god. Approaching the deity having the bull for his 
mark, one should rub himself with ashes. If a Brahmana, 
he obtains the merit of observing the twelve year’s vow, and 
if belonging to any of the other orders, he is freed from all 
his sins. One should next proceed to the Udyanta mountain, 
resounding with melodious notes. There, O bull of the 
Bharata race, is still seen the foot-print of Savitri. The 
Brahmana of rigid vows, who sayeth his morning, noon, and 

within the fort of the capital of the North-West Provinces, and is 
under the ground. To this day those that go to Allahabad perform the 
Sraddha \s of their ancestors in the subterranean chambers within the 
fort. Two branches, each of about 4 cubits in length, shooting from 
a thick stem of about a cubit is all that are shown of this eternal banian, 
under whose spreading branches the great Ramachandra had performed 
the Sraddha of Da9aratha. 

* There is a difference of reading here, and in the two following 
lines. The meaning) however, is substantially the same. 
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evening prayers there, obtaineth the merit of performing that 
service for twelve years. There, O bull of the Bharata race, 
is the famous Ydnidwara. Repairing thither, a person becom* 
eth exempted from the pain of rebirth. The person that 
stayeth at GayA during both the dark and lighted fortnights, 
certainly sanctifieth, O king, his own race up and down to the 
seventh generation ! One should wish for many sons so that 
even one may go to Gaya, or celebrate the horse- sacrifice, or 
offer a nila* bull. Then, O king, the pilgrim should proceed 
to Falgu. By this, he obtains the merit of the horse-sacrifice, 
and acquires great success. O king, one should repair then, 
with subdued soul, to Dharmaprishtha.-f’ There, O foremost 
of warriors, dwelleth Dharma for aye ! Drinking of the water 
of a well which is there, and purifying one’s self by a bath, he 
that offers oblations to the gods and the Pitris is cleansed of 
all his sins and ascends to heaven. There in that tirtha is an- 
other’ of the great Rishi Matanga of soul under complete control. 
By entering that beautiful asylum capable of soothing fatigue 
and sorrow, one eameth the merit of the Gavayana sacrifice, 
and by touching (the image of) Dharma which is there, one 
obtaineth the fruit of the horse-sacrifice. One should next 
go, O king, to the excellent tirtha called Brahmasthana. 
Approaching Brahma, that bull among male beings, who is 
there, one acquires, O mighty monarch, the merit of the 
Rajasuya and horse-sacrifices. The pilgrim should then 
repair to Rajagriha, O king of men ! Bathing there, one liv- 
eth (in heaven) as happily as (the Rishi) Kakshivat. After 
purifying himself, one should partake there of the offerings 
daily made unto the Yakshinl. By this, one is freed from 
the sin of even slaying a Brahmana, through the Yakshini's 
grace. Proceeding next to Maninaga, one obtains the merit 
of giving away a thousand kine. O Bharata, he that eateth 
anything belonging to the tirtha of Maninaga, if bitten by a 
venomous snake, doth not succumb to its poison ! Residing 


* Lit blue. A bull, however, is called nila whose face and tail are 
of ash color, hoofs and horns white, and other parts red. 
t Some texts read Dharmapraetha, 
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there for one night, one is cleansed of all his sins. Then should 
one proceed to the favorite wood of the Brahinarshi Goutama. 
There bathing in the lake of Ahalya, one attaineth to an exalted 
state. Beholding next the image of Sree, one acquireth great 
prosperity. There in that tirtha is a well celebrated over the 
three worlds. Bathing in it, one obtains ,the merit of the 
horse-sacrifice. There also existeth a well sacred to the royal 
Rishi Janaka, which is worshipped by the gods. Bathing in 
that well, one ascendeth to the region of Vishnu. Then should* 
one repair to Vinagana that destroys every sin. By a sojourn 
thither, one obtaineth the merit of the Vdjapeya sacrifice, and 
goeth also to the region of Soma. Proceeding next to Gandaki 
which is produced by the waters of every tirtha, a person acquir- 
eth the merit of the Vdjapeya sacrifice, and ascendeth also to 
the solar region. Proceeding next to the Vi^ala, that river 
celebrated over the three worlds, one obtaineth the merit 
of the Agnishtoma sacrifice and ascendeth also to heaven. 
Repairing then, O virtuous one, to the woody seat of ascetics 
that is called Adhivanga, one obtains, without doubt, great 
happiness amongst the Guhyakas. Proceeding next to the 
river Kampana, visited by the Siddhas, one obtaineth the 
merit of the Pundirika sacrifice, and ascendeth also to heaven. 
Arriving then, CHord of earth, at the stream called Mahe9wari, 
one obtaineth the merit of the horse-sacrifice and also rescu- 
eth his own race. Repairing next to the tank of the celestials, 
one earneth immunity from misfortune, and also the merit of 
the horse-sacrifice. One should next go to Somapada, with 
subdued soul and leading a Brahmacharya mode of life. Bath- 
ing in Mahe9warapada that is there, one reapeath the merit 
of the horse-sacrifice. There in that tirtha , O bull of the 
Bharata race, it is well known that tea million of tirtkaa exist 
together ! A wicked Asura in the shape of a tortoise had, O 
foremost of monarchs, been carrying it away when the power- 
ful Vishnu recovered it from him ! There in that tirtha 
should one perform his ablutions, for by this he acquireth the 
merit of the Pundirika sacrifice and ascendeth also to the 
region of Vishnu. Then, O best of kings, should one proceed 
to the place of Narayana* where, 0 Bharata, Niorayana is 

35 
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^ever present and dwelleth for aye ! There the gods wit 
j^gahma at their head, Rishis endued with wealth of asceticism 
i&g Adityas, the Vasus, and the Rudras, all adore J&narddana 
In that tirtha, Vishnu of wonderful deeds hath become know 
as Salagrama. Approaching the eternal Vishnu, that lord c 
the three worlds, that giver of boons, one obtaineth the meri 
of the horse-sacrifice, and goeth to the region of Vishnu. Then 
in that place, O virtuous one, is a well capable of destroying 
every sin. The four seas are ever present in that well. He thai 
bathes in it, O king, will have immunity from misfortune 
Beholding (the image of) the boon-giving, eternal, and fierce 
Mahadeva who is there, one shineth, O king, like the moon 
emerged from the clouds. Bathing then in Jatismara, with pure 
mind and subdued senses, one acquireth, without doubt, the 
recollections of his former life. Proceeding then to Mahe- 
<jwarapura, and worshipping the god having the bull for his 
mark, fasting the while, one obtaineth, without doubt, the frui- 
tion of all his desires. Repairing then to Vamana that destroys 
every sin, and beholding the god Hari, one acquireth exemp- 
tion from every misfortune. One should next sojourn to the 
asylum of Kugika that is capable of removing every sin. Re- 
pairing then to the river Kaugiki that cleanseth from even 
great sins, one should bathe in it. By this one obtaineth the 
merit of the Rajasuya sacrifice. One should next, O fjpremost 
of kings, proceed to the excellent woods of Champaka. By 
spending there one night, one acquireth the merit of giving 
away a thousand kine. Arriving next at Jyeshthila, that 
tirtha of rare worth, and passing one night there, one reap- 
eth the fruit of the gift of a thousand kine. Beholding there 
(the image of) Vigwegwara of great splendour, with his consort 
the goddess, a person obtaineth, O bull among men, the 
region of Mitravaruna. By fasting there for three nights, a man 
acquireth the merit of the Agnishtoma sacrifice. By visiting 
Kanya-samvedya, with senses restrained and regulated fare, 
one acquireth, O bull among men, the region of Manu the 
lord of creation. Rishis of rigid vows have said that he that 
giveth away rice or maketh any gift at the tirtha called 
ELanya, rendereth such gift eternal, Arriving next at Nischira 
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celebrated over the three worlds, one obtaineth the merit o£ 
the horse-sacrifice, and goeth to the region of Vishnu. O. 
king, those that give away at the confluence of the Ni^cbirSfc, 
ascend to the blessed region of Brahma. There in that tivtha. 
is the asylum of Va^ishta that is known over the three worlds* 
Bathing there, one obtaineth the merit of the Vdjapeya sacri- 
fice. Proceeding next to Devakuta that is' resorted to by 
eelestial Rishis, one acquire th the merit of the horse-sacrifice,, 
and also delivereth his race. Then should one, O king, go to the* 
lake of the Muni Kau<jika, where Kau<jika’s son, Vicjwamitra, 
obtained high success ! Bathing there, a person acquireth the 
merit of the Vdjapeya, sacrifice. There, G hero, at Kaugika* 
should one reside for a month, O bull of the Bharata race ! 
By a month’s residence there, one reape tb the merit of the 
horse-sacrifice. He that resideth at that best of tirthas called 
Maha-hrada, enjoys immunity from misfortune, and also 
obtains the merit of giving away gold in abundance. Behold- 
ing next Kartikeya who dwelleth at Vira^rama, a man cer- 
tainly reapeth the fruit of the horse- sacrifice. Proceeding 
then to Agnidhara celebrated over the three worlds, and be- 
holding there after a bath the eternal and boon-giving Vishnu, 
that god of gods, one obtaineth the merit of the Agnishtoma 
sacrifice. Proceeding next to the Grand-sire’s tank near the. 
monarch of mountains, and bathing in it, a man obtains the 
merit of the Agnishtoma sacrifice. Falling from the Grand- 
sire’s tank, is that world- sanctifying (stream), celebrated over 
the three worlds, called Kumara Dhara. Bathing there, one 
regardeth himself as having all his purposes fulfilled. Fast- 
ing in that tivtha for three days, one is even cleansed from 
the sin of slaying a Brahmana. The pilgrim should next, O 
virtuous one, proceed to the peak of the great goddess Gauri, 
famed over the three worlds. Ascending it, O best of men, 
one should approach Stana-kunda. By touching the watery 
of Stanakunda, a person obtaineth the merit of the Vdjapeya 
sacrifice. Bathing in that tivtha and worshipping the gods 
and the Pitris, one acquireth the merit of the horse-sacrifice 
and also ascendeth to the region of Indra. Arriving next at 
the well of Tamraruna, that is frequented by the gods, one 
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this is the injunction of the Creator himself. It hath been 
said by the wise, O king, that if a person sojourneth to the 
spot where Ganga mingleth with the sea, he reapeth merit 
which is ten times that of the horse-sacrifice. Crossing 
over to the opposite bank of Ganga, he that batheth there, 
having resided for three nights, is, O king, cleansed from 
all his sins. One should next proceed to the Vaitarani 
capable of destroying every sin. Arriving next at the tittfuA 
named Viraja, one shineth like the moon, and sanctifying hit 
race rescueth it, and is himself cleansed of all his sins. He 
that bathes in Viraja further reapeth the merit of giving away 
a thousand kine besides sanctifying his line. Residing with 
purity at the confluence of the Sona and the Jyotirathi, and 
offering oblations of water to the gods and the Pitris, a man 
reapeth the merit of the Agnishtoma sacrifice. Touching 
next the waters of the Vansagulma constituting the sources 
of both the Sona and Narmada, one obtaineth the merit of 
the horse-sacrifice. Sojourning next to the tirtha called Ri- 
fehava in KogalS, O lord of men, and fasting there for three 
nights, one earneth the merit of the Vajapeya sacrifice, and 
of the gift of a thousand kine, and also delivereth his race. 
Arriving at Ko^ala, a man should bathe in the tirtha named 
Kala. By this, one surely obtaineth the merit of giving away 
one and ten bulls. By bathing in Pushpavati and fasting 
there, O king, for three nights, one sanctifieth his own race, 
besides earning the merit of the gift of a thousand kino. 
Then, O foremost of the Bharata race, by bathing in the 
tirtha called Vadarika, one obtaineth long life, and also goetil 
to heaven. Arriving next at Champ&, and bathing in the 
Bbagirathi, and seeing t)anda, one eametfa the merit of 
giving away a thousand kine. Then should one go to tha 
Sacred Lapetika* graced by the presence of the pious. By 
so doing one reapeth the merit of the Vajapeya sacrifice and 
also becometh regarded by the gods. Proceeding next to the 
mountain called Mahendra, inhabited (of yore) by J&mad&gny&i 
and bathing in Rama's tirtha y a person acquireth the merit 
of the horse-sacrifice. Here is Matanga’s tirtha called Ked&rs, 
O son of the Kuru race ! Bathing in it, 0 foremost of the 
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Kurus, a mau obtainetb the merit of giving away a thousand 
kine. Going to the mountain Sree, one should touch the waters 
of the stream that is there. By worshipping there the god 
having the bull for his mark, one obtaineth the merit of the 
horse-sacrifice. On the mauntain Sree dwelletb happily the 
effulgent Mahadeva with the goddess, as also Brahma with 
the other gods. By bathing in the lake of Deva, with purity 
and restrained mind, one obtaineth the merit of the horse- 
sacrifice, and also attainefch to the highest success. 

Proceeding next to the mountain Rishabha in Pandya, 
worshipped by the gods, one obtains the merit ©f the Vdja - 
peya sacrifice and rejoices in heaven. One should next pro- 
ceed to the river Kaveri, frequented by Apsaras. Bathing 
there, O monarch, one obtaineth the merit of giving away a 
thousand kine. Touching next the waters of the tirtha called 
Kanya on the shores of the sea, one is cleansed from every 
Bin. Proceeding next to Gokarna celebrated over the three 
worlds, and which is situate, O best of kings, in the midst 
of the deep, and is reverenced by all the worlds, and where 
the gods headed by Brahma, and Rishis endued with wealth 
of asceticism, and spirits and Yakshas and Pi^achas, and 
Kinnaras and the grefcat Nagas, and Siddhas and Charanas 
and Gandharbhas, and men and Pannagas, and Rivers and 
Seas and Mountains, worship the lord of Uma, one should 
worship Ljana, fasting there for three nights. By this, one 
acquireth the merit of the horse-sacrifice, and the status of 
Gctnapatya. By staying there for twelve nights, one's soul 
is cleansed of all sins. One should next proceed to the tirtha 
known as Gayatri celebrated over the three worlds. Staying 
there for three nights, one acquireth the merit of giving 
away a thousand kine. A strange phenomenon is seen to 
occur there in respect of Brahmanas, O lord of men ! If a 
Br&hmana, whether born of a Brahmani or any other woman, 
reciteth the Gayatri there, the recitation becomes rythmatic 
and musical, while, O king, a person who is not a Brahma- 
aa cannot adequately *hymn it at all ! Proceeding next to 
the inaccessible tank of the Brahmana Rishi Samvarta, one 
acquireth personal beauty, and prosperity. Repairing next 
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to Vena, he that offers oblations of water to the gods and 
the Pitris, obtains a car drawn by peacocks and cr$nes« 
Sojourning next to the Godavari, ever frequented by the 
Siddhas, one eameth the merit of the cow-sacrifice, and 
goeth to the excellent region of Vasuki.* Bathing next at 
the confluence of the Venna, one obtains the merit of the 
Vdjapeya sacrifice. By a dip next at the confluence of 
VaradA, one acquires the merit of giving away a thousand 
kine, Arriving next at Brahmasthana, one that stayetb there 
for three nights acquireth the merit of giving away a thou-* ' 
sand kine, and also ascendeth to heaven. Coming next to 
Ku^aplavana, with subdued soul and leading a Brahmacharya 
mode of life, and staying there for three nights, he that 
bathes in it obtains the merit of the horse-sacrifice. Bathing 
next at the romantic Deva-hrada that is supplied by the 
waters of the Krishna- Venna, and also in the Jatismara- 
hrada, one acquireth the memory of one’s former life. It 
was there that the chief of the celestials celebrated an hun- 
dred sacrifices and aseended to heaven. By a visit only to 
that spot, one acquireth the merit of the Agnisktoma sacri- 
fice. Bathing next in the Sarvadeva-hrada, a person obtain- 
eth the merit of giving away a thousand kine. Proceeding _ 
next to the highly sacred tank called Payoshini that best of 
waters, he that offers oblations of water to the gods and the 
Pitris acquires the merit of the gift of a thousand kine. 
Arriving next at the sacred forest of Dandaka, a person should 
bathe (in the waters) there. By this, O king, one at once 
obtains, O Bharata, the merit of giving away a thousand 
kine ! Proceeding next to the asylum of Sarabhanga and 
that of the illustrious Suka, one acquireth immunity from 
misfortune, besides sanctifying his race. Then should one 
proceed to Surparaka, where Jamadagni’s son had formerly 
dwelt. Bathing in that tirtha of Rama, one acquaireth the 
merit of giving away gold in abundance. Bathing next in 
the Saptagodavara, with subdued sense and regulated diet, 

* A different reading is, Yayidokamha gackhati — goeth to the region 
of Vayu (Wind-god). 
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one earneth great merit, and goeth also to the region, of the 
celestials. Proceeding next to Devahrada, with subdued sense 
and regulated diet, a man obtaineth the merit of the Deva* 
satra sacrifice. One should proceed next to the forest of 
Tungaka, with subdued senses and leading a Brahmacharya 
mode of life. It was here that in olden days the Muni Sara* 
swata taught the Vedas to the ascetics. When the Vedas 
had been lost (in consequence of the Munis having forgotten 
them), Angirasa’s son, seated at ease on the upper garments* 
of the Munis (duly spread out), pronounced distinctly and 
with emphasis the word Oni. And at this, the ascetics again 
recollected all that they had learnt before. It was there 
that the Rishis and the gods Varuna, Agni, Prajapati, N&ra- 
yana also called Hari, Mahadeva, and the illustrious Grand* 
sire of great splendour, appointed the resplendent Bhrigu 
to officiate at a sacrifice. Gratifying Agni by libations of 
clarified butter poured according to the ordinance, the illus- 
trious Bhrigu once more performed the Agnyddhdna sacrifiee 
for all those Rishis, after which both they and the gods went 
away to their respective homes one after another. One who 
enters the forest of Tungaka, is, O best of kings, male or 
female, cleansed of every sin ! There in that tirtha , O hero, 
one should reside for a month, with subdued senses and regu- 
lated diet ! By this, O king, one ascendeth to the region of 
Brahm2, and delivereth also his race ! Arriving next 
Medhavika, one should offer oblations of water to the gods 
and the Pitris. By this, one acquires the merit of the Agni - 
8htoma sacrifice, and also memory and intellect. There in 
that tirtha is the mountain known over the whole world and 
called Kalanjara. Bathing in the celestial lake that is there,' 
one acquires the merit of giving away a thousand kine. He 
that, O king, after a bath, offereth oblations (to the gods 
and the Pitris ) on the Kalanjara mountain, is, without 
doubt, regarded in heaven. Proceeding next, O monarch, to 
the river Mandftkini capable of destroying all sins and which 
is on that best of mountains called Ohitrakuta, he that bathes 
there and worships the gods and the Pitris, obtains the 
merit of the horse-sacrifice, and attains to an exalted state- 
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One should next, O virtuous one, proceed to the excellent 
tiHhd called BhartristhEna, where, O king, ever dwells the 
celestial generalissimo Karfcikeya. By a journey only to that 
spot, a person, O foremost of kings, attaineth to success ! Bath- 
ing next at the tirtha called Koti, one earneth the merit o£ 
giving away a thousand kine. Having walked round Koti, one 
should proceed next to Jyeshthasthana. Beholding Mahadeva, 
who is there, one shineth like the moon. There, O mighty 
monarch, is a celebrated well, O bull of the Bharata race I 
There in that well, O foremost of warriors, are the four seas ! 
He that bathes there, O foremost of kings, and with sub- 
dued soul worships the gods and the Pitris, cleansed of all hia 
sins, attaineth to an exalted state. Then, O mighty king, 
should one proceed to the great Sringaverapura, where, O 
foremost of kings, formerly Kama, Da^aratha’s son, had 
crossed (the GangE) ! Bathing in that tirtha , one, O mighty- 
armed one, is cleansed of all his sins ! Bathing, with sub- 
dued senses and leading a Brahmacharya mode of life, in 
Ganga, one is cleansed of every sin, and obtains also the 
merit of the Vdjapeya sacrifice. One should next proceed 
to the place called Mayuravata, conscerated to Mahadeva of 
high intelligence. Beholding there the god, bowing down to 
him, and walking round the spot, one acquireth, O Bharata, 
the Gdnapatya status ! Bathing in Ganga at that tirtha % 
one is cleansed of all his sins. Then, O king, should one 
proceed to Prayaga, whose praises have been sung by Rishis and 
where dwell the gods with Brahma at their head, the Direc- 
tions with their presiding deities, the Lokapalas, the Siddhas, 
the Pitris adored by the worlds, the great Rishis — Sanat- 
kumara and others, stainless Brahmarshis — Angiras and others, 
— the Nagas, the Suparnas, the Siddhas, the Snakes, the 
Rivers, the Seas, the Gandharbhas, the Apsaras, and the lord 
Hari with PrajEpati. There in that tirtha are three fiery 
caverns between which Ganga, that foremost of tirthas, rolleth 
rapidly. There in that region also the world-purifying daughter^ 
of the Sun, YamunE, celebrated over the three worlds, uniteth 
with Ganga. The country between Ganga and YamunE hr 
regarded as the mom veneris of the world, and PrayEga as thd 
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foremost point of that region. The tirthas Pray&ga, Pratu* 
th&na, Kamvala, A<jwatara and Bhagabat are the sacrificial 
platforms of the Creator. There, in those places, O foremost 
of warriors, the Vedas and the Sacrifices, in embodied forms, 
and the Rishis endued with wealth of asceticism, adore Brahma. 
And there the gods and rulers of territories also celebrate 
their sacrifices. The learned, however, say that of all these 
tirthds, O exalted one, Pray&ga is the most sacred, in fact, 
the foremost of all tirthas in the three worlds ! By going 
to that tirtha, by singing its praises, or by taking a little 
earth from it, one is cleansed from every sin. He that bathes 
in that confluence celebrated over the world, acquires all the 
merits of the Rajasuya and the horse-sacrifices. This sacrificial 
place is worshipped by the gods themselves. If a man giveth 
there ever so little, it increaseth, O Bharata, a thousandfold ! 
O child, let not the texts of the Veda, nor the opinions of 
men dissuade thy mind from the desire of dying at Prayaga, 
O son of the Kuru race, the wise say that six hundred million 
and ten thousand tirthas exist at Prayaga ! Bathing in the 
confluence of Ganga and Yamuna, one obtains the merit that 
attaches to the four kinds of knowledge and the merit also of 
those that are truthful. There at Prayfiga is the excellent 
tirtha of Vasuki, called Bhogabati. He that batheth in it, 
obtaineth the merit of the horse-sacrifice. There also in Gangfc 
is the tirtha famed over the three worlds, called Ramaprapa-* 
tana ; which confereth the merit of ten horse-sacrifices, O son 
of the Kuru race ! Wherever may a person bathe in Ganga, 
be carneth merit equal to that of a sojourn to Kurukshetra. 
An exception, however, is made in favor of Kanakhala, while 
the merit attaching to Prayaga is the greatest. Having 
committed an hundred sins, he that bathes in Gangs,, hath all 
his sins burnt off by the waters thereof, even as fuel is con- 
sumed by fire.* It hath been said that in the Sctiya yaga , 
all the tirthas were sacred; in the Tretd, Pushkara alone was 


* Another reading is G^ang^ipastulard^mivan ^ — M the waters of the 
Ganges (in respect of his sins) are like fire in regard to a heap of 
cotton. ” 
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uch ; in the Dwetpara, Kurukshetra ; and in the Kali 'yu§a, 
3angi> alone is sacred ! In Fushkara, one should practise 
ustcrities ; in MahAlaya, one should give away ; in the 
£*laya mountains, one should ascend the funeral pyre ; and 
n Bbrigutunga, one should renounce his body by foregoing 
ood. Bathing in Pushkara, in Kurukshetra, in Gangly and 
r n the confluence (of Gang& and Yamunft), one sanctifleth 
seven generations of his race up and down. He that reciteth 
Ae name of Gangs is purified while be that beholdeth her, 
receivetb prosperity ; while he that bathes in her and drinks 
)f her waters, sanctifieth seven generations of his race up and 
lown. As long, O king, as one's bones lie in contact with the 
waters of Gang!,, so long doth he live regarded in heaven, 
3 ven as one liveth in heaven in consequence of the merit 
ae earneth by pious sojourns to sacred tirthas and holy spots ! 
There is no tirtha that is like unto Gangi, there is no god 
like unto Kecjava, and there is none superior to BrShmanas, — 
this hath been said even by the Grandsire ! O great king, the 
region through which Gangi flows should be regarded as a 
pious asylum, and a spot of land that is on GangS/s shores, 
should be regarded as one favorable to the attainment of ascetic 
success 1 

This truthful description (of the tirthas) one should recit* 
Only unto the regenerate ones, unto those that are pious, Unto 
one's son and friends and disciples and dependents ! This 
narrative, without a rival, is blessed and holy, and leadeth to 
heaven. Holy and entertaining and sanctifying, it is pro* 
ductive of merit and high worth. Destructive of every sin, 
it is a mystery that the great Rishis cherish with care. By 
reciting it in the midst of BrShmanas, one is cleansed of 
every sin, and ascends to heaven. This description of Hrthas is 
auspicious and heaven-giving and sacred ; ever blessed as it is, 
it destroys one's enemies ; foremost of all accounts, it sharp*- 
ens the intellect. By reading this narrative the sonless obtain 
sons, the destitute obtain riehes, a person of the royal order 
conquereth the whole earth, the Vai$ya cometh by wealth 
the Sudra obtaaneth all bis desires, and the Br&hmana c ro se e t l 
the ocean (of the world)*. Purifying himself, he that listens 
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daily to the merits of the different tirthas , recollects the & 
cidents of many previous births, and rejoices in heaven ! & 
the tirthas that have been recited here, some are easily accedi 
Ible, while others are difficult of access. But he that is in 
spired with the desire of beholding all tirtkas , should sojourn 
to them even in imagination. Desirous of obtaining merit, the - 
Vasus, and the Saddhas, the Adityas, the Maruts, the Agwins, 
and the Rishis equal unto celestials, all bathed in these tirthas 1 
Do thou also, O thou of the Kuru race, observing the ordinance 
as explained by me, sojpurn with subdued senses, to these 
tirthas , increasing thy merit, O thou of excellent vows ! Men 
of piety and learning are able to visit these tirthas , by reason 
of their purified senses, their belief in Godhead, and their 
acquaintance with the Vedas ! He that doth not observe 
vows, he that hath not his soul under control, he that is impure, 
he that is a thief, and he that is of crooked mind, doth 
not, O Kauravya, bathe in tirthas ! Thou art ever observant 
of virtue, and art of pure character ! By thy virtue, O virtu- 
ous one, thou hast always gratified thy father and thy grand- 
father, and great-grand-fathers, and the gods with Brahma 
at their head, and the Rishis also, O thou versed in virtue ! 
Thou who resemblest Vasava, thou wilt, O Bhishma, attain 
to the region of the Vasus, and also eternal fame on earth ! — * 

“ Narada continued. ‘Having cheerfully spoken thus, the 
illustrious Rishi Pulastya, well-pleased, bidding Bhishma fare- 
well, disappeared there and then. And Bhishma also, O 
tiger among men, well understanding the true import of the 
fShcistras , wandered over the world at the command of Pulastya. 
Thus, O tfyou blessed one, did Bhishma end at Prayaga his 
highly meritorious sojourn to the tirthas , capable of destroys 
ing all sins ! The man that ranges the earth in .accordance 
with these injunctions, obtains the highest fruit of an hun-. 
Bred horse-sacrifices and earns salvation hereafter. Thou 
wilt, Q sou of. Pritha, obtain merit consisting of the eight 
attributes, even like that which Bhishma the foremost of the 
j^urus had obtained of yore. And as thou wilt lead these 
ascetics to those tirthas , thy merit will be much greater. Those 
4irtha$ are infested by Rakshasas, and no one, save thyself, Q 
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aon of the Kuru race, can go there ! Rising early he that 
reciteth this narrative by the celestial Rishi on the subject of 
the tirthas , becometh free from all sins ! Those foremost of 
Rishis, — Valmiki, and Ka<jyapa, and Atreya, and Kunda- 
jathara, and VigwSmitra, and Gautama, and Asita, and 
Pevala, and Markandeya, and Galava, ,and Bharadwaja, and 
Vacjishtha, and the Muni Uddalaka, and Saunaka, with 
bis son, and Vyasa, that best of ascetics, and Durvasas that 
foremost of Munis, and Javali of great austerities, — all these 
illustrious Rishis endued with wealth of asceticism, are staying 
in expectation of thee ! With these, 0 mighty king, do thou 
meet by visiting these tirthas / And, 0 illustrious monarch, 
a great Rishi of immeasurable energy, Lomaxja by name, will 
oome to thee ! Do thou follow him, and me, and by turns 
Visit these tirthas , 0 thou virtuous one ! By this, thou wilt 
acquire great fame, like king Mahabhisha ! 0 tiger among 
kings, even as the virtuous Yayati and king Pururavas, dost 
thou blaze forth with thy own virtue ! Like king Bhagiratha 
and the illustrious Rama, dost thou shine among kings even 
as the Sun himself! And thou art, O great king, celebrated 
(in the world) even as Manu, or Ikshwaku, or the highly 
famous Puru, or Yainya ! And as in days of yore the slayer 
of Yritra, after burning all his foes, ruled the three worlds, 
his mind freed from anxiety, so wilt thou rule thy subjects, 
after slaying all thy enemies ! And, 0 thou of eyes like lotus 
leaves, having conquered the earth according to the customs of 
thy order, thou wilt obtain renown by thy virtue, even like 
Karttaviryaryuna !’ ” 

Vaisamyayana continued, “ 0 great king, having com- 
forted the monarch thus, the illustrious Rishi Narada, bidding 
farewell to the king, disappeared there and then ! And the 
virtuous Yudhishthira, reflecting upon the subject, began to 
recite unto the ascetics the merit attaching to tirthas t" 

Thus ends the eighty-fifth Section in the Tirtha-yitri 
of the Yana Farva*. 



Section LXXXVI. 

(Tirtha-yStrS Parva continued . ) 

Vaisampayana continued. “Having ascertained the opinion 
of his brothers, and of the intelligent N&rada, king Yudhish- 
thira, addressing Dhaumya, who was like unto the Grandsire 
himself, said, — ' I have, for the acquisition of arms, sent away 
that tiger among men, Jishnu, whose prowess is incapable of 
being baffled, and who is possessed of long arms and immeasur- 
able intelligence! 0 thou of ascetic wealth, that hero is 
devoted to me, endued with ability, and well-skilled in wea- 
pons, and like unto the exalted Yisudeva himself ! I know 
them both, Krishna and Arjuna, those detroyers of enemies, 
O Brahmana, endued with prowess, even as the puissant Vyksa 
knoweth them ! I know Vasudeva and Dhananjaya to be none 
else than Yishnu himself, possessed of the six attributes. * 
And this is also what Narada knoweth, for he bath always 
spoken so unto me 1 I also know them to be the Rishia Nar» 
and Nir&yana j Knowing him to possess the ability, I have 
sent him (on the mission) ! Not inferior unto Indra and fully 
competent (for the task), I have sent that son of a god to- 
see the lord of the celestials and obtain weapons from him, 
Bhishma and Drona are Atirathas ;f Kripa and the son of 
Drona are invincible; these mighty warriors have been installed 
by Dhritarishtra's son in the command of his army. All 
these are versed in the Vedas, are heroic, and possessed of the 


* The word is Trigugau (in the dual number). Nilakantha exp lain s 
tiiis so, although he supposes it might as well mean, “ those that have 
been incarnate in pairs in the three Tugctt. ” The grammatical construc- 
tion of the words (in the sense taken by me) is “ Trvni Yug&ni Fugaldni 
thadaigwarggani bhaga samg&ni &c. ” 

t An Atiratha is a warrior fighting on a big car ami competent to 
fight at the same time with a very large number of warriors. A MahA- 
ratka is slightly inferior to an Atiratha. Here, however, it is used in 
the sense of a great and mighty car-warrior. M. Davies is not accurate 
when be renders Jioharath#(w bis £hagnvat-gita)a& “he of the great ear;” 
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knowledge of every weapon. Endued with great strength, these 
always desire to encounter Axjuna in fight ! And Kama also 
of the Suta caste is a mighty warrior versed in celestial wea- 
pons ! In respect of the impetus of his weapons, he is en- 
dued with the strength of the Wind-god ! Himself like a 
flame of fire, the arrows ( proceeding from him ) constitute 
its tongues! The slaps of his left hand cased in leathern 
fence constitute the crackling of that flame. The dust of the 
battle-field is its smoke. Urged by the sons of Dhritarashtra 
even as the wind urgeth the fire, Kama like unto the all- 
consuming fire at the end of the Yuga that is sent by Death 
himself, will, without doubt, consume my troops like unto a 
heap of straw! Only that mighty mass of clouds called 
Aijuna, aided by Krishna like unto a powerful wind, with 
celestial weapons representing its fierce lightning ; the white 
steeds, the rows of white cranes coursing underneath ; and the 
unbearable^Gkndiva, the rainbow ahead, is capable of extin- 
guishing the blazing flame represented by Kama, by means of 
its arrowy showers let off with unflagging steadiness.* That 
conqueror of hostile cities, Vibhatsu, will, without doubt, suc- 
ceed in obtaining from Indra himself all the celestial weapons 
with their fulness and life. Alone he is equal, I think, unto 
them all ! Otherwisef it is impossible (for us) to vanquish in 
fight all those foes, who have attained to eminent success in 
all their purposes ! We shall behold Arjuna that repressor of 
foes, fully equipped with celestial weapons, for Vibhatsu, hav- 


* The passage comparing Kama to a flame of fire and Arjuna to a 
mass of clouds is an instance of the highly ornate imagery of the Ayr&n 
bard. The diction is not at all turgid like the English rendering. 
Sanskrit admitting of the formation of compounds without the necessity 
of repeating the connecting particles, is peculiarly adapted to such des- 
criptions. The reader has not to stay even once for catching the sense* 
It is impossible to render the dignity and harmony of the original in 
any language not directly derived from the Sanskrit. 

t Alam is explained by Niiakantha as equivalent to Jetwm paryy&ptas, 
i.e, “ sufficient to vanquish, H or, as I have rendered it, “equal” or 
fully equal. ” The tu in the second line is explained by the same "scho- 
liast as M otherwise. * 
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ing once undertaken a task, never, droopeth under its weight t 
Without that hero, however, that best of men, ourselves, with 
Krishna cannot be at rest in Kimyaka ! Therefore, do thou 
mention some other wood that is sacred and delightful, and 
abounds in food and fruits, and that is inhabited by men of 
pious practices; — where we may pass some time, expecting 
the warlike Arjuna of unbaffled prowess, like the GliataJca * in 
expectation of gathering clouds ! Do thou tell us of some asy«* 
lams open to the regnerate ones, and lakes and streams and 
beautiful mountains ! O Brahmana, deprived of Afyuna, I do 
not like to stay in this wood of Kamyaka ! We wish to go 
Somewhere else f ” 

Thus ends the eighty-sixth Section in the Tirtha-yatra of 
the Vana Parva. 


Section LXXXVII. 

( Tirtha-yatra Parva continued .) 

Va^ampayana said. “ Beholding the Pandavas afflicted with 
anxiety and depressed in spirits, Dliaumya, who resembled 
Yrihaspati, spake thus, comforting them. ‘O bull of the 
Bharata race, O sinless one, listen to me as I mention certain 
sacred asylums and regions and tirthas and mountains, that 
are approved of by Brahmanas ! O king, listening to me as I 
speak, thyself with the daughter of Drupada and thy brothers, 
wilt, O lord of men, be relieved from grief ! And, O son of 
Pandu,by hearing only of these places, thou wilt acquire merit! 
And by visiting them thou wilt obtain merit a hundred times 
greater, O best of men ! First, O king, I will, so far, as I 


* VrUhttikama, ivdmvudam. Most of the Bengali translators have 
rendered it as “ like men in expection of rain -drops waiting for the 
clouds, ” which is certainly a very prosaic idea. Vruhtiktimas is another 
name for the bird called ChMaha, , which is popularly supposed to drink no- 
thing but rain-drops with beaks upraised. Its long, shrill note, with a 
touch of the pathetic, may be heard in summer, resembling the cry— 
Fatik jal - Fatik jal, i .e, “ a drop of clear water!” — “a drop of clear 
water ! ” The idea of the ChCitaka in expectation of the clouds is very 
common in Indian poetry. 
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fecollect, speak of the beautiful eastern country, much re- 
garded, O Yudhishthira, by royal Rishis ! In that direction, O 
J Bharata, is a place called Naimisha which is regarded by the 
celestials. There, in that region, are several sacred tirthas be- 
longing to the gods. There also is the sacred and beautiful 
Gbmati which is adored by celestial Rishis, and there also 
is the sacrificial region of the gods, and the sacrificial stake* 
of Surya. In that quarter also is that best of hills called Gayl, 
which is sacred and much regarded by royal ascetics. There, 
on that hill, is the auspicious lake called Brahmasara which is 
adored by celestial Rishis. It is for this that the ancients say 
that one should wish for many sons, so that even one among 
them may visit Gaya, celebrate the horse-Bacrifice, or give away 
a nilar f" bull, and thereby deliver ten generations of his race, up 
“and down. There, O monarch, is a great river, and a spot called 
Gaya9ira4 In Gaya^ira is a banian, which is called by the Brah- 
manas the Eternal$ banian, for the food that is offered there 
to the Pitris, becometh eternal, O exalted one ! The great river 
that floweth by the place is known by the name of Phalgu, 
and its waters are all sacred. And, O bull among the Bharatas, 
there also, in that place, is the Kau 9 iki, whose basin abounds 
in various fruits and roots, and where Vhjvvamitra endued with 
wealth of asceticism acquired Brahmanhood. Towards that 
dir 3 Ction also is the sacred Ganga, on whose banks Bhagirathai 
celebrated many sacrifices with profuse gifts (to Brahmanas). 
They say that in the country of Panchala, there is a wood 
called Utpala, where Vhjw&mitra of Kucika’s race had perform- 
ed sacrifices with his son, and where beholding the relics of 
Vhjw&mitra’s superhuman power, Rama, the son of Jamadagni, 
recited the praises of his ancestry. At Kamyaka K^ika’s 
son had quaffed the Soma juice with Indr a. Then abandoning 

* The word in the text is, Sdmitra , which is a stake to which beasta 
intended for sacrifice are tethered. 

f Vide note ante, p.272. 

% <}aya-$ira is lit. the head of Gaya. Gaya was an Asura slain by 
Vishnu. As a boon to the dying Asura, Vishnu granted that the spot 
where the Asura fell, should be a holy tirtha , . 

$ Vidi note ante> p,270. 
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the Kshatriya order, he began to say — J am a Brahmana 
in that quarter, O hero, is the sacred confluence of Gangfc 
•and Yamuni which is celebrated over the world. Holy, and 
sin-destroying, that tirtha is much regarded by the Bishis* 
It is there that the soul of all things, the Grandsire, had, 
in olden days, performed his sacrifice, and it is for this, O 
chief of the Bharata raoe, that the place hath come to be 
called Prayaga.* In this direction, O foremost of kings, lietb 
the excellent asylum of Agastya, O monarch, and the forest 
called Tipasa, decked by many ascetics. And there also is 
the great tirtha caled Hiranyavinda on the Kalanjara hills, and 
that best of mountains called Agastya, which is beautiful, sacred, 
4*nd auspicious. In that quarter, O descendant of the Kura 
race, is the mountain called Mahendra, sacred to the illustrious 
Kama of the Bhrigu race. There, O son of Kunti, the Grand- 
sire performed sacrifices of yore. There, O Yudhishthira, the 
sacred BhSgirathi entereth a lake,*}* and there also, O king, is 
that sacred river known by the name of the merit-bestowing 
Brahm& 9 &la, whose banks are inhabited by persons whose sins 
►have been washed away, and whose sight alone produoeth 
merit. In that direction also lieth the high-souled Mitanga’s 
excellent asylum, called Kedara, which is sacred and auspicious 
and' celebrated over the world. And there also is the mountain 
called Kundoda, which is so delightful and abounding in fruits 
and roots and waters, and where the king of the Nishadhas 
(Nala) had slaked his thirst and rested far a while. In that 
quarter also is the delightful Deva-vana which is graced by 
ascetics. There also are the rivers Yihuda and Nanda on 
the mountain’s crest. O mighty king, I have described unto 
thee all the tirthas and sacred spots in the Eastern quarter ! 
Do thou now hear of the sacred twthas , and rivers and moun- 
tains, and holy spots in the other three quarters !’ ” 

Thus ends the eighty-seventh Section in the Tirtha-yafcra 
of the Yana Parva. 


* “Lit, the place of eacufice 
t TUu lake, NiLakautha u 2%'hJ Jt f* 



Section LXXXVIII 
(Tirtha-y&tra Parva continued \) 

* Dhaumya continued. ‘Listen, O Bh&rata, I shall now 
narrate to thee in detail, according to my knowledge, the 
acred tirthas of the south ! In that quarter lieth the sacre<f 
nd auspicious river Godavari, full of water, abounding irr 
proves, and frequented by ascetics ! In that direction also are 
die rivers Vena and Bhimarathi, both capable of destroying 
sin and fear, and abounding in birds and deer, and graced 
with abodes of ascetics ! In that region also, O bull of the 
Bharata race, is the tirtha of the royal ascetic, Nriga, viz., the 
iver Payoshni, which is delightful and full of waters and visited ; 
yy BrShmanas. There the illustrious Markandeya, of high asce- 
tic merit sang the praises in verse of king Nriga’s line ! We have 
heard respecting the sacrificing king Nriga that which really 
took place while he was performing a sacrifice in the excellent 
tirtha called Varaha on the Payoshni. In that sacifice Indra 
became intoxicated with quaffing the Soma, and the Brahmanas, 
with the gifts they received ! The waters of the Payoshni; taken 
tip (in vessel), or flowing along the ground, or conveyed by tho 
wind, can cleanse a person from whatever sins he may commit 
till the day of his death. Higher than heaven itself, and pure, 
and created and bestowed by the trident-bearing god, therein 
that tirtha is an image of Mahadeva, beholding which a mortal 
goeth to the region of Siva. Placing on ona scale Gang& 
and the other rivers with their waters, and on the other, the 
Payoshni, the latter, in my opinion, would be superior to all 
the tirthae together, in point of merit ! Then, 0 foremost of 
the Bharata raee, on the mountain called Varuna-srotasa is the 
sacred and auspicious wood of Mathara, abounding in fruits and. 
roots, and containing a sacrificial stake. Then, Oking, it* is said 
that in the region on the north of the Plraveni, and about the 
sacred asylum of Kanwa, are many woody retreats of ascetics. 
And, O child, in the tirtha called Surparaka are two sacrificial 
platforms of the illustrious Jamadagni, called Pashana and 
Punascbandra, 0 Bh2wrafc$t ! And, O sen of Kunti, in tba£ 
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spot is the tirtha called A$oka abounding with woody retreats 
of ascetics. And, 0 Yudhishthira, in the country of the Pandy- 
as are the tirthae named Agastya and Varuna ! And, O bull 
among men, there, amongst the Pandyas, is the tirtha called 
the Kumaris. Listen, O son of Kunti, I shall now describe 
Tamrapami ! In that asylum the gods had undergone pen- f 
ances impelled by the desire of obtaining salvation. In that 
region also is the lake of Gokarna which is celebrated over fhe 
three worlds, hath an abundance of cool waters, and is sacred, 
auspicious, and capable, O child, of producing great merit. 
That lake is extremely difficult of access to men of unpurified 
souls. Near to that tirtha is the sacred asylum of Agastya’s 
disciple, the mountain Devasabha, which abounds in trees and 
grass, and fruits and roots. And there also is the Vaiduryya 
mountain, which is delightful and abounding in gems and cap- 
able of bestowing great merit. There on that mountain is the 
asylum of Agastya abounding in fruits and roots and water, 

‘I shall now, O lord of men, describe the sacred spots, and 
asylums, and rivers and lakes belonging to the SurJLshtra 
country ! O Yudhishthira, the Brahmanas say that on the sea? 
coast is the Chamasodvedana, and also Prabh£sa, — that tirtha 
which is much regarded by the gods. There also is the tirtha call* 
ed Pindaraka, frequented by ascetics and capable of producing 
great merit. In that region is a mighty hill named Ujjayanta, 
which conduceth to speedy success. Regarding it the celes- 
tial Ri8hi Narada of great intelligence hath recited an ancient 
sloka . Do thou listen to it, O Yudhishthira ! By performing 
auterities on the sacred hill of Ujjayanta in Surashtra, that 
abounds in birds and animals, a person becometh regarded in 
heaven. There also is Dwaravati, producing great merit, where 
dwelleth the slayer of Madhu, who is the Ancient one in em- 
bodied form, and eternal Virtue ! Brahmanas versed in the 
Vedas, and persons acquainted with the philosophy of the 
soul say that the illustrious Krishna is eternal Virtue. Go? 
vinda is said to be the purest of all pure things, the righteous of 
the righteous, and the auspicious of the auspicious. In all the 
threo worlds, He of eyes like lotus leaves is the God of gods, 
and is eternal He is the pure soul and the active principle of 
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life, is the Supreme Brahma and the lord of all I That slayer 
Madhu, Hari of inconceivable soul, dwelteth there P ” 

Thus ends the eighty-eighth Section in the Tirtha-yitrifr 
Of the Yana Parva. 


Section LXXXIX. • 

(Tirtha-ydtrcl Parva continued .) 

“ Dhaumya continued. T shall decribe to thee those sacre J 
spots capable of producing merit that lie on the west, in the 
country of the Anarttas.* O Bharata, there flows in a westward 
course the sacred river Narmada, graced by PHyangu and 
mango trees, and engarlanded with thickets of canes ! All the 
tirthas and sacred spots, and rivers and woods and foremost 
of mountains, that are in the three worlds, all the gods 
with the Grandsire, along with the Siddhas, the Rishis and 
the Charanas, O best of the Kurus, always come, O 
Bh&rata, to bathe in the sacred waters of the NarmadS, ! And 
it hath been heard by us that the sacred asylum of the Muni 
Vi^ravas, had stood there, and that there was born the lord of 
treasures, Kuvera, having men for his vehicles ! There also 
is that foremost of hills, the sacred and auspicious Vai- 
duryya peak, abounding with trees that are green and which 
are always graced with fruits and flowers ! O lord of the 
earth, on the top of that mountain is a sacred tank decked with 
full blown lotuses and resorted to by the gods and the Gan- 
dharbhas ! Many are the wonders, O mighty monarch, that may 
be seen on that sacred mountain which is like unto heaven it- 
self, and which is visited by celestial Rishis. There, O subju- 
gator of hostile cities, is the sacred river called Y^wimitra be- 
longing to the royal sage of that name and which abounds, O 
king, in many sacred tirthas ! It was on the banks of this river, 
that Yay&ti the son of Nahusha fell (from heaven) among the 
virtuous, and obtained once more the eternal regions of the 
righteous. Here also are the well-known lake called Puny&, 
the mountain called Mainaka, and that other mountain called 


* Another reading is ywvaishii, in the country of the Avantis, 




MAHJlBHARJLTJL 


* 9 * 

ULsita abounding in fruits and roots. And here also is tha 
sacred ajslum of Kakshasena, and, O Yudhishtkira, tha 
asylum of Chyavana also which is famed over every country, 
O son of Pandu ! In that spot y O exalted one, men attain to 
(ascetic) success without severe austerities. Here also, O mighty 
king, is the region called Jamvumarga, inhabited by birds and 
deer, and which constitutes the retreat of ascetics with souls 
under control, O thou foremost of those that have subdued 
their senses! Next lie the exceedingly sacred Ketum&lS, 
and Medhya ever graced with ascetics, and, O lord of earth* 
Gangadwara, and the well-known woods of Saindbabha which 
ore sacred and inhabited by the regenerate ones. There also 
is the celebrated tank of the Grandsire, called Pushkara, the 
favorite abode of the VaikhSnasas,* and Siddhas and Risliis* 
Moved by the desire of obtaining its protection, the Creator 
sang this verse at Pushk&ra, O chief of the Kurus and foremost 
of virtuous men \ If a person of pure soul purposes a so- 
journ to the Pushkaras in imagination even , he becometh 
purged from all his sins and rejoiceth in heaven P ” 

Thus ends the eighty-ninth Section in the Tirtha-y&trk of 
the Yana Parva, 


Section XC. 

(Tirtha-ydtra Parva continued 

u Dhaumya continued. HD tiger among kings, I shall now 
describe those tirthas and sacred spots that lie to the north ! 
Do thou, O exalted one, listen to me attentively! By hearing 
this narration, O hero, one acquireth a reverential frame of 
mind, which conduceth to much good ! In that region is the 
highly sacred Saraswati abounding in tirthas and with banks 
easy of descent. There also, O son of Pandu, is the ocean- 
going and impetuous Yamuna, and the thiha called Plakshfc- 
vatarana, productive of high merit and prosperity. It was 
there that the regenerate ones having performed! the Sdraswa- 

Vaikhdnasas are those ascetics that have entered into pure con- 
temptation, renouncing all acts and rites, 
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la sacrifice, bathed on the completion thereof. There also,0 
sinless one, is the well-known celestial tirtha called Agni<;iras, 
which is productive of great merit. There king Sahadeva 
had celebrated a sacrifice measuring out the ground by a 
throw of the Camya .* It is for this reason, O Yudhishthira, 
that Indra sang the praises of Sahadeva in verse ! Those 
verses are still current in this world, being recited by the 
generate ones. On the Yamuna Sahadeva worshipped the 
sacrificial fire , with gifts in hundred thousands to Brah* 
manas ! There the illustrious king, the imperial Bharata* 
performed five and thirty horse-sacrifices. O child, we have 
heard that Swarabhanga of yore used to fully gratify the 
desires of the regenerate ones ! There in this region is his 
celebrated asylum productive of great merit ! In that region 
also, O son of PrithS,, is the river Saraswati, which is ever 
worshipped by the good, where, in days of yore, the V5li- 
khilyas, O great king, performed sacrifices ! In that region also, 
O Yudhishthira, is the well-known river Dr^adwati, which is 
productive of great merit. Then, O chief of men, are Nagro- 
dhkkhya, and Panch&lya, and Punyakhya, and Dalbhyaghosha, 
and Dalbhya, which are, O son of Kunti, the sacred asylums, 
in the world, of illustrious Anandaya$as of excellent vows and 
great energy, and which are celebrated over the three worlds ! 
Here also, O lord of men, the illustrious Etavarna and 
Avavarna, versed in the Yedas, learned in Vedic lore, and 
proficient in the knowledge of Yedic rites, performed meri- 
torious sacrifices, O chief of the Bharata race f There also 
is V^akhayupa to which, in days of yore, came the gods 
with Varuna and Indra, and practised ascetic austerities. 
And therefore is that spot so eminently sacred ! Here also is 
Pialk$aka, where the great and illustrious and highly blessed 
Bishi Jamadagni performed sacrifices ! There all the prin- 
cipal rivers in their embodied forms, taking their respective 
waters, stood surrounding that best of sages ! And there 
also, O monarch, Vibhavasu (Fire) himself, beholding that 
high-souled one’s initiation, sang the following side a :—The 


* See note — 
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Rivers coming to the illustrious Jamadagni while sacrificing 
unto the gods , gratified the Brakmanas with offerings of 
honey ! O Yudhishthira, the spot where Gang a rusheth past, 
cleaving the foremost of mountains which is frequented by Gan- 
dharvas and Yakshas and Rakshas and Apsaras, and inhabited 
by hunters, and Kinnaras, is called Ganga-dwara. 0 king, 
Sanatkumara regarde th that spot visited by Brahmarshis, as 
also the tirtha Kanakhala (that is near to it), as sacred. 
There also is the mountain named Puru which is resorted to 
by great Rishis and where Pururavas was bora, and Bhrigu 
practised ascetic austerities. For this it is, O king, that that 
asylum hath become known as the great peak of Bhrigu* 
tunga. Near that peak is the sacred and extensive Vadari, 
that highly meritorious asylum, famed over the three worlds, 
of him, O bull of the Bharata race, who is the Present, 
the Past, and the Future, who is called Narayana and the 
lord Yishnu, who is eternal and the best of male beings, 
and who is pre-eminently illustrious. Near Vadari, the cool 
curreit of Ganga was formerly warm, and the banks 
there were overspread with golden sands. There the gods and 
Rishis of high fortune and exceeding effulgence, approaching 
the divine lord Narayana, always worship him ! The entire 
universe with all its tirthas and holy spots is there where 
dwelleth the divine and eternal Narayana, the Supreme soul, 
for he is Merit, he is the supreme Brahma , he is tirtJia, 
be is the ascetic retreat, he is the First, he is the foremost 
of gods, and he is the great Lord of all creatures. He is eter- 
nal, he is the great Creator, and he is the highest state of 
blessedness ! Learned persons versed in the scriptures attain 
to great happiness by knowing Him. In that spot are the 
Celestial Rishis, the Siddhas, and, indeed, all the Rishis, 
where dwelleth the slayer of Madhu, that primeval Deity and 
mighty Yogin ! Let no doubt enter thy heart that that spot 
is the foremost of all holy spots ! These, O lord of earth, 
are the tirthas and sacred spots on earth, these that I have 
recited, O best of men ! These all are visited by the Y asus, 
the SAddhyas, the Adityas, the Maruts, the A^wins, and the 
illustrious Rishis resembling the celestials themselves, By 
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sojourning, O son of Kunti, to those places, with the Br&h- 
manas and ascetics that are with thee and with thy blessed 
brothers, thou wilt be freed from anxiety f ” 

Thus ends the ninetieth Section in the Tirtha-yatri of! 
the Vana Parra, 


Section XCI. ' 

(Tivtha-yatra Parva continued.) 

Vai$ampayana continued. “ O son of the Kuru race, while 
Dhaumya was speaking thus, there arrived at the spot thq 
Rishi Loma^a of great energy. And the king, who was the 
eldest of Pandu’s sons, with his followers and those Brahmanaa 
sat round the highly righteous one, like the celestials in 
heaven sitting round Sakra. And having received him duly, 
Yudhishthira the just inquired after the reason of his arrival, 
and the object also of his wanderings. Thus asked by P&ndu’s 
son, the illustrious ascetic, well-pleased, replied in sweet 
words, delighting the Pandavas. — ‘Travelling at will, O 
Kaunteya, over all the regions, I came to Sakra’s abode, and 
saw there the lord of the celestials ! There I saw thy heroic 
brother capable of wielding the bow with his left hand, seated 
on the same seat with Sakra. And beholding Partha on that 
seat, I was greatly astonished, O tiger among men ! And 
the lord of the celestials then said unto me , — Go thou unto 
the sons of Pandu ! At the request, therefore, of Indra as 
also of the high-souled son of Pritha have I come hither with 
speed, desiring to see thee with thy younger brothers ! 0 

child, I will relate what will please thee highly, O son of 
Pandu ! Do thou listen to it, O king, with Krishna and the 
Rishis that are with thee ! O bull of the Bharata race, Partha 
hath obtained from Rudra that incomparable weapon for the 
acquisition of which thou hadst sent him to heaven ! That 
fierce weapon, known, by the name of Brahma-pira which 
arose after Amrita, and which Rudra had obtained by 
means of ascetic austerities, hath been acquired by Arcana, 
together with the Mantras for hurling and withdrawing 
it and the rites of expiation and revival. And, O Yudhisfc- 

38 
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ihira, Arjuna of immeasurable prowess hath also acquired' 
Vajras and Dandas and other, celestial weapons from Yama 
and Kuvera and Varuna and Indra, O son of the Kuru 
race ! And he hath also thoroughly learnt music, both vocal 
and instrumental, and dancing, and the proper recitation 
of the Selma (Veda) from VigwBvasu's son ! And having thus 
acquired weapons and mastered the Gandharva Veda , thy 
third brother Yibhatsu liveth happily (in heaven) ! Listen to 
me, O Yudhishthira, for I shall now deliver to thee the mes- 
sage of that foremost of celestials ! He hath commanded me 
saying, — Thou wilt , no doubt , go to the world of men ! O 
best of Brdhmanas , tell thou Yudhishthira these words of 
mine ! Soon will thy brother Arjuna come to thee , having 
acquired arms and accomplished a great deed for the celes* 
Hals that is incapable of being accomplished by themselves i 
Do thou meanwhile devote thyself to ascetic austerities , with 
thy brothers ! There is nothing superior to asceticism , and it is 
by asceticism that a person achieveth great results I And , 
O bull of the Bhdrata race , well do I know that Kama is en* 
fjtued with great ardour and energy and strength and prow* 
ess that is incapable of being baffled . Well do I know that , 
skilled in fierce conflict , he hath not his rival in battle ; that 
he is a mighty bowman , a hero deft in the use of .fierce 
weapons , and cased in the best of mail Well do I know that 
that exalted son of Aditya resembleth the son of Mahegwara 
himself ! Well do I also know the high natural prowess of 
the broad-shouldered Arjuna ! In battle Kama is not equal 
U/nto even a sixteenth part of Pritha's son ! And as for the 
fear of Kama which is in thy heart , 0 repressor of foes , I 
shall dispel it when Savyasdchi will have left heaven . And 
as regards thy purpose , 0 hero , to set out on a sojourn to 
tirthas , the great Rishi Lomaga will , without doubt , speak 
unto thee f And whatever that regenerate Rishi will relate 
unto thee touching the merits of asceticism and tirthas , thou 
shouldst receive with respect and not otherwise ! — ’ ” 

Thus ends the ninety-first Section in the Tirtha-yatr& of 
he Yana Parva, 



Section XCIL 

(Tirtha-ycttrct Parva continued.) 

f< Lomaqa continued. ‘Listen now, O Yudhishthira, to 
what Dhananjaya hath said ! — Cause my brother Yudhisi)^ 
thira to attend to the practice of virtue which leadeth to proa- 
perity ! Endued with wealth of asceticism, thou art conversant 
with the highest morality, with ascetic austerities of every 
kind, with the eternal duties of kings blessed with prosperity, 
and the high and sanctifying merit that men obtain from tirthas! 
Persuade thou the sons of Pandu to acquire the merit attach* 
ing to tirthas ! Do thou with thy whole soul persuade the 
king to visit the tirthas and give away kine ! — This is what 
Arjuna said unto me ! Indeed, he also said, — Let him sojourn 
to all the tirthas , protected by thee ! Thou wilt also protect 
him from Rikshasas, and watch over him in inaccessible 
regions and rugged mountain breasts. And as Dadhicha had 
protected Indra, and Angiras had protected the Sun, so do 
thou, O best of regenerate ones, protect the sons of Kunti 
from Raks^asas ! Along the way are many Rakshasas, huge as 
mountain oliffs. But protected by thee, these will not be able to 
approach the sons of Kunti ! — Obedient to the words of Indra 
and at the request of Arjuna also, protecting thee from dangers; 
I shall wander with thee ! Before this, O son of the Kura 
race, I have twice visited the tirthas / With thee I shall 
repair to them for the third time ! O Yudhishthira, Mapii 
and other royal Rishis of meritorious deeds had undertaken 
journeys to tirthas ! Indeed, a sojourn to them is capable of 
dispelling all fear, 0 king ! They that are crooked-mindadl 
they that have not their souls under control, they that 
are illiterate and perverse, do not, O Kauravya, bathe in 
tirthas ! But thou art ever of a virtuous disposition and con- 
versant with morality and firm in thy promises! Thou 
wilt surely be able to free thyself from the world ! Per, O 
son of Pandu, thou art even as King Bhagiratha, or Gaya, or 
Yayati, or any one, O son of Kunti, that is like them l* 

w Yudhishthira answered, T am so overwhelmed with 
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delight, O Br&hmana, that I cannot find words to answer thee I 
Who can be more fortunate than he who is remembered even 
by the lord of the celestials ? Who can be more fortunate than 
he who hath been favored with thy company, who hath 
Dhananjaya for a brother, and who is thought of by Vasava 
himself ? As to thy words, O illustrious one, in respect of a so- 
journ to the tirthas, my mind had already been made up at the 
words of Dhaumya ! O Brahmana, I shall start, at whatever 
hour thou mayst be pleased to appoint, on the proposed sen 
journ to tirihas. Even this is my firm resolve f ” 

Vaigampayana continued. “ Lomasa then said unto Yu« 
dhishthira, who had made up his mind to start on the propos- 
ed sojourn , — f O mighty king, be thou light as regards thy 
retinue, for by this thou wilt be able to go more easily !’ 

u Yudhishthira then said. 'Let those mendicants and 
Br&hmanas and Yogis that are incapable of bearing hunger 
and thirst, the fatigues of travel and toil, and the severity 
erf winter, desist ! Let those Brahmanas also desist that live 
on sweetmeats, and they also that desire cooked viands and 
food that is sucked or drunk as well as meat! And let 
those also remain behind that are dependent on cooks ! Let 
those citizens that have followed me from motives of loyalty, 
ai&d whom I have hitherto kept on proper stipends, repair to 
king Dhritarashtra ! He will give them their allowances in 
due time. If, however, that king refuses to grant them 
proper allowances, the king of the Panchalas will, for our 
satisfaction and welfare, give them these !* ” 

Vaicamp&yana continued. "And thereupon oppressed with 
grief; the citizens and the principal Brahmanas and Yotis set 
out for Hastinapura. And out of affection for Yudhishthira 
thbjust, the royal son of Amvika received them properly, 
and gratified them with proper allowances. And the royal 
son of Kunti, with only a small number of Br&hmanas, abode 
for three nights at K&myaka, cheered by Loma$a !” 

Thus ends the ninety-second Section in the Tirtha-yitxft 
of the Yana Parva. 



Section XCIIL 
(Tirtha-yatrd Parva continued.) 

Vaigampayana said. " Those Brahmanas then, that ha® 
been dwelling (with him) in the woods, beholding the sou of 
Kunti about to set out (on the pious sojourn), approached 
him, O king, and said, ‘Thou art about to set out, O king, on 
thy sojourn to the sacred tirthas, along with thy brothers and 
accompanied by the illustrious Rishi Lomaga ! O king, it be- 
hoveth thee, O son of Pandu, to take us with thee ! With- 
out thee, we shall not be able, O son of the Kuru race, to 
visit them at any time ! Surrounded by dangers and difficult 
of access, they are infested by beasts of prey ! These tirthds , 
O lord of men, are inaccessible to persons in small parties | 
Foremost of all wielders of the bow, thy brothers are ever 
brave ! Protected by your heroic selves, we also would so- 
journ to them ! Permit us to acquire, O lord of earth, through 
thy grace, the blessed fruit of tirthas ! Protected by thy 
energy, let us, O king, be cleansed of all our sins by visit- 
ing those tirthas and, purified by baths therein ! Bathing in 
those tirthas, thou also, O Bharata, wilt acquire without 
doubt the regions difficult of acqusition that Karttaviryya and 
Ashtaka, the royal sage Lomapada and the imperial and 
heroic Bharata only had earned ! In thy company, O king, we 
desire to behold Prabhasa and other tirthas , Mahendra and 
other hills, Ganga and other rivers, and Plaksha and other 
gigantic trees ! If, O lord of men, thou hast any regard for 
the Brahmanas, do thou our bidding ! Thou wilt surely have 
prosperity from this ! O thou of mighty arms, the tirthas are 
infested by Rakshasas that ever obstruct ascetic penances. It 
behoveth thee to protect us from them ! Protected by Lome^a 
and taking us with thee, sojourn thou into all the §ir(kcfa 
spoken of by Dhaumya and the intelligent N&rada as al&O aU 
those that have been spoken of by the celestial RisAi Lonsaqa 
endued with great ascetic wealth, and be thou, by this, 
cleansed of all thy sins !’ 

“Thus addressed respectfully by them, the king— that 
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bull amongst the sons of Pandu — surrounded by his heroic 
brothers headed by Bhima, with tears of joy in his eyes, 
said unto all those ascetics, ‘Let it be so ! 9 With the permis- 
sion then of Loma$a, as also of his priest Dhaumya, that 
foremost of Pandu’s sons with soul under complete control, 
-resolved, along with his brothers and Drupadas daughter of 
faultless features, to set out. Just at this time, the blessed 
Vyasa as also Parvata and Narada, all endued with high 
* intelligence, came to Kamyaka for seeing the son of Pandu, 
.Beholding them, king Yudhishthira worshipped them with 
jdue rites. And worshipped by the monarch thus, those 
blessed ones, addressing Yudhishthira, said, ‘O Yudhish- 
thira, O Bhima, and ye twins, banish all evil thoughts 
from your minds ! Purify your hearts and then set out for 
the Orthos ! The Brahmanas have said that the (observance 
.of) regulations in respect of the body are called earthly 
.vows, while efforts to purify the heart, so that it may be free 
from evil thoughts, are called spiritual vows. O king, the 
.mind that is free from all evil thoughts is highly pure ! Puri- 
,fying jrourselves, therefore, harbouring only friendly feel- 
ings for all, behold ye the tirthas ! Observing (earthly) vows 
in respect of your bodies, and purifying your minds by spiritual 
vows, obtain ye the fruits, as recited, of sojourns to tirthas F 
% “ Saying ‘So be it, * the Pandavas with Krishna, caused 

those celestial and human Rishis to perform the usual pro- 
pitiatory ceremonies. And those heroes, having worshipped 
the feet of Lomaga and Dwaip&yana and Narada and the 
celestial Rishi Parvata, O king, and accompanied by Dhaumya 
as also the ascetics that had been residing with them in the 
woods, set out on the day, following the full moon of Agra - 
k&yana, in which the constellation PushycL was ascendant, 
Pressed in barks and bides, and with matted locks on head, they 
were all cased in impenetrable mail and armed with swords, 
And, O J&namejaya, the heroic sons of Pandu, with quivers 
and arrows and scimitars and other weapons, and accompanied 
by Indrasena and other attendants with fourteen and one cars, 
a number of cooks, and servants of other classes, set out 
wjfch faces turned towards the east f '* 



VANA PABVA. 


dtfhi 

Thus ends the ninty-third Section in the Tirtha-yitA o£ 
the Yana Parva. 


Section XOIV, 

(Tirtha-ydtrci Parva continued . ) 

** Yudhishthira said* *0 best of celestial Rishis, I do not 
think that I am without merits ! Yet am I afflicted with 
so much sorrow that there never was a king like me ! I think, 
however, that my enemies are destitute of good qualities and 
even destitute of morality. Yet why, O Loma$a, do they 
prosper in this world V 

“ Lomacja said. ‘Grieve not ever, O king, O son of Prithft^ 
that sinful men should often prosper in consequence of the 
sins they commit ! A man may be seen to prosper by his sins, 
obtain good therefrom and vanquish his foes. Destruction^ 
however, overtakes him to the roots. O king, I have seen 
many Daityas and D&navas prosper by sin but I have also 
seen destruction overtake them ! O exalted one, I have 

i 

seen all this in the righteous age of yore. The gods practhh 
ed virtue, while the Asuras abandoned it. The gods visite^ 
the tirthas, while the Asuras did not visit them. And at first 
the sinful Asuras were possessed with pride. And prid^ 
begat vanity, and vanity begat wrath. And from wrath arose 
every kind of evil propensities, and from these latter, sprang 
shamelessness. And in consequence of shamelessness, good 
behaviour disappeared from among them. And because they 
had become shameless and destitute of virtuous propensities 
and good conduct and virtuous vows, forgiveness and prosperity 
and morality forsook them in no time. And prosperity then, 
O king, sought the gods, while adversity sought the Asuras, 
And when the Daityas and the Danavas, deprived of sense 
by pride, were possessed by adversity, Kali also sought to 
possess them. And, O son of Kunti, overwhelmed with pridtik 
and destitute of rites and sacrifices, and devoid of reason 
and feeling, and their hearts full of vanity, destruction over*, 
took them soon ! And covered with infamy, the Daity&a' 
soon exterminated, The gods, however, who were 
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S n their practices, sojourning to the seas, the rivers, the 
lakes, and the holy spots, cleansed themselves of all sins, C 
son of Pandu, by means of ascetic penances and sacrifices anc 
gifts and blessings, and obtained prosperity as the conse- 
quence. And because the gods always performed sacrifices anc 
holy deeds, abandoning every practice that was evil, and 
yisited the tirthas, as the consequence thereof they acquired 
great good fortune. Guided by this, O king, do thou also, 
with thy brothers, bathe in tirthas, for then thou wilt obtain 
prosperity once more ! Even this is the eternal road ! And, 
O monarch, as king Nriga and Shivi and Auginara and 
Bhagiratha and Vasumanas and Gaya and Puru and Puru- 
ravas, by practising ascetic penances and visiting tirthas and 
touching sacked waters and beholding illustrious ascetics, ob- 
tained fame and sanctity and merit and wealth, so wilt thou 
also obtain prosperity that is great ! And as Ikshwaku with his 
sons, friends and followers, as Muchukunda and Mandharti and 
king Marutta, as the gods through power of asceticism, and 
the celestial Rishis also, had all obtained fame, so wilt thou also 
obtain great celebrity. The sons of Dhritarashtra, on the 
other band, enslaved by sinfulness and ignorance, will, with- 
out doubt, be soon exterminated like the Daityas !* ” 

Thus ends the ninety-fourth Section in the Tirtha-yktrJ 
of the Vana Parva. 


Section XCV. 

(Tirtha-yatrd Parva continued .) 

Vaicampkyana said. u The heroic sons of Pandu, accom- 
panied by their followers, proceeding from place to place, at 
last arrived at Naimisha, O king, reaching the Gomati then, 
the Panda vas bathed in the sacred tirtha of that stream, and 
having performed their ablutions there, they gave away, O 
Bh&rata, both kine and wealth ! And repeatedly offering obla- 
tions of water, O Bharata, to the gods, the Pitris, and the Bra- 
hmanas, in the tirthas called Kanya, Acjwa, and Go, and stay-* 
ing (as directed) in Kalakoti and the Vishaprastha hills, the 
JjLauravas then, O king, reached Yahuda and performed their 
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ablutions in that stream. Proceeding next, O lord of earth, 
to the sacrificial region of the gods known by the name 
of Pray&ga, they bathed in the confluence of GangR and 
Yamuna, and residing there practised ascetic penances of 
great merit. And the Pandavas, of truthful promises, bath-, 
ing in that tirtha , cleansed themselves of every -sin. The 
sons of Pandu then, O king of the Bharata race, accom- 
panied by those BrShmanas, proceeded to the tirtha called 
Vedi, sacred to the Creator and adored by the ascetics. Re- 
siding there for some time and gratifying the Brahmanas 
with fruits and roots of the wilderness and clarified butter, 
those heroes began to practise ascetic penances of great merit. 
They then proceeded to Mahidhara consecrated by that vi*- 
tuouB royal sage Gaya of unrivalled splendour. In that region 
is the hill called Gaya<jira, as well as the delightful river called 
Mahanadi, with fine banks graced by bushes of canes. On 
that celestial hill o p holy peaks is a sacred tirtha called 
Brahmasara which is much adored by ascetics. There on the 
banks of that lake had dwelt of yore the eternal god himself 
of justice, and it was thither that the illustrious Bishi Agastya 
had repaired to behold that deity ! It is from that lake that all 
the rivers take their rise, and there in that tirtha , Mahadeva, 
the wielder of the Pindka, is present for aye. Arriving at that 
spot, the heroic sons of Pandu practised the vow that is 
known by the name of the Chdiurmasya, according to all the 
rites and ordinances of the great sacrifice called Rishiyajna . 
It is there that that mighty tree called the Eternal banian 
stands. Any sacrifice performed there produces merit that 
is eternal. In that sacrificial platform of the gods producing 
eternal merit, the Pandavas began to fast with concentrated 
souls. And there came unto them Brahmanas by hundreds, 
endued with weal,th of asceticism. And those Brahmanas 
also all performed the ChcUurmdsya sacrifice according to. 
the rites inculcated by the Rishis. And there in that 
tirtha , those Brahmanas old in knowledge and ascetic merit 
and fully versed in the Vedas, that constituted the court 
of the illustrious sons ofj&andu, talked in their presence upon 
various subjects of sacred import, And it was in that place 

39 
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that the learned* vow-observing, and sacred 'Shamatha, lead- 
ing, besides, a life of celebacy, spake unto them, O king, of 
Gaya the son of Amurttaraya ! And Shamatha said, ‘Gaya the 
son of Amurttaraya was. one of the foremost of royal sages. 
Listen to me, O Bharata, as I recite his meritorious deeds ! 
It was here, O king, that Gaya had performed many sacri- 
fices distinguished by the enormous quantities of food (that 
were distributed) and the profuse gifts that were given away 
(unto Brfihmanas.) Those sacrifices, O king, were distinguish- 
ed by mountains in hundreds and thousands of cooked rice, 
lakes of clarified butter, and rivers of curds in many hundreds, 
and streams of richly-dressed curries in thousands. Day after 
day were these got ready and distributed amongst all comers, 
while, over and above this, Brahmanas and others, O king, 
received food that was clean and pure. During the conclu- 
sion also (of every sacrifice) when gifts faere dedicated to the 
Brahmanas, the chaunting of the Vedas reached the heavens* 
And so loud, indeed, was the sound of the Vedic Mantras that 
nothing else, O Bharata, could be heard there ! Those sacred 
sounds, O king, filled the earth, the points of the horizon, the 
sky, and heaven itself ! Even these were the wonders that 
persons noticed on those occasions. And gratified with the 
excellent viands and drinks that the illustrious Gaya provided, 
men, O bull of the Bharata race, went about singing these 
verses ! — In Gaya’s great sacrifice, who is there today , among- 
st creatures, that stUl desireth to eat ? There are yet twenty 
jive mountains of food there after aU have been fed ! What 
the royal sage Gaya of unmeasurable splendour hath achieved 
in his sacrifice was never achieved by men before nor wiU be 
by any in future . The gods have been so surfeited by Gaya 
with clarified butter that they are not able to take anything 
that any body else may offer . As sand grains on earth , as 
stars in the fi/rmament, as drops showered by rain-charged 
clouds , cannot ever be counted by anybody , so can none 
count the gifts in Gaya's sacrifice ! 

“ ‘O son of the Kuru race, many times did king Gaya 
perform sacrifices of this description, here, by the side of this 
Brahmasara f ” 
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* Thus ends the ninety-fifth Section in the Tirtha-yitifc of 
fheVana Parva, 


Section XCVI. 

(Tirthary&tra Parva continued.) 

V ai$am payana said. " After this, the royal son of KuntI, 
who was ever distinguished for his profuse gifts unto Bra- 
hmanas, proceeded to the asylum of Agastya and took up his 
abode in Durjaya. It was here that that foremost of speakers, 
king Yudhishthira, asked Loma<ja as to why Agastya had 
slain Vatapi there. And the king also enquired after the ex- 
tent of that man-destroying Daitya’s prowess, and the reason 
also of the illustrious Agastya’ s wrath being excited against 
that Asura. 

* Thus questioned, Lomasa said, 'O son of the Kuru race, 
there was in the city callod Manimati, in days of yore, a 
Daitya named Ilwala, whose younger brother was Vatapi. One 
day that son of Diti addressed a Brahmana endued with ascetic 
merit, saying, ‘O holy one, grant me a son equal unto Indra l* 
The Brahmana, however, did not grant the Asura a son like 
Indra. And at this, the Asura was inflamed with wrath 
against the Brahmana. And from that day, O king, the 
Asura Ilwala became a destroyer of Brahman as. And en- 
dued with power of illusion, the angry Asura transformed 
his brother into a ram. And Vatapi also, capable of assuming 
any form at will, would immediately assume the shape of a ram. 
And the flesh of that ram, after being properly dressed, was 
offered to Brahmanas as food. And after they had eaten of 
it, they were slain. For whomsoever Ilwala summoned with 
his voice, he would come back to Ilwala, even if he had gone 
to the abode of Y&ma, in re-emodied form endued with life, 
and show himself to Ilwala. And so having transformed the 
Asura Vatapi into a ram and properly cooked his flesh and 
feeding Brahmanas thereon, he would summon Vfttipi. And 
the mighty Asura Vltapi, that foe of Brahmanas, endued with 
great strength and power of illusion, hearing, O king, those 
sounds uttered with a loud voice by Ilwala, and ripping open 
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the flanks of the Brahmana would oome laughingly ottt, O 
lord of earth ! And it was thus, O monarch, that the wicked 
hearted Daitya Ilwala, having fed Brahmanas, frequently 
took away their lives, 

“ ‘Meanwhile, the illustrious Agastya beheld his deceased 
ancestors hanging in a pit with heads downwards. And he 
-asked those personages thus suspended in that hole, saying, 
{What is the matter with you ! — Thus questioned, those utterers 
of Brahma replied, — It is even for offspring ! — And they also 
told him, — We are your ancestors ! It is even for offspring 
that we stay suspended in this pit! If, O Agastya, thou 
canst beget us a good so n, we may then be saved from this 
hell and thou also wilt obtain the blessed state of those hav- 
ing offspring ! — Endued with great energy and observant of 
truth and morality, Agastya replied, saying, — Ye Pitris, I 
will accomplish your desire ! Let this anxiety of yours be 
dispelled ! — And the illustrious Rishi then began to think of 
perpetuating his race. But he saw not a wife worthy of him 
on whom he himself could take his birth in the form of a son* 
The Rishi accordingly, taking those parts that were regarded as 
highly beautiful, from creatures possessing them created there- 
with an excellent woman. And the Muni, endued with great 
ascetic merit, thereupon gave that girl created for himself to 
the king of the Vidharbhas who was then undergoing ascetic 
penances for obtaining offspring. And that blessed girl of 
sweet face (thus disposed of) then took her birth (in Vidar- 
bha’s royal line) and, beautiful as the effulgent lightning, her 
limbs began to grow day by day. And as soon as that lord of 
earth— the ruler of the Yidarbhas — saw her ushered into life, 
be joyfully communicated the intelligence, O Bharata, unto 
the Brahmanas ! And the Brahmanas thereupon, O lord of 
earth, blessed the girl and they bestowed upon her the name 
Iiop&mudra, And possessed of great beauty, she began, O 
monarch, to grow quickly, like unto a. lotus in the midst of 
water or the effulgent flame of a fire. And when the girl 
grew and attained to puberty, an hundred virgins decked in or- 
naments and an hundred maids waited in obedience upon her 
blessed self, And surrounded by those hundred maids and 



VANA PASTAS 


501 


Virgins, she shone in their midst, endued as she was with brighl 
effulgence, like Rohini in the firmament amid an inferioi 
multitude of stars. And possessed as she was of good beba? 
viour and excellent manners, none dared ask for her hand 
even when she attained to puberty, , through fear of her 
father the king of the Vidharbhas. ' And LopamudrA devoted 
to truth and surpassing the Apsaras even in beauty, grati- 
fied her father and relatives by means of her conduct. And 
her father, beholding his daughter — the princess of Vidarbba 
•—attain to puberty, began to reflect in his mind, saying,— To 
whom should I give this daughter of mine 7 ” 

Thus ends the ninety-sixth Section in the Tirtha-yAtrA of 
the Vana Parva. 


Section XCVII. 

( TiHlia-yatra Parva continued . ) 

“ Loma$a .continued. ‘ When Agastya thought that giri 
to be competent for the duties of domesticity, he approached 
that lord of earth — the ruler of the Vidarbhas — and addressing 
him, said, — I solicit thee, O king, to bestow thy daughter LopA- 
mudra on me ! — Thus addressed by that Muni, the king of the 
Vidarbhas swooned away. And though unwilling to give the 
Muni his daughter, he dared not yet refuse. And that lord of 
earth then, approaching his queen, said, — This Rishi is en- 
dued with great energy. If angry, he may consume me with 
the fire of his curse. O thou of sweet face, tell me what is thy 
wish ! — Hearing these words of the king, she uttered not a 
word. And beholding the king along with the queen afflicted 
with sorrow, Lopamudra approched them in due time and said, 
— O monarch, it behoveth thee not to grieve on my account ! 
Bestow me on Agastya, and, O father, save thyself by giving 
me away ! — And at these words of his daughter, O monarch, the 
ting gave away Lopamudra unto the illustrious Agastya with 
due rites ! And obtaining her as wife, Agastya addressed Lopa- 
mudra, saying, — Cast thou away these costly robes and orna- 
ments !— And at these words of her lord, that large-eyed damse 
of thighs tapering as the stem of the Rarribhd cast away her 
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handsome and costly robes of fine texture* And casting theni 
away, she dressed herself in rags and barks and deer-skins, 
and became her husband's equal in vows and acts. And pro* 
ceeding then to Gang&dwara, that illustrious and best of 
Rishis began to practise the severest penances along with 
bis helpful wife. And Lopamudrfi herself, well-pleased, began 
to serve her lord from the deep respect that she bore him* 
And the exalted Agastya also began to manifest great lovo 
for his wife. 

u * After a considerable time, O king, the illustrious Rishi 
one day beheld Lopamudra, blazing in ascetic splendour, come 
up after the bath in her season. And pleased with the girl 
for her services, her purity, and self control, as also with her 
grace and beauty, he summoned her for marital intercourse. 
The girl, however, joining her hands, bashfully but lovingly ad* 
dressed the Rishi, saying, — The husband, without doubt, wedd- 
eth the wife for offspring. But it behoveth tbee, O Rishi, to 
show that love to me which I have for thee I And it behoveth 
thee, O regenerate one, to approach me on a bed like to that 
which I had in the palace of my father ! I also desire that 
thou shouldst be decked in garlands of flowers and other orna- 
ments, and that I should approach thee adorned in those celes- 
tial ornaments that I like ! Otherwise, I cannot approach 
thee, dressed in these rags dyed in red ! Nor, O regenerate 
Rishi, is it sinful to wear ornaments ( on such an occasion ) ! 
—Hearing these words of his wife, Agastya replied, — O blessed 
girl, O thou of slender waist, I have not wealth like to what 
thy father hath, O Lopamudra ! — She answered, saying, — Then 
who art endued with wealth of asceticism, art certainly able 
to bring hither within a moment, by asoetic power, everything 
that exists in the world of men ! — Agastya said, — It is even 
so as thou hast said! That, however, would waste my ascet- 
ic merit. O, bid me do that which may not lessen my ascetic 
merit ! — Lop&mudri then said,— O thou endued with wealth 
of ascetism, my season will not last long. I do not desire, 
however, to approach thee otherwise. Nor do I desire to 
diminish thy ( ascetic ) merit in any way. It behoveth thee, 
however, to do as I desire, without injuring thy virtue 1— 
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<<f Agastya then said,— O blessed girl, if this be tberesolv 
that thou hast settled in thy heart, I will go out in quest o 
wealth ! Meanwhile, stay thou here as it pleaseth thee l— 9 99 
Thus ends the ninety-seventh Section in the Tirth-y&tsal ci 
the Yana Farva, 


Section XCVIII. 

( Tirtha-yatra Parva continued . ) 

%t Lomasa continued ‘Agastya then, O son of the Kura 
race, went to king Srutarvan who was regarded as richer than 
other kings, to beg for wealth. And that monarch, learning 
of the arrival of the pot-born Rishi on the frontiers of his king- 
dom, went out with his ministers and received the holy man 
with respect. And the king, duly offering the Arghya in the 
first instance, submissively and with joined hands enquired then 
after the reason of the Rishi’s arrival. And Agastya answered, 
saying, — O lord of earth, know that I have come to thee, 
desirous of wealth. Give me a portion according to thy abi- 
lity and without doing injury to others . — ’ 

“Loma^a continued ‘The king, then, representing unto 
the Rishi the equality of his expenditure and income, said, — 
O learned one, take thou from my possessions the wealth thou 
pleasest ! — Beholding, however, the equality of that monarch’s 
expenditure with income, the Rishi who always saw both sides 
with equal eyes, thought that if he took anything under the 
circumstances, his act would result in injury to creatures. Tak- 
ing, therefore, Srutarvan with him, the Rishi went to king 
Vradhna^wa. The latter, hearing of their arrival on his frontiers, 
received them duly. And Vradhnaswa also offered them the 
Arghyas and water to wash their feet. And the monarch, with 
their permission, then enquired after the reason of their com- 
ing. And Agastya said, — 0 lord of earth, know that we have 
come to thee, desirous of wealth ! Give us what thou eanst* 
without doing any injury to others l — 9 

“ Lomaga continued ‘That monarch then represented unto 
them the equality of his expenditure and income, and said,— 
Knowing this, take ye what ye desire !— The Rishi, however. 
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who saw both sides with equal eyes, beholding the equality of 
that monarch’s income with expenditure, thought that if he 
took anything under the circumstances, his act would result in 
injury to all creatures. Agastyaand Srutarvan, with king 
Vradhna^wa then went to Purukutsa’s son, Trasadasyu, of enor* 
mous wealth. The high-souled Trasadasyu, learning of their 
arrival on the confines of his kingdom went out, O king, and 
received them well. And that best of monarchs in Ikshakus* 
line, having worshipped all of them duly, enquired after the 
reason of their arrival. And Agastya answered,— O lord of 
earth, know that we have all come to thee, desirous of wealth 1 
Give us what you can, without injuring others! — * 

“Lomacja continued. ‘That monarch then, represented un- 
to them the equality of his income with expenditure, and said, 
— Knowing this, take ye what ye desire ! — Beholding, however, 
the equality of that monarch’s expenditure with income, the 
Bishi who saw both sides with equal eyes thought that if he 
took anything under the circumstances, his act would re- 
sult in injury to all creatures. Then, O monarch, all those 
kings, looking at one another, together spake unto the Bishi, 
saying, — O Brahmana, there is“a Danava of name Ilwala who, 
of all persons on earth, is possessed of enormous wealth ! Let 
us all approach him today and beg wealth of him ! — * 

“ Lomaga continued. ‘This suggestion, O king, of begging 
wealth of Ilwala appeared to them to be proper. And, O 
monarch, all of them went together to Ilwala after this ! ’ ” 
Thus ends the ninety-eighth Section in the Tirtha-yatra of 
the Yana Parva. 


Section XCIX. 

( Tirtha-yatra Parva continued . ) 

u LomaQa said. ‘When Ilwala learnt that those kings along 
with the great Bishi had arrived on the confines of his domain, 
he went out with his ministers and worshipped them duly. 
And that prince of Asuras received them hospitably, enter- 
taining them, O son of the Kuru race, with well-dressed meat 
supplied by his brother YatSlpi <transformed into a ram*) Thea 
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all those royal sages, beholding the mighty Asura Vfctipi, who 
had been transformed into a ram thus cooked for them, be* 
came sad and cheerless and were nearly deprived of them* 
selves. But that best of Rishis — Agastya — addressing those 
royal sages, said, — Yield ye not to grief: I will eat up the 
great Asura ! — And the mighty Rishi then sat himself down 
on an excellent seat, and the prince of Asuras, Ilwala* 
began to distribute the food smilingly. And Agastya ate up 
the whole of the meat supplied by Vitipi (transformed 
into a ram). And after the dinner was over, Ilwala began 
to summon his brother. But thereupon a quantity of air 
alone came out of the illustrious Rishi’s stomach, with a 
Sound that was as loud, O child, as the roar of the clouds* 
And Ilwala repeatedly said, — Come out, O VfctEpi ! — Then 
that best of Munis — Agastya — bursting out in laughter, said, 
— How can he come out? I have already digested that 
great Asura. — And beholding his brother already digested, 
Ilwala became sad and cheerless, and joining his hands, along 
with his ministers, addressing the Rishi (and his companions,) 
said, — What for have ye come hither, and what can I do for 
ycu ? — And Agastya smilingly answered Ilwala, saying, — Wo 
know thee, O Asura, to be possessed of great power and also 
enormous wealth ! These kings are not very wealthy, while 
my need also of wealth is great. Give us what thou canst, with- 
out injuring others, — Thus addressed, Ilwala saluted the Rishi 
and said, — If thou canst say what it is that I mean to give, 
then will I give you at all ! — Hearing this, Agastya said,— O 
great Asura, thou hast even purposed to give unto each of these 
kings ten thousand kine and as many gold coins. And unto me 
thou hast purposed to give twice as much, as also a car of gold 
and a couple of horses fleet as thought ! If thou enquirest now, 
thou wilt soon learn that yen car is made of gold ! — Thereupon, 
O sou of Kunti, Ilwala made enquiries and learnt that the car 
he had intended to give away was really a golden one. And 
the Daitya then, with a sad heart, gave away much wealth and 
that car, unto which were yoked two steeds called Visi.va and 
Suriva. And those steeds, O Bhirata, took those kings and 
Agastya and all that wealth to the asylum of Agastya within 
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the twinkling of a to eye. *And those royal sages then, obtain*, 
ing Agastya’s permission, went away to their respective cities. 
And Agastya also ( with that wealth ) did all that his wife 
Lopamudra had desired. And Lopamudra then said, — O 
illustrious one, thou hast now -accomplished all my wishes! 
Beget thou a child on me that shall be possessed of great ener* 
gy ! — And Agastya replied unto her, saying, — 0 blessed and 
beauteous one, I have been much gratified with thy conduct ! 
Listen thou unto me as regards the proposal I make in respect 
of thy offspring ! Wouldst thou have a thousand son9, or a 
century of sons each equal to ten, or ten sons each equal to an 
hundred, or only one son who may vanquish a thousand ?— * 
Lopamudra answered, — Let me have one son equal unto a 
thousand, O thou endued with wealth of ascetism ! One good 
and learned son is preferable to many evil ones. — * 

“ Loma9a continued. ‘ Saying — So be it, — that pious Muni 
thereupon knew his 'devout wife of equal behaviour. And after 
she had conceived, he retired into the forest. And after the 
Muni had gone away, the foetus began to grow for seven years* 
And after the seventh year had expired, there came out of the 
womb the highly learned Dridasyu, blazing, O Bharata, in 
his own splendour ! And that great Brahmana and illustrious 
ascetic, endued with mighty energy, took liis birth as the 
Rishi’s son, coming out of the womb as if repeating the Vedas 
with the Upanishads and the Angas. Endued with great 
energy while yet a child he used to carry loads of sacrificial 
fuel into the asylum of his father, and was thence called 
Idhmavaha ( carrier of sacrificial wood ). And the Muni, be- 
holding his son possessed of such virtues, became highly glad* 
And it was thus, O Bharata, that Agastya begat an ex- 
cellent son in consequence of which his ancestors, O king, 
obtained the regions they desired. And it is from that time 
that this spot hath become known on earth as the asylum of 
Agastya. Indeed, O king, this is the asylum graced with nu- 
merous beauties, of that Agastya who had slain Vatapi of Pra- 
hrada's race. The sacred Bhagirathi, adored by gods and Gau- 
dharvas gently runneth by, like a breeze-shaken penon in the 
welkin, Yonder also she floweth over craggy crests descending 
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fewer and lower, and looketh like anaffrighted she -snake lying 
along the hilly slopes. Issuing out of the matted locks of 
Mah&deva, she passeth along, flooding the southern country 
and benefiting it like a mother, and ultimately mingieth with 
the ocean as if she were his favorite bride. Bathe ye as ye like 
in this sacred river, ye sons of Pandur! And behold there, O 
Yudhishthira, the tirtkcc of Bhrigu that is celebrated* over 
the three worlds and adored, O king, by great Bishis ! Bathing 
here, Rama (of Bhrigu 's race) regained his might, which had 
been taken away from him (by Da9aratha’s son)* Bathing here; 
O son of Pandu, with thy brothers and Krishna, thou wilt 
certainly regain that energy of thine that bath been taken 
away by Duryodhana, even as Rama regained his that had 
been taken away by Da^arathas son in hostile encounter/ ” 

Vai^ampayana continued. “At these words of Loma^ 
Yudhishthira bathed there with his brothers and Krishna* 
and offered oblations of water, O Bharata, to the gods and the 
Pitris» And, O bull among men, after Yudhishthira had 
bathed in that tirtha, his body blazed forth in brighter efful- 
gence, and he became invincible in respect of all foes. The 
son of Pandu then, O king, asked, Loma^a, saying, ‘O illusr 
trious one, what for had Rama’s energy and might been taken 
away ? And how also did he regain it ? O exalted one, I ask 
thee, tell me everything/ 

“Loma9a said. ‘Listen, O king, to the history of Rama 
(the son of Daijaratha) and Rama of Bhrigu’s line gifted with 
intelligence. For the destruction of Ravana, O king Vishnu, 
in his own body, took his birth as the son of the illustrious 
©a9aratha. We saw in Ayodhya that son of Da 9 aratha after 
be had been born. It was then that Rama of Bhrigu’s line, 
the son of Ricbika by Renuka, hearing of Rama the son of 
Da9&ratha — of spotless deeds — went to AyodhyA, impelled by 
curiosity, and taking with him that celestial bow so fatal to 
the Kshatriyas, for ascertaining the prowess of Da 9 arathaV 3 
son. And Da9aratha, hearing that Rama of Bhrigu’s race had 
arrived on the confines of his domains, sent his own son Rkma 
to receive the hero with respect. And beholding Da 9 aratha’s 
son approach and stand before him with ready weapons, Rama 
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of Bhrigu’s line smilingly Addressed him/ 0 son of Kuati, sty* 
I ng, — 0 king, O exalted one, string, if thou canst, with all thy 
might, this bow which in my hands was made the intsrument ef 
destroying the Kshatriya race !* Thus addressed* DacaMtha's 
son answered, — O illustrious one, it behovetb thee not to husxit 
me thus ! Nor am I, amongst the regenerate daises, deficient 
in the virtues of the Kshatriya order ! The descendants of 
Ikabw&ku in especial never boast of the prowess of their arms!— 
Then unto Dacaratha’s son who said so, Rama of Rhrigu’s Hue 
replied, — A truce to all crafty speech, O king ? Take this bow f 
—At this, Rama the son of Da$aratha> took in anger from the 
hands of Rama of Bhrigu’s Kne that celestial bow that had 
dealt death to the foremost of Kshatriyas. And, O Bh&rata, the 
mighty hero smilingly stringed that bow without the least exer- 
tion, and with its twang loud as the thunder rattle, affrighted all 
creatures. And Rfima the son of Dagaratha then, addressing 
R&ma of Bhrigu’s race, said,— Here, I have stringed this bow ! 
What else, O Brahmana shall I do for thee ? — Then Rama the 
son of Jamadagni gave unto the illustrious son of Dacaratba a 
celestial arrow and said, — Placing this on the bow-string, draw 
to thy ear, O hero ’ 

“ Loma$a continued. ‘Hearing this, Da^arathas son blaz- 
ed up in wrath and said, — I have heard what thou hast said, 
end even pardoned thee ! O son of Bhrigu’s race, thou art 
full of vanity 1 Through the Grandsire’s grace thou hast ob- 
tained energy that is superior to that of the Kshatriyas ! 
And it is for this that thou insultest me ! Behold me now in 
my native form : I give thee sight * Then R&ma of Bhrigu’s 
race beheld in the body of Dacaratba’s son the Adityas with 
the Vasus, the Rudras, the Sadhyas with the Marutas, the 
Pitris, Huta9ana, the stellar constellations and the planets, 
the Gandharvas, the Rikshasas, the Yakshas, the Rivers, 
the Tirthas, those eternal Rishis identified with Brahma and 
called the V&likhilyas, the celestial Rishis, all the Seas and 

— ■ 1 1 1 * i ' » i 1 ■ » ■ 

The word in the text is Kritcuktdam* This is explained by Nila- 
k&ntha as equivalent to “ made by me the engine of death.” The root 
Art, the same commentator points out, means “ to slay.” 
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Mountains, the Vedas with the Upanishads and Vashats and 
the Sacrifices, the Samos in their living form, the Science of 
weapons, O Bharata, and the Clouds with rain and lightning, 
O Yudhishthira ! And the illustrious Vishnu then shot that 
shaft* And at this the earth was filled with sounds of thun- 
der, and burning meteors, O Bhhrata, began to flash through 
the welkin. And showers of dust and rain fell upon the sob**- 
face of the earth. And whirlwinds and frightful sounds con- 
vulsed everything, and the earth herself began to quake. And 
shot by the hand of Rama, that shaft, confounding by its energy 
the other Rbma, came back blazing into'R&ma's hands. And 
Bhargava who had thus been deprived of his senses, regaining 
conciousness and life, bowed unto Rama — that manifestation 
of Vishnu's power. And commanded by Vishnu, he proceed* 
ed to the mountains of Mahendra. And thenceforth that 
great ascetic began to dwell there, in terror and shame. And 
after the expiration of a year, the Fitria, beholding Rftma 
dwelling there deprived of energy, his pride quelled, and 
himself sunk in affliction said unto him, — O son, having 
approached Vishnu, thy behaviour twearde him was not pro- 
per ! He deserveth for aye worship and respect in the three 
worlds ! Go, O son, to that sacred river which goeth by the 
name of Vadhusara \ Bathing in all the tirtkas of that 
stream thou wilt regain thy energy ! There in that river » 
the tirtha called Diptoda where * thy grandshre Bbrigu, O 
Rima, in the celestial age had practised ascetic penances of 
great merit ! — Thus addressed by them, Rama, O son of 
Kuoti, did what the Pitris bade him, and obtained back at this 
tiivifca, O son of Phndu, the energy be had lost ! Even this, 
O child, was what befell R&ma of spotless deeds in days of 
yore, after he had, O king, met Vishnu(in the form of Da$a*- 
ratha’s son) !’ ” 

Thus ends the ninety-ninth Section in the Tirtha-yitrft of 
the Vana Farva. 



Section C. 

(Tirbha-yatra Parva continued .) 

* Yudhishthira said. ‘O best of regenerate ones, I desir* 
•gain to hear of the achievements in detail of Agastya~~that 
illustrious Rishi endiled with great intelligence !* 

“ Loma$a said. ‘Listen now, O king, to the excellent an4 
Wonderful and extraordinary history of Agastya, as also, O 
monarch, about the prowess of that Rishi of immeasurable 
energy ! There were in the Krita age certain tribes of fierce 
D&navas that were invincible in battle. And they were 
known by the name of Khlakeyas and were endued with terri* 
ble prowess. Placing themselvss under Vritra and arming 
themselves with diverse weapons they pursued the celestials 
with Indra at their head in all directions. The gods then aU 
resolved upon the destruction of Yritra, and went with Indr^ 
at their head to Brahma. And beholding them, standing be* 
fore him with, joined hands, Parameshthi addressed them all 
and said, — Everything is known to me, ye gods, about what 
ye seek ! I shall indicate now the means by which ye may 
slay Yritra ! There is a high-souled and great Rishi known 
by the name of Dadhicha. Go ye all together unto him and 
solicit of him a boon! With well-pleased heart, that Rishi 
of virtuous soul will even grant you the boon. Desirous as ye 
are of victory, go ye all together unto him and tell him, — For 
the good of the three worlds , give us thy hones ! Renouncing 
his body, he will give you his bones ! W 7 ith these bones of 
his, make ye a fierce and powerful weapon to be called Vajvct, 
endued with six sides and terrible roar and capable of 
destroying even the most powerful enemies. With that 
weapon will he of an hundred sacrifices slay Yritra. 1 
have now told you all. See that all this is done speedily ! — 
Thus addressed by him, the gods with the* Grandsire’s leave 
(came away), and with Nar&yana at their head proceeded to 
the asylum of Dadhicha. That asylum was on the other 
bank of the river Saraswati and covered with diverse treers and 
creepers, And it resounded with the hum of bees as if they 
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were reciting Sctrn&s. And it also echoed with the melodious 
*iotes of the male Kokila and the Chakora . And buffalos and 
boars and deer and Chamaras wandered there at pleasure 
freed from the fear of tigers. And elephants with the juice 
prickling down from rent temples, plunging in the stream* 
sported with the she-elephants and .made the entire region 
i^esound with their roars. And the place also echoed with the 
loud roars of lions and tigers, while at intervals might be seen 
those grisly monarchs of the forest lying streched in caves 
%nd glens and beautifying them with their presence. And 
such was the asylum, like unto heaven itself, of Dadhioha» 
that the gods entered. And there they beheld Dadhicha look* 
ing like the sun himself in splendour and blazing in grace 
of person like the grandsire himself And the celestials 
saluted the feet of the Rishi and bowed unto him and begged 
of him the boon that the grandsire had bade them do. 
Then Dadhicha. well-pleased, addressing those foremost of 
celestials, said, — Ye celestials, I will do what is for your bene- 
fit! I will even renounce this body of mine myself! — And 
that foremost of men with soul under control, having said this, 
suddenly renounced his life. The gods then took the bones 
of the deceased Rishi as directed. And the celestials, glad at 
heart, went to Twashtri (the celestial Artificer) and spake to 
him of the means of victory. And Twashtri, hearing those 
words of theirs, became filled with joy, and constructed (out 
of those bones) with great attention and care the fierce 
weapons called Vajra, And having manufactured it, he joy- 
fully addressed Indra, saying, — With this foremost of weapons, 
Q exalted one, reduce that fierce foe of the gods to ashes ! 
And having slain the foe, rule thou happily the eatire 
domain of heaven, O chief of the celestials, with those that 
follow thee. — And thus addressed by Twahstri, Purandara took 
the Vajra from his hands, joyfully and with proper respect. ” 
Thus ends the hundredth Section in the Tirtha-yitra of 
the Vana Parva. 



Section Cl. 

(Tirtha*ydtrd Parva continued . ) 

* Loma$a said. * Armed with the Vajra then, and sup* 
potted by celestials endued with great might; India then 
approached Vrifcra, who was then occupying the entire earth 
and the heaven. And he was guarded on all sides by huge* 
bodied Kilakeyas with upraised weapons resembling gigantic 
mountains with towering peaks. And the encounter that took 
place between the gods and the D&navas lasted for a short 
while and was, O chief of the Bh&ratas, terrific in the ex- 
treme, appalling as it did the three worlds* And loud was 
the clash of swords and scimitars upraised and warded off by 
heroic hands in course of that fierce encounter. And heads 
(severed from trunks) began to roll from the firmament to the 
earth like fruits of the palmyra palm falling upon the ground, 
loosened from their stalks. And the Kill eyas armed with 
iron-mounted bludgens and cased in golden mail ran against 
the gods, like moving mountains on conflagration. And the 
gods, unable to stand the shock of that impetuous and proudly 
advancing host, brake and fled from fear. And Purandam 
of a thousand eyes, beholding the gods flying in fear and 
Yritra growing in boldness, became deeply dejected. And the 
foremost of gods, Purandara, himself, agitated with the fear 
of the K&leyas, without losing a moment, sought the exalted 
Nimy ana’s refuge. And the eternal Vishnu beholding Indra 
so depressed, enhanced his might by imparting unto him a 
portion of his own energy. And when the celestials beheld 
that Sakra was thus protected by Vishnu, each of them 
'mparted unto him his own energy. And the spotless Brah- 
narahis also imparted their energies unto the chief of the 
jBlmtimleu And favored thus by Vishnu and all the gods 
and by the high-blessed Risk is also, Sakra became mightier 
;han before. And when Vritra learnt that the chief of 
Ihe celestials had been filled with the might of others, he 
sent forth some terrific roars. And at these roars of his, the 
oarth, the directions, the firmament, heaven, and the moun- 
tains all began to tremble, And the chief of the celestials. 



PARTICULAR KOTTCE. 

We are glad to be able to announce to the public that 
«efficieut arrangements have recently been made to expedite 
the progress through the press of the English translation of 
tha Mahabharata. Owing to reasons which it is unnecessary 
to mention the progress of the publication had of late bean 
exceptionally slow, and hence it has come to be bruited about 
that the project itself of the translation is going to collapse. 
We beg most earnestly to assure the public that nothing of the 
kind is possible and that under divine Providence the work will 
be brought to successful issue under the auspicies of the 
Bharat Karyalaya . Indeed, the Secretary of the Institution 
will spare neither health nor means nor comfort to bequeathe 
to literature this important legacy — a legacy fraught with 
momentous consequences to the culture of the world. — “ Men 
may come, and men may go ” , as regards the mere literary 
execution of the work, but the work itself, it is devoutly 
believed, will go on, until it is an accomplished fact. Mine, 
if I may venture to say so, is a sacred mission — the mission, 
namely, of placing the spiritual treasures of Vyasa before the 
eyes of the world at large, with the view of assisting at its 
intrinsic development. And will not Hari smile benignly on 
such a humane project ? 

We have said that satisfactory arrangements have been 
made to push on the work vigorously through the press. The 
public will no doubt be glad to hear that the English transla- 
tion of the Mahabharata, among others counts such names, as 
those of Babu Kissari Mohan Ganguli, Dr. A. A. Fuhrer, 
Rev. S. S. Allnutt, Babu Krishna Kamai Bhattacharyya, Mn 
Behary Lai Gupta, c. s., Pandit Golab Saslri, Babu Bhudey 
Mukerjea, c. i. E., Pandit Pran Nath Saras wati, Dr. Gurudas 
Bonerjea and Babu Charoo Chunder Mukerjea; and that such 
an accomplished scholar as Mr. A. Macdonald, Editor of the 
Englishman , to whom the Karyalaya cannot be too highly 
grateful for the genuine interest he has uniformly taken in 
the English translation of the Mahabharata — has kindly pro- 
mised to examine the proofs. Such names are, it is presumed, 
a sure gurrantee of the success of any literary project.— 
Henceforth the English Mahabharata will proceed at a raph 
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pace,-— a part being published every month. Nor are we not 
in a position to hold out hopes to the public that in time we 
shall be able to issue monthly a couple of parts, or even 
three parts for that matter. My principle has always been t 
Speed with excellence, and I shall always make this principle 
my load-star. Excellence, however, is rarely compatible with 
speed, hut so help me Hari, I shall make the two ends meet. 
But the tree must be judged by its fruit — and let the public 
judge me by my performances. 

PROTAP CHUNDER ROY, 

Secy . IX B . Karyalaya . 


March 8, 1885, 
Mount Abu. 

“Dear Sir, 

I am very much obliged for your kindness in sending me 
a copy of the translation of the Mahabharata, parts I — XIV. 
I value it, not only as the fruit of what must have been a labor- 
ious and unceasing task, but as a most effective means towards 
familiarising us English readers with the thoughts and sen- 
timents of the old Sanskrit authors. The ‘band of students of 
Indian history* is a large and growing one, but the labours of 
official correspondence and the details cf administration seem 
to me also to increase so largely and constantly in India that 
many members of that band find but little leisure to carry back 
their studies of history to its legitimate sources in the original 
Sanskrit, — and to these your book will be particularly welcome. 

So I think it is a well-judged generosity that distributes 
copies to officials gratis. I am much pleased to find that I am 
numbered among the official recipients. 

Believe me 
Yours faithfully, 

** (Sd.) Elliot S, Colvin. ” 
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deeply agitated on hearing that fierce and loud roar, was filled 
with fear, and desiring to slay the A sura soon, hurled, 
O king, the mighty Vajra ! And struck with Indra’s Vajra 
the great Asura decked in gold and garlands fell headlong, 
like the great mountain Mandara hurled of yore from 
Vishnu’s hands* And although the prince of Baityas was 
alain, yet Sakra in panic ran from the field, desiring to 
take shelter in a lake, thinking that the Vajra itself had not 
been hurled from his hands and regarding that Vritra himself 
was still alive. The celestials, however, and the great Rishis 
became filled with joy, and all of them began to cheerfully 
chaunt the praises of Indra. And mustering together, the 
celestials began to slay the D&navas, who were dejected at the 
death of their leader. And struck with panic at sight of the 
assembled celestial host, the afflicted Danavas fled to the 
depths of the sea. And having entered the fathomless deep, 
teeming with fishes and crocodiles, the Banavas assembled 
together and began to proudly conspire for the destruction of 
the three worlds. And some amongst them that were wise in 
inferences suggested courses of action, each according to his 
judgment. In course of time, however, the dreadful resolu- 
tion arrived at by those conspiring sons of Diti, was that they 
should, first of all, compass the destruction of all persons 
possessed of knowledge and ascetic virtue. - The worlds are 
all supported by asceticism, therefore, they said, — Lose no 
time for the destruction of asceticism* Compass ye without 
delay the destruction of those on earth that are possessed of 
ascetic virtues, that are conversant with duties and the ways 
of morality, and that have a knowledge of Brahma ; for when 
these are destroyed, the universe itself will be destroyed.— 
And all the Danavas, having arrived at this resolution for the 
destruction of the universe, became highly glad. And thence- 
forth they made the ocean— that abode of Varuna— with 
billows high as bills, their fort, from which to n*a,ke their 
sallies.* ” 

Thus ends the hundred and first Section in the Tirtha- 
ydtra of the Vana Parra, 



Section CII. 

(Tiriha-y<Mr<& Pawn continued.) 

u Loma^a said. — ‘The Kaleyas then, having recourse to 
that receptacle of waters which is the abode of Varuna, began 
their operations for the destruction of the universe. And 
during the darkness of the night those angry Daityas bagan 
to devour the Munis they found in woody retreats and sacred 
spots. And those wicked wretches devoured in the asylum of 
Va9ishtha BrShmanas to the number of an hundred and 
eighty, besides nine other ascetics. And, proceeding to the 
asylum of Chyavana that was inhabited by many Brahmanas, 
they devoured a century of Brahmanas that lived upon fruit* 
and roots alone. And they began to do all this during the 
darkness of the night, while they entered the depths of the sea 
by day. And they slew a full score of Brahmanas of sub* 
dued souls and leading a Brahmacharya mode of life and liv- 
ing upon air and water alone, in the retreat of Bharadwaja. 
And it was thus that those D&navas, the Kaleyas, intoxicated 
with prowess of arms and their lives nearly run out, gradually 
invaded all the asylums of the Risbis during the darkness of 
the night, slaughtering numerous Br&hmanas, And, O best of 
men, although the Danavas behaved in this way towards the 
ascetics in woody retreats, yet men failed to discover anything 
of them. And every morning people saw the dead bodies of 
Munis emaciated with frugal diet, lying on the ground. And 
many of those bodies were without flesh and without blood, 
without marrow and without entrails, and with limbs separat- 
ed from one another. And here and there lay on the ground 
heaps of bones like masses of conch shells. And the earth 
was scattered over with the ( sacrificial ) contents of broken 
jars and shattered laddies for pouring labations of clarified 
butter, and with the sacred fires kept with care by the asce* 
tics. And the universe afflicted with the terror of the Kaleyas, 
being destitute of Vedie studies and Vashats and sacrificial 
festivals and religious rites, became entirely cheerless. Ancfc 
O king, when men began to perish in this way, the survivers> 



VASA PAJ&VX 


323 " 


afflicted with fear, fled for their lives in all directions. 
And some fled to caverns and some behind mountain-streams 
and springs, and some through fear of death, died without 
much ado. Aud some who were brave and mighty bowmen 
cheerfully went out and took great trouble in tracking the 
Dknavas. Unable, however, to And them out, for the Asura® 
had sought refuge in the depths of the sea, these brave men 
came back to their homes gratified with the search. And, 
O lord of men, when the universe was being thus destroyed, 
and when sacrificial festivals and religions rites had been sus- 
pended, the gods became deeply afflicted. And gathering 
together with Indra in their midst, they began, from fear, to 
take counsel of one another. And repairing unto the exalted 
and increate Narayana — that umvanquished god of Vadkuntha — 
the celestials sought bis protection. And bowing unto that 
slayer of Madhu, the gods addressed him, saying, — O lord, 
thou art the creator, the protector, and the slayer, of our- 
selves as well as of the universe 1 It is thou who hast created 
this universe with its mobile and immobile creatures ! O thou 
of eyes like lotus-leaves, it was thou who in days of yore 
hadst for the benefit of all creatures, raised from the sea the 
sunken earth, assuming the form of a boar ! And, O best of 
male beings, assuming also the form of half-man and half- 
lion, thou hadst slain in days of yore that ancient Daitya of 
mighty prowess known by the name of Hiranya-ka$ipu ! And 
that other great Asura also, Vali by name, was incapable of 
being slain by any one. Assuming the form of a dwarf, thou- 
hadst exiled him from the three worlds ! © lord, it was by 

thee that that wicked Asura, Jambha by name, who was a 
mighty bowman and who always obstructed sacrifices, was 
slain! Achievements like these, which cannot be counted, 
are thine ! O slayer of Madhu, we who have been afflicted 
with fear, have thee for our refuge l It is for this, O god of 
gods, that we inform thee of our present troubles ! Protect 

the worlds, the gods, and Sakra also, from a terrible fear. * ” 

Thus ends the hundred and second Section in the Tirtha- 
yatra of the Yana Parva. 



Section CIII. 

(Tirtha-yatrcL Parva continued .) 

“'The celestials said, — Through thy favor it is that all bom 
beings of the four kinds increase. And they being created, 
propitiate the dwellers of heaven by offerings made to the goeb 
and the manes of departed forefathers. Thus it is that people, 
protected by thee and free from trouble, live depending on 
one another, and (so) increase. Now this peril hath befallen 
the people, — We do not know by whom are Brahmanas being 
killed during the night. If the Brahmanas are destroyed, the 
earth itself will meet with destruction, and if the earth 
cometh to an end, heaven also will cease to exist. O mighty* 
armed bne, O lord of the universe ! we beseech thee (to act 
so) that all the worlds, protected by thee, may not come to 
an end, so it may please thee. — 

“ c Vishnu said. — Ye gods ! to me is known the reason of 
the destruction of the born beings. I shall speak of it to you ; 
listen with minds free from tribulation ! There exists an exceed- 
ingly fierce host, known by the name of Kalakeyas. They, under 
the lead of Vritra, were devastating the whole universe. -And 
when they saw that Vritra was slain by the sagacious Indra 
endowed with a thousand eyes, they, to preserve their lives, 
entered into the ocean, — that abode of Yaruna. And hav- 
ing entered the ocean, abounding in sharks and crocodiles, 
they at night kill the saints at this spot, with the view of 
exterminating the people. But they cannot be slain, as they 
have taken shelter within the sea. Ye should, therefore, think of 
some expedient to dry up the ocean. Who save Agastya is 
capable of drying up the sea ? And without drying up the 
ocean, these (demons) cannot be assailed by any other means. 
— Hearing these words of Vishnu, the gods took the permission 
of Brahma, who lives at the best of all regions, and went to 
the hermitage of Agastya. Then they beheld the high-souled 
Agastya, the son of Varuna, of resplendent mien, and waited 
upon by saints, even as Brahma is waited upon by celestials* 
^And approaching hini; they addressed the son of the Mitra and 
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Varuila, at the hermitage, magnanimous, and unswerving, and 
looking like an embodiment of pious works piled together; 
and glorified him by reciting his deeds. The deities said,— 
'Thou werfc formerly the refuge of the gods, when they were 
oppressed by Nahusha. Thorn of the world that he was, he 
was thrown down from his throne of heaven — from the celes- 
tial regions. Vindhya, the foremost of all mountains, sud- 
denly began to increase his height, from a wrathful competi- 
tion with the Sun, (i.e. to rival him in altitude). But he hath 
teased to increase, as he was unable to disobey thy command* 
And when darkness had covered the world, the bom beings 
were harassed by Death, but having obtained thee for a pro- 
tector, they attained the utmost security. Whenever we 
are beset by perils, thy reverence is always our refuge ; for 
this reason it is that we solicit a boon from thee ; as thou 
ever grantest the boon solicited (of thee). — ” * 

Thus ends the hundred and third Section in the Tirtha* 
yatra of the Yana Parva. 


Section CIV. 

( Tirtha-yatra, Parva continued . ) 

“Yudhishthira said, — ‘O great saint J I am desirous of 
hearing in detail why it was that Yindhya, made senseless 
with wrath, suddenly began to increase his bulk.' 

“Loma<ja said. — ‘The Sun between his rising and setting 
used to revolve round that monarch of mountains— the great 
Meru of golden lustre. And seeing this, the mountain Yindhya 
spake to Surya saying, — As thou every day goest round Meru 
and honorest him by thy circumambulations, do thou even the 
same by me, O maker of light ! — Thus addressed, the Sun 
replied to the great mountain, saying, — 1 do not of my own 
will honor this mountain by my circumambulations. By those 
who have built this universe, hath that path been assigned to 
me ! — Thus addressed, the mountain suddenly began to increase 
from wrath, desirous, O chastiser of foes ! of obstructing the 
path of the Sun and the Moon. And all the assembled gods 
came to Yindhya, the mighty king of mountains, and tried to 



UAM1&RJJUVJL 


de him from his course. But he heeded not what they 
And then all the assembled gods went to the saint, 
in the hermitage, engaged in the practice of austerities* 
le very best of persons devoted to virtue ; and stated 
t had happened to Agastya, possessed of exceeding mar- 
a power. 

The gods said, — This king of hills, Vindhya, giving way 
th, is stopping the path of the Sun and the Moon, and 
e course of the stars. O foremost of Br&hmanas ! O thou 
in gifts ! excepting^ thyself, there is none who can 
it him ; therefore do thou make him desist.*— -Hearings 
words of the gods, the Brahma na came to the mount- 
And he with his wife, having arrived there, came near 
ya and spake to him, saying, — O thou best of mount- 
I wish to have a path given to me by thee, as, for 
purpose, I shall have to go to the southern region. Until 
turn, do thou wait for me. And, when I have returned, O 
if mountains, thou mayst increase in bulk as much as 
ileasest, — And, O slayer of foes ! having made this compact 
/indhya, up to the present day Varuna’s son doth not 
from the southern region. Thus have I, asked by thee, 
ed to thee why Vindhya doth not increase in bulk, by 
of the power of Agastya ! Now, O king ! hear how the 
s were killed Sy the gods, after they had obtained 
irayer from Agastya. 

laving heard the words of the gods, Agastya theson of 
and Varuna, said, — Wherefore are ye come ? What boon 
solicit from me ? — Thus addressed by him, the deities 
jpake to the saint, saying, — This deed we ask thee to* 
viz., to drink up the great ocean, O magnanimous (saint)! 
we shall be able to slay those enemies of the gods, known 
name of Kaleyas, together with all their adherents !— 
£ heard the words of the gods, the s&iijt said,— Let it be 
shall do even what ye desire, and that which will conduce 
great happiness of men.— Having said this, he then pro- 
i to the ocean— the lord of rivers, — accompanied by sages, 
the practice of penances, and also by the deities, O thou 
adst an excellent life ! And men and snakes, celestial 
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choristers and Yakshas and Kinnaras followed the magnanimous 
saint,— desirous of witnessing that wonderful event. Then they 
came up all together near to the sea, of awful roar, dancing, as 
it were, with its billows, bounding with, the breeze, and laugh- 
ing with masses of froth, and stumbling at the caves, and 
thronged with diverse kinds of sharks, and frequented by flocks 
*>f various birds. And the deities accompanied by Agastyaand 
celestial choristers and huge snakes and highly-gifted saints, 
approached the immense watery waste.* ” 

Thus ends the hundred and fourth Section in the Tirtha- 
y&trk of the Yana Parva. 


Section CV. 

( Tirtka-yatra Parva continued . ) 

“Lomasa said. — ‘That blessed saint, the son of Vanina, 
having reached the sea, spake unto the assembled gods and 
the saints gathered together; saying, — I surely am going to 
drink up the ocean — that abode of the god of waters. Be ye 
■quickly ready with those preparations which it devolves upon 
you to make. — Having spoken these few words, the unswerving 
offspring of Mitra and Varuna, full of wrath, began to drink 
up the sea, while all the worlds stood observing (the deed). 
Then the gods, together with Indra, seeing how the sea was 
being drunk up, were struck with mighty amazement, and 
glorified him with laudatory words, saying, — Thou art our 
protector, and the Providence itself for men, — and also the 
creator of the worlds. By thy favor, the universe with its 
gods may possibly be saved from havoc. — And the magnani- 
mous one, glorified by the gods, — while the musical instru- 
ments of celestial choristers were playing all round, and 
while celestial blossoms were showered upon him— rendered 
waterless the wide ocean. And seeing the wide ocean render- 
ed devoid of water, the host of gods was exceedingly glad ; and, 
taking up choice weapons of celestial forgery, fell to slaying 
the demons with courageous hearts. And they, assailed by the 
magnanimous gods, of great strength, and swift of speed, and 
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fleet and valorous ( foes )— those residents of the heavenly 
regions, O descendant of Bharata ! And those demons, attack- 
ed by the gods, bellowing loudly, for a moment carried on a 
terrible conflict. They had been in the first instance burnt by 
the force of penances performed by the saints, who had matured 
their selves ; therefore, the demons, though they tried to the 
utmost, were at last slaughtered by the gods. And decked with 
brooches of gold, and bearing on their persons ear-rings and 
armlets, the demons, when slain, looked beautiful indeed, like 
paldsa trees when full of blossoms. Then, O best of men ! a 
few — the remnant of those that wers killed of the Kaleya race, 
having rent asunder the goddess, Earth, took refuge at the 
bottom of the nether regions. And the gods, when they saw 
that the demons were slain, with diverse speeches, glorified 
the mighty saint, and spake the following words, — O thou 
of mighty arms, by thy favor men have attained a mighty 
blessing, and the Kaleyas, of ruthless strength, have been 
killed by thy power, 0 creator of beings ! Fill the sea (now), O 
mighty-armed one ; give up again the water drunk up by 
thee. — Thus addressed, the blessed and mighty saint replied, — 
That water in sooth hath been digested by me. Some other 
expedient, therefore, must be thought of by you, if ye desire 
to make an endeavour to fill the ocean. — Hearing this speech 
of that saint of matured soul, the assembled gods were struck 
with both wonder and sadness, 0 great king ! And there- 
upon, having bidden adieu to each other, and bowed to the 
mighty saint, all the born beings went their way. And the 
gods, with Vishnu, came to Brahma. And having held con- 
sultation again, with the view of filling up the sea, they all, 
with joined hands, spake about replenishing it.* ” 

Thus ends the hundred and fifth Section in the Tirtha- 
yatra of the Yana Parva. 



Section CVL 

( Tirtha-yatrot Parva continued. ) 

ft LomaQa said. — ‘Them gathered together, Brahma, the 
grandfather of men, ( thus ) addressed, — Go ye, O gods ! 
whither your pleasure may lead you, or your desire conduct you. 
It will take a long course of time for the ocean to resume its 
wonted state ; the occasion will be furnished by the agnates 
of the great king Bhagiratha. — Hearing the words of the (uni- 
versal) grandfather (Brahma), all the foremost gods went their 
way, biding the day ( when the ocean was to be filled 
again.)’ 

“ Yudhishthira said. — ‘What was that occasion, O Saint ? 
And how did the agnates of ( Bhagiratha furnish the same) ? 
And how was the ocean refilled by the interferance of Bhagi- 
ratha? O Saint, who deemst thy religious practices as 
thy only treasure ! O thou of the priestly class ! I wish to 
hear all this (account) of the achievements of the king, narrated 
in detail by thyself.’ ” 

VaiQampayana said. — “Thus addressed by the magnani- 
mous and virtuous king, he, the chief of men of the priestly 
class, narrated the achievements of the hlgh-souled ( king ), 
Sagara. ” 

“ LomaQa said. — ‘There was born in the family of the Ikshwa- 
ku tribe, a ruler of the earth named Sagara, endued with 
beauty, and strength. And that same (king) of a dreaded name 
was sonless, 0 descendant of Bharata ! And he carried havoc 
through the tribes of the Haihayas and the Talajanghas ; 
brought under subjection the whole of the military caste ; (and 
so) ruled over his own kingdom. And, 0 most praiseworthy 
of the descendants of Bharata ! 0 chief of the Bharata race ! 
he had two wives, proud of their beauty and of their youth, 
— one a princess of the Vidarbha race, and the other of 
the royal line of Sivi. And, 0 chief of kings ! that same ruler 
of men, betook himself to the mountain Kailasa, accom- 
panied by both his wives, and with the desire of having a son, 
J>ecame engaged in the practice of exceedingly austere penances* 



MABABHAR*TA, 


BO 

nd being engaged in the practice of rigid austerities, and 
Iso) employed in the comtemplation known by the name of 
)ga, he obtained the sight of the magnanimous god, with three 
es — the slayer of the demon called Tripura ; the worker of 
essings (for all beings) ; the (eternally) existent one ; the ruling 
sing ; the holder of the Pinaka bow ; carrying in his hand 
s (well-known weapon), — the trident ; the god of three eyes ; 
e repository of (eternal) peace ; the ruler of all those that 
e fierce ; capable of assuming very many forms ; and the lord 
the goddess Uma. And that same ruler of men, of mighty 
ms, soon as he beheld the god — that giver of boons — fell 
>wn at his feet, with both his queens, aud preferred a prayer 
have a son. And the god Siva, well-pleased with him, spake 
bus) to that most righteous of the rulers of men, attended 
y his two wives, saying, — O lord of men ! considering the 
strological) moment at which thou hast preferred thy prayer 
d me, sixty thousand sons, O foremost of choicemen ! valor- 
is and characterised by exceeding pride, will be bom in 
ae of thy two wives (here). But they all, O ruler of the 
irth ! shall perish together. In the other wife, (however), will 
3 bora a single valiant son, who will perpetuate thy race.— 
having said this to him, the god Rudra (Siva) vanished from 
ght at that very spot, and that same king Sagara now came 
>ack) to his own abode, accompanied by his two wives, 
rceedingly delighted at heart (for what had happened) 
len. And, O most praiseworthy of the sons of Manu ! [i.e. 

en], there the two lotus-eyed wives of him — the A >rincess of 
ldarbha and the princess of Sivi— came (erelong) to be 
r ith child. And afterwards, on the due day, the princess of 
r idarbha brought forth (something) of the shape of a gourd ; 
ad the princess of Sivi gave birth to a boy as beautiful as a 
od. Then the ruler of the earth made up his mind to throw 
way the gourd, — when he heard (proceeding) from the sky 
speech (uttered) in a grave and solemn voice, — O king ! do 
iOu not be guilty of this hasty act ; thou shouldst not aban- 
>on thy sons. Take out the seeds from the gourd and let 
*em be preserved with care in steaming vessels partly filled 
, ith clarified butter, Then thou wilt get, 0 $cion of Bharata'* 
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face ! sixty thousand sons. O ruler of men * the great 
god (Siva) hath spoken that thy sons are to be bom in this 
manner. Let not therefore thy mind be turned awa} there-! J 
from. — * ” 

Thus ends the hundred and sixth Section in the Tirtha* 
yttri. of the Vana Parva, 

Section CVII. 

( Tirtha-yatra Parva continued .) 

“ Loma$a said. — 'O most righteous of kings ! when he 
heard these words (proceeding) from the sky, he had faith 
therein, and did all that he was directed to do, O chief of the 
men of Bharata’s race ! Then the ruler of men took separately 
each one of the seeds and then placed these divisions (of the 
gourd) in vessels filled with clarified butter. And intent on 
the preservation of his sons, he provided a nurse for every 
(receptacle). Then after a long time there arose sixty thou- 
sand exceedingly powerful sons of that same king — gifted 
with unmeasured strength. They were bora, O ~ruler of 
earth ! to that saint-like king, by Rudra’s favor. And they 
were terrible ; and their acts were ruthless. And they were able 
to ascend and roam about in the sky ; and being numer- 
ous themselves, despised every body, including the gods. And 
they would chase even the gods, the Gandh&rvas, and the 
Rakshasas and all the bora beings, being themselves valiant 
and addicted to fight. Then all people, harassed by the 
dull headed sons of Sagara, united with all the gods, 
went to Brahma as their refuge. And them addressed the 
blessed grandfather of all beings ( Brahma ), — Go ye your 
way, ye gods, together with all these men. In a not 
very long space of time, there will come about, O gods ! a 
great and exceedingly terrible destruction of Sagara’e sons, 
caused by the deed perpetrated by them. — Thus addressed, 
those same gods, and men, O lord of the sons of Manu ! bade 
adieu to the grandfather, and went back to whence they had 
come. Then, O chief of Bharatas race ! after the expiry of 
very many days, the mighty kiug Sagara accepted . the conse- 
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cfation for performing the rites of a horse-sacrifice. And his horsed 
began to roam over the world, protected by his sons. And when 
bhe horse reached the sea, waterless and frightful to behold, 
—although the horse was guarded with very great care — it 
[suddenly) vanished at the very spot (it stood upon). Then, O 
respected sir ! those same sons of Sagara imagined the same 
fine horse to have been stolen ; and returning to their father, 
oarrated how it had been stolen out of sight. And thereupon "" 
be addressed them, saying, — Go ye and search for the horse in 
ill the cardinal points. — Then, O great king j by this command 
>f 'their father, they began to search for the horse in all the car- 
dinal points, and throughout the whole surface of the earth. But 
all those sons of Sagara, all mutually united, could not find the 
horse, nor the person who had stolen it. And coming back then, 
they with joined palms (thus addressed) their father, (standing) 
before him, — O Protector of men ! O Ruler of the earth ! O king! 
by thy command, the whole of this world, with its hills and its. 
forest tracts, with its seas, and its woods, and its islands, with 
its rivulets and rivers and caves, hath been searched through by 
ns. But we cannot find either the horse, or the thief who had 
stolen the same. — And hearing the words, that same king became 
senseless with wrath, and then told them all, carried away 
by Destiny, — Go ye all, mny ye never return ! Search ye 
again for the horse. Without that sacrificial horse, ye must 
never return, my bo} r s ’ — ’ ” 

“ ‘And those same sons of Sagara, accepted this command 
of their father, and once more began to search through the en- 
tire world. Now these heroes saw a rift on the surface of the 
earth. And having reached this pit, the sons of Sagara began to 
excavate it. And with spades and pickaxes they went on 
digging the sea, making the utmost efforts. And that same abode 
of Varuna (namely the ocean), being thus excavated by the 
nnited sons of Sagara and rent and cut on all sides round, was 
placed in a condition of the utmost distress. And the demons 
and snakes and Rakshasas and various (other) animated beings 
began to utter distressful cries, while being killed by Sagara^ 
sons. And hundreds and thousands of animated beings 
were beheld with severed heads and separated trunks and with 
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their skins and bones and joints rent asunder and broken* 
Thus they went on digging the ocean, which was the abode 
of Varuna, and an exceedingly long space of time expired 
in this work, but still the horse was not found. Then, O 
lord of earth ! towards the north-eastern region of the sea> 
the incensed sons of Sagara dug down as far as the lower 
world, and there they beheld the horse, roaming about on? 
the -jirface of the ground. And they saw the magnani- 
mous Kapila, who looked like a perfect mass of splendour. 
And having beheld him shining with his brightness, just as the 
fire shineth with its flames, they, 0 king ! seeing the horse, 
were £ ished with delight. And they being incensed, sent 
forward by their fate, paid no heed to the presence of the mag- 
nanimous Kapila, and ran forward with a view to seize 
the horse. Then, O great king ! Kapila, the most righteous of 
saints, — he whom the great sages name as Kapila Yasudeva 
—assumed a fiery look, and the mighty saint shot flames 
towards them, and thereby burnt down the dull-headed sons 
of Sagara. And Narada, whose practice of austerities was 
very great, when he beheld them reduced to ashes, came to 
Sagara’s side, and gave the information to him. And when the 
king learnt this terrible news which proceeded from the mouth 
of the saint, for nearly an hour he remained sad, and then he 
bethought himself of what Siva had said. Then sending for 
Asuman, the son of Asamanjas, and his own grandson, he, O 
chief of Bharata’s race ! spake the following words : — Those 
same sixty thousand sons, of unmeasured strength, having 
encountered Kapila’s wrath, have met their death on my 
account. And, O my boy of stainless character ! thy father 
also hath been forsaken by me, in order to the discharge of 
my duty (as a king), and I being desirous of doing good to 
my subjects/ 

“Yudhishthira said. — ‘O saint, whose sole wealth consists in 
religious practices ! tell me for what reason, Sagara the 
foremost of kings, abandoned his own-begotten son, endued 
with valor — an act so difficult (for all other men)/ 

“ Loma^a said. — ‘A son was born to Sagara, known by the 
name of Asamanjas, — he who was given birth to by the prinfc# 
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9 of Sivi. And be used to seize by the throat the feebla 
lildren of the townsmen, and threw them while screaming 
to the river. And thereupon the townsmen, overwhelmed^ 
Ith terror and grief, met together, and all standing with 
ined palms, besought Sagara in the following way,— O 
•eat king ! thou art our protector from the dreaded peril 
' attack from a hostile force. Therefore it is proper for 
tee to deliver us from the frightful danger proceeding from 
samanjas. — And the most righteous of the rulers of men, 
zving heard this frightful news from his subjects, for nearly 
i hour remained sad and then spake to his ministers, saying, 
-This day from the city let my son Asamanjas be driven 
>tth. If ye wish to do what will be acceptable to me, let 
his be quickly done. — And, 0 protector of men ! those same 
linisters, thus addressed by the king, performed in a hurry 
xactly what the king had commanded them to do. Thus have 
; narrated to thee how the magnanimous Sagara banished his 
on, with a view to the welfare of the residents of the town. 

. shall now fully narrate to thee what Ansuman of the power- 
ul bow was told by Sagara. Listen to m3 ! 

“ ‘Sagara said. — 0 my boy ! sore am I at heart for having 
.bandoned thy father, on account of the death of my sons, and 
,lso on being unsuccessful in getting back the horse. Therefore, 
) grandson ! harassed with grief and confounded with the 
►bstruction to my religious rites as I am, thou must bring 
>ack the horse and deliver me from hell. — Thus addressed 
>y the magnanimous Sagara, Ansuman went with sorrow to 
hat spot where the earth had been excavated. And by that 
r ery passage he entered into the sea, and beheld the illustrious 
£apila and that same horse. And having beheld that ro- 
dent saint, most righteous of his order, looking like amass of 
ight, he bowed with his head to the ground, and informed 
iim of the reason of his visit Then, O great king ! Kapila 
vas pleased with Ansuman, and that saint of a virtuous soul 
told him to ask for a favor from him. And he in the first place 
prayed for the horse, for the purpose of using it in the sacrifice; 
in the second place he prayed for the purification of his fathers. 
Then the mighty chief of saints, Kapila spake, to him, saying* 
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1 shall grant thee everything that thou desirest, O stainless 
(prince) ! May good luck be thine ! In thee are fixed (the vir* 
tues of) forbearance, and truth, and righteousness. By thee hath 
Sagara had ail his desires fulfilled. Thou art (really) a son to 
thy father ! And by thy ability the sons of Sagara will go to 
heaven (i. e. will be delivered from the consequences of their 
unhallowed death). And the son of thy son, with a view bo 
purify the sons of Sagara, will obtain the favour of the great 
god Siva, (by means of practising great austerities), and will 
(thus) bring (to this world) the river that floweth in three 
(separate) streams — (|Gang&), O chief of men! May good 
luck be thine ! Take thou with thee the sacrificial horse. 
•Finish, my lad ! the sacrificial rites of the magnanimous Sagara ! 
—Thus addressed by the illustrious Kapila, Ansuinan took th<* 
horse with him, and came baek to the sacrificial yard of the 
mighty-minded Sagara. Then he fell prostrate at the feet of 
the high-souled Sagara, who smelt him on the head* and narra- 
ted all the events to him, — all that had been seen and heard 
by him, — and likewise the destruction of Sagaras sons. He 
announced that the horse had been brought back to the 
ibte/lricial yard. And when king Sagara heard of this, he no more 
grieved on account of his sons. And he praised and honered Ausu r 
man, and finished those same sacrificial rites. His sacrifice finish*- 
ed, Sagara was greeted honorably by all the gods ; and he con*- 
verted the sea, Yaruna’s dwelling-place, in to a son of himself. 
And the lotus-eyed ( King Sagara ) having ruled his kingdom 
for a period of exceeding length, placed his grandson an the 
throne, (full of ) responsibilities, and then ascended to heaven. 
And Ansum&n likwise, O great king ! virtuous in soul, ruled over 
the world as far as the edge of the sea, following the foot-prints 
•of his father’s father. His son was named Dilipa, versed in 
virtue. Upon him placing the duties of his sovereign post, Ansu- 
man likewise departed this life. And then when Dilipa heard 
what an awful fate had overtaken his forefathers, he was eorely 


* A mode of endearment that prevailed among the ancient Hindus, 
and corresponds to the kissing of the forehead among the people of 
> Western Europe. 
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rieved, and thought of the means of raising them. And the 
uler of men made very great efforts towards the descent of 
fanga (to the mortal world). But although trying to the 
tmost of his power, he could not bring about what he so 
mch wished. And a son was born to him, known by the name of 
hagiratha, beauteous, and devoted to a virtuous life, and truth* 
il, and free from feelings of malice. And Dilipa anointed him 
s king, and betook himself to the forest life. And, O best of 
11 the scions of Bharata's race ! that same king (Dilipa), 
ddicted himself to a successful course of austerities, and at 
lie end of a (sufficient) period, from the forest departed to 
cavern’ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and seventh Section in the Tirtha- 
atra of the Yana Parva. 

Section CYIII. 

( Tirtha-ydtrd Parva continued.) 

“Loma^a said. — 'That same king, of a powerful bow, stand- 
ng at the head of the surrounding kings, (i.e. the occupant 
f an impirial throne), of a powerful car, (i.e. possessing every 
■reat fighting power), became the delight of the eyes and 
he soul of all the world. And he of the powerful arm came to 
earn how his forefathers had met an awful end from Kapila 
f mighty soul, and how they had been unable to attain the 
egion of gods. And he with a sorrowful heart made over his 
ingly duties to his minister, and, O lord of men ! forpractis- 
ig austerities, went to the side of the snowy Mountain (the 
lim&layas). And, O most praiseworthy of men, desirous of 
xtinguishing his sins by leading an austere life, (and thereby) 
btaining the favour 9 f the (goddess) Ganga, he visited that 
>remost of mountains — Himalaya. And he beheld it adorn- 
d with peaks of diverse forms full of mineral earth ; bes- 
rinkled on all sides with drops from clouds which were resting 
lemselves upon the breeze ; beautified with rivers and groves 
id rocky spurs, looking like (so many) palaces (in a city); attend* 
i upon by lions and tigers that had concealed themselves in ita 
a,ves and pits ; and also inhabited by birds of checkered forms, 
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'Which were uttering diverse sounds, such as the BhringarSjas, 
and ganders, and Datyuhas, and water-cocks, and peacocks, 
and birds with an hundred feathers, and Jivanjivakas, and 
black birds, and Chakoras of eyes furnished with black comers, 
and the birds that love their young. And he saw the mountain 
abounding in lotus plants growing in delightful reservoirs of 
water. And the cranes rendered it chiming with their 
sounds ; and the Kinnaras and the celestial nymphs were 
seated on its stony slabs. And the elephants occupying the 
cardinal points bad everywhere rubbed its trees with the 
end of their tusks ; and the demi-gods of the Vydyadhara class 
/ .ented the hill. And it was full of various gems, and 
jsas also infested by snakes bearing terrible poison, and 
of glowing tongues. And the mountain at places looked 
like (massive) gold, and elsewhere it resembled a silvery (pile), 
and at some places it was like a (sable) heap of collyrium. 
Such was the snowy hill where the king now found himself. 
And that most praiseworthy of men at that spot betook him- 
self to an awfully austere course of life. And for one thousand 
years his- subsistence was nothing but water, fruits and roots. 
When, however, & thousand years according to the cal- 
culation of gods had elapsed, then the great river Gang§, 
having assumed a material form, manifested to him her (divine) 
self. 

“ ‘Ganga said, — O great king ! what dost thou desire of 
me ? And what must I bestow on thee ? Tell me the same, 
O most praiseworthy of men ! I shall do as thou mayst ask me. 
— Thus addressed, the king then made his reply to Gang*, 
the daughter of the snowy Hill, saying, — O grantress of 
boons! O great river! my father’s fathers, while searching 
for the horse, were sent by Kapila to the abode of the god 
of death. And those same sixty thousand sons of Sagara of 
mighty soul, having met with the majestic Kapila, perished 
(to a soul) in an instant of time. Having thus perished, 
there hath been no place for them in the region of heaven. O 
great river ! so long as thou dost not besprinkle those same 
bodies with thy water, there is no salvation for these same 
Sagara s sons, 0 blessed goddess ! carry thou my forefathers, 
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Sagara’s sens, to the region of heaven. O great river 1 ott 
their account am I beseeching thee forsooth.—' 

“ Lomacja said. — ‘GangSi, the goddess saluted by the world 
having heard these words ef the king, was well pleased, and 
spake to Bhagiratha the following words, — O great king ! I 
am prepared to do what thou dost ask me: there is no doubt 
therein. But when I shall descend from the sky to the earth, 
the force of my fall wiH be difficult to sustain. O protector of 
men ! in the three worlds there exists none who is able to 
sustain the same, excepting Siva, the most praiseworthy of 
gods, the great Lord with the throat of sable blue. O 
{prince) of a powerful arm ! ' obtain the favour, by practis- 
ing austerities, of that same Siva — giver of boons. That 
same god will sustain my descent upon his head. Thy de- 
sire he will ‘fulfil, — the desire namely to be of service to thy 
fathers. — O king ! then the great king Bhagiratha having 
heard the same, went to the Kailasa hill, and betaking him- 
self to a severe course of penances, at the expiration of a cei> 
tain length of time, obtained the favour of that worker of 
blessings, (Siva). And, O protector of men ! that same best 
*of men, inorder that his forefathers might have a place in 
heaven secured to them, received from that very Siva the ful- 
filment of his wish, namely the wish that the descending 
Ganga might be sustained/' ' 

Thus ends the hundred and eighth Section in the tirtha- 
yatra of the Yana Parva. 

Section CIX. 

(Tirtha-yatra Pawa continued . ) 

" Lomaxja said. — ‘The blessed God having beared what Bhagi- 
ratha had said, and with a view to do what was agreeable to 
the residents of heaven, replied to the king, saying, — So let it 
be. O most righteous of the protectors of men, O (prince) of 
a powerful arm ! for thy sake I shall sustain the river of 
the gods, when she will take her descent from the sky, — she 
who is pure and blessed and divine. — O ( king ) of a mighty 
.arm! saying this, be c^me to the snowy mountain, surrounded 
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By his attendants, of awful mien, and with uplifted 1 weapons erf 
diverse forms. And standing there, he said to Bhagtaatha, the 
most praiseworthy of men, — O' (prince) of a powerful arm t do 
thou pray to the river, the daughter of the king of mountains. 
I shall sustain that most praiseworthy of rivers, when she fall* 
down from the third region of the world ( heaven )* — Having 
heard these words uttered by Siva, the king became devout (in 
heart), made obeisance, and directed his thoughts towards 
Ganga. Then the delightful (river), of pure water, in* being se 
thought of by the king, and seeing that the great lord (Siva) 
was standing (to receive her fall), came down all of a sudden 
from the sky. And seeing that she had taken her leap from 
the sky, the gods, together with the mighty saints, the Gan- 
dharvas, the snakes, and the Yakshas, assembled there as spec- 
tators. Then came down from the sky Ganga, the daughter of 
the snowy mountain. And her whirlpools were raging, and she 
was teeming with fishes and sharks. And her sustained, O king! 
Siva — her who was like a girdle to the sky and looked like a 
^wreath of pearls placed on the wide forehead of Siva. O kiugf 
she directing her course towards the sea, separated herself 
into three streams ; and her water was bestrewn with piles of 
froth, which looked like so many rows of (white) ganders* 
And crooked and tortuous in the movements of her body, ab 
places ; and at others stumbling as it were ; and covered witk 
foam as with a robe ; she went forward like a> woman drunk* 
And elsewhere, by virtue of the roar of her waters, she 
uttered ioud sounds. Thus assuming very many different 
aspects, when she fell from the sky, and reached the surface* 
of the earth, she said to- Bhagiratha, — 0 great king ! show me 
the path that I shall have to take. O lord of the earth ! 
for thy sake have I descended to the earth. — Having heard 
these words, king Bhagiratha directed his course towards the 
spot where lay those bodies of the mighty Sagara’s sons, in 
order that, O most praiseworthy of men! the holy water 
might flood (the same). Having achieved the task of sus^ 
taining Gang!, Siva, saluted by men, went to Kail&sa, the most} 
praiseworthy of mountains, accompanied by the celestials. And 
the protector of men (Bhagiratha), accompanied by Ganga, 



UfiAlSAftATAi 


840 

reached the sea ; and the sea, that abode of Vanina, was quickly 
filled And the king adopted Gangi as a daughter of himself 
and at that spot offered libations of water to the manes of hie 
forefathers : thus was his heart’s wish fulfilled. Thus asked by 
thee, I have narrated the whole story, how Gang!., running 
in three streams, was brought down to the earth for filling the 
Bea; how the mighty saint had drunk up the sea fora parti* 
cular reason ; and how, O lord ! Vatapi, the slayer of Brah* 
manas, was destroyed by Agastya.’ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and ninth Section in the Tirtha* 
yatra of the Vana Parva. 


Section CX. 

( Tiriha-yatra Parva continued . ) 

Vaicjampayana said. — “ O chief the Bharata race ! then the 
son of Kunti went at a slow pace to the two rivers Nanda 
and Aparananda, which had the virtue destroying the dread of 
sin. And the protector of men having reached the healthy hill 
Hemakuta, beheld there very many strange and inconceivabh 
sights. There the utterance of words caused the gathering 
of clouds, and thousand volleys of stones. And people at its 
sight, were struck sad, and were unable to ascend the 
hill.* There the winds blew for aye, and the heavens always 
poured down rains ; and likewise the sounds of the recitation 
of the sacred writ were heard, yet no body was seen. In 
the evening and in the morning, would be seen the blessed 
fire that carries offerings to the gods. And there flies 
would bite and interrupt the practice of austerities. And there 
a sadness would overtake the soul, and people would become 
sick. The son of Pandu, having observed very many strange 
circumstances of this character, again addressed his questions 
to Loma$a with reference to these wonderful things. 

“ Loma^a said. — 'O slayer of foes ! O king ! I am going 
to tell thee as we heard it before ; do thou attend to the 
same with intent mind. In this peak of Rishava, there was 
once a saint known by that name. And his life had lasted for 


* The text is very obscure at this place, 
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lnany hundred years. And he was devoted to penances, and 
was greatly resentful. And he, forsooth, for having been spoken 
to by others, from wrath addressed the hill thus, — Whoever 
should utter any words here, thou must throw stones at him* 
and thou must call up the winds to prevent him from making 
any noise. — This was what the saint spake. And so at this 
place, soon as a man utters any words, he is forbidden by a 
roaring cloud. O king ! thus these deeds were performed 
by that great saint, and from wrath he also forbade other 
acts. O king 1 tradition says that when the gods of yore 
had come to the Nanda, suddenly came over (there) a number 
of men to look at the celestials. Those same gods at whose 
head stood Indra, did not, however, like to be seen ; and 
so they rendered this spot inaccessible, by rasing obstructions 
in the from of hills. And from that day forward, O Kunti’s 
son ! men could not cast their eyes at any time on what looked 
'like a hill * for less could they ascend the same. This big 
mountain is incapable of being seen by one who hath not 
led an austere life, nor can such a one ascend it • There- 
fore, 0 son of Kunti ! keep thou thy tongue under control. 
Here at that time all those gods performed the best sacri- 
ficial rites, O Biftrata’s son ! even up to this day these 
marks thereof may be seen. This grass here hath the from of 
the sacred kusa grass: the ground here seemth to be over- 
spread with the sacred grass ; and, O lord of men ! many of 
these trees here look like the posts for tying the sacrificial 
beasts. O Bharata’s son! still the Gods and saints have 
residence here; and their sacred fire is observed in the morning 
and in the evening. Here if one bathes, his sin is forthwith 
destroyed, O Kunti’s son ! O most praiseworthy of the 
raoe of Kuru! do thou, therefore, perform thy ablutions, 
together with thy younger brothers. Then after having 
washed thyself in the Nanda, thou wilt repair to the river 

Kausiki, the spot where the most excellent and severest form 

of penances was practiced by Viswamitra.— Then the king 
with bis attendants, having washed his body there, proceed- 


* The text here is very obscure. 



vjfAgABHARlTJU 


44 

[ to tfae river Kausiki, which was pure and delightful sol 
?asant with cool water. 

“Looia^a said, — ‘This is the pore divine river by name 
tusiki, O chief of Bhar&ta’a race ! and this is the delightful 
rmitage of Vigw&mitra, conspicuous here. And this is hermit? 
e, with a holy, name, belonging to K&syapa of mighty 
ill ; whose son was Rishyasringa, devoted to penances, and of 
ssions under control. He by force of his penances caused 
dra to rain ; and that god, the slayer of the demons Vala and 
rifcra, dreading him, poured down rain during a drought, 
lat powerful and mighty son of Kasyapa was born of a hind, 
e worked a great marvel in the territory of Lomapada. 
ad when the crops had been restored, king Lomapada 
,ve his daughter Santa in marriage to him *, as the sun gave; 
marriage his daughter Savitri.’ 

“ Yudhishthira said, — ‘How was the son of Kasyapa, 
Lshyasringa, born of a hind ? And how was he endowed witl} 
>liness, being the issue of a reprehensible sexual connexion ? 
ad for what reason was Indra, the slayer of the demons Vaia 
id Vritra, afraid of that same sagacious boy, and poured 
►wn rain during a period of drought ? And how beautiful 
is that princess Santa, pure in life, s#e who allured the 
sart of him, when he had turned himself into a stag ? And 
ice the royal saint Lomapada is said to have been of a virtu- 
s disposition, why was it that in his territory, Indra, the 
astiser of the demon P&ka, had withheld rain ? O holy 
int ! all this in detail, exactely as it happened, thou wilt 
pleased to narrate to me, for I am desirous of hearing 
e deeds of Rishyasringa’s life.* 

“ Lomaga said. — ‘Hear how Rishyasringa, of dreaded name, 
is bom as a son to Vibhandaka, who was a saint of the Brah- 
ma caste, who had cultured his soul by means of religious 
sterities, whose seed never failed in causing generation ,and 
10 was learned and bright like the Lord of beings. And the 
dier was highly honored, and the son was possessed of a 
ighty spirit, and, though a boy, was respected by aged men. 
ad that son of KaQyapa, Vibhandaka, having proceeded to . a 
g lake, devoted himself to the practice of penances, And that 
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*ime saint, comparable to a god, laboured far a long period 
And once while he was washing his mouth in the waters, 
lie beheld the celestial nymph Urvasi, — whereupon came 
out his seminal fluid. And, O king ! a hind at that time 
lapped it up along with the water that she was drinking, 
being athirst ; and from this cause she became with child* 
That same hind had really been a daughter of the gods, 
and had been told of yore by the holy Brahma, the creator 
of the worlds, — Thou shalt be a hind ; and when in that 
form, thou shalt give birth to a saint,thou shalt then be freed* 
—As Destiny would have it, and as the word of the creator 
would not be untrue, in that same hind was bom his (Vibhan- 
dal^a’s) son a mighty saint. — And Rishyasringa, devoted to 
'penances, always passed his days in the forest, O king ! 
there was a horn on the head of that magnanimous saint, 
and for this reason did he come to be known at the time by 
of Rishyasringa. And excepting his father, not a 
ever before been seen by him ; therefore his 
mind, 0 protector of men! was entirely devoted to the 
duties of a continent life. At this very period, there 
was a ruler of the land of Anga, known by the name of 
Lomapada, who was a friend of Da$aratha. We have heard that 
he from love of pleasure had been guilty of a falsehood towards 
a Brahmana. And that same ruler of the world had at the time 
been shunned by all persons of the priestly class. And he was 
without a ministering priest (to assist him in his religious 
rites). And the god of a thousand eyes (Indra) suddenly abs- 
tained from giving rain in his territory; — so that his people be- 
gan to suffer. And, O lord of the earth ! he questioned a number 
of Brahmanas, devoted to penances, of cultivated minds, and 
possessed of capabilities, with reference to the matter of 
rain being granted by the lord of gods, saying, — How may the 
heavens grant us rain ? Think of an expedient ( for this pur- 
pose). — And those same cultured men, being thus ques- 
tioned, gave expression to their respective views. And on# 
among them — the best of saints — spake to that same king, 
saying — O lord of kings ! the Brahmanas are angry with thee, 
Do same act (therefore) for -appeasing them, 0 ruler of the 
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earth ! send for Rishyasringa, the son of a saint, resident of tlf€ 
forest, knowing nothing of the female sex, and always taking 
a delight in simplicity. O king! if he, great in the practice 
E>f penances, should show himself in thy territory, forth* 
with rain would be granted by the heavens; herein I have 
no doubt at all.~~And, O king! having heard these words. 
Lomapida made attonement for his sins. And he went away ? 
and when the Br&hmanas had been appeased, returned again 
And seeing the king returned, the people were again glad at 
heart. Then the king of Anga convened a meeting of his minis* 
ters, proficient in giving counsel. And he took great pains in 
order to settle some plan for s ecuring a visit from Rishyasringa. 
And, O unswerving (prince) ! with those ministers, whd 
were versed in branches of k nowledge, and exce edingly pro* 
ficient in worldly matters, and had a thorough training ixij 
practical affairs, he at last settled a plan (for gaining his 
object). And then he sent for a number of 
women of the town, clever in everything. And 
that same ruler of the earth spake to them, saying — Ye lovely 
women ! ye must find some means to allure, and obtain the 
confidence of, the son of the saint — Rishyasringa, whom ye’ 
must bring over to my territory. — And those same women, on 
the one hand afraid of the anger of the king, and on the other, 
dreading a curse from the saint, became sad and confounded, 
and declared the business to be beyond their power. One, how- 
ever, among them — a hoary woman, thus spake to the king, — O 
great king ! him whose wealth solely consists in penances, 
I shall try to bring over here. Thou wilt, however, have to pro- 
cure for me certain things, in connection with the plan. In that 
case, I may be able to bring over the son of the saint — Rishya- 
sringa. — Thereupon the king gave an order that all that she 
might ask for should be procured. And he also gave a good deal 
of wealth and jewels of various kinds. And then, O Lord of the 
sarth, she took with herself a number of women endowed with 
beauty and youth, and went to the forest without delay/ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and tenth Section in the Tirtha* 
yfttri of the Yana Parva. 



Section CXI. 

( Tirtha-yatm Parva continued . ) 

“ Loma 9 a said— '0 descendant of Bharata ! she in order 
to compass the object of the king, prepared a floating her* 
jnitage, both because the king had ordered so, and also> 
because it exactly accorded with her plan. And the floating 
hermitage, containing artificial trees adorned with various 
flowers and fruits, and surrounded by diverse shrubs and creep- 
ing plants, and capable of furnishing choice and delicious 
fruits, was exceedingly delightful, and nice, and pleasing, 
and looked as if it had been created by magic. Then she 
moored the vessel at no great distance from the hermi- 
tage of Ka 9 yapa’s son, and sent emissaries to survey the place 
where that same saint habitually went about. And then 
she saw an opportunity ; and, having conceived a plan in her 
mind, sent forward her daughter, a courtezan by trade, and 
of smart sense. And that clever woman went to the vicinity 
©f the religious man, and arriving at the hermitage beheld the 
son of the saint, 

“ ‘The courtezan said, — I hope, 0 saint ! that it is all well 
with the religious devotees. And I hope that thou hast a 
plentiful store of fruits and roots ; and that thou takest delight 
in this hermitage. Verily I come here now to pay thee a visit, 

I hope the practice of austerities among the saints is on the 
increase. I hope that thy father’s spirit hath not slakened 
and that he is well pleased with thee. 0 Risbyasringa of the 
priestly caste ! I hope thou prosecutest the studies proper for 
thee. — 

“ ‘Rishyasringa said, — Thou art shining with lustre, as if 
thou wert a (mass) of light. And I deem thee worthy of obei- 
sance. Verily I shall give *hee water for washing thy feet, and 
such fruits and roots also as may be liked by thee ; for this ia 
what my religion hath prescribed to me. Be thou pleased to 
take at thy pleasure thy seat on a mat made of the sa$re?f 
grass, covered over with a black deer- skin, and made pleasant 
and comfortable to sit upon. And whore is thy hermitage ? 

44 



jOAHAimAKAiA, 


Mb 


O Brahmana ! thou reseinblest a god in thy mien. What u§ 
the name of this particular religious vow, which thou seemsb 
to be observing now ? — 

“ ' The courtesan said, — O son of Kagyapa ! on the other 
ride of yonder hill, which covers the space of three Tojanas, 
is my hermitage — a delightful place. There, not to receive 
obeisance is the rule of my faith ; nor do I touch water for 
washing my feet, I am not worthy of obeisance from persona 
like thee ; but I must make obeisance to them, O Brahmana* 
this is the religions observance to be practised by me, namely, 
that thou must be clasped in my arms. 

“ ‘Rishyasringa said, — Let me give thee ripe fruits, sucS 
as gailnuls, myrobalans, Karushas , Inqudas from sandy 
bracts, and Indian figs. May it please thee to take a delight 
in them , ! — * 

u Loma^a said, — ‘She however threw aside all those edible 
dungs, and then gave him unsuitable things for food. And 
these were exceedingly nice and beautiful to see, and were very 
such acceptable to Rishyasringa. And she gave him garlands 
fan exceedingly fragrant scent, and beautiful and shining 
arments to wear, and first-rate drinks ; and then played and 
ughed and enjoyed herselk And she at his sight played with 
ball, and while thus employed, looked like a creeping" 
ant broken in two. And she touched his body with her 
m, and repeatedly clasped Rishyasringa in her arms. Then 
e bent and brake the flowery twigs from trees, such as the 
la, the A<joka, and the Tilaka. And overpowered withintoxi- 
bion* assuming a bashful look, she went on tempting the great- 
nt’s son. And When she saw that the heart of Rishyasringa 
1 been touched, she repeatedly pressed his body with her 
a and, casting glances, slowly went away, under the pretext 
t she was going to make offerings on the fire. On her de- 
ture, Rishyasringa became overpowered with love, and lost 
sense. And his mind turned oonstanly to her; and felt 
If vacant. And he began to sigh, and seemed to be 
great distress. At that moment appeared Vibh&ndaka, 
yapa’s son, — he whose eyes were tawny like those of 
on, whose body was covered with hair down to the 
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tip 6t tie nails/ who was devoted ti> studies' proper for 
bis caste, and whose life was pure and passed in reMgfoot 
meditation. He came up and saw that his pm was seated 
alone, pensive and sad, his mind upset, and sighing again 
and again, with upturned eyes. And Vibb&ncUka spake to 
his distressed son, saying, — My boy ! why is it that thou art 
not hewing the logs for fuel. J hope thou hast performed 
the ceremony of burnt offering today. I hope thou hast 
polished the sacrificial ladles and spoons, and brought the calf 
to the milch cow whose milk fumisheth materials for making 
offerings on the fire. Verily thou art not in thy wonted 
State, O son ! Thou seemst to be pensive, and to have lost thy 
sense. Why art thou so very sad today ? Let me ask thee, 
who hath been to this placetoday — V 1 * 

Thus ends the hundred and eleventh Section in the Tirtha 
yatra of the Vana Parva. 


Section CXII. 

( Tirtha-yatra Parva continued .) 

"‘Rishyasringa said, — Here came today a religious student, 
With a mass of hair cm his head. And he was neither short nor 
tall. And he was of a spirited look, and a golden complexion, 
and endued with eyes large as lotuses ; and he was shining 
and graceful as a god. And rich was bis beauty, blazing like the 
Sun ; and he was exceedingly fair, with eyes graceful and Mack. 
And his twisted hair was blueblack and neat and long and of a 
fragri scent and tied up with strings of gold. And a beautiful 
or nans \ was shining on his neck, which looked like lightn* 
ing in\ \ sky. And under the throat he had two balls of flesh* 
.without, single hair upon them, and of an exceedingly beau- 
tiful form And his waist was slender to a degree, and hi# 
navel, r\ j ; and smooth also was the region about his riba. 
Then again 'there shone a golden string from under bis cloth* 
Just like this waist-string of mine. And. there was some? 
thing on hia feet, of a wonderful shape, which give forth.* 
jingling sound. .Upon his wrists likewise was tied a pair of 
ornaments that made a similar, sound, and looked just* like 
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thisrosary here. And when he walked, his ornaments uttered 
a jingling sound like those uttered by delighted ganders upoi| 
a sheet of water. And he had on his person garments of a 
wonderful make: these clothes of mine are by no means beauti- 
ful like those. And his face was wonderful to behold; 
and his voice was calculated to gladden the heart; and his 
Bpeech was pleasant like the song of the male blackbird* 
And while listening to the same I felt touched to my in- 
most soul. And as a forest in the midst of the varnal season, 
assumes a grace only when it is swept over by the breeze, so, 
O father ! he of an excellent and pure smell, looks beautiful 
when fanned by the air. And his massy hair is neatly%|ied 
up, and remains adhering to the head and forehead, erehfyr 
sundered in two. And his two eyes seemed to be coveifei 
with wonderful Chakravaka birds of an exceedingly beauS- 
ful form. And he carried upon his right palm a wonder* 
ful globular fruit, which reaches the ground and again and 
again leaps up to the sky in a strange way. And he beats it 
and turns himself round and whirls like a tree moved by 
the breeze. And when I looked at him, O father f he seemed 
to be a son of the celestials, and my joy was extreme, and my 
pleasure unbounded. And he clasped my body, and took hold 
of my matted hair, and bent down my mouth, and, mingling his 
mouth with my own, uttered a sound that was exceedingly 
pleasant. And he doth not care for water for washing his feet, 
nor for these fruits offered by me ; and he told me that such 
was the religious observance practised by him. And he gave 
unto me a number of fruits. And those fruits were tasted 
by me : these here are not equal to them in taste. They have 
not got any rind nor any stone within them, like these. And 
4ie of a noble form gave me to drink water of an exceed- 
ingly fine flavour ; and having drunk it, I experienced great 
pleasure; and the ground seemed to be moving under my 
feet. And these are the garlands beautiful and fragrant 
and twined with silken threads, that belong to him. And 
be, bright with fervent peity, having scattered these gar- 
lands here, went back to his own hermitage. Jiis departure 
.bath saddened my heart ; and my frame seems to be in a 
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burning sensation ! And my desire is to go to him as soon as 
I can, and to have him every day walk about here* O father* 
let me this very moment go to him. Pray, what is that 
religious observance which is being practised by him? As he 
of a noble piety is practising penances, so I am desirous to live 
the same life with him. My heart is yarning after similar 
observances. My soul will be in torment if I see him not. — 
Thus ends the hundred and twelfth Section in the Tirtha^ 
yatra of the Vana Parva, 


Section CXIII, 

(Titiha-yatra Parva continued.) . 

u ‘Vibhandaka said. — Those are, O son ! Rakshas. They 
walk about in that wonderfully beautiful form. Their strength 
is unrivalled and their beauty great. And they always 
meditate obstruction to the practice of penances. And, 
O my boy, they assume lovely forms, and try to allure by 
diverse means. And those fierce beings hurled the saints, the 
dwellers of the woods, from blessed regions (won by their 
pious deeds). And the saint who hath control over his 
soul, and who is desirous of obtaining the regions where 
go the righteous, ought to have nothing to do with them* 
And their acts are vile and their delight is in causing obstruc- 
tion to those who practise penances ; (therefore) a pious 
man should never look at them. And, O son ! those were 
drinks unworthy to be drunk, being as they were spirituous 
liquors consumed by unrighteous men. And these garlands 
also, bright and fragrant and of various hues are not 
intended for saints.— Having thus forbidden his son by 
saying that those were wicked demons, Yibhandaka went 
in quest of her. And when by three days search he was 
unable to trace where she was, he then cams back to his 
own hermitage. In the meanwhile, when the son of 
K&sayapa had gone out to gather fruits, then that very 
courtezan had come again to tempt Rishyasringa in the manner 
described above. And soon as Rishyasringa had her in 
.eight, he was glad, and hurriedly rushing towards him. 
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laid, — Let us go to thy hermitage before the return of my 1 
father. — Then, O king i those same courtezans by contrivance, 
made the only son of Ka<jyapa enter their bark, and 
unmoored the vessel. And by various means they went' 
an delighting him, and at length came to the aide of Anga’s 
king. And having taken that floating vessel of an exceedingly 
white tent, from the water, and having placed k it within sight 
of the hermitage, he similarly prepared a beautiful forest, 
known by the name of the Floating hermitage. The king* 
however, kept that only son of Vibhandaka within that part 
of the palace destined for the females, when of a sudden he 
beheld that rain was poured by the heavens and that the 
world began to be flooded with water. And Lomap&da, the 
desire of his heart fulfilled, bestowed his daughter Santa on 
Rishy&sringa in marriage* And with a view to appease the 
wrath of his father, be ordered kine to be placed, and fields 
to be ploughed, by the road that Vibhandaka was to take, 
in order to come to his son. And the king also placed 
plentiful cattle and stout cowherds, and gave the latter the 
following order. — 

‘When the great saint Vibhandaka should enquire of you 
about his son, ye must join your palms and say to him 
that these cattle, and these ploughed fields belong to his 
son, and that ye are his slaves, and that ye are ready to 
obey him in all that he might bid.. — Now the saint, whose 
wrath was fierce, came to his hermitage, having gathered 
fruits and roots, and searched for his son. Bat not find*, 
iag him, he became exceedingly wroth. And he was tortured 
with anger, and suspected it to be the doing of the 
king. And therefore he directed his course towards the city 
of Champa, having made up his mind to burn the king; 
Ids. city, and his whole territory. And on the way he was 
fatigued and hungry, when he reached those same settlements 
Of cowherds, rich with cattle. And he was honored in a 
suitable way by those cowherds, and there spent the night 
in a manner befitting a king. And having received very 
great hospitality from them, he asked them, saying, — To whom, 
O cowherds, do ye belong ?—Tben they all came up to him 
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and said, — All this wealth hath been provided for thy son. — A£ 
different places he was thus honored, and listened to similar 
pleasing words; whereat his anger was greatly appeased 
And he entered the city and had a meeting with the king of 
Anga. And he was honored by that best of men, and saw his 
eon, who looked like the god Indra in heaven. And he also beheld 
fchere his daughter-in-law, Santa, locking like lighting issuing 
from a (cloud). And having seen the hamlets and the cowpenS 
provided for his son, and having also beheld SlLntS, his great- 
resentment was appeased. And, O king of men ! Vibh&ndaka/ 
expressed great satisfaction with that very ruler of the 
earth. And the great saint, whose power rivalled that of 
the sun and the god of fire, placed there his son, and thus' 
spake, — Soon as a son is born to thee, and having performed all 
that is agreeable to the king, to the forest must thou come 
without fail. — And Rishyasringa did exactly as bis father hatf 
said, and went back to the place where his father was# 
And, O king of men ! S&nta obediently waited upon him* 
ns in the firmament the star Rahini waits upon the moon, 
or as the fortunate Arundhati waits upon Va^istha, or as Lopa- 
mudni waits upon Agastya. And as Damayanti was an obe- 
dient wife to Nala, or as Sachi is to the god who holdeth the 
thunderbolt in his hand, or as Indrasena, NarSyana’s 
daughter, was always obedient to Mudgala, so did SantA 
wait affectionately upon Rishyasringa, when he lived in 
the wood. This is the holy hermitage which belonged te 
him. Beautifying the great lake here, it bears a holy fame* 
Here perform thy ablutions, and have thy desire fulfilled. And 
having purified, thyself, direct thy course towards other hoi/ 
spots/ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and thirteenth Section in th$ 
Tirtha-yatra of the Yana Parva. 



Section CXIV. 

(Tirtha-yatra Parva continued •) 

Vaigampayana said. — “Then, O Janamejaya, the son of 
Pandu started from the river Kaugiki, and repared in succes- 
sion to all the sacred shrines. And, O protector of men ! he 
came to the sea where the river Ganga falls into it ; and there 
in the centre of five hundred rivers, he performed the holy 
ceremony of a plunge. Then, O ruler of the earth ! accom- 
panied by his brothers, the valiant prince proceeded by the 
shore of the sea towards the land where the Kalinga tribes 
dwell/ 

" Lomaga said. — ‘This is the land, O Kunti’s son * where 
the Kalinga tribes dwell. Through it passeth the river 
Vaitarani, on the banks whereof even the god of virtue 
performed religious rites, having first placed himself under 
the protection of the celestials. Verily this is the northern 
bank, inhabited by saints, suitable for the performance of 
riligious rites, beautified by a hill, and frequented by persons 
of the regenerate caste. This spot (in holiness) rivals the 
path whereby a virtuous man, fit fbr going to heaven, repairs 
to the region inhabited by gods. And verily at this spot in 
former times, other saints likewise worshipped the immortals 
by the performance of religious rites. And at this very spot 
it was that the god Rudra, O king of kings ! seized the sacri- 
ficial beast and exclaimed, — This is my share ! — O chief of the 
descendants of Bharata ! then when the beast was carried away 
by Siva, the gods spake to him,saying, — Cast not a covetuous 
glance at the property of others, disregarding all the righteous 
rules. — Then they addressed words of glorification of a pleasing 
kind to the god Rudra. And they satisfied him by offering a 
sacrifice, and paid him suitable honors. Thereupon he gave 
up the beast, and went by the path trodden by the gods. 
Thereupon what happened to Rudra, learn from me, O Yudhish- 
thira ! Influenced by the dread of Rudra, the gods set apart 
for evermore, the best allotment out of all shares, such as 
was fresh and not stale (to be appropriated by that god} 9 
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Whosoever performs his ablutions at this spot, while reciting 
this ancient story, beholds with his mortal eyes the path: 
that leads to the region of the gods. ” 

Vaigamp&yana said.—** Then all the sons of P&ndu and 
likewise the daughter of Drupada — all of whom were the 
favored of Fate, — descended to the river Vaitarani, and made 
libations to the manes of their fathers. 

“ Yudhishthira said, — ‘ O Lomaga ! how great must be 
the force of a pious deed ! Having taken my bath at this 
spot in a proper form, I seem to touch no more the region 
inhabited by mortal men ! O saint of a virtuous life, I am 
beholding all the regions. And this is the noise of the ipag* 
tfanimous dwellers of the wood, who are reciting their audi- 
ble prayers/ 

" Lomaga said, — ‘O Yudhishthira ! the place whence this 
noise comes and reaches thy ears is at the distance of three 
hundred thousand Yojanas, to be sure. O Lord of men ! rest 
thou quiet and utter no word. O king ! this is the divine for- 
est of the Self-existent one, which hath now come to our view. 
There, O king ! Vigvakarm& of a dreaded name performed 
religious rites. On the mighty occasion of that sacrifice, 
the Self-existent one made a gift of this entire earth with all 
its hilly and forest tracts, to Kagyapa, by way of gratuity, 
for ministering as a priest. And then, O Kunti's son f soon aa 
that goddess — Earth, was given away, she became sad at heart, 
and wrathfully spake the following words to that great lord, 
the ruler of the worlds, — O mighty god ! it is unworthy 
of thee to give me away to an ordinary mortal. And this 
*act of gift on thy part will come to nothing; (for) here am I 
going to descend into the bottom of the nether world,— Then 
when the blessed saint Kagyapa beheld the goddess, Earth, 
despondent and sad, he, O protector of men ! performed a 
propitiatory act calculated to appease her wrath. And then, 
O Pandu’s son t the Earth was pleased with his pious deed. 
And she uprose again from within the waters, and showed, 
herself in the form of a sacred altar. This, O king ! is the spot 
which distinctly manifests the form of an altar, O great man* 
arch ! ascend over it, and thou wilt gain valour and strength. 

4-5 
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And, O king ! this is the very altar which reaches as far ifr 
the sea, and rests itself upon its bosom. May good luck be* 
thine ! do thou mount hereupon, and of thyself cross the 
sea. And while thou this day mountst upon it, I shall 
administer the ceremony for averting all evil from thee; for 
this altar here, soon as it gets a mortal's touch, at once entersr- 
within the sea. Salutation to the god who protects the 
universe ! Salutation to thee that art beyond the universe ! O 
Lord of gods ! vouchsafe thy presence in this sea . O Pan-* 
du’s son ! thus must thou recite the following words ot truth,, 
and while so reciting, thou must quickly ascend this altar,— 
The god of fire, and the sun, and the organ of generation, 
and water , and goddesses , and the seed of Vishnu , and the 
navel of nectar. The god of fire is the organ that generated: 
thee (ocean); the earth is thy body; Vishnu deposited the 
seed that caused thy being ; and thou art the navel of nectar. 
Thus, O Pandu's son ! the words of truth must be audibly re- 
cited, and while soreciting, one must plunge into the lord of 
rivers. O most praiseworthy of Kunti's sons ! otherwise this lord 
of waters, of divine birth, this vast storehouse of the waters 
(of the earth), should not be touched, O son of Kunti ! even 
with the end of a sacred grass.” * 

Vai§ampayana said. — “ Then when the ceremony for avert- 
ing evil had been completed in his behalf, the magnanimous 
Yudhishthira went into the sea, and having performed all the 
saint had bid, repaired to the skirts of the Mahendra hill, and 
spent the night at that spot.” 

Thus -ends the hundred and fourteenth Section in the 
Tirtha-yatra of the Vaua Parva. 


Section CXV. 

( Tirtha-yatra Parva continued.) 

Vaicjainpayana said. — “The protector of the earth spent 
there a single night, and with his brothers, paid the 
highest honors to the religious men. And Loma9a made 
him acquainted with the names of all of them, such as the 
B irises, the Angiras, the Y&stehthas, and the Ka$yap*» s 
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And the royal saint paid a visit to them all, and made 
obeisance to them with joined palms. And then he asked 
the valiant Akritavrana, who was a follower of Parasuraina,^* 
‘When will the revered Parasurama show himself to th’e 
religious men here ? It is my desire on that occasion to obtain 
a sight of that descendant of Bhrigu/ 

“ Akritavrana said, — ‘Thy journey to this spot is already 
known to Rama, whose soul spontaneously knows everything. 
And Rama is in every way well pleased with thee, and he 
will show himself readily to thee. And the saints who prac- 
tise penances here are permitted to see him on the fourteenth 
and the eighth day of the lunar course. On the morrow at 
the end of this very night there will set in the fourteenth 
day of the lunar course. On that occasion thou wilt have a 
sight of him, clad in a sable deer skin, and wearing his hair 
in the form of a matted mass/ 

u Yudhishthira said, — ‘Thou hast been a follower of the 
mighty Rama, Jamadagni’s son ; thou must, therefore, have been 
the eye-witness of all the deeds achieved by him in former days. 
I, therefore, request thee to narrate to me how the members 
of the military caste were vanquished by Rama on the 
field of battle, and what the original cause of those conflicte 
•was V 

“ Akritavrana spake, — ‘With pleasure shall I recite to thee 
that excellent story, O Bharata’s son, O chief of kings, — the 
story of the god-like deeds of Rama, the son of Jamadagni, 
who traced his origin to Bhrigu’s race. I shall also relate the 
achievements of the great ruler of the Haihaya tribe. That 
king, Arjuna by name, the mighty lord of the Baihaya tribe, 
was killed by Rama. He. O Pandu’s son, was endowed with 
a thousand arms; and by the favour of Dattatreya, be likewise 
had a celestial car made of gold. And, O protector of the 
earth * his rule extended over the entire animated world; 
wheresoever located on this earth. And the car of that 
mighty monarch could proceed everywhere in an unobstruct- 
ed course. And grown resistless by virtue of a granted boow, 
he, ever mounted on that car, trampled upon gods *anc 
.Yakshas and saints on all sides round* And all the bpro 
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beings, wheresoever placed, were harassed by him. The 
the celestials and the saints of a rigidly virtuous life, me' 
together, and thus spake to Vishnu the god of gods, the 
slayer of demons, and possessed of prowess that never failed, 
saying,— -0 blessed and revered lord ! for the purpose of 
preserving all the born beings, it is necessary that Aijuna 
should be killed by thee. — And the mighty ruler of the 
Haihaya tribes placing himself on his celestial car, affronted 
Indra, while that deity was enjoying himself with Saehi, his 
queen. Then, O Bharatas son, the blessed and the revered god 
( Vishnu) held a consultation with Indra, with a view to destroy 
Kritavirya’s son. And On that occasion, all that was for the 
good of the world of beings, was communicated by the lord 
of gods ; and the blessed god worshipped by the world, to do 
all that was necessary, went to the delightful Vadari wood, 
which was his own chosen retreat for practising penances. 
At this very time there lived on the earth a mighty mon- 
arch in the land of KJtnyakuvja, — a sovereign whose military 
Force was exceeding great. And his name of G&dhi was 
famous in the world. He, however, betook himself to a forest 
life. And while dwelling in the midst of the wood, there 
was born to him a daughter beautiful as a nymph of heaven. 
And Richika the son of Bhrigu asked for her to be united with 
himself in marriage. And then G&dhi spake to that Brah- 
xUana, who led a rigidly austere life, saying, — There is a certain 
family custom in our race: it hath been founded by my an* 
cestors of a bygone age. And, O most excellent of the 
sacerdotal caste ! be it known to thee that the intending 
bridegroom must offer a dowry consisting of a thousand fleet 
steeds, whose color must be brown, and every one of whom 
must possess a single sable ear. But, O Bhrigu’s son ] a 
reverend saint like thee cannot be asked to offer the same. Nor 
can my daughter be refused to a magnanimous saint of thy 
(exalted) rank. — Thereupon Richika said, — I will give thee a 
thousand fleet steeds, brown in hue, and possessing a single 
sable ear let thy daughter be given in marriage to me.-—* 

“ Akritavrana spake, — 'Thus having given his word, O 
king 1 he went and said to Yaruna,— Give me a thousand 
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fleet steeds brown in color, and each with one black esc. I w*gtf 
the same as dowry for my marriage. — To him Varna* forth* 
with gave a thousand steeds. Those steeds had issued out of 
the river Ganga ; hence the spot bath been named, The kore$% 
landing-plcboe . And in the city of Kanyakuvja, the daughter 
of Gadhi, Satyavati by name was given in marriage ; and tfe# 
gods themselves were of the party of the bride. Riehika, the 
most excellent of the sacerdotal caste, thus procured a thou* 
sand steeds, and had a sight of the dwellers of heaven, and 
wen a wife in the proper form. And he enjoyed himself with 
that girl of a slender waist, and thus gratified all the wishes 
and desires that he ever had. And when the marriage had 
been celebrated, O king ! his father Bhrigu came on a visit, to 
see him and his wife ; and he was glad to see his praiseworthy 
son. And the husband and wife together paid their best 
•espects to him, who was worshipped by all the gods. And 
when he had seated himself, they both with joined palms, stood 
near him, in order that they might do his bidding. And then 
the revered saint, Bhrigu, glad at heart, thus spake to hig 
daughter-in-law, saying, — O lovely daughter ! ask for a boon } 

I am ready to grant thee any object of thy wish. — And there* 
upon she asked for his favour in this, that a son might be born 
both of herself and her mother. And he vouchsafed the favour 
thus asked for. 

‘Bhrigu spake. — During the days that your season lasts, 
thou and thy mother must cake a bath, with the cere- 
mony for bringing forth a male child. And ye two must 
then separatly embrace two different trees, — she a Peepal 
tree, and thou a fig tree. And, O dutiful girl ! here are two 
pots of rice and milk, prepared by me with the utmost care, 

I having ransacked the whole universe to find the drugs, the 
essence whereof hath been blended with this jnilk aqd *ic% 
It must be taken as food with tbe greatest care.— And, say* 
iug this, he vanished from sight. — The two ladies, however 
made an interchange, both in the matter of the pots of rio% 
and likewise as regard the trees (to be embraced by eadhX 
Then after the lapse of very many days, tbe revered saint* one* 
$gpre came, — And he came, knowing (what had happened)* 
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by his attribute of divine knowledge. Then Bhrigu, possess- 
ed of mighty strength, spake to Satyavati, his daughter-in^ 
law, saying, — O dutiful girl ! O my daughter of a lovely brow* 
the wrong pot of rice thou tookst as food, — and it was the 
wrong tree which was embraced by thee. It was thy mother 
Who deluded thee. A son will be born of thee, who, though 
of the priestly caste, will be of a character fit for the mili- 
tary order ; while a mighty son will be born of thy mother; 
who, though by birth a Kshatriya, will assume a life suitabler 
to the sacerdotal order. And his power will be great, and 
he will walk on the path trodden by righteous men. — Then 
she entreated her father-in-law again and again, saying,— 
Let not my son be of this character: but let my grandson 
be such.— And, O Pandu’s son ! he replied, ( So let it be ! and 
thus he was pleased to grant her prayer. Then she brought 
forth on the expected day, a son by name J amadagni. 
And this son of Bhrigu was endowed with both splendour 
and grace. And he grew in years and in strength, and ex- 
celled the other saints in the proficiency of his Vaidik lore* 
O chieftain of Bharata's race, to him, rivalling in lustre the 
author of light (the sun), came spontaneously and without 
instruction the knowledge of the entire military art, and of the 
fourfold missile arms. — ” * 

Thus ends the hundred and fifteenth Section in the tirtha* 
yitri. of the Yana Parva. 


Section CXVL 

(Tirtha-yatra Parva continued . ) 

' ff< Akritavrana spake. — Jamadagni devoted himself to the 
study of the Yeda and the practice , of sacred penances, and 
became famous for his great austerities. Then he pursued a 
Methodical course of study and obtained a mastery over the 
entire 'Yeda. And, O king ! he paid a visit to Presenajit, and 
Solicited the hand of Renuka in marriage. And this prayer 
was granted by the king. And the delight of Bhrigu s 
den, having thus obtained Renuka for bis wife* took bis reai; 
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$»nce with her in a hermitage, and began to practise penance** 
being assisted by her* And four boys were born of' her, witfft 
Kama for the fifth. And although the youngest, Rama waa 
superior to all in merit. Now once upon a time, when her 
sons had gone out for the purpose of gathering fruits, Renuka* 
who led a pure and austere life, went out to bathe. And* O* 
king ! while returning home, she happened to cast her glance* 
towards the king of Marttikavata, known by the name ^ 
Chittraratha. The king was in the water with his wives, 
wearing on his breast a lotus wreath, was engaged in sport*- 
And beholding his magnificent form, Renuka was inspired witla 
desire. And this unlawful desire she could not control ; bub 
became polluted within the water, and came back to the 
hermitage frightened at heart. Her husband readily per- 
ceived what state she was in. And mighty and powerful anck 
of a wrathful turn of mind, when he beheld that she had been 
giddy, and that the lustre of chastity had abandoned her,, he 
reproached her by crying out ‘Fie !* At that very moment 
came in the eldest of Jamadagni’s sons, Rumanvan ; and then 
Shushena, and then, Vasu, and likewise, Vicjwavasu. And the* 
mighty saint directed them all one by one to put an end to the i 
life of their mother. They, however, were quite confounded** 
and lost heart. And they could not utter a single word. Then be „ 
in ire cursed them. And on being cursed, they lost their sense, 
and suddenly became like inanimate objects, and comparable 
in conduct to beasts and birds. And then Rama, the slayer of 
hostile heroes, came to the hermitage, last of all. H ir p the 
mighty-armed Jamadagni, of great austerities, addressed, saying, 
—Kill this wicked mother of thine, without compunction, O* 
my son. — Thereupon Rama immediately took up an axe and 
therewith severed his mother’s head. Then, O great king ! 
the wrath of Jamadagni, of mighty soul, was at once ap- 
peased ; and well pleased, he spake the following words,-** 
Thou hast, my boy! performed at my bidding this difficult 
task, versed in virtue as thou art. Therefore,, whatsoever wighe# . 
there may be in thy heart, lam ready to grant. them 
Do thou ask me ! — Thereupon Rama solicited that his mother 
might be restored to life, and that he might not 
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by the remembwntce of this cruel deed, and that he might wf* 
he affected by any sin, and that hie brothers might recover 
their former state, And that he might be unrivalled- ex 
the field of battle, and that he might obtain long life. And, 
O Bbarata’s son ! Jamadagni, whose penances were the 
most rigid, granted all those desires of his son. Once, however, 
© lord ! when his sons had gone out as before, the valo- 
rous son of Kritavirya, the lord of the country near the 
s ho r e of the sea, c&me up to the hermitage. And him arrived at 
that hermitage, the wife of the saint received hospitably. He 
however, intoxicated with a warrior’s pride, was not at aF 
pleased with the reception accorded to him, and by ferce and 
hr defiance of all resistance, seized and carried off from that bej£ 
milage the calf of the cow whose milk supply ltT'beTand 
butter, not heeding the loud lowing of the cow. * she brought 
tealy pulled down the large trees of the wood. ''Jamadagni 
came home, his father himself told him all that had\pj en< j 01 
Then when Rama saw how the cow wag 
calf, resentment arose in his heart. And he 
Krkaviryas son, whose last moments had drawn 
descendant of Bhrigu, the excermiuater of hostile heroes !^ v f 
forth his valour on the field of battle, and with sharpy 
arrows of a flattened tip, which were shot from a beautiful bo\% 
cot down Arjuna’s arms, which numbered a thousand, and were> 
massive like (wooden) bolts for barring the door. He, already 
touched by the hand of death, was overpowered by R&ma, 
bis foe* Then the kinsmen of Arjuna, their wrath excited 
against R&ma, rushed at Jamadagni in his hermitage, 
while Rima was away. And they slew him there ; for al- 
though his strength was great, yet, being at the time 
engaged in penances, he would not fight. And while thus 
attacked by his foes, he repeatedly shouted the name of 
Rima in a helpless and piteous way. And, O Yudhishthira 1 
the sons of Kartyavirya shot Jamadagni with their arrows, 
and having thus chastised their foe, went their way. Am i 
when they had gone away, and when Jamadagni had breathed 
bis last, Rama, the delight of Bhrigu’a race, returned te 
the hermitage, bearing in his arms, fuel for religious rites# 
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|Lnd the hero beheld his father who had been put to 4 &atb. 
And grieved exceedingly, he began to bewail the unworthy 
fate that had laid his father low. — * ” 

‘ Thus ends the one hundred and sixteenth Section in the 
Tirtha-y&tra of the Yana Parva. 


SECTION CXVII. 

( Tirtha-ydtra Parva continued. ) 

A am a spake, — The blame is mine, O father ! that tike 
ft stag in the wood, thou hast been shot dead with arrows, by 
those mean and stupid wretches — the sons of Kftrtaviryfc. 
And, O father ! virtuous and unswerving from the path 
of righteousness and inoffensive to all animated beings As 
thou wert, how came it to be permitted by Fate that th 6 u 
shouldst die in this way ? What an awful sin must have 
been committed by them, who have killed thee with hwn* 
dreds of sharpened shafts, although thou wert an agedman, 
and engaged in penances at the time, and absolutely averse 
to fight with them I With what face will those shameless 
persons speak of this deed of theirs to their friends aid 
servants, viz., — that they have slain an unassisted and unresist- 
ing virtuous man ? — O protector of men ! thus he* girsat 
in penances, bewailed much in a piteous manner, and then 
performed the obsequies of his departed sire. And Rama> the 
conqueror of hostile cities, cremated his father on the funeral 
pile, and vowed, O scion of Bharata’s race ! the slaughter 
of the entire militaj 7 caste. And of exceeding strength in the 
field of battle, and possessed of valour suited to a heroic SOul, 
and comparable to the god of death himself, he took up his 
weapon in wrathful mood, and single-handed put Kartavfoya’s 
sons to death. And, O chieftain of the military caste 1 Rftma, 
the leader of all capable of hitting their foes, thrice “ srtfdte 
down all the Kshatriya followers of KArtyavirya's sons. And 
seven times did that powerful lord exterminate the mili- 
tary tribes of the earth. In the tract of land called S&m&tita- 
panchaka five lakes of blood were made by him. ' There 
(he mightiest scion of Bhrigu’s race offered libations to hie 
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forefathers— the Bhrigus. And Richika appeared to him in & 
visible form, and spake to him words of counsel. Then the son 
of Jamadagni, of a dreaded name, performed a mighty sacri- 
fice, and gratified the lord of the celestials, send bestowed 
the earth to the ministering priests. And, O protector of heu 
man beings, he raised an altar made of gold, ten Vy&mas* in 
breadth and nine in height, and made a gift of the same to 
the magnanimous Ka^yapa. Then at Kagyapa’s bidding, the 
Br&hmanas divided the altar into a number of shares, and thus 
they became reputed as the Khandavayanas (share- takers). And 
the exterminater of the military race possessed ef immense 
strength, bestowed the earth upon the high~souled Kagyapa, 
and then became engaged in penances of an exceedingly severe 
form. He now dwells in this Mahendra — monarch of hills. 
Thus did hostilities arise between him and the members of the 
military caste, — all of them who dwelt on this earth ; and 
Btma endowed with immense strength in this way subdued 
the entire world.* ” 

Vaisampiyana spake. — “Then on the fourteenth day of 
the moon, the mighty-souled Rama at the proper hour show- 
ad himself to those members of the priestly caste and also to 
the virtuous king (Yudhishthira) and his younger brothers. 
And, O king of kings ! that lord together with his brothers, 
worshipped Rama, and, O most righteous of the rulers of men ! 
the very highest honors were paid by him to all those members 
of the twice-born class. And after worshipping Jamadagni*s 
son, and having received words of praise from him, at his 
direction he spent the night on the Mahendra hill, and then 
started on his journey towards the southern regions. ” 

. Thus ends the hundred and seventeenth Section in the 
Xirtha-yatrfe of the Yana Parva. 


* A Vy&tna is equal to about two yards. 


Section CXVTII. 


(Tirtha-y&trci Parva continued . ) 

Vai<jampayana spake. — “The magnanimous monarch pur* 
sued his journey, and at different spots on the shore of the 
sea visited the various bathing places, all 1 sacred and pleas* 
ant and frequented by men of the sacerdotal caste. And* 
O son of Parikshit ! he in proper form took his bath if* 
them, together with his younger brothers, and then went txv 
an excellent river, the holiest of ail. There also the magna* 
nimous king took his plunge, and offered libations to his fore* 
fathers and the gods, and distributed riches to the leaders of tb# 
twice-born class. Then he went to the Godavari, a river that 
falls directly into the sea. There he was freed from his sin& 
And he reached the sea in the Dravira land, and visited the 
holy spot passing under Agastya’s name, which was exceed- 
ingly sacred and exceptionally pure. And the valiant king: , 
visited the feminine sacred spots. Here he listened to the 
story of that well-known feat which was achieved by Arjuna* 
chief of all wielders of the bow, and which was beyond the 
power of human beings to perform. And here he was praia* 
ed by the highest members of the saintly class, and the s on 
ef Pandu experienced the greatest delight. And, O pro* 
tector of the earth ! the ruler of the world, accompanied 
by Krishna bathed in those holy Bpots, and speaking of 
Aijuna’s valour in laudatory terms, delightfully spent his 
time in the placet Then he gave away thousands of cows 
at those holy spots on the shore of the* sea;' and with hia 
brothers narrated well pleased hew Arjuna had made a gift 
of kine. And he, O king ! visited one by one those holy places 
on the shore of the sea and many other sacred spots, and 
thus fulfilled his heart’s desire, till he came to the holiest of 
all, known by the name of Surpattta' Then having crossed 
a certain tract on the shore of the sea, he reached a forest 
celebrated on earth. There the deities bad practised asce- 
ticism in former days, and likewise virtuous rulers of men 
bad performed sacrificial rites, XhCre. be, possessed of long 
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ad lusty arms, beheld the celebrated altar of Richika's 80% 
rbo was the foremost of all wielders of the bow. And the 
Ifcar was girt round by hosts of ascetics, and was fit to be 
worshipped by persons of a virtuous life. Then the king 
reheld the holy and delightful shrines of all the gods, and of 
the Vasus, and of the hosts of winds, and of the two celestial 
physicians, and of Yama, son of the Sun, and of the lord of 
riches, and of Indra, and of Yishnu, and of the lord Creator^ 
and of Siva, and of the Moon, and of the author of day, and 
of the lord of watsrs, and of the host of Sadhyas, and of 
BrahmE, and of the forefathers, and of Rudra together with all 
his followers, and of the goddess of learning, and of the 
host of Siddhas, and of many other immortal holy god& 
besides. And in those shrines the king observed various 
fasts, and gave away large quantities of gems. He plunged 
his body in all the holy spots, and then came again t 6 
Surphraka. And he by that same landing-place of the sea 
again proceeded with his uterine brothers, and came over 
to the holy spot Prabhasha, whose fame hath been spread by 
mighty Brahmanas throughout the world. There he, possess-* 
ed of a pair of large red eyes, washed himself with all his 
younger brothers, and offered libations to the forefathers 
and the celestial hosts ; and so did Krishna and all those 
BrShmanas together with Loma$a. For twelve days he sub* 
sisted upon air and water. And he performed ablutions for 
days and nights, and surrounded himself with fires kindled 
on all sides. Thus that greatest of all virtuous men en* 
gaged himself in asceticism. While he was acting thus, in* 
formation reached both Vaiarama and Krishna that the king 
was practising penances of a most austere form ; and these two 
loaders of the entire Vrishm~ tribe accompanied with troops, 
came to Yudhishthira of Ajamirha's race. And when the Vrislr- 
tfis beheld that the sons of Pandu lay down on the ground, 
\heir bodies besmeared ’aU over with dirt, and when they 
beheld the daughter of Drupada in a sad state, their grief was 
great, and they could not refrain from breaking into loud lament** 
ations. Then the king, whose courage was such that misfortune 
never could cast him down, cordially met Rama and Krishna 
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ftftd ShSmva, Krishna's son, and the grand- son of Sini, and' 
other Vrishnis, and paid honors to them in a suitable form* 
And they also in return paid honors to all the sons of PrithA, 
and were similarly honored by P&ndu’s sons. And they Boated 
'themselves round about YudhiSthira, as round Indra, 0 
king ! are seated the celestial hosts. And highly pleased, he 
■ecounted to them all the machinations of his adversaries^ 
and how also he had resided in the forest, and how Arjuna had 
gone to Indra’s abode inorder to learn the science of arms,— -all 
this he related with a gladdened heart. And they were happy 
to learn all this news from him ; but when they saw the P&n*» 
davas so exceedingly lean, the majestic and magnanimous 
Vrishnis could not forbear shedding tears, which spontaneously 
gushed from their eyes on account of the agony they felt." 

Thus ends the hundred and eighteenth Section in the 
Tirtha-yatrS of the Vana Parva. 


Section CXIX. 

( Tirtha-yatrct Parva continued.) 

v 

Janamejaya said.— “ O thou of ascetic wealth ! when the son$ 
of Pandu and the Vrishnis reached the holy spot Prabhash^ 
what did they do, and what conversation was held there 
by them, for all of them were of mighty souls, proficient in 
all the branches of science, and both the Vrishnis and the 
sons of Pandu held one another in friendly estimation ? ” 

V ai^ampayana said* “When the Vrishnis reached the 
holy spot Prabh&sa, the sacred landing-place on the coast of the 
sea, they surrounded the sons of Pandu and waited upon them# 
Then Valarama, resembling in hue the milk of the cow and 
the Kunda flower and the moon and silver and the lotus 
Toot, and who wore a wreath made of wild flowers, and who had 
the plough-share for his arm, spake to the lotus-eyed one, 
eaying, — O Krishna,* I do not see that the practice of virtue 
leads to any good, or that Unrighteous practices can cause 
evil, since the magnanimous Yudhishthira is in this miserable 
state, with matted hair, a resident of the wood, and for his 
garment wearing the bark of trees, And Duryodhana is now 
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rliling the earth, afed the ground doth not yet swallow him up; 
From this, a person of limited sense would believe a vicious 
course of life is preferable to a virtuous one, When Daryo- 
dhana is in a flourishing state, and Tudhishtbira robbed of his 
throne, is suffering thus, what should people do in such a 
matter,— this is the doubt that is now perplexing all men* 
Here is this lord of men sprung from the god of virtue, hold- 
ing fast to a righteous path, strictly truthful and of a liberal 
heart, — this son of Pritha would give up his kingdom and hist 
pleasure but would not swerve from the righteous path, in 
order to thrive. How is it that Bhishma and Kripa and the 
Brahmana Drona and the aged king, the senior member of 
the house, are living happily, after having banished the sons 
of Pritha ? Fie upon the vicious-minded leaders of Bharata’s 
mce ! What will that sinner, the chieftain of the earth, say 
to the departed forefathers of his race, when the wretch will 
meet them in the world to come ? Having hurled from the 
throne his inoffensive sons, will he be able to declare that 
he had treated them in a blameless way ? He doth not now see 
with his mind’s eye how he hath become so sightless, and on 
account of what act he hath grown blind among the kings 
of this entire earth. Is it not because he hath banished 
Kunti’s son from his kingdom * ? I have no doubt that 
Vicbkravirya’s son, when he with his sons perpetrated this 
inhuman act, beheld on the spot where dead bodits are 
burnt, flowering trees of a golden hue. Verily he must 
have asked them, when those stood before him with their 
shoulders projected forward towards him, and with their large 
red eyes staring at him, and he must have listened to their 
evil advice, since he fearlessly sent away Vudhishthira to the 
forest, who had all his weapons of war with him, and was borne 
company by his younger brothers. This Bhima here, whose 
voracious appetite is like that of a wolfs, is able to destroy 
with the sole strength of bis powerful arms, and without the 
help of any weapons of war, a majestic array of hostile troops. 
The forces in the field of battle were utterly unmanned 
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to hearing his war-cry. And now the strong one is suffering 
from hunger and thirst, and is emaciated with toilsome joufneys. 
But when he will take up in his hand arrows and diverse other 
weapons of war, and meet his foes in the field of battle, he 
will then remember the sufferings of this exceedingly miser* 
able forest-life, and kill his enemies to a man : of a certainty 
do I anticipate this. There is not throughout* whole world 
a single soul who can boast of strength and ptfowess equal 
to his. And his body, alas ! is emaciated with cold, and heat 
and winds. But when he will stand up for fight, he will n Off 
leave a single man out of his foes. This powerful hero, who 
is a very great warrior when mounted on a car — this Bhima, 
of appetite rivalling a wolfs, conquered single-handed all the 
rulers of men in the east, together with those who followed 
them in battle ; and he returned from those wars safe and un- 
injured. And that same Bhima, miserably dressed in the bark 
of trees, is now leading a wretched life in the woods. This 
powerful Sahadeva vanquished all the kings in the south, those 
lords of men who had gathered on the coast of the sea, — look 
at him now i£ an anchorite’s dress. Valiant in battle Nakula 
vanquished single-handed the kings who ruled the regions to- 
wards the west, — and he now walks about the wood, subsisting 
on fruits and roots, with a matted mass of hair on the head, 
and his body besmeared all over with dirt. This daughter of a 
king, who is a great soldier when mounted on a car, took her 
rise from beneath the altar, during the pomp of sacrificial 
rites. She hath been always accustomed to a life of happiness : 
how is she now enduring this exceedingly miserable life in 
this wood ! And the son of the god of virtue, — virtue which 
stands at the head of all the three pursuits of life — and the son 
of the wind-god and also the son of the lord of celestials* 
and those two sons of the celestial physicians being the 
3ons of all those gods*Bnd always accustomed to a life of 
happiness, how are they living in this wood, deprived of 
ill comforts ! When the son of virtue met with defeat, and 
when bis wife, his brothers, his followers, and himself were 
ill driven forth, and Duryodhana began to flourish, why did 
lot the earth subside with all its hills ” 
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Thus ends the hundred and nineteenth Section in tha 
Tirtha-yatra of the Yana Parva.. 


Section CXX. 

(Tirtha-yatra Parva continued .) 

“Satyaki spake, ‘O Rama ! this is not the time of lamenta- 
tion ; let uS do that which is proper and suited to the present 
occasion, although Yudhishthira doth not speak a single 
word. Those who have persons to look after their welfare, 
*do not undertake anything of themselves ; they have others 
to do their work; as Saivya and others did for Yay&ti. 
Likewise, O Rama! those who have appointed funtioh- 
aries to undertake their work on their own responsibility, 
are the leaders of men; they may be said to have real 
patrons, and they meet with no difficulty, like helpless beings. 
How is it that when the sons of Pritha have for their 
patrons these two men, Rama and Krishna and the two others,! 
Pradyutnna and Samva, together with myself, — these patrons^ 
being able to protect all the three worlds, — how is it thap 
the son of Pritha is living in the wood with his brothers? 
It is fit that this very day the army of the D&s&rhas 
should march out, variously armed and with checkered mails. 
Let Dhritarashtra’s sons be overwhelmed with the forces 
of the Vrishnis, and let them go with their friends to the 
abode of the god of death. Let him alone who wields the bow 
made of the horn (Krishna), thou alone, if roused, wouldst be 
able to surround even the whole of this earth. I ask thee 
to kill Dhritarashtra’s son with all his men, as the great 
Indra, the lord of the gods killed Vritra. Arjuna, the son of 
Pritha, is my brother, and also my friend, and also my 
preceptor, and is like the second self of Krishna. It is for 
this that men desire for a worthy son, and that a preceptor 
seeks a pupil who would contradict him not. It is for this 
that the time is come for that excellent work, which is the 
best of all tasks and difficult to perform. I shall baffie all 
Duryodhan&’s volleys of arms by my own excellent weapons, 
I shall overpower all in the field of battle, I shall in my wratfc 
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tut off His head with my excellent shafts, little inferior to 
snakes and poison and fire. And with the keen edge of my 
sword, I shall forcibly sever his head from the trunk, in the 
field of battle : then I shall kill all his followers, and Duryo- 
dbana, and all of Kuru*s race. O son of Rohini * let the follow- 
ers of Bhima look at me with joy at their heart, when I shall 
take up the weapons of war in the field of battle, and when I 
shall go on slaying all the best fighting men on the side of the 
Kurus, as at the end of time fire will bum vast heaps of 
straw. Kripa and Drbna and Vikaraa and Kama are notable to 
bear the keen arrows shot by Pradyumna. I know the power of 
Arjuna's son, — he conducts himself like the son of Krishna in 
the field of battle. Let Samva chastise by the force of his arma 
DusQ&sana; let him destroy by force Dusg&sana and hia 
charioteer and his car. In the field of battle when the son of 
J&mavati becomes irresistible in fight, there is nothing which 
can withstand his force. The army of the demon Samvara was 
speedily routed by him when only a boy. By him was killed 
in fight A9vachakra, whose thighs were round, and whose 
muscular arms were of exceeding length. Who is there that 
would be able to go forward to the car of Samva, who is great 
in fight, when mounted on a car ? As a mortal coming under 
the clutches of death can never escape; so who is there 
that once coming under his clutches in the field of battle, ia 
able to return again with his life ? The son of Yksudeva will 
burn down by the volleys of his fiery shafts all the hostile troops, 
and those two warriors, Bhishma and Drona, — who are great 
on a car, and Somadatta surrounded by all his sons. What 
is there in all the worlds including the gods, which Krishna 
cannot encounter on an equal footing, when he takes up the 
weaporis of war, wields in his hands excellent arrows, arma 
himself with his disc, and thus becomes unrivalled in fight ? 
Then let Aniruddha also take up in his hand his buckler 
and sword, and let him cover the surface of the earth withi 
Dhrit&r&shtra's sons, their heads separated from their trunks, 
their ' bodies devoid of all consciousness, as in sacrificial rites 
♦he altar is ove rspre a d with sacred grass placed upon the same. 
A. ' Gada, n&d I^lmuka, andYtbuka, and BhSAu*and Nitha, and* 
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the young Niabafcha valiant in battle, and Stream, and CUM 
deahna, irresisfcable in war, — let them perform feats befitting 
their race, Let the united army of the Shtvatas and Stuns* 
together with the best soldiers of the Vri^hnis, the Bhdjmin 
and the Andhakas, kilt those sons of Dhrilarishtra in the 
field of battle, and let them swell their expanded feme 
throughout the world* Then let Abhimanyu rule the world, 
so long as this most excellent of virtuous men, the magnani* 
xnous Yudhishthira, may be engaged in fulfilling hie vow,*** 
the vow that was accepted and declared by him, the most 
righteous of Kuru’s race, on the occasion of the famous play at 
dice. Afterwards the virtuous king will protect the earth, 
all his foes defeated in battle by shafts which will be die* 
charged by us. Then there will remain no sons of Dhrita* 
rastra on earth, — nor the son of the charioteer (Kama). 
Q^his is the most important work for us to do, aud this will 
surely lead to fame/ 

41 Krishna spake.-— *0 scion of the race of Madhu f no doubt 
what thou sayest is true ; we accept thy words, O thou of 
courage that is never weak ! But this bull of the Kuru race 
(Yudhishthira) would never accept the sovereignty of the 
earth, unless it were won by the prowess of his own arms* 
Neither for the sake of pleasure, nor from fear, nor from 
covetousness, would Yudhishthira ever renounce the rules 
of his caste ; nor would these two heroes, who are mighty, 
when mounted , on a car — Bhiraa and Arjuna; nor the twin 
brothers ; nor Krishna, the daughter of Drupada. He possess* 
ing the appetite of a wolf (Bhima), and the winner of riches 
(Arjuna), are both unrivalled in fight throughout the world. 
And why should not this king rule over the entire world, when 
.he hath the two sons of M&dri to espouse his cause ? The 
high-souled ruler of Panchala together with the Kekaya 
‘ king, and we also, should put forth our united strength, —and 
then would the enemies of Yudhishthira be annihilated/ 

“Yudhishthira spake. — Tfc is not strange that thou shoukfet 
speak thus, O Scion of Madhu’s race ! But to me truth 
seems to be the first consideration, above that of my sovereign 
power itself; But it is Krishna alone who precisely knowetfk 





4Att I K»; sad it is I atone who precisely know what Krishna 
family) is. O them endued with velour ! O scion of Madbtr** 
race! so<m as be wiH perceive that the time is come far 
feats of braveryv then, O most valiant of Sim** race, be also of 
beautiful hair (Krishna) will defeat Suyodhaisa. Let the bravo 
men of the Das&rha race go back today. They are my 
patrons ; and the foremost of human beings, they have visit- 
ed me here. O ye of immesurable strength ! never fall off from 
the path of virtue. I shall see you again, when ye will be 
happily gathered together/ 

" Then after mutual greeting and obeisance to seniors, 
and having embraced the youthful, those valiant men of the 
Yadu race, and the sons of Pandu separated. And the Yadus 
returned to their home ; and the Pandavas continued their 
journey to the sacred spots. Then having parted with Krishna, 
the virtuous king, accompanied by his brothers and servants, 
and also by Loma$a, went to the sacred river Fayoshni, 
Its film landing-place was constructed by the king of Yidarbha. 
And he began to dwell on the banks of the Payoshni, whose 
waters were mingled with the distilled Soma juice. There 
the high-sealed Yudhishthira was greeted with excellent 
laudatory terms by numerous leaders of the twice-born class, 
who were delighted to see him there. ” 

Thus ends the hundred and twentieth Section in the tirtha- 
yitrfi of the Yana Fferva. 

Section CXXI. 

(Tirtha-ydtrd Parva continued. ) 

u Loma$a spake. — ‘O king J when king Nriga performed a. 
Sacrifice here, he gratified Indra, the demolisher of hostite 
cities, by offering the Soma juice. And Indra was refreshed 
and was very much pleased. Here the gods together with 
Indra,. and the protectors of all born beings, celebrated sacri- 
fices of various kinds on a large scale, and paid abundant 
gratuities to the ministering priests. Here king Amurtta- 
rayasa, the lord of the world, satisfied Indra, the holder 
■ e( the thunderbolt, by the offer of the Soma .juice, wljen 
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seven horse- sacrifices were performed by that king; Th# 
articles which in other sacrificial rites are uniformly mad# 
of the timber wood and of earth, were all made of gold 
in the seven sacrifices performed by him. And it is said 
that in all those rites, seven Seta of stakes, rings for the 
sacrificial stakes, pots, ladles, utensils, spoons— were pre- 
pared by him. On each sacrificial stake, seven rings were 
fastened at the top. And, O Yudhishthira 1 the celestials 
.together with Indra, themselves erected the sacrificial stakes 
of shining gold, which had been prepared for his sacred rites* 
In all those magnificent sacrifices instituted by Gaya the pro- 
tector of the earth, Indra was delighted by drinking the 
Soma juice, and the ministering priests were gratified with 
the gratuities paid to them. And the priests obtained 
untold wealth counted out to them. And as the sand-grains 
of the earth, or as the stars in the sky, or as the rain- 
drops when it raineth, cannot be counted by any one, so the 
wealth Gaya gave away was incapable of being counted 
by figures. So untold was the wealth, O great king l that 
was given to the ministering priests in all those seven 
sacrifices. Even the above-mentioned objects might bo 
counted by figures, but the gratuities bestowed by him, whoso 
largesses exceeded all tbat was known before, were not 
capable of being counted by figures. And images of the 
goddess of speech were made of gold by the sculptor of the 
gods ; — and the king gratified the members of the sacerdotal 
caste, who had arrived from all the cardinal points, by making 
presents to them of those images of gold. O protector of 
men 1 when the higb-souled Gaya performed his sacrificial 
rites, he erected sacrificial piles at so many different sget s> 
that but little space was left on the surface of the eartffc 
And, O scion of Bharata’s race! he by that sacred act 
attained the regions of Indra. Whoever should bathe in 
the river Payoshni, would go to the regions attained by Gaya. 
Therefore, O lord of kings ! O unswerving prince ! tbou and 
thy brothers should bathe in this river ; then, O protector of 
tW earth, thou wilt be freed from all thy ains.’ ” 
i Yaisampiyana said.— “ O most praiseworthy of men! 
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Tudhiahfchifa with bis brothers performed ablutions intfid 
Payoshni river. Then, O sinless prince! the poWerfbf 
monarch togtber with his brothers, journeyed to thd MR 
of sapphires and the great river, NarmadE. The blessed saint 
Loma^a there recounted to him all the delightful holy spfttA 
and all the sacred shrines of the celestials. Then he irith bid 
brothers visited those places, according to his desire and 
convenience. And at various places BrEhmanas by thousands 
received gifts from him. 

“Loma$a spake. — ‘O son of Kunti I one who visits the' 
Sapphire hill and plunges his body in the river NarmadE, at? 
tains the regions inhabited by the celestials and kings. O 
most praiseworthy of men ! this period is the junction between 
the Treta and the Kali age, O Knntis son ! This is the 
period when a person gets rid of all his sins. O respected 
sir ! this is the spot where SaryEti performed sacrificial rites, 
wherein Indra appeared in a visible form and drank the Soma 
juice, with the two celestial physicians. And Bhrigu’s son of 
severe austerities conceived anger towards the great Indr*? 
and the mighty Chyavana paralysed Indra ; and for his wift 
obtained the princess, SukanyE. * 1 

“ Yudhishthira spake. — ‘How was the chastiser of the demon 
Paka, the god possessed of the six attributes, paralysed bf 
Chyavana ? And for what reason did the mighty saint 6on~ 
eeive wrath towards Indra? And how, O BrEhm&na! did 
be raise the celestial physicians to the rank of the drinkers of 
Soma? All this, precisely as it happened, thy venerable 
self will be pleased to recount to me/ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and twenty-first Section in the 
Tirtha-yEtrE of the Vana Parva. 

Section CXXII. 

(Tirtha-yatra Parva continued .) 

*‘Loma$a spake. — ‘A son was born to the great saint dihrigu, 
Chyavana by name. And he, of an exceedingly resplendent 
form, began to practise austerities by the side of yonder Idle; 
And, 0 Panda’s son ! O protector <4 mep ! he, of mighty 
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•rgy, imwI the future called Fira, quiet a*d etift 
:e an inanimate poet, and for a long period, remained at tfa# 
9 io spot of ground. And he was turned into an ant* 
1U covered over with creepers. And after the lapse of a long 
►riod, crowds of ants enveloped him* And covered all over 
Ah ants, the sagacious saint looked exactly like a heap of 
rth, Apd he went on practising austerities, enveloped on 
1 sides with that ant-hill New after the lapse of a long 
ace of time, that ruler of the earth, Saryhti by name, for 
ausemeut visited this pleasant and excellent lake. With him 
ere four thousand females, all espoused by him, and, O 
m of Bbarata’s r*oe ! also his only daughter endowed with 
eautiful brows^ nfcmed Sukanyi. She, surrounded by her 
laids, and decked out with jewels fit for the celestials, 
rhile walking about, approached the ant-hill where Bbri- 
{u*a sen was seated. And surrounded by her maids, die 
Mgan to amuse beraelf there, viewing the beautiful scenery, 
lad looking at the lofty trees of the wood. And she was baad- 
lome and » the prime of youth ; and she was amorouaand bent 
ga firolick. And she began to break the twigs of the forest tree* 
bearing blossoms. And Bhrigu’s son endued with intelligence 
beheld her wa&dering like lightnings without her maids, * and 
wearing a single piece of cloth, and decked with ornaments. 
And seeing her in the lone forest, that ascetic of exceeding 
aflfulgeace was inspired with desire. And that regenerate riski 
possessing ascetic energy, who had a low voice, called the ana* 
pkiflU*a»e,~^>ut she heard him not. Then seeing the eyes of 
Bhrigu’s Bon from the ant-hill, Sukanyh, from curiosity and 
losing her sense, said ->-What this t — and with thorns pierced 
the eyes (of the rishi ). And on his eyes being pierced 
by her, he felt exceeding pain, and became wroth. And (from 
anger) he obstructed the calls of nature of Saryati’s forces. And 
on their calls of nature being obstructed, the men were 
greatly afflicted. And seeing this state of things, the king 
aekad^Who is it that hath done wrong to the illustrious son 
of Bkwgn» old, and ever engaged in austerities, and of wrathful 
tempest Tell me quick if ye know it-^-The soldiers (thereupon) 
answere d hka, sayisg^Wedo not know whether any one hath 
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4ow wrong to the rishi . Do thou, as thou list, make a search- 
ing enquiry into the matter. — Thereupon that ruler of earthy 
using (as he saw occasion) both menace and conciliation# 
asked bis friends (about the circumstance.) But they too did 
not know anything. Seeing that the army was distressed owing 
to obstruction of the calls of nature, and also finding her 
father agrieved, Suk&nyk said,— Roving in the forest, I light* 
ed in the ant-hill here upon some brilliant substance. Thera* 
upon, taking it for a glow-worm, I neared it, and pierced it 
(with thorns).*— Hearing this, Saryati immediately came to the 
ant-hill, and there saw Bhrigu’s son, old both in years and 
austerities. Then the lord of earth, with joined hands, be* 
nought (the ascetic), saying, — It behoveth thee to forgive what 
my daughter through ignorance and greenness, hath, done unto 
thee. — Chyavana, the son of Bhrigu, addressed the monarch, 
saying, — Disregarding me, this one, filled with pride, hath pierced 
my eyes. Even her, O king, endued with beauty, and who 
was bereft of her senses by ignorance and temptation,— even 
thy daughter would I have for my bride. I tell thee truly, on 
this condition alone will I forgive thee. — * 

“ Loma9a said, — ‘Hearing the words of the sage, Sarykti, 
without pausing, bestowed his daughter on the high-souled 
Chyavana. Having received the hand of that girl, the holy 
one was pleased with the king. And having won the ria&iV 
grace, the king went to his city, accompanied by his troops* 
And the faultless Sukanya also having obtained that ascetic 
for her husband, began to tend him, practising penances, and 
observing the ordinance. And that one of a graceful counts- 
nance, and void of guile, worshipped Chyavana, and also minis* 
tered unto guests and the sacred fire/ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and twenty-second Section in the 
Tirtha-yatra of the Yana Parra. 

0 

Section CXXIII. 

(Tiriha-ycLtrct Parva continued.) 

*TiOma 9 a said,— 'Once on a time, O king, those celestials, 
tamely, the twin A$wins happened to behold Sukanyi, wbqfe 
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bad (just) bathed, and when her person was bare. And 
ug that one of excellent limbs, and like unto the daughter 
he lord of celestials, the nose-bom Afwins neared her* 
addressed her, saying, — O thou of shapely thighs, whose 
gbter art thou ? And what doest thou in this wood l 
.uspicious one, .0 thou of excellent grace, we desire ta 
>w this,— do thou therefore tell us. — Thereupon she replied, 
hfully. unto those foremost of celestials, — Know me aa 
y 1, tiV daughter, and Chyavana’s wife. — Thereat the A 9 wina 
An spake up to her, smiling, — What for, O fortunate one* 
h thy father bestowed thee on a person who is verging 
death ? Surely, O timid girl, thou shines^ in this wood 
s -lightning. Not in the regions of the celestials them- 
es, O girl, have our eyes lighted on thy like. O damsel* 
kdomed and without gay robes as thou art, thou beauti- 
it this wood exceedingly. Still, O thou of faultless limbs* 
wi canst not look so beautiful, when (as at present) thou art 
Jed with mud and dirt, as thou couldst, if decked with 
ery ornament and wearing gorgeous apparel. Why, O ex- 
llent wench, in such plight servest thou a decrepit old bus* 
nd, and one that bath become incapable of realising plea* 
re and also of maintaining thee, O thou of luminous smiles ? 
divinely beautiful damsel, do thou, forsaking Chyavana,' 
Sepfc .one of us for husband. It behoveth thee not to spend 
y youth fruitlessly. — 

“ ‘Thus addressed, Sukanya answered the celestials, saying* 
L am devoted to my husband, Chyavana: do ye not enter- 
in any doubts (regarding my fidelity). — Thereupon they 
Sin spake unto her, — We two are the celestial physicians 
note. We will make thy lord young and graceful. Do 
ou then select one of us — viz., ourselves and thy husband- 
r thy partner. Promising this, do thou, O auspicious' 
e, bring hither thy husband. — O king, agreeably to their 
>rds, she went to Bhrigu’s son, and communicated to him 
aat the two celestials bad said. Hearing her message, 
hyavana said unto bis -wife, — Do thou so. — Having received 
e permission of her lord, (she returned to th? celestials) 
^ said,— Do ye so,— Then bearing her words, ‘ Do ye 
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i&,-*-they spake unto the king’s daughter,— Let thy hns* 
band enter into water. — Thereat Chyavana, desirous of obtain* 
ing beauty, quickly entered into water. The twin Agwina 
also, © king, sank into the sheet of water. And the next 
tnomettt they all came out of the tank in surpassingly beauti- 
ful forms, and young, and wearing burnished ear-rings. And 
all possessed of the same appearance, pleasing to behold, 
addressed her, saying, — O fortunate one, do thou choose one of 
us for spouse. And, O beauteous one, do thou select him for 
lord who may please thy fancy. — Finding, however, all of them 
of the same likeness, she deliberated ; and at last ascertain- 
ing the identity of her husband, even selected him. 

“ 'Having obtained coveted beauty and also his wife, Chya- 
vana, of exceeding energy, well pleased, spake these words unto 
the nose-born celestials, — Since at your hands, an old man, T 
have obtained youth, and beauty, and also this wife of mine, 
I will, well-pleased, make you quaffers of the Soma juice in the 
presence of the lord of celestials himself. This I tell you 
truly. — Hearing this, highly delighted, the twins ascended to 
heaven ; and Chyavana and Sukanya began to pass their days 
happily, even like celestials.* ” 

Thus ends the hundred and twenty-third Section in the 
Tirtha-yatra of the Yana Parva. 

Section CXXIV. 

(Tirtha-yatra Parva continued .) 

" Lomaga said. ‘Now the news came to Saryati that Chya- 
vana had been turned into a youth. And well pleased he came, 
accompanied by his troops, to the hermitage of the son of 
Bhrigu. And he saw Chyavana and Sukanya, like two children 
sprung from celestials, and his joy and that of his wife were 
as great as if the king had conquered the entire world. And 
tb3 ruler of earth together with his wife was received honorably 
by that saint. And the king seated himself near the ascetic, 
and entered into a delightful conversation of an auspicious kind. 
Then, O king ! the son ot Bhrigu spake to the king these 
Words of a sbothing nature, — I shall, 0 king, officiate, at 
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eligious ceremony to be performed by thee : let the wquisiU 
articles, therefore, be procured — Thereat, that protector of earth 
Jaryati, experienced the very height of joy, and, O great kin& 
ie expressed his approbation of the proposal made by Chya 
/ana. And on an auspicious day, suitable for the commence* 
Kent of a sacrificial ceremony, Saiyati ordered the erection of r 
sacrificial -shrine of an excellent description, and splendidly 
furnished with all desirable things. There Chyavana, the 
son of JBhrigu, officiated for the king as his priest. Now 
listen to me relating the wonderful events which happened 
at that spot. Ch} r avana took up a quantity of the Soma juice, 
inorder that he might offer the same to the two A$wins, who 
were physicians to the celestials. And while the saint was 
taking up the intended offering for those celestial twins^ 
Indra pronounced his interdiction, saying. — These Agwins, both 
of them, in my opinion have no right to receive an offering 
of the Soma juice. They are the phj sicians of the celestials 
in heaven, — this vocation of theirs hath disentitled them 
(in the matter of Soma). — Thereupon Chyavana said, — These 
two are of mighty enterprise, possessed of mighty souls, 
and uncommonly endued with beauty and graoe. And they, 
O Indra l have converted me into an eternally youthful per- 
son, even like unto a celestial. Why shouldst thou and the 
other celestials have a right to the distilled Soma juice, 
and not they ? O lord of the celestials, O demolisher of 
hostile twins ! be it known to thee that the Acjwins also rank 
as gods. — At this, Indra spake, sayiag, — These two practise 
the healing art, — so they are but servants. And assuming 
forms at their pleasure, they roam about in the world of 
mortal beings. How can they then rightfully claim the juice 
of the Soma ? — ’ 

“ Lomaga spake.— 1 'When these very identical words were 
spoken again and again by the lord of celestials, the son 
of Bhrigu, setting Indra at naught, took up the offering he 
had intended to make. And as he was about to take up an 
excellent portion of the Soma juice with the object of offering 
it to the two Aowins, the destroyer of the demon, Vala, (Indra) 
observed bis act, and thus spake unto him,— If thou take 
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tip the Soma with a view to offer it to those celestials, I 
shall hurl at thee my thunderbolt of awful form, and superior 
to all the weapons that exist.*— Thus addressed' by Indra, the* 
son of Bhrigu, cast at Indra a smiling glance, and took up in 
due forma goodly quantity of the Soma juice, to make an 
offering to the A$wins. Then Sachfs lord hurled at him 
the thunderbolt of awful form. And as he was about to. 
launch it, his arm was paralysed by Bhrigu ’s son. And 
having paralysed his arm, Chyavana recited sacred hymns, 
and made offerings on the fire. His object gained, he now 
attempted so destroy that celestial. Then by the virtue 
of that saint's ascetic energy, an evil spirit came into being, 
—a huge demon, Mada by name, of great strength and 
gigantic proportions. And his body was incapable of being 
measured either by demons or by gods. And his mouth 
was terrible, and of huge size, and with teeth of sharpened 
edge. And one of his jaws rested on the earth, and the 
other stretched to heaven. And he had four fangs, each 
extending as far as one hundred Yojanas. And his other 
fangs were extended to the distance of ten Yojanas, and 
were of a form resembling towers on a palace, and which 
might be likened to the ends of spears. And his two arma 
were like unto hills, and extended ten thousand Yojanas, 
and both were of equal bulk. And his two eyes resembled 
the sun and the moon ; and his face rivalled the conflagration 
at the universal dissolution. And he was licking his mouth 
with his tongue, which, like lightning, knew no rest. And his 
mouth was opez^ and his glance was frightful, and it seem- 
ed as if he would forcibly swallow up the world. The demon 
rushed at the celestial* by whom an hundred sacrifices had 
been performed. And his intent was to devour that deity. 
And the world resounded with the loud and frightful sounds 
uttered by the Asura.' ” 

Thus ends the one hundred and twenty-fourth Section in 
the Tirtha-yatra of the Yana Parva. 



Section CXXV. 

( Tirtha-yatra Parva continued. ) 

“ Lomaga spake,— ‘When the god who had performed an 
hundred sacrifices (Indra) beheld the demon Mada of a fright* 
ful face, coming towards him with open mouth, his intention 
being to devour him, and looking like the god of death him* 
self, while his own arms remained paralysed, ho through fear 
repeatedly licked the corners of his mouth. Then the lord 
of the celestials, tortured with fright, spake to Chyavana, 
saying, — O Bhrigu's son ! O Brahmana ! verily I tell thee, 
as truth itself that from this day forward the two A$wins will 
be entitled to the Soma juice. Be merciful to me! Thy 
undertaking can never come to naught. Let this be the 
highest rule. And I know, O saint of the sacerdotal caste 1 
that thy work can never come to nothing. These two Aijwins 
will have a right to drink the Soma juice, since thou hast 
made them entitled to the same. And, O Bhrigu’s son ! I 
have done this but to spread the fame of thy powers, and my * 
object was to give thee an occasion for displaying thy powers. 
My other object was that the fame of the father of this 
Sukanya here might spread everywhere. Therefore be merciful 
to me ; let it be as thou wishest. — Being thus addressed by 
Indra, the wrath of Chyavana of mighty soul was quickly 
appeased, and he set free the demolisher of hostile cities 
(Indra). And the powerful saint, O king ! distributed Mada 
( literally , intoxication), and put it piecemeal in drinks, in 
women, in gambling, and in field sports, even this same Mada 
who had been created repeatedly before. Having thus cast 
down the demon Mada, and gratified Indra with a Soma 
draught, and assisted king Saryati in worshipping all the 
gods together with the two Aijwins, and also spread his fam? 
for power over all the worlds, the best of those endued 
with speech passed his days happily in the wood, in tho 
company of Sukanya, his loving wife. This is his lake, shining, 
O king f and resounding with the voice of birds. Here 
must thou together with tby uterine brothers, offer hba- 
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tiions of water to thy forefathers and the gods. And, O rule? 
of earth ! O scion of Bharata’s race j having visited it, end 
Sikataksha also, thou shs>lt repair to the Saindhava wood, and 
behold e number of small artificial rivers. And, O great king, 
P scion of Bharata’s race ! thou shalt touch the waters of all 
the holy lafces, and, reciting the hymns of the god Sth&mx 
(Siva), meet with success in every undertaking. For this 
is the junction, O most praiseworthy of men, of the two 
ages of the world, viz., Dwapara and Treta. It is a time, ft 
Kunti’s son ! capable of destroying all the sins of a person. 
Here do thou perform ablutions, for the spot is able to remove 
all the sins of an individual. Yonder is the Archika hill, — a 
dwelling-place for men of cultured minds. Fruits of all the 
seasons grow here at all times, and the streams run for ever. 
It is an excellent place, fit for the celestials. And there are 
the holy cairns of diverse forms, set up by the celestials* 
O Yudhishthira ! this is the bathing-spot belonging to the 
Moon. And the saints are in attendance- "here on all sides 
round, — they are the dwellers of the wood, and the Vila* 
khilyas, and the Pavakas, who subsist on air only. These are 
three peaks, and three springs. Thou maysfc walk round them 
all, one by one : then thou mayst wash thyself at pleasure, 
Santanu, O king l and Sunaka, the sovereign of men, and 
both Nara and N§,rayana have attained everlasting regions 
from this place. Here did the gods constantly lie down, 
as also the forefathers, together with the mighty saints. In 
this Archika hill, they all carried on austerities. Sacrifice 
to them, O Yudhishthira! Here did they as also the saint* 
eat rice cooked in milk, O protector of men ! And here is 
the Yamuna, of an exhaustless spring. Krishna here engaged 
himself in a life of penances, O Pandu’s son! O tbeu that 
draggest the dead bodies of thy foes ! the twin brothers* 
and Bhimasena, and Krishna, and all of us will accompany 
thee to this spot. O lord of men, this is the holy spring 
that belongeth to Indra. Here the creative and the dis- 
pensing deity, and Varuna also rose upwards, and here too 
they dwelt, O king ! observing forbearance, and possesset 
of the highest faith, This excellent and propitious hill is fit 
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or persons of a kindly and candid disposition. Tthis is tfiati. 
elebrated Yamuni, O king ! frequented by hosts of mightjr 
taints, the scene of diverse religious rites, holy, and destruc- 
;ive of the dread of sin. Here did Mftndhata himself, of 
% mighty bow, perform sacrificial rites for the gods; and 
so did Somaka, O Kunti’s son ! who was the son of Sahadeva* 
and a most excellent maker of gifts.’ ” 

Thus ends the one hundred and twenty-fifth Section ice 
the Tirtha-yatra of the Yana Parva. 


Section CXXVI. 

( Tirtha-yatra Parva continued. ) 

*' Yudhishthira said, — ‘O great Brahmana, how was that 
tiger among kings, Mandhata, Yuvanacjwa’s son, born— even he 
who was the best of monarehs, and celebrated over the three 
worlds ? And how did he of unmeasured lustre attain the very 
height of regal power, since all the three worlds were as much 
under his subjection, as they are under that of Vishnu of 
mighty soul ? I am desirous of hearing all this, in connection 
with the life and achievements of that sagacious monarch. I 
should also like to hear how his name of Mandhata originated, 
—belonging as it did to him who rivalled in lustre Indra 
himself; — and also how he of unrivalled strength was born; 
for thou art skilled in the art of narrating events. ' 

“ Lomaga said. — ‘Hear with attention, O king ! how the 
name of Mandhata belonging to that monarch of mighty 
soul hath come to be celebrated throughout all the worlds; 
Yuvanft$wa, the ruler of the earth, was sprung from Ikshva- 
ku’s race. That protector of the earth performed many 
sacrificial rites noted for magnificent gifts. And that most 
excellent of all virtuous men performed a thousand times the 
ceremony of sacrificing a horse. And he also performed other 
sacrifices of the highest order, wherein he made abundant gifts. 
But that saintly king had no son. And he of mighty soul 
and rigid vows made over to bis ministers the duties of the 
Btate, and became a constant resident of the woods. And he 
of cultured soul devoted himself to the pursuits enjoined 
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la the sacred writ. And once upon a time, that protector 
of men, O king ! had observed a fast. And he was suffer* 
ing from the pangs of hunger and his inner soul seemed 
parched with thirst. And {in this state) he entered the 
hermitage of Bhrigu. On that very night, O king of kings 1 
the great saint who was the delight of Bhrigu’s race, had 
officiated in a religious ceremony, with the object that a soil 
might be born to Saudyumni. O king of kings ! at that! 
spot stood a large jar filled with water, consecrated with 
the recitation of sacred hymns, and which had been pre~ 
viously deposited there. And the water was endued with the 
virtue that the wife of Saudyumni would by drinking the 
same bring forth a god-like son. Those mighty saints had 
deposited the jar on the altar and had then gone to sleep, 
having been fatigued by keeping up the night. And as 
Saudyumni passed them by, his palate was dry, and he was 
suffering greatly from thirst. And the king was very much 
in need of water to drink. And he entered that hermitage 
and asked for drink. And becoming fatigued, he cried in a 
feeble voice, proceeding from a parched throat, which resembled 
the weak inarticulate utterance of a bird. And his voice 
reached no body’s ears. Then the king beheld the jar filled 
with water. And he quickly ran towards it, and having 
drunk the water, put the jar down. And as the water was 
cool, and as the king had been suffering greatly from thirst, the 
draught of water relieved the sagacious monarch and appeased 
his thirst. Then those saints together with him of ascetic 
wealth, awoke from sleep; and all of them observed that 
the water of the jar had gone. Thereupon they met together 
and began to enquire as to who might have done it. Then Yuva^ 
niQva truthfully admitted that it was his act. Then the revered 
son of Bhrigu spake unto him, saying, — It was not proper* 
This water had an occult virtue infused into it, and had 
been placed there with the object that a son might be 
born to thee. Having performed severe austerities, I infused 
the virtue of my religious acts into this water, that a sou 
might be born to thee. O saintly king of mighty valour 
au d physical strength ! a son would have been born to thee, 
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xceediug strength and valour, and strengthened by austerities* 
nd who wo>uld have sent by his bravery even Indra to the abodh 
f the god of death. It was in this manher, O king ! that this 
afcer had been prepared by me. By drinking this water, O king, 
ou hast done what was not at all right. But it is impossible 
aw for us to turn back the accident which hath happened, 
urely what thou hast done must have been the fiat of Fate, 
dnde thou, O great king, being athirst hast drunk water 
prepared with sacred hymns, and filled with the virtue of 
uy religious labors, thou must bring forth oUt of thy own 
ody a son of the character described above. To that end 
;e shall perform a sacrifice for thee, of wonderful effect, s6 
lat, valorous as thou art, thou wilt bring forth a son equal to 
ndra. Nor will thou experience any trouble on account of the 
abour pains. — Then when one hundred years had passed away, 
son shining as the sun pierced the left side of that king 
fndowed with a mighty soul, and came forth. And the son 
as possessed of mighty strength. Nor did Y uvana^va die,— 
T hich itself was strange. Then Indra of mighty strength 
iame to pay him a visit. And the deities enquired of the 
: reat Indra, — What is to be sucked by this boy ? — Then 
hdra introduced his own forefinger into his mouth. And 
hen the wielder of the thunder-bolt said, — He will suck me, 
—the dwellers of heaven together with Indra christened the 
oy Mandhata, ( literally . Me he shall suck). Then the boy 
aving tasted the fore-finger extended by Indra, became possess- 
d of mighty strength, and he grew thirteen cubits, O king, 
.nd O great king 1 the whole of sacred learning together with 
ie holy science of arms, was acquired by that masterful boy, 

. ho gained all that knowledge by the simple and unassisted 
►ower of his thought. And all at once, the bow, celebrated 
nder the name of Ajagava and a number of shafts made of 
orn, together with an impenetrable coat of mail, came to 
is possession on the very same day, O scion of Bharata’s 
ce ! And he was placed on the throne by Indra himself, and 
ie conquered the three worlds in a righteous way ; as Vishnu 
id by his three strides. And the wheel of the car of that 
flighty king was irresitible in its course (throughout th$ 
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Itrorid). And the gems of tkeir own accord c&me Into tho 
possession of that saintly king. This is the tract of lah(& 
O lord of earth, which belonged to him. It abounds in 
wealth. He performed a number of sacrificial rites of vari- 
ous kinds, in which abundant gratuities were paid to the 
priests. O king ! he, of mighty force and unmeasured lustre, 
having erected sacred piles, and performed splendid pious 
deeds, attained the position of sitting at Indra’s side. That 
sagacious king of unswerving piety sent forth bis fiat, and 
simply by its virtue conquered the earth, together with 
the sea— that source of gems— and all the cities (of the earth), 
O great king ! The sacrificial grounds prepared by him were 
to be found all over the earth on all sides round,— not a single 
Spot, but was marked with the same. O great king ! the 
mighty monarch is said to have given away to the Brahman&s 
ten thousand Padmas* of kine. When there was a drouth, 
which continued for twelve consecutive years, the mighty 
king caused rain to come down for the growth of crops, 
paying no heed to Indra, the wielder of the thunderbolt, 
who remained staring (at his disregard of himself). The 
mighty ruler of the GAndhSra land, born in the lunar dy- 
nasty of kings, who was terrible like a roaring cloud, wab 
slain by him, who wounded him sorely with his shafts. O 
king ! he of cultured soul protected the four orders of people, 
and by him of mighty force the worlds were kept from 
harm, by virtue of his austere and righteous life. This 
is the spot where he, lustrous like the sun, sacrificed to 
the gods. Look at it : here it is, in the midst of the field of 
the Kurus, situated in a tract, the holiest of all. O protector 
of earth ! requested by thee, have I thus narrated to thee the 
great life of MAndhatA, and also the way in which he was 
born ; which was a birth of an extraordinary kind/ ” 

VaiqAmpayana spake. — “ O scion of Bharata’s race ! Kun- 
ti’s son, thus addressed by the mighty saint, Loma$a, imme- 
diately put fresh questions to him, with regard to Somaka. ” 
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• A Padma is equal to one hundred crores. 
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Thus ends the hundred and twenty-sixth Section in th£ 
Tirtha-yktr& of the Yana Parva. 

Section CXXVII. 

(Plrtha-ydtra Parva continued.) 

u Yudhishthira spake. — ‘O best of speakers ! what was 
the extent of power and strength possessed by king Somaka ? 
I am desirous of hearing an exact account of his deeds and 
of his power/ 

" Lomaga spake.— *0 Yudhishthira ! there was a virtuous 
king, Somaka byname. He had one hundred wives, O king, 
all suitably matched to their husband. He took great care, 
but could not suceed in getting a single son from any one 
of them, and a long time elapsed during which he continued 
a sonless man. Once on a time, when he had become old, 
and was trying every means to have a son, a son was bom to 
him, Jantu by name, out of that century of women. And, 
O ruler of men ! all the mothers used to sit, surrounding 
their son, and every one giving him such objects as might 
conduce to his enjoyment and pleasure. And it came to pass 
that one day an ant stung the boy at his hip. And the boy 
screamed loudly, on account of the pain caused by the sting. 
And forthwith the mothers were exceeding distressed to see 
how the child had been stung by the ant. And they stood 
around him, and set up cries. Thus there arose a tumultuous 
noise. And that scream of pain suddenly reached (the ears of) the 
sovereign of the earth, when he was seated in the midst of 
his ministers, with the family priest at his side. Then the king 
sent for information as to what it was about. And the royal 
usher explained to him precisely what the matter was with 
reference to his son. And Somaka got up together with his 
ministers, and hastened towards the female apartments. And on 
coming there, O subjugator of foes ! he soothed his son. And 
having done so and coming out from the female apartments, 
the king sat down with his family priest and ministers. 

“ ‘Somaka then spake thus. — Fie on having only a single 

son l 1 had rather be a sonless man, Considering how com* 
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itantly liable to disease are all organized beings, to have an only 
son is but a trouble, 0 Br&hmana ! O my lord ! with the view 
that I might have many sons born to me, this century of wives 
hath been wedded by me, after inspection, and after I had 
satisfied myself that they would prove suitable to me. But 
issue they have none. Having tried every means, and put 
forth great efforts, they have borne this single son, Jantu. 
What grief can be greater than this ? O most excellent of the 
twice-born caste ! I am grown old in years, and so are my 
wives too. And yet this only son is like the breath of their 
nostrils, and so he is to me also. But is there any ceremony, 
by celebrating which one may get an hundred sons ? (And if 
there is one such), tell me whether it is great or small, and 
easy or difficult to perform. — 

“ 'The family priest said. — There is a ceremony, by virtue 
of which a man may get a century of sons. If thou art able 
to perform it, O Somaka ! then I shall explain it to thee.— 

Somaka spake, — Whether it be a good or an evil deed, 
the ceremony by which an hundred sons may be born, may 
be taken by thee as already performed. Let thy blessed 
self explain it to me. — 

“ 'The family priest thereupon said. — O king ! let me sat 
on foot a sacrifice, and thou must sacrifice thy son, Jantu, in 
it. Then on no distant date, a century of handsome sons will 
be born to thee. When Jantu’s fat will be put into the fire as 
an offering to the gods, the mothers will take a smell of that 
smoke, and bring forth a number of sons, valorous and strong. 
And Jantu also will once more be born as a self-begotten son 
of thine, in that very (mother) ; and on his back there will 
appear a mark of gold, — ’ n 

Thus ends the hundred and twenty-seventh Section in the 
Tirtha-yStra of the Yana Parva. 



Section CXXVIII. 

(Tirtha-y&trZ Farm continued ,) 

" ‘Somaka said.— O Brahm&na ! whatever is to be per- 
formed, do precisely as it may be necessary. As I am desirr 
ous of having a number of sons, I shall do all that may be 
prescribed by thee. — * 

44 Lomacja said. — ‘Then the priest officiated in the sacrifice, 
in which Jantu was offered as the victim. But the mothers 
in pity forcibly snatched the son and took him away. And 
they cried, — We are undone. — And they were smitten with 
torturing grief, and they caught hold of Jantu by his right 
baud, and wept in a piteous way. But the officiating priest 
hpld the boy by the right hand and pulled him. And 
like female ospreys they screamed in agony ; but the priest 
dragged the son, killed him and made a burnt offering of 
Ids fat in the proper form. And, O delight of the race of 
Kuru! while the fat was being made an offering of, the 
agonised mothers smelt its smell, and of a sudden fell to 
the ground (and swooned away). And then ail those lovely 
women became with child. And, O lord of men I O scion 
of Bharata's race 1 when ten months had passed, a full 
century of sons was born to Somaka, begotten on all those 
women. And, O monarch of the earth ! Jantu became the 
eldest, and was born of his former mother. And he became 
the most beloved to the women, — not so were their own 
sons. And on his back there was that mark of gold ; and 
of that century of sons, he was also superior in merit. Then 
that family priest of Somaka departed this life ; as also 
Somaka after a certain time, Now he beheld that the 
priest was being grilled in a terrible hell. And thereupon he 
questioned him, — Why art thou, O Br&hmana ! being grilled 
in this hell ? — Then the family priest, exceedingly scorched 
with fire, spake to him, saying. — This is the outcome of my 
having officiated in that sacrifice of thine. — O king, hearing 
tills, the saintly king thus spake to the god who meteth out 
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Hi y Officiating priest : this revered man is being grilled b| 
Jjell-fire on my account alone.—* 

" ‘Dharmarija thereat answered thus,— One cannot enjoy 09 
suffer for another person’s acts. O best of speakers ! these 
Are the fruit of thy acts ; see it here.— 

“ Somaka spake. — Without this Brahmana here, I desire 
not to go to the blessed regions. My desire it to dwell ia 
company with this very man, either in the abode of the god* 
or in bell, for, O Dharmaraja ! my deed is identical with what 
hath been done by him, and the fruit of our virtuous or evil 
deed must be the same for both of us.— 

* 'Dharmar&ja spake. — 0 king ! if this is thy wish, then 
taste with him the fruit of that act, for the same period that 
he must do. After that, thou shalt go to the blessed regions.— * 
“Lomaqa said. — ‘The lotus-eyed king did all that exactly in 
the way prescribed to him. And when his sins were worked 
out, he was set free, together with the priest. O king I 
fond of the priest as he was, he won all those blessings to 
which he had entitled himself by his meritorious acts, and 
shared everything with the family priest. This is his her* 
mitage, which looketh lovely before of our eyes. Any one 
would attain the blessed regions, if he should spend six nights 
here controlling his passions. O king of kings ! O leader 
of the tribe of Kurus! here, free from excitement, and 
self-controlled, we must spend six nights. Be thou ready, 
therefore.* ” 

Thus ends the hundred and twenty-eighth Section in the 
tirtha-y&trS. of the Vana Parva. 

Section OXXIX. 

(Tirtha-yatrcl Parva continued . ) 

« Loma$a spake.— 'Here, O king ! the lord of born being* 
himself performed a sacrifice in former times,— the ceremony 
called Ishtikrita, which occupied one thousand years. And 
Amvarisha, son of NabhUga, sacrificed near the Yamuni, 
river. And having sacrificed there, he gave away ten Pad/maa 
(of gold coins) to the attendant priests; and he obtained the 
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highest success by his sacrifices and austerities. And, O 
Kunti's son ! this is the spot where that sovereign of the entiret 

garth, Nahusha's son, Yayati of unmeasured force, and who 

ad a holy life, performed his sacrificial rites, He competed witB 
Indra and performed his sacrifice here. Behold how the ground 
is studded with places for the sacrificial fires of various forms, 
and how the earth seems to he subsiding here under thO 
pressure of Yay&ti’s pious works. This is the Sami tree, which 
hath got but a single leaf ; and this is a most excellent lake. 
Behold these lakes of Parasurama, and the hermitage of 
N&r&yana. O protector of earth ! this is the path which 
was followed by Richika’s son, of unmeasured energy, who 
roamed over the earth, practising the Yoga rites in the river 
Raupyi. And, O delight of the tribe of Kurus ! hear what 
a Pis&cha woman (she-goblin), who was decked with pestles 
for her ornaments, said (to a Brahmana woman), as I was 
reciting here the table of genealogy. ( She said ), — Having 
eaten ourd in Yugandhara, and lived in Achyutasthala, and 
also bathed in Bhutilaya, thou shouldst live with thy sons. 
Having passed a single night here, if thou wilt spend the 
second, the events of the night will be different from those 
that have happened to thee in the day-time. — O most 
righteous of Bharata’s race ! today we shall spend the night 
at this very spot. O scion of Bharata’s race ! this is the 
threshold of the field of the Kurus, O king ! at this very 
spot, the monarch Yayati, son of Nahusha, performed 
sacrificial rites, and made gifts of an abundance of gems. 
And Indra was pleased with* those sacred rites. This is an 
excellent holy bathing-place, on the river Yamuna, known 
as Plaksh&vatarana (descent of the banian tree). Men of 
cultured minds call it the entrance to the region of heaven, 
O respected sir ! here, after having performed sacrificial rites 
of the S&raswata kind, and making use of the sacrificial 
stake for their pestle, the highest order of saints perform 
the holy plunge prescribed at the end of a sacred ceremony, 
O monarch ! king Bharata here performed sacrificial rites. To 
celebrate the horse-sacrifice, he here set free the horse who was 
the intended victim, That monarch had won the sovereignty 
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ft the earth by righteousness. The horses he let go mo it 
than once were of a colour checkered with black. O tiger 
among men ! it was here that Marutta sheltered by Sam* 
vartta, leader of saints, succeeded in performing excellent! 
sacrifices, O sovereign of kings 1 having taken his hath ah 
this spot, one can behold all the worlds, and is purified front 
his evil deeds. Do thou, therefore, bathe at this spot/ ” 

VaigampSyana said. — " Then that most praiseworthy of 
P&ndu’s sons, there bathed, with his brothers, while the 
mighty saints were uttering laudatory words to him. And he 
addressed the following words to Lornaga, — ‘O thou whose 
strength lieth in truthfulness ! by virtue of this pious act, I 
behold all the worlds. And from this place, I behold that 
»iiost praise- worthy of Pandu’s sons, Arjuna, the rider of 
white steeds/ 

“ Loma^a said. — ‘It is even so, O thou of powerful arms! 
The saints of the highest order thus bebold all the regions. 
Behold this holy Saraswati here, thronged by persons who look 
upon her as their sole refuge. O most praiseworthy of men I 
having bathed here, thou wilt be free from all thy sins. O 
Kunti’s son ! here the celestial saints performed sacrificial rites 
of the S&raswata kind ; and so did the saints and the royal 
saints. This is the altar of the lord of beings, five Yojanas in 
extent on all sides round. And this is the held of the magnani^ 
mous Kurus, whose habit it was to perform sacrifices/ ” > 

Thus ends the hundred and twenty-ninth Section in the 
Tirtha-y<itra of the Vana Parva. 

Section CXXX. 

(Tirtha-ydtrd Parva continued .) 

“Lomaga said. — *0 son of Bharata’s race! if mortals 
breathe their last at this spot, they go to heaven. O 
king ! thousands upon thousands of men come to this place* 
to die. A blessing was pronounced on'this spot by Daksha,' 
when he was engaged in a sacrifice here, (in these words), 

1 Those men that shall die at this spot, shall win a place 
in heaven*— Here is the beautiful and sacred river, Saraswati, 
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ft ill 6f waters ; and here, O lord of men, is the spot known 
as Vina$ana, or the place where the Saraswati disappeared* 
Hear is the gate of the kingdom of the Nishadas, and it 
fa from hatred to -them that the Saraswati entered into 
the earth, inorder that the Nishadhas might not see her. Here 
too is the sacred region of Chamashodbheda, where the Saraswati 
once more becomes visible to men. And here she is joined 
by other sacred rivers running seawards. O conqueror of 
foes, here is the sacred spot known by the name of Shindhu,— * 
where LopEmudrE accepted the great sage Agastya as her 
lord. And, O thou whose effulgence is like unto that of 
the sun, here is the sacred tirtha called PrabhEsa, the favored 
spot of India, and which removeth all sins. Yonder is visi- 
ble the region of Vishnupada. And here is the delightful and 
sacred river, VipEshE. From grief for the death of his sons, the 
great sage Vaijishta had thrown himself into this stream, after 
binding his limbs. And when he rose from the water, lo ! he 
was unfettered. Look, O king, with thy brothers at the sacred 
region of KEfmeera, frequented by holy sages. Here, O scion 
<JF Bharata’s race, is the spot, where a conference took place 
between Agni and the sage Ka$yapa, and also between 
Nahus&’s son and the sages of the north. And, O great prince, 
yonder is the gate of the Manasarovara. In the midst of 
this mountain, a gap hath been opened by REma. And here, 
O prince of prowess incapable of being baffled, is the well- 
known region of VEtikakhanda, which, although adjacent to the 
gate of Yideha, lieth on the north of it. And, O bull among 
men, there is another yery remarkable thing connected with this 
place, — namely, that on the waning of every yuga, the god Siva, 
having the power to assume any shape at will, may be seen with 
UmE and his followers. In yonder lake also people desirous 
of securing welfare to their family, propitiate with sacri- 
fices the holder of the great bow Pinaka, in the month of 
Chaitra. And persons of devotion having passions under con- 
trol, performing their ablutions in this lake, become free from 
sins, and, without doubt, attain to the holy regions. Here is 
the sacred tirtha called UjjEnaka, where the holy sage 
yasiahtha with his wife Arundhati and also the eage Yavaksi 
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obtained tranquility. Yonder is the lake Ku<;avan, where 
grow the lotuses called Kugeqaya, and here also is the sacred 
hermitage of Rukmini, where she attained peace, after conquer- 
ing that evil passion, anger. I think, O prince, that thoo, 
hast heard something about that mass of meditations* 
Bhrigutunga. There, O king, before thee is that lofty peak. 
And, <0 foremost of kings, yonder is Vitasta, the sacred 
stream > that absolveth men from all sins. The water of this 
stream is extremely cool and limpid, and it is largely fre- 
quented by the great sages. O prince, behold the holy rivers, 
Jala and Upajala, on either side of the Jamuna. By perform- 
ing a sacrifice here, king U^inara surpassed in greatness Indra 
himself. And, O descendant of Bharata, desirous of testing 
U^inaras merit and also of bestowing boons on him, Indra 
and Agni presented themselves at his sacrificial ground. 
And Indra assuming the shape of a hawk, and Agni, that of 
a pigeon, came unto that king. And the pigeon in fear of the 
hawk, fell upon the king's thigh, seeking his protection/ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and thirtieth Section in the 
Tirtha-yatra of the Vana Parva. 


Section CXXXI. 

( Tirtha-yatra Parva continued . ) 

“ ‘The hawk said, — All the kings of the earth represent 
thee as a pious ruler. Wherefore, O prince, hast thou then 
stooped to perpetrate a deed not sanctioned by the ordi- 
nance ? I have been sore afflicted with hunger. Do thou 
not withhold from me that which hath been appointed by 
the Deity for my food, under the impression that thereby 
thou servest the interests of virtue, — whereas in reality, thou 
wilt forsake it, (by committing thyself to this act). — There- 
upon, the king said, — O best of the feathered race, afflict- 
ed with fear of thee, and desirous of escaping from thy 
hands, this bird, all in a flurry, hath come unto me, asking 
for life. When this pigeon hath in such a Aanner sought 
my protection, why dost thou not see that the highest merit 
is, even in my not surrendering it unto thee ? And it is 
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trembling with fear, and is agitated, and is seeking its life front 
me. It is therefore certainly blameworthy to forsake it. Ha 
that slayeth a Br&hmana, he that slaughtered a cow — da 
common mother of all the worlds— -and he that forsaketh one 
seeking for protection, are equally sinful.*— Thereat the hawk 
replied,— O lord of earth, it is from food that all beings 
derive their life, and it is food also that noarisheth and 
sustained them. A man can live long even after forsaking 
what is most dear to him, but he cannot do so, after 
abstaining from food. Being deprived of food, my life, O 
ruler of men, will surely leave this body, and will attain to 
regions unknown to such troubles. But at my death, O pious 
king, my wife and children will surely perish, and by protect- 
ing this single pigeon, O prince, thou dost not protect many 
lives. The virtue that standeth in the way of another 
virtue, is certainly no virtue at all, but in reality is an un- 
righteous act. But, O king, whose prowess consisted in 
truth, that virtue is worthy of the name, which is not con- 
flicting. After instituting a comparison between opposing vir- 
tues, and weighing their comparative merits, one, O great 
prince, ought to espouse that which is not opposing. Do thou, 
therefore, O king ! striking a balance between virtues, adopt 
that which preponderates. — At this, the king said, — O best 
of birds, as thou speakest words fraught with much good, 
I suspect thee to be Supama , the monarch of birds. I 
have not the least hesitation to declare that thou art fully 
conversant with the ways of virtue. As thou speakest won- 
ders about virtue, I think that there is nothing connected with 
it, that is unknown to thee. How canst thou then consider 
the forsaking of one, seeking for help, as virtuous ? Thy efforts 
in this matter, O ranger of the skies, have been in quest of 
food. Thou canst, however, appease thy hunger with some 
other sort of food even more copious. I am perfectly willing 
to procure for thee any sort of food that to thee may seem 
most grateful, even if it be an ox, or a boar, or a deer, or a 
buffalo. — Thereupon the hawk said, — O great king,* I am 
not desirous of eating (the flesh of ) a boar or an ox or the 
yarioua species of beasts, What have I to do wid any- 
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\her sort of food f Therefore, O ball among the Kshatriyas* 
eave to me (dais pigeon, whom Heaven hath today ordained 
or my food* O ruler of earth, that hawks eat pigeons is the 
sternal provision, O prince, do not for support embrace m 
>lantain tree, not knowing its want of strength. — The king said; 
— O ranger of the skies, I am willing to bestow on thee tbi$ 
ich province of my race, or any other thing that to thee may 
3eem desirable. With the sole exception of this pigeon* which 
lath approached me, craving my protection, I shall be glad 
jO give unto thee anything that thou mayst like. Let me 
mow what I shall have to do for the deliverance of this bird. 
But this I shall not return to thee on any condition whatever.-^ 

u <xhe hawk said, — O great ruler of men, if thou hast 
conceived an affection for this pigeon, then cut off a portion 
of thine own flesh, and weigh it in a balance, against this 
pigeon. And when thou hast found it equal (in weight) to 
the pigeon, then do thou give it unto me, and that will be t c 
my satisfaction. — T hen the king replied, — This request of 
thine, O hawk r I consider as a favor unto me, and, therefore, 
I will give unto thee even my own flesh, after weighing it it 
a balance. — * 

“ Loma^a said. — 'Saying this, O mighty son ©f Kunti, tb« 
highly virtuous king cut off a portion of his own flesh, and 
placed it in a balance, against the pigeon. But when he 
found that the pigeon exceeded his flesh in weight, he 
once more cut off another portion of his flesh, and added it 
to the former. But when portion after portion bad been re- 
peatedly added to weigh against the pigeon, and no more fleal 
was left on his body, he mounted the scale himself, utterly 
devoid of flesh. 

“ ‘The hawk then said, — I am Indra, O virtuous king, and this 
pigeon is Agni, the carrier of the sacrificial clarified butter. Wc 
had come unto thy sacrificial ground, desirous of testing tfcr 
merit. Since thou hast cut off thy own flesh from thy body, 
thy glory shall be resplendent, and shall surpass that of all 
ethers in the worlds. As long as men, O king, shall speak © 
thee, so long shall thy glory endure, and thou ehalt inhabit 
the holy regions, — Saying this to the king, lndra ascended tc 
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heaven. And the virtuous king, Ufjinara, after having filled 
heaven and earth with the merit of his pious deeds, ascended 
to heaven in a radient shape. Behold, 0 king, the residence 
of that noble-hearted monarch. Here, O king, are seen 
holy sages and gods, together with virtuous and high-souled 
Brahmanas/ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and thirty-first Section in the 
Tirtha-yatra of the Vana Parva. 

Section CXXXIL 
( Tirtha-ydtra Parva continued . ) 

“Lomatja said. — ‘See here, O lord of men, the sacred hermit- 
age of Swetaketu, son of Uddalaka, whose fame as an expert in 
the sacred mantras , is so widely spread on earth. This her- 
mitage is graced with cocoanut trees. Here Swetaketu beheld 
the goddess Saraswati in her human shape, and spake unto* 
her, saying, — May I be endowed with the gift of speech ! — In 
that yuga , Swetaketu, the son of Uddalaka, and Ashtavakra, 
the son of Kahoda, who stood to each other in the relation 
of uncle and nephew, were the best of those conversant with 
the sacred lore. These two Brahmanas, of matchless energy, 
and who bore unto each other the relationship of uncle and 
nephew, went into the sacrificial ground of king Janaka, and 
there defeated Vandin in a controversy. Worship, O son of 
Kunti, with thy brothers, the sacred hermitage of him who 
had for his grandson Ashtavakra, who, even when a mere child, 
had caused Vandin to be drowned in a river, after having 
defeated him in a (literary) contest/ 

“Yudhishtira said. — Yell me, O Loma<ja, all about the power 
of this man, who had in that way defeated Vandin. Why was 
he born as a8htdvakra } (crooked in eight parts of his body) ? 

' “Lomaga said. — ‘The sage Uddalaka had a disciple named 
Kahoda, of subdued passions, and entirely devoted to the 
service of his preceptor, and who had continued hia -studies 
long. The Brahmana had served his tutor long? . and*, his 
preceptor, recognising his service, gave him his own daughter, 
jSujata, in marriage, as well as a mastery over the Sastras* 
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And she became with child, radiant as fire. And the embrya 
addressed his father while employed in reading. — O father# 
thou hast been reading the whole night, but (for all that) thy 
reading doth not seem to me correct. Even in my fetal state# 
I have, by thy favor, become versed in the Sastras and the 
Vedas with their several branches. I say, O father, thatwhat 
proceeds from thy mouth, is not correct. — Thus insulted in 
the presence of his disciples, the great sage in anger cursed 
his child while in the womb, saying, — Because thou speakesi 
thus even while in the womb, therefore thou shalt be crooked 
in eight parts of thy body. The child was accordingly bom 
crooked, and the great sage was ever after known by thenam$ 
of Ashtavakra. Now, he had an uncle named Swetaketu, who 
was of the same age with himself. Afflicted by the growth of 
the child in the womb, Suj&ta, desirous of riches, conciliating 
her husband who had no wealth, told him in private, — How shall 
I manage, O great sage, the tenth month of my pregnancy 
having come ? Thou hast no substance whereby I may extricate 
myself from the exegencies, after I have been delivered .— * 
Thus addressed by his wife, Kahoda went unto king Janaka, for 
yiches. He was there defeated in a controversy by Vandin, 
well versed in the science of arguments, and (in consequence) 
was emersed into water. And hearing that his son-in-law had 
been defeated in a controversy by Vandin, and caused to be 
drowned by him, Uddalaka spake unto his daughter Sujata, 
saying, — Thou shalt keep it a secret from Ashtavakra. — She 
accordingly kept her counsel, — so that Ashtavakra when born 
had heard nothing about the matter. And he regarded 
Uddalaka as his father and Swetaketu as his brother. And 
when Ashtavakra was in his twelfth year, Swetaketu one 
day saw the former seated on his father’s lap. And thereat he 
pulled him by the hand, and on Ashtavakra beginning to cry, 
he told him, — It is not the lap of thy father. — This cruel 
communication went direct into Ashtavakra's heart and it 
pained him sorely. And he went home and asked his mother 
saying, — Where is my father ? — Thereupon Sujata, who was 
greatly afflicted (by this question), and apprehending a curse, 
told him all that had happened. And having heard all, th* 



Bt&hmana at night said unto his uncle S wetaketu, — Let ns g& 
unto the sacrifice of king Janaka, wherein many wonderful 
things are to be seen. There we shall listen to the contro- 
yersy between the Brahmanas, and shall partake of excellent* 
food. Our knowledge also will increase. The recitation of the 
sacred Vedas is sweet to hear, and is fraught with blessings.—* 
Then they both, uncle and nephew, went unto the splendid 
Sacrifice of king Janaka. And on being driven from the en- 
trance, Asfat&vakra met the king, and addressed him in the 
following words.’ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and thirty-second Section in the 
Tirtha-yitri of the Vana Parva. 

Section CXXXIII. 

(Tirtha-ydtrd Parva continued .) 

* ‘Asht&vakra said, — When no Brahmana is met with on the 
tray, the way belongetb to the blind, the deaf, women, carriers 
of burden, and the king respectively. But when a Br&hmana 
is met on the way, it belongeth to him alone. — There- 
upon the king said, — I give thee privilege to enter. .Do 
thou, therefore, go in by whatever way thou likest. No fire ever 
so small is to be slighted. Even Indra himself boweth down 
unto the Brilhmanas.— At this, Ashtavakra said, — We have 
come, O ruler of men, to witness thy sacrificial ceremony, 
and our curiosity, O king, is very great. And we have 
come here as guests. We want the permission of thy warder 
(to enter). And, O son of Indradyumna, we have come, desirous 
Of seeing the sacrifice, and to meet with king Janaka, and 
apeak with him. But thy warder lets us, and for this our anger 
imrneth us like fever.— The warder said, — We carry out the 
orders of Vandin. Listen to what I h^ve to say. Lads are not 
permitted to enter here, and it is only the learned old Brahma* 
nas that are allowed to enter in. — Ashtavakra said, — If this be 
the condition, O warder, that the door is open to those only 
that are old, then we have a right to enter. We are old, and wo 
have observed sacred vows, and are in possession of energy 
proceeding from the Yaidic lore. And wc have served our 
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superiors and subdued our passions, — and have also won fwo* 
ficioncy in knowledge. It is said that even boys are not to be 
lighted, — for a fire small though it be, buraeth on being touched* 
—The warder replied, — O young Br&hmana, consider that thou 
art a boy, and therefore recite the verse demonstrating the eitis* 
tence of the Supreme Being, and adored by the divine sages* 
and which although composed of one letter, is yet multifok* 
ferns. Make no vain boast. Learned men are really very ram 
Ashtavakra said, — True growth cannot be inferred from the 
mere development of the body, as the growth of the knots 
of the Salmali tree cannot signify its age. That tree is called 
full-grown which although slender and short, beareth fruits. 
But that which doth not bear fruits, is not considered as 
grown. — The warder said, — Boys receive instruction from the 
old, and they also in time grow old. Knowledge certainly is 
not attainable in a short time. Wherefore then, being a child, 
dost thou talk like an old man ?— Then Asht&vakra said,— One 
is not old because his head is gray. But the gods regard him as 
old who, although a child in years, is yet possessed of know* 
ledge. The sages have not laid down that a man’s merit con* 
sists in years, or gray hair, or wealth, or friends. To us he is great 
who is versed in the Vedas. I have come here, O porter, deshv 
ous of seeing Vandin in the court. Go and inform king Janaka* 
who hath a garland of lotuses on his neck, that I am here. Thou 
shalt to-day see me enter into a dispute with the learned men, 
and defeat Vandin in a controversy. And when others have been 
silenced, the Br&hmanas of matured learning and the king 
also with his principal priests, bear witness to the superior or 
the inferior quality of my attainments. — The warder said,— How 
canst thou, who art but in thy tenth year, hope to enter into 
this sacrifice, into which learned and educated men only are 
admitted? I shall, however, try some means for thy admit* 
tance. Do thou also try thyself. — Ashtavakra said, — O king, 
O foremost of Janaka’s race, thou art the paramount sovereign, 
and all power reposeth in thee. In times of old, king 
Yayati was the celebrater of sacrifices, — and in the present 
age, thou it is that art the performer thereof. We have heard 
that the learned Vandin, after defeating (in controversy) men 
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expert in discussion, causeth them to be drowned by faitfi-' 
ful servants employed by thee. Hearing this, I have come 
before these Brahmanas, to expound the doctrine of the 
unity of the Supreme Being. Where is now Vandin ? Tell me,— 
so that I may approach him, and destroy him, even as the sun 
destroyeth the stars. — Thereupon the king said, — Thou hopest, 
O Brahmana, to defeat Vandin, not knowing his power of 
speech. Can those who are familiar with his power, speak as 
thou dost ? He hath been sounded by Brahmanas versed in 
the Vedas. Thou hopest to defeat Vandin, only because thou 
knowest not his powers (of speech). Miny a Brahmana hath 
waned before him, even as the stars, before the sun. Desirous of 
defeating him, people proud of their learning, have lost their 
glory on appearing before him, and have retired from his 
presence, without even venturing to speak with the mem- 
bers of the assembly. — Ashtavakra said, — Vandin hath never 
entered into disputation with a man like myself, and it is for this 
only that he looketh upon himself as a lion, and goeth about 
roaring like one. But to-day meeting me, he will lie down 
dead, even like a cart on the highway, whose wheels have 
been deranged. — The king said, — He alone is a truly learn- 
ed man who understandeth the significance of the thing that 
hath thirty divisions, twelve parts, twenty-four joints, and 
three hundred and sixty spokes. — Ashtavakra said, — May that 
ever-moving wheel that hath twenty-four joints, six naves, 
twelve peripheries, and sixty spokes, protect thee ! * The king 
said, — Who amongst the gods beareth those two which go 
together like two mares (yoked to a car), and swoop like 
hawks, aud to what also do they give birth ? — Ashtavakra 
Said,— May God, 0 kiug, forefend the presence of these two *f* 
in thy house ; yea, even in the house of thine enemies. He 

* This wheel is the wheel of Time, — i. e., measured according to 
the soalar, lunar, and astral revolutions. 

The import of AshtSLvakra’s reply is this, — May the meritorious 
deeds performed at proper times during the revolution of this wheel 
of Time, protect thee. 

t Thunder and lightning or misery and death. 




"The translation of the ‘Mahibh&rata’ published at Calcutta 

>y Protap Chandra Boy, and distributed gratuitously, is nob 

»nly progressing regularly, but begins to excite more and 

xtore interest among fee people of India. Several Indian 

•rinces have contributed largely towards the funds necessary 

for carrying on- this enormous work, more particularly the 

Maharajah ofr Cashmere, the Nawab Khayeh Abdul Qani 

Bahadoor, the generous Maharanee Swamamayee, the Guik- 

raf of Baroda, the Maharajah of Travancore, &c. More' funds, 

towever, are wanted, and it is pleasant to hear thc& Babu 

lovinda Lai Roy, a rich Zemindar of Rungpore, has, on the 

ceasion of his daughter’s marriage, undertaken tO*bear all 

le expenses of the English translation of one of the largest 

ooks of the * Mah&bharata,’ — the “ Yana Parva,” or “ Forest 

Ook. ” If there must be extravagance at Hindu weddings, 
* 

mb is certainly fee right kind of extravagance, and we 
>pe that Govinda Lai Roy’s example may be followed by 
my of t^rich countrymen^ The last number of the “ Yana 
rya," just received (No. Wa*), contains the translation of 
behubiful episode of Nala and Damayanti. ” Athmum 
4th April, 1885. 

“We have space only for a word of commendation of the 
oic and patriotic enterprise of Protap Chandra Roy, who is 
dishing and distributing gratis one of the two great Indian 
«. Perhaps nothing could better exhibit the distinctive 
■acter of Indian literature than a translation of this huge 
n. ” Prot-JEairbairn in the Contemporary Review for 
'cb, 1885, 
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“ Protap Ghakora Rot, Secretary of the Datavya Bliarata Karyalaya 
in Calcutta, when he undertook to translate the Mahabliarata of Vyasa, 
engaged in a Herculean task, to accomplish which will require extra- 
ordinary industry. The two great epic poems of India are works of 
immense^ magnitude. The Iliad is about the largest of European poems, 
but tlie Ramayana is three times as big as the Iliad, and the Malia- 
bharata is four times as big as the Ramayana. The zealous translator 
has already published his translation of more than two of the eighteen 
books into which the Mahabliarata is divided. He declares that he 
undertook the task in which he is at present engaged, solely inspired 
with the desire of placing one of the grandest productions of Aryan 
genius before the eyes of all nations. He thought that “ if he could bring 
Vyasa from the dead Sanskrit into the living English, he should be the 
means of rendering no contemptible service to literature and morals and 
civilisation in general, considering the surpassing worth and unparal- 
leled excellence of the glorious epic. ” He evidently regards his work as 
a holy task to which he must unselfishly devote himself, for, he says, 
4t The man that could suffer considerations of self to mingle with spiritual 
and holy interests priceless to humanity and culture, would be guilty 
of the heinous crime of buying and selling in the Temple.” Such high 
professions of disinterestedness sound almost out of place in this money- 
making age, and remind us of the days when Socrates despised the sophists 
as practising a kind of intellectual simony, when they taught for money. 
To understand Protap Chandra Roy’s language, we must remember that 
the Ramayana and the Mahabliarata are to the Hindu almost what the 
Bible is to the Christian. These two epics are regarded with such 
reverence by the Hindus even in the present day, that to read them, or 
even to hear them read, is supposed to secure prosperity in this world 
and salvation in the next. This being the* case, it is no wonder if the 
translation of the Mahabliarata is considered a peculiarly holy task. 
Although we can hardly agree with the translator in anticipating that 
the revelation of the Mahabliarata to the English-speaking world will 
revolutionise literature and effect a mighty improvement in morals and 
civilisation, we readily recognize the great value of his work. Even 
when submitted to the cold scrutiny of European criticism, the Maha- 
bharata must be allowed to hold a very high place in the literature of 
the world. But those Englishmen who have not any knowledge of 
Sanskrit have had for the most part to learn its many excellences through 
the medium of epitomes and fragmentary translations, while even Sanr 
fcfft scholars will be glad of an English translation of a work so im- 
mense, that to read it all in the original would be an excessively labor- 
ious undertaking. In addition to its great literary excellence, the Maha 
bharafca is a valuable storehouse of information concerning ancient 
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’who appeareth, having for his charipteer the wind, * begeteth 
them, and they also produce him*— Thereupon the king 
said,— What is it that doth not close its eyes even while 
sleeping ; what is it that doth not move, even when born ; 
what is it that hath no heart ; and what doth increase even 
in its own speed ? — ►Ashtavakra said, — It is a fish f that doth 
not close its eye-lids, while sleeping ; and it is an egg } that 
doth not move when produced; it is stone$ that hath no heart; 
and it is a riverlT that increases in its own speed. — 

“ ‘The king said, — It seemeth, O possessor of divine energy, 
that thou art no human being. I consider thee not a boy, but a 
matured man : there is i man who can compare with thee 

in the art of speech. I th^eiure give thee admittance. There 
is Vandin. — * " 

Thus ends the hundred and thirty-third Section in the 
tirtha-yatra of the Yana Parva. 


Section CXXXIV. 

(Tirtha-yatra Parva continued . ) 

“ ‘Ashtavakra said,- — O king, O leader of fierce legions, in 
this assembly of monarchs of unrivalled power, who have 
met together, I am unable to find out Vandin, chief of the 
controversialists. But I am searching for him, even as one 
doth for a swan on a vast expanse of water. O Vandin, 
that regardest thyself as the foremost of controversialists, 
when thou wilt engage with me in staking, thou wilt not be 
able to flow like the current of a river. I am like a full-flam- 
ing fire. Be silent before me, O Yandin ! Do not awaken 
a sleeping tiger. Know that thou shalt not escape unstung, 
after trampling on the head of a venemous snake, licking the 
corners of its mouth with its tongue, and who hath been hurt 

-i 


a * Cloud, ok the mind. 

t The male being that is ever conscious. 

* I The mundane egg. 

$ The soul that has renounced connection with the body, 
- IT The heart of a Yogi % 
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by thy fodE That weak man, who, in pricMCof strength, attempt 
to strikelVblow at a mountain, only gets his hands and naik 
hurt, but no wound is left on the mountain itself. As th<* 
other mountains are inferior to the Mainaka, and as calves ar* 
inferior to the ox, so are ail other kings of the earth inferior 
to the lord of MithilE. And as Indra is the foremost of celea* 
tials, and as the GangE is the best of rivers, so thou alone art 
<© king, the greatest of monarchs, O king, cause Vandin to 
be brought into my presence. — ’ 

"Lomasa said, — ‘Saying this, O Yudhishthira, wroth with 
Vandin, AshtEvakra thus thundered in the assembly, an& 
addressed him in these words, — Do thou answer my ques- 
tions, and I shall answer thine. — Thereat Yandin said, — • 
3ne only fire blazeth forth in various shapes ; one only sun 
'Uumineth this whole world ; one only hero, Indra, the lord 
3f celestials, destroyeth enemies ; and one only Yama is the 
sole lord of the Pitris.* — AshtEvakra said, — The two friends, 
Indra and Agni, ever move together ; the two celestial sages 
are Narada and Parvata ; twins are the Atjwineekumaras ; 
two is the number of the wheels of a car ; and it is as a couple 
Jiat husband and wife live together, as ordained by the 
i)eity.-f- — Vandin said, — Three kinds of born beings are pro- 


* AshtEvakra comes to Janaka’s sacrifice with the object of proving 
he unity of the Supreme Being. Vandin avails himself of various 
Systems of Philosophy, to combat hia opponent. He begins with the 
uddhifttk system. The form of the dialogue is unique in literature, 
iing that of enigmas ; and the latent meaning is in a queer way hid 
ider the appearance of puerile and heterogenious combinations of 
ings. 

Vandin opens the controversy by saying that as the number of 
5h of these is one, so one only intellect is the lord, leader and guide 
the senses. 

t There is a Vedic revelation that two birds live together on a tree as 
snds ; — one of these eats the fruits, and the other lookB at the former. 
>m this it is manifest that two are the lords, leaders and guides of the 
sea. That there is a second faculty, besides the intellect, is also proved 
the fact that in sleep, when the intellect is inactive, that faculty conti* 
s in action ; for if it were not so, we could not remember having slept, 
connect the state after awaking with that proceeding sleep. Accord. 
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$uce3 by acts ; the three Vedas together perform the sacrifice, 
Vijapeya ; at three different times, the Adhwaryus commence 
sacrificial rit^s ? three is the number of worlds ; and three 
also are the divine lights.*— Ashtavakra said, — Four are the 
A^ramas of the Brahmanas ; the four orders perform sacri- 
fices; four are the cardinal points; four is the number of 
letters; and four also, as is ever known, are the legs of * 
cow.f — Vandin said, — Five is the number of fires ; five are the 
feet of the metre called Ptvnktl ; five are the sacrifices ; five 
locks, it is said in the Vedas, are on the heads of the Apsaras ; 
and five sacred rivers are known in the world.}: — Ashtavakra 
Said, — Six cows, it is asserted by some, are paid as a gratuity 
on the occasion of establishing the sacred fire ; six are 
the seasons belonging to the wheel of time ; six is the 
number of the senses ; six stars constitute the constellation 
Kirfikci ; and six, it is found in all the Vedas, is the number 
of the Sadyaska sacrifices.® — Vandin said, — Seven is the number 
of the domesticated animals ; seven are the wild animals ; seven 
metres are used in completing a sacrifice ; seven are the rishis ; 
seven forms of paying homage are extent (in the world) ; and 


ingly, by citing the number two , Ashtavakra asserts that besides in- 
tellect, there is another faculty — consciousness, that these two are 
jointly the lords, leaders and guides of the senses, and that they act 
together as Indra and Agni, &c. 

* By citing the number three y Vandin means to say that as it is 
Acts that produce the three kinds^f born beings, &e., so Acts are su- 
preme, and that everything else, be it inteltect alone, or intellect and 
consciousness together, is subservient to Acts. 

t Ashfc&vakra here advances the thesis that even if Acts be supreme!, 
still when the (fourth) or Supreme Being becomes manifest to the soul, 
it stands in no further need of Acts. 

} By bringing in the quinquennial series, Vandin wishes to assert that 
the five senses are competent to cognise their respective objects, and that 
besides these senses and their objects, there is neither any other sense to 
perceive, nor any other object of perception. He also eites the authority 
of the Veda, according to which the Apsccras, or consciousness, have five 
u locks” on their heads — i. e. five objects of perception. 

$ Besides the five senses, Asht&vakra contends for &n additional 
sense, namely the Mind, and accordingly cites the number six. 
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seven, it is known, are the strings of the Vin&.* — Asht&vakra 
said, — Eight are the bags containing a hundredfold ; eight ifir 
the number of the legs of the Sarava, which preyeth upon lions ; 
eight Vasus, as we hear, are amongst the celestials ; and eight 
are the angles of a ywpa (stake), in all sacrificial rites.f Vandin 
said, — Nine is the number of the mantras used in kindling 
the fire in sacrifices to the Pitris ; nine are the appointed 
functions in the processes of creation ; nine letters compose 
the foot of the metre, Vrihati ; and nine also is ever the 
number of the figures (in calculation).} — Ashtavakra said, — 
Ten is said to be the number of cardinal points, entering 
into the cognition of men in this world ; ten times hundred 
make up a thousand ; ten is thr number of months, during 
which women bear ; and ten are the teachers of true know- 
ledge, and ten, the haters thereof, and ten again are those 
capable of learning it. IF — Ashtavakra said, — Eleven are the 
objects enjoyable by beings; eleven is the number of tho 
yupas ; eleven are the changes of the natural state pertaining 
to those having life ; and eleven arc the Rudras among the 


* Vandin admits the existence of the six sense*, but says that the 
soul experiences happiness and misery through those, as well as through 
the intellect . 

t Ashtavakra advances an eighth element, namely the knowledge 
of the ego . 

} Each of the three qualities, (existence, foulness, and ignorance) of 
Prakriti (the passive or material cause of the world), mixing with each of 
the three corresponding qualities of Pradhdna (the active or spiritual 
cause of the world) in various proportions, produces the mundane order 
of things. Thus is proved the eternity of Prakriti or nature, and is also 
established the doctrine of duality. 

IT Prakriti does not really create. It is the Supreme Being, who 
through the medium of Illusion coming in contact with the ten organs 
(viz.) the five locomotive organs, and the five organs of sense), makes 
manifest the system of things. Prakriti, therefore, has no real exist-* 
$nce,— her existence is only apparent in the real existence of the Soul. 
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gods in heaven.* — Ashtavakra said, — Twelve months compose 
vhe year; twelve letters go to the composition of a foot of 
Ae metre called Jagati-, twelve are the minor sacrifices \ 
.nd twelve, according to the learned, is the number of 
ihe Adityas/f- — V andin said, — The thirteenth lunar day is con- 
sidered the most auspicious ; thirteen islands exist on earthy — * 

“ Lomacja said. — ‘Having proceeded thus far, Vandin stop- 
ped. Thereupon Ashtavakra supplied the latter half of the sloka . 
Ashtavakra said, — Thirteen sacrifices are presided over by 
ELe$i ; and thirteen are devoured by Atichchhandaa, (the longer 
metres) of the Veda. $ — And seeing Ashtavakra speaking, and 
the Suta’s son silent, and pensive, and with head downcast, the 
assembly broke into a loud uproar. And when the tumult thus 
arose in the splendid sacrifice performed by king Janaka, the 
Brahmanas well pleased, and with joined hands, approached 
Ashtavakra, and began to pay him homage. 


* Yupas (stakes) mean here, feeling etc., which keep men bound 
to the world. Rudras are those who make others cry. 

Vandin means to say that the soul is not essentially free from the 
fetters of happiness and misery arising from the eleven objects of 
perception. “ In this world all men are subject to happiness and misery, 
We also hear that there are Rudras in heaven. ” 

t The Supreme Soul unaffected by happiness and misery really ex- 
ists, — but His existence is not susceptible of being proved, — nor can the 
ignorant ever perceive Him. Men attain that condition through these 
twelve , viz., virtue, truth, self-restraint, penances, good-will, modesty, 
forgiveness, exemption from envy, sacrifice, charity, concentration, and 
control over the senses. 

{ According to some, endeavours to attain emancipation can be 
successful not in this world, but in the world of Brahm&. Others say 
that, to that end, a special Yuga is necessary. By bringing forward the 
objects numbering thirteen, Vandin advances the opinion that, virtue, &c., 
are not sufficient for purposes of emancipation, but that suitable tilde 
and place are also essential. 

$ Ashtavakra concludes by citirig the same number thirteen. The 
soul, which is essentially unaffected, becomes subject to happiness and 
misery, through the thirteen , viz., the ten organs of locomotion and sense, 
and intellect, mind, and egoism. But Atichhandas, i. e. those that have 
surmounted ignorance, namely, the twelve, virtue, &c. destroy tho& 
thirteen, and that is emancipation, 
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w ‘Thereupon Asbt&vakra said, — Before this, this man, de-i 
siting the Brahmanas in controversy, used to cast them into* 
siter. Let Vandin to-day meet with the same fate. Seize Lin) 
d drown him in water. — Yandin said, — O Janaka, I am the. 
n of king'Varuna. Simultanously with thy sacrifice, there also 
>th commenced a sacrifice extending over twelve years. It 
for this that I have despatched the principal Brahmanas 
ither. They have gone to witness Varuna’s sacrifice. Lo ! 
ere they are returning. I pay homage to the worshipful 
shtavakra, by whose grace to-day I shall join him who hath 
$got me. — 

“‘Ashtavakra said, — Defeating the Brahmanas either by 
>rds or subtlety, Vandin had cast them into the waters of 
ie sea. (That Yedic truth which he had suppresssd by false 
guments), have I to-day rescued by the dint of my intellect, 
ow let candid men judge. As Agni, who knoweth the charac- 
nr of both the good and the bad, leaveth un scorched by 
is heat the bodies of those whose designs are honest, and is 
ius partial to them, so good men judge the assertions of boys, 
[though lacking the power of speech, and are favorably 
isposed towards them. O Janaka, thou hearest my words 
i if thou hast been stupefied in consequence of having eaten the 
nit of the Sleshmataki tree. Or flattery hath robbed thee of 
iy sense, — and for this it is that although pierced by my words 
3 an elephant (by the hook), thou heedest them not: — 

“ ‘Janaka said, — Listening to thy words, I take them to 
e excellent and superhuman. Thy form also standeth ma- 
ifest as superhuman. As thou hast to-day defeated Vandin 
i discussion, I place even him at thy disposal. — Ashtavakra 

aid,' O king, Vandin remaining alive, will not serve any 

lurpose of mine. If his father be really Varuna, let him be 
rowned in the sea. — Vandin said, — I am King Varuna’s 
:>n. I have no fear (therefore) in being drowned. Even 
t this moment, Ashtavakra shall see his long-lost sire, 
ahoda. — * 

“LomaQa said, — ‘Then rose before Janaka all the Brahmanas, 
fter having been duly worshipped by the magnanimous 
^aruna, Kahoda said,— It is for this, O Janaka, that men pray 
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Tor Bons, by performing meritorious acts. That in which I had 
failed hath been achieved by my son. Weak persons may have 
sons endued with strength ; dunces may have intelligent sons ; 
and the illiterate may have sons possessed of learning v — Vandin 
♦said, — It is with thy sharpened axe, 0 monarch, that even Tama 
severeth the heads of foes. May prosperity attend thee! 
In this sacrifice of king Janaka, the principal hymns relating 
to the Uktha rites are being chaunted, and the Soma juice 
also is being adequately quaffed. And the gods them* 
selves, in person, and with cheerful hearts, are accepting their 
sacred shares. — ’ 

“Lomasa said, — ‘When in enhanced splendour, the Br&h* 
manashad risen up, Vandin, taking king Janaka’s permission, 
entered into the waters of the sea. And then Ashtavakra wor* 
shipped his father, and he himself also was worshipped by the 
Brahmanas. And having thus defeated the Suta’s son,* AshtA* 
vakra returned to his own excellent hermitage, in company 
with his uncle. Then in the presence of his mother, his 
father addressed him, saying, — (0 son), do thou speedily enter 
into this river, Samanga. — And accordingly, he entered (into 
the water). (And as he plunged beneath the water), all his 
(crooked) limbs were immediately made straight. And from that 
day that river came to be called, Samanga, and she became in- 
vested with the virtues of purifying (sins). He that shall bathe 
in her, will be freed from his sins. Therefore, O Yudhishthira* 
do thou with thy brothers and wife descend to the river, and 
perform thy ablutions. O Kunti’s son, O scion of the Ajamida 
race, living happily and cheerfully at this place together with 
thy brothers and the Brahmanas, thou wilt perform with me 
other acts of merit, being intent upon good deeds/ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and thirty-fourth Section in the 
Tirtha-yatra of the Vana Parva. 


* Su means, excellent , and uta^ sacrifice. The compound accordingly 
means,— J. performer of excellent eacrifi oes* It is an appellation of Varan* 



Section CXXXV. 

( Tirtha-ydtra Parva continued .) 

“ Lomaga said. — ‘Here, O king, is visible the river SamangS, 
whose former name was Madhuvila ; and yonder is the spot 
named Kardamila, the bathing-place of Bharata. The lord 
of Sachi, when fallen into misery in consequence of having 
slain Vrittra, became freed from his sin, by performing his 
ablutions in this Samanga. Here, O bull among men, is the 
spot where the Mainaka mountain hath sunk into the interior 
of the earth ; and it is hence called Vinagana . For obtaining 
sons, here Aditi in days of yore had cooked that celebrated food, 
(presided over by the Supreme Being). O ye bulls among 
men, ascend this lofty mountain, and put an end to your in- 
glorious misery unworthy to be uttered. Here, O king, be- 
fore thee is the Kanakhala range, the favorite resort of sages. 
And yonder is the mighty river Ganga. Here, in ancient 
times, the holy sage Sanatkoomara attained ascetic success, 
O scion of the Ajamida race, by performing thy ablutions 
here in this river, thou wilt be freed from all thy sins. O son 
of Kunti, do thou together with thy ministers, touch (the 
waters of) this lake called Punya, and this mountain Bhrigu- 
tunga, and also (the waters of) these two rivers, called Tushni- 
ganga. Here, O Kunti’s son, appeareth the hermitage of the 
sage Sthulagiras. Resign here thy anger and sense of self- 
importance. There, O son of Pandu, is seen the beautiful her- 
mitage of Raivya, where perished Bharadwaja’s son, Javakri, 
profound in Vedic lore/ 

“Vudhishthira said. — ‘How did the mighty sage, Javakri, son 
of the ascetic BharadwHja, acquire profundity in the Vedas ? 
And how also did he perish ? I am anxious to hear all this, 
just as it happened. I take delight in listening to the narration 
of the deeds of god-like men/ 

“ Lomaga said, — ‘Bharadwaja and Raivya were two friends. 
And they dwelt here, ever taking the greatest pleasure in each 
other’s company. Now, Raivya, had two sons, named Arva- 
<va*hu and Paravaau, And, Q Bharata’s eon, Bharadwaja 
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had an only son, named Yavakri. Raivya and his two sons 
were versed in the Yedas, while Bharadwaja practised asceti- 
cism. But, O son of Bharata, from their very boyhood, the friend- 
ship subsisting between those two was unequalled. O sinless 
one, the high-spirited Yavakri finding that his father, who prac- 
tised asceticism, was slighted by the Brahmanas, while Raivya 
with his sons was greatly respected by them, was overwhelmed 
with sorrow, and became sore aggrieved. Thereupon, O son of 
Fandu, he entered upon severe austerities, for (obtaining) 8 
knowledge of the Vedas. And he exposed his body to a 
flaming fire. By thus practising the most rigid austerities, 
he caused anxiety in the mind of Indra. Then Indra, O 
Yudhishthira, went unto him and addressed him, saying,— 
Wherefore, O sage, hast thou become engaged in practising 
such rigid austerities ? — Yavakri said, — O thou adored of 
celestial hosts, I am practising severe penances, because I 
wish that such a knowledge of the Vedas as hath never been 
acquired by any Brahmana whatever, may be manifest unto me, 
O conqueror of Paka, these endeavours of mine have been 
for Vaidic lore. O Kaugika, by the force of my asceti- 
cism, I purpose to obtain all sorts of knowledge. O lord, a 
knowledge of the Vedas as learnt through teachers, is acquired 
in a long time. Therefore, (with the view of attaining in 8 
short time a proficiency in the Vedas), I have put forth these 
high endeavours. — Indra said, — O Brahmana sage, the way 
that thou hast adopted is not the proper way. What for, O 
BrAhmana, wilt thou destroy thyself ? Go and learn from tha 
lips of a preceptor. — * 

“ Loraaga said, — ‘O son of Bharata, having said this, Sakra 
went way, and Yavakri of immeasurable energy, once more 
directed his attention to asceticism. O king, we have heard 
that carrying on severe austerities, he again greatly agitated 
Indra. And the god Indra, slayer of Vala, again came unto 
that great sage, who was engaged in austere penances ; and 
forbade him, saying, — Thou art striving with the object that 
Vaidic lore may be manifest unto thee as well as unto thy father* 
but thy exertions can never beF smjcessfui. Nor is this act 
of thine well-^dYised^YnY^kilfei Wid^O lord of the cele* 

' £ ' B * 62 
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tials, if thou wilt not do for me what I want, I shall, observi 
ing stricter vows, practise still severer penances. O lord 
of celestials ! know that if thou do not fulfil all my desires, 
I shall then cut off my limbs and offer them as a sacrifice 
into a blazing fire.— * 

“ Loma<ja said,— ‘Knowing the determination of that high* 
souled sage, the sagacious Indra reflected, and hit upon some 
expedient to dissuade him. Then Indra assumed the juiBe 
of an ascetic Br&hmaaa, aged hundreds of years, and infirm, 
and suffering from consumption. And he fell to throwing up a 
dam with sands, at that spot of the Bh&girathi to which 
Yavakri used to descend for performing ablutions. Because Yava** 
krita, chief of the Brihmanas, paid no heed to Indra’s words, 
the latter began to fill the Ganga with sands. And without 
cessation, he threw handfuls of sand into the Bhagirathi, and 
began to construct the dam, attracting the notice of the sage. 
And when that bull among the sages, Yavakrita, saw Indra 
thus earnestly engaged in constructing the dam, he broke into 
laughter, and said the following words, — What art thou en- 
gaged in, O Brahmana ; and what is thy object ? Why dost 
thou, for nothing, make this mighty endeavour ? — Indra said,— 
I am trying, O my son, to dam the Gangs, so that there may 
be a commodious passage. People experience considerable 
diffculty in crossing and recrossing (the river) by boat.— 
Yavakrita said, — O thou of ascetic wealth, thou canst not 
dam up this mighty current. O Brahmana, desist from what ia 
impracticable, and take up something that is practicable.— 
[ndra said,— O sage, I have imposed on myself this heavy 
task, even as, for obtaining a knowledge of the Vedas, thou 
bast begun these penances, which can never be fruitful.— 
Eavakrita said,— If, O chief of the celestials, these efforts 
>f mine be fruitless, even as those of thy own, then, O 
ord of heavenly hosts, be thou pleased to do for me what ia 
>racticable. Vouchsafe unto me boons, whereby I may excel 
>ther men.—* 

“ Loma$a said.— Then Indra granted boons, as was prayed 
tar by the mighty ascetic, jtocfhb said, — As thou desirest, tha 
Pedas will be manifest ante thee, yea,— even unto thy father* 
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And nil thy other desires will also be fulfilled Return home, 
O Yavakrita. — 

“ ‘Having thus obtained the objects of his desire, Yavakrita 
came unto his father and said, — The Vedas, O father, will 
be manifest unto thee as well as unto myself; and Z have 
obtained boons wheieby we shall excel all men. — Thereat 
Bharadwija said, — O my son, as thou hast obtained the 
objects of thy desire, thou wilt be proud. And when thou 
art puffed up with pride, and hast also become uncharitable, 
destruction will soon overtake thee. O my son, there is 
an anecdote extant, narrated by the gods. In ancient 
times, O son, there lived a sage, named Valadhi, possessed of 
great energy. And in grief for the death of a child, he 
practised the severest penances, to bare a child that should 
be immortal. And he obtained a son even as he desired. But 
the gods though very favorably disposed (towards him), did not 
yet make his son immortal like unto the gods. They scud, — On 
no condition whatever can a mortal being be made immortal. 
Thy son's life however shall depend on some instrumental 
cause. — Thereupon, Valadhi said, — O chiefs of the celestials, 
these mountains have been existing eternally; and indes- 
tructible as they are, be they the instrumental cause of my son's 
life. — Afterwards a son was born to the sage, named Medhavi. 
And he was of a very irritable temper. And hearing of (the in- 
cidents of his birth), he grew haughty, and began to insult the 
sages. And he ranged over the earth, doing mischief to the Munis, 
And one day, meeting with the learned sage Dhanushaksha 
endued with energy, Medhavi maltreated him. Thereupon, the 
former cursed him, saying, — Be thou reduced to ashes.— -Medha- 
vi, however, was not reduced to ashes. Then Dbanushiksba 
caused the mountain which was the instrumental cause of 
Medhivi s life, to be shattered by buffalos. And the boy perish- 
ed, with the destruction of the instrumental cause of his life. 
And embracing his dead son, Medhavi’s father began to bewail 
bis fate. Now hear from me, O my son, the song which was 
chaunted by the sages conversant with the Vedas, when 
they found the sage mourning. A mortal on no condition 
whatever can overcome what hath been ordained by Fate , Lo ! 
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Dhanushdksha succeeded in shattering even the mountain bp 
buffalos . Thus young ascetics become puffed up with pride, 
for having obtained boons, and perish in a short time. Be thou 
not one of them. This Raivya, O my son, is possessed of great 
energy, and his two sons are like him. Therefore, be thou 
vigilant, — so as never to approach him. O my son, Raivya is 
ft great ascetic of an irritable temper. When angry, he can do 
thee harm. — Yavakrita said, — I shall do as thou biddest me, 
O father, do thou not by any means entertain anxiety for that. 
Raivya deserveth my regard even as thou, my father.— 
Having replied unto his father in these sweet words, Yavakri, 
fearing nothing and nobody, began to delight in wantonly 
offending other Munis.— m 

Thus ends the hundred and thirty-fifth Section in the 
Tirtha-yktrS, of the Vana Parva. 

Section CXXXVI. 

(Tirtha-ydtra Parva continued.) 

“Lomasa said,— ‘One day in the month of Chaitra, while 
fearlessly Nmdering at large, Yavakri approached the hermit- 
age of Raivya. And, O son of Bharata, in that beautiful 
hermitage, adorned with trees bearing blossoms, he happened 
to behold the daughter-in-law of Raivya, sauntering about 
like a Kinnara woman. And having lost his senses through 
passion, Yavakri shamelessly spake unto the bashful maiden, 
Baying,— Be thou attached unto me. — Thereupon, knowing his 
nature, and afraid of a curse, as well as thinking of Raivya’s 
power, she went unto him, saying,— I agree. — Then, O son 
of Bharata, taking him in private, she kept him chained. O 
conquerer of foes, returning to his hermitage, Raivya found 
bis daughter-in-law, Paravasu’s wife, in tears. O Yudhish- 
thira, thereat consoling her with sweet words, he enquired of 
her as to the cause of her grief. Thereupon, the beautifhl 
damsel told him all that Yavakri had said unto her, and 
what she also had cleverly said unto him. Hearing of this gross 
misbehaviour of Yavakri, the mind of the sage flamed up, 
and he waxed exceeding wroth, And being thus seized 
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With passion, the great sage of a highly irascible temper* 
tore off a matted lock of his hair, and with chaste mantra# 
offered it as a sacrifice on the sacred fire. At this, there sprang; 1 
out of it a female exactly resembling his daughter-in-law* 
And then he plucked another matted lock of his hair, and agai# 
offered it as a sacrifice into the fire. Thereupon sprang 
out of it a demon, terrible to behold, and having fierce eyes, 
Then those two spake unto Raivya, saying — What shall we | 
do ? — Thereat, the angry sage said unto them, — Go and kill 
Yavakri. — Then, saying, — We shall do (as thou biddest) — they 
two went away with the intention of slaying Yavakri. And 
with her charms, the female whom the large-hearted sage had 
created, robbed Yavakri of his sacred water-pot. Then with 
his uplifted spear the demon flew at Javakri, when he 
had been deprived of his water-pot and rendered unclean* 
And seeing the demon approach with uplifted spear for 
the purpose of slaying him, Yavakri rose up all on a sudden 
and fled towards a tank. But finding it devoid of water, 
he hurried towards all the rivers. But they too were all dried 
up. And being obstructed again and again by the fierce de? 
mon, holding the spear, Yavakri in fright attempted to enter 
into the Agnikotra room of his father. But there, O king, he 
was repulsed by a blind Sudra warder, and he remained 
at the door, grasped by the man. And, finding Yavakri 
thus grasped by the Sudra, the demon hurled his spear at 
him, and thereupon he fell down dead, pierced in the heart. 
After slaying Yavakri, the demon went back to Raivya, and, 
with the permission of that sage, began to live with the 
female. * ” 

Thus ends the hundred and thirty-sixth Section in the 
Jirtha-yatra of the Yana Parva. 


Section CXXXVII. 

( Tirtha-ydtrd Parva continued . ) 

“ Lomaga said, — *0 son of Kunti, Bharadwija returned td 
his hermitage, after performing the ritual duties of the day, 
*nd having collected the sacrificial fuel, And because his 
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m bad been slain, the sacrificial fires, which used to welcome 
im everyday, did not on that day come forward^ o welcome 
m, And marking this change in the Agnihotra , the great 
kge asked the blind Sudra warder seated there, saying,— 
r hy is it, O Sudra, that the fires rejoice not at sight of me ? 
hou too dost not rejoice, as is thy wont. Is it all well with my 
srz&itage ? I hope that my son of little sense, had not gone 
> the sage Raivya. Answer speedily, O Sudra, all these ques~ 
.ons of mine* My mind misgiveth me. — The Sudra said,— 
hy son of little sense, had gone to the sage Raivya, and 
tetefore it is that he lieth prostrate (on the ground), having 
een slain by a powerful demon. Being attacked by the 
Akshasa, holding a spear, he attempted to force his way into 
lis room, and I thereupon barred his way with my arms* 
hen desirous of having water in an unclean state, as he stood 
opelees, he was slain by the vehement R&kshasa, carrying 
spear in his hand. — On hearing from the Sudra of this great 
alamity, Bfaaradw&ja, sorely afflicted with grief, began to 
ament, embracing his dead son. And he said, — O my son, 
b is for the good of the Brahmanas that thou didst practise 
enances, with the intention that the Vedas unstudied by 
-ny Br&hmana whatever, might be manifest unto thee. Thy 
ehaviour towards the Brahmanas had always been for their 
ood, and thou hadst also been innocent in regard to all crea~ 
ures. But, alas ! (at last) thou didst lapse into rudeness. I 
ad prohibited thee, O my son, from visiting the residence of 
Lai vya ; but, alas ! to that very hermitage, (destructive to 
hee) as the god of death himself, Yama, didst thou repair. 
Svil-minded is that man, who, knowing that I am an old 
san, and also that (Yav&kri) was my only son, had given way 
o wrath. It is through the agency of Raivya that I have 
ustained the loss of my child. Without thee, O my son, 
shall give up my life, the most precious thing in the world, 
n grief for the death of my son, I renounce my life ; but this 
! say that Raivya's eldest son shall in a short time kill 
im, although he be innocent. Blessed are those to whom 
children have never been born, for they lead a happy life, with- 
>ut having to experience the grief (incident to the death of a 
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hild). Who in this world can be more wicked than those whc 
rom affliction, and deprived of their sense by sorrow consequen 
ipon the death of a child, curse even their dearest friends 
found my son dead, and, therefore, have cursed my dearest 
riend. Ah ! what second man can there be in this world 
estined to suffer so huge a misfortune ! — Having thus lamentec 
ong, Bharadwaja cremated his son, and then himself enterec 
rto a full-blazing fire/ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and thirty-seventh Section in thr 
^irtha-yatri, of the Yana Parva. 


Section CXXXVIII. 

( Tirtha-ydtra Parva continued, ) 

‘\L0raa9a said. — ‘At that very time, the mighty king, Vriha* 
yumna, of high fortune, who was the Yajamdna* of Raivya 
commenced a sacrifice. And the two sons of Raivya, Arva« 
-asu and Paravasu, were engaged by that intelligent monarch 
,o assist him in the performance of the ceremony. And, O soi 
>f Kunti, taking the permission of their father, they tw^ 
verfi to the sacrifice, while Raivya with Paravasu’s wife re- 
gained in the hermitage. And it came to^pass that one day 
iesirous of seeing his wife, Paravasu Returned home alone 
^nd he met his father in the wood, wrapped in the skin o 
l black antelope. And the night w%af far advanced and dark 
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thira, all of these persons regained their life. Tavakrita 
now addressed Agni and the other deities, saying, — I hac 
obtained a knowledge of all the Vedas, and also practise! 
penances. How came it then, O chiefs of the immortals, 
that Raivya succeeded in killing me in that way ?— There- 
upon the gods said, — O Tavakrita, never act again as thou 
hast done. What thou askest about is quite possible, for 
thou hadst learnt the Vedas without exertion, and without the 
help of a preceptor. But this man (Raivya), bearing various 
troubles, had satisfied his protector by his conduct, and ob- 
tained (from the latter) the excellent Vedas through great 
exertions and in a long time. — * 

“ Lomaga said, — ‘Having said this to Javakri, and res- 
tored all those to life, the celestials with Indra at their head, 
ascended to heaven. Here, O Yudhishthira, is the sacred 
hermitage of that sage embellished with trees bearing blossoms 
and fruits at all seasons. O tiger among kings, dwelling a 
this spot, thou wilt be delivered from all thy sins. * ” 

Thus ends the hundred and thirty-eighth Section in the 
Tirtha-yatra of the Vana Parva. 

Section CXXXIX. 

(Tirtha-ydtrct Parva continued *) 

“Loma^a said.— ‘O descendant of Bharata, O king, now hast 
thou left behind the mountains, Ucjiravija, Main&ka and Sweta, 
as well as the K&la hills. O son of Kunti, O bull among 
the descendants of Bharata, here flow before thee the seven 
Ganges. This spot is pure and holy. Here Agni blazeth fortji 
without intermission. No son of Manu is able to obtain a sight 
of this wonder. Therefore, O sons of Pandu, concentrate your 
mind, inorder that ye may intently behold these tirthas . Now 
wilt thou see the play-ground of the gods, marked with 
their footprints, as we have passed the mountain Kala. We 
shall now ascend that white rock — the mountain Mandara, 
inhabited by the Taksha Manibhadra and Kuvera, king 
of the Takshas. O king, at this place eighty thousaw 
fleet Gandharbas, and four times as many Kimpurushas an' 
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Takshas of various shapes and forms, holding various weapons, 
attend upon Manibhadra, king of the Yakthas. In these 
regions their power is very great. And in speed they hre 
even as the wind. They can, without doubt, displace even 
the lord of the celestials from bis seat. Protected by them, 
and also watched over by the R&kshasas, these mountains 
have been rendered inaccessible. Therefore, O son of Prithi* 
do thon concentrate thy thoughts. Besides these, O son of 
Kunti, here are fierce ministers of Kuvera and his Rakshasa 
kindred. We shall have to meet them, and, therefore, O Kunti’s 
son, gather up thy energies. O king, the mountain Kail&$a 
is six yojanas in height. It contains a gigantic Jujube tree. 
And, O son of Eunti, numberless gods and Yakshas and 
Kakshasas and Kinnaras and Nt gas and Suparaas and Gan- 
dharbas pass this way, in going towards Kuvera's palace. O 
king, protected by me, as well as by the might of Bhimasena, 
and also in virtue of thy own asceticism and self-command, 
do thou to-day mix with them. May king Varuna, and Yama 
conqueror of battles, and Gangs, and Yamuna, and this 
mountain, and the Maruts, and the twin As wins, and all rivers 
and lakes, vouchsafe thy safety. And, O effulgent one, mayst 
thou have safety from all the celestials, and the Asuras, and 
the Vasus. O Goddess, GangS, I hear thy roar from this 
golden mountain, sacred to Indra. O goddess of high fortune, 
in these mountainous regions, protect the king, worshipped by 
all of the Ajamida race. O daughter of the mountain (Hima- 
laya), this king is about to enter into these mountainous regions, 
J)o thou, therefore, confer thy protection upon him, * 

“ Having thus addressed the river, Loma$a bade Yudhish- 
thira, saying, — ‘Be thou careful/ 

“ Yudhishthira said, — ‘This confusion of Loma^a is unprece- 
dented. Therefore, protect ye Krishni, and be not careless, 
Loma^a knows this place to be certainly difficult of access. 
Therefore, do ye practise here the utmost cleanliness/ ” 

Vaiijampiyana said, — “ He next addressed his brother 
Bhima of vast prowess, saying, *0 Bhimasena, do thou protect 
Krishna carefully. Whether Arjuna be near or away, KrishnA 
in times of danger ever seeketh protection from thee alone,* 
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w Then the high-souled monarch approached the twins*. 
Nakula and Sahadeva, and after smelling their heads, and 
rubbing their persons, with tears said unto them, — ‘Do not fear* 
Proceed, however, with caution/ ,r 

Thus ends the hundred and thirty-ninth Section in the 
Tirtha-yatrSt of the Yana Parva. 


Section CXL. 

(Tivtha-yatra Parva continued.) 

“ Yudhishthira said, — *0 Vrikodara, there are mighty and 
powerful invisible spirits at this place. We shall, however, pass 
it, through the merit of our asceticism and Agnihotra sacrifi- 
ces. O son of Kunti, do thou, therefore, restrain thy hunger and 
thirst by collecting thine energies, and also, O Vrikodara, have 
recourse to tby strength and cleverness. O Kunti’s son, 
thou hast heard what the sage (Loma$a) had said regarding 
mount Kailacja. Ascertain, therefore, after deliberation, how 
Krishna will pass the spot. Or, O mighty Bhima of large 
eyes, do thou return from hence, taking with thee Sahadeva, and 
all our charioteers, cooks, servants, cars, horses, and the Brah- 
manas worn out with travel, while 1 together with Nakula 
and the sage Loma 9 a of severe austerities proceed, subsisting 
on the lightest fare and observing vows. Do thou, in expec- 
tation of my return, cautiously wait at the source of the 
GangS, protecting Draupadi till I come back/ 

“ Bhima replied, — ‘O descendant of Bharata, although this 
blesssed princess hath been sore afflicted by toil and distress, 
yet she easily proceedeth, in the hope of beholding him 
of the white steeds (Arjuna). Thy dejection also is already very 
great at not seeing the high-souled Arjuna, who never re- 
treateth from fight. O Bharata, it is superfluous then to say 
that if thou seest neither myself nor Sahadeva nor Krishni, 
thy dejection will certainly increase. The Br&hmanas had 
better return with our servants, charioteers, cooks and whom- 
soever else thou mayst |command. I never shall leave 
thee in these rugged and inaccessible mountainous regions, 
infested by Rakshasas, And, 0 tiger among men, also this 
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princess of high fortune, ever devoted to her lords, desiretli 
not to return without thee. This Sahadeva is always devoted 
to thee : he too will never retrace his steps. His disposition 
is known to me. O king, O mighty monarch, we are all eager 
to behold Savya-sachin, and, therefore, will we all go together. 
If we are unable to go over this mountain in our cars, abound- 
ing as it doth in defiles, well, we would go on foot. Trouble 
thyself not, O king, — I shall carry Panchala’s daughter, wher- 
ever she will be incapable of walking. O king, I have decided 
upon this. Therfore let not thy mind be distracted. I shall also 
carry over inaccessible tracts those tender-bodied heroes, the 
twins, the delight of their mother, wherever they will be 
incapable of proceeding/ 

“ Yudhishthira said, — ‘May thy strength increase, O Bhima, 
as thou speakest thus, and as thou boldly undertakest to carry 
the illustrious Panchali and these twins. Blessed be thou ! 
Such courage dwelleth not in any other individual. May thy 
strength, fame, merit, and reputation increase ! O long-armed 
one, as thou offerest to carry Krishna and our brothers the 
twins, exhaustion and defeat never be thine! * 99 

VaiQampayana said. — "Then the charming Krishna said 
with a smile, ‘O descendant of Bharata, I shall be able to 
go, and, therefore, be thou not anxious on my account/ 

“ Lomaija said, — ‘Access to the mountain, Gandhamadana, 
is only to be obtained by the dint of asceticism. Therefore, 
O son of Kunti, shall we all practise austerities, O king. 
Nakula, Sahadeva, Bhimasena, thou and myself, shall then 
see him of the white steeds, O Kunti’s son / 99 

Vaicampayana said. — “O king, thus conversing together, 
they saw with delight the extensive domains of Suvahu, 
situated on the Himalaya, abounding in horses and elephants, 
densely inhabited by the Kiratas and the Tanganas, crowded 
by hundreds of Pulindas, frequented by the celestials, and 
rife with wonders. King Suvahu, the lord of the Poolindas, 
cheerfully received them at the frontiers of his dominions, pay- 
ing them proper respect. Having been thus received with 
honor, and having dwelt comfortably at this place, they started 
for the mountain Himalaya, when the sun shone brightly in 
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tile firmament. And, 0 king, having entrusted to the care of 
the lord of the Pulindas all their servants— Indrasena and the 
others, — and the cooks and the stewards, and Draupadi’s 
accoutrements, and every thing else, those mighty chariot* 
eers, the sons of the Kurus, endued with great prowess, set 
out from that country, and began to proceed cautiously with 
Krishna, — all of them cheerful in the expectation of beholding 
Arjuna. 

“Yudhishthira said, — ‘0 Bhimasena, O P&nch&li, and ye 
twins, hearken unto my words. The acts done (by a person) in 
a former birth do not perish, (without producing their effects). 
Behold ! even we have become rangers of the wilderness. Even 
to see Dhananjaya, exhausted and distressed as we are, we have 
to bear each other, and pass through impracticable places. This 
burneth me, even as fire doth a heap of cotton. O hero, I 
do not see Dananjaya at my side. I reside in the wood with my 
younger brothers, anxious of beholding him. This thought, 
as also the memory of that grave insult offered to Yajnaseni, 
consume me. O Vrikodara, I do not see the invincible 
Partha, of strong bow and incomparable energy, and who is 
the immediate elder of Nakula. For this, O Vrikodara, I am 
miserable. In order to see that hero, Dhananjaya, firm in 
promise, for these five years have I been wandering 
various tirthas, and beautiful forests and lakes, and yet I 
do not meet him. For this, O Vrikodora, I am miserable. 

I do not see the long-armed Gudakeqa, of dark blue hue, 
and leonine gait. For this, O Vrikodara, I am miserable. I 
do not see that foremost of the Kurus, accomplished in arms, 
skilful in fight, and matchless among bowmen. For this, 
O Vrikodara, I am miserable. Distressed as I am, I do not 
see that son of Pritha, Dhananjanya, born under the in- 
fluence of the star Falguni ; ranging amidst foes even like 
Yama at the time of the universal dissolution ; possessed of 
the prowess of an elephant with the temporal juice trick- 
ling down ; endued with leonine shoulders ; not inferior to 
Sakra himself in prowess and energy ; elder in years to 
the twins ; of white steeds ; unrivalled in heroism ; invincible ; 
and weiiding a strong bow. For this, 0 Vrikodora, I am miser* 



able. And he is always of a forgiving temper, — yea, even whe* 
insulted by the meanest individual. And be conferreth bene- 
fit and protection to the righteous ; but to that tortuous 
person who by craft attempts to do him mischief, Dhananjaya 
is like unto virulent poison, albert that one were S&kra him- 
self. And the mighty Vibhatsu of inmeaaurable soul and 
possessing great strength, showeth mercy and extendeth pro- 
tection even to a foe when fallen* And he is the refuge of us 
all, and he crusheth his foes in fight. And he hath the power 
to collect any treasure whatever, and he ministereth unto our 
happiness. It was through his prowess that I had owned 
formerly measureless precious jewels of various kinds, which at 
present Sujodhana hath usurped* It was by his might, O 
hero, that I had possessed before that palatial amphitheatre 
embellished with all manner of jewels, and celebrated through- 
out the three worlds. O PSLndu’s son, in prowess, Falguna is 
like unto Vasudeva, and in fight he is invincible and unri- 
valled, even like unto Kartyavirya. Alas ! I see him not, 
O Bhima. In might, that conqueror of foes goeth in the wake 
Of the invincible and most powerful Sankarshana (Valarama) 
and Vasudeva. In strength of arms, and spirit, he is like 
unto Purandara himself. And in swiftness, he. is even as the 
wind, and in grace, as the moon, and in ire, he is the eternal 
Death himself. O mighty-armed one, with the object of behold- 
ing that warlike tiger among men, shall we repair to the Gan- 
dhamadana mountain, where is the hermitage of Nara and 
Narayana at the site of the celebrated Jujube tree, and which 
is inhabited by the Yakshas. We shall see that best of 
mountains. And, practising severe austerities, only on foot 
we shall sojourn to Kuvera’s beautiful lake guarded by 
Rakshasas. That place cannot be reached by vehicles, O Vriko- 
dara. Neither can cruel, or avaricious, or irascible people 
attain to that spot, O Bharata’s son. O Bhima, in order to 
see Arjuna, thither shall we repair, in company with Brah- 
manas of strict vows, girding on our swords, and wielding 
our bows. Those only that are impure, meet with flies, gad- 
flies, mosquitoes, tigers, lions, and reptiles, but the pure 
never come across them, Therefore, regulating our fare, and 



YANA PABYA, *23 

restraining our senses, we shall sojourn to the Gandha* 
mAdana, desirous of seeing Dhananjaya.’ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and fortieth Section in the tirtha* 
yatra of the Vana Parva. 

Section CXLI. 

(Tirtha-yatra Parva continued , ) 

u Loma$a said, — ‘O sons of PAndu, ye have seen many a 
mountain, and river, and town, and forest, and beautiful tirtha ; 
and have touched with your hands the sacred waters. Now 
this way leads to the celestial mountain Mandara ; therefore, be 
ye attentive, and composed. Ye will now repair to the residence 
of the celestials, and the divine sages of meritorious deeds. 
Here, O king, flows the mighty and beautiful river (AlakanandA) 
of holy water, adored by hosts of celestials and sages, and 
tracing its source to (the site of) the Jujube tree. It is 
frequented and worshipped by high-souled Vaihayasa Vala- 
khilyas, and Gandharbas of mighty souls. Accustomed to sing 
the SAma hymns, the sages, — Marichi, Pulaha, Bhrigu and 
Angiras, chaunt them at this spot. Here the lord of 
celestials performeth with the Maruts his daily prayers ; and 
the Sadhyas and the Aqvrins attend on him. The sun, the 
moon, and all the luminaries, with the planets, resort to 
this river, alternately by day and by night. O highly for- 
tunate monarch, that protector of the world, MahAdeva, 
having a bull for his mark, received on his head the fall of 
the waters of this river, at the source of the GangA. O 
children, approach this goddess of the six attributes, and bow 
down before her, with concentrated minds/ 

“ Hearing the words of the high-souled Lomaga, the sons 
of Pandu reverentially worshipped the river (GangA), flowing 
through the firmament. And, after having adored her, the 
pious sons of Pandu resumed their journey, accompanied by 
the sages. And it came to pass that those best of men 
beheld at a distance some white object of vast proportions, 
even like the Meru, and stretching on all sides. And knowing 
that PAadu's sons were intent upon asking (him), Lomas* 
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versed in speech, said, 'Hear, O sons of Pandu ! 0 best of men,' 
what thou seest before thee, of vast proportions, like unto a 
mountain, and beautiful as the Kailua cliff, is a collection 
of the bones of the mighty Daitya, Naraka. Being placed on 
a mountain, it looketh like one. The Daitya was slain by 
that Supreme Soul, the eternal God Vishnu, for the good 
of the lord of celestials. Aiming at the possession of Indra's 
place, by the force of austerities and Vaidic lore, that mighty- 
minded ( demon ) had practised austere penances for ten 
thousand years. And on account of his asceticism, as also of 
the force and might of his arms, he had grown invincible, and 
always harassed (Indra). And, O sinless one, knowing his 
strength and austerities, and observance of religious vows, 
Indra became agitated and was overwhelmed with fear. And 
mentally he thought of the eternal deity Vishnu. And 
thereat the graceful lord of the universe, who is present every- 
where, appeared and stood before him manifest. And the 
sages and celestials, began to propitiate Vishnu with prayers. 
And in his presence, even Agni of the six attributes and of 
blazing beauty, being overpowered by his effulgence, became 
shorn of radience. And seeing before him the God Vishnu, 
the chief of the celestials, who weilds of thunder-bolt, bow- 
ing with head bent down, readily apprised Vishnu of the 
source of his fear. Thereupon Vishnu said, — I know, O Sakra, 
that thy fear proceedeth from Naraka, that lord of the Daityas. 
By the merit of his successful ascetic acts, he aimeth at 
Indra’s position. Therefore, for pleasing thee, I shall certainly 
sever his soul from his body, although he hath achieved success 
in asceticism. Do thou, O lord of celestials, wait for a mo- 
ment. — Then the exceedingly powerful Vishnu depri ved 
(Naraka) of his senses (by striking him) with his hand. 
And he fell down on the earth, even like the monarch of 
mountains struck by (thunder). He was thus slain by a miracle, 
and his bones lie gathered at this spot. Here also is manifest 
another deed of Vishnu’s. Once the whole Earth having been 
lost, and sunk into the nether regions, she was lifted up by 
him, in the shape of a boar having a single tusk.’ 

" tT JL: ‘ uv:, “ — ( G worshinful one, relatejm particular. 
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tow Vishnu, the lord of the celestials, raised up the earth sunk 
an hundred yojanas ? In what manner also was that support 
of all created things — the goddess Earth of high fortune — who 
dispenseth blessings, and bringeth forth ail sorts of corn* 
rendered stable? Through whose power had she sunk an 
hundred Yojanas below, and under what circumstances was 
exhibited this greatest exploit of the S upremeBeing ? O chief 
of the twice-born race, I wish to hear all about it in detail 
as it happened. Certainly, it is known to thee.* 

“Loma^a said. — ‘O Yudhishthira, listen to all at length,' 
as I relate the story, which thou hast asked me (to narrate), 

0 child, in days of yore, there was (once) a tenible time in 
the Krita Yuga, when the eternal and primeval Deity assumed 
the duties of Yama. And, O thou that never faliest off, when 
the God of gods began to perform the functions of Yama, there 
died not a creature, while the births were as usual. Then there 
began to multiply birds, and beasts, and kine, and sheep, and 
deer, and all kinds of carnivorous animals. O tiger among 
men and vanquisher of foes, then the human race also in- 
creased by thousands and by tens of thousands, even like unto 
(a current of) watf r. And, O my son, when the increase of 
population had been so frightful, the Earth oppressed with 
the excessive burden, sank down for an hundred Yojanas* 
And suffering pain in all her limbs, and being deprived of 
her senses by excessive pressure, the Earth in distress sought 
the protection of Narayana, the foremost of the gods. The 
Earth spake, saying, — It is by thy favor, O possessor of the 
six attributes, that I had been able to remain so long in my 
position. But I have been overcome with burden, and now 

1 cannot hold myself any longer. It behoveth thee, O ador- 
able one, to relieve this load of mine. I have sought thy 
protection, O lord ; and do thou, therefore, extend unto me thy 
favor. — Hearing these words of hers, the eternal lord, possessor 
of the six attributes, complacently said, in words uttered in 
distinct letters. Vishnu said, — Thou needst not fear, O afflict- 
ed Earth, the bearer of all treasures. I shall act so, that 
thou mayst be made light. — * 

“ Loma9a said, — ‘Haying thus dismissed the Earth, who hath 
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the mountains for her ear-rings, he suddenly became turned into 
a boar with one tusk, and of exceeding effulgence. Causing 
terror with his glowing red eyes, and emitting fumes from 
his blazing lustre, he began to sw ell in magnitude in that 
region. O hero, then holding the Earth with his single 
radiant tusk, that being who pervadeth the Vedas, raised her 
up an hundred yojanas. And while she was being thus 
raised, there ensued a mighty agitation. And all the celes- 
tials, together with the sages of ascetic wealth, became agi- 
tated. And heaven, and the firmament, and also the Earth, 
were filled with exclamations of Oh! wad Alas! And neither 
the celestials nor men could rest in peace. Then countless 
celestials together with the sages, went to Brahma,, who was 
seated, burning as it were in his (own) lustre. Then approach- 
ing Brahma, the lord of the celestials, and the witness of the 
acts of all beings, they with joined hands spake the follow- 
ing words, — O lord of celestials, all created beings have be- 
come agitated, and the mobile and immobile creatures are 
-restless, — yea, O lord of the celestials, even the oceans, are 
found to be vexed. And this whole earth hath gone down an 
hundred yojanas . What is the matter ? And by whose in- 
fluence is it that the whole universe is in ferment ? May it 
please thee to explain it unto us without delay, for we are 
all bewildered. — Thereupon Brahma replied, — Ye immortals ! 
do ye not entertain fear of the Asuras, in any matter or 
place. Hearken, ye celestials, to the reason to which all this 
commotion is owing ! This agitation in the heavens hath 
been produced by the influence of that illustrious Being, who 
is omnipresent, eternal, and the never-perishing Soul, That 
Supreme Soul, Vishnu, hath lifted up the Earth, who had 
-entirely sunk down an hundred yojanas. This commotion hath 
taken place in consequence of the Earth being raised up. 
Know ye this and dispell your doubts. — The celestials said,— 
Where is that Being who with pleasure raiseth up the Earth ? 
O possessor of the six attributes, mention unto us the place. 
Thither shall we repair. — Brahma said, — Go ye. May good 
betide you ! Ye will find him resting in the Nandana (gardens). 
Yonder is visible the glorious and worshipful Suparna (Gaduda). 
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After having raised the Earth, the Supreme Being, from whom 
the worlds become manifest, flameth even in the shape of a 
boar, like unto the all-consuming fire at the universal dissolu- 
tion. And o» his breast is really to be seen the gem, Srivatsa. 
(Go) and behold that Being knowing no deterioration. — ’ 

“Loma^a said, — ‘Then the celestials, placing the grand-sire 
at their head, came to that infinite Soul, — and having listened 
to his praise, bade him adieu and went back to whence they 
had come.* ” 

Vai9arap&yana said. — “O Janamejaya, having heard this 
story, all the F&ndavas without delay and with alacrity, began 
to preceedby the way pointed out by Loma^a. ” 

Thus ends the hundred and forty-second Section in the 
Tirtha-yhtra of the Vana Parva, 


Section CXLIII. 

( Tirtha-ydtra Pavva continued. ) 

Vai$ampayana said. — “O king, then those foremost of bow- 
men, of immeasurable prowess, holding bows stringed at 
full stretch, and equipped with quivers and arrows, and wear- 
ing finger- protectors made of the guana-skin, and with their 
swords ^p, proceeded with Panchali towards the Gandha- 
madana, taking with them the best of Brahmana*. And 
on their way they saw various lakes, and rivers, and mountains; 
and forests, and trees of wide-spreading shade on mountain 
summits, and places abounding in tress bearing flowers and 
fruits in all seasons, and frequented by celestials and sages. 
And restraining their senses within their inner self, and subsist- 
ing on fruits and roots, the heroes passed through rugged 
regions, craggy and difficult of passage, beholding many 
and various kinds of beasts. Thus those high-souled ones 
entered the mountain inhabited by the sages, the Siddhas 
and the celestials, and frequented by the Kinnaras, and the 
favorite region of the Gandharbas and the Apsaras. And O 
lord of men, as those mighty heroes v/ere entering the mount- 
ain Gandhamadana, there arose a violent wind, attended 
with a heavy shower, And owing to this, mighty clouds of 
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dusfe, bearing lots of dry leaves, rose, and all on a sudden cover- 
ed earth, air and firmament. And when the heavens had been 
covered with dust, nothing could be perceived *, neither could 
they (the Pandavas) speak to one another. And with eyes 
enveloped with darkness, and pushed by the wind carrying 
particles of rock, they could not see one another. And there 
began to arise mighty sounds proceeding from the trees, and 
also from those breaking down incessantly under the force 
of the wind, and falling to the ground. And distracted by 
gusts of the wind, they thought, — ‘Are the heavens falling 
down ; or the earth and the mountains being rent ? * And 
afraid of the wind, they felt about with their hands, and took 
Bhelter under the wayside trees, and ant-hills, and in caverns. 
Then holding his bow, and supporting Krishna, the mighty 
Bhimsena stood under a tree. And Yudhishthira the just 
with Dhaumya crept into the deep wood. And Sahadeva carry- 
ing the sacred fire with him, took shelter under a rock. 
And Nakula, together with Loma<ja, and other Brahmanas 
of great asceticism, stood in a fright, each under a tree. Then 
when the wind had abated and the dust subsided, there came 
down a shower in torrents. There also arose a loud rattling 
noise, like unto the thunder hurled; and quick-flashing 
lightning began to play gracefully upon the clouds. And 
being helped on by the swift wind, showers of ram poured 
down without intermission, filling all sides round. And, 
O lord of men, all around there began to flow many 
rivers covered with foam and turbid with mud ; and these, 
bearing volumes of water spread over with frothy rafts, 
rushed down with tremendous roar, uprooting trees. And after- 
wards when that sound had ceased, and the air had resumed 
its calmness, and the waters had subsided, and the sun had 
arisen, they (each of them) cautiously came out of their coverts, 
and met together, 0 descendant of Bharata. And then the 
heroes started for the mountain Gandhamadana. ” 

Thus ends the hundred and forty- third Section in the 
Tirtha-yatra of the Vana Parva. 



Section CXLIV. 

( Tirtha-ydtra Parva continued .) 

Vaigampayana said. — “ When the high-souled sons of 
Pandu had proceeded only two miles, Draupadi unaccustomed 
to travel on foot, sank down. Weary and afflicted as she was, 
the poor daughter of Panchala became faint, on account 
of the hailstorm, and also of her extreme delicacy. And tremb* 
ling with faintness, the black-eyed one supported herself on 
her thighs, with her plump arms, becoming (her graceful form). 
And thus resting for support on her thighs resembling the 
trunk of an elephant, and which were in contact with each 
other, she suddenly dropped upon the ground, trembling 
like a plantain tree. And finding that the beautiful one was 
falling down like a twisted creeper, Nakula ran forward 
and supported her. And he said, — ‘O king, this black-eyed 
daughter of Panchala, being weary, hath fallen down upon 
the ground. Do thou, therefore, tend her, 0 son of Bharata. 
Undeserving as she is of misery, this lady of slow pace hath 
been subject to great hardships, and she is also worn out 
with the fatigues of the journey. 0 mighty king, do thou, 
therefore, comfort her. 1 ” 

Vai(jampayana said. — “ Having heard these words of Nakula, 
the king as also Bhima and Sahadeva, became sore afflicted, 
and hastily ran towards her. And finding her weak, and her 
countenance pale, the pious son of Kunti began to lament 
in grief, taking her on his lap. Yudhishthira said, — ‘Accus- 
tomed to ease, and deserving to sleep in well-protected rooms, 
on beds spread over with fine sheets, how doth this beautiful 
one sleep prostrate on the ground ! Alas ! on my account 
(alone), the delicate feet and the lotus-like face of this one 
deserving of ail excellent things, have contracted a dark- 
blue hue. O what have I done ! Fool that I am, having 
been addicted to dice, I have been wandering in the forest, 
full of wild beasts, taking Krishna in my company. This 
large-eyed one had been bestowed by her father, the king 
of the Drupadas, in the hope that the' blessed girl would be' 
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happy, by obtaining the sons of Panda for her lords. It is o» 
account of my wretched self, that without obtaining any 
thing hoped for, she sleepeth prostrate on the ground, tried 
with hardships, sorrow and travel/ ” 

Vau^ampiyana said. — “While king Yudhishlhira the just 
was lamenting thus, Dhaumya with all the other principal 
Brahmanas came to the spot. And they began to console him 
and to honor him with blessings. And they recited mantras 
capable of dispelling Rakshasas, and (to that end) also perform- 
ed rites. And on the mantras being recited by the great ascetics, 
inorder to the restoration of (Panchali’s) health, Panchali, fre- 
quently touched by the Pandavas with their soothing palms, 
and fanned by cool breezes surcharged with particles of 
water, felt ease, and gradually regained her senses. And 
finding that exhausted poor lady restored to her senses, the 
sons of PrithS,, placing her on a deer-skin, caused her to take 
rest. And taking her feet of red soles, bearing auspicious 
marks, the twins began to press them gently with their hands, 
scarred by the bow-string. And Yudhishthira the just, the 
foremost of the Kurus, also comforted her, and addressed 
Bhima in the following words, — ‘0 Bhima, there yet remain 
many mountains (before us), rugged, and inaccessible because 
of snow. How, O long-armed one, will Krishna pass over 
them ? * Thereupon Bhima said,— ‘O king, I myself shall 
carry thee, together with this princess and these bulls among 
men, the twins ; therefore, O king of kings, resign not thy 
mind unto despair. Or, at thy bidding, O sinless one, Hidimva-'s 
Con, the mighty Ghatotkacha, who is capable of ranging the 
skies, and who is like unto me in strength, will carry us all/ ” 
Vaigamp&yana said. — “Then with Yudhishthira’s permission, 
Bhima thought of his Rakshasa son. And no sooner was he 
thought of by his father, than the pious Ghatotkacha made his 
Appearance ; and saluting the Pandavas and the Brabmanas, 
stood with joined hands. And they also carressed him of 
mighty arms. He ' then addressed his father, Bhimasena of 
dreadful prowess, saying, — ‘Having been thought of by thee, 
I have come here with speed, in order to serve thee. Do thou, 
© long-armed one, command me, I shall certainly be able to 



TANA PART A. 


431 


perform whatever thou biddst. ' Hearing this, Bhimasena 
bugged the Rakshasa to his breast. ” 

Thus ends the hundred and forty-fourth Section in the 
Tirtha-yatra of the Vana Parva. 

Section CXLV, 

( Tirtha-yatra Parva continued . ) 

Yudhishthira said,— ‘0 Bhima, let this mighty and hero* 
ic Rakshasa chief, thy legitimate son, devoted to us, and 
truthful, and conversant with virtue, carry (his) mother 
(Draupadi) without delay. And, O possessor of dreadful 
prowess, depending on the strength of thy arms, I shall 
reach the Gandhamadana, unhurt, together with Panchala’s 
daughter.’ ” 

Vaiqampayana said, — “ Hearing the words of his brother, 
that tiger among men, Bhimasena, commanded his son, 
Ghatotkacha, the repressor of foes, saying, — ‘O invincible son 
of Hidimva, this thy mother hath been sorely tired. Thou 
art, again, strong and capable of going wherever thou likesl. 
Do thou, therefore, O ranger of the skies, carry her. May 
prosperity attend thee ! Taking her on thy shoulders, thou 
shalt go in our company, adopting a course not far overhead,— 
so that thou mayst not render her uneasy. * Thereat, Ghatot- 
kacha said, — ‘Even single-handed, I am able to carry Yudhish- 
thira the just, and Dhaumya, and Krishna, and the twins,— 
and what wonder then that I shall to-day carry them, when I 
have others to assist me ? And, O sinless one, hundreds of 
other heroic (Rakshasas), capable of moving through the 
sky, and of assuming any shape at will, will together carry 
you all wittrthe Brahmanas.’ ” 

Vaiqampayana said. — “ Saying this, Ghatotkacha carried 
Krishna in the midst of the Pandavas, and the other (Raksh- 
ashas) also began to carry the Pandavas. And by virtue 
of his native energy, Lomaqa of incomparable effulgence 
moved along the path of the Siddhas, like unto a second sun. 
And at the command of the lord of the Rakshasas, those 
Rakshasas of terrific prowess began to proceed, bearing all the 
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other Brahmanas, and beholding many a romantic wood. And 
they proceeded towards the gigantic jujube tree. And carried by 
the Rakshasas of great speed, proceeding at a rapid pace, the 
heroes passed over long-extending ways quickly, as if over short 
ones. And on their way they saw various tracts crowded with 
Mlechchha people, and containing mines of diverse gems. And 
they also saw hillocks teeming with various minerals, thronged 
with Vidyadharas, inhabited on all sides by monkeys and 
Kinnaras, and Kimpurusbas, and Gandharbas, and filled with 
peacocks, and chamaras , and apes, and rurus, and bears, and 
gavayas, and buffalos, and intersected with a network of ri- 
vulets, and inhabited by various birds and beasts, and beautified 
by elephants, and abounding in trees and enraptured birds. 
After having thus passed many countries, and also the 
Uttarakurus, they saw that foremost of mountains, the Kaila^a, 
containing many wonders. And by the side of it, they be- 
held the hermitage of Nara and Narayana, with celestial 
trees bearing flowers and fruits in all seasons. And they 
also beheld that beautiful jujube of round trunk. And it 
was fresh ; and of deep shade ; and of excellent beauty ; and 
of thick, soft and sleek foliage ; and healthful ; and having 
gigantic boughs ; and wide-spreading ; and of incomparable 
lustre ; and bearing full-grown, tasteful, and holy fruits dropping 
honey. And this celestial tree was frequented by hosts of 
mighty sages, and was always inhabited by various birds 
maddened with animal spirits. And it grew at a spot de- 
void of mosquitoes and gad-flies, and abounding in fruits 
and roots aud water, and covered with green grass, and in- 
habited by the celestials and the Gandharbas, and of smooth 
surface, and naturally healthful, and beauteous, and cool, and 
of delicate feel. Having reached that (tree), together with 
those bulls among Brahmanas, the high-souled ones gently 
alighted from the shoulders of the Rakshasas. Then in 
company with those bulls among the twice- born ones, the 
P&ndavas beheld that romantic asylum presided over by 
Nara and Narayana ; devoid of gloom ; and sacred ; and 
untouched by the solar rays ; and free from those rubs* 
viz., hunger, and thirst, heat and coldj and removing (all) 
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sorrow ; and crowded with hosts of mighty sages ; and adorned 
with the grace proceeding from the Vedas, Saman, Rich, and 
Yajus ; and, O king, inaccessible to men who have renounced 
religion ; and beautified with offerings, and homas ; and sacred ; 
and well-swept and daubed ; and shining all around with offer- 
ings of celestial blossoms; and spread over with altars of sacri- 
ficial fire, and sacred laddies and pots ; and graced with large 
water-jars, and baskets ; and the refuge of all beings ; and 
echoing with the chaunting of the Vedas; and heavenly; 
and worthy of being inhabited ; and removing fatigue ; and 
attended with splendour ; and of incomprehensible merit ; 
and majestic with divine qualities. And the hermitage was 
inhabited by hosts of great sages, subsisting on fruits and 
roots ; and having their senses under perfect control ; and 
clad in black deer-skins ; and effulgent like unto the Sun 
and Agni ; and of souls magnified by asceticism ; and intent 
on emancipation; and leading the Vana Prastha mode of 
life; and of subdued senses ; and identified with the Supreme 
Soul ; and of high fortune ; and reciting Vaidic hymns. Then 
having purified himself and restrained his senses, that son 
of Dharma, the intelligent Yudhishthira of exceeding energy, 
accompanied by his brothers, approached those sages. And 
all the great sages endued with supernatural knowledge, 
knowing Yudhishthira arrive, received him joyfully. And 
those sages engaged in the recitation of the Vedas, and 
like unto fire itself, after having conferred blessings on 
Yudhishthira, cheerfully accorded him fitting reception. And 
they gave him clean water and flowers and fruits and 
roots. And Yudhishthira the just received with regard 
the things gladly offered for his reception by the great 
sages. And then, O sinless one, Pandu’s son together with 
Krishna and his brothers, and thousands of Brahmanas versed 
in the Vedas and the Vedangas, entered into that holy 
hermitage, like unto the abode of Sakra, and pleasing the mind 
with heavenly odours, and resembling heaven itself, and 
attended with beauty. There the pious (Yudhishthira) beheld 
the hermitage of Nara and Narayana, beautified by the Bhagi-* 
rathi, and worshipped by the gods and the celestial sages, 

55 



434 


1ULH1BHABATA, 


And seeing that hermitage inhabited by the Brahmarshis, 
and containing fruits dropping honey, the P&ndavas were 
filled with delight. And having reached that place, the high- 
souled ones began to dwell with the Brahmanas. And there 
beholding the holy lake Yinda, and the mountain Mainaka, of 
golden summits, and inhabited by various species of birds, the 
magnanimous ones lived happily and with joy. And there the 
sons of Pandu together with Krishna took pleasure in ranging 
excellent and captivating woods, shining with flowers of 
every season ; beauteous on all sides with trees bearing blown 
blossoms; and bending down with the weight of fruits; and 
attended by numerous male kokilaa ; and of glossy foliage ; 
and thick; and having cool shade; and lovely to behold. 
And they took delight in beholding diverse beautiful lakes 
of limpid water, and shining all around with lotuses and 
lilies. And there, O lord, the balmy breeze, bearing pure 
fragrance, blew gladdening all the Pandavas, together with 
Krishna. And hard by the gigantic jujube, the mighty sons 
of Kunti saw the Bhagirathi of easy descent, and cool, and 
furnished with fresh lotuses, and having stairs made of rubies, 
and corals, and graced with trees, and scattered over with 
celestial flowers, and gladsome to the mind. And at that 
spot, frequented by celestials and sages, and extremely in- 
accessible, they, after having purified themselves, offered 
oblations unto the pitris and the gods and the rishis , in the 
sacred waters of the Bhagirathi. Thus those bulls among 
men, the heroic perpetuatora of the Kuru race, began to 
reside there with the Brahmanas, offering oblations, and practis- 
ing meditation. And those tigers among men, the Pandavas, 
of god-like appearance, felt delight in witnessing the various 
amusements of Draupadi. ” 

Thus ends the hundred and forty-fifth Section in the 
Tirtha-yatra of the Yana Parva, 
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Vai$ampi,yana said. — “ There observing cleanliness, those 
tigers among men dwelt for six nights, in expectation of be- 
holding Dhananjaya. And it came to pass that all of a sudden 
there blew a wind from the north-east, and brought a celes- 
tial lotus of a thousand petals, and effulgent as the sun. And 
Panchali saw that pure and charming lotus of unearthly 
fragrance, brought by the wind and left on the ground. And 
having obtained that excellent and beautiful lotus, that 
blessed one became exceedingly delighted, O king; and 
addressed Bhimasena in the following words, — ‘Behold, O 
Bhima, this most beautiful unearthly flower, having within 
it the very source of fragrance. It gladdeneth my heart, 
O repressor of foes. This one I shall present to Yudhishthira 
the just. Do thou, therefore, procure others for my satis- 
faction, — inorder that I may carry them to our hermitage 
in the Kamyaka. If, 0 Pritha’s son, I have found grace with 
thee, do thou then procure others of this species in large 
numbers. I wish to carry them to our hermitage. ' Having 
said this, the blameless lady of beautiful glances approached 
Yudhishthira the just, taking the flower. And knowing tho 
desire of his beloved queen, that bull among men, Bhima of 
great strength, also set out, in order to gratify her. And 
intent upon fetching the flowers, he began to proceed at a 
rapid pace, facing the wind, in the direction from which the 
flower had come. And taking the bow, inlaid with gold on the 
back, as also arrows like unto venomous snakes, he proceeded 
as a lion in anger, or an elephant in rut. And all beings gazed 
at him, holding a mighty bow and arrows. And neither ex* 
haustion, nor languor, neither fear, nor confusion ever possessed 
the son of Prithaand the offspring of Vayu (wind)*. And desir- 
ous of pleasing Draupadi, the mighty one, free from fear or con* 
fusion, ascended the peak, depending on the strength of his 
arms. And that'slaycr of foes began to range that beautiful 
peak covered with trees, creepers and shrubs ; and of felacfe 
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rocky base ; and frequented by Kinnaras ; and variegated with 
minerals, plants, beasts, and birds of various hues ; and 
appearing like an upraised arm of the Earth adorned with 
an entire suit of ornaments. And that one of matchless 
prowess proceeded, fixing his look at the slopes of the Gan- 
dhamadana, — beautified with flowers of every season — and re- 
volving various thoughts in his mind, and with his ears, 
eyes and mind rivetted to the spots resounding with the notes 
of male kokilas, and ringing with the hum of black bees. And 
like an elephant in rut raging mad in a forest, that one of 
mighty prowess smelt the rare odour proceeding from the flowers 
of every season. And he was fanned ' by the fresh breeze of 
the Gandhamadana, bearing the perfumes of various blossoms, 
and cooling like unto a father's touch. On his fatigue be- 
ing removed, the down on his body stood on end. And 
(in this state), that repressor of foes, for the flowers began 
to survey all the mountain, inhabited by Yakhas, and 
Gandharbas, and celestials, and Brahmarshis. And brush- 
ed by the leaves of the Saptachchhada tree, besmeared in 
fresh red, black and white minerals, he looked as if de- 
corated with lines of holy unguents drawn by fingers. And 
with clouds stretching at its sides, the mountain seemed 
dancing with outspread wings. And on account of the trickl- 
ling waters of springs, it appeared to be decked with neck- 
laces of pearls. And it contained romantic caverns, and groves, 
and cascades, and caves. And there were excellent peacocks 
dancing to the jingling of the bangles of Apsar&s. And its 
rocky surface was worn away by the end of the tusks of 
the elephants presiding over the cardinal points. And with the 
waters of rivers falling down, the mountain looked as if its 
clothes were getting loosened. And that graceful son of the 
wind-god playfully and cheerfully went on, pushing away 
by his force* countless intertwisted creepers. And stags in 
curiosity gazed at him, with the grass in their mouth. And 
not having experienced fear (ever before), they were unal- 
armed, and did not flee away. And being engaged in ful- 
filing the desire of his love, the youthful son of P§,ndu, 
fctalwart ; and of splendour like unto the hue of gold ; and 
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having a body strong a3 a lion’s ; and treading like a mad 
elephant ; and possessing the force of a mad elephant ; and 
having coppery eyes, like unto those of a mad elephant; and 
capable of checking a mad elephant, began to range the 
romantic sides of the Gandhamadana, with his beautiful eyes 
uplifted ; and displaying, as it were, a novel type of beauty. 
And the wives of Yakshas and Gandharbas, sitting invisible 
by the side of their husbands, stared at him, turning their 
faces, and with various motions. Intent upon gratifying 
Draupadi exiled unto the woods, as he was ranging the beauti- 
ful Gandhamadana, he remembered the many and various 
woes caused by Duryodhana. And he thought,— -‘Now 
that Aijuna hath sojourned to heaven, and that I too have 
come away to procure the flowers, what will our brother 
Yudhishthira do at present ? Surely, from affection, and 
doubting their prowess, that foremost of men, Yudhishthira, 
will not let Nakula and Sahadeva (come in search of us). 
How, again, can I obtain the flowers soon ? ’ Thinking thus, that 
tiger among men proceeded in amain like unto the king of 
birds, his mind and sight fixed on the delightful sides of the 
mountain. And having for his provisions on the journey the 
words of Draupadi, the mighty son of Pandu, Yrikodara 
Bhima, endued with strength and the swiftness of the wind, 
with his mind and sight fixed on the blooming slopes of the 
mountain, proceeded speedily, making the earth tremble with 
his tread, even as doth a hurricane at the equinox ; and fright- 
ening herds of elephants ; and grinding lions and tigers, and 
deer ; and uprooting and smashing large trees ; and tearing away 
by force plants and creepers, like unto an elephant ascending 
higher and higher the summit of a mountain ; and roaring fierce- 
ly even as a cloud attended with thunder. And awakened by 
that mighty roaring of Bhima, tigers came out of their dens, 
while other rangers of the forest hid themselves. And the 
coursers of the skies sprang up (on their wing) in fright. 
And herds of deer hurriedly ran away. And bears left the 
trees (and fled). And lions forsook their dens. And the 
mighty lions were roused from their slumber. And the 
buffalos stared, And the elephants in fright, leaving tha f 
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wood, ran to mare extensive forests, in company with their 
mates. And the boars, and the deer, and the lions, and the 
buffalos, and the tigers, and the jackals, and the gavayas 
of the wood, began to cry in herds. And the ruddy geese, 
and the galiinules, and the ducks, and the ketrandavas * 
and the plavas , f and the parrots, and the male kokilas, and 
the herons in confusion flew in all directions ; while some 
proud elephants urged by their mates, as also some lions and 
elephants in rage, flew at Bhimsena. And as they were 
distracted at heart through fear, these fierce animals dis- 
charging urine and dung, set up loud yells with gaping 
mouths. Thereupon the illustrious and graceful son of the 
wind-god, the mighty Pandava, depending upon the strength 
of his arms, began to slay one elephant with another elephant, 
and one lion with another lion; while he despatched the 
others with slaps. And on being struck by Bhima, the lions* 
and the tigers, and the leopards, in fright gave loud cries, 
and discharged urine and dung. And after having destroyed 
these, the handsome son of Pandu, possessed of mighty 
strength, entered into the forest, making all sides resound 
with his shouts. And then the long-armed one saw on the 
slopes of the GandhamAdana a beautiful plantain tree spread- 
ing over many a yoyana . And like unto a mad lion, that 
one of great strength proceeded in amain towards that tree, 
breaking down various plants. And that foremost of strong 
persons — Bhima — uprooting innumerable plantain trunks equal 
in height to many palm-trees (placed one above another), 
cast them on all sides with force. And that highly powerful 
one, haughty like a male lion, sent up shouts. And then he 
encountered countless beasts of gigantic size, and stags, and 
monkeys, and lions, and buffalos, and aquatic animals. And 
what with the cries of these, and what with the shouts of 
Bhima, even the beasts and birds that were at a distant part of 
the wood, became ail frightened. And hearing those cries of 
beasts and birds, myriads of aquatic fowls suddenly rose up on 


* A sort of ducks, 
t A sort of ducks. 
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Tretted wings. And seeing these fowls of water, that bull among 
the Bh&ratas proceeded in that direction ; and saw a vast and 
romantic lake. And that fathomless lake was, as it were, be* 
ing fanned by the golden plantain trees on the coast, shaken 
by the soft breezes. And immediately descending into that 
lake abounding in lilies and lotuses, he began to sport lustily 
like unto a mighty maddened elephant. Having thus sport- 
ed there for a long while, he of immeasurable effulgence 
ascended, in order to penetrate with speed into that forest fill- 
ed with trees. Then the Pindava winded with all his might 
his loud-blowing shell. And striking his arms with his hands, 
the mighty Bhima made all the points of heaven resound. 
And filled with the sounds of the shell, and with the shouts of 
Bhimasena, and also with the reports produced by the striking 
of his arms, the caves of the mountain seemed as if they 
were roaring. And hearing those loud arm-strokes, like unto 
the crashing of thunder, the lions that were slumbering in the 
caves, uttered mighty howls. And being terrified by the yell- 
ing of the lions, the elephants also, O BbArata, sent forth tre- 
mendous roars, which filled the mountain. And hearing those 
sounds emitted, and knowing also Bhimasena to be hi* 
brother, the ape Hanum&na, the chief of monkeys, with the view 
of doing good to Bhima, obstructed the path leading to heaven. 
And thinking that he (Bhima) should not pass that way, (Hanu- 
mana) lay across the narrow path, beautified by plantain 
trees, obstructing it for the sake of the safety of Bhima. With 
the object that Bhima might not come by curse or defeat, by 
entering into the plantain wood, the ape Hanum&na of huge 
body lay down amidst the plantain trees, being overcome with 
drowsiness. And he began to yawn, lashing his long tail, 
raised like unto the pole consecrated to Indra, and sounding 
like thunder. And on all sides round, the mountain by the 
mouths of caves emitted those sounds in echo, like a cow 
lowing. And as it was being shaken by the reports produced by 
the lashing of the tail, the mountain with its summits totter- 
ing, began to crumble all around. And overcoming that 
roaring of mad elephants, the sounds of his tail spread over 
the varied slopes of the mountain. 
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“ On those sounds being heard, the down of Bhima’s body 
stood on end ; and he began to range that plantain wood, in 
search of the source of those sounds. And that one of 
mighty arms saw the monkey-chief in the plantain wood, 
on an elevated rocky base. And he was hard to be looked at, 
even as the lightning-flash ; and of coppery hue like that of 
the lightning-flash ; and endued with the voice of the lightning- 
flash; and quick-moving as the lightning-flash"; and having 
his short fleshy nsck supported on his shoulders ; and with 
his waist slender in consequence of the fullness of his shoul- 
ders. And his tail covered with long hair, and a little bent 
at the end, was raised like unto a banner. And (Bhima) saw 
Hanumanas head furnished with small lips, and coppery 
face and tongue, and red ears, and brisk eyes, and bare white 
incisors sharpened at the edge. And his head was like un- 
to the shining moon ; adorned with white teeth within the 
mouth ; and with mane scattered over, resembling a heap 
of agoka flowers. And amidst the golden plantain trees, that 
one of exceeding effulgence was lying like unto a blazing 
fire, with his radiant body. And that slayer of foes was 
casting glances with his eyes reddened with intoxication. 
And the intelligent Bhima saw that mighty chief of monkeys, 
of huge body, lying like unto the Himalaya, obstructing 
the path of heaven. And seeing him alone in that mighty 
forest, the undaunted athletic Bhima, of long arms, approached 
him with rapid strides, and uttered a loud shout like unto 
the thunder. And at that shout of Bhima, beasts and birds 
became all alarmed. The powerful Hanumana, however, open- 
ing his eyes partially, looked at him (Bhima) with disre- 
gard, with eyes reddened with intoxication. And then smil- 
ingly addressing him, Hanumana said the following words,— 
111 as I am, I was sleeping sweetly. Why hast thou awaken- 
ed me ? Thou shouldst show kindness to all creatures, as 
thou hast reason. Belonging to the animal species, we are 
ignorant of virtue. But being endued with reason, men 
show kindness towards creatures. Why do then reasonable 
persons like thee commit themselves to acts contaminating 
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Jknowest not what virtue is, neither hast thou taken council of 
the wise. And therefore it is th&tfrom ignorance, and childish* 
ness thou destroyest the lower animals. Say, who art thou, 
and what for hast thou come to this forest devoid of human- 
ity and human beings ? And, O foremost of men, tell thou 
also, whither thou wilt go to-day. Further it is impossible 
to proceed. Yonder hills are inaccessible. O hero, save the 
passage obtained by the practise of asceticism, there is no 
passage to that place. This is the path of the celestials : it 
is ever impassable by mortals. Out of kindness, O hero, do I 
dissuade thee. Do thou hearken unto my words. Thou canst 
not proceed further from this place. Therefore, O lord, do 
thou desist. O chief of men, to-day every way thou art 
welcome to this place. If thou think it proper to accept 
my words, do thou then, O best of men, rest here, partaking 
of fruits and roots, sweet as ambrosia, and do not have thyself 
destroyed for naught.’ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and forty-sixth Section in the 
Tirtha-yatra of the Vana Parva. 

Section CXLYII. 

(Tirtha-yatra Parva continued ,) 

Vai<jampayana said. — “ O repressor of foes, hearing these 
words of the intelligent monkey-chief, the heroic Bbima 
answered, — ‘Who art thou ? And why also hast thou assumed 
the shape of a monkey ? It is a Kshatriya— one of a race next 
to the Brahmanas — that asketh thee. And he belongeth to the 
Kuru race and the lunar stock, and was borne by Kunti in 
her womb, and is one of the sons of P&ndu, and is the offspring 
of the wind-god, and is known by the name of Bhimasena.’ 
Hearing these words of the Kuru hero, Hanumana smiled,— 
and that son of the wind-god (Hanumana) spake unto that 
offspring of the wind-god (Bhimsena), saying, — ‘I am a monkey, 
I will not allow thee the passage thou desirest. Better desist 
and go back. Do thou not meet with destruction.' At this, 
Bhimasena replied, — ‘Destruction or anything else do I not ask 
thee about, 0 monkey. Do thou give me way. Arise ! Do 

56 
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came by grief at my hands/ Hanumkna said, — *1 have 
strength to rise : I am suffering from illness. If go thou 
st, da thou go by overleaping me.’ Bhima said, 1 — ‘The 
>reme Soul void of the properties pervadeth a body all 
r. Him knowable alone by knowledge, I oannot dis- 
ard. And, therefore, will I not overleap thee. If I had 
known Him from whom become manifest all creatures, 
Quid have leapt over thee and also the mountain, — even 
Hanumana had bounded over the ocean/ Thereupon 
numana said, — ‘Who is that Hanumana, who had bounded 
r the ocean ? I ask thee, O best of men. Relate, if thou 
st. * Bhima replied, — ‘He is -even my brother, excellent} 
h every perfection, and ondued with intelligence and 
mgth both of mind and body. And he is the illustrious 
yf of monkies, renowned in the R&mayana, And for 
ina's queen, that king of the monkeys even with one leap 
l crossed the ocean extending over an hundred yoyana9> 
it mighty one is my brother. I am equal unto him in energy, 
sngth, and prowess, and also in fight. And able am I to 
ish thee. So arise. Either give me passage, or witness my 
uhood to-day. If thou do not my bidding, I shall send 
e to the abode of Yama. 

Vahjampkyana continued. — “ Then knowing him (Bhima) to 
intoxicated with strength, and proud of the might of his 
s, Hanumana, slighting him at heart, said the following 
da, — ‘Relent thou, O sinless one. In consequence of age, I 
e no strength to get up. From pity for me, do thou go, 
/ing aside my tail/ Being thus addressed by Hanumana, 
ma, proud of the strength of his arms, took him for one 
iting in energy and prowess, and thought within himself,— 
dog fast hold of the tail, will I send this monkey destitute 
mergy and prowess, to the region of Yama. ’ Thereat, with 
lile he slightingly took hold of the tail with his left hand ; 

could not move that tail of the mighty monkey. Then 
1 both arms be pulled it, resembling the pole reared in 
or of Indra. Still the mighty Bhima could not raise the 
with both his arms. And his eye-brows were contracted 
and his eyes rolled; and his face was contracted into 
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wrinkles, and his body was covered with sweat; and yet 
ho could not raise it. And, when after having striven, the 
illustrious Bhima had failed in raising the tail, he approached 
the side of the monkey, and stood with a bashful countenance. 
And bowing do*n, Kunti’s son, with joined hands, spake 
these words, — "Relent thou, 0 foremost of monkeys ; and for- 
give me for my harsh words. Art thou a Siddha, or a god, or a 
Gandharba, or a Guhyaka ? I ask thee out of curiosity. Tell 
me whothotr art that hast assumed the shape of a monkey, 
if it be not a secret, 0 long-armed one, and if I can well hear 
it- I ask thee as a disciple, and, O sinless one, seek thy 
refuge. ’ Thereupon Hanumana said, — ‘O repressor of foes, 
even to the extent of thy curiosity to know me, shall I relate 
all at length. Listen, O son of Pandu * O lotus-eyed one, 
I was begot by the wind- god — that life of the world — upon 
the wife of Ke^ari. I am a monkey, by name Hanumana. 
All the mighty monkey-kings, and monkey-chiefs used to wait 
upon that son of the Sud, Sugriva, and that son of Sakrst; 
V&li. And, O repressor of foes, a friendship subsisted be- 
tween me and Sugriva, even as between the wind and fire. 
And for some cause, Sugriva, driven out by his brother, for a 
long time dwelt with me at the Hri<?yamukha. And it came 
to pass that the mighty son of Da^aratha — the heroic Rama, — 
who is Vishnu’s self in the shape of a human being— took 
his birth in this world. And in company with his queen and 
brother, taking his bow, that foremost of bowmen, with the 
view of compassing his father’s welfare, began to reside in- 
the Dandaka forest. And from Janasthana, that mighty 
R&kshasa monarch — the wicked Ravana — carried away his 
(Rama’s) queen by strategem and force, deceiving, O sinless 
one, that foremost of men, through the agency of the R&kshasa, 
Maricha, who assumed the form of a deer marked with gem- 
like and golden spots.’ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and forty-seventh Section in the 
Tirtha-yatri of the Vana Parva. 



Section CXLVIII. 

( Tirtha-yatrd Parva continued, ) 

"Hanum&na said, — ‘And after hia wife was carried a way, 
that descendant of Raghu, while searching with his brother for 
bis queen, met on the summit of that mountain, with Sugriva, 
Ohief of the monkeys. Then a friendship was contracted be- 
tween him and the high-souled Righaba. And the latter, haring 
jUin Vali, installed Sugriva in the kingdom. And haring ob- 
tained the kingdom, Sugriva sent forth monkeys by hun- 
dreds and by thousands in search of Sita. And, O beBt of men, 
I too with innumerable monkeys set out towards the south 
in quest of Sita, O mighty-armed one. Then a mighty vul- 
ture, Sampati by name, communicated the tidings that Siti 
was in the abode of Ravana. Thereupon, with the object of 
securing success unto Rama, I all of a sudden bounded over 
the main, extending for an hundred yojanas. And, O chief 
of the Bharatas, having by my own prowess crossed the 
ocean— that abode of sharks and crocodiles, I saw in R&vana’s 
residence, the daughter of king Janaka, Siti, like unto the 
daughter of a celestial. And having interviewed that lady, 
Vaidehi, Rama’s beloved, and burnt the whole of Lanki with 
its towers, and ramparts, and gates, and, proclaimed my name 
there, I returned. Hearing every thing from me, the lotus- 
eyed at once ascertained his course of action, and 

haring for the passage of his army constructed a bridge across 
the deep, crossed it, followed by myriads of monkeys. Then 
by his prowess Rama slew those R&kshasas in battle, and 
also Ravana, — the oppressor of worlds — together with his 
-ftfry aVnia* ' followers. And having slain the king of the 
with his brother, and sons, and kindred, he in- 
stalled in the kingdom in Lanka the Rakshasa chief Bibhi- 
shana, pious, and reverent, and kind to devoted dependants. 
Then Rama recovered his wife even like the lost Vaidic 
revelation. Then Raghu’s son, R5ma, with his devoted 
wife, returned to his own city, Ayodhyk, inaccessible to ene- 
mies ; and that lord of men began to dwell there. Then that 
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Foremost of kings, Rama, was established in the kingdom. 
Thereafter I asked a boon of the lotus-eyed R&ma, saying,— 
O slayer of foes, Rama, may I live as long as the history of 
thy deeds remaineth extant on earth ! — Thereupon he said,-*-? 
So be it. — O repressor of foes, O Bhima, through the grace of 
Sit! also, here all excellent objects of entertainment are 
supplied to me, who ever abide at this place. R&ma reigned 
ten thousand and ten hundred years. Then he ascended 
to his own abode. Ever since, here Apsaras and Gandharbas 
delight me, singing for aye the deeds of that hero, O sinless 
one. O son of the Kurus, this path is impassable to mortals; 
For this, O Bharata, as also with the view that none might 
defeat or curse thee, have I obstructed thy passage to this path 
trod by the immortals. This is one of the paths to heaven, for 
the celestials : mortals cannot pass this way. But the lake in 
search of which thou hast come, lieth even in that direction.’ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and forty- eighth Section in the 
Tirtha-yatrS of the Yana Parva. 

Section CXLIX. 

(Tirtha-ydtra Parva continued .) 

Vai<jampkyana continued. — “ Thus addressed, the power- 
ful Bhimasena of mighty arms, affectionately, and with a 
cheerful heart, bowed unto his brother, Hanum&na, the 
monkey-chief, and said in mild words, — ‘None is more fortu- 
nate than I am ; now have I seen my elder brother. It is a 
great favor shown unto me ; and I have been well-pleased 
with thee. Now I wish that thou mayst fulfil this desire of 
mine. I desire to behold, O hero, that incomparable form of 
thine, which thou at that time hadst had, in bounding over 
the main — that abode of sharks and crocodiles. Thereby I 
shall be satisfied, and also believe in thy words. ’ Thus 
addressed, that mighty monkey said with a smile, — ‘That 
form of mine neither thou, nor any one else can behold. At 
that age, the state of things was different, — and doth not 
exist at present. In the Krita age, the state of things was one ; 
and in the Trcta, another ; and in the Dw&para, another, 
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ution is going on In this age ; and I have not thafr' 
tow. The ground, rivers, plants, and rocks, and Siddhas; 
and celestial sages conform to Time, in harmony with 
ite of things in the different Yugas, Therefore,, do not 
to see my former shape, O perpetuator of 'the Kuru race, 
conforming to the tendency of the age. Verily, Time 
ssistible.’ Bhimasena said, — 'Tell me of the duration. 

* different Yugas, and of the different manners and 
ms, and of virtue, pleasure and profit, and of acts, and 
y, and of life and death in the different Yugas . 9 There- 
Hanumana said , — ‘O child, that Yuga is called Krita 
the one eternal religion was extant. And in that besfr 
igas, every one had religious perfection, and, therefore* 
was no need of religious acts. And then virtue knew 
dterioration ; nor did people decrease. It is for this 
this age is called Krita (perfect). But in time the Yuga 
come to be considered as an inferior one. And, O child, 
he Krita age, there were neither gods, nor demons, nor 
iharbas, nor Yakshas, nor Kakshasas, nor Nagas. And 
i was no buying and selling. And the Sima, the Rich, 
bhe Yajus did not exist. And there was no manual labor, 
then the necessaries of life were obtained only by being 
ght of. And the only merit was m renouncing the world, 
during that Yuga, there was neither disease, nor decay 
le senses. And there was neither malice, nor pride, nor 
>crisy, nor discord, nor ill-will, nor cunning, nor fear, nor 
>ry, nor envy, nor covetuousness. And for this, that 
ie refuge of Yogis, even the Supreme Brahm, was attain- 
to all. And Nirayaya wearing a white* hue was the 
of all creatures. And in the Krita Yuga, the distinctive 
acteristics of Br&hmanas, Kshatriyas, Valyas, and Sudras 


The four complexions which one after another are said to have been 
i by N&r&yana, probably refer to the successive tribes that poured 
India in ancient times. For instance, Naray&na wearing in the 
a Yuga a white hue, may allude in a latent way to the fact that 
irst incomers — the Aryans — were white-skinned. This supposition, 
iy rate, gives a meaning to a passage that is otherwise meaningly*. 
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Vere natural, and these ever stuck to their respective duties* 
And then Brahm was the sole refuge, and their manners, 
and customs were naturally adapted to the attainment of 
Brahm, and the object of their knowledge was the sole 
Brahm, and ail their acts also had reference to Brahm. In 
this way all the orders attained merit. And one uniform 
Soul was the object of their meditation ; and there was only 
one mantra (the word Ora), and there was one ordinance* 
And although of different characteristics, all of them followed 
a single Veda ; and they had one religion. And according to 
the divisions of time, they led the four modes of life, with* 
out aiming at any object, — and so they attained emancipa- 
tion. The religion consisting in the identification of self with 
Brahm indicates the Krita Yuga. And in the Krita Yuga, 
the virtue of the four orders is throughout entire in four-fold 
measure. Such is the Krita Yuga devoid of the three quali- 
ties. Do thou also hear from me of the character of the 
Tret& Yuga. In this age, sacrifices are introduced, and virtue 
decreaseth by a quarter. And Nftrayana (who is the Soul of 
all creatures) assumeth a red color. And men practise truth, 
and devote themselves to religion and religious rites. And 
thence sacrifices and various religious observances come into 
existence. And in the Treta Yuga people begin to devise 
means for the attainment of an object; and* they attain it 
through acts and gifts. And they never deviate from virtue. 
Ana they are devoted to asceticism, and to the bestowal of 
gifts. And the four orders adhere to their respective duties ; 
and perform rites. Such are the men of the Treta Yuga. 
In the Dwapara Yuga, religion decreaseth by one half. And 
N&rayana weareth a yellow hue. And the Veda becometh divid- 
ed into four parts. And then some men retain (the know- 
ledge of) the four Vedas, and some, of three Vedas, and some 
of one Veda, while others do not know even the Richs. 
And on the Shastras becoming thus divided, acts become 
multiplied. And largely influenced by passion, people engage 
in asceticism and gifts. And from their incapacity to study 
the entire Veda, it becomes divided into several parts. And 
in consequence of intellect having decreased, few are estab- 
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3 d in truth. And when people fall off from truth, they 
►me subject to various diseases ; and then lust, and natural 
mities ensue. And afflicted with these, people betake 
^selves to penances. And some celebrate sacrifices, de* 
g to enjoy the good things of life, or attain heaven. On 
coming of the Dw&para Yuga, men become degenerated, 
onsequence of impiety. O son of Kunti, in the Kali Yuga 
larter only of virtue abideth. And in the beginning of this 

I age, Narayana weareth a black hue. And the Yedas, and 
institutes, and virtue, and sacrifices, and religious observe 
es, fall into desuetude. And (then) reign iti* and disease, 

lassitude, and anger and other deformities, and natural 
mities, and anguish, and fear of scarcity. And as the 
£as wane, virtue waxeth weak. And as virtue waxeth 
.k, creatures degenerate. And as creatures degenerate, 
ir natures undergo deterioration. And the religious acts per- 
iod at the waning of the Yugas, produce contrary effects, 
i even those that live for several Yugas, conform to 
ir changes. O repressor of foes, as regards thy curiosity to 
w me, I say this, — Why should a wise person be eager 
know a superfluous matter ? (Thus), O long-armed one, 
e I narrated in full what thou hadst asked me about 
,rding the characteristics of the different Yugas. Good 
de thee ! Do thou return/ ” 

"?hus ends the hundred and forty-ninth Section in the 
ha-y&trk of the Yana Parva. 

Section GL. 

(Tirtha-ydtra Parva continued . ) 

‘ Bhimasena said,' — ‘Without beholding thy former shape, 

II never go away. If I have found favor with thee, da 
i then show me thine own shape/ ” 

7 ai^ampayana continued. — “Being thus addressed by Bhima, 
monkey with a smile showed him that form of his in 

Iti means these six things, unfavorable to crops ; — excessive rain* 
ght, rats, locusts, birds, and a neighbouring hostile king. 
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which he had bounded over the main. And wishing to grati- 
fy his brother, Hanumana assumed a gigantic body And 
(both) in length and in breadth his body increased exceedingly. 
And that monkey of immeasurable effulgence stood there, 
covering the plantain wood furnished with trees, and ele- 
vating himself to the height reached by the Vindhya. And the 
monkey, having attained his lofty and gigantic body like 
unto another mountain, furnished with coppery eyes, and 
sharp teeth, and a face marked by frown, lay covering all 
sides, and lashing his long tail. And that son of the Kurus 
— Bhima — beholding that gigantic form of his brother, won- 
dered, and the hairs of his body repeatedly stood on end. And 
beholding him like unto the sun in splendour, and unto a 
golden mountain, and also unto the blazing firmament, Bhima 
closed his eyes. Thereupon Hanumana addressed Bhima with 
a smile, saying, — ‘O sinless one, thou art capable of behold- 
ing my size up to this extent. I can, however, go on swell- 
ing my size as long as I wish. And, O Bhima, amidst foes, 
my size increaseth exceedingly, by its own energy . 9 99 

Vai9ampayana said. — “Witnessing that dreadful and 
wonderful body of Hanumana, like unto the Vindya mount- 
ain, the son of the wind-god became bewildered. Then 
with his down standing erect, the noble-minded Bhima, join- 
ing his hands, replied unto Hanumana staying (there), — f O lord, 
by me have been beheld the vast dimensions of thy body. 
Do thou (now), O highly powerful one, decrease thyself by 
thy own power. Surely I cannot look at thee, like unto the 
sun arisen, and of immeasurable (power), and irrepressible, 
and resembling the mountain Mainaka. O hero, to-day this 
wonder of my heart is very great, — that thou remaining by hia 
side, RSma should have encountered Ravana personally. De- 
pending on the strength of thy arms, thou wert capable of in- 
stantly destroying Lanka, with its warriors, and horses, ele- 
phants and chariots. Surely, O son of the wind-god, there is 
nothing that is incapable of being achieved by thee ; and in 
fight, Ravana together with his followers was no match for 
thee single-handed. * ” 

Vai9ampayana continued, — “Thus addressed by Bhima 

57 
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Hanumana, the chief of monkeys, answered in affectionate 
words uttered in solemn accents, — ‘O mighty-armed one, O 
Bh&rata, it is even as thou sayest. O Bhimasena, that worst 
of Rakshasas was no match for me. But if I had slain R&vana 
— that thorn of the worlds — the glory of Raghu’s son would 
have been obscured ; — and for this it is that I bad left him 
alone. By slaying that lord of the Rakshasas together with 
his followers, and bringing back Sita unto his own city, that 
hero hath established his fame among men. Now, O highly 
wise one, being intent on the welfare of thy brothers, and 
protected by the wind-god, do thou go along a fortunate and 
auspicious way. O foremost of the Kurus, this way will lead 
thee to the Saugandhika wood. (Proceeding in this direction), 
thou wilt behold the gardens of Kuvera, guarded by Yakshas 
and Rakshasas. Do thou not pluck the flowers (there) 
personally by thy own force ; for the gods deserve regard 
specially from mortals. O best of the Bharata race, the gods 
confer their favor (upon men), (being propitiated) by offerings, 
and homas, and reverential salutatious, and recitation of man- 
tras, and veneration, O Bharata. Do thou not, therefore, act 
with rashness, O child ; and do thou not deviate from the 
duties of thy order. Sticking to the duties of thy order, do 
thou understand and follow the highest morality. Without 
knowing duties and serving the old, even persons like unto 
Vrihaspati cannot understand profit and religion. One should 
ascertain with discrimination those cases in which vice goeth 
under the name of virtue, and virtue goeth under the name 
of vice, — (cases) in which people destitute of intelligence 
become perplexed. From religious observances proceedeth 
merit; and in merit are established the Vedas ; and from the 
Vedas sacrifices come into existence ; and by sacrifices are estab- 
lished the gods. The gods are maintained by the (celebration 
of) sacrifices prescribed by the Vedas and the religious ordi- 
nances ; while men maintain themselves by (following) the ordi- 
nances of Vrihashpati and U^anas and also by these avocations, 
by which the world is maintained, — serving for wages, (receiv- 
ing) taxes, merchandise, agriculture, and tending kine and sheep. 
The world subsisteth itself by professions, The (study of the) 
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three Vedas, and agriculture, and trade, and government con- 
stitute, it is ordained by the wise, the professions of the twice- 
born ones ; and each order maintaineth itself by following the 
profession prescribed for it. And when these callings are pro- 
perly pursued, is the world maintained with ease. If, however, 
people do not righteously lead their lives, the world becometh 
lawless, in consequence of the want of Vaidic merit, and govern- 
ment. And if people do not resort to (their) prescribed vocations, 
they perish, — but by regularly following the three professions, 
they bring about religion. The religion of the Brahmanas con * 
sisteth in the knowledge of the soul, and the hue of that order 
alone is universally the same. The celebration of sacrifices, and 
study, and the bestowal of gifts are well-known to bt the three 
duties common (to all these orders). Officiating at sacrifices, 
teaching, and the acceptance of gifts are the duties of a 
Br&hinana. To rule (the subjects) is the duty of the Ksha- 
triya ; and to tend (cattle), that of the Vai$ya ; while to serve 
the twice-born orders is said to be duty of the Sudra* 
(The Sudras)cannot beg alms, or perform homas , or ob- 
serve vows ; and they must dwell in the habitation of their 
masters. Thy avocation, O son of Kunti, is that of the 
Kshatriya, which is to protect (the subjects). Do thou carry 
out thy own duties, in an humble spirit, restraining thy 
senses: That king alone can govern, who taketh counsel 
of experienced men, and is helped by honest, intelligent} 
and learned ministers ; but a king who is addicted to vices, 
meeteth with defeat. Then only is the order of the world 
secured, when the king duly punisheth and conferreth 
favors. Therefore it is necessary to ascertain through spies 
the nature of the hostile country, its fortified places, 
and the aMed force of the enemy, and their prosperity and 
decay, and the way in which they retain the adhesion of 
the powers they have drawn to their side. Spies are 
among the important auxiliaries of the king ; and tact, de« 
plomacy, prowess, chastisement, favor, and cleverness, lead 
to success. And success is to be attained through these, 
either in seperation, or combined, — namely, conciliation, 
gift, sowing dissensions, chastisement, and slight. And, O 
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chief of the BhSratas, polity hath fop its root deplomacy ; and 
deplomacy also is the main qualification of spies. And polity, 
if well-judged, conferreth success. Therefore, in matters of 
polity the counsels of Brahmanas should be resorted to. And 
in secret affairs, these should not be consulted, — namely, a 
woman, a sot, a boy, a covetuous person, a mean-minded 
individual, and he that betrayeth signs of insanity. Wise 
men only should be consulted, and affairs are to be des- 
patched through officers that are able. And polity must be 
executed through persons that are friendly ; but dunces 
should in all affairs be excluded. In matters religious, pious 
men ; and in matters of gain, wise men ; and in guarding 
females, eunuchs ; and in all crooked affairs, crooked men, 
must be employed. And the propriety or impropriety of the 
resolution of the enemy, as also their strength or weakness, 
must be ascertained through ones own as well as hostile spies. 
Favor should be shown to honest persons that have prudently 
Bought protection ; but lawless and disobedient individuals 
should be punished. And when the king justly punisheth and 
showeth favor, the dignity of the laws is well maintained. O 
son of Pritha, thus have I expounded unto thee the hard duties 
of kings difficult to comprehend. Do thou with equanimity 
observe these, as prescribed for thy order. The Brahmanas 
attain heaven through merit, mortification of the senses, 
and sacrifice. The Yai$yas attain excellent state through 
gifts, hospitality, and religious acts. The Kshatriyas attain 
the celestial regions by protecting and chastising the subjects, 
uninfluenced by lust, malice, avarice, and anger. If kings 
justly punish (their subjects), they go to the place whither re- 
pair meritorious persons/ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and fiftieth Section in the Tirtha- 
y&tra of the Yana Parva. 

Section CLI. 

( Tirtha-ydtrd Parva continued. ) 

Vaiqampayana said. — “Then contracting that huge body 
of his, which he had assumed at will, the monkey with bis 



have been blessed (by seeing thee). And, O Bhima, having 
felt a human being by coming in contact with thee, I have 
been put in mind of that son of Raghii, who was Vishnu him- 
self under the name of Rama ; and who delighted the heart 
of the world ; and who was as the sun in regard to the lotus- 
face of Sita, and also to that darkness — Ravana. Therefore, 

O heroic son of Kunti,let not thy interview with me be fruit- 
less. Do thou with fraternal feeling ask of me a boon, 

O Bharata. If this be thy wish, that going to Varanavata, I 
may destroy the insignificant sons of Dhritarashtra, — even this 
will I immediately do. Or if this be thy wish, that that city 
may be grinded by me with rocks ; or that I may bind 
Duryodhana and bring him before thee, even this will I do 
to-day, O thou of mighty strength.* ** 

Vaicampayana said. — “’Hearing those words of that high- 
souled one, Bhimasena with a cheerful heart answered Hanu- 
mana, saying , — ‘O foremost of monkeys, I take all this as 
already performed by thee. Good betide thee, O mighty- 
armed one ! I ask of thee this, — be thou well-pleased with 
me. O powerful one, on thy having become our protector, the 
Pandavas have found help. Even by thy prowess shall we 
conquer all foes.* Thus addressed, Hanumana said unto Bhima- 
sena, — ‘From fraternal feeling and affection, I will do good 
unto thee, by diving into the army of thy foes copiously 
furnished with arrows and javelins. And, O highly powerful 
one, 0 hero, when I shall give leonine roars, then shall l 
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with my own, add force to thy shouts. Remaining on the 
flag-staff of Arjuna’s car, will I emit fierce shouts that will 
damp the energy of thy foes. Thereby ye will slay them easi- 
ly/ Having said this unto PSodu’s son, and also pointed 
him out the way, Hanum&na vanished at that spot. ” 

Thus ends the hundred and fifty-first Section in tha 
Tirtha-y&tri of the Yana Parva. 


Section CLII. 

(Tivtha-y&trct Parva continued .) 

VaujampSlyana said. — " When that foremost of monkeys 
had gone a way, Bhima — the best of strong men — began to 
range the huge Gandham&dana along that path. And he 
went on, thinking of HanumSna’s body and splendour un- 
rivalled on earth, and also of the greatness and dignity of 
Dagaratha's son. And proceeding in search of the place filled 
with lotuses of that kind, Bhima beheld romantic woods, and 
groves, and rivers, and lakes graced with trees bearing blossoms, 
and flowery woodlands varieagated with various flowers. And, 
O Bharata, he beheld herds of mad elephants, besmeared with 
mud, resembling masses of pouring clouds. And that grace- 
ful one went on with speed, beholding by the wayside woods 
wherein there stood with their mates deer of quick glances, 
holding the grass in their mouths. And fearless from prowess, 
Bhimasena, as if invited by the breeze-shaken trees of the 
forest ever fragrant with flowers, bearing delicate coppery 
twigs, plunged into the mountainous regions inhabited by 
buffalos, bears, and leopards. And on the way, he passed 
by lotus-lakes haunted by maddened black-bees, and having 
romantic descents and woods, and on account of the presence 
of lotus-buds, appearing as if they had joined their hands 
(before Bhima). And having for his provisions on the journey 
the words of Draupadi, Bhima went on with speed, his mind 
and sight fixed on the blooming slopes of the mountain. And 
when the sun passed the meridian, he saw in the forest 
scattered over with deer, a mighty river filled with fresh 
golden lotuses, And being crowded with swans and Karandavas, 
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andgraced with ChakravSkas, the river looked like a garland of 
fresh lotuses put on by the mountain. And in that river that 
one of great strength found the extensive assemblage of 
Saugandhika lotuses, effulgent as the rising sun, and delight- 
ful to behold, And beholding it, Pandu’s son mentally 
thought that his object had been gained, and also mentally 
presented himself before his beloved, worn out by exile. ” 

Thus ends the hundred and fifty-second Section in the 
Tirtha-y§,tr5, of the Vana Parva. 

Section CLIII. 

(Tirtha-yatrft Parva continued .) 

Vai<jamp§,yana said. — “Having reached that spot, Bhima- 
sena saw in the vicinity of the Kail5,<ja cliff, that beautiful 
lotus-lake surrounded by lovely woods, and guarded by the 
Rakshasas. And it sprang from the cascades contiguous to 
the abode of Kuvera. And it was beautiful to behold, and 
was furnished with a wide-spreading shade, and abounded in 
various trees and creepers, and was covered with green lilies. 
And this unearthly lake was filled with golden lotuses, and 
swarmed with diverse species of birds. And its banks were 
beautiful and devoid of mud. And situated on the rocky 
elevation, this expanse of excellent water was exceedingly 
fair. And it was the wonder of the world, and healthful, and 
of romantic sight. In that lake the son of Kunti saw the water, 
of ambrosial taste, and cool, and light, and clear, and fresh; 
and the P&ndava drank of it profusely. And that unearthly 
receptacle of waters was covered with celestial Saugandhika 
lotuses, and was also spread over with beautiful varie&gated 
golden lotuses of excellent fragrance having graceful stalks 
of lapis luzulis. And swayed by swans and Karandavas, these 
lotuses were scattering fresh farina. And this lake was the 
sporting region of the high-soul ed Kuvera, the king of the 
Yakshas. And it was held in high regard by the Gandharbas, 
the Apsaras, and the celestials. And it was frequented by the 
celestial sages and the Yakshas and the Kimpurushas and 
the Rakshasas and the Kinnaras ; and it was well-protected 
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by Kuvera. And soon as he beheld that river and that un- 
earthly lake, Kunti’s son, Bhimasena of mighty strength be- 
came exceedingly delighted. And agreeably to the mandate of 
their king, hundreds and thousands of Rakshasas, named 
Krodhava9as, were guarding that lake, wearing uniforms and 
armed with various weapons. And as that repressor of foes, 
Kunti's son — the heroic Bhima of dreadful prowess, clad in 
deer-skins, and wearing golden armlets, and equipped with 
weapons, and girding on his sword, was fearlessly proceeding, 
with the view of gathering the lotuses, those (Rakshasas) saw 
him, and immediately began to address each other, shouting 
forth, — ‘It behoveth you to enquire for the errand on which 
this foremost of men, clad in deer-skins, and equipped with 
arms, hath come.’ Then they all approached the effulgent 
Yrikodara of mighty arms, and asked, — ‘Who art thou ? Thou 
shouldst answer our question. We see thee in the guise of an 
ascetic, and yet armed with weapons. O thou of mighty 
intelligence, do thou unfold unto us the object with which 
thou hast come (hither)/ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and fifty-third Section in the 
Tirtha-yatra of the Vana Parva. 

Section CLIY. 

(Tiriha-yatra Parva continued . ) 

“ Bhima said, — T am the son of PS-ndu, and next by birth 
to Yudhishthira the just, and my name is Bhimasena. O 
Rakshasas, I have come with my brothers to the jujube named 
Vi^ala. At that place, Panchali saw an excellent Sau- 
gandhika lotus, which, of a certainty, was carried thither by 
the wind from this region. She wisheth to have those flowers 
in abundance. Know ye, ye Rakshasas, that I am engaged in 
fulfiling the desire of my wedded wife of faultless features, 
and have come hither to procure the flowers/ Thereat the 
Rakshasas said, — ‘O foremost of men, this spot is dear unto 
Kuvera, and it is his sporting region. Men subject to death 
cannot sport here. O Yrikodara, the celestial sages, and 
the Yakshas, and the gods, taking the permission of the 
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chief of the Yakshas, drink of this lake, and sport herein,- 
And, O Pandava, the Gahdharbas and the Apsaras also divert 
themselves in this lake. That wicked person who, disregarding 
the lord of treasures, unlawfully attempteth to sport here, 
without doubt, meeteth with destruction. Disregarding him, 
thou seekest to take away the lotuses from this place by main 
force. Wh} T then dost thou say that thou art the brother of 
Yudhishthira the just ? First taking the permission of the 
lord of Yakshas, do thou drink of this lake and take away 
the flowers. If thou dost not do this, thou shalt not be able even 
to glance at a single lotus.’ Bhimasena said, — ‘Ye Rakshasas, 
I do not see the lord of wealth here. And even if I did see 
that mighty king, I would not beseech him. Kshatriyas never 
beseech (any body). This is the eternal morality ; and I by 
no means wish to forsake the Kshatriya morality. And, fur- 
ther, this lotus-lake hath sprung from the cascades of the 
mountain : it hath not been excavated in the mansion of Ku- 
vera. Therefore, it belongeth equally to all creatures with 
Vaiqravana, In regard to things of such a nature, who goeth 
to beseech another V ” 

Vai^ampayana said. — “ Having said this unto the Raksh- 
sas, the mighty-armed and exceedingly unforbearing Bhima- 
sena of great strength, plunged into the lotus-lake. Thereat 
that powerful one was forbidden by the Rakshasas, saying, — 
‘Do not do this ; ’ and they from all sides began to abuse 
him in anger. But slighting these Rakshasas, that mighty 
one of dreadful prowess plunged (further and further). Now 
they all prepared for opposing him. And with eyes rolling, 
they upraised their arms, and rushed in wrath at Bhimasena, 
exclaiming, — ‘Seize him !’ ‘Bind him!* ‘Hew him !’ ‘We shall 
cook Bhimsena, and eat him up !* Thereupon that one ef 
great force, taking his ponderous and mighty mace inlaid 
with golden plates, like unto the mace of Yama himself, turned 
towards those, and then said, ‘Stay l’ ‘Stay f At this, they 
darted at him with vehemence, brandishing lances, and axes, 
and other weapons. And wishing to destroy Bhima, the 
dreadful and fierce Krodhava^as surrounded Bhima on all 
sides. But that one, being endued with strength, was be- 
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gotten by Vfcyu in the womb of Kunti ; and he was heroic, 
and energetic, and the slayer of foes, and ever devoted to 
virtue and truth, and incapable of being vanquished by 
enemies through prowess. Accordingly this high-souled 
Bhima defeating all the manuvres of the foes, and break- 
ing their arms, killed on the banks of the lake more than 

hundred, commencing with the foremost. And then wit- 
nessing his prowess, and strength, and the force of his skill, 
and also the might of his arms ; and unable to bear (the 
onset), those prime heroes all of a sudden fled on all sides 
in bands. 

“Beaten and pierced by Bhimasena, those Krodhava^ts 
quitted the field of battle, and in confusion quickly fled 
towards the Kailaca cliff, supporting themselves in the sky. 
Having thus by the exercise of his prowess defeated those 
hosts, even as Sakra had defeated the armies of Daityas and 
Danavas, he (Bhima), now that he had conquered the enemy, 
plunged into the lake and began to gather the lotuses, with 
the object of gaining his purpose. And as he drank of the 
waters, like unto nectar, his energy and strength were again 
fully restored, and he fell to plucking and gathering Sau- 
gandhika lotuses of excellent fragrance. On the other hand, 
the Krodhavaqias, being driven by the might of Bhim/i, and 
exceedingly terrified, presented themselves before the lord of 
wealth, and gave an exact account of Bhima’s prowess and 
strength in fight. Hearing their words, the god (Kuvera) 
smiled and then said, — ‘Let Bhima take for Krishna as many 
lotuses as he likes. This is already known to me.' There- 
upon taking the permission of the lord of wealth, those 
(K&kshasas) renouncing anger, went to that foremost of 
the Kurus, and in that lotus-lake beheld Bhima alone, dis- 
porting in delight. ” 

Thus ends the hundred and fifty- fourth Section in the 
Tirtba-yitra of the Vana Parva. 



Section CLV. 

» 

( Tirtha-ydtra Parva continued >) 

Vaiqampayana said. — “Then, O best of the Bh£ratds, 
Bhima began to collect those rare, unearthly, variegated and 
fresh flowers in abundance. 

“And it came to pass that a high and violent wind, 
piercing to the touch, and blowing about gravels, arose, 
protending battle* And frightful meteors began to shoot, with 
thundering sounds. And being enveloped by darkness, the 
sun became pale, his rays being obscured* And on Bhima 
displaying his prowess, dreadful sounds of explosion rang 
through the sky. And the earth began to tremble, anc 
dust fell in showers. And the points of the heavens became 
reddened. And beasts and birds began to cry in shrill tones 
And every thing became enveloped in darkness ; and nothing 
could be distinguished. And other evil omens besides these 
happened there. Witnessing these strange phenomena 
Dharmas son, Yudhishthira, the foremost of speakers, said, — 
‘Who is it that will overcome us ? Ye Pandavas, who take 
delight iu battle ; good betide you ! Do ye equip yourselves. 
From what I see, I infer that the time for the display of our 
prowess hath drawn nigh/ Having said this, the king lookec 
around. Then not finding Bhima, that repressor of foesr, 
Dharma's son — Yudhishthira — enquired of Krishna and the 
twins standing near regarding his brother, Bhima, the doer of 
dreadful deeds in battle, saying. *0 Panchali, is Bhima inten' 
upon performing some great feat, or hath that one delighting it 
daring deeds already achieved some brave deed t Portending 
some great danger, these omens have appeared all around 
indicating a fearful battle/ When Yudhishthira had said this 
bis beloved queen, the high-minded Krishna of sweet smiles 
answered him, inorder to remove his anxiety, — *0 king, tha, 
Saugandhika lotus which to-day had been brought by tb 
wind I had out of love duly shewn unto Bhimsena ; and 4 
bad also said unto that hero, — If thou canst find many of thi 
species, procuring even all of them, do thou return speedily,— 
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O Pandava, that mighty-armed one, with the view of grati- 
fying my desire, may have gone towards the north-east, to 
bring them/ Having heard these words of hers, the king 
said unto the twins,— ‘Let us together follow the path taken 
by Vrikodara. Let the Rakshasas carry those Brahmanas 
that are fatigued and weak. O Ghatotkacha, 0 thou like 
unto a celestial, do thou carry Krishna. I am convinced and 
it is plain that Bhima hath dived into the forest; for it is 
long since he hath gone, and in speed he resembleth the' 
wind, and in clearing over the ground, he is swift like unto 
Vinata/s son, and he will even leap into the sky, and alight 
at his will. O Rakshasas, we shall follow him through your' 
prowess. He will not at first do any wrong to the Siddhas 
versed in the Vedas/ O best of the Bharatas, saying, — So- 
be it. — Hidimva’s son and the other Rakshasas who knew the 
quarter where the lotus-lake of Kuvera was situated, started 
cheerfully with Loma^a, bearing the Pandavas, and many 
of the Brahmanas. Having shortly reached that spot, they 
saw that romantic lake covered with Saugandhikas and other 
lotuses, and surrounded by beautiful woods. And on its 
shores they beheld the high-souled and vehement Bhima, 
as also the slaughtered Yakshas of large eyes, with their 
bodies, eyes, arms and thighs smashed, and their heads crushed* 
And on seeing the high-souled Bhima, standing on the shore 
of that lake in an angry mood, and with steadfast eyes, and 
biting his lip, and stationed on the shore of the lake with his 
mace upraised by his two hands, like unto Yama with his 
mace in his hand at the time of the universal dissolution, 
Yndhishthira the just embraced him again and again, and 
said in sweet words, ‘O Kaunteya, what hast thou done ? Good 
betide thee l If thou wishest to do good unto me, thou 
shouldst never again commit such a rash act, — nor offend 
the gods/ Having thus instructed the son of Kunti, and 
taken the flowers, those god-like ones began to sport in that 
very lake. At this instant, the huge-bodied warders of the 
gardens, equipped with rocks for weapons, presented them- 
selves at the spot* And seeing Yudhishtbira the just and* 
the great sage Loma^a and Nakula and Sohadeva and also the 
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other foremost of Brahmanas, they all bowed themselves down in 
humility. And being pacified by Yudhishthira the just, the 
Rakshasas became satisfied. And with the knowledge of Kuvera, 
those foremost of Kurus for a short time dwelt pleasantly at 
that spot on the slopes of the Gandhamadana, expecting* 
Arjuna. ” 

Thus ends the hundred and fifty-fifth Section in the' 
Tirtha-yatra of the Vana Parva. 

Section CL VI. 

( Tirtha-yatra Parva continued .) 

Vai$ampayana said. — “ Once on a time Yudhishthira, while 
living at that place, addressed Krishna, his brothers, and, 
the Brahmanas, saying, — ‘By us have been attentively seen 
one after another sacred and auspicious tirthas , and woods 
delightful to behold, which had ere this been visited by the 
celestials and the high-souled sages, and which had been wor- 
shipped by the Brahmanas. And in various sacred asylums 
we have performed ablutions with Brahmanas, and have heard 
from them the lives and acts of many sages, and also of many 
royal sages of yore, and other pleasant stories. And with flowers 
and water have the gods been worshipped by you. And with 
offerings of fruits and roots as available at each place we have 
gratified the pitris . And with the high-souled ones have we 
performed ablutious in all sacred and beautiful mountains and 
lakes, and also in the highly sacred ocean. And with the 
Brahmanas we have bathed in the Ila, and in the Saraswati, 
and in the Sindhu, and in the Yamuna, and in the Narmada, and 
in various other romantic tirthas. And having passed the source 
©f the Ganga, have we seen many a lovely hill, and the 
Himalaya mountain, inhabited by various species of birds, - 
and also the jujube named Vi<jala, where there is the hermit* 
age of Nara and Narayana. And (finally) we have beheld 
this unearthly lake, held in veneration by the Siddhas, 
the gods and the sages. In fact, O foremost of Brahmanas, we 
have one by one carefully seen all celebrated and sacred spots 
in company with the high-souled Loma^a, Now, O Bhima, how. 
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shall we repair to yon sacred alwde of Vai^avana, inhabited 
by the Siddhas ? Do thou think of the means of entering 
(the same)/ ” 

Vaicampayana said. — “ When that king of kings had said 
this, an aerial voice spake, saying, — 'Thou wilt not be able 
to go to that inaccessible spot. By this very way, do thou re* 
pair from this region of Kuvera to the place whence thou hadst 
come, — even to the hermitage of Nara and Narayana, known 
by the name of Vadari. Thence, 0 Kaimteya, thou wilt 
repair to the hermitage of Vrishaparva, abounding in flowers 
and fruits, and inhabited by the Siddhas and the Charanas. 
Having passed that, 0 Partha, thou wilt sojourn to the 
hermitage of Arshnisena, and from thence thou wilt behold 
the abode of Kuvera,* Just at this moment the breeze became 
fresh, and gladsome, and cool, and redolent of unearthly 
fragrance ; and it showered blossoms. And on hearing the 
celestial voice from the sky, they all were amazed, — more 
specially those earthly rishis and the Brahmanas. On hear- 
ing this mighty marvel, the Brahmana Dhaumya, said, — 
‘This should not be gainsaid. 0 Bharata, let this be so/ 
Thereupon, king Yudhishthira obeyed him. And having re- 
turned to the hermitage of Nara and Narayana, he began to 
dwell pleasantly, surrounded by Bhimsena and his other 
brothers and Panchali and the Brahmanas. ” 

Thus ends the hundred and fifty-sixth Section in the 
Tirtha-yatra of the Vana Parva. 


Section CL VII. 

(Jatasura-badha Parva.) 

* Vaicampayana continued.-—" Thus dwelling with the Bri,h- 
manas in that best of mountains, in expectation of Arjuna's 
return, when the Pandavas had grown confident, and when 
all those Rikshasas together with Bhiraa*s son had departed, 
one day while Bhimasena was away, a Rakshasa all of a sudden 
carried off Yudhishthira the just, and the twins, and Krishna* 
That Rakshasa (in the guise of a Brkhmana) had constantly re- 
mained in the company of the Pandavas, alleging that he was 
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a high-class Brahmana, skilled in counsel, and versed in all tbef 
ShcVitra.8. His object was to possess himself of the bows, the qui- 
vers and the other martial implements belonging to the P&nda- 
vas ; and he had been watching for an opportunity of ravishing 
Draupadi. And that wicked and sinful one was named 
Jatasura. And, O king of kings, Pandu’s son (Tudhish-* 
thira) had been supporting him, but knew not that wretch, 
like unto a fire covered with ashes. 

M And once on a day while that repressor of foes, Bhimasena, 
was out ahunting, he (the Rakshasa), seeing Ghatotkacha and 
his followers scatter in different directions, and seeing those vow- 
observing great riskis, of ascetic wealth, viz., Loma^a and the 
rest, away, for bathing and collecting flowers, assumed a differ- 
ont form, gigantic, and monstrous, and frightful ; and having se- 
cured all the arms (of the Pandavas), as also Draupadi, that wick- 
3d one fled away, taking the three Pandavas. Thereupon that 
son of P&ndu, Sahadeva, extricated himself with exertion, 
and by force snatched the sword named Kau<;ika from the 
grasp of the enemy, and began to call Bhimasena, taking the 
direction in which that mighty one had gone. And on being 
carried off, Yudhishthira the just addressed him (that Raksh- 
asa), saying, — ‘O stupid one, thy merit decreaseth (even by 
this act of thine). Dost thou not pay heed unto the estab- 
lished order of nature ? Whether belonging to the human 
race, or to the lower orders, all pay regard to virtue, — more 
specially the Rftkshasas. Virtue hath its beginning in the 
Rakshasas. In the first instance, they knew virtue better 
than others. Having considered all these, thou ought to 
adhere to virtue. O Rakshasa, the gods, the pitris, the 
Siddhas, the rishis, the Gandharbas, the brutes, and even the 
worms and ants depend for their lives on men ; and thou too 
liveth through that agency. If prosperity attendeth the 
human race, thy race also prospereth ; and if calamities befall 
the former, even the celestials suffer grief. Being gratified by 
offerings, do the gods thrive. O Rakshasa, we are the guardians 
governors and protectors of kingdoms. If kingdoms become 
unprotected, whence can proceed prosperity and happiness 
Unless there be offence, a R&kshasa should not violate a king. 
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O man-eating one, we have committed no wrong ever bo little* 
Living on vighasa, we serve the gods and others to the bes^ 
of our power. And we are ever intent upon bowing down tc 
our superiors and Brahmanas. A friend, and one confiding, am 
he whose food hath been partaken of, and he that hath afforded 
shelter, should never be injured. Thou hadst lived in our place 
happily, being duly honored. And, O evil-minded one, having 
partaken of our food, how canst thou carry us off ? And as thy 
acts are so improper, and as thou hast grown in age without de- 
riving any benefit, and as thy propensities are evil, so thou de- 
servest to die for nothing, and for nothing wilt thou die 
to-day. And if thou beest really evil-disposed, and devoid of all 
virtue, do thou render us back our weapons, and ravish Drau- 
padi after fight. But if through stupidity thou must do this 
deed, then in the world thou wilt only reap demerit, and infamy, 
O Rakshasa, by doing violence to this female of the human, 
race, thou hast drunk poison, after having shaken the vessel.’ 
Thereupon, Yudhishthira made himself ponderous to the 
Rakshasa. And being oppressed with the weight, he could not 
proceed rapidly as before. Then addressing Draupadi, Nakula 
and Sahadeva, Yudhishthira said, — ‘Do ye not entertain any 
fear of this wretched Rakshasa. I have checked his speed. The 
mighty-armed son of the wiud-god may not be far away ; 
and on Bhima coming up at the next moment, the Rakshasa 
will not live.’ O king, staring at the Rakshasa bereft of sense* 
Sahadeva addressed Yudhishthira the son of Kunti, saying — 
4 What can be more meritorious for a Kshatriya than to fall in 
fight, or defeat a foe ? O repressor of foes, we will fight, and 
either this one will slay us, or we shall slay him, O mighty- 
armed one. Verily this is the place and time, O king. And, O 
thou of unfailing prowess, the time hath come for the dis* 
play of our Kshatriya virtue. It behoveth us to attain heaven 
either by gaining victory, or being slain. If the sun sets 
to-day, the Rakshasa living, then, O Bharata, I will not any 
more say that I am a Kshatriya. Ho ! Ho ! Rakshasa, stay ! 
I am Pandu’s son, Sahadeva. Either, after having killed me 4 
carry off this lady, or being slain, lie senseless here.’ 

* " Madri’s son Sahadeva was speaking thus, when Bhinia* 
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aena made his appearance, with a mace in his hand, like unto 
V&sava himself, weilding the thunder-belt. And there he 
saw his two brothers and the noble-minded Draupadi (on the 
Bhouldera of the demon), and Sahadeva on the ground re- 
buking the R&kshasa, and also that stupid R&kshasa himself 
deprived of sense by Fate, going round in different directions 
through bewilderment caused by Destiny. And finding his 
brothers and Draupadi being carried off, Bhiroa of mighty 
strength was fired with wrath, and addressed the R&kshasa 
saying, — ‘I had ere this found thee out for a wicked wight from 
thy scrutiny of our weapons ; but as I had no apprehen- 
sion of thee, so I had not slain thee at that time. Thou 
wert in the disguise of a Brahmana, — nor didst thou say any- 
thing harsh unto us. And thou didst take delight in pleas- 
ing us. And thou also didst not do us wrong. And, further- 
more, thou wert our guest. How could I, therefore, slay thee, 
who wert thus innocent of offence, and who wert in the 
disguise of a Brahmana ? He that knowing such a one to be 
even a Rakshasa, slayeth him, repaireth to hell. Further, 
thou canst not be killed before the time cometh. Surely to- 
day thou hast reached the fullness of thy time, inasmuch as 
thy mind hath been thus turned by the wonder-performing 
Fate towards carrying off Krishna. By committing thyself to 
this deed, thou hast swallowed up the hook fastened to the 
line of Fate. So like unto a fish in water, whose mouth hath 
been hooked, how canst thou live to-day ? Thou shalt nob 
have to repair whither thou hadst intended to go, or whither 
thou hadst already gone mentally ; but thou shalt go whither 
hath repaired Vaka and Hidimva/ 

“ Thus addressed by Bhima, the Rakshasa in alarm put 
them down ; and being forced by Fate, approached for fight. 
And with his lips trembling in anger he spake unto Bhima, 
saying, ‘Wretch ! I have not been bewildered : I had been 
delaying for thee. To-day will I offer oblations of thy blood 
to those Rakshasas who, I had heard, have been slain 
by thee in fight/ Thus addressed, Bhima as if bursting 
with wrath, like unto Yama himself at the time of the 
universal dissolution, rushed towards the Rakshasa, licking 
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the corners of his month, and staring at him as he struck 
his own arms with the hands. And seeing Bhima wait* 
ing in expectation of fight, the Rakshasa also darted to- 
wards him in anger, like unto Bali towards the wielder of 
the thunder-bolt, repeatedly gaping, and licking the comers 
x>f his mouth. And when a dreadful wrestling ensued between 
those two, both the sons of Madri, waxing exceeding wroth, 
rushed forward ; but Kunti’s son, Vrikodora, forbade them with 
n smile and said, ‘Witness ye ! I am more than a match for 
this Rakshasa. By my own self, and by my brothers, and by 
my merit, and by my good deeds, and by my sacrifices, do I 
swear that I shall slay this Rakshasa.’ And after this was 
said, those two heroes — the Rakshasa and Vrikodara — chal- 
lenging each other, caught each other by the arms. And 
they not forgiving each other, then there ensued a con- 
flict between the infuriated Bhima and the Rakshasa, like 
unto that between a god and a demon. And repeatedly up- 
rooting trees, those two of mighty strength struck each other, 
shouting and roaring like two masses of clouds. And those 
foremost of athletes, each wishing to kill the other, and rushing 
at the other with vehemence, broke down many a gigantic 
tree by their thighs. Thus that encounter with trees, destruc- 
tive of plants, went on like unto that between the two brothers 
— Valli and Sugriva — desirous of the possesaion of a single 
woman. Brandishing trees for a moment, they (the combatants) 
struck each other with them, shouting incessantly. And when 
all the trees of the spot had been pulled down and crushed 
Into fibres by them endeavouring to kill each other, then, O 
Bh&rata, those two of mighty strength, taking up rocks, began 
to fight for a while, like unto a mountain and a mighty mass 
t>f clouds. And not suffering each other, they fell to striking 
each other with hard and large crags, resembling vehement 
thunder-bolts. Then from strength defying each other, they 
again darted at each other, and grasping each other by their 
arms, began to wrestle like unto two elephants. And next 
they administered each other fierce blows. And then those 
two mighty ones began to make chattering sounds by knashing 
their teeth. And at length, having clenched his fist like a 
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five-headed snake, Bhima with force dealt a blow on the neck 
of the Rakshasa. And when struck by the fist of Bhima, 
the Rakshasa had become faint, Bhimasena stood, catching 
hold of that exhausted one. And then the god-like mighty- 
armed Bhima, lifted him with his two arms, and dashing him 
with force on the ground, the son of Pandu smashed all his 
limbs. And striking him with his elbow, he severed from his 
body, the head furnished with bitten lips, and rolling eyes, 
like unto a fruit from its stem. And Jat&sura’s head being 
severed by Bhimasena’s might, fell besmeared with gore, and 
having bitten lips. Having slain Jat§,sura, Bhima presented 
himself before Yudhishthira ; and the foremost Brahmanas 
began to eulogise him (Bhima), even as the Maruts (eulogiza) 
V&sava. ” 

Thus ends the hundred and fifty-seventh Section in tha 
Jat£sura-badha of the Yana Parva. 


Section CLVIII. 

( Yaksha-yudha Parva.) 

V aiejampay ana continued. — “On that Rakshasa having 
been slain, that lord — the royal son of Kunti — returned to the 
hermitage of Narayana and began to dwell there. And once 
on a time, remembering his brother Jaya (Arjuna), Yudhish*- 
thira summoned all his brothers, together with Draupadi, and 
said these words, — ‘We have passed these four years peacefully 
ranging the woods. It hath been appointed by Vibhatsu thafc 
about the fifth year he will come to that monarch of mount? 
ains, the excellent cliff Sweta, ever graced with festivities 
held by blooming plants, and maddened Kokilas,. and black 
bees, and peacocks, and Chatakas ; and inhabited by tigers, and 
boars, and buffalos, and Gavayas, and deer, and ferocious beasts; 
and sacred ; and lovely with blown lotuses of (respectively) 
an hundred and a thousand petals, and blooming lilies and 
blue lilies ; and frequented by the celestials and the Asuras. 
And we also, eagerly anxious of meeting him on his arrival, 
have made up our minds to repair thither. Partha of un- 
rivalled prowess had appointed with xne, saying, — I shall 
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remain abroad for five years, with the object of learning 
military scence. — In that place like unto the region of the 
gods, shall we behold the wielder of G&ndiva, arrive after 
having obtained the weapons,* Having said this, the P&ndava 
summoned the Brahmanas, and the sons of Prith& having 
gone round the ascetics of rigid austerities, and thereby 
pleased them, informed them of the matter mentioned above. 
Thereupon the Brahmanas gave their assent, saying, — ‘This 
shall be attended by prosperity and welfare, O foremost of 
the Bharatas, these troubles shall result in happiness. O pious 
one, gaining the earth by the Khatriya virtue, thou shalt 
govern it. * Then in obedience to these words of the ascetics, 
that repressor of foes, Yudhishthira, set out with his brothers 
and those Brahmanas, followed by the Rakshasas, and pro- 
tected by Loma9a. And that one of mighty energy, and of 
staunch vows, with his brothers, at places went on foot, and 
at others were carried by the R&kshasas. Then king Yudhish- 
thira, apprehending many troubles, proceeded towards the 
north, abounding in lions and tigers and elephants. And be- 
holding on the way the mountain Mainaka, and the base 
of the Gandhamadana, and that rocky mass Sweta, and 
many a crystal rivulet higher and higher up the mountain, 
he reached on the seventeeth day the sacred slopes of the 
Himalayas. And, O king, not far from the Gandhamadana, 
P5ndu*s sons beheld on the sacred slopes of the Himav&n 
covered with various trees and creepers the holy hermitage of 
Vrishaparva surrounded by blossoming trees growing near 
the cascades. And when those repressors of foes, the sons 
of Pandu, had recovered from fatigue, they went to the 
royal sage, the pious Vrishaparva, and greeted him. And 
that royal sage received with affection those foremost of 
BbHratas, even as his own sons. And those repressors of foes 
passed there seven nights, duly regarded. And when the 
eighth day had come, taking the permission of that sage 
celebrated over the worlds, they prepared to start on their 
journey. And having one by one introduced unto Vrishaparva 
those Brahmanas, who duly honored, had remained in his 
charge as friends 5 and having also entrusted the high-souled 
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Vrishaparvl with their remaining robes, the ao&t of Ftoda 
O king, left in the hermitage of Vrishaparvl their sacxi&c taf 
vessels] together with their ornaments and jewels. And wise, 
and pious, and versed in every duty, and having a knowledge 
of the past as well as the future, that one gave instructions 
unto those best of the Bharatas, as unto his own sons. Thon 
taking his permission those high-sou)ed ones set out towards 
the north. And as they set out the magnanimous Vrisha- 
parva followed them to a certain distance. Then having en- 
trusted the Pandavas unto the care of the Brahmanas, and 
instructed and blessed them, and given directions concerning 
their course, Vrishaparva of mighty energy retraced his steps, 

“ Then Kunti’s son, Yudhishthira of unfailing prowess to- 
gether with his brothers, began to proceed on foot along the 
mountain path, inhabited by various kinds of beasts. And 
having dwelt at the mountain slopes, densely overgrown with 
trees, Pandu’s son on the fourth day reached the Sweta mount- 
ain, like unto a mighty mass of clouds, abounding in streams, 
and consisting of a mass of gold and gems. And taking the 
way directed by Vrishaparva, they reached one by one the in- 
tended places, beholding various mountains. And over and over 
they passed with ease many inaccessible rocks, and exceed- 
ingly impassable caves of the mountain. And Dhaumya, and 
Krishna, and the Parthas, and the mighty sage Lomaga went 
on in a body, and none grew tired. And those highly fortu- 
nate ones arrived at the sacred and mighty mountain resound- 
ing with the cries of birds and beasts, and covered with vari- 
ous trees and creepers, and inhabited by monkeys, and romantic, 
and furnished with many lotus-lakes, and having marshes and 
extensive forests. And then with their down standing erect, 
they saw the mountain Gandhamadana — the abode of Kim- 
purushas — frequented by Siddhas and Charanas, and ranged 
by Vidydaharas and Kinnaris, and inhabited by herds of ele- 
phants, and thronged with lions and tigers, and resounding 
with the roars of Saravas, and attended by various beasts. 
And the warlike sons of Pandu gradually entered into the 
forest of the Gandhamadana, like unto the Nandana gardens, 
delightful to the mind and heart, and worthy of being in- 
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habited, and having beautiful groves. And as those heroes 
entered with Draupadi, and the high-soulded Brahmanas^ 
they heard notes uttered by the mouths of birds, exceedingly 
sweet, and grateful to the ear, and causing delight, and dulcet, 
and broken by reason of excess of animal spirits. And they saw 
various trees bending under the weight of fruits in all seasons,, 
and bright with flowers in all seasons, — such as mangos, and 
hog-plums, and Bhavyas, and pomegranates, and citrons* 
and jacks, and Lakuchas, and plantains, and aquatic reeds, 
and Paravatas, and Champakas, and lovely Kadamvas, and 
Vilwas, and wood-appples, and rose-apples, and K^maris, 
and jujubes, and figs, and glomerous figs, and banians, and 
Aswaththas, and Khirikas, and Bhallatakas, and Amlakas, and 
Bibhitakas, and Ingudas, and Karamardas, and Tindakas of 
large fruits, — these and many others on the slopes of the Gan- 
dhamadana, clustered with sweet and nectarine fruits. And 
besides these, they beheld Champakas, and A^okas, and 
Ketakas, and Yakulas, and Punnagas, and Saptaparnas, and 
KarnikSras, and Patalas, and beautiful Kutajas, and Manda- 
ras, and lotuses, and Parijatas, and KovidAras, and Devadarus, 
and Salas, and palmyra palms, and Tam alas, and Pippalas, and 
Salmalis, and Kincjukas, and Singsapas, and Saralas. And 
these were inhabited by Chakoras, and wood-peckers, and 
ChUtakas, and various other birds, singing in sweet tones 
pleasing to the ear. And they saw lakes beautiful on all 
sides with acquatic birds, and covered all around with Kumu* 
das, and Pundarikas, and Kokanadas, and Utpalas, and Kal~ 
haras, and Kamalas, and thronged on all sides with drakes* 
and ruddy geese, and ospreys, and gulls, and Karandavas, and 
Plavas, and swans, and cranes, and shags, and other acquatic 
birds. And those foremost of men saw those lotus-lakes 
beautified with assemblages of lotuses, and ringing with the 
sweet hum of bees, glad, and drowsy on account of having 
drunk the intoxicating honey of lotuses, and reddened with the 
farina falling from the lotus-cups. And in the groves they 
beheld with their hens peacocks, maddened with desire caused 
by the notes of cloud-trumpets ; and those wood-loving glad 
peacocks drowsy with desire, were dancing, spreading in daliU 



TANA PASTA. 


471 


fcnce their gorgeous tails, and were crying in melodious notes. 
And some of the peacocks were sporting with their mates on 
Kutaja trees covered with creepers. And some sat on the 
boughs of the Kutajas, spreading their gorgeous tails, and 
looking like crowns worn by the trees. And in the glades 
they beheld the graceful Sindhuvaras like unto the darts 
of Cupid. And on the summits of the mountain, they saw 
blooming Karnikaras bearing blossoms of a golden hue, 
appearing like ear-rings of excellent make. And in the forest 
they saw blossoming Kuruvakas, like unto the shafts of Cupid, 
which smitteth one with desire and maketh him uneasy. And 
they saw Tilakas appearing like unto beauty-spots painted on 
forehead of the forest. And they saw mango trees graced with 
blossoms hummed over by black bees, and serving the purpose of 
Cupid's shafts. And on the slopes of the mountain there were 
diverse blossoming trees, looking lovely, some bearing flowers of 
a golde hue, and some, of the hue of the forest-conflagration, 
and some, red, and some, sable, and some, green like unto lapises. 
And besides these there were ranges of Salas, and Tama- 
las, and Pa talas, and Yakula trees, like unto garlands put on by 
the summits of the mountain. Thus gradually beholding on 
the slopes of the mountain many lakes, looking transparent like 
crystal, and having swans of white plumage, and resounding 
with the cries of cranes, and filled with lotuses and lilies, end 
furnished with waters of delicious feel ; and also beholding frag- 
rant flowers, and lucious fruits, and romantic lakes, and capti- 
vating trees, the Pandavas penetrated into the forest with 
eyes expanded with wcnder. And (as they proceeded) they 
were fanned by the breezes of balmy feel, and perfumed by 
Kamalas and Utpalas and Kalharas and Pundarikas. Then 
Yudhishthira pleasantly spake unto Bhima saying, — ‘Ah ! O 
Bhima, beautiful is this forest of the Gundhamadana. In this 
romantic forest there are various unearthly blossoming wild 
trees and creepers, furnished with foliage, and fruits, and flowers, 
and crowded with the male Kolilas. Here there are no thorny 
trees, nor are there any trees that do not flower. On these 
slopes of the Gandhamadana, all the trees are of sleek foliage and 
fruits, And behold how these lotus-lakes furnished with full- 



*72 


HAHABHA&ATA. 


blown lotuses, and ringing with the hum of black bees, are 
being agitated by elephants with their mates. Behold another 
lotus-lake girt with lines of lotuses, like unto a second Sree 
in an embodied form wearing garlands. And in this excellent 
forest there are beautiful ranges of woods, rich with the aroma 
of various blossoms, and hummed over by the black bees. 
And, O Bhima, behold on all sides the excellent sporting 
grounds of the celestials. By coming here, we have attained 
extra-human state, and been blessed. O Partha, on these 
slopes ef the Gandhamad ana, yon beautiful blossoming trees, 
being embraced by creepers with blossoms at their tops, 
look lovely. And, O Bhima, hark unto the notes of the 
peacocks crying with their hens on the mountain slopes. 
And birds such as Ghakoras, and Satapatras, and maddened 
Kokilas, and parrots, are alighting op these excellent flower- 
ing trees. And sitting on the twigs, myriads of Jivajivakas 
of scarlet, yellow and red hues are looking at one another. 
And the cranes are seen near the spots covered with green 
and reddish grass, and also by the side of the cascades. 
And those birds, Bhringarajas, and Upachakras, and herons 
are pouring forth their notes charming to all creatures. 
And, lo ! with their mates, these elephants furnished with 
four tusks, and white as lotuses, are agitating that large lake 
of the hue of lapises. And from many cascades, torrents high as 
several palmyra palms (placed upon one another) are rushing 
down from the cliffs. And many argent minerals, splendid, 
and of the effulgence of the sun, and like unto autumnal 
clouds, arc beautifying this mighty mountain. And in some 
places there are minerals of the hue of the collyrium, and in 
some those like unto gold, and in some, yellow orpiment, 
and in some, vermillion, and in some, caves of red arsenic 
like unto the evening clouds, and in some, red chalk of the 
hue of the rabbit, and in some, minerals like unto white and 
sable clouds ; and in some, those effulgent as the rising sun,— 
these minerals of great lustre beautify the mountain. O 
Partha, as was said by Vrishaparva, the Gandharbas and 
the Kimpurushas, in company with their loves, are vis- 
ible on the summits of the mountain. And, O Bhima, there 
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are heard various songs of appropriate measures, and also 
Vaidic hymns, charming to all creatures. Do thou behold the 
sacred and graceful celestial river Mahagangfi., with swan s, 
resorted to by sages and Kinnaras. And, O repressor of foes, 
see this mountain having minerals, rivulets, and beautiful 
woods, and beasts, and snakes of diverse shapes and an hundred 
heads, and Kinnaras, Gandharbas and Apsaras.’ ” 

Vai^ampayana said, — “Having attained excellent state, 
those valiant and warlike repressors of foes with Draupadi 
and the high-souled Brahmanas were exceedingly delighted 
at heart, and they were not satiated by beholding that monarch 
of mountains. Thereafter they saw the hermitage of the royal 
sage Arshtishena, furnished with flowers, and trees bearing 
fruits. Then they went to Arshtishena versed in all duties, 
of rigid austerities, skelton-like, and having muscles bare. ” 
Thus ends the hundred and fifty-eighth Section in the 
Yaksha-yudha of the Yana Parva. 

Section CLIX. 

( Yaksha-yudha Parva continued .) 

Vai^ampayana continued. — “ Having approached that one, 
whose sins had been consumed by asceticism, Yudhishthira an- 
nounced his name, and gladly greeted him, bending his headl 
And then Krishna, and Bhima, and the devout twins, having 
bowed down their heads unto the royal sage, stood (there), 
surrounding him. And that priest of the Pandavas, the vir- 
tuous Dhaumya, also duly approached that vow-observing sage. 
And by his prophetic eye that virtuous Muni had already known 
(the identity of) those foremost of the Kurus, the sons of 
Pandu, and he said unto them, — ‘Be ye seated.* And that 
one of rigid austerities, after having duly received that chief 
of the Kurus, when the latter with his brothers had seated 
himself enquired, after his welfare saying, — ‘Dost thou not 
turn thy inclination unto untruth ? And art thou intent upon 
virtue? And, O Partha, hath not thy attention to thy father 
and thy mother diminished ? Are all thy superiors, and the 
aged, and those versed in the Vedas, honored by thee ? And, 
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O Prithh’s sou, dost thou not turn thy inclination unto sinful 
acts ? And dost thou, O best of the Kurus, properly know 
(how) to perform meritorious acts, and to eschew wicked deeds ? 
Dost thou not exalt thyself ? And are pious men gratified, 
being honored by thee ? And even dwelling in the woods, 
dost thou follow virtue alone ? And, O Partha, doth not 
Dhaumya grieve at thy conduct ? Dost thou follow the cus- 
toms of thy ancestors, by charity, and religious observances, 
and ascetism, and purity, and candour, and forgiveness ? And 
dost thou go along the way taken by the royal sages ? On the 
birth of a son in their (respective) lines, the Pifris in their 
regions, both laugh and grieve* thinking, — Will the sinful 
acts ef this son of ours harm us, or will his meritorious deeds 
conduce to our welfare ? — He conquereth both the worlds that 
payeth homage unto his father, and mother, and preceptor, 
and Agui, and fifthly, the soul/ Yudhishthira said, — ‘O wor- 
shipful one, those duties that have been mentioned by thee are 
excellent* To the best of my power I duly and properly dis- 
charge them/ 

“ Arghtishena said, — ‘During the Parvas* sages subsisting 
(respectively) on air and water come unto this best of mount- 
ains, ranging through the air. And on the summits of the 
mountain are seen amorous Kimpurushas with their paramours, 
mutually attached unto'each other ; as also, O Partha, many 
Gandbarbas ane Apsaras clad in white silk vestments ; and 
lovely-looking Vidyadharas, wearing garlands ; and mighty 
Nagas, and Suparnas, and Uragas, and others. And on the 
summits of the mountain are heard, during the Parvas, sounds 
of kettle-drums, and tabors, and shells, and Mridangas. O fore- 
most of the Bbaratas, even by staying here, ye shall hear 
those sounds ; do ye by no means feel inclined to repair 
thither. Further, O best of the Bharata race, it is impossible 
to proceed beyond this. That place is the sporting-region of the 
celestials. There is no access thither for mortals. O Bharata, 
at this place all creatures bear ill-will to, and the B&kshasas 


* A name given to certain days in the lunar month, as the full and 
change of the moon, and the 8th and 14 th of each half month. 
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chastise, that man who committeth aggression ever so little. 
Beyond the summit of this Kailua cliff, is seen the path of 
the celestial sages. If any one through impudence goeth 
beyond this, the Rakshasas slay him with iron darts and other 
weapons. There, O child, during the Parvas, he that goeth about 
on the shoulders of men, even V&^ravana, is seen in pomp 
and grandeur surrounded by the Apsar&s. And when that 
lord of all the Rakshasas is seated on the summit, ail crea- 
tures behold him like unto the sun arisen. O best of the 
BhAratas, that summit is the sporting-garden of the celestials, 
and the Danavas, and the Siddhas, and Vai<jravana. And 
during the Parvas, as Tumburu entertaineth the Lord of 
treasures, the sweet notes of his song are heard all over the 
Gandhamidana. O child, O’ Yudhishthira* here during the 
Parvas, all creatures see and hear marvels like this. O 
Pandavas, till ye meet with Arjuna, do ye stay here, par- 
taking of lucious fruits, and the food of the Munis. O child, 
as thou bast come hither, do thou not betray any imperti- 
nence. And, O child, after living here at thy will and diverting 
thyself as thou listest, thou wilt at length rule the earth, 
having conquered it by the force of thy arms/ ’* 

Thus ends the hundred and fifty-ninth Section in the 
Taksha-} r udha of the Vana Farva. 

Section CLX. 

( Yaksha-yudha Parva continued ) 

Yanamejaya said. — “ How long did my great grand-sires, the 
high-souled sons of P&ndu, of matchless prowess, dwell in the 
Gandbam&dana mountain ? And what did those exceedingly 
powerful ones gifted with manliness, do ? And what was the 
food of those high-souled ones, when those heroes of the worlds 
dwelt (there) T O excellent one, do thou relate all about this 
Do thou describe the prowess of Bhimasena, and what that 
mighty-armed one did in the mountain Himalaya.. Surely, O 
best of Brahman as, he did not fight again with the Yakshas 
And did they meet with Yai<jravana? Surely, as Arshti- 
shena said, the lord of wealth cometh thither. All this, O 
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thou of ascetic wealth, I desire to hear in detail Surely, I 
have not yet been fully satisfied by listening unto their acts. ” 
Vaigamp&yana continued. — “ Having heard from that one 
of incomparable energy, (Arstishena), that advice conducive 
to their welfare, those foremost of the Bhiratas began to 
behave always accordingly. Those best of men, the P&nda- 
vas, dwelt upon the Himav&n, partaking of the food eaten 
by the Munis, and lucious fruits, and the flesh of deer killed 
with unpoisoned shafts, and various kinds of pure honey. 
Living thus, they passed the fifth year, listening to various 
stories told by Loma^a. O Lord, saying, — I shall be present 
when occasion ariseth, — Ghatotkacha together with all the 
Rakshasas, had ere this already gone away. Those magnanimous 
ones passed many months in the hermitage of Arshtishena, 
witnessing many marvels. And as the Pandavas were sporting 
there pleasantly, there came to see them some complacent 
vow-observing Munis and Charanas of high fortune, and pure 
souls. And those foremost of the Bharata race conversed with 
them on unearthly topics. And it came to pass that when 
several days had passed, Suparna all of a sudden carried off an 
exceedingly powerful and mighty Naga, living in the large lake. 
And thereupon that mighty mountain began to tremble, and 
the gigantic trees, to break. And all the creatures and the 
Pandavas witnessed that wonder. Then from the brow of 
that excellent mountain, the wind brought before the P&nda- 
vas various fragrant and fair blossoms. And the Pandavas, 
and the illustrious Krishna together with their friends saw 
those unearthly blossoms of five hues. And as the mighty- 
armed Bhimasena was seated at ease upon the mountain, 
Krishna, addressed him, saying, — e O best of the Bharata race, 
in the presence of all the creatures, these flowers of five hues, 
carried by the force of the wind raided by Suparna, are falling 
in amain on the river A$waratha. In Khandava thy higb- 
souled brother firm in promise had baffled Gandharbas and 
Nagas and Vasava himself, and slain fierce Rakshasas, 
and also obtained the bow Gandiva. Thou also art of ex- 
ceeding prowess, and the might of thy arms is great, and 
irrepressible, and unbearable, like unto the might of Sakra. 
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O Bhimasena, terrified with the force of thy arms, let all the 
Rakshasas betake themselves to the ten cardinal points, leav- 
ing the mountain. Then will thy friends be freed from fear and 
affliction, and behold the auspicious summit of this exc ellenfc 
mountain furnished with variegated flowers. O Bhima, I have 
for long cherished this thought in my mind,— that protected 
by the might of thy arms, I shall see that summit/ 

“ Thereupon, like a high-mettled bull that hath been struck, 
Bhimasena, considering himself as censured by Draupadi, could 
not bear (that). And that Pandava of the gait of a lion or 
a bull, and graceful, and generous, and having the splen- 
dour of gold, and intelligent, and strong, and proud, and 
sensitive, and heroic, and furnished with red eyes, and broad- 
shouldered, and gifted with the strength of mad elephants, 
and having leonine teeth and a broad neck, and tall like a 
young Sala tree, and high-sou led, and graceful in every limb, 
and of neck having the whirls of a shell, and mighty-armed, 
took up his bow plaited at the back with gold, and also his 
sword. And haughty like unto a lion, and resembling a mad- 
dened elephant, that strong one rushed towards that cliff, free 
from fear or affliction. And all the creatures saw him equipped 
with bows and arrows, approachsng like a lion or a madden- 
ed elephant. And free from fear or affliction, the Pandava, 
taking his mace, proceeded to that monarch of mountains, 
causing the delight of Draupadi. And neither exhaustion, 
nor fatigue, nor lassitude, nor the malice (of others), affect- 
ed that son of Pritha and the wind-god. And having arrived 
at a rugged path affording passage to one individual only, 
. that one of great strength ascended that terrible summit 
high as several palmyra-palms (placed upon one another). 
And having ascended that summit, and thereby gladdened 
Kinnaras, and great Nagas, and Munis, and Gandharbas, 
and Rakshasas, that foremost of the Bharata race, gifted 
with exceeding strength, descried the abode of Vai<;ravana, 
adorned with golden and crystal palaces, surrounded on all sides 
by golden walls having the splendour of all gems, furnished 
with gardens all around, higher than a mountain peak, beautiful 
with ramparts and towers, and adorned with door-ways and 
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gates and rows of pennons. And the abode was graced with 
dallying damsels dancing around, and also with pennons wafted 
by the breeze. And with bent arms supporting himself on the 
end of his bow, he stood beholding with eagerness the city of 
the lord of treasures. And gladdening all creatures, there 
was blowing a breeze, carrying all perfumes, and of balmy feel. 
And there were various beautiful and wonderful trees of 
diverse hues, resounding with diverse dulcet notes. And at 
that place the foremost of the Bharatas surveyed the place of 
the Lord of the R&kshasas, scattered with heaps of gems, and 
adorned with variegated garlands. And renouncing all care 
of life, the mighty-armed Bhimsena stood motionless like a 
rock, with his mace and sword and bow in his hands. 
Then he blew his shell, making the down of adversaries stand 
erect ; and twanging his bow-string, and striking his arms 
with the hands, he unnerved ail the creatures. Thereat with 
their down standing erect, Yakshas and Rakshasas began to 
rush towards the Paudava, in the direction of those sounds. 
And taken by the arms of Yakshas and Rakshasas, flamed 
maces and clubs and swords and spears and javelins and 
axes. And when, O Bharafca, the fight ensued between the 
Rakshasas and Bhima, the latter by arrows cut off the daits, 
javelins and axes of those possessing great powers of illusion. 
And he of exceeding strength with arrows pierced the bodies 
of the roaring RAkshasas, — both of those that were in the 
sky, and of those that remained on the earth. And Bhima of 
exceeding strength was deluged with the mighty sanguine 
rain sprung from the bodies of the Rakshasas with maces and 
clubs in their hands, and flowing on all sides from tbeir persons. 
And the bodies and beads of the Yakshas and Rakshasas were 
seen to be struck off by the weapons discharged by the might 
of Bhima s arms. And then all the creatures saw the graceful 
P&ndava densely surrounded by the Rakshasas, like unto the 
Sun enveloped by clouds. And even as the sun surrounds every- 
thing with his rays, that mighty-armed and strong one of un- 
failing prowess, covered all with his arrows destroying foes. And 
although menacing and uttering yells, the Rakshasas did not 
see Bhima embarassed. Thereupon, with their bodies mangled. 
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the Takahas afflicted by the fear of Bhimasena began to 
utter frightful sounds of distress, throwing their mighty 
weapons. And terrified at that weilder of a strong bow, they 
fled towards the southern quarter, forsaking their maces and 
spears and swords and clubs and axes. And then there stood, 
holding in his hands, darts and maces, the broad-chested and 
mighty-armed friend of Va^ravana, the R&kshasa named 
M iniman. And that one of great strength began to display 
his masterdom and manliness. And seeing them forsake 
the fight, he addressed them with a smile, — ‘Going to Vai<$ra- 
vana’s abode, how will ye Bay unto that lord of wealth, that 
numbers have been defeated by a single mortal in battle ¥ 
Having said this unto them, that Rakshasa, taking in his 
hands clubs and jevelins and maces, set out, and rushed to- 
wards the Panda va. And as he was rushing in amain like a 
maddened elephant, Bhimasena pierced his sides with three 
choice arrows. And the mighty Maniman, on his part, in 
wrath taking and flourishing a tremendous mace, hurled it 
at Bhimasena. Thereupon Bhimasena beset with innumer- 
able shafts sharpened on stones, that mighty mace in the 
sky, dreadful, and like unto the lightning flash. But on 
reaching the mace those shafts were baffled ; and although 
discharged with force by that adept at hurling the mace, 
still they could not stay its career. Then the mighty Bhima of 
dreadful prowess, baffled his (the Rakshasa’s) discharge, by 
resorting to his skill in mace-fighting. In the meanwhile, the 
intelligent Rakshasa had discharged a terrible .iron club, 
furnished with a golden haft. And that club, belching forth 
flames, and emitting tremendous roars, all of a suddden 
pierced Bhiraa’s right arm and then fell to the ground. On 
being severely wounded by that club, that bowman, Kunti’s son, 
of immeasurable prowess, with eyes rolling in ire, took up 
his mace. And having taken that iron mace, inlaid with 
golden plates, which caused the fear of foes, and brought on 
their defeat, he darted it with speed towards the mighty Mani- 
man, menacing (him) and uttering shouts. Then Maniman, 
on his part, taking his huge and blazing dart, with great 
force discharged it at Bhima, uttering loud shouts, . Thereat 
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breaking the dart with the end of his mace, that mighty- 
armed one skilled in mace-fighting, speedily rushed to slay 
him, as Gadura (rusheth) to slay a serpent. Then all of a 
sudden, advancing ahead in the field, that mighty-armed 
me sprang into the sky, and brandishing his mace, hurled 
it with shouts. And like unto the thunder-bolt hurled by 
Indra, that mace like a Pest, with the speed of the wind des- 
troyed the Rakshasa and then fell to the ground. Then all 
vhe creatures saw that Rakshasa of terrible strength 
slaughtered by Bhima, even like a bull slain by a lion. And 
Ihe surviving Rakshasas seeing him slain on the ground, 
went towards the east, uttering frightful sounds of distress. ” 
Thus ends the hundred and sixtieth Section in the 
Yaksha-yudha of the V ana Parva. 


Section CLXI. 

(Yalcska-yudha Parva continued . ) 

Vaicampayana said. — " Hearing various sounds resounding 
in the caves of the mountain, and not seeing Bhimasena, 
Kunti’s son, Ajata^atru, and the twin sons of Madri, and 
3haumya, and Krishna, and all the Brahmanas, and the 
riends (of the Pandavas), were filled with anxiety. There- 
upon, entrusting Draupadi to the charge of Arstishena, and 
equipped in their arms, those valiant and mighty charioteers 
together began to ascend the summit of the mountain. 
And having reached the summit, those repressors of foes and 
mighty bowmen and powerful charioteers, as they were looking 
&bout, saw Bhima , , and those huge Rakshasas, of mighty 
strength and courage, weltering in a state of unconsciousness, 
having been struck down by Bhima. And holding his mace 
md sword and bow, that mighty-armed one looked like 
iiaghavan, after he had slain the Danava hosts. Then on 
teeing their brother, the Pandavas, who had attained excellent 
state, embraced him and sat down there. And with those 
mighty bowmen, that summit looked grand like heaven 
graced by those foremost of celestials, the highly fortunate 
Lokapalas, And seeing the abode of Kuvera, and the Rakshasas, 
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and, therefore, all the historical knowledge that can be got froiri Sanskrit 
books is given incidentally. It is generally allowed that real historical 
facts are concealed beneath the exaggerated fictions of the Ramayana 
and Mahabharata. To distinguish the substratum of fact from the 
-Superstructure of fiction, may not be impossible. At any rate, even if 
the wars and battles described were discovered to be purely mythical, 
there is no doubt that the poems necessarily must throw great light on 
the amount of morality, religion, and civilisation generally which had 
been attained at the time when they were composed. The Christian will 
be surprised to find in the Mahabharata wonderful anticipations of some 
of the highest moral truths that have become familiar to the Western 
world through the New Testament. Professor Wilson is said to have 
been led to the study of Sanskrit, because he heard that Sanskrit litera- 
ture somewhere preached the forgiveness of injuries, by citing the 
illustration of the tree, which screens with its leaves the man who fells it. 
This sentiment is to be found in the Mahabharata, together with many 
other very exalted moral lessons, which can be paralleled nowhere else 
but in the New Testament. It is probable that when the Mahabharata 
is by means of a translation made known to English learned men who 
are unacquainted with Sanskrit, it will be eagerly studied, in order that 
information may be obtained about the ancient civilisation of India. 
Mr. Gladstone could write four large interesting volumes of Homeric 
studies, on the light thrown upon the manners and customs of ancient 
Greece, by the Homeric poems. Protap Chandra Roy’s literal prose tran- 
slation will afford every scholar who by birth or education knows the 
English language and takes an interest in early Aryan civilization, an 
opportunity of operating upon the Mahabharata of Vyasa as Gladstone 
and many others have operated upon the Iliad and the Odyssey. ” Bombay 
Gazette of 13th May, 1885. 
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entitled Fana Part**, of the English translation of the Mabat&araU, 
which is in course of publication by Mr. Protap Chandra Boy, and dis- 
tributed by him gratis to a great many people in India and JJurope. 
The publisher has sho^p great devotion to his Herculean tasC and his 
literary efforts are, we are happy to find, being appreciated by the 
Natives of India, especially in Bengal and other Northern Provinces. The 
Faitft Pdrva is really interesting reading and the translation will be 
found welcome also in European circles where this Indian epic has 
found favor. We learn that the expenses connected $g&h the present 
Cknto have been undertaken by a rich Zemindar of RuBgpore as a gift, 
as it were, on the occasion of his daughter’s marriage. It #s to be 
hoped that others will follow such a noble example. Whether the Mad- 
ras Government have given encouragement’ to the praiseworthy enter- 
prise^ Mr. Protap Chandra Boy, we are not in a position to state. 
If they have not, they should do so without delay. Such a work as 
the English Translation of the Mahabharata will prove an acquisition 
to the Government Ofice Library, and we further think that a sufficient 
number of copies Bhould be subscribed for in view to distribution to 
officers interested in Sanskrit Literature, for the use of the Museum, 
the University and other libraries, as also the Literary Associations 
*of this Presidency. For this work of vast magnitude, money help is 
^necessary and we are glad to find that several Indian Princes have 
Contributed generously towards the funds required to carry it out 
^successfully. Mr. Protap Chandra Roy has indeed claims on all lovers 
of literature, whose purse-strings should be liberally loosened for the 
furtherance of his laborious task. There are not a few men of means 
in thi^ Presidency who can well give the author regular monetary aid, 
and we feel no doubt that as his name is being heard, that such help will 
flow in towards the progress of his translation. We were tempted to 
“Bkjtaffef extracts from the translation before us ; but on con- 
side*,.,^ vrrelt that such extracts would give no idea of the work, 
Just as a number of bricks or tiles would give no notion of the struc- 
ture or architectural beauties of # the Senate House or the Railway Cen- 
tral Station*” Th$people'e Friend, Saturday Evening, June 6 , 1888+ 
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summit, they yoked steeds having golden garlands. And on be-? 
lag joked ynto the car, those excellent horses of his, graced 
with every noble quality, and furnished with the ten auspici* 
ous carls of hair, and having energy and strength, and adorned 
With various gems, and looking splendid, as if desirous of 
fpeeding like the wind, began to neigh at each other the 
Weighing emitfcted at (the hour of) victory. And that divine and 
effulgent king of the Yakshas set out, being eulogised by the 
celestials and Gandharbas. And a thousand foremost Yakshas 
of reddened eyes and golden lustre, and having huge bodies, and 
gifted with great strength, equipped with weapons, and gird- 
ing on their swords, followed that high-souled lord of treasures* 
And coursing through the firmament, they (the steeeds) arrived 
at the Gandhamadana, as if drawing forward the sky with 
their ffeetpess. And with their down standing erect, the 
pandavas saw that large assemblage of horses maintained by 
the lord of wealth, and also the high-souled and graceful 
SLUvera himself, surrounded by the Yaksha hosts. And see* 
ing those mighty charioteers, the sons of Pandu, possessed 
of great strength, equipped with bows and swords, Kuvera 
also was delighted ; and he was pleased at heart, keeping ip 
view tbe task of the celestials. And like unto birds, they, (the 
Yakshas) gifted with extreme celerity, alighted on the snmi 
paifc of the mountain, and stood before them (the P&ndavas), 
with the lord of treasures at their head. Then, O Bharata, 
seeing him pleased with the Pandavas, the Yakshas and the 
Gandharbas stood there, free from agitation. Then thinking 
themselves as having transgressed, those high-souled and 
mighty charioteers — the Pandavas — having bowed down un- 
to that lord, the giver of wealth, stood surrounding the 
lord of treasures with joined hands. And the lord of treasures 
sat on that excellent seat — the elegant Pushpaka — construct- 
ed by Vi9wakarma, painted with diverse colors. And by 
thousands Yakshas and Eakshasas, some having huge frames, 
and some, ears resembling pegs, and by hundreds Gandharbas 
aad hosts of Apsara's sat in the presence of that one seated, 
$ven as the celestials sit surrounding him of an hundred 
sacxi&ces. Aad wearing a beautiful golden garland on hi* 
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head, and holding in his hands his noose and sword and bowy 
Bhima stood, gazing at the lord of wealth. And Bhimasena 
did not feel depression either on having been wounded by tb& 
Ri-kshas, or even in that plight seeing Kuvera arrive* 

“ that one going about on the shoulders of men* 
seeing Bhima stand desirous of fight, with sharpened shafts^ 
said unto Dharma’s son. — ‘O Partha, all the creatures know 
thee as engaged in their good. Do thou, therefore, with fcby 
brothers fearlessly dwell on this summit of the mountain* 
And, O Pandava, be thou not agry with Bhima. These Yakshas 
and Rakshas had already been slain by Destiny: thy brother 
hath been the instrument merely. And it is not necessary to 
feel shame for this act of impudence that hath been committed* 
This destruction of the Rakshasas had been foreseen by the 
gods. I entertain no anger towards Bhimasena. Rather, Q 
foremost of the Bharata race, I am pleased with him ; nay, — 
even before coming here, I had been gratified with this deed 
of Bhima/ ” 

Vai^ampSyana said. — “ Having spoken this unto the king* 
(Kuvera) said unto Bhimasena, — ‘O child, O best of the 
Kurus, I do not mind this. O Bhima, as inorder to please 
Krishna, thou hast, disregarding the gods and me also, commit- 
ted this rash act, — namely, the destruction of the Yakshaa 
and the Rakshasas, — depending on the strength of thy arms, 
I am well-pleased with thee. O Vrikodara, to-day I have 
been freed from a terrible curse. For some offence, that prime. 
Rishi — Agastya — had cursed me in anger. Thou hast deliver- 
ed me by this act (of thine). O Pandu’s son, my disgrace had 
ere this been fated. No offence, therefore, in any way* 
attacheth unto thee, O Pandava/ 

“ Yudhishthira said, — ‘O divine one, why wast thou cursed 
by the high-souled Agastya ? O god, I am curious to hear as 
to the occasion of that imprecation. I wonder that at that very 
moment, thou together with thy forces and attendants 
not consumed by the ire of that intelligent one/ ‘ < 

“ Thereupon the lord of treasures said,^ — ‘At Kugasthal^ 
O king, once there was held a conclave of the gods. Ah& 
Surrounded by grim-visaged Yakshas, numbering three hundred 
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MaW-fJadmas, carrying various weapons, I was repairing t<* 
that place. And on the way, I saw that foremost of sages— 
Agastya— engaged in the practise of severe austerities on the 
banks of the TamunB, abounding in various birds and graced 
with blossoming trees. And, O king, immediately on seeing 
that mass of energy, flaming, and brilliant as fire, seated 
with upraised arms, facing the Sun, my friend, the graceful 
lord of the Rakshasas, Maniman, from stupidity, foolishness, 
hauteur and ignorance discharged his excrement on the crown 
of that Maharshi. Thereupon, as if burning all the cardi- 
nal points by his wrath, he said unto me, — Since, O lord of 
treasures, in thy very presence, disregarding me, this thy friend 
bath thus affronted me, he together with thy forces shall meet 
with destruction at the hands of a mortal. And, O wicked- 
minded one, thou also, being distressed on account of thy 
fallen soldiers, shalt be freed from thy sin, on beholding that 
mortal. But if they follow thy behests, their (the soldiers) 
powerful sons Bhall not come by this dreadful curse. — This 
curse I had received formerly from that foremost of Rishis. 
Now, O mighty kiDg, have I been delivered by thy brother, 
Bbima.’ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and sixty-first Section in the 
Yaksha-yuddha of the Yana Parva. 


Section CLXII. 

(Yalcsha-yuddha Parva continued .) 

‘•The lord of treasures said,— ‘O Yudhishthira, patience, 
ability, (appropriate) time and place, and prowess — these five 
lead to success in human affairs. O Bharata, in the Krita 
Yuga, men were patient and able in their respective occupa- 
tions, and they knew how to display prowess. And, O fore- 
most of the Kshatriyas, a Kshatriya that is endued with 
patience, and that understandeth the propriety regarding place 
and time, and that is versed iu all moral regulations, can alone 
govern the world for a long time, — nay, in ail transactions, he 
that behaveth thus, acquireth, O hero, fame in this world, anc 
excellent state in the next. And, by having displayed hL 
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prowess at the proper plaoe and time, Sakra with the Vast*# 
hath obtained the dominion of heaven. He that from anger 
cannot see his fall, and he that being natuarally wicked and 
evil-minded, followeth evil, and he that kroweth not the 
propriety relative to acts, meet with destruction both ill 
this world and the next. The exertions of that stupid person 
become fruitless, who is not conversant with the expediency 
regarding time and acts, and he meeteth with destruction 
both in this world and the next. And the object of that 
wicked and deceitful person is vicious, who, aiming at 
masterdom of every kind, committeth some rash act. O best 
of men, this Bhimasena is fearless, and ignorant of duties, and 
haughty, and of the sense of a child, and unforbearing. Do 
thou, therefore, check him. Repairing again to the hermitage 
of the pious sage Arshtishena, do thou reside there during the 
dark fortnight, without fear or anxiety. O lord of men, 
deputed by me, all the Gandharbas residing at Alaki, as also 
those dwelling in this mountain, will, O mighty-armed one, 
protect thee, and these best of the Br&hmanas. And, O 
king, O prime of virtuous men, knowing that Vrikodara hath 
come hither out of rashness, do thou check him. Henceforth, 
O monarch, beings living in the forest will meet with you, wait 
upon you and always protect you all. And ye foremost 
of men, my servants will always procure for you various meats 
and drinks of delicious flavour. And, O son, Yudhishthira, 
even as by reason of being the offspring of spiritual inter- 
course, Jishnu is entitled to the protection of Mahendra, 
and Yrikodara, of the wind-god, and thou, of Dbarma, 
and the twins possessed of strength, of the A9wins, so ye 
all are entitled to my protection. That one next by birth 
to Bhimasena, Falguna, versed in the science of profit, and 
all moral regulations, is well in heaven. And, O child, 
those perfections that are recognised in the world as lead* 
ing to heaven, are established in Dhananjaya even from 
his very birth. And self-restraint, and charity, and strength, 
and intelligence, and modesty, and fortitude, and excellent 
enrrgy~-*»even all these are established in that majestic 
one of maginficeat soul, And, O Pandava, Jishnu never 
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fcommitteth any shameful act through poverty of spirit. Ant* 
in the world, none ever say that Partha hath uttered an 
Untruth, And, O Bharata, honored by the gods, the Pitris, 
and the Gandharbas, that enhancer of the glory of the Kurus 
is learning the science of weapons in Sakra’s abode. And, O 
Ffcrtha, in heaven, he that with justice had brought under his 
Subjection all the rulers of the earth, even that exceedingly 
powerful, and highly energetic monarch, the grand-sire of 
thy father, Sancanu himself, is well-pleased with the behavour 
of that wielder of the Gandiva — the foremost of his race* 
And, O king, abiding in Indra’s regions, he who on the banks 
of the Yamuna had worshipped the gods, the Pitris, and the 
Brahmanas, by celebrating seven grand horse sacrifices , 1 m that 
great grand-sire of thine, the emperor Santanu of severe 
austerities, who hath attained heaven, hath enquired of 
thy welfare/ ” 

Vahjampayana said. — "Having heard these words of the 
dispenser of wealth, the Pandavas were well-pleased with them. 
Then lowering his club and mace and sword and bow, that 
foremost of the Bharatas bowed down unto Kuvera. And 
I/hat giver of protection, the lord of treasures, seeing him 
prostrate, said, — ‘Be thou the destroyer of the pride of foes, 
and the enhencer of the delight of friends. And ye oppress* 
>rs of enemies, do ye live in our romantic region. The 
Yakshas will not cross your desires. Gudakeqa, after having 
acquired mastery over weapons, will come back soon. Bidden 
adieu by Maghavan himself, Dhananjaya will join you/ 

44 Having thus instructed Yudhishthira of excellent deeds, 
the lord of the Guhyakas vanished from that best of mountains. 
And thousands upon thousands of Yakshas and Rakshasas 
followed him in vehicles spread over with chekered cushions, 
tthd decorated with various jewels. And as the horses proceed- 
ed Howards the abode of Kuvera, a noise arose as of birds 
tfyinlglit the air. And the chargers of the lord of treasures 
tfpAifecflly* coursed through the sky, as if drawing forward the 
Iffen afo ie ht, and devouring the air. 

> ^TSen at the command of the lord of wealth, the dead 
Ifodtes of the Rakshasas were removed from the summit p£ 
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the mountain. As the intelligent Agasiya had Aged ■ 
period as the limit of the (duration of) his curse, so b$in& 
slain in conflict, the Rakshasas were freed from the 
cation. And being honored by the Rakshasas, the PandayWl 
for several nights dwelt pleasantly in those habitations. ” f .. * 
Thus ends the hundred and sixty-second Section in tb& 
Yaksha-yuddha of the Vana Parva. 


Section CLXIII. 

( Yaksha-yuddha Parva continued .) 

Yaigampayana continued. — “ Then, O repressor of foea^ 
at sunrise, having finished his daily devotions, Dhaumya came 
unto the Pandavas, with Arshtishena. And having bowed 
down unto the feet of Arshtishena and Dhaumya, they with 
joined hands paid homage unto all the Brahmanas. Then 
Dhaumya, taking Yudhishthira’s right hand, said these words, 
looking at the east, — ‘O mighty monarch, this king of 
mountains — Mandara — lieth vast, covering the earth up to 
the ocean. O Pandava, Indra and Vai<;ravana preside over 
this point graced with woods and forests and mountains. And, 
O child, the intelligent sages versed in every duty, say, that 
this (region) is the abode of Indra and king Vai^ravan^ And 
the twice-born ones, and the sages versed in duties, and the 
Siddhas, and the Sadhyas, and the celestials, pay their adorations 
unto the Sun as he riseth from this point* And that lord of all 
living beings, king Yama, conversant with duty, presideth over 
yond southern region whither come the spirits of the departed. 
And this is Sanyamana, the abode of the lord _of the departed 
spirits, sacred, and wonderful to behold, mad crowned with 
prime prosperity. And the intelligent ones, call that mcma^ph 
of mountains (by the name of) Asta. * Having, -0 king, 
arrived at this, the Sun ever abideth by thfe truth::- 
king Varuna protects all creatures, abiding in this king* n£ 
mountains, and also the vasty deep. And, D highly fcetimatar 
one, there- illumining the northern regions, Retbkhe«pn£a8ata 
Mahameru, auspicious, and the refuge of* those '-kpowing 
Brahma, where is the court of Brahma, and remaining .wftm 
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that soul of all creatures, Praj&pati, hath created all that is 
mobile and immobile. And the Mahkmeru is the auspicious 
and healthy abode even of tbe seven mind-born sons of 
Brahmi., of whom Daksha was the seventh. And, O child, 
here it is that the Seven celestial wshis with Va<jistha at 
their head rise and set. Behold that excellent and bright 
summit of the Meru, where seateth the great-sire (Brahma) 
with the celestials happy in self-knowledge. And next to the 
abode of Brahma is visible the region of him who is said to 
be the really primal Cause of the origin of all creatures, even 
that prime lord, god Narayana, having neither beginning nor 
end. And, O king, that auspicious place composed of all 
energies even the celestials cannot behold. And the region 
of the high-souled Vishnu, by its native splendour, ex- 
ceeding in effulgence the sun or fire, cannot be beheld by the 
gods, or the Dhnavas. And the region of Narayana lieth 
resplendent to the cast of the Meru, where, O child, that lord 
of all creatures, the self-create primal Cause of the universe, 
having manifested all beings, looketh splendid of his excellent 
grace. O child, not to speak of the Maharshis — even Brah- 
marshis have no access to that place. And, O best of the 
Kurus, it is the Yatis only who have access to it. And, O 
Pandu's son, (at that place) luminaries cannot shine by Him ; 
there that lord of in conceivable soul alone shineth transcend- 
ental. There by reverence, and severe austerities, Yatis inspir- 
ed by virtue of pious practises, attain Narayana Hari. And, O 
Bh&rata, repairing thither, and attaining that universal Soul 
—the self-create and eternal god of gods, high-souled ones, 
of Yoga success, and free from ignorance and pride have not 
to return to this world. O highly fortunate Yudhishthira, this 
region is without beginning, or deterioration, or end ; for it 
is the very essence of that god. And, O son of the Kurus, the 
Sun and the Moon every day go round this Meru, coursing in 
an opposite direction. And, 0 sinless one, O mighty monarch, 
the other luminaries also go round this king of mountains in the 
self-same way. Thus the worshipful Sun who dispelleth dark- 
ness, goeth round this (mountain), obscuring other lumi- 
naries, Then having set, and passed the evening, that Makes 
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of day — the Sun taketh a northerly course. Then again near* 
ing the Meru, the divine Sun (ever) intent on the good of all 
beings, again courseth, facing the east. And in this way, the 
divine Moon also together with the stars goeth round thSsi 
mountain, dividing the month unto several sections, by hia 
arrival at the Parvas. Having thus unerringly coursed round 
the mighty Meru, and, nourished all creatures, the Moon 
again repaireth unto the Mandara. In the same way, that 
destroyer of darkness — the divine Sun — also moveth on this un> 
obstructed path, animating the universe. When, desirous of 
causing dew, he repaireth to the south, then there ensueth 
winter to all creatures. Then the sun, turning back from 
the south, by his rays draweth up the energy from all crea« 
tures both mobile and immobile. Thereupon, men become 
subject to perspiration, fatigue, drowsiness and lassitude ; and 
living beings always feel disposed to slumber. Thence return* 
ing through unknown regions, that divine effulgent one 
causeth Bhower, and thereby reviveth beings. And having 
by the comfort caused by the shower, wind, and warmth, 
cherished the mobile and the immobile, the powerful Sun 
resumeth his former course. O Partha, ranging thus, the 
Sun unerringly turneth on the wheel of Time, influencing 
created things. His course is unceasing : he never resteth, O 
Pandava. Withdrawing the energy of all beings, he again 
rendereth it back. O Bharata, dividing time into day and 
night, and Kala, and Kashtha, that lord, the Sun, dealeth life 
and motion to all created things/ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and sixty-third Section in the 
Yaksha-yuddha of the Vana Parva. 


Section CLIV. 

(Yaksha-yuddha Parva continued . ) 

Vai$ampayana continued. — “Dwelling in that best of mount- 
ains, those high-souled ones observing excellent vows, felt 
themselves attracted (to that place), and diverted themselves, 
eager to behold Arjuna. And multitudes of Oandharbas and 
Maharshis gladly visited those energetic ones, possessing 
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prowess, of chaste desires, and being the foremost of those 
endued with truth and fortitude. And having arrived at 
that excellent mountain furnished with trees bearing blossoms, 
those mighty charioteers were exceedingly delighted, even 
as the Maruts, on arriving at the celestial regions. And 
experiencing great exhilaration, they lived (there), seeing 
the slopes and summits of that mighty mountain, filled with 
flowers, and resonant with the cries of peacocks and cranes. 
And on that beautiful mountain they beheld lakes filled with 
lotuses, and having their shores covered (with trees), and 
frequented by drakes, and Karandavas and swans. And the 
flourishing sporting-regions, graceful on account of the various 
flowers, and abounding in gems, was capable of captivating 
that king — the dispenser of wealth (Kuvera). And always rang- 
ing ^there), those foremost of ascetics (the Pandavas) were in- 
capable of conceiving (the siginificance of) that Summit, fur- 
nished with mighty trees, and masses of wide-spreading 
clouds. And, O great hero, owing to its native splend- 
our, and also on account of the brilliance of the annual 
plants, there was no difference there between night and day. 
And staying in that mountain, remaining in which the Sun 
of unrivalled energy cherisheth the mobile and immobile 
things, those heroes and foremost of men beheld the rising 
and the setting of the Sun. And having seen the rising and 
the setting points of the Sun, and the rising and the setting 
mountain, and all the cardinal points, as well as the enterven- 
ing spaces ever blazing with the rays of the Dispeller of dark- 
ness, those heroes, in expectation of the arrival of that mighty 
charioteer firm in truth, became engaged in reciting the Vedas, 
practising the daily rituals, chiefly discharging the religious 
duties, exercising sacred vows, and abiding by the truth. 
And saying, — ‘Let us even here experience delight by joining 
without delay Arjuna accomplished in arms/ those highly 
blessed Parthas became engaged in the practise of Yoga . 
And beholding romantic woods on that mountain, as they 
always thought of Kiriti, every day and night appeared unto 
them even as a year. From that very moment joy had taken 
leave of them, when, with Dhaumya's permission, the high- 
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touled Jisfantr, fcatting his hair, departed (for the’woods). So 
how could they, absorbed in his contemplation experience 
happiness there ^ They had become overwhelmed with grm 
ever since the moment when at the command of his brother 
Yudhishthira, Jishnu of the tread of a mad elephant ha*, 
departed from the Kamyaka forest. O Bharata, in this way, 
on that mountain those descendants of Bharata passed ff 
month with difficulty, thinking of him of the white steeds^ 
who had gone to Vasava's abode, for learning arms. Anc 
Arjuna, having dwelt for five years in the abode of him of a 
thousand eyes, and having from that lord of the celestials 
obtained ail the celestial weapons, — such as those of Agni, of 
Varuna, of Soma, of Vayu, of Vishnu, of Indra, of Pa^upatf, 
of Brahma, of Parameshthi, of Prajapati, of Yama, of Dhata, 
of Savita, of Tashta, and of Vai^ravana ; and having bowed 
down to and gone round him of an hundred sacrifices, and 
taken his (Indra’s) permission, cheerfully came to the Gandha- 
xnadana. ” 

Thus ends the hundred and sixty-fourth Section in the 
Yaksha-yuddha of the Vana Parva. 

Section CLXV. 

(Niva ta-Kavacha- y uddha Parva.) 

Vaiqampayana continued. — “ And it came to pass that once 
on a day as those mighty charioteers were thinking of Arjuna, 
seeing Mahendra’s car, yoked with horses, of the effulgence 
of lightning, arrive all on a sudden, they were delighted. And 
driven by Matali, that blazing car, suddenly illuminating the 
sky, looked like smokeless flaming tongues of fire, or a mighty 
meteor embosomed in clouds. And seated in that car appear- 
ed Kiriti, wearing garlands and new-made ornaments. Then 
Dhananjaya possessing the prowess ©f the wielder of the 
thunderbolt, alighted on that mountain, blazing in beauty* 
And that intelligent one decked in a diadem and garlands, 
having alighted on the mountain, first bowed down at the feet 
of Dhaumya, and then at those of Ajata<jatru. And he also 
paid homage unto Yrikodara’s feet ; and the twins also bowed 
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down unto him. Then going to Krishna, and having cheered 
her, he stood before his (elder) brother in humble guise. And 
on meeting with that matchless one, they were exceedingly 
delighted. And he also meeting with them rejoiced exceed* 
ingly, and began to eulogise the king. And seeing before 
them that car driving in which the slayer of Namuchi had 
annihilated seven phalanxes of Diti’s offspring, the magnanimous 
Parthas went round it. And being highly pleased, they 
offered excellent worship unto Matali, as unto the lord of 
the celestials himself. And then the son of the Kuru king 
duly enquired of him after the health of all the gods. And 
Matali also greeted them. And having instructed the Parthas 
even as a father doth his sons, he ascended that incompar- 
able car, and returned to the lord of the celestials. 

“ And when Matali had gone away, that foremost of the 
royal race, — Sakra's son — the high-souled destroyer of all 
foes, made over unto his love — the mother of Sutasoma — 
beautiful precious gems, and ornaments having the splendour 
of the sun, which had been presented to him by Sakra. Then, 
sitting in the midst of those foremost of the Kurus, and 
those best of the Brahmanas, effulgent like unto fire or the 
sun, he began to relate all as it had happened, saying, — ‘In 
this way, I have learnt weapons from Sakra, Vayu, and the 
manifest Siva; and all the celestials with Indra also have 
been pleased with me, on account of my good beheavour, and 
concentration/ 

“ After having briefly narrated unto them his sojourn in 
heaven, Kiriti of spotless deeds agreeably slept that night 
with the two sons of Madri. ” 

Thus ends the hundred and sixty-fifth Section in the 
Nivata-Kavacha-yuddha of the VanaParva. 

Section CLXVI. 

( Nivata-Kavacha-yuddha Parva continued . ) 

Vai<;ampayana said. — “Then when the night had been 
spent, Dhananjaya, together with his brothers, paid homage 
* unto Yudhishthira the just, And, 0 Bharata, at this moment, 
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proceeding from the celestials there arose mighty and tremen- 
dous sounds of all musical instruments, and the rattling of car- 
wheels, and the tolling of bells. And thereat all the beasts and 
beasts of prey and birds emitted separate cries. And from all 
sides in cars resplendent as the sun, hosts of Gandharbas and 
Apsaras began to follow that repressor of foes, the lord of the 
celestials. And ascending a car yoked with steeds, decorated 
with burnished gold, and roaring like clouds, that king of the 
celestials, Purandara, blazing in beauty came unto the Parthas. 
And having arrived (at that place), he of a thousand eyes 
descended from his car. And soon as Yudhishthira the just saw 
that high-souled one, he together with his brothers, approach- 
ed that graceful king of the immortals. And in accordance 
with the ordinance that generous one duly worshipped him 
of immeasurable soul, in consonance with his dignity. And 
then Dhananjaya possessed of prowess, having bowed down 
unto Purandara, stood before the lord of the celestials in 
humble guise, like unto a servant. And seeing the sinless 
Dananjaya having ascetic merit, bearing clotted hair, stand 
ia humility before the lord of celestials, Yudhishthira the son 
of Kunti, of great energy, smelt (the crown) of his head. And 
beholding F&lguna (in that attitude) he was exceedingly glad ; 
and by worshipping the king of the celestials, he experi- 
enced the highest bliss. Then unto that strong-minded mon- 
arch, swimming in felicity, the intelligent lord of the celes- 
tials, Purandara, spake, saying, — ‘Thou shalt rule the earth, 
O Pandava. Blessed be thou ! Do thou, O Kunti’s son, again 
repair unto Kamyaka/ 

“ That learned man who for a year leading the Brahma- 
charya mode of life, subduing his senses and observing vows, 
peruseth with rapt attention this meeting of Sakra with the 
Pandavas, liveth an hundred years free from disturbances, 
and enjoying happiness. ” 

Thus ends the hundred and sixty-sixth Section in the 
Niv&ta-Kavacha-yuddha of the VanaParva, 



Section CLXVIL 

( Nivata-Kavacha-yuddha Parva continued . ) 

Vai^ampayana continued. — “When Sakra had gone to his 
proper place, Vibhatsu together with his brothers and Krishna, 
paid homage unto the son of Dharma. Then smelling the 
crown of the head of that Pandava, who was thus paying 
homage, (Yudhishthira) in accents faltering on account of joy, 
addressed Arjuna, saying, — *0 Arjuna, how hast thou passed 
this period in heaven ? And how hast thou obtained the 
weapons, — and how also hast thou gratified the lord of the 
celestials ? And, O Pandava, hast thou adequately secured 
the weapons ? Have the lord of the celestials and Rudra 
gladly granted thee the weapons ? And how hast thou beheld 
the divine Sakra, and the wilder of Pinaka ? And how hast 
thou obtained the weapons ? And in what manner didst thou 
worship (them) ? And what service hadst thou done unto 
that repressor of foes, the worshipful one of an hundred 
sacrifices, that he had said unto thee, — By thee have I been 
gratified — ? All this, O highly effulgent one, I wish to heaar 
in detail. And, O sinless one, the manner in which thou 
didst please Mahadeva and the king of the celestials and, 
O repressor of foes, the service thou hadst done to the 
wielder of the thunderbolt, — do thou, O Dhananyaya, relate 
all this in detail.’ 

“ Arjuna said, — *0 mighty monarch, listen how I duly be- 
held him of an hundred sacrifices and the divine Sankara also* 

0 grinder of foes, O king, having acquired that science which 
thou hadst directed me (to learn), I at thy command went 
to the forest, for practising penances. From K&myaka re- 
pairing to the Bhrigutunga, I spent there one night, being en- 
gaged in austerities. And it came to pass that on the next day 

1 saw a certain Brahmana. And he asked me, saying, — O son 
of Kunti, whither wilt thou go ? — Thereupon, O descendant of 
the Kurus, I truly related unto him everything. And, O best 
of kings, having heard the true account, the Brahmana became 
well-pleased with me, and, OJung, praised me. Then, O 
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Bharata, pleased with me, he said, — 0 Bharata, be thou 
engaged in austerities. By performing penances, thou wilt in 
a short time behold the lord of the celestials. — And according 
to his advice, I ascended the Himavan, and, O mighty' king, 
began to practise penances, (the first) month subsisting on fruits 
and roots. I spent the second month, subsisting on water. And, 
O Pandava, in the third month I totally abstained from food. 
And in the fourth month I remained with upraised arms. 
And a wonder it is that I did not lose any strength. And it 
came to pass that when the first day of the fifth month had 
been spent, there appeared before me a being wearing the form 
of a boar, turning up the earth with his mouth, stamping at the 
ground with his feet, rubbing the earth with his breast, 
and momentarily going about in a frightful manner. And 
him followed a great being in the guise of a hunter fur- 
nished with the bow, arrows, and the sword, and surround- 
ed by females. Thereupon, taking my bow and the two 
inexhaustible quivers, I pierced with shafts that terrible 
and frightful creature. And simultaneously (with me) that 
hunter also drawing a strong bow, more seveiely struck at 
(the animal), as if shaking my mind. And, O king, he also 
said unto one, — Why hast thou, transgressing the rules of 
hunting, hit the animal first hit at by me ? With these 
sharpened shafts will I destroy thy pride. Stay ! — Thefc that 
mighty-bodied one holding the bow rushed at me. And 
with volleys of mighty shafts, he covered me entirely, 
even as a cloud covereth a mountain with showers. Then, 
on my part, I covered him with a mighty discharge of 
arrows. Thereupon, with steady arrows having their points 
aflame, and inspired with Mantras, I pierced him even as 
(Indra) riveth a mountain with a thunder-bolt. Then his 
person begaa to be multiplied an hundred fold and a thousand 
fold. At this, I pierced ail his bodies with shafts. Then 
again all those forms became one, O Bharata. Thereat I 
struck at it. Next, he now assumed a small body with 
a huge head, and now a huge body with a small head. 
And, O king, he then assumed his former person, and 
approached me for fight, And, 0 foremost of the Bharata 
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race, when in the encounter I failed to overwhelm him with 
arrows, I fixed the mighty weapon of the wind-god. But I 
failed to discharge it at him, and this was a wonder. And 
when that weapon thus failed of effect, I was struck with 
amazement. However, O king, exerting myself more vigor- 
ously, I again covered that being with a mighty multitude of 
shafts. Then taking Sthunakarna, and Varuna, and Salava, 
and Agmavarsha weapons, I assailed him, profusely shower- 
ing shafts. But, O king, he instantly sallowed up even all 
these weapons of mine. And when all those (weapons) had 
been swallowed up, I discharged the weapon presided over by 
Brahma. And then the blazing arrows issuing from that 
weapon were heaped upon him all around, and being thus 
heaped over by that mighty weapon discharged by me, he in- 
creased (in bulk). Then all the world became oppressed with 
the energy begot of the weapon hurled by me, and the firma- 
ment and all the points of the sky became illumined. But 
that one of mighty energy instantly baffled even that weapon. 
And, O monarch, when that weapon presided over by Brahma 
had been baffled, I was possessed with terrible fear. There- 
upon immediatelly holding even my bow and the two in- 
exhaustible quivers, I shot at that being, but he swallowed up 
all those weapons. And when all the weapons had been baffled 
and swallowed up, there ensued a wrestling between him 
and myself. And we encountered each other first with blows 
and then with slaps. But incapable of overcoming that 
being, I fell down stupified on the ground. Thereupon, 0 mighty 
king, with a laugh, that wonderful being at my sight vanish- 
ed at that spot together with the women. Having accom- 
plished this, O illustrious monarch, that divine one assumed 
another and unearthly form, (clad in) wonderful raiment. And 
renouncing the form of a hunter, that divine lord of the 
gods, resumed his own unearthly appearance, and that mighty 
god stood (there). Then appeared before me with Uma that 
manifest divine one, having the bull for his mark, weilding the 
Pinaka, bearing serpents, and capable of assuming many forms. 
And, O repressor of foes, advancing towards me, standing even 
then in the field ready for conflict, that wielder of the trident 
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addressed me, saying, — I am well-pleased with thee.— Then 
that divine one held up my bow and the couple of quivers fur- 
nished with inexhaustible shafts, and returned them xm+ 
■to me, saying, — Do thou ask some boon, O Kunti’s son. I 
«am well-pleased with thee. Tell me, what I shall do for thee. 
And, O hero, express the desire that dwelleth in thy heart. 
I will grant it. Except immortality alone, tell me as to the 
desire that is in thy heart. — Thereat with my mind intent on 
the acquisition of arms, I inly bowed down unto Siva, and 
said, — O divine one, if thou beest favorably disposed towards 
me, then I wish to have this boon, — I wish to learn all the wea- 
pons that are with thy god-head. — Then the god Tramvaka said 
unto me, — I will give. O Pandava, my own weapon Raudra 
shall attend upon thee. — Thereupon, Mahadeva well-pleased, 
granted unto me the mighty weapon, P&gupata. And having 
granted that eternal weapon, he also said unto me, — This 
must never be burled at mortals. If discharged at any person 
of small energy, it would consume the universe. Shouldst thou 
(at any time) be hard pressed, thou mayst discharge it. And, 
when all tby weapons have been completely baffled, thou 
mayst hurl it. — Then when he having the bull for his mark 
had been thus gratified, there stood manifest by my side that 
celestial weapon, of resistless force, capable of baffling all 
weapons, and destructive of foes, and the hewer of hostile 
forces, and unrivalled, and difficult to be borne even by the celes- 
tials, the demons, and the Rakshasas. Then at the command 
of that god, I sat me down there. And in my very sight the 
god vanished from the spot.’ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and sixty-seventh Section in the 
Nivata-Kavacha-yuddha in the Yana Parva. 


Section CLXVIII. 

( Nivata-Kavacha-yuddha Parva continued . ) 

“ Arjuna said, — ‘O Bharata, by the grace of that god of 
gods, the Supreme Soul — Tramvaka — I passed the night at 
that place, And having passed the night, when I had finished 
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the moraing rituals, I saw that foremost of the Br&hmanas 
whom I had seen before, And unto him I told all as it had 
happened, O Bharata, — namely, that I had met the divine 
MahAdeva. Thereupon, 0 king of kings, well-pleased, he said un- 
to me, — Since thou hast beheld the great god, incapable of be- 
ing beheld by any one else, soon wilt thou mix with Vaivaswata 
and the other Lokpalas, and the lord of the celestials ; and 
Indra too will grant thee weapons. — O king, having said this 
unto me, and having embraced me again and again, that Brah- 
mana, resembling the Sun, went away whither he listed. And, 
O slayer of foes, it came to pass that on the evening of that 
day, refreshing the whole world, there began to blow a 
pure breeze. And in my vicinity, on the base of the HimA- 
laya mountain, fresh, fragrant, and fair flowers began to 
bloom. And on all sides there was heard charming symphony 
and captivating hymns relating to Indra. And before the lord 
of the celestials, hosts of Apsaras and Gandharbas chaunted 
various songs. And, ascending celestial cars, there approached 
Ahe Maruts, and the followers of Mahendra, and the dwellers 
of heaven. And afterwards, Marutvan, together with Sachi 
and all the celestials, appeared on the scene, in cars yoked with 
horses elegantly adorned. And at this very moment, O king, he 
that goeth about on the shoulders of men, manifested himself 
unto me, in excellent grace. And I saw Yama seated on the 
south, — and Yaruna and the lord of the celestials at their 
respective regions. And, O foremost of men, O mighty mon- 
arch, they, after having cheered me, said, — O Savyasacliin, 
behold us — the Lokpalas — seated. In order to the perform-* 
ance of the task of the gods, thou hast obtained a sight of 
Sankara. Do thou now receive weapons from us, seated 
around. — Thereupon, O lord, having bowed down unto those 
foremost of the celestials, with regard, I duly accepted those 
mighty weapons. And then they recognised me as one of 
their own* Afterwards the gods repaired to the quarter from 
whence they had come. And that lord of the celestials, the 
divine MaghavAn too, having ascended his glorious chariot, 
said, — O Pbalguna, thou shalt have to repair unto the celes- 
tial regions, 0 Dhananjaya, even before this thy arrival*- 
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1 had known that thou wouldst come hither. Then have I, O 
best of the Bharatas, manifested myself unto thee. As for- 
merly thou hadst performed thy ablutions in the various tir~ 
thaa , and now hadst performed severe austerities, so thou wilt) 
be able to repair unto the celestial regions, O Pandava. Thou 
wilt, however, again have to practise extreme penances, for thou 
shouldst at any rate sojourn to heaven. And at my com- 
mand, Matali shall take thee to the celestial regions. Thou 
hast already been recognised by the celestials, and the celes- 
tial sages of high souls. — Thereupon I said unto Sakra, — O 
divine one, be thon favorable unto me. With the view of 
learning arms, do I beesech thee that thou mavst be my 
preceptor. — At this, Indra said, — O child, having learnt wea- 
pons, thou wouldst perform terrible deeds, — and with this 
object, thou desirest to obtain the weapons. However, obtain 
thou the p-rms, as thou desirest. — Then, I said, — O slayer of 
foes, I never would discharge these celestial weapons at mortals, 
except when all my other arms should have been baffled. Da 
thou, O lord of the celestials, grant me the celestial weapons, 
/-(so that) I may hereafter obtain the regions attainatye by 

C Warriors. — Indra said, — O Dhananjaya, it is to try thee that I 
ave said such words unto thee. Having been begot of me, 
this speech of thine well becometh thee. Do thou^O Bharat a?,, 
repairing unto my abode, learn all the weapons of -Vayu, of 
Agni, of the Vasus, of Varuna, of the Maruts, of the Saddhas, of 
Brahma, of the Gandharbas, of the Uragas, of the Rakshasas, 
of Vishnu, and of the Nairitas ; and also all the weapons 
that are with me, O perpetuator of the Kuru race. — Having* 
said this unto me, Sackra vanished at the very spot. — Then, O 
king, I saw the wonderful, and sacred celestial car yoked with 
steeds, arrive, conducted by Matali. And when the Lokapalas- 
had gone away, Matali said unto me, — O thou of mighty 
splendour, the lord of the celestials is desirous of seeing thee. 
And, O mighty-armed one, do thou acquire competence, and 
then perform thy task. Come and behold the regions attainable 
by merit, and come unto heaven even in this frame. O 
Bharata, the thousand-eyed lord of the celestials, wisheth to 
see thee. — Thus addressed by Matali, I, taking the leave of the 
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mountain Himalaya, and having gone round him, ascended 
that excellent car. And then the exceedingly generous 
Vfatali, versed in equine lore, drove the steeds, gifted with the 
.peed of thought or the wind. And when the chariot began 
.o move, that charioteer looking at my face as I was seated 
teadily, wondered, and said these words,— To-day this appear- 
th unto me strange and unprecedented, that being seated 
1 this celestial car, thou hast not been jerked ever so little. O 
>remost of the Bharata race, I have ever remarked that at the 
rst pull by the steeds, even the lord of the celestials himself 
3teth jerked. But all the while that the car had moved, 
iou hast been sitting unshaken. This appeareth unto me as 
anscending even the power of Sakra. — 

44 ‘Having said this, O Bharata, M&tali soared to the sky, 
d showed me the abodes of the celestials and their palaces, 
len the chariot yoked with steeds coursed upwards. And 
e celestials and the sages began to worship (that car), O 
ime of men. And I saw the regions moving anywhere at will, 
d the splendour also of the highly energetic Gandharbas. 
>sar 5 s, and celestial sages. And Sakra’s charioteer — M&tali 
it once showed me Nandana, and other gardens and groves 
onging to the celestials. Next I beheld Indra’s abode, 
laravati, adorned with jewels, and trees yielding any sort of 
it that is desired. There the Sun doth not shed heat, nor 
h heat or cold or fatigue there affect (one), O king. And, 
reat* monarch, the celestials feel neither sorrow, nor poverty 
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fyas, and the two Aqwins ; and I worshipped them. And 
they conferred their benison on me, granting me strength and 
prowess, and energy, and celebrity, and (skill in) arms, and vic- 
tory in battle. Then, entering that romantic city adored by 
the Gandharbas aud the celestials, with joined hands I stood 
before the thousand-eyed lord of the celestials. Thereupon, that 
best of bestowers gladly offered unto me half of his seat ; and 
VAsava also with regard touched my person. And, O BhArata, 
with the view of acquiring arms and learning weapons, I began 
to dwell in heaven, together with the gods and the Gandhar- 
bas of generous souls. And Viqwavan’s son, Chitrasena, became 
my friend. And he, O king, imparted unto me the entire 
Gandharba (science). And, O monarch, I happily lived in 
Sakra’s abode, well cared for, having all my desires gratified, 
learning weapons, listening to the notes of songs, and the 
clear sounds of musical instruments, and beholding the fore- 
most of Apsaras dance. And without neglecting to study 
the art3, which I learnt properly, my attention was specially 
fixed on the acquisition of arms. And that lord of a thousand 
eyes was pleased with that purpose of mine. Living thus in 
heaven O king, I have passed this period. 

“ ‘And when I had acquired proficiency in weapons, and 
gained his confidence, that one having for his vehicle the 
horse (Uchai$rava), (Indra), patting me on the head with 
^hand, said these words, — Now even the celestials themselves 
cannot conquer thee, — what shall I say of imperfect mortals 
residing on earth ? Thou hast become incomprehensible in 
strength, irrepressible, and incomparable in ftp / ~Then with 
the hair of his body standing on end, he£ accosted ii} n r 
saying, — O hero, in fighting with weapons, i^ne is equal unto 
thee. And, O perpetuator of the Kuru race, thou art ever watch- 
ful, and dexterous, and truthful, and of subdued senses, and 
the protector of the Brahmanas, and adept in weapons, 
and warlike. And, O PArtha, together with (a knowledge of) 
the five modes of using (them), thou hast obtained five and ten 
weapons ; and, therefore, there existeth none who is thy peer. 
And thou hast perfectly learnt the discharge (of those wea- 
pons), and (their) withdrawal, and (their) re-discharge and re- 
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withdrawal, and the prctyaghitya* connected (with them), and 
also their revival, in case of their being baffled. Now, O re- 
pressor of foes, hath the time arrived for thy paying the' 
preceptor's fee. Do thou promise to pay the fee : then I 
shall unfold unto thee what thou wilt have to perform — There- 
at, O king, I said unto the ruler of the celestials, —If it 
be in my £ower t0 do the work, do thou consider it as 
already accomplished by me. — O king, when I had said these 
words, Indra with a smile said unto me, — Nothing is there' 
in the three worlds that is not in thy power (to achieve). 
My enemies, those Danavas, named, Nivata-Kavachas dwell 
in the womb of the ocean. And they number thirty-millions, 
and are notorious, and all of equal forms and strength and 
splendour. Do thou slay them there, O Kunti’s son ; and that 
will be thy preceptor’s fee. — 

“‘Saying this, he gave unto me the highly resplendent celes- 
tial car, conducted by Matali, furnished with hair resembling 
the down of peacocks. And on my head he set this excellent 
diadem. And he gave me ornaments for my body, like i 
own. And he granted unto me the impenetrable mail — Uto 
best of its kind, and easy to the touch ; and fastened uut< the 
Gandiva this durable string. Then I set out, ascending that 
splendid chariot, riding on which in days of yore, the lord of tho 
celestials had vanquished Yali — that son of Virochana. And, 
O ruler of men, startled by the rattling of the car, all the celes- 
tials, approached (there), taking me to be the king of the celes- 
tials. Aud seeing me, they asked, — O Phalguna, — What art 
thou going to do ? — And I told them as it had fallen out,— 
said, — I shall even do this in battle. Ye that are 
highly fortunate, know that I have set out, desirous of 
slaying the Nivata-Kavachas. O sinless ones, do ye bless me. — * 
Thereupon, they began to eulogise me, even as they (eulogise) 
the god Purandara. And they said, — Riding on this car, 
Maghava had conquered in battle Samvara, and Namuchi, 
and Yala, and Vritra, and Prahrada, and Naraka. And mount- 
ed on this car also Maghava had conquered in battle many 

* The power to revive inoffensive beings slain by any weapon. 
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thousands, and millions, and hundreds of millions of Daityas. 
And, 0 Kaunteya, thou also, riding on this car, by thy prowess 
shalt conquer the Nivata Kavachas in conflict, even as did 
the self-possessed MaghavAn in days of yore. And here is the 
best of shells : by this also thou shalt defeat the Danavas. 
And by this it i3 that the high-souled Sakra had conquered 
the worlds. — Saying this, the gods offered (unto me) this 
shell, Devadatta, sprung in the deep ; and I accepted it for the 
sake of victory. And at this moment, the gods fell to extooll- 
ing me. And inorder to be engaged in action, I proceeded to 
the dreadful abode of the Danavas, furnished with the shell, 
the mail, and arrows, and taking my bow/ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and sixty-eighth Section in the 
Nivata-Kavacha-yuddha of the Vana Parva. 

Section CLXIX. 

Nivata-Kavacha-yuddha Parva continued,) 

u Arjuna continued, — ‘Then at places eulogised by the 
Maharshis, I (proceeded, and at length) beheld the ocean — that 
inexhaustible lord of waters. And like unto flowing cliffs were 
seen on it heaving /billows, now meeting together, and now 
rolling away. And there (were seen) all around barks by thous- 
ands filled with gems. And there were seen Timingilas, and 
tortoises, and 2'imitimingilas , and Makaras like unto rocks 
submerged in water. And on all sides round thausands of 
shells sunk in water appeared like stars in the night covered 
by light clouds. And thousands upon thousands of gems were 
floating in heaps, and a violent wind was blowing about in 
whirls, — and this was wonderful to behold. Aud having beheld 
that excellent lord of all waters with powerful tides, I saw at 
a short distance the city of the demons filled with the Danavas. 
And even there, eftsoons entering underneath the earth, Matali 
skilled in guiding the car, sitting fast on the chariot, drove it 
with force ; and he dashed on, frightening that city with the 
rattling of his chariot. And hearing that rattling of the chariot, 
like unto the rumbling of the clouds in the sky, the Danavas, 
thinking me to be the lord of the celestials, became agitated. 
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And thereupon they all, frightened at heart, stood, holding in 
their hands bows, and arrows, and swords, and javelins, and 
axes, and maces, and clubs. Then, having made arrauge- 
ments for the defence of the city, the Danavas, with minds 
alarmed, shut the gates,— so that nothing could be discovered. 
Thereupon, taking my shell, Devadatta, of tremendous roars, 
I again and again winded it, with exceeding cheerfulness* 
And filling all the firmament, those sounds produced echoes. 
Thereat mighty beings were terrified and hid (themselves). 
And then, O Bharata, all of them adorned with ornaments, 
those offspring of Diti — the Nivata-Kavachas — made their 
appearance by thousands, donning on diverse mail, and taking 
in their hands various weapons, and equipped with mighty 
iron javelins and maces and clubs and hatchets and sabres 
and discs and Sataghnis and Bhushundis and variegated 
and ornamented swords. Then, after deliberating much as 
to the course of the car, Matali began to guide the steeds on 
a (piece of) level ground, O foremost of the Bharatas. And 
owing to the swiftness of those fleet coursers conducted by him, 
I could see nothing, — and this was strange. Then the Danavas 
there began to sound thousands of musical instruments dis- 
sonant and of odd shapes. And at those sounds, fishes by 
hundreds and by thousands, like unto hills, having their 
senses bewildered by that noise, fled suddenly. And with 
mighty force flew at me the demons, discharging sharpened 
shafts by hundreds and by thousands. And then, O Bharata, 
there ensued a dreadful conflict between me and the de- 
mons, calculated to extinguish the Nivata-Kavachas. And 
there came to the mighty battle the Devarshis, and the 
Danavarshis, and the Brahmarshis, and the Siddhas. And desir- 
ous of victory, the Munis eulogised me with the same sweet 
speeches that (they had eulogised) Indra with, at the war 
(which took place) for the sake of Tara/ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and sixty-ninth Section in the 
Nivata-Kavacha-yuddha of the Vana Parva. 



Section CLXX. 

( Nivata-Kavacha-yuddha Parva continued.) 

“Aijuna continued, — ‘Then, O Bharata, vehemently rushed 
at me in battle in a body all the Nivata-Kavachas, equipped 
with arms. And obstructing the course of the car, and shouting 
loudly, those mighty charioteers, hemming me in on all sides, 
covered me with showers of shafts. Then other demons of 
mighty prowess, with darts and hatchets in their hands, began 
to throw at me spears and axes. And that mighty discharge 
of darts, with numerous maces and clubs incessantly hurled, 
fell upon my car. And other dreadful and grim-visaged 
smiters among the Nivata-Kavachas, furnished with bows and 
sharpened weapons, ran at me in fight. And in the conflict, 
shooting from the Gkndiva sundry swift arrows coursing straight, 
I pierced each (of them) with ten. And they were driven back 
by those stone-whetted shafts of mine. Then on my steeds 
being swiftly driven by Matali, they began to display various 
movements with the speed of the wind. And being skilfully 
guided by Matali, they began to trample upon the sons of 
Diti. And although the steeds yoked unto that mighty 
chariot numbered hundreds upon hundreds, yet being deftly 
conducted by Matali, they began to move, as if they were 
only a few. And by their tread, and by the rattling of the 
chariot- wheels, and by the vollies of my shafts, the D&navas 
began to fall by hundreds. And others accoutred in bows, be- 
ing deprived of life, and having their charioteers slain, were 
carried about by the horses. Then, covering all sides and 
directions, all (the Danavas) skilled in striking, entered into the 
contest with various weapons, — and thereat my mind became 
afflicted. And I witnessed (this instance of) the marvellous 
nrowess of Matali, — viz., — that he guided those fiery steeds 
with ease. Then, O king, in the conflict, with diverse 
wet weapons I pierced by hundreds and by thousands (demons) 
I^Baring arms. And, O slayer of foes, seeing me thus 
ifcnge the field putting forth every exertion, the heroic 
t^arioteer of Sakra was well-pleased, And oppressed by those 

64 



506 


HAH * BH ARjLTA, 


steeds and that car, some (of them) met with annihilation^ 
and others desisted from fight ; while (other) Nivata-Kavachas, 
challenged by us in battle, and being harassed with shafts, 
offered opposition unto me, by (discharging) mighty showers of 
arrows. Thereupon, with hundreds and thousands of sundry 
fleet weapons inspired with the Mantras relating to Brahma’s 
weapon, I swifty began to burn them. And being sore press- 
ed by me, those mighty Asuras waxing wroth, afflicted me 
together, by pouring torrents of clubs, and darts, and swords. 
Then, O Bharata, I took up that favorite weapon of the lord 
of the celestials, — Maghava by name, prime and of fiery energy. 
And by the energy of that weapon, I cut into a thousand 
pieces the Tomaras , together with the swords, and the tri- 
dents hurled by them. And having cut off their arms, I in 
ire pierced them each with ten shafts. And in the field, arrows 
were shot from the Gandiva, like unto rows of black-bees ; 
and this Matali admired. And their shafts also showered upon 
me ; but those powerful (arrows) I cut off with my shafts. 
Then on being struck, the Nivata-Kavachas again covered me 
on all sides with a mighty shower of arrows. And having 
neutralised the force of the arrows by excellent swift and 
flaming weapons capable of baffling arms, I pierced them by 
thousands. And blood began to flow from their torn frames, 
even as in the rainy season waters run down from the summits 
of mountains. And on being wounded by my fleet and 
straight-coursing shafts of the touch of Indra’s thunder-bolt, 
they became greatly agitated. And their bodies were pierced 
at hundreds of places ; and the force of their arms diminished.. 
Then the Nivata-Kavachas faugh t me by (the help of)' 
illusion/ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and seventieth Section in the 
Nivata-Kavacha-yuddhaof the VanaParva, 


Section CLXXI. 

( Nivata-Kavacha-yuddha Parva continued, ) 

“Arjtma said, — ‘Then with rocks of the proportions of trees, 
there commenced a mighty shower of crags ; and this exercise# 
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me exceedingly. And in that high encounter, I crushed 
(those crags) by swift-speeding showers of arrows, issuing 
from Mahendra’s weapon, like unto the thunder-bolt itselfi 
And when the rocks had been reduced to powder, there was 
generated fire ; and the rocky dust fell like unto masses of 
flames. And when the showers of erags had been repelled, 
there happened near me a mightier shower of water, having 
currents of the proportions of an axle. And falling from? 
the welkin, those thousands of powerful torrents covered the 
entire firmament and the directions and the cardinal points. 
And on account of the pouring of the shower, and ©f the 
blowing of the wind, and of the roaring of the Daityas, no- 
thing conld be perceived. And touching heaven and the 
entire earth, and incessantly falling on the ground, the showers 
bewildered me. Thereupon, I discharged that celestial weapon 
which I had learnt from Indra — even the dreadful and flaming 
Vicjoshana ; and by that the water was dried up. And, O 
Bharata, when the rocky shower had been destroyed, and tho 
watery shower had been dried up, the Danavas began to 
spread illusions of fire and wind. Then by aquous appliances 
I extinguished the flames ; and by a mighty rock-issuing arm* 
resisted the fury of the winds. And when these had been 
repelled, the Danavas, irrepressible in battle, O Bharata, 
simultaneously created various illusions. And there happen- 
ed a tremendous down-erecting shower of rocks and dread- 
ful weapons of fire and wind. And that illusory down- 
pour afflicted me in fight. And then on all sides there 
appeared a dense and thick darkness. And when the world 
had been enveloped in deep and dense darkness, the steeds 
turned away, Matali fell off, and from his hand the golden 
lash fell to the earth. And, O foremost of the Bh&ratas, being 
frightened, he again and again cried, — Where art thou ? — And 
when he had been stupified, a terrible fear possessed, me. And 
then in a hurry, he spake unto me, saying, — O Partha, for the 
sake of nectar, there had taken place a mighty conflict between 
the gods and the demons. I had seen that (encounter), O sinless 
one. And on the occasion of the destruction of Sam vara, there 
had occurred a dreadful and mighty contest. Nevertheless, I 
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bad acted as charioteer to the lord of the celestials. In the sam# 
ray, on the occasion of the slaying of Vritra, the steeds had 
)een conducted by me. And I had also beheld the high and 
errific encounter with Virochana’a son, and, O Pandava, with 
Tala, and with Prahrada, and with others also. In these 
jxceedingly dreadful battles, I had been present ; but, O 
^ndu’s son, never (before) had I lost my senses. Surely, 
be Great-father hath ordained the destruction of all eras- 
ures ; for this battle cannot be for any other purpose than 
he destruction of the universe. — Having heard these words 
f his, pacifying my perturbation by my own effort , — I 
rill destroy the mighty energy of the illusion spread by the 
lanavas — quoth I unto the terrified MatalL — Behold the 
light of my arms, and the power of my weapons and of the 
ow, Gandiva. To-day, even by (the help of) illusion-creating 
rms, will I dispell this deep gloom and also this horrible illu- 
ion of theirs. Do not fear, O charioteer. Pacify thyself. — 
Laving said this, O lord of men, I created for the good of 
he celestials, an illusion of arms capable of bewildering 
1 beings. And when (their) illusion had been dispelled, some 
p the foremost amongst the Asuras, of unrivalled prowess, 
pin spread diverse kinds of illusion. Thereupon, now (the 
>rld) displayed itself, and now it was devoured by darkness ; and 
>w the world disappeared from view, and now it was submerged 
der water. And when it had brightened up, Matali, sitting 
front of the car, with the well-conducted steeds began to 
nge that hair-erecting field. Then the fierce Nivata- 
ivachas assailed me. And finding opportunity, I began to 
id them to the mansion of Tama. Thereupon, in that 
lflict then raging, calculated to annihilate the Nivtta- 
ivachas, on a sudden I could not see the Danavas concealed 
illusion.’ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and seventy-first Section in the 
r&ta-Kavacha-yuddha of the VanaParva. 



Section CLXXII. 

( Nivdta-Kavacha-yuddha Parva continued. ) 

“ Arjuna continued — ‘Remaining invisible, the Daityas be- 
gan to fight by the help of illusion. And I too faught with 
them, resorting to the energy of invisible weapons. And the 
shafts duly discharged from the G&ndiva, began to sever their 
beads at those different places where they were (respectively) 
stationed And thus assailed by me in the conflict, the Niv&ta- 
Kavachas, all on a sudden withdrawing the illusion, entered 
into their own city. And when the Daityas had fled, and when 
all had become visible, I there discovered hundreds and thou- 
sands of the slain. And there I saw by hundreds their shivered 
weapons, and ornaments, and limbs, and mail. And the horses 
could not find room for moving from one pace to another ; and on 
a sudden with a bound, they fell to coursing in the sky. Then 
remaining invisible, the Nivata-Kavachas covered the entire 
welkin with masses of crags. And, O Bharata, other dreadful 
Danavas, entering into the entrails of the earth, took up 
horses’ legs and chariot-wheels. And as I was fighting, they, 
hard besetting my horses, with rocks attacked me together 
with (my) car. And with the crags that had fallen, and with 
others that were falling, the place where I was, seemed to be a 
mountain cavern. And on myself being covered with crags, and 
on the horses being hard pressed, I became sore distressed, — 
and this was marked by Matali. And on seeing me afraid, he 
said unto me, — 0 Arjuna, Arjuna! be thou not afeared : send 
that weapon, the thunder-bolt. — 0 lord of men, hearing those 
words of hiB, I then discharged that favorite weapon of the 
king of the celestials — the dreadful thunder-bolt. And inspiring 
the G&ndiva with mantras, I, aiming at the locality of the crags, 
shot sharpened iron shafts of the touch of the thunder-bolt. 
And sent by the thunder, those adamantine arrows entered into 
all those illusions, and into the midst of those Niv&ta-Kavachas. 
And slaughtered by the vehemence of the thunder, those 
Danavas resembling cliffs, fell to the earth together in masses. 
And entering amongst those D&nav&s that had carried away 
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the steeds of the car into the interior of the earth, the shaftsr 
sent them unto the mansion of Yama. And that quarter was 
completly covered with the Nivata-Kavachas that had been 
killed or baffled, comparable unto cliffs, and lying scattered like 
crags. And then no injury appeared to have been sustained 
either by the horses, or by the car, or by Matali, or by me, — 
and this seemed strange. Then, O king, Matali addressed me 
smiling, — Not in the celestials themselves, O Arjuna, is seen 
the prowess that is seen in thee. — And when the Danava hosts 
had been destroyed, all their females began to bewail in that 
city, like unto cranes in autumn. Then with Matali I entered 
that city, terrifying with the rattling of my car the wives of the 
Nivata-Kavachas. Thereupon, seeing those ten thousand horses 
like unto peacocks (in hue), and also that chariot resembling 
the sun, the women fled in swarms. And like unto (the sounds 
of) rocks falling on a mountain, sounds arose of the (falling) 
ornaments of the terrified dames. (At length), the panic- 
stricken wives of the Daityas entered into their respective 
golden palaces variegated with innumerable jewels. 

“ ‘Beholding that excellent city, superior to the city of the 
celestials themselves, I asked Matali, saying, — Why do not 
the celestials reside in such (a place) ? Surely, this appeareth 
superior to the city of Purandara. — Thereat, M&tali said, — 
In days of yore, O Partha, even this was the city of our lord ol 
the celestials. Afterwards the celestials were driven from hence 
by the Nivata-Kavachas. Having performed the most rigid aus- 
terities, they had gratified the Great, -father and had asked (and 
obtained) the boons, — namely, that they might reside here, and 
that they might be free from danger in wars with the gods. 
Then Sakra addressed the Self-create lord, saying, — Do thou, 
O lord, desirous of our own welfare, do what is proper. — There- 
upon, O Bharata, in this matter the Lord commanded (Indra), 
saying, — O slayer of foes, in another body, even thou shalt 
be (the destroyer of the Danavas). — Then, in order to their 
slaughter, Sakra rendered unto thee those weapons. The gods 
had been unable to slay these, who have been slain by thee. O 
Bharata, in the fullness of time, hadst thou come hither, 
inorder to destroy them ; and thou hast done so. O foremost 
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*>f men, with the object that the demons might be killed, 
Mahendra had conferred on thee the excellent prime energy 
of these weapons. — * 

“ Arjuna continued, — ‘After having destroyed the Danavas* 
and also subdued that city, with Matali I again went to that 
abode of the celestials.* ** 

Thus ends the hundred and seventy-second Section in tho 
Nivftta-Kavacha-yuddha of the Yana Parva. 


Section CLXXIII. 

( Nivata-Kavacha-ynddha Parva continued. ) 

Arjuna continued, — ‘Then while returning, I happened 
*cry a mighty unearthly city, moving at will, and having 
effulgence of fire or the sun. And that city contained 
trees composed of gems, and sweet-voiced feathered 
And furnished with four gates, and gate- ways, and 
that impregnable (city) was inhabited by the Paulomas 
and the Kalakanjas. And it was made of all sorts of jewels, 
and was unearthly, and of wonderful appearance. And it was 
covered with trees of all kinds of gems, bearing fruits and 
flowers. And it contained exceedingly beautiful unearth- 
ly birds. And it always swarmed throughout with cheerful 
Asuras, wearing garlands, and bearing in their hands darts, two- 
edged swords, maces, bows, and clubs. And, O king, on see- 
ing this wonderful city of the Daityas, I asked Matali saying,— 
What is this that looketh so wonderful ? — Thereat, Matali 
replied, — Once on a time a Daitya’s daughter, named Puloma, 
and a mighty female of the Asura order, Kalaka by name, 
practised severe austerities for a thousand celestial years* 
And at the end of their austerities, the Self-create conferred 
on them boons. And O king of kings, they received, these 
boons, — that their offspring might never suffer misfortune ; that 
they might be incapable of being destroyed even by the gods, 
the Rakshasas and the Pannagas ; and that they might obtain a 
highly effulgent and surpassingly fair aerial city, furnished with 
all manner of gems, and invincible even by the celestials, the 
Maharshis, the Yakshas, the Gandharbas, the Pannagas, the 
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Asuras, and the Rakshasas. O best of the Bharatas, this is that 
unearthly aerial city devoid of the celestials, which is moving 
about, having been created for the Kalakeyas, by Brahma him* 
self And this city is furnished with all desirable objects, 
and is unknown to grief or disease. And, O hero, celebrated 
under the name of Hiranyapura, this mighty city is inhabited 
by the Paulomas and the Kalakanjas ; and it is also guarded 
by those mighty Asuras. And, O king, unslayable by any of 
the gods, there they dwell cheerfully, free from anxiety, and 
having all their desires gratified, O foremost of kings. Formerly, 
Brahma had destined their destruction at the hands of mortals. 
Do thou, O Partha, in fight, compass with that weapon — the 
thunder-bolt — thejies traction of the mighty and irrepressible 
Kalakanjas. — ’ 

" Aijuna continued, — ‘O lord of men, learning that they 
were incapable of being destroyed by the celestials and the 
Asuras, I cheerfully said unto Matali, — Do thou speedily re- 
pair into yond city. With weapons, will I compass the anni- 
hilation of the haters of the lord of the celestials. Sure lv 
there exist no wicked haters of the gods who ought 
to be slain by me. — Thereupon, Matali took me to the vicin 
of Hiranyapura, on the celestial chariot yoked with steecU 
And seeing me, those sons of Diti, wearing various kinds ol 
attire and ornaments, and accoutred in mail, flew at me with 
a mighty rush. And those foremost of the Danavas, 
exceeding prowess, in wrath attacked me with arrowy 
and bkallas, and clubs, and two-edged swords, and tomaras . 
Thereat, O king, resorting to my strength of lore, I resist- 
ed that great volley of weapons, by a mighty shower of 
shafts; and also confounded them in conflict by ranging 
around in my car. And being bewildered, the Danavas began 
to push each other down. And having been confounded, 
they rushed at one another. And with flaming arrows, I 
severed their heads by hundreds. And bard pressed by me, the 
offspring of Diti, taking shelter within (their) city, soared 
with it to the firmament, resorting to the illusion proper 
to the Danavas. Thereupon, O son of the Kurus, covering 
the way of the Daityas, with a mighty discharge of shafts X 
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obstructed their course. Then by virtue of the bestowal of 
the boon, the Daityas supported themselves easily on that 
sky-ranging unearthly aerial city, going anywhere at will, # and 
like unto the sun. And now (the city) entered unto the 
earth, and now it rose upwards ; and at one time it went in 
a crooked way, and at another time it submerged into water. 
At this, O repressor of foes, I assailed that mighty city, going 
anywhere at will, and resembling Amaravati. And, O best 
of the Rharatas, I attacked the city containing those sons of 
Diti, with multitudes of shafts, displaying celestial weapons. 
And battered and broken by the straight-coursing iron shafts 
shot by me, that city of the Asuras, O king, fell to the earth. 
And they also, wounded by my iron arrows having the speed 
of the thunder, began, O monarch, to go about, being urged 
by Destiny. Then ascending to the sky, Matali, as if falling 
in front, swiftly descended to the earth, on that chariot 
of solar resplendence. Then, O Bharata, environed me sixty- 
thousand cars belonging to those wrathful ones eager to 
battle with me. And with sharpened shafts graced with 
feathers of the vulture, I destroyed those (cars). At this, 
thinking,— These our hosts are incapable of being vanquished 
by mortals, — they became engaged in the conflict, like unto 
the surges of the sea. Thereupon, I gradually began to fix 
(on th^ string) unearthly weapons. At this, thousands of wea- 
pons (shot) by those wonderfully- warring charioteers, by degrees 
ppposed my unearthly arms, and in the field I saw hundreds 
And thousands of mighty (demons) ranging on their cars, in 
farious manoeuvers. And being furnished with variegated mail, 
and standards, and dinerse ornaments, they delighted my 
mind. And in the conflict I could not afflict them ^>y showers 
of shafts, but they did afflict me. And being afflicted by those 
innumerable ones, equipped in weapons and skilled in fight, I 
was pained in that mighty encounter, and a terrible fear seized 
me. Thereupon, collecting (my energies) in fight, I (bowed 
down) unto that god of gods — Rudra, — and saying, — May wel- 
fare attend on all beings ! — I fixed that mighty weapon, which 
celebrated under the name of Raudra, is the destroyer of all 
foes, Then I beheld a male person having three heads, fresh 

65 



m 


XJLHABHUUTA. 


'eyes, three faces and six arms. And his hair was flaming lik* 
fire or the sun. And, O slayer of foes, for his dress, he had 
mighty serpents, putting out their tongues. And seeing. O’ 
best of the Bharatas, the dreadful and eternal Baudra, 1, 
being free from fear, set it on the Gandiva ; and, bowing 
onto the three-eyed Sarva of immeasurable energy, let go (the 
weapon), with the object of vanquishing those foremost of 
the Danavas, O Bharata. And, O lord of men, soon as it had 
been hurled, there appeared on the scene by thousands forms 
of deer, and of lions, and of tigers, and of bears, and of buffalos, 
and of serpents, and of kine, and of Sarabhas, and of elephants, 
and of apes in multitudes, and of bulls, and of boars, and of 
cats,and of dogs, and of spectres, and of all the Bhurundas, and 
of vultures, and of Gadudas, and of Chamaras, and of leo- 
pards, and of mountains, and of seas, and of celestials, and 
of sages, and of all the Gandharbas, and of ghosts with 
the Yakshas, and of the haters of the gods, (Asuras), and 
©f the Guhyakas in the held, and of the Nairitas, and of 
elephant-mouthed sharks, and of owls, and of beings hav- 
ing the forms of Ashes and horses, and of beings bearing 
swords and various other weapons, and of Rakshasas weilding 
maces and clubs. And on that weapon being hurled, all the 
universe became filled with these as well as many others 
wearing various shapes. And again and again wounded by 
beings of various sights, with (pieces of) flesh, fat, bones, and 
marrow on their persons, — some having three heads, and some, 
four tusks, and some, four mouths, and some, four arms,— 
the Danavas met with destruction. And, then, O Bharata, 
in a moment I slew all those Danavas, with other swarms 
©f arrows, composed of the quintessence of stone, flaming 
like fire or the sun, and possessed of the force of the, 
thunder-bolt. And, seeing them hewn by the Gandiva, and! 
deprived of life, and thrown from the sky, I again bowea 
unto that god — the Destroyer of Tripura. And, seeing those 
adorned with unearthly ornaments, crushed by that weapon-^ 
the Raudra, — the charioteer of the celestials experienced thj 
greatest delight. And having witnessed the accomplish meia 
of that unbearable feat incapable of being achieved even by tl 
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celestials themselves, Matali, the charioteer of Sakra, paid 
homage unto me ; and well-pleased, with joined hands, said 
these words, — The feat that hath been achieved by thee, is 
incapable of being borne even by the gods, nay, — in battle, 
the lord of the celestials himself cannot perform this deed. 
This sky-coursing mighty city incapable of being destroyed 
by the gods and the Asuras hast thou, O hero, crushed 
by thy own prowess and by the energy of thy asceticism* — And 
when that aerial city had been destroyed, and when the Danavas 
also had been slain, their wives, uttering cries of distress, like 
unto Kurari birds, with hair dishevelled, came out of the 
city. And, bewailing for their son* and brothers and fathers, 
they fell on the ground and cried with distressful accents. And 
on being deprived of their lords, they beat their breasts, their 
garlands and ornaments fallen off. And that city of theDanavas 
in appearance like unto the city of the Gandharbas, filled with 
lamentations, and striken with dole and distress, and bereft of 
grace even like unto a lake deprived of (its) elephants, or like 
unto a forest deprived of its trees, and (deprived of its) masters, 
looked no longer beautiful, — but it vanished, like a cloud-con- 
structed city. And when I had accomplished the task, eftsoons 
fromthe field Matali tookme of delighted spirits, unto the abode 
of the lord of the celestials. And having slain those mighty 
Asuras, and destroyed Hiranyapura, and having also killed 
the Nivata-Kavachas, I came unto Indra. And, O exceedingly 
resplendent one, as it had fallen out, Matali related in detail 
unto Devendra that entire achievement of mine. And with the 
Maruts, hearing of the destruction of Hiranyapura, of the neu- 
tralisation of the illusion, and of the slaughter of the highly 
powerful Nivata-Kavachas in fight, the prosperous thousand- 
eyed divine Purandara was well-pleased, and exclaimed, — Well 
done ! Well done ! — And the king of the celestials together 
with the celestials, cheering me again and again, said these 
sweet words,— By thee hath been achieved a feat incapable 
ofbeing achieved by the gods and the Asuras. And, O Partha, 
by slaying my migjity enemies, thou hast paid the preceptor’s 
fee. And, O Dhananjaya, thus in battle shalt thou always 
jrem&in calm, and discharge the weapons unerringly. And 
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there shall not stand thee in fight celestials, and Danavaa 
and Rakshasas, and Yakshas, and Asuras, and Gandharbas, 
and birds, and serpents. And, O Kaunteya, by conquering it 
even by the might of thy arms, Kunti’s son, Yudhishthira, will 
rule the earth . — * 99 

Thus ends the hundred and seventy-third Section in the 
N iv Ata-Kavacha-y uddha of the Yana Parva. 

Section CLXXIV. 

( Nivata-Kavacha-yuddha Parva continued . ) 

u Aijuna continued, — ‘Then firmly confident, the sovereigr 
of the celestials considering me as his own, pertinently said these 
words unto me wounded by cleaving shafts, — All the celestia 
weapons, O Bharata, are with thee, — so no man on earth will b, 
any means be able to overpower thee. And, O son, when thou 
art in the field, Bhishma, and Drona, and Kripa, and Kama 
and Sakuni, together with other Kshetriyas shall not amount 
unto one sixteenth part of thee. — And the lord Maghavar 
granted me this golden garland, and this shell — Devadatta — 
of mighty roars, and also this celestial mail impenetrable anc 
capable of protecting the body. And Indra himself set on m_ 
(head) this diadem. And Sakra presented me these unearthly 
apparel, and unearthly ornaments, elegant and rare. In this 
manner, O king, (duly) honored, I delightfully dwelt in Indra’c 
sacred abode, with the children of the Gandharbas. Then 
well-pleased, Sakra together with the celestials, addressed me 
Baying, — O Arjuna, the time hath come for thy departure; 
thy brothers have thought of thee. — Thus, O Bharata, re- 
membering the dissensions arising from that gambling, did I 
O king, pass these five years in the abode of Indra. Ther 
have I (come and) seen thee surrounded by our brothers or 
the summit of this lower range of the Gandham5dana . 9 

“ Yudhishthira said, — ‘O Dhananjaya, by fortune it is tha 
the weapons have been obtained by thee ; by fortune it is 
that the master of the immortals hath been adored b 
thee, O repressor of foes ; by fortune it is that the divine 
Sthanu together with the goddess had become manifest untc 
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thee, and been gratified by thee in battle, O sinleS* one ; by 
fortune it is that thou hadst met with the Lokapalas, O best 
of the Bharatas ; O Partha, by fortune it is that we have 
prospered; and by fortune it is that thou hast come back. 
To-day I consider as if the entire earth en garlanded with cities 
hath already been conquered, — and as if the sons of Dhrita- 
rashtra have already been subdued. Now, O Bharata, I am 
curious to behold those celestial weapons wherewith thou 
hadst slain the powerful Nivata-Kavachas/ 

“ Thereat Arjuna said, — ‘Tomorrow in the morning thou 
wilt see all the celestial weapons with which I had slain the 
fierce Nivata-Kavachas.* ” 

Vaicjampayana said, — “Thus having related (the facts touch- 
ing) his arrival, Dhananjaya passed that night there, to- 
gether with all his brothers. ” 

Thus ends the hundred and seventy-fourth Section in the 
Nivata-Kavacha-yuddha of the Vana Parva. 


Section CLXXY. 

(Nivdta-Kavacha-yuddha Parva continued .) 

Vai^ampayana continued.— “ And when the night had 
been passed, Yudhishthira the just arose, and together with 
his brothers, performed the necessary duties. He then spake 
unto Arjuna, that delight of his mother, saying, — c O Kaun- 
teya, do thou show (me) those weapons with which thou 
hadst vanquished the Danavas.’ Thereat, O king, the ex- 
ceedingly powerful Dhananjaya, the son of Pandu, duly practis- 
ing extreme purity, showed those weapons, O Bharata, which 
had been given unto him by the celestials. Dhananjaya seated 
on the earth as (his) chariot, which had the mountain for its 
pole, the base of the mountain for its axle, and the cluster 
of beautiful-looking bamboo-trees for its socket-pole look- 
ed resplendent with that celestial armour of great lustre and 
then taking his bow Gandiva and the conchshell given to him 
by the gods, the grandly-looking son of Kunti, of long arms, 
commenced to exhibit those celestial weapons in order. And 
as those celestial weapons had been set, the Earth being op- 
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pressed with the feet (of Arjuna), began to tremble with (its) 
trees; and the rivers and the mighty main became vexed ; and 
the rocks were riven ; and the air was hushed. And the sun 
did not shine ; and fire did not flame ; and by no means did 
the Vedas of the twice-born ones shine. And, O Janame- 
jaya, the creatures peopling the interior of the earth, on 
being afflicted, rose and surrounded the Pandava, trembling 
with joined hands, and contorted countenances. And be* 
ing burnt by those weapons, they besought Dhananjaya 
(for their lives). Then the Brahmarshis, and the Siddhas, 
and the Maharshis, and the mobile beings — all these appeared 
(on the scene). And the foremost Devarshis, and the celes- 
tials, and the Yakshas, and the Rakshas, and the Gandhar- 
bas, and the feathered tribes, and the (other) sky- ranging be- 
ings, — all these appeared (on the scene). And the Great-sire, 
and all the Lokapalas, and the divine Mahadeva, came thither, 
together with their followers. Then, O great king, bearing un- 
earthly variegated blossoms, Vayu (the wind-god) fell to strew- 
ing them around the Pandava. And sent by the celestials, the 
Gandharbas chaunted various ballads ; and, O monarch, hosts of 
the Apsaras danced (there). At such a moment, O king, sent by 
the celestials, Narada arrived (there) and addressed Partha 
in these sweet words, — O Arjuna, Arjuna, do thou not dis- 
charge the celestial weapons. These should never be dis- 
charged when there is no object (to hit). And when there 
is an object (present), they should also by no means be hurled, 
unless one is sore pressed ; for, O son of the Kurus, to dis- 
charge the weapons (without occasion), is fraught with great 
evil. And, O Dhananjaya, being duly kept as thou hast been 
instructed, these powerful weapons will doubtless conduce to 
thy strength, and happiness. But if they are not properly 
kept, they, O Pandava, will become the instrument for the 
destruction of the three worlds. So, thou shouldst not act in 
this way again. O Ajataqatru, thou too wilt behold even 
these weapons, when Partha will use them for grinding (thy) 
enemies in battle/ ” 

Vaigamp&yana continued. — “ Having prevented Partha, the 
immortals with others that had come there, went to the 
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{respective) places whence they had come, O foremost of 
men. And, O Kauravya, after they had all gone, the Panda* 
vas began to dwell pleasantly in that same forest, together 
with Krishna.” 

Thus ends the hundred and seventy-fifth Section in the 
Niv&ta-Kavacha-yuddha of the VanaParva. 


Section CLXXVI. 

( The Ajagara Parva . ) 

Janamejaya said. — “When that prime among heroes, hav- 
ing been accomplished in arms, had returned from the abode 
of the slayer of Yritra, what then did Pritha’s sons do in 
company with the warlike Dhananjaya ? ” 

Vaigampayana said. — “ In company with that hero equal 
unto Indra — Arjuna — those foremost of men sported in the 
pleasure-gardens of the lord of treasures, (situated) in those 
woods on that romantic and excellent mountain. And sur- 
veying those peerless, and various pleasure-grounds filled 
with diverse trees, that chief of men — Kiriti — ever in- 
tent upon arms, ranged at large, bow in hand. And having 
through the grace of king Vait^ravana, obtained a residence, 
those sons of a sovereign cared not for the presperity of men. 
And, O king, that period of their (lives) passed peacefully. 
And having Partha in their company, they spent four years 
there even like a single night. And as the Pandavas lived in 
the wood, these four years) and the former six, numbering ten, 
passed smoothly with them. 

“Then having seated themselves before the king, the ve- 
hement son of the Wind-God, with Jishnu and the heroic 
twins, like unto the lord of the celestials, earnestly addressed 
the king in these beneficial and pleasant words, — ‘It is only 
to render thy promise effectual and to advance thy interests, 
that, O king of the Kurus, forsaking the forest, we do not go 
to slay Sujodhana together with all his followers. Although 
deserving of happiness, yet have we been deprived of happiness. 
And this is the eleventh year that (in this state) we have been 
living (in the forest), And hereafter, deluding that one of evil 
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ind and character, shall we easily live out the period of non- 
scovery. And at they mandate, O monarch, free froom appre- 
snsion, we have been ranging the woods, having relinquished 
lr honor. Having been tempted by our residence in the vici- 
.fcy, they (our enemies) will not believe that we have removed 
) a distant realm. And after having lived there undiscovered 
>r a year, and having wreaked our revenge on that wicked 
ighfc, Sujodhana with his followers, we shall easily root out 
a at meaneast of men, slaying him and regaining our kingdom, 
therefore, O Dharmarija, do thou descend unto the earth. For, 
> king, if we dwell in this region like unto heaven itself, we 
hall forget our sorrows. In that case, O Bharata, thy fame 
ike unto a fragrant flower shall vanish from the mobile and 
he immobile worlds. By gaining that kingdom of the Kuru 
chiefs, thou wilt be able to attain (great glory), and to per- 
form various sacrifices. This that thou art receiving from 
Kuvera, thou wilt, O foremost of men, be able to attain at 
any time. Now, O Bharata, turu thy mind towards the 
punishment and destruction of foes that committed wrongs, 
O king, the wielder of the thunder-bolt himself is incapable 
of standing thy prowess. And intent upon thy welfare, he 
having Suparna for his mark (Krishna), and also the grand- 
son of Sini (Satyaki), never experience pain, even when en- 
gaged in encounter with the gods, O Dharmaraja. And 
(Arjuna) is peerless in strength, and so am I too, O best 
of kings. And as Krishna together with the Yadavas is in- 
tent upon thy welfare, so am I also, O foremost of monarchs, 
and the heroic twins accomplished in war. And encountering 
the enemy, we, having for our main object the attainment by 
thee of wealth and prosperity, will destroy them/ ” 

Vai$ampayana continued. — “ Then having learnt that in- 
tention of theirs, the magnanimous and excellent son of 
Dharma, versed in religion and profit, and of immeasurable 
prowess, went round Va^ravana’s abode. And Yudhishthira 
the just, after bidding adieu unto the palaces, the rivers, 
the lakes, and all the Raksbasas, looked towards the way by 
which (he) had come (there). And then looking at the 
mountain also, the high-souled and pure-minded one besought 
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that best of mountains, saying , — *0 foremost of mountains, 
may I together with my friends, after having finished my 
task, and slain my foes, and regained my kingdom, see thee 
again, carrying on austerities with subdued soul/ — And this 
also he determined on. And in company with his younger 
brothers and the Brahmanas, the lord of the Kurus proceeded 
even along that very road. And Ghatotkacha with his 
followers began to carry them over the mountain cascades. 
And as they started the great sage Lomatja, advising them 
even as a father doth his son, with a cheerful heart, went un- 
to the sacred abode of the dwellers of heaven. Then advised 
also by Arshtishena, those first of men — the Parthas — went 
along beholding romantic tirthas and hermitages, and other 
mighty lakes.” 

Thus ends the hundred and seventy-sixth Section in the 
A j agar a of the Yana Parva. 


Section CLXXYII. 

( Ajagara Parva continued . ) 

Yai^ampayana said. — “ When they had left their happy 
home in the beautiful mountain abounding in cascades, and 
having birds, and the elephants of the eight quarters, and the 
supernatural attendants of Kuvera, (as dwellers there of) all 
happiness forsook those foremost men of Bharata's race. But 
afterwards on beholding Kuvera’s favourite mountain — Kailasa, 
appearing like clouds, the delight of those preeminent heroes of 
the race of Bharata, again became very great. And those fore- 
most of heroic men, equipped with scimitars and bows, proceed- 
ed contentedly, beholding elevations and defiles, and dens of 
lions and craggy causeways and innumerable water-falls and low- 
lands, in different places, as also other great forests inhabited 
by countless deer and birds and elephants. And they came upon 
beautiful wood -lands and rivers and lakes and caves and mount- 
ain caverns ; and these frequently by day and by night became 
the dwelling place of those great men. And having dwelt in all 
sorts of inaccessible places and crossing Kailasa of incon- 
ceivable grandeur they reached the excellent and surpassingly 
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beautiful hermitage of Vrishaparba. Aud meeting with king* 
Vrishaparba and received by him they became free from de- 
pression and then they accurately narrated in detail to Vrisha- 
parba the story of their sojourn in the mountains. And 
having pleasantly passed one night in his sacred abode, 
frequented by gods and Maharshis those great warriors proceed- 
ed smoothly towards the jujube tree called V^ala, and 
took up their quarters there. Then all those magnanimous 
men, having reached the place of Nar&yana, continued to live 
there, bereft of all sorrow, at beholding Kuvera’s favourite 
lake, frequented by gods and Siddhas. And viewing that 
lake, those foremost of men, the sons of Pandu traversed that 
place, renouncing all grief even as immaculate Brahman rishis 
(do) on attaining a habitation in the Nandana gardens. Then 
all those warriors having in due course happily lived at Badari 
for one month, proceeded towards the realm of Suvahu, king 
of the Kiratas, by following the same track by which they had 
come. And crossing the difficult Himalayan regions, and 
the countries of China, Tukhara, Darada and all the climes^ 
of Kulinda, rich in heaps of jewels, those warlike men reached 
the capital of Suvahu. And hearing that those sons and grand- 
sons of kings had all reached his kingdom, Suvahu elated 
with joy, advanced (to meet them). Then the best of the 
Kurus welcomed him also. And meeting with king Suva- 
hu, and being joined by all their charioteers with Visoka 
at their head, aud by their attendants, Indrasena and others 
and also by the superintendents and servants of the kitchen 
they stayed there comfortably for one night. Then taking 
all the chariots and chariot-men, and dismissing Ghatot- 
kacha together with his followers, they next repaired to the 
monarch of mountains in the vicinity of the Yamuna. In 
the midst of that mountain-abounding in water-falls, and 
having grey and orange coloured slopes and summits covered 
nrith a sheet of snow, those warlike men having then'found the 
jreat forest of Vi^akhayupa, like unto the forest of Chaitra- 
atha, and inhabited by wild boars and various kinds of 
leer and birds, made it their home. Addicted to hunting as 
xeir chief occupation, the sons of Pritha peacefully dwell? 
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*11 that forest for one year. There, in a cavern of the mount- 
ain, Vrikodara, with a heart afflicted with distraction and grief 
came across a snake of huge strength, distressed with hungei 
and looking fierce like Death itself. At this crisis Yudhish- 
thira, the best of pious men, became the protector of Vrikodara, 
and he of infinite puissance, extricated Bhima whose whole 
body had been fast griped by the snake with its folds. And 
Ihe twelfth year of their sojourn in forests having arrived, 
those scions of the race of Kuru, blazing in effulgence, and en- 
gaged in asceticism, and always devoted principally to the 
practice of archery, repaired cheerfully from that Chaitraratht 
like forest to the borders of the desert, and desirous of dwell- 
ing by the Sarasvati they went there, and from the banks of 
that river they reached the lake of Dwaitabana. Then, see- 
ing them enter Dwaitabana the dwellers of that place engagec 
in asceticism, religious ordinances, and self- restraining exercis 
es and in deep and devout meditation, and subsisting on thing, 
ground with stone (for want of teeth), having procured grass- 
mats and water -vessels, advanced to meet them. The holy fig 
the rudraksha, the rohitaka, the cane and the jujube, th 
catechu, the sirisa, the bel and the inguda and the karira anc 
pilu and sami trees grew on the banks of the Sarasvati. Wan- 
dering about with contentment in (the vicinity of) the Saras- 
vati which was as it were the home of the celestials, and the 
favourite (resort) of Yakshas and Gandharbas and Mahar 
shis, those sons of kings lived there in happiness. 

Thus ends the hundred and seventy -seventh Section in the 
Ajagara of the Yana Parva. 


Section CLXXVIII. 

(Ajagara Parva continued . ) 

Janamejaya said. — How was it, O sage ! that Bhima, o. 
mighty prowess, and possessing the strength of ten thousand 
elephants, was streiken with panic at (the sight of) that snake 
Thou hast described him, that slayer of his enemies, as dis- 
mayed and availed with fear, even him, who by fighting 
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at the lotus lake (of Kwvera) became the destroyer o£ 
Takshas and Bakshasas and who, in proud defiance, in- 
vited to a single combat, Pulastya’s son, the dispenser of all 
riches. I desire to hear this (from you); great indeed is my 
curiosity. 

Ya^ampayana continued. — O king, having reached king 
Vrishaparva’s hermitage, while those fearful warriors were 
living in various wonderful woods, Vrikodara roaming at 
pleasure, with bow in hand, and armed with a scimitar, found 
that beautiful forest, frequented by gods and Gandharbas. 
And then he beheld (some) lovely spots in the Himalayan 
mountains, frequented by Devarshis and Siddhas, and inhabit- 
ed by hosts of Apsaras, and which resounded here and there 
with (the warbling of) birds — the chakora, the Chalcra - 
baka, the Jibajibaka , the cuckoos and the Bhringaraja, 
and which abounded with shady trees, soft with the touch 
of snow, and pleasing to the eye and mind, and bearing 
perennial fruits and flowers. And he beheld mountain streams 
with waters glistening like the lapis lazuli, and with ten thou- 
sand snow-white ducks and swans and with forests of deodar 
trees forming (as it were) a trap for the clouds; and with tunga 
and kaliyaka forests, interspersed with yellow-sandal trees. 
And he, of mighty strength, in the pursuit of the chase, 
roamed in the level and desert tracts of the mountain, piercing 
his game with unpoisoned arrows. In that forest, the famous 
and mighty Bhimasena, possessing the strength of a hundred 
elephants, killed (many) large wild-boars, with the force (of 
his arms). And endowed with terrible prowess and mighty 
strength, and powerful as the lion or the tiger, and capable 
of resisting a hundred men, and having long arms, and pos- 
sessing the stregth of a hundred elephants, he killed many an- 
telopes and wild boars and buffaloes. And here and there, in 
that forest he pulled out trees by the roots, with great violence, 
and brake them too, causing the earth and the woods and the 
(surrounding) places to resound. And then, shouting and trampl- 
ing on the tops of mountains, and causing the earth to resound- 
with his roars, and striking his arms, and uttering his war- 
cry, and slapping and clapping his hands, Bhimasena, exempt 



VANA PASVAi 


t>2S 

from decay, and ever-proud and without fear, again and again 
leaped about in those woods. And on hearing the shouts of 
Bhimasena, powerful lions and elephants of huge strength 
left their lairs, in fright. And in that same forest, he fearlessly 
strolled about in search of game ; and like the denizens of the 
woods, that most valiant of men, the mighty Bhimasena, wander- 
ed on foot in that forest. And he penetrated the vast forest, 
shouting strange whoops, and terrifying all creatures, en- 
dowed with strength and power. And then being terrified, 
the snakes hid (themselves) in caves, but he overtaking 
them with promptitude, pursued them slowly. Then the 
mighty Bhimasena, like unto the Lord of the Celestials, saw 
a serpent of colossal proportions, lying in one of the mount- 
ain fastnesses and covering the (entire) cave with its body and 
causing ones hair to stand on end (from fright). It had its 
huge body stretched like a hillock, and it possessed gigantic 
strength, and its body was speckled with spots and it had 
a turmeric-like (yellow) colour, and a deep copper coloured 
mouth of the form of a cave supplied with four teeth ; and 
with glaring eyes, it was constantly licking the corners of 
its mouth. And it was the terror of all animated beings and 
it looked like the very image of the Destroyer Yama ; and 
with the hissing noise of its breath it lay as if rebuking 
(an incomer). And seeing Bhima draw so near to him the ser- 
pent, all on a sudden, became greatly enraged, and by the 
two arms, that goat-devouring snake violently seized Bhimasena 
in his gripe. Then, by virtue of the boon that had been re- 
ceived by the serpent, Bhimasena with his body in the ser- 
pent’s gripe, instantly lost all consciousness. Unrivalled by that 
of others, the might of Bhimasena’s arms equalled the might 
of ten thousand elephants combined. But Bhima, of great 
prowess, being thus vanquished by the snake, trembled slowly, 
and was unable to exert himself. And that one of mighty 
arms and of leonine shoulders, though possessed of the 
strength of ten thousand elephants, yet, seized by the snake, 
and overpowered by virtue of the boon, lost all strength. 
He struggled furiously to extricate himself, but did not succeed 
in any wise baffling this (snake)/’ 
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Thus ends the hundred and seventy-eight Section in thfc 
Ajagara of the Vana Parva. 

Section CLXXIX. 

(Ajagara Parva continued .) 

Yai<jampayana continued. — “ And the powerful Bhiinasena, 
having thus come under the power of the snake, thought of 
its mighty and wonderful prowess; and said unto it, — ‘Be 
thou pleased to tell me, O snake, who thou art. And, O 
foremost of reptiles, what wilt thou do with me ? I am 
Bhimasena. the son of Pandu, and next by birth to Yudhish- 
thira the just. And endued as I am with the strength of 
ten thousand elephants, how hast thou been able to over- 
power me ? In fight have been encountered and slain by me 
innumerable mane-bearing lions, and tigers, and buffaloes, 
and elephants. And, O best of serpents, mighty Rakshas, 
and Pi<jachas, and Nagas, are unable to stand the force of 
my arms. Art thou possessed of any magic ; or hast thou 
received any boon, that although exerting myself, I have been 
overcome by thee ? -Now I have been convinced that the* 
strength of men is false, for, O serpent, by thee hath such 
mighty strength of me been baffled.’ ” 

Yaigampayana continued. — “ When the heroic Bhima of 
noble deed had said this, the snake caught him, and coiled 
him all around with his huge body. Having thus subdued that 
mighty-armed one, and freed his plump arms alone, the serpent 
spake these words, — By good fortune it is that, myself 
being hungry, after a long time the gods have to-day destined 
thee for my food ; for life is dear unto every embodied being* 
I should relate unto thee the way in which I have come by 
this snake-form. Hear, O best of the pious, I have fallen 
into this plight on account of the wrath of the Maharshis. 
Now desirous of getting rid of the curse, I will narrate unto 
thee all about it. Thou hast, no doubt, heard of the royal 
sage, Nahusha. He was the son of Ayu, and the perpetuator 
of the line of thy ancestors. Even I am that one. For 
having affronted the Brahmanas I by (virtue of) Agastya's 
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malediction have come by this condition. Thou art my agnate, 
and lovely to behold,— so thou shouldst not be slain by me, — 
yet I shall to-day devour thee ! Do thou behold the dispen- 
sation of Destiny ! And be it a buffalo, or an elephant, none 
coming within my reach at the sixth division of the day, can 
O best of men, escape. And, O best of the Kurus, thou 
hast not been taken by an animal of the lower order, having 
strength alone, — but this (hath been so) by reason only of the 
boon I have received. As I was falling rapidly from Safera's 
throne placed on the front of his palace, I spake unto that 
worshipful sage (Agastya), — Do thoa free me from this curse. 
Thereat filled with compassion, that energetic one said unto 
me, — O king, thou shalt be freed after the lapse of some time. 
Then I fell to the earth (as a snake) ; but my recollection (of 
former life) did not renounce me. And although it be so 
ancient, I still recollect all that was said. And the sage said 
unto me, — That person who conversant with the relation sub- 
sisting between the soul and the supreme Being, shall be able 
to answer the questions put by thee, shall deliver thee. And, 

0 king, taken by thee, strong beings superior to thee, shall 
immediately lose their strength. — I heard these words of those 
compassionate ones, who felt attached unto me. And then 
the Brahmanas vanished. Thus, O highly effulgent one, 
having become a serpent, I, doing exceedingly sinful acts, 
live in unclean hell, in expectation of the (appointed) time. 
The mighty-armed Bhimasena addressed the serpent, saying, — • 

1 am not angry O mighty snake, — nor do I blame myself. 
Since in regard to happiness and misery, men sometimes 
possess the power of bringing and dismisssng them, and 
sometimes do not, — therefore one should not fret one's mind. 
Who can baffle destiny by self-exertion ? I deem destiny to 
be supreme, and self-exertion to be of no avail. Smitten with 
the stroke of Destiny, the prowess of my arms lost, behold 
me to-day fallen unto this condition without palpable cause. 
But to-day I do not so much grieve for my own self being 
slain, as I do for my brothers deprived of their kingdom, and 
exiled into the forest. This Himalaya is inacessible, and 
abounds with the Yakshas and the Rakshas, And searching 
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e about, they will be distracted. And hearing that I havd 
sen killed (my brothers) will forego all exertions, for they 
rm in promise have hitherto been controlled by my harsh 
peech, I being desirous of gaining the kingdom. Or the 
itelligent Arjuna (alone) being versed in every lore, and 
ocapable of being overcome by gods and Eakshas, and 
Jandharbas, will not be afflicted with grief. That mighty- 
,rmed and exceedingly powerful one is able single-handed to 
peedily pull down from his place even the king of the celes- 
tials. What shall I say of the deceitfully gambling son of 
Dhritarashtra detested of all men, and filled with haughtiness 
and ignorance ! And I also grieve for my poor mother affec- 
tionate to her sons, — who is ever solicitous for our greatness 
in a larger measure than is attained by our enemies. O 
serpent, the desires that forlorn one had in me will all be 
fruitless in consequence of my destruction. And gifted with 
manliness, the twins — Nakula and Sahadeva — following their 
elder brother (me), and always protected by the strength of 
my arms, will owing to my destruction be depressed, and be f 
deprived of their prowess, and be striken with grief. This 
is what I think. In this way Vrikodara lamented profusely. 
And being bound by the body of the snake, he could not exert 
himself. 

“On the other hand, Kunti’s son Yudhishthira, (see- 
ing) and reflecting on dreadful ill omens, became alarmed. 
Terrified by the blaze of the points of the horizon, jackals 
stationing themselves on the right of that hermitage, set 
up frightful and inauspicious yells. And ugly Yartikas 
of dreadful sight, having one wing, one eye, and one 
leg, were seen to vomit blood, facing the sun. And 
wind began to blow dryly, and violently, attracting 
grits. And to the right all the beasts and birds began to 
cry. And in the rear, the black crows cried,—' 'Go !’ Go l* 
And momentarily his (Yudhishthira’s) right arm began to 
twitch, and his chest and left leg, shook (of themselves). 
And indicating evil his left eye contracted spasmodicelly. 
Thereupon O Bharata, the intelligent Yudhishthira the just, 
inferring some great danger (to be imminent), asked Draupadi, 
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•tying,— Where is Bhima/ Thereat Panchali said that Vriko- 
dart had long gone out. Hearing this, that mighty-armed 
king set out with Dhaumya, after having said unto Dhanan- 
jaya. ‘Thou shouldst protect Draupadi.’ And, he also direct- 
ed Nakula and Sahadava to protect the Brahmanas. And 
issuing from the hermitage, that lord, Kunti’s son, following 
the footprints of Bhimasena, began to search for him in that 
mighty forest. And on coming to the east, he found mighty 
leaders of elephant-herds (slain), and saw the earth marked 
with Bhima's (foot) prints. Then seeing thousands of deer, 
and hundreds of lions lying in the forest, the king ascertain- 
ed his eourse. And on the way were scattered trees pulled 
down by the wind caused by the thighs of that hero endued 
with the speed of the wind, as he rushed after the deer. And 
proceeding guided by those marks, to a spot filled with dry 
winds, and abounding in leafless vegetables, and brackish, and 
devoid of water, and covered with thorny plants, and scattered 
over with gravel, stumps and shrubs, and difficult of access 
and uneven, and dangerous, he saw in a mountain-cavern his 
younger brother motionless, caught in the folds of that fore- 
most of snakes. ” 

Thus ends the hundred and seventy-ninth Section in the 
Ajagara of the Vana Parva. 

Section CLXXX. 

( Ajagara Parva continued . ) 

Vai<jampayana continued. — “ Yudhishthira finding his be- 
loved brother coiled by the body of the serpent, said these 
words, — ‘O son of Kunti, how hast thou come by this mis- 
fortune ! And who is this best of serpents, having a body 
like unto a mountain mass V Bhimasena said, — ‘O worshipful 
one, this mighty being hath caught me for food ! He is the 
royal sage Nahusha living in the form of a serpent/ Yudhish- 
thira said, — ‘O long-lived one, do thou free my brother of 
immeasurable prowess : we will give thee some other food, 
which will appease thy hunger/ The serpent said, — ‘I have 
got for diet even this son of a king, come to my mouth, of 
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himself. Do thou go away. Thou shouldst not stay here. 
(If thou remainest here) thou too shalt be my fare tomorrow* 
O mighty-armed one, this is ordained in respect of me, 
that he that cometh unto my place, becometh my food, and 
thou too art in my quarter. After a long time have I got thy 
younger brother as my food ; I will not let him off ; neither 
do 1 like to have any other (food).* Thereat Yudhishthira 
said, — ‘0 serpent, whether thou art a god, or a demon, or an 
Uraga , do thou tell me truly, it is Yudhishthira that asketh 
thee ! Wherefore, O snake, hast thou taken Bhimasena ? By 
obtaining which, or by knowing what, wilt thou receive satis- 
faction, O snake ! And what food shall I give thee ? And how 
mayst thou free him V The serpent said, — £ 0 sinless one, I 
was thy ancestor, the son of Ayu, and fifth in descent from 
the Moon. And I was a king celebrated under the name of 
Nahusa. And by sacrifices and asceticism and study of 
the Vedas and self-restraint and prowess, I had acquired a per- 
manent dominion over the three worlds. And when I had ob- 
tained such dominion, haughtiness possessed me. And thous- 
ands of Brahmanas were engaged in carrying my chair. And 
intoxicated by supremacy, I insulted those Brahmanas. And, O 
lord of the earth, by Agastya have I been reduced to this pass ! 
Yet, O Pandava, to this day the memory (of my former birth) 
hath not forsaken me ! And, O king, even by the favor of 
that high-souled Agastya, during the sixth division of the 
day have I got for meal thy younger brother. Neither will I 
set him free, nor do I wish for any other food. But if to-day 
thou answerest the questions put by me, then, I shall deliver 
thy brother Vrikodara 1* At this, Yudhishthira said, — ‘O ser- 
pent, ask whatever thou listest ! I shall, if I can, answer thy 
questions with the view of gratifying thee, O snake ! Thou 
knowest fully what should be known by Brahmanas. There- 
fore, O king of snakes, hearing (thee) I shall answer thy 
queries !’ 

“The serpent said, — *0 Yudhishthira, say, — Who is a 
Brahmana, and what should be known ? By thy speech I 
ittfer thee to he highly intelligent/ 

“Yudhishthira said,— ‘0 foremost of serpents, he, it ia 
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Inserted by the wise, in whom are seen truth, charity, forgive *» 
ness, good conduct, benevolence, observance of the rites of hia> 
order and mercy, is a Brahmana. And, O serpent, that which 
should be known is even the supreme Brahm, in which ia 
neither happiness nor misery, — and attaining which, (beings) 
are not affected with misery. And what is thy opinion V 

“The serpent said, — ‘O Yudhishthira, truth, charity, for- 
giveness, benevolence, benignity, kindness, and the Veda*, 
which worketh the benefit of the four orders, which is the 
authority in matters of religion, and which is true, are seen 
even in the Sudra. As regards the object to be known, and 
which thou allegest is without both happiness andmisery, I da 
not see any such that is devoid of these.* 

“ Yudhishthira said, — ‘Those characteristics that are pre«* 
sent in a Sudra, do not exist in a Brahmana ; nor do those that 
are in a Brahmana"exist in a Sudra. And a Sudra is not a Sudra. 
by birth alone,— nor a Brahmana, a Brahmana by birth- alone. 
He, it is said by the wise, in whom are seen those virtues, ia 
a Brahmana. And people term him a Sudra in whom those 
qualities do not exist, (even though he be a Brahmana by 
birth). And, again, as for thy assertion that the object to be 
known (as asserted by me) doth not exist, because nothing 
exists that is devoid of both (happiness and misery), such in* 
deed is the opinion, O serpent, that nothing exists that is with- 
out (them) both. But as in cold, heat doth not exist, nor in 
heat, cold, so can there not exist an object in which both 
(happiness and misery) cannot exist V 

“ The serpent said, — ‘0 king, if thou recognise' him ao a 
Brahmana by characterestics, then, O long-lived one, the 
distinction of caste becometh futile as long as conduct doth 
not come into play/ 

“ Yudhishthira said, — ‘In human society, O mighty and 
highly intelligent serpent, it is difficult to ascertain one’s caste, 
because of promiscuous intercourse among the four orders.. 
This is my opinion. Men belonging to all* the orders (promis 

* Inasmuch as the rites performed by the Sudras have their origin, 
in the Vedas, ,, 
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cuously) beget offspring upon women of all the orders. An$ 
of men, speech, sexual intercourse, birth and death are com* 
jnon. And to this the Rishis have borne testimony, by using 
at the beginning of a sacrifice, such expressions as of what 
ca$te soever we may he , we celebrate the sacrifice . There- 
fore, those that are wise have asserted that character is the 
chief requisite, and needful. The natal ceremoney of a per- 
son is performed, before division of the umbilical cord. His 
mother then acts as Savitri and his father officiates as priest. 
He is considered as a Sudra as long as he is not initiated 
in the Vedas. Doubts having arisen on this point, O prince 
of serpents, the Svayambhuba Manu has declared, that 
the mixed castes are to be regarded as better than the 
(other) classes, if, having gone through the ceremonies of 
purification, the latter do not comform to the rules of good 
conduct, O excellent snake ! Whosoever now conforms to the 
rules of pure and virtuous conduct, him have I, erenow, 
designated as a Brahmana. The serpent replied , — ‘O Yudhish- 
thira, thou art acquainted with all that is fit to be known, 
and having listened to thy words, how can I (now) eat up 
thy brother Vrikodara l 9 g ” 

Thus ends the hundred and eightieth Section in th# 
Ajagara of the Yana Parva. 

Section CLXXXI. 

( Ajagara-Parva continued .) 

“ Yudhishthira said, — Tn this world, you are so learned in 
the Vedas and Yedangas ; tell me (then), what one should 
do to attain salvation V 

"The serpent replied, — O scion of Bharata’s race, my 
belief is that the man who bestows alms on proper objects, 
speaks kind words, and tells the truth, and abstains from doing 
injury to any creature, goes to heaven.* 

“ Yudhishthira enquired, — 'Which, O snake, is the higher 
of the two, truth or alms-giving ? Tell me also the greater 
or less importance of kind behaviour and of doing injury to no 
creature,* 



u The snake replied,— The relative merits of these virt6es,~ m 
truth, almsgiving, kind speech and abstention from injury to 
any creature, — are known (measured) by their objective gravity 
(utility). Truth is (sometimes) more praiseworthy than some 
acts of charity ; some of the latter again are more commendable 
than true speech. Similary, O mighty king, and lord of the 
earth, abstention from doing injury to any creature is seen 
to be more important than good speech and vice versa . Even 
so it is, O king, depending on effects. And now, if thou hast 
anything else to ask, say it all, I shall enlighten thee !* 
Yudhishthira said, — ‘Tell me, O snake, how the incorporeal 
being’s translation to heaven, its perception by the senses and 
its enjoyment of the immutable fruits of its actions (here 
below), can be comprehended.* The snake replied, — *By his 
own acts, man is seen to attain to one of the three conditions 
of human existence, of heavenly life, or of birth in the lower 
animal kingdom. Among these, the man who is not slothful, 
who injures no one and who is endowed with charity and 
other virtues, goes to heaven, after leaving this world of men. 
By doing the very contrary, 0 king, people are again bora 
as men or as lower animals. O my son, it is particularly 
said in this connection, that the man who is swayed by 
anger and lust and who is given to avarice and malice, falls 
away from his human state and is born again as a lower 
animal, and the lower animals too are ordained to be trans- 
formed into the human state ; and the cow, the horse and 
other animals are observed to attain to even the divine state*, 
O my son, the sentient being, reaping the fruits of his actions, 
thus transmigrates through these conditions ; but the regener- 
ate and wise man, reposes his soul in the everlasting Supreme 
Spirit. The embodied spirit, enchained by Destiny and reap- 

* More literally, the state of the gods. It may appropriately be re- 
marked here that the ordinary Hindu gods, of the post-Yedic period* 
like the gods of Ancient Greece and Italy, were simply a class of super- 
human beings, distinctly contra-distinguished from the Supreme Spirit, 
the paramatman or parabrahma, After death, a virtuous man was 
supposed to be transformed into one of these so-called gods. 
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in g the fruits of its own actions, thus undergoes birth afteif 
birth ; but he that has lost touch of his actions, is conscious 
of the immutable destiny of all born beings.* 

“ Yudhishthira asked, — *0 snake, tell me truly and with* 
out confusion, how that (dissociated) spirit becomes cognisant* 
of sound, touch, form, flavour, and taste. O great-minded 
one, dost tbou not perceive them, simultaneously by the 
senses ? Do thou, O best of snakes, answer all these queries ! w 
The snake replied, — ‘O long-lived one, the thing called Atmant 
(spirit), betaking itself to a corporeal tenement and mani- 
festing itself through the organs of sense, becomes duly 
cognisant of perceptible objects. O prince of Bharata’s race* 
know that the senses, the mind, and the intellect, assisting the 
soul in its perception of objects, are called Karanas. O 
my son, the eternal spirit, going out of its sphere, and 
aided by the mind, acting through the senses, — the recep-* 
tacles of all perceptions — successively perceives these thing® 
(sound, form, flavour & c). O most valiant of men, the mind 
of living creatures is the cause of all perception, and, there- ' 
fore, it cannot be cognisant of more than one thing simul- 
taneously. That "'spirit, O foremost of men, betaking itself 
to the space between the eyebrows, sends the high and 
low intellect to different objects. What the Yogins per- 
ceive after the action of the intelligent principle, by that ia 
manifested the action of the soul/ 

“ Yudhishthira said, — ‘Tell me the distinguishing character- 
istics of the mind and the intellect. The knowledge of it is 
ordained as the chief duty of persons meditating on the 
Supreme Spirit/ 

“The snake replied, — ‘Through illusion, the soul become® 
subservient to the intellect. The intellect, though known to 
be subservient to the soul, becomes (then) the director of the 
latter. The intellect is brought into play by acts of percep- 
tion ; the mind is self-existent. The intellect does not cause 
the sensations (as of pain, pleasure &c), but the mind does. This* 


* This is the well known, and popular doctrine of transmigration of 


souls. 
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iay son, is the difference between the mind and the in- 
tellect. You too are learned in this matter, what is your 
opinion V 

“ Yudhishthira said, — ‘O most intelligent one, you have 
fine intelligenc and you know all that is fit to be known. 
Why do you ask me that question ? You knew all and you 
performed such wonderful deeds and you lived in Heaven. How 
could then illusion overpower you ? Great is my doubt on this 
point/ The snake replied, — ‘Prosperity intoxicates even wise 
and valiant men. Those who live in luxury, (soon) lose their 
reason. So, I too, 0 Yudhishthira, overpowered by the in- 
fatuation of prosperity, have fallen from my high estate, and 
having recovered my self-consciousness, am enlightening thee 
thus ! O victorious king, thou hast done me a good turn. 
By conversing with thy pious seif, my painful curse haa 
been expiated. In days of yore, while I used to sojourn in 
heaven, in a celestial chariot, revelling in my pride, I did not 
think of anything else. I used to exact tribute from Brahmar - 
shis devas* Yakshas, Gandharbas, Rakshasas, Pannagas and 
all other dwellers of the three worlds. O lord of earth, 
such was the spell of my eyes, that on whatever creature, I 
fixed them, I instantly destroyed his power. Thousands 
of Brahmarshis used to draw my chariot. This delinquency, 
O king, was the cause of my fall from my high prosperity. 
Among them, Agastya was one day drawing my conveyance, 
and my feet came in contact with his body ; Agastya then 
pronounced (this curse) on me, in anger, “ Ruin seize thee, 
do thou become a snake.” So, losing my glory, I fell down 
from that excellent car, and while failing, I beheld myself 
turned into a snake, with head downwards. I thus im- 
plored that Brahmana,— May this curse be extinguished, O 
adorable one ! You ought to forgive one who has been so 
foolish from infatuation. — Then he kindly told me this, as I 
was being hurled down (from heaven), — The virtuous king 
Yudhishthira will save thee from this curse, and when, O 

* Commonly, translated as gods ; more properly, celestial beings. See 
note at foot of page, 533. 
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king, this horrible sin of pride will be extinguished (in thee),* 
thou shalt attain salvation. — And I was struck with wonder 
on seeing (this) power of his austere virtues ; and, therefore, 
have I questioned thee about the attributes of the Supreme 
Spirit and of Brahmanas. Truth, charity, self-restraint, pen* 
ance, abstention from doing injury to any creature, and cons- 
tancy in virtue, these, O king, and not his race or family 
connections, are the means, by which a man must always 
secure salvation. May this brother of thine, the mighty 
Bhimasena, meet with good luck, and may happiness abide 
with thee ! I must go to Heaven again/ " 

Vaigampayana continued. — “ So saying, that king — Na- 
husha— quitted his serpentine form, and assuming his celes- 
tial shape he went back to Heaven, and the glorious 
and pious Yudhishthira, too, returned to his hermitage 
with Dhaumya and his brother Bhima. Then the virtu- 
ous Yudhishthira narrated all that, in detail, to the Brah- 
manas who bad assembled (there). On hearing that, his three 
brothers and all the Brahmanas and the renowned Drau* 
padi too were covered with shame. And all those excellent 
Brahmanas desiring the welfare of the Pandavas, admonished 
Bhima for his foolhardiness, telling him not to attempt such 
things again, and the Pandavas too were greatly pleased at 
seeing the mighty Bhima out of danger, and continued to live 
there pleasantly. ” 

Thus ends the hundred and eighty -first Section in the 
Ajagara of the Yana Parva. 


Section C&XXXII. 

(Mdrkandeya-Samdsyd Parva.) 

VaujampAyana said. — “While they were dwellin'” 
very place, there set in the season of the rains. ^ison 
that puts an end to the hot weather and is^ -dl to all 
animated beings. Then the black clouds, r* ^loudly, and 
covering the heavens and the cardinal poinV t Uselessly rained 
during day and night. These clouds counted by hundreds and 
by thousands, and they looked like domes in the rainy seasor 



TANA PAJRVA* 


^Prom the earth disappeared the effulgence of the sun ; ita 
place was taken by the stainless lustre of the lightning ; the 
earth became delightful to all, being overgrown with grass, 
with gnats and reptiles in their joy ; it was bathed with rairif 
and possessed with calm. When the waters had covered allj 
it could not be known whether the subsoil was all even or un- 
even ; — whether there were rivers, or trees, or hills. At the 
end of the hot season, the rivers added a beauty to the woods, 
being themselves full of agitated waters, flowing with greati 
force and resembling serpents in the hissing sounds they 
made. The boars, the stags, and the birds, while the rain 
was falling upon them, began to utter sounds of various 
kinds which could be heard within the forest tracts. The 
ChcitaJcas, the peacocks, and the host of male Kokilas, and 
the excited frogs, all ran about in joy. Thus while the Panda- 
vas were roaming about in deserts and sandy tracts, the happy 
season of rain, so various in aspect and resounding with clouds, 
passed away. Then set in the season of autumn, thronged with 
ganders and cranes, and full of joy; then the forest tracts were 
overrun with grass ; the river- water turned limpid ; the firma- 
ment and stars shone brightly. And the autumn, thronged 
with beasts and birds, was joyous and pleasant for the magnani- 
mous sons of Pandu. Then were seen nights, that were free 
from dust and cool with clouds, and beautified by myriads of 
1 stars, and the moon. And they beheld rivers and 
tied with lilies and white lotuses, full of cool water, 
and pleasant. And while roving by the river Saraswati, whose 
banks resembled the firmament itself and were overgrown with 
canes, and which abounded with sacred baths, their joy was 
great. And those heroes who wielded powerful bows, were 
specially glad to see the pleasant river Saraswati, with ita 
limpid waters full to the brim. And, O Janameja} T a, the 
holiest night, that of the full moon in the month of Kartiks. 
in the season of autmn, was spent by them while dwelling 
there ! And the sons of Pandu, the best of the descendants! 
of Bharata, spent that auspicious juncture with righteous 
and magnanimous saints, devoted to penance. And as soon as 
the dark fortnight set in immediately after, the sons of Pandu 
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entered the forest named the Kamyaka, accompanied bj 
Dhananjaya and their charioteers and cooks.” 

Thus ends the hundred and eighty-second Section in the 
M&rkandeya-SamasyE of the Yana Parva. 

Section CLXXXIIL 

( Markandeya- Samasya Parva continued . ) 

Vai$ampEyana said. — “ O son of Kuru, they, — Yudhish* 
fchira and others, — having reached the forest of Kamy&ka, were 
hospitably received by hosts of saints, and lived together with 
Krishna. And while the sons of Pandu were dwelling in 
lecurity in that place, many Brahmanas came to wait upon 
,hem. And a certain Brahmana said,— -‘He, the beloved 
riend of Arjuna, of powerful arms and possessed of self-control, 
lescendant of Sura, of a lofty intellect, will come ; for, O 
re foremost of the descendants of Kuru, Hari knows that 
si have arrived here. For, Hari has always a longing for 
r our sight, and always seeks your welfare. And Markandeya, 
vho has lived very many years devoted to great austeri- 
ies, given to study and penance, will erelong come and meet 
rith ye/ — And the very moment that he was uttering these 
rords, there was beheld Krishna, coming thitherward upon 
car unto which were yoked the horses Saivya and Sugriva,— 
e the best of those that ride on cars, accompanied by Satya- 
hEma, as Indra by Sachi the daughter of Puloman. And the 
>n of Devaki came, desirous to see those most righteous of 
te descendants of Kuru. And the sagacious Krishna, having 
lighted from the car, prostrated himself, with pleasure in his 
'art, before the virtuous king, in the prescribed way, and also 
sfore Bhima, that foremost of powerful men. And he paid his 
aspects to Dhaumya, while the twin brothers prostrated them- 
slves to him. And he embraced Arjuna of the curly hair ; and 
>oke words of solace to the daughter of Drupada. And the 
Bscedant of the chief of the Dasarha tribe, that chastiser of 
>es, when he saw the beloved Arjuna come near him, having 
ten him after a length of time, clasped him again and again, 
nd sojoo, SatyabUEma also, the beloved coas^rt of Krishna , 
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embraced the daughter of Drupada, the beloved wife of the 
eons of Pindu. Then those sons of Panda, accompanied by 
their wife and priests, paid their respects to Krishna, whose 
eyes resembled the white lotus, and surrounded him on all 
sides. And Krishna, when united with Arjuna the son of 
Pritha, the winner of riches and the terror of the demons, 
assumed a beauty comparable to that of Siva, the raagnani** 
mous lord of all created beings, when he, the mighty lord, is 
united with Karfcikeya (his son). And Arjuna, who bore a 
circlet of crowns on his head, gave an account of what had 
happened to him in the forest, to Krishna, the elder brother of 
Gada. And Arjuna asked, saying, — ‘How is Subhadra, and that 
same Abhimanyu f — And Krishna, the slayer of Madhu, hav- 
ing paid his respects in the prescribed form to the son of 
Pritha, and to the priest, and seating himself with them there, 
spoke to king Yudhishthira, in words of praise. And he said, 
— ‘O king, Virtue is preferable to the winning of kingdoms ; 
it is r in fact, practice of austerities ! By you, who hare 
obeyed with truth and candour what your duty prescribed* 
have been won both this world and that to come ! First 
you have studied, while performing religious duties ; having 
acquired in a suitable way the whole science of arms, having 
won wealth by pursuing the methods prescribed for the mili% 
tary caste, you have celebrated all the time-honored sacri- 
ficial rites. You take no delight in sensual pleasures; you 

do not act, O lord of men, from motives of enjoyment, nor 

do you swerve from virtue from greed of riches ; it ie for thisr, 
you have been named the Virtuous King, O son of Pirthhl 
Having won kingdoms and riches and means of enjoyment?, 
your best delight has been charity and truth and practice 
of austerities, O king, and faith and meditation and for- 
bearance and patience ! When the population of Kuru-j&n- 
gala, beheld Krishna outraged in the assembly hall, who 
but yourself could brook that conduct, O Panda’s son, which 
was so repugnant both to virtue and usage ! No doubt, you 

will, before long, rule over men in a praiseworthy way, all 

your desires being fulfilled. Here are we prepared to chas- 
tise the Kurus, soon as the stipulation made by you is fulljr 
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performed ! '—And Krishna, the foremost of the Dasarh* 
tribe, then said to Dhaumya and B^iima and Yudhishthira, 
and the twins and Krishna, — 'How fortunate that by your 
blessing, Arjuna, the bearer of the coronet, has arrived, after 
having acquired the science of arms I’^-And Krishna, the 
leader of the Dasarha tribe, accompanied by friends, likewise 
apoke to Krishna, the daughter of Yajnasena, saying, — ‘How 
fortunate that you are united, safe and secure, with Arjuna> 
the winner of riches !’ — And Krishna also said, — ‘O Krishna, O 
daughter of Yajnasena, those same sons of yours, are devoted 
to the study of the science of arms, are well-behaved, and 
always conduct themselves on the pattern, O Krishna, of their 
righteous friends ! Your father and your uterine brothers 
proffer them a kingdom and territories ; but the boys find 
no joy in the house of Drupada, or in that of their maternal 
uncles. Safely proceeding to the land of the Anartas, they 
take the greatest delight in the study of the science of 
arms. Your sons enter the town of the Yrishnis and take an 
immediate liking to the people there. And as you would direct 
them to conduct themselves, or as the respected Kunti 
would do, so does Subhadra direct them in a watchful way. 
Perhaps, she is still more careful of them. And, O Krishna, 
as Rukmini’s son is the preceptor of Aniruddha, of Abhi- 
manyu, of Sunitha, and of Bhanu ; so is he the preceptor 
and the refuge of your sons also 1 And prince Abhimanyu, a 
good preceptor, would unceasingly give them lessons in the 
wielding of maces and swords and bucklers, in missiles and 
in the arts of driving cars and of riding horses, — valiant as 
they are. And he, the son of It uk mini, having bestowed a 
very good training upon them, and having taught them the 
art of using various weapons in a proper way, takes satisfac- 
tion at the valorous deeds of your sons, and of Abhimanyu, 
O daughter of Drupada ! And when your sons go out, in 
pursuit of (out door) sports, each one of them is followed 
thither by cars and horses and vehicles and elephants.*— 
And Krishna said to the virtuous king Yudhishtbira, — ‘The 
fighting men of the Dasarha tribe, and the Kukuras, and 
the Andhakas— let these, O . king, place themselves at thy 9 
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fommand — let them perform what thou desirest them* Q 
lord of men, let the army of the tribe of Madhus, (resis&fr 
less) like the wind, with their bows, and led by Bal&rama 
whose weapon is the plough, — let that army, equipped (for 
war), consisting of horsemen and foot soldiers, and horses and 
ears and elephants, prepare to do your bidding, O son of 
Pandu ! Drive Duryodhana, the son of Dhritar&shtra, the 
vilest of sinful men, together with his followers and bis 
frosts of friends, to the path betaken by the lord of Saubha, 
the son of the Garth ! You, O ruler of men, are welcome ta 
stick to that stipulation which was made in the assembly- 
hall, — but let the city of Hastina be made ready for you;, 
when the hostile force has been slain by the soldiers of tha 
Dasarha tribe ! Having roamed at your pleasure in all those 
places where you may desire to go, having got rid of your 
grief and freed from all your sins, — you will reach the city 
of Hastina, — the well-known city situated in the midst of 
a fine territory !* — Then the magnanimous king, having been 
acquainted with these views, thus clearly set forth by Krishna, 
that best of men, and having applauded the same, and having 
deliberated, thus spoke with joined palms unto Ke^ava, — ‘Q 
Ke^ava, no doubt, thou art the refuge of the sons of Pandu ; 
for the sons of Pritha have their protector in thee ! When 
the time will come, there is no doubt that thou wilt do all 
the work just mentioned by thee ; and even more than the 
same ! As promised by us, we will spepd all the twelve years 
in lonely forests. O Ke^ava, having in the prescribed way 
completed the period for living unrecognised, the sons of 
Pandu will take refuge in thee. This should be the intention 
of those that associate with thee, O Krishna ! The sons of 
Pandu swerve not from the path of truth ; for the sons of 
Pritha, with their charity and their piety, with their people 
and their wives, and with their relations, have their protector 
in thee !’ ” 

Vai9ampayana said. — “ 0 descendant of Bharata, while 
Krishna, the descendant of the Yrishnis and the virtuous king, 
were thus talking, there appeared then the saint Markandeya, 
grown grey in the practice of. penance, And he had seen many 
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thousand years of life, was of a pious soul, and devoted to greafc 
austerities. Signs of old age he had none ; and deathless ho 
was, and endued with beauty and generosity and many good 
qualities. And he looked like one only twenty-five years 
old. And when the aged saint, who had seen many thousand 
years of life, came, all the Brahmanas paid their respects to 
him and so did Krishna together with Pindu’s sons. And 
when that wisest saint, thus honored, took his seat in a friendly 
way, Krishna addressed him, in accordance with the views of 
the Brahmanas and of Pandu’s sons, thus, — 

'The sons of Pandu, and the Brahmanas assembled here, 
and the daughter of Drupada, and Satyabhama, likewise my- 
■elf, are all anxious to hear your most excellent words, O 
Markandeya ! Propound to us the holy stories of events of 
bygone times, and the eternal rules of righteous conduct by 
which are guided Kings and Women and Saints !* ” 

Vaigampayana continued. — '‘When they had all taken their 
Seats, Narada also, the divine saint, of purified soul, came 
on a visit to Pandu’s sons. Him also, then, of great soul, 
all those foremost men of superior intellects, honored in the 
prescribed form, by offering water to wash his feet, and the 
well-known oblation, called the Arghya . Then the godlike 
saint Narada, learning that they were about to hear the 
speech of Markandeya, expressed his assent to the arrange- 
ment, And he, the deathless, knowing what would be oppor- 
tune, said smilingly, — ‘ O saint of the Brahmana caste, speak 
what you were about to say unto the sons of Pandu !’— 
Thus addressed, Markandeya, devoted to great austerities, 
replied, * Wait a moment. A great deal will be narrated/ 
Thus addressed, the sons of Pandu, together with those 
twice-born ones, waited a moment ; looking at that great saint* 
(bright) as the mid-day sun.” 

V&igampayana continued.—" Pandu’s son, the king of the 
Kuru tribe, having observed that the great saint was will- 
ing to speak, questioned him, with a view to suggest topics to 
speak upon, saying, ‘You who are ancient (in years), know 
the deeds of gods and demons, and illustrious saints, and of 
nil the royal ones, We consider you as worthy of being wor* 
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flipped and honored ; and we have long yearned after you®, 
company. And here is this son of Devaki, Krishna, who has 
come to us on a visit. Verily, when I look at myself, fallen away 
from happiness, and when I contemplate the sons of Dhrita- 
rashtra, of evil life, flourishing in every way, the idea arises in 
me that it is man who does all acts, good or bad ; and that 
it is he that enjoys the fruit the acts bring forth. How then 
is God the agent ? And, O best of those that are proficient in 
the knowledge of God, how is it that men’s actions follow 
them ? Is it in this world ? Or, is it in some subsequent 
existence ? And, O best of righteous men among the twice- 
born, in what way is an embodied, animated being joined by 
his good and evil deeds that seek him out ? Is it after death ? 
Or, is it in this very world ? And, O descendant of Bhrigu, 
is what we experience in this world the result of the acts of 
this very life ? Or, will the acts of this life bear fruit . in the 
world to come ? And where do the actions of an animated 
being who is dead find their resting place V 

“Markendeya said, — ‘O best of those that can speak, this 
question befits thee, and is just what should be ! Thouknowesfc 
all that there is to know. But thou art asking this question, 
simply for the sake of form. Here I shall answer thee : listen to 
me with an attentive mind as to how in this world and in 
that to come, a man experiencetb happiness and misery. The 
lord of born beings, himself sprung first of all, and created, for 
all embodied beings, bodies which were stainless, pure, and 
obedient to virtuous impulses, 0 wisest of the descendants of 
Kuru ! The ancient men had all their desires fulfilled, were 
given to praise- worthy courses of life, were speakers of truth, 
godly, and pure. All were equal to the gods, could ascend to the 
sky at their pleasure, and could come back again ; and all went 
about at their pleasure. And they had their death and their 
life also under their own control ; and they had few sufferings ; 
had no fear ; and had their wishes fulfilled ; and they were 
free from trouble ; could visit the gods and the magnanimous 
saints ; knew by heart all righteous rules ; were self-controled 
and free from envy. And they lived many thousand years ; 
.and UsA many thousand sons» Then in course of time they 
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came to be restricted to walk solely on the snrface of the 
earth, overpowered by lust and wrath, dependent for sub- 
sistence upon falsehood and trick, overwhelmed by greed 
and senselessness. Then those wicked men, when disembodied, 
on account of their unrighteous and unblessed deeds, went to 
hell in a crooked way. Again and again, they were grilled, and, 
again and again they began to drag their miserable existence 
in this wonderful world. And their desires were unfulfilled, 
their objects unaccomplished, and their knowledge became 
unavailing. And their senses were paralysed and they became 
apprehensive of everything and the cause of other people’s 
sufferings. And they were generally marked by wicked deeds, 
and born in low families, they became wicked and afflicted 
with diseases, and the terror of others. And they became 
short-lived and sinful, and they reaped the fruit of their terri- 
ble deeds. And coveting everything, they became godless and 
indifferent in mind, O son of Kunti ! The destiny of every 
creature after death is determined by his acts in this world. 
Thou hast asked me where this treasure of acts of the sage 
and the ignorant remain, and where they enjoy the fruit of 
their good and evil deeds ! Do thou listen to the regulations 
on this suject ! Man with his subtle original body created by 
God, lays up a great store of virtue and vice. After death he 
quits his frail (outer) body and is immediatelly born again in 
another order of beings. He never remains non-existent 
for a single moment. In his new life, his actions follow 
him invariably as his shadow, and fructifying makes his des- 
tiny happy or miserable. The wise man, by his spiritual in- 
sight, knows all creatures to be bound to an immutable des- 
tiny by the destroyer, and incapable of resisting the fruition 
of his actions in good or evil fortune. This, O Yudhishthira, 
is the doom of all creatures steeped in spiritual ignorance. 
Do thou now hear of the perfect way attained by men of high 
spiritual perception ! Such men are of high ascetic virtue, 
and are versed in all profane and holy writ, deligent in 
performing their religious obligations, and addicted to truth* 
And they pay due homage to their preceptors and superiors 
&nd practise Yoga , are forgiving, continent, and energetic, and 
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l&ms-born, and are generally endowed with every virtue. By 
the conquest of the passions, they are subdued in mind, by 
practising yoga they become free from disease, and from the 
absence of fear and sorrow, they are not troubled (in mind). 
In course of birth, mature or immature, or while ensconced in 
the womb, in every condition, they, with spiritual eyes, 
recognize the relation of their souls to the supreme Spirits 
Those great-minded Rishis, of positive and intuitive know* 
ledge, passing through this arena of actions, return again to 
the abode of the celestials. Men, O king, attain what) 
they have, in consequence of the grace of the gods, of Des- 
tiny, or of their own actions. Do thou not think otherwise. 
O Yudhishthira, I regard that as the highest good which ia 
regarded so in this world. Some attain happiness in thia 
world, but not in the next ; others do so in the next, but) 
not in this. Some, again, attain happiness in this as well aa 
in the next world ; and others neither here nor in the next) 
world. Those that have immense wealth, shine every day with 
well-decorated persons. O slayer of mighty foes, being ad- 
dicted to carnal pleasures, they enjoy happiness only in thia 
world, but not in the next. But those who are engaged ia 
spiritual meditation and the study of the Vedas, who are 
diligent in asceticism, and who impair the vigor of their bodies 
by performing their duties, who have subdued their passions, 
and who refrain from killing any animated being, those men, 
O slayer of thy enemies, attain happiness in the next world, 
but not in this ! Those who first live a pious life, and virtu- 
ously acquire wealth in due time, and then marry and perform 
sacrifices, attain bliss both in this and the next world. Those 
foolish, men again who do not acquire knowledge, nor are 
engaged in asceticism or charity or increasing their species ; 
or in encompassing the pleasures and enjoyments of this world, 
attain bliss neither in this nor in the next world. But all of 
ye are proficient in knowledge and possessed of great power 
and strength and celestial vigor. For the extermination (of 
the wicked) and for serving the purposes of the gods, ye 
have come from the other world and have taken your births in 
this ! Ye, who are so valiant, and engaged in asceticism, self* 
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restraining exercises, and religions ordinances, and fond of 
exertion, after having performed great deeds and gratified the 
gods and ffishis and the Pitris, ye will at last in due course 
attain hy your own acts the Supreme region — the abode of 
all virtuous men ! © ornament of Kuru’s race, may no doubts 
cross thy mind on account of these thy sufferings, for this 
affliction is for thy good !’ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and eighty-third Section in the 
Markandeya-Samiisy§, of the Yana Parva, 


Section CLXXXIV. 

( Markandeya- Samdsy a Parva continued . ) 

Va^ampayana continued. — “ Then the sons of Pandu said 
to the high-souled Markandeya, — ‘We long to hear of the 
greatness of the Brahmanas ; do thou tell us of it V Thus 
asked, the revered Markandeya, of austere virtue and high 
Bpiritual energy, and proficient in all departments of know- 
ledge, replied, — *A strong-limbed, handsome young prince of 
the race of the Haihayas, a conqueror of hostile cities, (once) 
went out hunting. And (while) roaming in the wilderness of 
big trees and thickets of grass, he descried, at no great dis- 
tance from him, a Muni with the skin of a black antelope 
for his upper garment, and killed him for a deer. Pained 
at what he had done, and his senses paralysed with grief, 
he repaired to the presence of the more distinguished of the 
Haihaya chiefs. The lotus-eyed prince related to them the par- 
ticulars. On hearing the account, 0 my son, and beholding 
the body of the Muni who subsisted on fruits and roots, they 
were sorely afflicted in mind. And they all set out enquiring 
here and there as they proceeded, as to whose son the Muni 
might be. And they soon after reached the hermitage of 
Arishtanemi, son of Kasyapa. And saluting that great Muni , 
bo constant in austerity, they^l remained standing, while the 
Muni , on his part, busied himself about their reception. 
And they said unto the illustrious Muni , — By a freak of 
destiny, we have ceased to merit thy welcome : indeed, we 
have . killed a Brahmana !— And the regenerate RUh% said 
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to them, — How hath a Brahmana come to be killed by ye, and 
say where may he be ? Do ye all witness the power of my 
ascetic practices ! — And they, having related every thing to 
him as it had happened, went back, but found not the body 
ef the dead RisM on the spot (where they had left it). And 
having searched for him, they returned, ashamed and bereft 
of all perception, as in a dream. And then, O thou con- 
queror of hostile cities, the Muni T&rkshya addressed them, 
saying, — Ye princes, can this be the Btahmana of your killing t 
This Brahmana, endowed with occult gifts from spiritual exer- 
cises, is, indeed, my son !* Seeing that Rishi, O lord of the 
earth, they were struck with bewilderment. And they said, — • 
What a marvel \ How hath the dead come to life again ! 
Is it the power of his austere virtue by which he hath revived 
again ? We long to hear this, O Brahmana, if, indeed, it can 
be divulged ! — To them, he replied, — Death, O lords of men, 
hath no power over us ! I shall tell ye the reason briefly and 
intelligibly. We perform our own secred duties; therefore 
have we no fear of death ; we speak well of Brahmanas, but 
never any ill of them ; therefore hath death no terror for us* 
Regaling our guests with food and drink, and our dependents 
with plenty of food, we ourselves ( then ) partake of what 
is left ; therefore are we not afraid of death. We are peace- 
ful and austere and charitable and forbearing and fond of 
visiting sacred shrines, and we live in sacred places ; therefore, 
have we no fear of death. And we live in places inhabited by 
men who have great spiritual power ; therefore hath death no 
terror for us. I have briefly told ye all ! Return ye now 
all together, cured of all worldly vnnity. Ye have no fear 
of sin !— Saying amen , O foremost scion of Bharata’s race, and 
saluting the great Muni, all those prinoes joyously returned 
to their country.* ” 

Thus ends the hundred and eighty-fourth Section in the 
Harkandcya-Samasya of the Yana Parva. 



Section CLXXXV. 

( Mdrkandeya-Samctsya Parva continued . ) 

“Markandeya continued, — ' Do ye again hear from me 
the glory of the Brahmanas ! It is said that a royal sage of 
the name of Vainya was once engaged in performing the 
horse-sacrifice, and that Atri desired to go to him for alms* 
But Atri subsequently gave up his desire of wealth, from reli* 
gious scruples. After much thought, he of great power, be* 
came desirous of living in the woods, and calling bis wife 
and sons together, addressed them thus, — Let us attain the 
highly tranquil and complete fruition of our desires. May it, 
therefore, be agreeable to ye to repair quickly to the forest, 
for a life there is fraught with great merit.— His wife, argu- 
Ing from motives of virtue also, then said to him, — Hie thee 
to the illustrious prince Vainya, and beg of him vast riches ! 
Asked by thee, that royal sage, engaged in sacrifice, will 
give thee wealth. Having (gone there), O regenerate Itishi, 
and received from him vast wealth, thou canst distribute it 
among thy sons and servants, and then thou canst go whither- 
soever thou pleasest. This, indeed, is the highest virtue, 
as instanced by men conversant with religion, — Atri replied,— 
I am informed, O virtuous one, by the high-souled Gauta- 
ma, that Vainya is a pious prince, devoted to the cause of 
truth; but there are Brahmanas (about his •person) who are 
jealous of me; and as Gautama hath told me this, I do not venture 
to go there, for, (while) there, if I were to advise what is 
good and calculated to secure piety and the fulfilment of one's 
desires, they would contradict me with words unproductive 
of any good. But I approve of thy counsel and will go there ; 
Vainya will give me kine and hoards of riches. — * 

“MSrkandeya continued, — ‘So saying, he, of great ascetic 
merit, hastened to Vainya's sacrifice, and reaching the sacri- 
ficial altar and making his obeisance to the king, and prais- 
ing him with well-meaning speeches, he spoke these words,— 
Blessed art thou, O king ! Ruling over the earth, thou art 
the foremost of sovereigns! The Mmie praise thee, and 
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Besides thee there is none so versed in religious lore ! — To him, 
the Rishi Gautama, of great ascetic merit then indignantly 
replied, saying, — Atri, do not repeat this nonsense again. (It 
seems) thou art not in thy proper senses. In this world of 
ours, Mahendra, the lord of all created beings (alone) is the 
foremost of all sovereigns ! — Then, O great prince, Atri said 
to Gautama,— As Indra, the lord of all creatures, ruleth over 
our destinies, so doth this king ! Thou art mistaken. It is 
thou who hast lost thine senses, from want of spiritual per* 
oeption !— Gautama replied, — I know I am not mistaken ; it is 
thou who art labouring under a misconception in this matter. 
To secure the king’s countenance, thou art flattering him iu 
(this) assembly of the people. Thou dost not know what the 
highest virtue is, nor dost thou feel the need for it. Thou art 
like a child steeped in ignorance, for what then haBt thou 
become (so) old in years ? — * 

“Markandeya continued, — ‘While those two men were thus 
disputing in the presence of the Munis , who were engaged 
in Vainya’s sacrifice, the latter enquired, — What are these 
women quarreling for ? Who gave them admittance to Vainya’s 
court ? What is the matter with them, that makes them 
talk so vociferously ? — Then, the very pious Kasyapa, learned 
in all religious lore, approaching the disputants, asked them 
what was the matter. And then Gautama, addressing that) 
assembly of great Munis, said, — Listen, O great Brahmanas, 
to the point in dispute between us. Atri hath said that 
Vainya is the ruler of our destinies ; great is our doubt on this 
point. — * 

“ Markadeya continued, — ‘On hearing this, the great-mind- 
ed Munis went instantly to Sanatkumara who was well 
versed in religion, to clear their doubt. And then he of 
great ascetic merit, having heard the particulars from them, 
addressed them these words, full of religious meaning. And 
Sanatkumara said, — As fire assisted by the wind burneth 
down forests, so a Brahmana’s energy in unison with a Ksha- 
triya’s or a Kshatriya’s joined with a Brahmana’s, destroyeth 
all enemies. The sovereign is the distinguished giver of 
laws and the protector of his subjects, He is (a protector of 
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created beings) like Indra, (a propounder of morals) lifc& 
Sukra, (a counsellor) like Vrihaspati, and (hence he is also 
called) the ruler of men’s destinies. Who does not think it 
proper to worship the individual of whom such terms a& 
preserver of created beings/ ‘royal/ ‘emperor/ ‘Kshatriya (or 
saviour of the earthy ‘lord of earth/ ‘ruler of men/ are 
applied in praise ? The king is (also) styled the ‘prime cause 
(of social order, as being the promulgator of laws)/ the victorious 
in wars/ (and therefore, preserver of the peace), ‘the watch- 
man/ ‘the contented/ ‘the lord/ ‘the guide to salvation/ ‘the 
easily victorious* ‘the Vishnu-like/ ‘of effective wrath/ ‘the 
winner of battles* and ‘the cherisher of the true religion/ The 
Mishis, fearful of sin, entrusted (the temporal) power to the 
Kshatriyas. As, among the gods in heaven, the Sun dispeleth 
darkness by his own refulgence, so doth the king completely 
root out sin from this earth. Therefore is the king’s greatness 
reduced from the evidences of the sacred books, and we are 
bound to pronounce for that side which hath spoken in favour, 
of the king. — * 

“ Markandeya continued, — * Then that illustrious prince,, 
highly pleased with the victorious party, joyfully said to 
Atri, who had praised him erewhile, — O regenerate Rishi , thou 
hast made and styled me the greatest and most excellent of 
men here, and compared me to the gods ; therefore, shall I 
give thee vast and various sorts of wealth. My impression 
is that thou art omniscent. I give thee, O well-dressed and 
well-adorned one, an hundred millions of gold coins and also- 
ten bhdr<L8 of gold.— Then Atri, of high austere virtues and 
great spiritual powers, thus welcomed (by the king), accepted 
all the gifts without any breach of propriety, and returned 
to his home. And then giving his wealth to his sons and 
subduing his self, he cheerfully repaired to the forest with the 
object of performing penances/ ** 

Thus ends the hundred and eighty-fifth Section in the 
Markandeya-Samasya of the Yana Parva, 



Section CLXXXVI. 

( Markandeya-Samdsya Parva continued. ) 

““Markandeya continued, — *0 thou conqueror of hostile cities, 
in this connection Saraswati too, when interrogated by that in- 
telligent Muni Tarkshya, had said (this). Do thou listen to 
her words ! Tarkshya had asked, saying, — Excellent lady, 
what is the best thing for a man to do here below, and 
how must he act so that he may not deviate from (the path 
of) virtue. Tell me all this, 0 beautiful lady, so that ins- 
tructed by thee, I may not fall away from the path of virtue i 
When and how must one offer oblations to the (sacred) fire 
and when must he worship so that virtue may not be com- 
promised ? Tell me all this, O excellent lady, so that I may 
live without any passion, craving, or desire, in this world. — * 

“Markandeya continued, — ‘Thus questioned by that cheerful 
Muni and seeing him eager to learn and endued with high 
intelligence, Saraswati addressed these pious and beneficial 
words to the Brahmana Tarkshya. 

“ ‘Saraswati said, — He who is engaged in the study of the 
Vedas, and with sanctity and equanimity perceives the su- 
preme Godhead in his proper sphere, ascends the celestial 
regions and attains supreme beatitude with the Immortals, 
Many large, beautiful, pelluicd and sacred lakes are there, 
abounding with fish, flowers, and golden lilies. They are like 
shrines and their very sight is calculated to assuage grief. 
Pious men, distinctively worshipped by virtuous well adorn- 
ed golden-complexioned Apsaras, dwell in contentment on the 
attain shores of those lakes. He who giveth cows (to Brahmanas) 
eth the highest regions ; by giving bullocks he reacheth the 
solar regions, by giving clothes he getteth to the lunar world, 
and by giving gold he attaineth to the state of the Immortals. 
He who giveth a beautiful cow with a fine calf, and which is 
easily milked and which doth not run away, is (destined ) to 
live for as many years in the celestial regions as there are 
hair in the body of that animal. He who giveth a fine, strong, 
powerful, young bullock, capable of drawing the plough and 
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bearing burdens, reacheth the regions attained by men who give 
ten cows. When a man bestoweth a well caprisoned kapili 
cow, with a brazen milk-pail and with money given afterwards, 
that cow becoming, by its own distinguished qualities, a giver 
of every thing, reacheth the side of the man who gave her 
away. He who giveth away cows, reape th innumerable fruits 
of his action, measured by the hair on the body of that animah 
He also saveth (from perdition) in the next world his sons and 
grand-aons and ancestors to the seventh generation. He who 
presenteth to a Brahmana, sesamum made up in the form 
of a cow, having horns made of gold, with money besides, 
and a brazen milk-pail, subsequently attaineth easily to the 
regions of the Vasus. By his own acts man descends into tho 
darksome lower regions, infested by evil spirits (of his own 
passions) like a ship tossed by the storm in the high seas i 
but the gift of kine (to Brahmanas) saves him in the next 
world. He who giveth his daughter in marriage, in the 
Brahma from, who bestoweth gifts of land on Brahmanas and 
who duly maketh other presents, attaineth to the regions of 
Purandara. O Tarkshya, the virtuous man who is constant in/ 
presenting obtations to the sacred fire for seven years, sanctifi- 
eth by his own action seven generations up and down. 

“ ‘Tarkshya said, — O beautiful lady, explain to me who 
ask thee, the rules for the maintenance of the sacred fire as 
inculcated in the Vedas. I shall now learn from thee the 
time-hcnored rules for perpetually keeping up the sacred 1 
fire. — * ” 

Thus ends the hundred and eighty-sixth Section in the 
Markandeya-Samasya of the Vana Parva. 


Section CLXXXVII. 

(Markandeya-Samasya Parva continued.) 

“Then Yudhishthira the son of P&ndu said to the Br&h« 
mana Markandeya, — ‘Do thou now narrate the history of the 
Yaivaswata Manu !* 

“Markandeya replied, — ‘O king, O foremost of men, there 
Was a powerful a^d pre^t Hishi of thp npmp of TWpnui Tfe waa 
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the son of Vivas wan and was equal unto Brahma in glory. 
And he far excelled his father and grand-father in strength, in 
power, in fortune, as also in religious austerities* And standing 
on one leg and with uplifted hand, that lord of men did severe 
penance in the jujube forest called Visala, And there with 
,head downwards, and with steadfast eye, he practised this 
rigid and severe penance for ten thousand years. And one 
day, whilst he was practising austerities there with wet 
clothes on, and matted hair on head, a fish approaching the 
banks of the Chirini, addressed him thus : — Worshipful sir, 

I am a helpless little fish, I am afraid of the large ones ; 
therefore, do thou, O great devotee, think it worth thy while 
to protect me from them ; especially, as this fixed custom is 
well established amongst us, that the strong fish always prey 
upon the weak ones. Therefore, do thou think it fit to save 
me from being drowned in this, sea of terrors ! I shall requite 
thee for thy good offices. — On hearing these words from the 
fish, the Vaivasvvata Manu was everpowered with pity, and he 
took out the fish from the water with his own hands. And 
the fish which had a body glistening like the rays of the 
moon when taken out of the water, was put back in an 
earthen water- vessel. And thus reared, that fish, O king, 
grew up in size, and Manu tended it carefully like a 
child. And after a long while, it became so large in size, that 
there was no room for it in that vessel. And then seeing 
Manu (one day), it again addressed these words to him — 
Worshipful sir, do thou appoint some better habitation foe 
me. — And then the adorable Manu, the conqueror of hostile 
, cities, took it out of that vessel and carried it to a large tank 
\ and placed it there. And there again the fish grew, for many 
I a long year. And although the tank was two Yojanas in. 
length and one Yojana in width, even there, O lotus-eyed 
son of Kunti and ruler of men, was no room for the fish to 
play about ! And beholding Manu, it said again, — O pious 
and adorable father, take me to the Ganga, the favourite 
spouse of the Ocean, so that I may live there ; or, do as 
thou listest. O sinless one, as I have grown to this great 
bulk, by thy favour, I shall thy bidding cheerfully. — Thus 
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asked, the upright and continent, and worshipful Manu took 
the fish to the river Ganga, and he put it into the rivet 
with his own hands. And there, O conqueror of thy enemies, 
the fish again grew for some little time, and then beholding 
Manu, it said again, — O lord, I am unable to move about 
in the Ganga on account of my great body; therefore, wor- 
shipful sir, do thou please take me quickly to the sea ! — O 
son of Pritha, Manu then 'taking it out of the Ganga, carri- 
ed it to the sea and consigned it there. And despite its great 
bulk, Manu transported it easily and its touch and smell 
were also pleasant to him. And when it was thrown into the 
sea by Manu, it said these words to him with a smile : — • 

0 adorable being, thou hast protected me with special care ; 
do thou now listen to me as to what thou shouldst do in the 
fulness of time ! O fortunate and worshipful sir, the dissolu- 
tion of all this mobile and immobile world is nigh at hand. 
The time for the purging of this world is now ripe. There- 
fore, do I now explain what is well for thee ! The mobile 
and the immobile divisions of the creation, those that have 
the power of locomotion, and those that have it not, of 
all these the terrible doom hath now approached. Thou 
shalt build a strong and massive ark and have it furnished 
with a long rope. On that must thou ascend, O great Muni , 
with the seven Rishis and take with thee all the different 
seeds which were enumerated by regenerate Brahmanas in 
days of yore, and separately and carefully must thou preserve 
them therein. And whilst there, O beloved of the Munis, thou 
shalt wait for me, and I shall appear to thee like a horned 
animal, and thus, O ascetic, shalt thou recognise me ! And 

1 shall now depart, and thou shalt act according to my ins- 
tructions, for, without my assistance, thou canst not save 
thyself from that fearful flood. — Then Manu said unto the 
fish, — I do not doubt all that thou hast said, O great one ! 
Even so shall I actJ — And giving instructions to each other, 
they both went away. And Manu, then, O great and 
Dowerful king and conqueror of thy enemies, procured all 
he different seeds, as directed by the fish, and set sail in 
ui excellent vessel on the surging sea, And then, O lord 



VAN! PART A* 


,£55 


f>f the earth, he bethought himself of that fish. And the 
fish too, O conqueror of thy enemies and foremost scion of 
Bharatas race, knowing his mind, appeared there with horns 
on its head. And then, O tiger among men, beholding in 
the ocean that horned fish, emerging like a rock, in the 
form of which he had been before apprised, he lowered the 
ropy noose on its head. And fastened by the noose, the* 
fish, O king and conqueror of hostile cities, towed the 
ark with great force through the salt waters. And it con- 
veyed them in that vessel on the roaring and billow-beaten 
sea. And, O conqueror of thy enemies and hostile cities, 
tossed by the tempest on the great ocean, the vessel reeled 
about like a drunken harlot. And neither land, nor the four 
cardinal points of the compass, could be distinguished. And 
there was water everywhere, and the waters covered the hea- 
ven and the firmanent also. And, O bull of Bharatas race, 
when the world was thus flooded, none but Manu, the seven 
Rishis , and the fish, could be seen. And, O king, the fish 
diligently dragged the boat through the flood for many a 
long year. And then, O descendant of Kuru and ornament of 
Bharatas race, it towed the vessel towards the highest peak 
of the Himavat. And, O Bharat, the fish then told those 
©n the vessel to tie it to that peak of the Himavat. And 
hearing the words of the fish, they immediately tied the boat 
on that peak of the mountain. And, O son of Kunti and 
ornament of Bharata’s race, know that that high peak of the 
Himavat is still called by the name of Nawbandhana (the 
harbour). Then the fish addressing the associated Rishis , 
told them these words: — I am Brahma, the Lord of all crea-^ 
tures ; there is none greater than myself. Assuming the 
shape of a fish, I have saved ye from this cataclysm. Manu 
will create (again) all beings, — gods, Asuras, and men, and 
all those divisions of creation which have the power of 
locomotion and which have it not. By practising severe 
austerities, he will acquire this power, and with my blessing, 
illusion will have mo power over him. — ’ 

“ ‘So saying, the fish vanished instantly. And the Yai* 
vaswata Manu himself became desirous of creating the world* 
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In this work of creation, illusion overtook him and he there^ 
fore practised great asceticism. And endowed with ascetic 
merit, Manu, O ornament of Bharata’s race, again set about his 
work of creating all beings, in proper and exact order. This 
story which I have narrated to thee and the hearing of which 
destroyeth all sin, is celebrated as the Legend of the Fish. And 
the man who listeneth every day to this primeval history of 
Manu, attaineth happiness and all other objects of desire, and 
goeth to heaven.* ” 

Thus ends the hundred and eighty- seventh Section in the 
M&rkandeya-Samasya of the Yana Parva. 


Section CLXXXVIII. 

( Markandeya-Samdsya Parva continued . ) 

*Then the virtuous king Yudhishthira in all humility, again 
enquired of the illustrious Markandeya, saying, — ‘ O great 
Muni , thou hast seen many thousands of ages pass away. In 
this world there is none so long-lived as thou ! O best of 
those that have attained the knowledge of the Supreme Spirit, 
there is none equal to thee in years, except the great-minded 
Brahma living in the most exalted place. Thou, O Brahman a, 
worshippest Brahma at the time of the great dissolution of 
the universe, when this world is without sky and without 
the gods and Ddnavas. And when that cataclysm ceaseth 
and the Grand-sire awaketh, thou alone, O regenerate Itishi, 
beholdest Brahma duly re-create the four orders of beings, 
after having filled the cardinal points with air and consigned 
the waters to their proper place. Thou, O great Brahmana, 
hast worshipped in his presence the great Lord and Grand- 
sire of all creatures, with soul rapt in meditation and entirely 
Bwallowed up in Him ! And, O Brahmana, thou hast, many 
a time, witnessed with thy eyes, the primeval acts of crea- 
tion, and plunged in severe ascetic austerities, thou hast also 
surpassed the Vedhasas themselves ! Thou art esteemed as 
one who is nearest to N&rayana, in the next world. Many 
a time, in days of yore, hast thou beheld the Supreme Crea- 
tor of the universe, with eyes of spiritual abstraction and 
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denunciation, having first opened thy pure and lotus-like 
heart — the only place where the multiform Vishnu of uni- 
versal knowledge may be seen ! It is for this, O learned 
Rishi, by the grace of God, neither all destroying Death, 
nor dotage that causeth the decay of the body, hath any power 
over thee ! When neither the sun, nor the moon, nor fire, nor 
earth, nor air, nor sky remains, when all the world being des- 
troyed looketh like one vast ocean, when the gods and Asuraa 
and the great Uragas are annihilated, and when the great- 
minded Brahma, the Lord of all creatures, taking his seat 
on a lotus flower, sleepeth there, then thou alone remainest to 
worship him ! Aud, O best of Brahmanas, thou hast seen all 
this that occurred before, with thy own eyes. And thou alone 
hast witnessed many things by thy senses, and never in all the 
worlds hath there been anything unknown to thee ! There- 
fore, do I long to hear thy discourse explaining the causes 
of things !* 

“Markandeya replied, — ‘Indeed, I shall explain all, after 
having bowed down to that Self-existent, primordial male 
Being, who is eternal and undeteriorating and inconceivable, 
and who is at once vested and divested of attributes. O tiger 
among men, this Janardana attired in yellow robes is the 
grand Mover and Creator of all, the Soul and Framer of all 
things, and the Lord of all ! He is also called the Great, 
the Incomprehensible, the Wonderful, and the Immaculate. 
He is without beginning and without end, pervades all the 
world, is Unchangeable and Undeteorating. He is the Creator 
of all, but is himself Increate, and is the Cause of all power* 
His knowledge is greater than that of all the gods together. 
O best of kings and pre-eminent of men, after the dissolution of 
the universe, ail this wonderful creation again comes into life. 
Four thousand years have been said to constitute the Krita 
Yuga. Its dawn also, as well as its eve, hath been said to 
comprise four hundred years. The Treta Yuga is said to com- 
prise three thousand years, and its dawn, as well as its eve, 
is said to comprise three hundred years. The Y'uuqa that cornea 
next is called Dtvapara, and it hath been computed to con- 
sist of two thousand years, Its dawn, as well as its eye, is 
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eaid to comprise two hundred years. The next Yuga, called 
Kali , is said to comprise one thousand years, and its dawn, as 
well as eve, is said to comprise one hundred years. Know, O 
king, that the duration of the dawn is the same as that of the* 
eve of a Yaga. And after the Kali Yaga is over, the Krita 
Yaga comes again. A cycle of the Yagas then comprises a peri- 
od of twelve thousand years. A full thousand of such cycles 
would constitute a day of Brahma. O tiger among men, 
when all. this universe is withdrawn qnd ensconced within its 
home the Creator himself, that disappearance of all things is 
called by the learned to be Universal Destruction. O bull of 
the.Bharata race, towards the end of the last-mentioned pe- 
riod of one thousand years, i. e., when the period wanted to com- 
plete a cycle is short, men generally become addicted to false- 
hood in speech. O son of Pritha, then sacrifices and gifts and 
vows, instead of being performed by principals are suffered 
to be performed by representatives ! Brahmanas then perform 
acts that are reserved for the Sudras, and the Sudras betake 
to the acquisition of wealth. Then Kshatriyas also betake 
themselves to the practice of religious acts. In the Kali 
age, the Brahmanas also abstain from sacrifices and the study 
of the Yedas, are divested of their staff and deer-skin, and 
in respect of food, become omnivorous. And, O son, the 
Brahmanas in that age also abstain from prayers and medita- 
tion, while the Sudras betake themselves to these ! The course 
of the world looketh contrary, and, indeed, these are the signs 
that foreshadow the Uuniversal Destruction. And, O lord of 
men, numerous Mleccha kings then rule over the earth ! And 
those sinful monarchs, addicted to false speech, govern their 
subjects on principles that are false. The Andhas, the Sahas , 
the Pulindds, the Yavans f the Kdmvojds, the Vdlhihas , and 
the Abhiras, then become, O best of men, possessed of 
bravery and the sovereignty of the earth. This, O tiger 
among men, becometh the state of the world during the eve, 
O Bharata, of the Kali age ! Not a single Brahmana then 
adhere th to the duties of his order. And the Kshatriyas 
and the Vai^yas also, O monarch, follow practices contrary 
to those that are proper for their own orders, And men 
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become short-lived, weak in strength, energy, anil $>r&W€&i* 
and endued with small might and diminutive bodt&£ 
they become scarcely truthful in speech. And the huznatf 
population dwindles away over large tracts of country, &si<f 
the regions of the earth, North and South, and East anti 
West, become crowded with animals and beasts of pfrey; 
And during this period, they also that utter Brahma? do so in 
vain. The Sudras address Brahmanas, saying, Bho , while 
the Brahmanas address Sudras, saying, Respected sir . And* 
O tiger among men, at the end of the Yuga , animals increase* 
enormously. And, O king, odors and perfumes do not then 
become so agreeable to our sense of scent, and, O tiger among 
men, the very tastes of things do not then so well accord with 
our organs of taste as at other periods 1 And, O king, women 
then become mothers of numerous progeny, endued with low 
statures, and destitute of good behaviour and good manners. 
And they also make their very mouths serve the purposes of 
the organ of procreation. And famine ravages the habitations 
pf men, and the highways are infested by women of ill fame, 
while females in general* O king, become at such periods hos- 
tile to their lords and destitute of modesty !* And, O king, 
the very kine at such periods yield little milk, while the trees, 
sat over with swarms of crows, do not produce many flowers 
and fruits. And, O lord of the earth, the regenerate classes* 
tainted with the sin of slaying Brahmanas, accept gifts from 
monarchs that are addicted to falsehood in speech. And filled 
with covetousness and ignorance, and bearing on their persons 
the outward symbols of religion, set out on eleemosynary rounds, 
afflicting the people of the Earth. And people leading domestics 
lives, afeared of the burden of taxes, become deceivers, while 
Br&hmanas, falsely assuming the garb of ascetics, earn wealth 
by trade, with nails and hair unpared and uncut. And, O 
tiger among men, many of the twice-born classes become,' 
from avarice of wealth, religious mendicants of the Brahma <+> 
— - - — — 

* I have followed Nilkantha in his interpretation of the words 
Sivagulds and Kegagulos. All the vernacular translators have followed 
the same commentator, — T % 
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et, consists to obedience to their himWids—Adri rv^pftforatam^ 
*%&& neithe* Penelope >or Andromache could surpass the fidelity of 
’ ^omsyaati to Nala or the noble bearing of Hraupadi when gallant 
’ Waiters coatendod lor her band in the lists of Paftch&la. Passages in 
"the Sanskrit and Greek epics, apparently parallel, have exercised the 
•criticism of oriented students. 

Those who consider this work from an Oriental point of view may 
like to dwell on quo passage in the second of the number before us* 
sent by his eldest brother to Mount Himavat to obtain a 
aSgi it of Jndra, and to practise severe penances. His dress is that of 
i an ypoefcbwgrass and the skin of a black antelope; his food, dried 
leaves and wild fruits, which he eats at intervals of three, six, and 
fourteen days in succession, after which he subsists on air alone. The 
* god Shiva, to test him, appeals as a Kirata or wild inhabitant of the 
woods who lives by the chase. They quarrel as to which of the two 
has the first right to lull a savage boar. Arjuna shopts his arrow and 
Kirata his lightning, and the boar falls dead. Then we have another 
tferrible contest beteen the accomplished bowman and the god in dis* 
guiJL Arjuna showers his shafts M like wintry rain, ” smites Kira W 
With his bowstring, breaks his own sword into pieces on the head of his 
antagonist, and then has to resort to trees and stones. But the god 
prevails, and Arjuna, reduced to a mere lump of flesh, makes an image 
of day, confesses the deity, and falls down before it. Shiva pleased 
With this devotion and bravery, makes Arjuna a present of his cele* 
bra ted weapon, the Pasupata or tndent, and his mighty bow, Gandhiva. 
Other gods came to see this ascetic warrior — Vanina, the regent of 
W at ers ; Kuvera, the god of wealth, with his attendants the Yackshas $ 
«n4 Yama the lord of the lower regions. They present him with a mace, 
hearses, and the weapon called Antardhana, which sends enemies to 
deep. Eventually Arjuna, after a bath in the Ganges and offerings to 
fito Manes of his ancestors, reaches the Heaven of Indra. It is credit* 
bMe to ancient Hindu moralists and poets to rule that no one can reach 
.this place who has turned his back in battle, who is ignorant of tho 
Vedas and is not distinguished for gifts and sacrifices, who is a drunk* 
4t& adulterer, or generally wicked. Arjuna after a residence of five 
-years in India’s Heaven, surrounded by “ every comfort mid luxury * 
4MK r translator says, at last bethinks himself of his brother and returns 
Previous to his return he is tempted by a celestial nymph* 
a b4ing with a faultless figure, a face like the moon, and lumi* 
jhbfi smile* T%ey dress and charms of this wicked sorceress are des- 
/ srifegd with ftp; i&c*khiMpforfchy of a Taptuffe. Very different^ indeed* 
Jb | A soousralation of .sensuous images from the simple Virgfliafi 
sAMMMAf' im tm moptlx afihp't^ goddoM 
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car celestial choristers that the curse will qttly 
tne year. The nature of the malediction we do not care to speetfy* 
Hindu peek’s sensuality in some shape is the head of king Charles 'l)i 
» lovely woman sooner or later ends inn fish. 

Shore are several phrases and social incidents in the poem which 
rd matter for discussion and comment. The son has one hundred 
L eight names ; more if we remember right than are given in the 
uf^Esaha, a sort df Sanskrit grades of synonyms. Then a fiegr 
tpon brought into play in battles has been a source of perplexity* 
e translator states that there are passages and expressions indicating 
it firearms or cannon were not unknown to the ancient Hindus. Sans- 
it scholars do not endorse this conjecture. A weapon called SatdgJmi 
the u slayer of hundreds,” is more likely to mean a rocket or missile 
»apon shot out of a machine. One old commentator describes it as 
Imdriosl in form and studded with iron spikes. Artillery* we need 
ly add, was not known till the Mohammedan invasion. The emper* 
Haber mentions that in one of his battles cannon were fired u several 
mee* with effect. If the moral discourses are tedious* the precepts 
« often sound. Kings are warned against indulgence in four things — - 
omen, dice, hunting, and drinking. There is abundant proof from 
Tanu and other writers that spirits or drugs were largely oommmedi 
mg before enther the Mohammedan or the British conquest ; and hunt* 
ag is denounced not from any imputed severity of forest laws, but 
feemuse it takes up time and energy that might be better employed. 
S ruling a kingdom. The duty of forgiveness of injuries is inculcated 
by Draupsdi when conversing with Yudhishthira in language that 
mold not be out of place in a pulpit. It is curious, however* that the 
king represents the duty of mercy as paramount at all times and places, 
Dcaupadi with more practical good sense urges that there it a tixqe 4e* 
iverythin g, and that a real king knows when to punish and whan M 
forgive. We observe that Mr. J. Talboys Wheeler, in Urn first voltu** 
of his Indian History, quotes largely from a manecript trana j a^fi 
discovered after a long lapse of time in the library of the Asiatic 8% 
eiety of Caldtita, and believed by him to be the work of the late H. H# 
Wilson. We should doubt whether that distinguished eeSoWr 
fitknfcl&ted more than he himeelf claims to have done in hie preface Is 
Mr. F. Johnson’s selections. And anyhow there Is plenty *o*m few 
the verson before us of a work which retains its hold km the effectm o * 
and imagination of all classes of Hindus. In a well* hn^wn ^Bengali 
lotion, the Mahabharata is over and over again described as vqaaj gftf 
ambrosia, recited by the Kashi Bam Bass, and listened to wbh^|[||ro 
&e nw of pm* and holy mind, fatordoj! Jfovkft 



^JHte portibft I hats hitherto l>Wtt able twhoh$SHd of tkb '’gfceat 
^ip&g I have m&sn iuhantf has been inco»*sd*mbkj. If»i* tone that 
ffytbe grace of God, thsAdi' Had the JSbfcfc* Purvatu tavt bden complet- 
ed, end even thd Telia, which is drawing to A close, will, u I hope, be 
^finished within a Ve# short time. But the magnitude Of the fifteen re- 
maining Parvam appals me. I Hun doing all that is possible for me to 
do for expediting the Work, but so vast is the prospect before me t ha t I 
tremble at every step I advance. Hy anxiety is great at the thought 
of the literary and the pecuniary difficulties Which I have to combat 
with in execution of my project. Regarding the first, persons qualified 
to hid me, if not rare, are not readily available. Regarding the second 
tfefc costs of publication have been estimated at one lac of Rupees or there- 
mbdute, and although the different Local Governments have liberally 
Oanetioned a grant of about fourteen thousand Rupees, yet that sum 
hrtfcr below what is actually required. The support of my country- 
men has scarcely been commensurate. Promises and'pj&fcaof aid have, 
it* is true, reached me from some quarters, but none of these has yet 
beeh fulfilled and the hope raised in me realised. The undertaking to 
which I have set my hands is a national one, and I confidently expect 
that my countrymen, instead of abass4**uug it, will do what in them lies 
for bringing it to a successful issue. The credit of that success will not 
bfc mine but will belong to the people of India in general. The success of 
the Undertaking will exalt the character of my countrymen in the eye* 
of the world, while, the shame mid ignominy of failure, if failure over- 
tikes it, will scarcely be capable of concealment. To remind my country- 
men of the necessity of their co-operation, I -have resolved to set out on 
■ajtmraey to the N. W. P., the Panjab, and, if opportunity permit^ 
<*x Bombay and Madras, and try to the utmost of my power, to collect 
* dbd edhdentrate such aid in favor of the project as may be available* 
I bsve made the necessary arrangements in regard to the conduct qf the 
Nsryaiaya in my abseaoe, and T pray that the patrons and supporters of 
tfe institution would spare a little of their time for supervising it* 
M£hir> so that the institution, in my absence, may benefit by thei* 
fcetivf sympathy and overlooking. 
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~ct like the aged ; while all that is observable in youths may 
e noticed in the old. And women, given up to impropriety of 
conduct and marked by evil manners, decieve even the best 
husbands and for <, themselves with menials and slaves, 4 
and even with aniik^is. And, O king, even women that are 
wives of heroes, seek the companionship of other men and 
brget themselves with these, during the life time of their 
husbands. 

“ ‘O king, towards the end of those thousands of years 
constituting the four Ywgas, and when the lives of men be- 
come so short, a drought occurs extending for many years. 
And then, O lord of the Earth, men and creatures, endued! 
with small strength and vitality, becoming hungry, die by 
thousands. And then, O lord of men, seven blazing Suns; 
appearing in the firmament, drink up all the waters of th^ 
Earth that are in rivers or seas. And, O bull of the Bharatai 
race, then also everything of the nature of wood and grass that! 
is wet or dry, is consumed and reduced to ashes. And then, 
O Bharata, the fire called Samvartaka , impelled by the winds, 
appeareth on the Earth that hath already been dried to cin- 
ders by the seven Suns, And then that fire, penetrating 
through the Earth and making its appearance in the nether 
regions also, begetteth great terror in the hearts of the gods; 
the Danavas, and the Yakshas . And, O lord of the Earth, 
consuming the nether regions as also everything upon this 
Earth, that fire destroyeth all things in a moment. And 
that fire called Samvartoha, aided by that inauspicious winc( 
consumeth this world extending for hundreds and thousands of 
Yojanas, And that lord of all things, that fire, blazing forth 
in effulgence, consumeth this Universe with gods mid A suras 
and Oandharvas , and Yakshas and Snakes and B&kshaeask 
And there rise in the sky deep masses of clouds, looking 
like herds of elephants, and decked with wreaths of lightning 
that are wonderful to behold. And some of those clouds aro 
of the hue of the blue lotus ; and some, of that of the wates 
lily; and some resemble in tint the filaments of the lotus, 
and some are purple. And some are yellow as turmeric, 
and some of the hue of the crow's egg. And some are bright 

7i 
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as the petals of the lotus, and seme red as Vermillion. An<J 
some resemble palatial cities in shape, and some herds o£ 
elephants. And some are of the form of lizards, and soma 
of crocodiles and sharks. And, O king, the clouds that gather 
in the sky on the occasion are terrible to behold, and wreathed 
with lightnings^ roar frightfully. And those vapoury masses, 
charged with rain, soon cover the entire welkin. And, Q 
king, those masses of vapour then flood with water the whole 
Barth with her mountains and forests and mines. And, O 
bull among men, urged by the Supreme Lord, those clouds, 
roaring frightfully, soon flood the entire surface of the Earth. 
And pouring in a great quantity of water and filling the whole 
Earth, they quench that terrible and inauspicious fire (of which 
I have already spoken to thee). And urged by the illustrious 
Lord, those clouds, filling the Earth with their downpour, 
shower incessantly for twelve years. And then, O Bharata, the 
Ocean oversteps his continents, the mountains sunder in frag- 
ments, and the Earth sinks under the increasing flood. And, 
then moved on a sudden by the impetus of the wind, those 
clouds wander along the entire expanse of the firmament and 
disappear from the view. And, then, O ruler of men, the Self* 
create Lord — the first Cause of everything — having his abode 
in the lotus, drinketh those terrible winds, and goeth to sleep, 

0 Bharata ! 

‘And then when the Universe becomes one dread expanse 
of" water, when ail mobile and immobile creatures have been 
destroyed, when the gods and the Asuras cease to be, 
when the Yakshas and the Ralcshasas are no more, when 
man is not, when trees and beasts of prey have disappeared, 
when the firmament itself has ceased to exist, I alone, O lord 
of Earth, wander in affliction. And, O best of kings, wander* 
ing over that dread expanse of water, my heart becometh 
afflicted in consequence of my not beholding any creature ! 
And, O king, wandering without cessation, through that flood, 

1 become fatigued, but obtain I no resting place ! And 
some time after I behold in that expanse of accumulated 
waters a vast and wide-extending banian tree, O lord of 
JBarth ! And I then behold, 0 Bharata, seated on a couch. 
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Diking, overlaid with a celestial bed and attached to a far 
'vsfcended bough of that baniatr, a boy, O great king, of face 
fair as the lotus or the moon*, and of eyes, O' ruler of men, - 
large as the petals of full blown lotus ! And at this sight, 

0 lord of Earth, wonder filled my heart. And I asked my- 
self, — How doth this boy alone sit here when the world itself 
hath been destroyed ? — And, O king, although I have full 
knowledge of the Past, the Present, and the Future, still I 
failed to learn anything of this by means of even ascetic* 
meditation. Endued with the lustre of the Atasi* flower, ’ 
and decked with the mark of Sreevat8a,f he seemed to me 
to be like the abode of Lakskmi herself. And that boy, of 
eyes like the petals of the lotus, having the mark of Sreevatsa , 
and possessed of blazing effulgence, then addressed me in 
words highly pleasant to the ear, saying, — O sire, I know 
thee to be fatigued and desirous of rest 1 O Markendeya of 
Bhrigu’s race, rest thou here as long as thou wishest ! O best 
of Munis, entering within my body, rest thou there 1 That 
hath been the abode assigned to thee by me. I have been* 
gratified with thee ! — Thus addressed by that boy, a sense of 
total disregard possessed mo in respect both of my long life 
and state of manhood. J Then that boy suddenly opened his 
mouth, and as fate would have it, I entered his mouth, deprived 
of the power of motion. But, O king, having suddenly enter- 
ed into the stomach of that boy, I beheld there the whole 
Earth teeming with cities and kingdoms. And, O best of men, 
while wandering through the stomach of that illustrious one, 

1 beheld the Ganga, the Satudru, the Sita, the TamunE, 
and the Kau$iki ; the Charmanwati, the Vetravati, ; the 
Chandrabhaga, the Saraswati, the Sindhu, the VipagS,, and 
the Godavari; the Vaswokasara, the Nalini, and the Nar-»- 


* An Indian flower of bright-blue color. 

t A mark of Vishnu, said to* be a curl of hair on the breast. Vide 
Wilson’s Diet. 

% Nilkantha explains that this disregard for both life and manhobd 
arose from the words — I have been gratified with thee ! — spoken by m 
mere boy. 
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mada ; the TamrE, and the VennE also of delightful current and 
sacred waters ; the Suvenna, the Krishna-VennE, the Irlmft, 
and the MahEnadi; the YitastE, O great king, and that 
large river the Cavery ; the Sone also, O tiger among men, 
the Yigalya, and the KimpunE also. I beheld all these and 
many other rivers that are on the Earth f And, O slayer of 
foes, I also beheld there the Ocean inhabited by alligators and 
sharks, that mine of gems, that excellent abode of waters f 
And I beheld there the firmament also, decked with the Sun 
and the Moon, blazing with effulgence, and possessed of the 
lustre of fire or the Sun. And I beheld there, O king, the 
Earth also, graced with woods and forests. And, O monarch, 
I beheld there many Brahmanas also, engaged m various 
sacrifices ; and the Kshatriyas engaged in doing good to all 
the orders ; and the Vaigyas employed in pursuits of agricul- 
ture ; and the Sudras devoted to the service of the regener- 
ate classes. And, O king, while wandering through the stomach 
of that high- soul ed one, I also beheld the Himavat and 
the mountains of Hemakuta. And I also saw Nisbadha, and 
the mountains of Sweta abounding in silver. And, O king, 
I saw there the mountains of Gandhamadana, and, O tiger 
among men, also Mandara and the huge mountains of Nila. 
And, O great king, I saw there the golden mountains of 
Meru, and also Mahendra, and those excellent mountains 
called Vindhya. And I beheld there the mountains of 
Malaya and of Paripatra also. These and many other mount- 
ains that are on Earth were all seen by me in his stomach. 
And all these were decked with jewels and gems. And, O 
monarch, while wandering through his stomach, I also be- 
held lions and tigers and boars, and, indeed, all other animals 
that are on Earth, O great king ! And, O tiger among men, 
having entered his stomach, as I wandered around, I also be- 
held the whole tribe of the gods with their chief SakrE, the 
Sadhyas, the Rudras, the Adityas, the Guhyakas, the Pitris, 
the Snakes and the Nagas, the feathery tribes, the Yasus, the 
Aswins, the Gandharvas, the Apsaras, the Yakshas, the 
Rishis, the hordes of the Daityas and the Danavas, and the 
Nagas also, O king, and the sons of Singbika, and all other 
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enemies of the gods; indeed, what else of mobile and immobile 
creatures may be seen on Earth, were all seen* by me 

0 monarch, within the stomach of that high-souled one 
And, O lord, living upon fruits I dwelt within his body for 
many centuries, wandering over the entire Universe that it 
there. Never did I yet, O king, behold the limits of his body. 
And when, O lord of Earth, I failed to measure the limits oi 
that high-souled one’s body even though I wandered within 
him continuously in great anxiety of mind, I then, in thought 
and deed, sought the protection of that boon-giving and pre- 
eminent Deity, duly acknowledging his superiority! And when 

1 had done this, O king, I was suddenly projected (from with- 
in his body) through that high-souled one’s open mouth by 
means, O chief of men, of a gust of wind ! And, O king 
I then beheld, seated on the branch of that very banian that 
same Being of immeasurable energy, in the form of a boy 
with the mark of Sreevatsa (on his breast), having, O tiger 
among men, swallowed up the whole Universe ! And that 
boy of blazing effulgence and bearing the mark of Sreevatsa 
and attired in yellow robes, gratified with me, smilingly ad- 
dressed me, saying, — O Markendeya, O best of Munis , hav- 
ing dwelt for some time within my body, thou hast been 
fatigued ! I shall, however, speak unto thee ! — And as he 
said this to me, within that very moment I acquired a new 
sight, in consequence of which I beheld myself to be possess- 
ed of true knowledge and emancipated from the illusions 
of the world ! And, O child, having witnessed the inex- 
haustible prowess of that Being of immeasurable energy, I 
then worshipped his revered and well-shaped feet with soles 
bright as burnished copper, and well-decked with toes of mild 
red hue, having placed them carefully on my head ! And 
joining my palms in humility and approaching him with re- 
verence, I beheld that Divine Being who is the Soul of all 
things and whose eyes are like the petals of the lotus. And 
having bowed unto him with joined hands, I addressed him, 
saying, — I wish to know thee, O Divine Being, as also this 
high and wonderful illusion of thine ! O illustrious one, 
having entered into thy body through thy mouth, I have be* 
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held the entire Uuhive'rse in thy stomach J O' Divine Beings 
the gods, the Ddnavas and the Rdkshaeas, the Yakshas , the 
Oandharva8 and the Nagccs, indeed, the whole Universe mo- 
bile and immobile, are all within thy body ! And though 
I have ceaselessly wandered through thy body at a quick pace, 
through thy grace, O God, my memory faileth me not ! And, O 
great Lord, I have come out of thy body at thy desire but not 
at mine ! O thou of eyes like lotus leaves, I desire to know 
thyself who art free from all faults ! Why dost thou stay 
here in the form of a boy, having shallowed up the entire 
Universe ! It behoveth thee to explain all this to me ! Why, 
O sinless one, is the entire Universe within thy body ? How 
long also, O chastiser of foes, wilt thou stay here ? Urged 
by a curiosity that is not improper for a Brahmana, I desire, 
O Lord of all the gods, to hear all this from thee, O thou of 
eyes like lotus leaves, with every detail and exactly as all 
happens, for all I have seen, O Lord, is wonderful and incon- 
ceivable ! — And thus addressed by me, that Deity ol deities, 
of blazing effulgence and great beauty, that foremost of all 
speakers, consoling me properly, spoke unto me these words/ ,,r 
Thus ends the hundred and eighty-eighth Section in the 
Markandeya-Samasya of the Yana Parva. 


Section CLXXXIX. 

(Markandeya-Samasya Parva continued.) 

u Markandeya continued. — f The Deity then said,— O Brah- 
mana, the gods even do not know me truly ! As, however, 
I have been gratified with thee, I will tell thee how I created 
the Universe ! O regenerate Rishi , thou art devoted to thy 
ancestors and hast also sought my protection ! Thou hast also 
beheld me with thy eyes, and thy ascetic merit also is great 1 
In ancient times I called the waters by the name of Kara ; and 1 
because the waters have ever been my ayana or home, there- 
fore have I been called j Y dray ana (the water -homed). O' 
best of regenerate ones, I am Ndrdyana , the Source of all 
things, the Eternal, the Unchangeable* I am the Creator of 
all things, and the Destroyer also of all. I am Vishnu, I aul 
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brahma, and I am Sakra the chief of the gods. I am king 
Vai?ravana, and I am Yama the lord of the deceased Spirits, 
I am Siva, I am Shoma, and I am Ka<?yapa the lord of 
•created things. And, O best of regenerate ones, I am he 
called Dhdtri , and he also that is called Vidhatri , and I am 
Sacrifice embodied. Fire is my mouth, the Earth my feet, 
-and the Sun and the Moon are my eyes ; the Heaven ^s the 
crown of my head, the Firmament and the cardinal points 
are my ears ; the wat ers are born of my sweat. Space with 
the cardinal points are my body, and the Air is in my mind, 
I have performed many hundreds of sacrifices with gifts in 
profusion. I am always present in the sacrifices of the gods; 
and they that are cognisant of the Yedas and officiate therein, 
make their offerings to me. On Earth the Kshatriya chiefs 
that rule over men, in performing their sacrifices frooft 
desire of obtaining heaven, and the Yaiqyas also in perform- 
ing theirs from desire of winning those happy regions, all 
worship me at such times and by those ceremonials. It is I 
who, assuming the form of Shesha, support (on my head) this 
Earth bounded by the four seas and decked by Meru and 
Mandara. And, O regenerate one, it is I who, assuming the 
form of a boar, had raised in days of yore this Earth sunk in 
water. And, O best of Brahmanas, it is I who, becoming 
the fire that issues out of the Equine month , drink up the 
waters (of the ocean) and create them again. In consequence 
of my energy, from my mouth, my arms, my thighs, and my 
feet gradually sprung Brahmanas and Kshatriyas and Vai^yas 
and Sudras. It is from me that the Rig, the Sdma, the Tajvs, 
and the Athenian Yedas spring, and it is in me that they all 
enter when the time cometb. Brahmanas devoted to asceticism, 
they that value Peace as the highest attribute, they that 
have their souls under complete control, they that are desir- 
ous of knowledge, they that are freed from lust and wrath 
and envy, they that are un wedded to things of the Earth, 
they that have their sins completely washed away, they that 
are possessed of gentleness and virtue, and are divested of 
pride, they that have a full knowledge of the Soul, all 
worship me with profound meditatiou, I am the flame 
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known as Samvartaka, I am the Wind called by that name,) 
I am the Sun wearing that appellation, and I am the fire that) 
hath that designation. And, O best of Brahmanas, those 
things that are seen in the firmament as stars, know them to 
be the pores of my skin. The oceans — those mines of gems 
and the four cardinal points, know, O Brahmana, are my robes, 
my bed, and my home. By me have they been distributed for 
serving the purposes of the gods. And, O best of men, know 
also that lust, wrath, joy, fear, and the over-clouding of the in* 
tellect, are all different forms of myself. And, O Brahmana, 
- whatever is obtained by men by the practice of truth, charity 
ascetic austerities, and peace and harmlessness towards al 
creatures, and such other handsome deeds, is obtained because 
of my arrangements. Governed by my ordinance, men wan- 
der within my body, their senses overwhelmed by me. They 
move not according to their will but as they are moved 
by me. Regenerate Brahmanas that have thoroughly studied 
the Vedas, that have tranquillity in their souls, they that 
have subdued their wrath, obtain a high reward by means of 
their numerous sacrifices. That reward, however, is un- 
attainable by men that are wicked in their deeds, overwhelm- 
ed by covetousness, mean and disreputable, with souls unblessed 
and impure. Therefore, must thou know, O Brahmana, that 
this reward which is obtained by persons having their souls 
under control and which is unobtainable by the ignorant and 
the foolish, — this which is attainable by asceticism alone, — is 
productive of high merit. And, O best of men, at those 
times when virtue and morality decreaseth and sin and 
immorality increaseth, I create myself into new forms. And, 
O Muni, when fierce and malicious Daityas and Raksha- 
sas, that are incapable of being slain by even the foremost 
of the gods, are bdrn on Earth, I then take my birth in the 
families of virtuous men, and assuming a human body restore 
tranquillity by exterminating all evils. Moved by my own 
mdyd. I create gods and men, and Gandharvas and Rakshasas, 
and all immobile things, and then destroy them all myself 
(when the time cometh), For the preservation of rectitude 
and morality I assume a human form and when the season 



VjlNa pahva. 


Dbtf 


for action comcth I again assume forms thatfare inconceivable. 

Iu the Krita age I become white, in the Tretd age I become 
yellow, in the Dtv ipctra I become red, and in the Kalfa&gs I 
become dark in hue. In the Kail age, the proportion of 
immorality becometh three-fourths, (a fourth only being that 
of morality). And when the end of the Yaga cometh, 
assuming the fierce form of Death, alone I destroy all the 
three worlds with their mobile and immobile existences. 
With three steps I cover the whole Universe : I am the Soul 
of the Universe, I am the source of all happiness ; I am the 
humbler of all pride ; I am omnipresent ; I am Infinite ; I am 
the Lord of the senses ; and my prowess is great. O IJrah- 
maua, aione do I set agoing the wheel of Time; I am formless ; 

I am the Destroyer of all creatures ; and I am the cause of 
all efforts of all my creatures. O best of Munis, my soul 
completely pervadeth all my creatures, but, O foremost of all 
regenerate ones, no one knoweth me. It is me that the 
pious and the devoted worship in all the worlds. O regenerate 
one, whatever of pain thou hast felt within my stomach, 
know, O sinless one, that all that is for thy happiness and 
good fortune. And whatever of mobile and immobile objects 
thou hast seen in the world, everything hath been ordained 
by my Soul which is the Spring of all existence. The Grand- 
sire of all creatures is half my body ; I am called Narayana, 
and I am the bearer of the conch-shell, the discus and the 
mace. O regenerate Rishi , for a period measured by a 
thousand times the length of the four Yagas, I who am 
the Universal Soul sleep overwhelming all creatures in in- 
sensibility. And, O best of regenerate Risltis, I stay here 
thus for all rime, in the form of a boy though 1 am old, 
until Brahma waketh up. O foremost of Brahmanas, grati- 
fied with thee, I who am Brahma have repeatedly granted 
thee boons, 0 thou who art worshipped by regenerate Rishis ! 
Beholding one vast expanse of water and seeing that all 
mobile and immobile creatures have been destroyed, thou 
wert afflicted with melancholy. I know this, and it is for this 
that I showed thee the Universe (within my stomach). And 
while thoi\ — within my body, beholding there the entire 
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Universe, luou wert filled with wonder and deprived of 1 * 
senses. O regenerate Rishi, it is for this that thou w 
speedily brought out by me through my mouth. I hi 
(now) told thee of that Soul which is incapable of being cc 
prehended by the gods and the A suras. And as long as t 
great ascetic, the holy Brahma, doth not awake, thou, 
regenerate Rishi , canst happily and trustfully dwell he 
And when that Grandsire of all creatures awaketh up, I 1 
then, O best of Brahmanas, alone create all creatures endi 
with bodies, the firmament, the earth, light, the atmosph 
water, and, indeed, all else of mobile and immobile creati 
(that thou mayst have seen) on the earth ! — ’ 

“ Markandeya eontinued. — ‘Having said so unto me, that 
wonderful Deity vanished, O son, from my sight ! I then 
beheld this varied and wondrous creation start into life. O 
king, O thou foremost of the Bharata race, I witnessed all 
this, so wonderful, O thou foremost of all virtuous men, at 
the end of the Yuga \ And that Deity, of eyes large as lotus 
leaves, seen by me, in days of yore, is this tiger among men, 
this Janarddana who hath become thy relative ! It is in conse- 
quence of the boon granted to me by this one that memory doth 
not fail me, that the period of my life, O son of Kunti, is so 
long, and death itself is under my control ! This is that ancient 
and supreme Lord Hari of inconceivable soul, who hath taken 
his birth as Krishna of the Yrishni race, and who, endued 
with mighty arms, seemeth to sport in this world I This one 
is DhcLtri and Vidhatri, the Destroyer of all, the Eternal, 
the bearer of the Sreevatsa mark on his breast, the Lord of 
the Lord of all creatures, the highest of the high, called also 
Oovindal Beholding this foremost of all gods, this ever- 
victorious Being attired in yellow robes, this chief of the 
Vrishni race, my recollection cometh back to me ! This 
Mad ha v a is the father and mother of all creatures ! Ye bulls 
of the Kuru race, seek ye the refuge of this Protector ! ’ ” 
Vaicjampayana continued.—" Thus addressed, the sons of 
PrithS, and those bulls among men — the twins, along with 
Draupadi, all bowed down unto Janarddana. And that tiger 
among men, deserving of every respsct, thus revered by the 
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sons of Pandu, then consoled them* all with words of great 
sweetness,” 

Thus ends the hundred and eighty-ninth. Section in the 
iKrkandeya-Samasya of the Vana Parva* 

Section CLXL. 

(Mdrkandeya-Samdsyd Parva continued . ) 

Vaicjampayana said. — “ Yudhishthira, the son of Kunti, 
once more asked the great Muni Markandeya about the future 
course of the government of the Earth, 

“ And Yudhishthira said, — ‘0 thou foremost of all speakers, 
O Muni of Bhrigu’s race, that which we have heard from thee 
about the destruction and re-brith of all things at the end of 
the Yuga , is, indeed, full of wonder ! I am filled with 
curiosity, however, in respect of what may happen in the 
Kali age. When morality and virtue will be at an end, what 
will remain there ? What will be the prowess of men in that 
age, what their food, and what their amusements ? What 
will be the period of life at the end of the Yuga ? What 
also is the limit, having attained which the Krita age will 
begin anew ? Tell me all in detail, O Muni , for all that thou 
narratest is varied and delightful,* 

“ Thus addressed, that foremost of Munis began his dis- 
course again, delighting that tiger of the Yrishni race and the 
sons of Pandu as well. And Markandeya said, — ‘Listen, O 
monarch, to all that hath been seen and heard by me, and to 
all, O king of kings, that hath been known to me by intui- 
tion, from the grace of the God of gods ! G bull of the 
Bharata race, listen to me as I narrate the future history of 
the world during the sinful age. O bull of the Bharata race, 
in the Krita age, everything was free from deceit and guile 
and avarice and covetousness ; and morality, like a bull, waa 
among men, with all the four legs complete. In the Tretd 
age, sin took away one of these legs, and morality had three 
legs. In the Dwdpara , sin and morality are mixed half and 
half; and accordingly morality is said to have two legs only*. 
In the dark age (of K<*U)i 0 thou best of the Bharata race* 
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morality, mixed with three parts of sin, liveth by the side o£ 
men. Accordingly, morality then is said to wait on men, 
with only a fourth part of itself remaining. Know, O Yudhish- 
fchira, that the period of life, the energy, the intellect, and 
the physical strength of men decrease in every Yttga ! O 
Pandu, the Brahmanas and Kshatriyas and Yai^yas and 
Sudras, (in the Kali age) will practise morality and virtue 
deceitfully, and men in general will deceive their fellows by 
spreading the net of virtue. And men with false reputation 
of learning will, by their acts, cause Truth to be contracted 
and concealed. And in consequence of the loss of truth, 
the lives of men will become short. And in consequence 
of the shortness of their lives, they will not be able to 
acquire much knowledge. And in consequence of the littleness 
of their knowledge, they will have no wisdom. And for this, 
covetousness and avarice will overwhelm them all. And 
wedded to avarice and wrath and ignorance and lust, men 
will entertain animosities towards one another, desiring to 
take one another’s lives. And Brahmanas and Kshatriyas and 
Va<jyas with their virtue contracted, and divested of ascetic- 
ism and truth, will all be reduced to an equality with the 
Sudras. And the lowest orders of men will rise to the position 
of the intermediate ones, and those in intermediate stations 
will, without doubt, descend to the level of the lowest ones. 
Bven such, O Yudhishthira, will become the state of the 
world, at the end of the Yaga. Of robes, those will be re- 
garded the best that are made of flax, and of grain, the 
Paspalum frnmentacea* will be regarded the best. Towards 
this period men will regard their wives as their (only) friends. 
And men will live on fish, and milk goats and sheep for cows 
will be extinct. And towards that period, even they that are 
always observant of vows, will become covetous. And opposed 
to one another, men will, at such a time, seek one another’s 
lives ; and divested of Yapa , people will become atheists 
and thieves. And they will even dig the banks of streams 


* The word in the text in Kora-duskakas, supposed by Wilson to be 
the Paspalum frument&cea (vide Diet.) — T. 
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with their spades and sow grains thereon. And even those 
places will prove barren for them at such a time. And those 
pien who are devoted to ceremonial rites in honor of the de- 
ceased and of the gods, will be avaricious and will also 
appropriate and enjoy what belongs to others. The father 
will ifce enjoy what belongs to the son ; and the son, what 
belongs to the father. And those things will also be enjoyed 
by men in such times, the enjoyment of which hath been 
forbidden in the scriptures. And the Brahmanas, speaking 
disrespectfully of the Vedas, will not practise vows, and 
their understandings clou led by the science of disputation, 
they will no longer perform sacrifices and the Homa . And 
deceived by the false science of reasons, they will direct their 
hearts towards everything mean and low. And men will till 
low lands for cultivation and employ cows, and calves that are 
one year old, in drawing the plough and carrying burthens. 
And sons having slain their sires and sires having slain their 
sons will incur no opprobrium. And they will frequently save 
themselves from anxiety by such deeds, and even glory in 
them. And the whole world will be filled with mleccha be- 
haviour ahd notions, and ceremonies and sacrifices will cease, 
and joy will be nowhere and general rejoicings will disappear 
And men will rob the possessions of helpless persons, of 
those that are friendless, and of widows also. And possess- 
ed of small energy and strength, without knowledge, and 
addicted to avarice and folly and sinful practices, men will 
accept with joy the gifts made by wicked people with words 
of contempt. And, O son of Kunti, the kings of the earth, 
with hearts wedded to sin, without knowledge, and always, 
boastful of their wisdom, will challenge one another from de- 
sire of taking one another’s life. And the Kshatriyas also 
towards such a period will become the thorns of the earth. 
And filled with avarice, and swelling with pride and vanity, 
and unable and unwilling to protect (their subjects), they 
will take pleasure in inflicting punishments only. And attack- 
ing and repeating their attacks upon the good and the honest, 
and feeling no pity for the latter even when they will cry in 
grief, the Kshatriyas will, 0 Bharata, rob these of thesis 
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wives and wealth. And no one will ask for a girl (for purpos- 
es of mariage) and no one will give away a girl (for sucb 
purposes), but the girls will themselves choose their lords, 
when the end of the Yuga, comes. And the kings of the 
earth, with souls steeped in ignorance, and discontented with 
what they have, will, at such a time, rob their subjects by 
every means in their power. And without doubt the whole world' 
will be rrilecchijied* ** And, when the end of the Yuga comes, 
the right hand will deceive the left ; and the left, the right, f 
And men with false reputation of learning will contract 
Truth, and the old will betray the senselessness of the young 
and the young will betray the dotage of the old. And cowards 
Will have the reputation of bravery, and the brave will be 
cheerless like cowards. And, towards the end of the Yuga 
men will cease to trust one another. And full of avarice 
and folly, the whole world will have but one kind of food, f 
And sin will increase and prosper, while virtue will fade and 
cease to flourish. And Brahmanas and Kshatriyas and Vai- 
$yas will disappear, leaving, O king, no remnants of their 
orders. And all men, towards the end of the Yuga , will 
become members of one common order, without distinction 
of any kind. And sires will not forgive sons and sons will* 
not forgive sires. And, when the end approaches, wives 
will not wait upon and serve their husbands. And, at such 
a will seek those countries where wheat and barley 

fawn the staple food. And, O monarch, both men and wo- 
men will become perfectly free in their behaviour, and will' 


* The word in the text is mlecchi-bhutam. The Sanskrit grammar 
affords a great facility for the formation of verbs from substantives. 
Mlecchify may be hybrid, but it correctly and shortly signifies what is 
meant by the Sanskrit word. — T. 

t Nilkantha would explain this as meaning that “ even uterine 
brothers and other relatives will deceive one another.” The literal render- 
ing would be “ Even hands will deceive each other.” — T» 

t Distinctions of food there will be none. A different reading is 
noticeable. For Jagat some texts read Tugam. The meaning then is, 

** kinds of conveyances will have but one sort of animals to draw 
them,” The reading, however* is erroneous. — T. 
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*»ofc tolertate one another’s acts. And, O Yulhishthira, the 
whole world will be mlecchified . And men will cease to 
gratify the gods by offerings of the Sraddha. And no one 
will listen to the words of others, and no one will be re- 
garded as a preceptor by another. And, O ruler of men, 
intellectual darkness will envelope the whole earth, and 
the life of man will then be measured by sixteen years, on 
attaining to which age death will ensue. And girls of five 
or six years of age will bring forth children and boys of 
seven or eight years of age will become fathers. And, O 
tiger among kings, when the end of the Y uga will come, the 
wife will never be content with her husband, nor the husband 
with his wife. And the possesions of men will never be 
much, and people will falsely bear the marks of religion, 
and jealousy and malice will fill the world. And no one will, 
at that time, be a giver (of wealth or anything else) in res- 
pect to any one else. And the inhabited regions of the earth 
will be afflicted with dearth and famine, and the highways 
will be filled with lustful men and women of evil repute. And, 
at such a time, the women will also entertain an aversion towards 
their husbands. And without doubt all men will adopt the 
behaviour of the mlecchas , become omnivorous without distinc- 
tion, and cruel in all their acts, when the end of the Yuqa will 
come. And, O thou foremost of the Bharatas, urged by 
avarice, men will, at that time, deceive one another when 
they sell and purchase. And without a knowlege of the 
ordinance, men will perform ceremonies and rites, and, in- 
deed, behave as listeth them, when the end of the Yuga 
comes. And when the end of the Yuga comes, urged by 
their very dispositions, men will act cruelly, and speak ill of 
one another. And people will, without compunction, destroy 
trees and gardens. And men will be filled with anxiety as 
regards the means of living. And, O king, overwhelmed with 
covetousness, men will kill Brahmanas and appropriate and 
enjoy the possessions of their victims. And the regenerate 
ones, oppressed by Sudras, and afflicted with fear, and cry- 
ing Oh and Alas, will wander over the earth without anybody 
to protect them. And when men will begin to slay one an- 
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3ther, and become wicked and fierce and without any respecp 
or animal life, then will the Yuga come to end. And, O king^ 
3ven the foremost of the regenerate ones, afflicted by robbers 
will, like crows, fly in terror and with speed, and seek refuge 
O perpetuator of the Kuru race, in rivers and mountains and 
inaccessible regions. And always oppressed by bad rulers 
with burthens of taxes, the foremost of the regenerate classes, 
O lord of the earth, will, in those terrible times, take leave 
of all patience and do improper acts by becoming even the 
servants of Sndras. And Sudras will expouned the scrip-’ 
tures, and Brahmanas will wait upon and listen to them, 
and settle their course of duty accepting such interpretations 
as their guides. And the low *will become the high, and the 
course of things will look contrary. And renouncing the 
gods, men will worship bones and other relics deposited 
within walls. And, at the end of the Yuga , the Sudras 
will cease to wait upon and serve the Brahmanas. And in 
the asylums of great Rishis, and the schools and colleges of 
Brahmanas, and in places sacred to the gods and sacrificial 
compounds, and in sacred tanks, the earth will be disfigured 
with tombs and walls containing bony relics and not graced with, 
temples dedicated to the gods. These all will take place at 
the end of the Yitga, and know that these are the signs of 
the end of the Yuga. And when men become fierce and 
destitute of virtue and carnivorous and addicted to intoxi- 
cating drinks, then doth the Yuga come to end. And, C 
monarch, when flowers will be begot within flowers, anc 
fruits within fruits, then will the Yuga come to end. And 
the clouds will pour rain unseasonably, when the end of the 
Yuga approaches. And, at that time, ceremonial rites of 
men will not follow one another in due order, and the Sudras 
will quarrel with the Brahmanas. And the earth will soor 
be full of mlecchas, and the Brahmanas will fly in all directions 
for fear of the burthen of taxes. And all distinctions be- 
tween men will cease as regards conduct and beha^our, 
and afflicted with honorary tasks and offices, people will 
fly to woody retreats, subsisting on fruits and roots. And 
the world will be so afflicted, that rectitude of conduct 
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'■Will cease~to be exhibited anywhere. And disciples will set? 
at naught the instructions of preceptors, and seek to even 
injure them. And preceptors, impoverished for wealth, will 
be disregarded by men. And friends and relatives and kins- 
men will perform friendly offices for the sake of the wealth 
only that is possessed by a person. And, when the end of 
the Ynga comes, every body will be in want. And all the 
points of the horizon will be ablaze, and the stars and stellar 
groups will be destitute of brilliancy, and the planets and 
planetary conjunctions will be inauspicious. And the course 
of the winds will be confused and agitated, and innumerable 
meteors will flash through the sky, foreboding evil. And the 
Sun will appear with six others of the same kind. And all 
around there will be din and uproar, and everywhere there 
will be conflagrations. And the Sun, from the hour of his 
rising to that of setting, will be enveloped by Rahu. And 
the deity of a thousand eyes will shower rain unseasonably* 
And, when the end of the Yaga comes, crops will not grow in 
abundance. And the women will always be sharp in speech 
and pitiless and fond of weeping. And they will never 
abide by the commands of their husbands. And, when tha 
end of the Ynga comes, sons will slay fathers and mothers* 
And women, living uncontrolled, will slay their husbands 
and sons.* And, O king, when the end of the Yaga comes, 
Rahn will swallow the Sun unseasonably. And fires will 
blaze up on all sides. And travellers, unable to obtain food and 
drink and shelter even when they ask for these, will lie down 
on the wayside, refraining from urging their solicitations; 
And, when the end of the Ynga comes, crows and snakes and 
cultures and kites and other animals and birds will utter 
frightful and dissonant cries. And, when the end of the 
Yaga comes, men will cast away and neglect their friends and 

♦ The word in the text is ap&gritas. Women ought never to be free* 
Jn childhood, they are to be under the protection of fathers ; in youth, 
tender that of their husbands ; and in old age, under that of their sons, 
I have rendered Sudayishymti into day. It may also mean, torment 


or oppress, 
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relatives and attendants. And, O monarch, when the end of 
Tuga comes, men abandoning the countries and directions 
and towns and cities of their occupation, will seek for new 
ones, one after another. And people will wander over the 
Earth, uttering — Oh father, — Oh son, and such other frightful 
and rending cries. 

“ ‘And when those terrible times will be over, the creation, 
will begin anew. And men will again be created and distribute 
ed into the four orders beginning with Brahmanas. And, about 
that time, in order that men may increase, Providence,* accord* 
ing to its pleasure, will once more become propitious. And then 
when the Sun, the Moon, and Vrihaspati f will, with the cons* 
tellation Pushya % enter the same sign, the Krita age will be- 
gin again. And the clouds will commence to shower seasonably, 
and the stars and stellar conjunctions will become auspicious. 
And the planets, duly revolving in their orbits, will become 
exceedingly propitious. And all around, there will be prosper- 
ity and abundance and health and peace. And commissioned 
by Time, a Brahmana of the name of Kalki will take his 
birth. And he will glorify Vishnu $ and possess great energy, 
great intelligence, and great prowess. And he will take his 
birth in a town of the name of Sambhala in an auspicious 
Brahmana family. And vehicles and weapons, and warriors 
and arms, and coats of mail will be at bis disposal as soon as 
he will think of them. And he will be the king of kings, 
and ever victorious with the strength of virtue. And he will 
restore order and peace in this world crowded with creatures 
and contradictory in its course. IF And that blazing Brahma- 
na of mighty intellect, having appeared, will destroy all 


* The word in the text is Daiva. It may mean Chinee, Destiny or 
Godlike power or energy, I prefer to understand it in the last sense. — T % 
t The planet Jupiter. — T. 

} Pushyti, is the eighth lunar asterism consisting of three stars, oi 
which one is the Cancer, (vide Wilson’s Diet). — T, 

$ Vishnu-yag&, the nominative form of Vishnu-yagas . Grammati- 
cally it qualifies Kalki, Elsewhere it is said that Kalki will take his birth 
In the family of a Brahmana of name Vishnu-yagas. 

% Sankula means both crowded and contradictory. — T % 
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things. And he will be the Destroyer of all, and will set ii 1 
a new Ynga. And surrounded by Brahmanas, that Br&h« 
mana will exterminate all the mlecchas wherever those low and 
despicable persons may take refuge/ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and ninetieth Section in the 
Markandeya-Samaeya of the Yana Parva. 

Section CLXLL 

( Ma rkandeya- Samasya Parva continued, ) 

“Markaudeya continued. — ‘Having exterminated the thieves 
and robbers, Kalfci will, at a great Horse -sacrifice, duly give 
away this Earth to the *Brahmanas. And having established 
anew the blessed rectitude ordained by the Self-create, Kalki 
of sacred deeds and illustrious reputation will enter a de- 
lightful forest. And the people of this Earth will imitate his 
conduct. And when the Brahmanas will have exterminat- 
ed the thieves and robbers, there will be prosperity every- 
where (on Earth). And as the countries of the Earth will one 
after another be subjugated, that tiger among Brahmanas, 
j Kalki, having placed deer-skins and lances and tridents there, 
will roam over the Earth, adored by foremost Brahmanas and 
showing his regard for them, and engaged all the while 
in slaughtering thieves and robbers. And he will exterminate 
the thieves and robbers amid heart-rending cries of — Oh 
father ! — Oh mother ! — Oh son ! and the like. And, O Bha- 
rata, when sin will thus have been rooted out and virtue 
will flourish on arrival of the Krita age, men will once more 
betake themselves to the practice of religious rites. And in 
the age that will set in, viz., the Krita , well-planted gardens, 
and sacrificial compounds, and large tanks, and schools and 
colleges for the cultivation of Brahmanic lore, and ponds and 
temples will re-appoar everywhere. And the ceremonials and 
rites of sacrifices will also begin to be performed. And the 
Brahmanas will become good and honest. And the regener- 
ate ones, devoted to ascetic austerities, will become Munis . 
And the asylums of ascetici/ which had before been filled 
with wicked wretches will once more be homes of men 
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devoted to truths And men in general will begin to honoF 
and practice truth. And all seeds, sown on earth, will grow, 
and, O monarch, every kind of crop will grow in every season. 
And men will devotedly practice charity and vows and obser- 
vances. And the Brahmanas, devoted to meditation and sacri- 
fices, will be of virtuous soul and always cheerful. And the 
rulers of the Earth will govern their kingdoms virtuously. And, 
in the Krita age, the Valyas will be devoted to the practices 
of their order. And the Brahmanas will be devoted to their 
six-fold duties (of study, teaching, performance of sacrifices 
on their own account, officiating at sacrifices performed by 
others, charity, and acceptance of gifts). And the Kshatriyaa 
will be devoted to feats of prowess. And Sudras will bo 
devoted to the service of the three (higher) orders. 

“ ‘These, O Yudhishthira, are the courses of the Krita , the 
Tretd, the Dwdpara , and the succeeding age ! I have now 
narrated to thee everything. I have also told thee, O son of 
Pandu, the periods embraced by the several Yugas t as gener- 
ally known. I have now told thee everything appertaining 
to both the past and the future, as narrated by Vdyu in 
the Purdna (which goes by his name and) which is adored 
by the Rishis . Immortal as I am, I have many a time beheld 
and otherwise ascertained the courses of the world. Indeed, all 
I have seen and felt I have now told thee ! And, O thou of 
unfading glory, listen now with thy brothers to something else 
I will presently tell thee, for clearing thy doubts about re- 
ligion ! O thou foremost of virtuous men, thou shouldst al- 
ways fix thy soul on virtue, for, O monarch, a person of vir- 
tuous soul obtaineth bliss both here and hereafter. And, O 
sinless one, listen to the auspicious words that I will now 
speak to thee ! Never do thou humiliate a Brdhmana , for 
a Brdhmana , if angry , may , hy his vow , destroy the three 
tvorlds !’ ” 

Va^ampayana continued.—' “ Hearing these words of Mar- 
kandeya, the royal head of the Kurus, endued with intelli- 


* This Slola is really difficult. Many of tlie^apgali translators 
have not caught the true meaning. I hare followed jRtkantha,— T* 
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fjence and possessed of great lustre, spoke these words of 
great wisdom. — ‘O Muni , if I am to protect my subjects, to 
“What course of conduct should I adhere ? And how should I 
faehave so that I may not fall away from the duties of my 
order V 

f “ Markandeya, hearing this, answered, — ‘Be merciful to 
all creatures, and devoted to their good. Love all creatures* 
scorning none. Be truthful in speech, humble, with passions 
under complete control, and always devoted to the protection 
of thy people. Practise virtue and renounce sin, and worship 
thou the Pitris and the gods. And whatever thou mayst 
have done from iguorance or carelessness, wash them off and 
expiate them by charity. Renouncing pride and vanity, be 
thou possessed of humility and good behaviour. And subjugat- 
ing the whole Earth, rejoice thou and let happiness be thine. 
This is the course of conduct that accords with virtue. I 
have recited to thee all that was and all that will be regarded 
as virtuous. There is nothing appertaining to the past or the 
future that is unknown to thee ! Therefore, O son, take not 
to heart this present calamity of thine. They that are wise 
are never overwhelmed when they are persecuted by Time . O 
thou of mighty arms, the very dwellers of heaven cannot 
rise superior to Time ! Time affiicteth all creatures. O sinless 
one, let not doubt cross thy mind regarding the truth of 
what I have told thee, for, if thou sufferest doubt to enter 
thy heart, thy virtue will suffer diminution ! O bull of the 
Bharata race, thou art born in the celebrated family of the 
Kurus. Thou shouldst practise that which I have told thee, in 
thought, word, and deed. ’ 

“ Yudhishthira answered. ‘0 thou foremost of the re-* 
generate ones, at thy command I will certainly act accord- 
ing to all the instructions thou hast given me, and which, 
O lord, are all so sweet to the ear ! O foremost of Brail- 
manas, avarice and lust I have none, and neither fear nor 
pride nor vanity. I shall, therefore, 0 lord, follow all that 
thou hast told me ! * ” 

Vai^ampayana continued. — “ Having listened to the words 
of the intelligent Markandeya, the sens ef F&ndu, O.king* 
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along with the wielder of the bow called Sai'nga i and all 
those bulls among Brahmanas, and all others that were there, 
became filled with joy. And having heard those blessed words 
appertaining to olden times, from Markandeya gifted with 
wisdom, their hearts were filled with wonder. ” 

Thus ends the hundred and ninety-first Section in the> 
Markandeya- Samasy a of the Vana Parva. 

Section CLXLII. 

(Markandeya- Samasy d Parva continued.) 

Janamejaya said. — “ It behoveth thee to narrate to me in 
full the greatness of Brahmanas even as the mighty ascetic 
Markandeya had expounded it to the sons of Pandu ! ” 

Vai^ampayana said. — “The eldest son of Pkndu had asked 
Markandeya, saying, — Tt behoveth thee to expound to me 
the greatness of Brahmanas/ Markandeya answered him, 
saying, ‘Listen, O king, to the behaviour of the Brahmanas 
In days of old/ 

“And Markandeya continued, — 'There was a king, of 
name Parikshit, in Ayodhya and beloning to the race of 
Ikshaku. And once upon a time Parikshit went ahunting. 
And riding alone on a horse, as he pursued a deer, the ani- 
mal led him to a great distance (from the habitations of men). 
And fatigued by the distance he had ridden, and afflicted 
with hunger and thirst, he beheld in that part of the country 
whither he was led, a dark and dense forest. And the king, 
beholding that forest, entered it. And seeing a delightful 
tank within the forest, both the rider and the horse bathed 
in it. And refreshed by the bath and placing before his horse 
some stalks and fibres of the lotus, the king sat by the side 
of the tank. And while he was lying by the side of the tank 
he heard certain sweet strains of music. And hearing those 
strains, he reflected, — I do not see here the foot-prints 
of man. Whose and whence then these strains ? — And the 
king soon beheld a maiden of great beauty gathering flowers, 
singing all the while. And the maiden soon came before 
the king. And the king thereupon asked her, — Blessed 
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ene, who art thou and whose ? — And she replied, — I am 
maiden. — And the king said, — I ask thee to be mine. — Anc 
the maiden answered, — Give me a pledge, for then only I 
can be thine, else not. — And the king then asked about the 
pledge. And the girl answered, — Thou wilt never make me 
cast my eyes on water. — And the king saying, — So be it, 
married her. And king Parikshit, having married her, sport- 
ed (with her) in great joy, and sat with her in silence. -And 
while the king was staying there, his troops reached that spot. 
And those troops, beholding the monarch, stood surrounding 
him. And cheered by the presence of his troops, the king 
entered a handsome vehicle, accompanied by his (newly) 
wedded wife. And having arrived at his capital, he began to 
live with her in privacy. And persons that were even near 
enough to the king could not obtain any interview with him. 
And the minister-in-chief enquired of those females that 
waited upon the king, asking, — What do ye do here ? — And 
those women replied, — We behold here a female of unrivalled 
beauty. And the king sporleth with her, having married her 
with a pledge that he would never show her water. — And 
hearing those words, he caused an artificial forest to be created, 
consisting of many trees with abundant flowers and fruits. 
And he caused to be excavated within that forest and towards 
one of its sides a large tank. And placed in a secluded spot and 
full of water that was sweet as Amrita , it was well covered 
with a net of pearls. And approaching the king one day in 
private, he addressed the king, saying, — This is a fine forest 
without water. Sport thou here joyfully ! — And the king, 
it those words of his minister, entered that forest with that 
adorable wife of his. And the king sported with her in that 
delightful forest. And afflicted with hunger and thirst, and 
fatigued and spent, the king beheld a bower of Madhavi 
sreepers.* And entering that bower with his dear one, tho 
sing beheld a tank full of water that was transparent and 
bright as nectar. And beholding that tank, the king sat on 


* An Indian creeper of the order of Gmrtnem racemQsa, It bears 
arge white flowers of much fragrance. — T t 
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its bank with her. And the king told his adorable wife, -5 
Cheerfully do thou plunge into this water j — And she, hearing 
those words* plunged into the tank. But having plunged in- 
to the water, she appeared not above the surface. And as 
the king searched, he failed to discover any trace of her. And 
the king ordered the waters of the tank to be baled out. And 
thereupon he beheld a frog sitting at the mouth of a hole, 
And the king was enraged at this, and promulgated an order, 
Baying, — Let frogs be slaughtered everywhere in my do- 
minions ! Whoever wishes to have an interview with me 
must come before me with a tribute of dead frogs. — And 
accordingly, when frogs began to be terribly slaughtered 
on all sides, fear entered the hearts of all the frogs. And 
the affrighted frogs represented all that happened, unto their 
king. And the king of the frogs, assuming the garb of an 
ascetic, came before king Parikshit. And having approached 
the monarch, he said, — O king, give not thyself up to wrath ! 
Be inclined to grace ! It behoveth thee not to slay the 
innocent frogs ! — Here occurs a couple of SloJcas. (They are 
these :) — O thou of unfading glory, slay not the frogs 1 
Pacify thy wrath ! The prosperity and ascetic merits of those 
that have their souls steeped in ignorance, suffer diminution ! 
Pledge thyself not to be angry with the frogs ! What need 
hast thou to commit such sin ! What purpose will be served by 
slaying the frogs ?* — Then King Parikshit whose soul was filled 
with woe on account of the death of her that was dear to 
him, answered the chief of the frogs who had spoken to him 
thus, saying, — I will not forgive the frogs. On the other 
hand, I will slay them ! By these wicked wretches hath 
my dear one been swallowed up ! The frogs, therefore, always 
deserve to be killed by me ! It behoveth thee not, O learn- 
ed one, to intercede on their behalf! And hearing these words 

* The whole section is a prose account The narrator, M&rkendeya, 
here quotes a couple of Slokas. The word dhanodreka in the first Sloka 
is explained by Nilkantha to mean “ prosperity and ascetic merit.* 
'Avijdnatdm evidently means, “ of the ignorant.” The iguorance, how- 
ever, is with respect to spiritual things. The construction of the second 
line of the second Sloka is peculiar. — T, 
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of Parikshit, the king of the frogs , with his senses and 
mind much pained, said — Be inclined to grace, O king ! I 
am the king of the frogs, of name Ayu. She who was thy 
'wife is nky daughter of the name of Sucjobhana. This, indeed, 
is an instance of her bad conduct. Before this, many king* 
were deceived by her.~The king thereupon told him, — I 
desire to have her. Let her be granted to me by thee ! — The 
king of the frogs thereupon bestowed his daughter upon 
Parikshit, and addressing her, said, — Wait upon and serve 
the king. — And having spoken these words to his daughter, 
he also addressed her in wrath, saying, — Since thou hast de- 
ceived many kings, for this untruthful behaviour of thine, 
thy offspring will prove disrespectful to Brahmana9 ! — But! 
having obtained her, the king became deeply enamoured of her 
in consequence of her companionable virtues. And feeling 
that he had, as it were, obtained the sovereignty of the three 
worlds, he bowed down to the king of the frogs and reverence- 
ed him in due form, and then, with utterance choked in 
joy and tears, said, — I have been favoured, indeed ! — And the 
king of the frogs, obtaining the leave of his daughter, re- 
turned to the place from which he had come. And sometime 
after the king begot three sons upon her. And those sons 
were named Sala, and Dala, and Vala. And sometime after, 
their father, installing the eldest of them of all on the throne, 
and setting his heart on asceticism, retired into the forest. 
And one day Sala, while out ahunting, beheld a deer and pur- 
sued it, on his car. And the prince said to his charioteer,— 
Drive thou fast. — And the charioteer, thus addressed, replied 
unto the king, saying, — Do not entertain such a "purpose. 
This deer is incapable of being caught by thee. I£ indeed, 
Yt %mi horses had been yoked to thy car, then couidst thou 
have taken it. — Thereupon the king addressed his charioteer, 
saying, — Tell me all about V&mi horses, otherwise I will 
slay thee ! — Thus addressed, the Qharioteer became dreadfully 
alarmed. And he was afeared of the king and afeared of 
Vimdeva’s curse, and told not the king anything. And the 
king then, lifting up his scimitar, told him, — Tell me soon, 
else I will slay thee,— At last afeared of the king, the charioteer 
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said, — The Vdmi horses are those belonging V&madeva; they 
are fleet as the mind. — And unto his charioteer who had said 
so, the king said, — Repair thou to the asylum of Varna* 
deva. — And reaching the asylum of Vamadeva, the king 
said unto that Rishi , — O holy one, a deer struck by me is 
flying away. It behoveth thee to make it capable of being 
seized by me by granting me thy pair of Vdmi horses.— 
The Rishi then answered him, saying, — I give thee my pair 
of Vdmi horses. But after accomplishing thy object, my 
i Vdmi pair should be soon returned. — The king then, taking 
those steeds and obtaining the leave of the Rishi , pursued 
the deer, having yoked the Vami pair unto his car. And 
after he had left the asylum, he spoke unto his charioteer, 
saying, — These jewels of steeds the Brahmanas do not deserve 
to possess. These should not be returned to Vamdeva. — • 
Having said this and seized the deer, he returned to his capital 
and placed those steeds within the inner apartments of the 
palace. 

“ ‘Meanwhile the Rishi reflected, — The prince is young. 
Having obtained an excellent pair of animals, he is sporting with 
it in joy without returning it to me. Alas, what a pity it is !— 
And reflecting in this strain, the Rishi said unto a disciple 
of his, after the expiration of a month, — Go, O Atreya, and 
say to the king that if he has done with the Vdmi steeds, he 
Bhould return them unto thy preceptor. — And the disciple 
Atreya, thereupon repairing to the king, spoke unto him as 
instructed. And the king replied, saying, — This pair of 
steeds deserves to be owned by kings. The Brahmanas do 
not deserve to possess jewels of such value. What business 
have Brahmanas with horses ? Return thou contentedly \ — 
And Atreya, thus addressed by the king, returned and told 
lis preceptor all that had happened. And hearing this sad 
intelligence, Vamadeva's heart was filled with wrath. And 
repairing in person to the king, he asked him for his steeds. 
And the king refused to give the Rishi what the latter asked. 
And Vamadeva said, — O lord of Earth, give me thou my 
Vdmi horses ! By them hast thou accomplished a task 
which was almost incapable of bein^ accomplished bv thee ! 
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By transgressing the practices of Brahmanas and Kshatriyas, 
subject not thyself, O king, to death by means of the temble 
noose of Varuna ! — And hearing this, the king answered, — O 
Vamadeva, this couple of excellent, well-trained, and docile 
bulls are fit animals for Brahmanas ! 0 great Rishi , (take 

them and) go with them wherever thou likest ! Indeed, the 
very Vedas carry persons like thee f — Then Vamadeva said, — 
O king, the Vedas do, indeed, carry persons like us. Bub 
that is in the world hereafter. In this world, however, O 
king, animals like these carry me and persons like me as also 
all others ! — At this the king answered, — Let four asses 
carry thee, or four mules of the best kind, or even four 
steeds endued with the speed of the wind. Go thou with 
these. This pair of Vdtml horses, however, deserves to be 
owned by Kshatriyas. Know thou, therefore, that these are 
not thine T — At this, Vamadeva said, — O king, terrible vows 
have been ordained for the Brahmanas. If I have lived in 
their observance, let four fierce and mighty Rakshasas of 
terrible mien and iron bodies, commanded by me, pursue 
thee with desire of slaying, and carry thee on their sharp lances, 
having cut up thy body into four parts r — Hearing this, the 
king said, — Let those, O Vamadeva, that know thee as a 
Brahmana that in thought, word, and deed, is desirous of 
taking life, at my command, armed with bright lances and 
swords, prostrate thee with thy disciples before me ! — Then 
Vamadeva answered, — O king, having obtained these my Vami 
steeds, thou hadst said , — 1 will return them. — Therefore, give 
me back my Vami steeds so that thou mayst be able to protect 
thy life ! — Hearing this, the king said, — Pursuit of deer hath 
not been ordained for the Brahmanas. I do not punish thee, 
however, for tby untruthfulness. From this day, too, obey* 
ing all thy commands I will, O Brahmana, attain to regions of 
bliss ! — Vamadeva then said, — A Brahmana cannot be punish* 
ed in thought, word, or deed. That learned person who by 
ascetic austerities succeedeth in knowing a Brahmana to be so* 
faileth not to attain to prominence in this world. — * 

“Markandeya continued. — ‘After V&madeva had said this, 
fbere arose, 0 king, (four) Rakshasas of terrible mien* An d 
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m they, with knce3 in their hands, approached the king for 
slaying him, the latter cried aloud, saying, — If, 0 Brihmana,. 
all the descendants of of IkshSku's race, if (my brother) Dala, 
if all these Vai^yas, acknowledge my sway, even then I wilt 
not yield up the Vdmi steeds to Vamadeva, for these men can 
never be virtuous ! — And while he was uttering those words, 
those Rakshasas slew him, and the lord of Earth was soon 
prostrated on the ground. And the Ikshakus, learning that 
their king had been slain, installed Dala on the throne* And 
the Brahmana Vamadeva, thereupon going to the kingdom 
(of the Ikshasus), addressed the new monarch, saying, — O 
king, it hath been declared in all the sacred books that 
persons should give away unto Brahmanas If thou fearest 
sin, O king, give me now the Vdmi steeds without delay. — And 
hearing these words of Vamadeva, the king in anger spoke 
unto his charioteer, saying, — Bring me an arrow from those I 
have kept, which is handsome to behold and tempered with poi- 
son, so that pierced by it Vamadeva may lie prostrate in pain, 
torn by the dogs ! — Hearing this, Vamadeva answered, — I know, 
O king, that thou hast a son of ten years of age, called Sena- 
jita, begotten upon thy queen. Urged by my word, slay 
thou that dear boy of thine without delay by means of thy 
frightful arrows ! — ’ 

* Markandeya continued. — 'At these words of Vamadeva, 
O king, that arrow of fierce energy, shot by the monarch, 
slew the prince in the inner apartments. And hearing this, 
Dala said there and then, — Ye people of Ikshaku’s race, I 
will do ye good ! I shall slay this Brahmana today, grinding 
him with force ! Bring me another arrow of fierce energy. 
Ye lords of Earth, behold my prowess now ! — And at these 
words of Dala, Vamadeva said, — This arrow of terrible mien 
and tempered with poison, that thou aimest at me, thou shalt 
not, O ruler of men, be able to aim nor even to shoot ! — 
And thereupon the king said, — Ye men of Ishaku’s race, 
behold me incapable of shooting the arrow that hath been 
taken up by me ! I fail to compass the death of this Brah- 
mana ! Let Vamadeva who is blessed with a long life live ! — 
'JJfeen Vamadeva said, — Touching thy with this arrow* 
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^fcou mayst purge thySelf of this sin (of attempting to take 
the life of a Br&hmana) \ — And king Dala did as he was di- 
rected. And the queen then addressed the Muni and said, — •' 

0 Vamadeva, let me be able to duly instruct this wretched 
husband of mine from day to day, imparting unto him word*' 
of happy import ; and let me always wait upon and serve thd" 
Brahmanas, and by this acquire, O Brahmana, the sacred re- 
rigons hereafter! — And hearing these words of the queen, 
V&madeva said, — O thou of beautiful eyes, thou hast saved 
this royal race ! Beg thou an incomparable boon \ I wilt 
grant thee whatever thou mayst ask ! And, O thou fault- 
less one, rule thou, O princess, these thy kinsmen and 
this great kingdom of the Ikshakus ! — And hearing these 
words of Vamadeva, the princess said, — This, O holy one, id 
the boon I seek, viz.> that my husband may now be freed 
from his sin, and that thou mayst be employed in thinking 
of the weal of his son and kinsmen ! This is the boon that 

1 ask, O thou foremost of Brahmanas ! — ’ 

“ MArkandeya continued. — Hearing these words of the 
queen, that Muni, O thou foremost of the Kuru race, said, — 
So be it. — And thereupon king Dala became highly glad and 
gave unto the Muni his Vdmi steeds, having bowed down 
unto him with reverence/ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and Dinety-second Section in the 
Markandeya-Samasya of the Vana Parva. 

Section CLXLIII. 

( Markandeya-Samasya Parva continued .) 

Vai9amp&yana said. — f The Rishis , the Brahmanas, and 
Yudhishthira then asked Markandeya, saying, — *How did the 
Rishi Vaka become so long-lived V 

“ Thus asked by them, Markandeya answered, — ‘The royal 
sage Vaka is a great ascetic and endowed with long life. Ye 
need not enquire into the reason of this/ 

“ Hearing this, O Bharata, the son of Kunti, king Yudhish- 
thira the just, along with his brothers, then asked Markandeya, 
saying,— Tt hath been heard by us that both Yaka and 
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Dalvya are of great souls and endowed with immortality, ani 
that those Rishis , held in universal reverence, are the friends' 
of the chief of the gods. O holy one, I desire to listen to 
the (history of the) meeting of Yaka and Indra that is fuif 
of both joy and woe. Narrate thou that history unto usr 
succintly.’ 

u Markandeya said. — ‘When that horrible conflict between* 
the gods and the Asuras was over, Indra became the ruler o l 
the three worlds. The clofids showered rain copiously. And 
the dwellers of the world had abundance of harvests, and 
were excellent in disposition. And devoted to virtue, they 
always practised morality and enjoyed peace. And all persons, 
devoted to the duties of their respective orders, were perfect- 
ly happy and cheerful. And the slayer of Vala, beholding all 
the creatures of the world happy and cheerful, became him- 
self filled with joy. And he of an hundred sacrifices, the 
chief of the gods, seated on the back of his elephant AirA- 
vata, surveyed his happy subjects. And he cast his eyes on 
delightful asylums of Rishis , on various auspicious rivers, towns 
full of prosperity, and villages and rural regions in the enjoy- 
ment of plenty. And he also cast his eyes upon kings devot- 
ed to the practice of virtue apd well-skilled in ruling their 
subjects. And he also looked upon tanks and reservoirs and 
wells and lakes and smaller lakes all full of water and adored 
by best of Brahmanas in the observance, besides, of various 
excellent vows. And then descending on the delightful Earth, 
O king, the god of an hundred sacrifices proceeded towards 
a blessed asylum teeming with animals and birds, situate by 
the side of the sea, in the delightful and auspicious region 
of the East on a spot overgrown with abundance of vege- 
tation. And the chief of the gods beheld Vaka in that 
asylum. And Vaka also, beholding the ruler of the Immortals, 
became highly glad. And he worshipped Indra by presenting 
him with water to wash his feet, a carpet to sit upon, the 
usual offerings of the Arghya, and fruits and roots. And 
the boon-giving slayer of Vala, the divine ruler of those that 
know not old age, being seated at his ease, asked Yaka the 
following question, —rQ sinless Muni, thou hast lived for aa 
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hundred years ! Tell me, O Brahmana, what the sorrows 
Sire of those that are immortal l — * 

u Markandeya continued. — ‘Hearing this, Yaka answered, 
saying, — Life with persons that are disagreeable, separation 
from those that are agreeable and beloved, companionship 
with the wicked, — these are the evils which they that are im- 
mortal have to bear. The death of sons and wives, of kinsmen 
and friends, and the pain of dependance on others, are some 
of the greatest of evils. (These may all be noticed in a death- 
less life).* There is no more pitiable sight in the world, as I 
conceive, than that of men destitute of wealth being insulted 
by others. The acquisition of family dignity by those that 
have it not, the loss of family dignity by those that have it, 
unions and disunions/ -f* — these all are noticeable by those that 
lead deathless lives. How they that have no family dignity J 
but have prosperity, win what they have not, — all this, O 
god of an hundred sacrifices, is before thy very eyes ! What 
can be more pitiable than the calamities and reverses sustain- 
ed by the gods, the Asuras , the Qandharvas , men, the 
Snakes, and the Rdkshasas ? They that have been of good 
families suffer afflictions in consequence of their subjection to 
persons that are ill-born, and the poor are insulted by the 
rich. What can be more pitiabe than these ? Innumerable 
examples of such contradictory dispensations are seen in the 
world. The foolish and the ignorant are cheerful and happy, 
while the learned and the wise suffer misery 1 Plentiful 
instances of misery and woe are seen among men, in this 
world ! (They that lead deathless lives are destined to behold 
all these and suffer on that account.)® — * 

“ Tndra then said, — O thou of great good fortune, tell me 


* Some such omission must be supplied to make the sense intelli- 
gible.— T. 

t The words in the text are Samyoga and Vijproyogd . None of the 
commentators touch these words. The sense is obscure. — T . 
t The printed texts read Akulanam Samriddhanam . — T. 

9 Some such words are- necessary to make the connection obvious . — V 
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again, what the joys are of those persons that lead deathless! 
lives, — -joys that are adored by gods and Rishis ! * — * 

“ ‘Vaka answered, — If without having to associate with a 
wicked friend, a man cooks scanty vegetables in his own house 
at the eighth or the twelfth part of the day, there can be 
nothing happier than that, “f* He in whose case the day is not 
counted is not called voracious. And, O Maghavan, happi- 
ness is even his in whose house scanty vegetables are cooked ! 
Earned by his own efforts, without having to depend upon .any 
3ne, he that eateth even fruits and vegetables in his own 
house is entitled to respect. He that eateth in another's 
house the food given to him in contempt, even if that food 
be rich and sweet, doth what is despicable. This, therefore, 
is the opinion of the wise that fie on the food of that mean 
wretch who like a dog or a RUcshasa eateth at another’s house. 
If after treating guests and servants and offering food to the 
Pitris, a good Brahmana eateth what remains, there can be 
nothing happier than that. There is nothing sweeter or 
nore sacred, O thou of an hundred sacrifices, than that food 
which such a person takes after serving the guest with the 
irst portion thereof. Each mouthful (of rice) that the Brah- 
mana eats after having served the guest, produces merit equal 
;o what attaches to the gift of a thousand kine. And what- 
3ver sins such a one may have committed in his youth are all 
washed away of a certainty. The water in the hands of the 
Brahmana that hath been fed and honored with a pecuniary 
gift (after the feeding is over), when touched with water 
(sprinkled by him that feeds), instantly purges off all the 
sins of the latter ! — ’ 


* The Maharajah of Burdwan makes Devarshi-ganaehevita an adjective 
yf Mahdbhdga , . He has, of course, omitted the accusative particle* 
Every other printed edition, however, reads Devarshi-gandshevitavn* 
There can, therefore, be no option but to take it as an adjective of 
Sukham . 

t They, therefore, that lead deathless lives can enjoy this bliss frost 
day to day for ever. 
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♦ g{ ‘Speaking of these and various other things with Vaka» 
the chief of the gods went away to Heaven. 411 * ” 

Thus ends the hundred and ninety-third Section in thd 
M&rkandeya-Samasya of the Yana Parva. 


Section CLXLIV. 

X Markandeya- Samasyd rarva continued . ) 

Vaigampayana said. — “ Then the sons of Pfcndu again 
addressed Markandeya, saying, — ‘Thou hast told us of the 
greatness of Brahrnanas. We desire now to hear of the 
greatness of the royal Kshatriyas !’ Thus addressed by them, 
the great Rishi Markandeya spoke, — ‘Listen now to the 
greatness of the royal Kshatriyas 1 A certain king of the 
name of Suhotra belonging to the Kuril race, went on a visit 
to the great Rishis. And as he was returning from that visit, 
he beheld king Shivi, the son of Uginara, seated on his car. 
And as each came before the other, each saluted the other 
as best befitted his age. And each regarding himself as the 
equal of the other in respect of qualities, refused to give 
the way to the other. And at this juncture Narada appeared 
there, and beholding what had happened, the celestial Rishi 
asked, — Why is it that ye both stand here, blocking each, 
other’s way ? — And thus questioned, both of them spoke to 
N%rada, saying, — O holy one, do not speak so ! The sages o€ 
old have declared that the way should be given to one who is 


* It is difficult to understand how all that Vaka says can be an 
answer to Indra’s question. The chief of the gods enquires— What are 
the joys of those that lead deathless lives ? Vaka breaks away unto sc 
confused rigmarole about the merits of independence and the religious 
merit of entertaining guests and servants. All the printed editions 
have the passage as rendered here. I have examined some Bengal 
manuscripts. These do not differ from the printed editions. Let tho 
ingenious reader find out for himself the relavancy of the answer to 
the question. The supposition may be hazarded that this passage has 
undergone some change at the hands of the amenuentes . Minute re- 
search might be able to throw light on the point. I have, therefore* 
rendered the whole passage exactly as it stands,— 2\ 
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jjfliperior, or to him that is abler. We, however, that stand bldck-i 
ing each other's way, are equal to each other in every respect* 
fudged properly, there is no superiority or inferiority amongst 
us. — Thus addressed by them, Narada recited three 8loka&* 
(They are these :) — O thou of the Kuru race, he that is 
wicked behaveth wickedly even unto him that is humble ; 
he also that is humble, behaveth with humility and honesty 
unto him that is wicked ! He that is honest behaveth honestly 
even towards the dishonest. Why should he not behave honest- 
(y towards him that is honest ? He that is honest regardeth the 
service that is done to him, as if it were an hundred times 
greater than it is. Is this not current amongst the gods 
themselves ? Certainly it is the royal son of U^nara who is 
possessed of goodness that is greater than thine. One should 
conquer the mean by charity ; the untruthful by truth, the 
man of wicked deeds by forgiveness ; and the dishonest by 
honesty. Both of ye are large-hearted. Let one amongst ye 
stand aside, according to the indication of the above slokds . — 
And having said so, Narada became silent. And hearing 
what Narada had said, the king of the Kuru race, walking 
round Shivi, and praising his numerous achievements, gave 
him the way and went on in his course. It was even thus 
that Narada had described the high blessedness of the royal 
Kshatriyas/ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and ninety-fourth Section in the 
Markandeya-Samasya of the Vana Parva, 

Section CLXLV. 

( Markandeya-Samasya Parva continued. ) 

" Markandeya continued. — ‘Listen now to another story. 
One day as king Yayati the son of Nahusha was sitting on 
his throne, surrounded by the citizens, there came unto him 
a Brahmana desirous of soliciting wealth for his preceptor. 
And approaching the king, the Brahmana said, — O king, 
I beg of thee wealth for my preceptor according to my 
covenant! — And the king said, — O holy one, tell me what 
thy covenant is,— And thereupon 'the Brahmana said,-^ 
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0 king, in this world when, men are asked for alms they 
entertain contempt for him that asketh it ! I, therefore, ask 
thee, O king, with what feelings wilt thou give me what I ask 
and upon which I have set my heart ! — And the king replied; 
saying, — Having given away anything, I never boast of it. 

1 never also listen to solicitations for things that cannot be 
given* I listen, however, to prayers for things that can be 
given, and giving them away I always become happy ! I will 
give thee a thousand kine. The Brahmana that asks me for 
a gift is always dear* to me. I* am never angry with the 
person that begs of me, and I am never sorry for having given 
away anything ! — And the Br&hmana then obtained from the 
king a thousand kine and went away.* ” 

Thus ends the hundred and ninety-fifth Section in the 
Markandeya-Samasya.of the Vana Parva* 


Section CLXLVE 

(Mdrkandcya-Samisya, Parva continued . ) 

Vaicjampayana said , — “ The son of Pandu again addressed 
the Rishi and said, — ‘Speak thou unto us of the high fortune 
of royal Kshatriyas !’ And Maxkaudeya said, — There were two 
kings of the name of Vrishadarbha and Seduka. And both of 
them were conversant with morals and with weapons of attack 
and defence. And Seduka knew that Vrishadharva had from 
his boyhood an unuttered vow that he would give no other 
metal unto Brahmanas save gold and silver. And once on si 
time a Brahmana, having completed his study of the Vedas, 
came unto Seduka, and uttering a benediction upon him 
begged of him* wealth for his preceptor, saying, — Give mo 
a thousand steeds ! — And thus addressed, Seduka said unto 
him, — It is not possible for me to give thee this for thy pre- 
ceptor ! Therefore, go thou unto king Vrishadharva, for, O 
Brahmana, he iaa highly virtuous king. Go and beg of him 
He will grant thy request. Even this is his unuttered vow ! 
—Hearing these words, that Brahmana went to Vrishadarbha 
and begged of him* a thousand steeds. And the king, thus 
solicited, struck the Brahmana with a whip, And thereupon* 
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the Brahmana said; — Innocent as I am, why dost thou attach 
me thus ? — And the Br&hmana was on the point of cursing 
the king, when the latter said, — 0 Br&hmana, dost thou 
curse him that doth not give thee what thou askest ? Or, is 
this behaviour proper for a Brahmana ? — And the Brahmana 
said, — O king of kings, sent unto thee by Seduka, I came 
before thee for alms ! Instructed by him I begged of thee !— - • 
And hearing this, the king said, — I will give thee now what-* 
ever tribute may come to me before the morning is expired. 
How, indeed, can I send away the man empty-handed who 
bath been whipped by me ! — And having said this, the king 
gave unto that Brahmana the entire proceeds of that day. 
And that was more than the value of a thousand horses/ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and ninety-sixth Section in tho 
Markandeya-Samasya of the Yana Parva. 

Section CLXLVII. 

( Marhandeya-Samasya Parva continued. ) 

c ‘ Markandeya said, — ‘One day it was resolved by the gods 
that they should descend on the Earth and try the goodness 
and virtue of king Shivi the son of U^inara. And address- 
ing each other — Well — Agni and Indra came to the Earth. 
And Agni took the form of a pigeon flying away from Indra 
who pursued him in the form of a hawk. And that pigeon 
fell upon the lap of king Shiri who was seated on an excellent 
Beat. And the priest, thereupon addressing the king, said,— 
Afeared of the hawk and desirous of saving its life, this 
pigeon hath come to thee for safety ! The learned have said 
that the falling of a pigeon upon one's body forebodeth a 
great danger. Let the king that understands omens give 
away wealth for saving himself from the danger indicated !-— 
And the pigeon also addressed the king and said, — Afeared of 
the hawk and desirous of saving my life I have come to thee 
for protection ! I am a Muni . Having assumed the form of 
a pigeon I come to thee as a seeker of thy protection. In- 
deed, I seek thee as my life ! Know me as one possessed of 
sjedic lore, as one leading the JBrahmacharya mode of life/ 



4ta one possessed also of self-control snd ascetic WftiK 
And know me, further, as one that has never spoken dittjise 
ably unto his preceptor, as one possessed of every virtue, io* 
deed, as one that is sinless ! I repeat the Vedas , I know 
their prosody ; indeed, I have studied all the Vedas letter by 
letter 1 I am not a pigeon. Oh, do not yield me up to the 
hawk. The giving up of a learned and pure Brahmana can: 
never be a good gift ! — And after the pigeon had said so, the 
hawk addressed the king and said, — Creatures do not come 
into the world in the same particular order. In the order of 
creation, thou mayst, in a former birth, have been begotten 
by this pigeon. It is not proper for thee, O king, to inter* 
fere with my food by protecting this pigeon (even though he 
might have been thy father). — And thus addressed, the king, 
said, — Hath any before this seen birds thus speak the 

pure speech of man V Knowing what this pigeon sayeth, and 
this hawk also, how can we act today according to virtue ? He 
that giveth up an affrighted creature seeking protection, unto 
its foe, doth not obtain protection when he is in need of 
it himself. Indeed, the very clouds do not shower rain 
seasonably for him, and the seeds may scatter do not grow 
for him. He that giveth up an afflicted creature seeking pro- 
tection, unto its foe, hath to see his offspring die in childhood. 
The ancestor of such a person can never dwell in heaven ; 
indeed, the very gods decline to accept the libations of clari- 
fied butter poured by him into the fire. He that giveth up an 
affrighted creature seeking protection, unto its foe, is struck 
with the thunder-bolt by the gods with Indra at their head. 
Of a narrow soul, the food that he eateth is unsanctified, and 
he falleth from heaven very soon. O hawk, let the people 
of the Shivi tribe place before thee a bull cooked with rice 
instead of this pigeon ! And let them also carry to the place 
where thou livest in joy, meat in abundance ! — And hearing 
this, the hawk said. — O king, I do not ask for a bull, nor, -in- 
deed, any other meat, nor meat more than that of this pigeon t 
It bath been given to me by the gods. This creature, therefore, 
is my food today in consequence of its death that hath been 
ordained, Therefore/ 0 monarob, give it up to me !— Thua 
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addressed by the hawk, the king said, — Let my men see amf 
carefully carry the bull to thee with every limb entire. Let 
that bull be the ransom of this crea*ture afflicted with frights 
And let it be carried to thee before my eyes. Oh, slay nob* 
this pigeon ! I will yield up my very life, yet I would nob 
give up this pigeon ! Dost thou not know, O* hawk, that* 
this creature looketh like a Sacrifice with the Soma juice t 
O blessed one, cease to take so much trouble after it ! I catr 
not, by any means, yield up the pigeon to thee \ Or, O 
hawk, if it pleasest thee, command me to do some such thing 
which I may do for thee, which may be agreeable to thee* 
and upon doing which the men of the Shivi tribe may yet in 
joy bless me in terms of applause ! I promise thee that I will do 
what thou jnayst bid me do ! — And at this appeal of the king; 
the hawk said, — O king, if thou givest me as much flesh as 
would be equal to the weight of the pigeon, cutting it off 
thy right thigh, then can the pigeon be properly saved by 
thee, then wouldsfc thou do what would be agreeable to me 
and what the men of the Shivi tribe would speak of in 
terms of praise ! — And the king agreed to this. And he cut 
off a piece of flesh from his right thigh and weighed it with 
the pigeon. But the pigeon weighed heavier. And there- 
upon the king cut off another piece of his flesh, but the pi- 
geon still weighed heavier. And then the king cut off pieces 
of flesh from all parts of his body and placed them on the 
scale. But the pigeon still weighed heavier. And then the- 
king himself ascended the scale. And he felt no grief at 
this. And beholding this, the hawk disappeared there and 
then, having said, — (The pigeon hath been) Saved / — And the 
king asked the pigeon, saying, — I ask thee, O pigeon, let 
the Shivis know who the hawk is ! None but the Lord of 
the Universe could do as he did ! O holy one, answer thou 
this question of mine ! — And the pigeon then said, — I am the 
smoke-bannered Agni called also Vaigwanara ! The hawk isr 
none other than Shachi’s lord armed with the thunder-bolt* 
O son of Suratha, thou art a bull among men J We came 
to try thee ! These pieces of flesh, O king, that thou hadst 
cut off with thy sword from thy body for saving me, few 
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f&used gashes in thy body. I will make these marks auspici- 
ous and handsome. And they will be of the color of gold 
and emit a sweet perfume. And earning great fame and res- 
pected by the gods and the Mishis, thou shalt long rule these 
subjects of thine. And a son will spring from thy flank who 
shall be called Kapataroman, O king, thou shalt obtain 
this son of the name of Kapotroman from out of thy own 
body. And thou wilt behold him become the foremost of 
the Saurathas, blazing with renown, possessed of bravery and 
great personal beauty ! — ’ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and ninety-seventh Section in the 
Jtarkandeya-Samasya of the Vana Parva. 


Section CLXLVIII. 

( Markandeya-Samcisya, Parva continued ,) 

Vaujampayana said. — “ And the son of Pandu once more 
addressed Markandeya, saying, — ‘Tell us again of the great 
good fortune of kings !* And Markandeya said, — ‘There came 
unto the Horse-sacrifice of king Ashtaka of Y^wamitra’s race, 
many kings. And there came unto that sacrifice the three 
brothers also of that king, viz,, Pratarddana, Vasumanas, 
and Shivi the son of U^inara. And after the sacrifice was 
completed, Ashtaka was proceeding on his car along with 
his brothers, when they all beheld Narada coming that way, 
And they saluted the celestial Rishi and said unto him, — Bide 
thou on this car with us. — And Narada, saying So be it, mount- 
ed on the car. And one among those kings, having grati- 
fied the holy and celestial Rishi Narada, said,— O holy one, 
I desire to ask thee something. — And the Rishi said, — Ask J— 
And the person, thus permitted, said, — All four of us are bless- 
ed with long lives and have, indeed, every virtue. We shall, 
therefore, be permitted to go to a certain heaven and dwell 
there for a long period. W ho amongst us, however, O king, 
shall fall down first ? Thus questioned, the Rishi said, — This 
Ashtaka shall first come down. — And thereupon the inquirer 
asked, — For what cause ? — And the Rishi answered, — I lived 
for a few days in the abode of Ashtaka, He carried me (one 
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day) on his car out of the town. And there. I beheld thousand^ 
of kine distinguished from one another by difference of hue. 
And beholding those kine I asked Ashtaka whose" were they. 
And Ashtaka answered me, saying,—/ have given away these 
kine . — By this answer he gave expression to his own praise. It 
is for this answer of his that Ashtaka shall have to come down, 
—And after Narada had said so, one of them again enquired, 
saying — Three of us then will stay in heaven. Amongst us 
three, who shall fail down first ? And the Rishi answered,—* 
Pratarddana ! — And the inquirer asked, — For what cause ?— • 
And the Rishi answered, — I lived for some days in the abode 
of Pratarddana also. And he carried me on his car one day. 
And while doing so, a Brahmana asked him, saying — Give me 
a horse ! — And Pratarddana replied , — After returning I will 
give thee one ! — And thereupon the Brahmana said ,— Let it be 
given to me soon ! — And as the Brahmana spoke those words, 
the king gave unto him the steed that had been yoked on 
the right-hand wheel of the car. And there came unto him 
another Brahmana desirous of obtaining a steed. And the 
king having spoken to him in the same way, gave him the 
steed that had been yoked on the left wheel of his car. And 
having given away the horse unto him, the king proceeded 
on his journey. And then there came unto the king another 
Brahmana desirous of obtaining a horse. And the king soon 
gave him the horse on the left front of his car, unyoking the 
animal. And having done so, the king proceeded on his 
journey. And then there came unto the king another Brah- 
maua desirous of obtaining a horse. And the king said 
unto him, — Returning , I wiU give thee a horse ! — But the 
Brkhmana said , — Let the steed be given to me soon ! — And the 
king gave him the only horse he had. And seizing the yoke 
of the car himself, the king began to draw it. And as he 
did so, he said , — There is now nothing for the Brahmana w. 
The king had given away, it is true, but he had done so with 
detraction. And for that speech of his, he shall have to fall 
down from heaven. — And after the Rishi had said so, #f the 
two that remained, one asked, — Who amongst us two shall 
dall down ? — And the Rishi answered,— Vasuiqanas, And 
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tfche inquirer asked, — For what reason ? — And Narada said,— 
In course of my wanderings I arrived at the abode of Vasu- 
manas. And at that time the Brahmanas were performing 
the ceremony of Swastivachana for the sake of a flowery car.* 
And I approached the king’s presence. And after the BrEh- 
manas had completed the ceromony, the flowery car became 
visible to them. And I praised that car, and thereupon the 
king told me, — Holy one, by thee hath this car been praised ! 

, Let this car , therefore , be thine ! And after this I went to 
Yasumanas another time when I was in need of a (flowery) 
car. And I admired the car, and the king said. — It is thine / — 
And I went to the king a third time and admired the car again. 
And even then the king, exhibiting the flowery car to the 
Brahmanas, cast his eyes on me, and said, — 0 holy one , thou, 
hast praised the flowery ear sufficiently. And the king only 
said these words, without making me a gift of that car. And 
for this he will fall down from heaven. — * 

“ 'And one among them then said, — Of the one who is to 
go with thee, who will go and who will fall down ? — And 
Narada answered, — Shivi will go, but I will fall down ! — For 
what reason? — asked the inquirer. And Narada said, — lam 
not the equal of Shivi. For one day a Brahmana came unto 
Shivi and addressing him, said, — O Shivi, I come to thee for 
food ! — And Shivi replied unto him, saying, — What shall I do ? 
Let me have thy orders! — And the Brahmana answered, — • 
This thy son known by the name of Vrihadgarbha should be 
killed. And, O, cook him for my food ' — And hearing this, I 
waited to see what would follow. And Shivi then killed his 
son and cooking him duly and placing that food in a vessel 
and taking it upon his head, he went out in search of the 


* The ceremony of Swat ivachana is described to be u a religious 
rite, preparatory to any important observance, in which the Brahmanas 
strew boiled rice on the ground, and invoke the blessings of the gods 
on the ceremony about to commence. ” ( Vide Wilson’s Diet). — T. 

A itowery car was, probably, one of celestial make that the king*, 
procured from heaven by performing costly rites and ceremonies. Thesn 
were sometimes exhibited to the people, and privious to their exhibit 
tioa, the ceremony of Swastivachana was performed. — T t 
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Brahman a. And while Shivi was thus seeking for the Braht 
rnana, some one told him, — The Brahmana thou seekest, 
having entered thy city, is setting fire to thy abode. And he 
is also setting fire, in wrath, to thy treasury, thy arsenal, 
the apartments of the females and thy stables for horses and 
elephants ! — And Shivi heard all this without change of color f 
and entering his city spoke unto the Brahmana, — O holy one, 
the food has been cooked. — And the Brahmana, hearing this, 
spoke not a word. And from surprise he stood with down-cast 
looks. And Shivi, with a view to gratify the Brahmana, 
Said, — 0 holy one, eat thou this ! — And the Brahmana, look- 
ing at Shivi for a moment, said, — Eat it thyself !— And there* 
upon Shivi said, — Let it be so.-— And Shivi cheerfully taking 
the vessel from his head desired to eat it. And thereupon 
the Brahmana caught hold of Shivi’s hand and addressing 
him, said,— Thou hast conquered wrath. There is nothing 
that thou canst not give unto the Brahmanas ! — And saying 
this, that Brahmana adored Shivi. And then, as Shivi cast 
his eyes before him, he beheld his son standing like a child 
of the gods, decked in ornaments and yielding a fragrance 
from his body. And the Brahmana, having accomplished all 
this, made himself invisible. And it was Vidhatri himself 
who had thus come in that guise to try that royal sage. And 
after Vidhatri had disappeared, the counsellors addressed the 
king, saying, — Thou knowest everything. For what didst 
thou do all this ? — And Shivi answered, — It was not for fame 
nor for wealth, nor from desire of acquiring objects of enjoy- 
ment that I did all this. This course is not sinful. It is for 
this that I do ail this. The path which is trodden by the virtu- 
ous is laudable. My heart always inclineth towards such a 
course. — This high instance of Shivi's blessedness I know, and 
I have, therefore, narrated it duly ! — ' ” 

Thus ends the hundred and ninety-eighth Section in the. 
Markandeya Samasya of the Vana Parva, 



Section CLXLIX. 

(Harkandeya-Samdsyd Parva continued,) 

Vai<jampayana said. — “The sons of P&ndu and those Riskis 
then asked Markandeya, — Is there anybody that is blessedT 
with a longer life than thou ? And Markandeya answered 
them, saying, — ‘There is, without doubt, a royal sage of the 
name of Indradyumna. And his virtue having diminishedi he 
fell from heaven, crying, — My achievements are lost ! — And 
he came unto me and asked, — Dost thou know me ?— And 
I answered him, saying, — From our anxiety to acquire 
religious merit we do not confine ourselves to any home 4 
We live but for a night in the same village or town. A 
person like us, therefore, cannot possibly know thy pur- 
suits. The fasts and vows we observe render us weak in 
body and unable to follow any worldly pursuits on our own 
behalf. Hence, one like us cannot possibly know thee! — 
fie then asked me, — Is there any one who is longer-lived 
than thou ? — I answered him, saying,— There liveth on the 
Himavat an owl of the name of Pravarakarna. He is older 
than I. He may know thee. That part of the Himavat) 
where he dwelleth is far off from here. — And at this, Tndra- 
dyumna became a horse and carried me to where that owl* 
lived. And the king asked the owl, saying, — Dost thoa* 
know me ? — And the owl seemed to reflect for a moment ahd 
then said unto the king, — I do not know thee. — And the 
royal sage Indradyumna thereupon asked the owl, — Is there 
any one who is older than thou ? — And thus asked, the owl 
answered, saying— There is a lake of the name of Indra- 
dyumna. In that lake dwelleth a crane of the name of 
Nadijangha. He is older than we. Ask thou* hips.— And at 
this, king Indradyumna, taking both myself and the owl 
went to that lake where the crane Nadijangha dwelt. And 
that crane was asked by us, — Dost thou know this king 
IndraSyumna ? — And the crane thereupon seemed to reflect 
a little and then said, — I do not know king Indradyumna.— 
And the crane was asked by us,— Is there any one who is older 
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than thou ? — And he answered us, saying, — There dwelletk, 
in this very lake a tortoise of the name of Akupara. He is^ 
older than I. He may know something of this king. There- 
fore, enquire ye of Akupara. — And then that crane gave in- 
formation to the tortoise, saying. — It is intended by us to ask 
thee something. Please come to us. — And hearing this, the 
tortoise came out of the lake to that part of the bank where 
we all were. And as he came there, we asked him, saying,—* 
Dost thou know this king Indradyumna ? — And the tortoise 
reflected for a moment. And hi3 eyes were filled with tears 
and his heart was much moved. And he trembled all over and 
was nearly deprived of his senses. And he said with joined 
hands, — Alas, do I not kuow this one ? He had planted the 
sacrificial stake a thousand times at the time of kindling 
the sacrificial fire. This lake was excavated by the feet of 
the cows given away by this king unto the Brahmanas on the 
completion of the sacrifice. I have lived here ever since.— 
And after the tortoise had said all this, there came from the 
celestial regions a car. And an aerial voice was heard which 
said, addressing Indradyumna, — Oome thou and obtain the 
place thou deservest in heaven ! Thy achievements are great ! 
Come thou cheerfully to thy place ! — Here also are certain 
elokas : The report of virtuous deeds spreadeth over the Earth 
and ascendeth to heaven. As long as that report lasts so long 
is the doer said to be in heaven. The man whose evil deeds 
are bruited about, is said to fall down and live, as long as that 
evil report lasts, in the lower regions. Therefore, should man 
be virtuous in his acts if he is to gain Heaven. And he should 
seek refuge in virtue, abandoning a sinful heart. — ’ 

“ ‘And hearing these words, the king said, — Let the car stay 
here as long as I do not take these old persons to the places 
whence I brought them. And having brought me and the 
owl PrSLvarakarna to our respective places, he went away, 
riding on that car, to the place that was fit for him. Long- 
lived as I am, I witnessed all this. 

Vai^ampayana continued. — ‘* It was thus that Markan- 
deya had narrated all this unto the sons of Pandu. And after 
Markandcya had finished, the sons of Pandu said, — Blessed be 
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tli&u ’ Thou hadatr acted properly in causing king Indradyumna 
who had fallen from Heaven to regain his sphere ! And 
Markandeya answered them, saying, — Devaki’s son Krishna 
also had thus raised the royal sage Nriga who had sunk ia 
hell and caused him to regain Heaven ’’ ” 

Thus ends the hundred and ninety-ninth Section in th$ 
Markandeya-SamS-syE of the Vana Parva. 

Section CC. 

( Mdrkandeya-Samdsya Parva continued . ) 

Vaujampayana said. — “ King Yudhishthira, hearing from 
the illustrious Markandeya the story of the royal sage Indra* 
dyumna’s regaining of Heaven, again asked the Muni , saying, 
O great Muni t tell me in what condition should a man 
practise charity in order to gain admission into the regions of 
Indra f Is it by practicing charity while leading a domestic 
mode of life, or in boyhood, or in youth, or in old age ? O 
tell me about the respective merits reaped from the practice of 
charity in these different stages of life V 

“ Markandeya said. — ‘ Life that is futile is of four kinds* 
Charity also that is futile is of sixteen kinds. His life is in vain 
■who hath no son; and his also who is out of the pale of virtue ; 
and his too who liveth on the food of others ; and lastly, his 
who cooketh for himself without giving therefrom unto the 
Pitris , the gods, and the guests, and who eateth of it before 
these all. The gift to one that has fallen away from the prac- 
tice of virtuous vows, as also the gift of wealth that has been 
earned wrongly, are both in vain. The gift to a fallen Brah* 
mana, that to a thief, that also to a preceptor that is false, 
is in vain. The gift to an untruthful man, to a person that 
is sinful, to one that is ungrateful, to one that officiates at 
sacrifices performed by all classes of people residing in a 
village, to one that sells the Vedas,* to a Brahmana that 
cooks for a Sudra, to one that by birth is a Brahmana but 

* A man is said to sell the Vedas who lcctiues on the Vedas taking 
teeb fiorn the heaiers. 
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who is destitute of the occupations of his order, is in vain* 
The gift to one that has married a girl after the accession 
of puberty, to females, to one that sports with snakes, and 
to one that is employed in menial offices, is also in vain* 
These sixteen kinds of gifts are productive of no merit. Thafc 
man who, with mind clouded with darkness, giveth away from 
fear or anger, enjoyeth the merit of such gift while he is m 
the womb of his mother. The man who ( under other cir-* 
cumstances) maketh gifts unto the Brahmanas, enjoyeth the 
fruit thereof while he is in old age. Therefore, O king, the 
man who wishes to win the way of heaven, should, under 
all conditions, make gifts unto Brahmanas of everything that* 
he wishes to give away.* 

“ Yudhishthira said. — 'By what means do Brahmanas^ 
who accept gifts from all the four orders, save others as well a* 
themselves V 

“M&rkandeya said. — ‘By Japa* and Mantras, f and Homa£ 
and the study of the Vedas, the Brahmanas construct a 
Vedic boat$ wherewith thy save both others and themselves. 
The gods themselves are gratified with that man who grati- 
fieth the BrEhmanas. Indeed, a man may attain Heaven at 
the command of a Brahmana. Thou wilt, O king, without 
doubt ascend to regions of everlasting bliss, in consequence^ 
of thy worship of the Pitris and the gods, and thy reverence 
for the Brahmanas, even though thy body is filled with 
pleghmatic humours and withal so dull and inert ! He that 
desires virtue and Heaven should adore the Brahmanas. One 
should feed Brahmanas with care on occasions of Srdddhas, 
although those among them that are cursed or fallen should 
be excluded. They also should be carefully excluded tbat 
are either excessively fair or excessively black, that have 
diseased nails, that are lepers, that are deceitful, that are* 

- — — ■ — ■■■. ■ ■ - - - ” 

# Japa is the silent recitation ol paticular Mantras, 

t Mantra* are particular formulas of worship. They are for the’ - 
most part rythmic compositions, believed to be of great efficacy. 

t The ffoma is that sacrificial rite which consists of pouring libation#, 
of clarified butter into fire. 

♦ Vcdamayi mu* Lit. a boat made of the Vedas, 
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lorn in bastardy of widows or of women having husbands alive; 
find they also that support themselves by the profession of 
arms. That Sraddha which is censurable, consumeth the,, 
performer thereof like fire consuming fuel. If they that are 
to be employed in Sraddhas happen to be dumb, blind, or, 
deaf, care should be taken to employ them along with Brah^ 
manas conversant with the Vedas. O Yudhishtbira, listen 
now unto whom thou shouldst give ! He that knoweth all 
the Vedas should give only to that able Brahmana who is 
competent to rescue both the giver and himself, for he, indeed, 
is to be regarded as able who can rescue both the giver and 
himself. O son of Pritha, the sacred fires do not rece ive 
such gratification from libations of clarified butter, from offer- ¥ 
ings of flowers and of sandal and other perfumed pastes, as 
from the entertainment of guests. Therefore, do thou strive 
to entertain guests, O son of Pandu ! O king, they that 
give unto guests water to wash their feet, butter to rub over 
their (tired) legs, light during the hours of darkness, food, and 
shelter, have not to go before Yama ! The removal (after 
worship) of the flowery offerings unto the gods, the removal 
of the remnants of a Brahmana’s feast, waiting (upon a Brah-^ 
mana) with perfumed pastes, and the shampooing of a Br&h- , 
mana’s limbs, are, each of them, O foremost of kings, pro- 
ductive of greater merit than the gift of kine ! A person, 
without doubt, rescueth himself by the gift of a JBTapild cow* 
Therefore, should one give away a Kapild cow decked with 
ornaments unto Brahmanas. O thou of the Bharata race, one 
should give unto a person of good lineage and conversant 
with the Vedas ; unto a person that is poor ; unto one leading 
a domestic mode of life but burdened with wife and children 
unto one that daily adoreth the sacred fire ; and unto one 
that hath done thee no service. Thou shouldst always give 
unto such persons but not to them that are in affluence* 
What merit is there, O thou foremost of the Bharata race,, 
by giving unto one that is affluent ? One cow must be given 
unto one Brahmana. A single cow must not be given unto v 
m&riy. For if the cow so given away (unto many) be sold, 
the givers family is lost for three generations, Such a gift 
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would not assuredly rescue the giver nor the Br&hmana thafc 
takes it. He who giveth eighty Ratis of pure gold, earneth 
the merit of giving away an hundred pieces of gold for* ever. 
He tiiat giveth away a strong bull' capable also of drawing 
the plough, is certainly rescued from all difficulties and finally 
goefch to Heaven. He that giveth away land unto a learned 
Brahmana, hath all his desires fulfilled. The tired traveller, 
with weakened limbs and feet besmeared with dust, asks for 
the name of him that may give him food. There are men 
who answer him by telling him the name. That wise man 
who informs these toil-worn ones of the name of the person 
who may give them food, is, without doubt, regarded as 
equal in merit unto the giver himself of food. Therefore, 
abstaining from other kinds of gift, give thou food. There 
is no merit (arising out of gifts) that is so great as that of 
giving food. The man that according to the measure of his 
might gives well-cooked and pure food unto the Brahmanas, 
acquires, by that act of his, the compauionship of Prajdpati 
(Brahma). There is nothing superior to food. Therefore, 
food is regarded as the first and foremost of all things (to be 
given away). It hath been said that food itself is Prajdpati . 
And Praj dpati is regarded as the Year. And the Year is 
Sacrifice. And everything is established in Sacrifice, for it 
is from Sacrifice that all creatures, mobile and immobile, take 
their origin. For this reason, it hath been heard by us, is 
food the foremost of all things. They that give away lakes 
and large pieces of water, and tanks and wells, and shelter, 
and food, and they that have sweet words for all, # have not to 
hear the admonitions of Yama. With him who gives rice, and 
wealth earned by his labor, unto a Brahmana of good behavi- 
our, the Earth is satisfied. And the she poureth upon him 
showers of wealth. The giver of food walketh first, after 
him the speaker of truth and he that giveth unto persons 
that do not solicit. But the three go to the same place/ ” 
Vai9ampa\ ana continued. — “ Hearing all this, Yudhish- 
thira, along with his younger brothers, impelled by curiosity, 
again asked the high-souled Markandeya, saying, — O great 
Muni, what is the remoteness of Yama’s region from that 
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cJf men ? What is its measurement ? ’How also do men 
pass it over ? And by what means ? O, tell me all this '!*' 

" Markandeya said, — ‘ O king, O thou foremost of virtu* 
«*us men, this question of thine appertains to a great mys- 
tery. It is sacred and much applauded by the Rishis. Apper- 
taining as it also does to virtue, I will speak of it to thee ! 
The distance of Yama’s region from the abode of men Is, 
O king, eighty-six thousand Yojanas ! The way is over 
space, without water, and very terrible to behold ! Nowhere 
on that road is the shade of a tree, nowhere any water, and 
nowhere any resting place in which the traveller, when fatigu- 
ed, may rest for some moments. And men and women and all 
on earth that have life, are forcibly led along this way by 
the messengers of Yama, those creatures that obey the man- 
dates of the grim king. And they. O king, that have given 
horses and other good conveyances unto Brkhmtfnas, proceed 
along this way on those animals and vehicles. And they thati 
have given umbrellas proceed along this way with umbrellas 
warding off the suns rays. And they that have given food, pro- 
ceed without hunger, while they that have not given food pro- 
ceed afflicted, with hunger. And they that have given robes 
proceed along this way attired in robes, while they that have 
given none, proceed naked. And they that have given gold 
proceed in happiness, themselves decked in ornaments. And 
they that have given land, proceed with every desire complete- 
ly gratified. And they that have given grain proceed with- 
out being afflicted with any want. And they that have given 
houses, proceed happily on cars. And those men that have 
given drink proceed with cheerful hearts, unafflicted with 
thirst. And they that have given lights proceed happily, 
lighting the way before them. And they that have given 
kine, proceed along the way happily, freed from all their 
sins. And they that have fasted for a month, proceed bn 
cars drawn by swans. And they have fasted for six nights, 
proceed on cars drawn by peacocks. And, O son of Findu, 
he that fasteth three nights upon only one meal without a 
second during this interval, goeth into a region free from 
disease and anxiety, And water hath this excellent property* 

7 * 
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that it produceth happiness in the region of Yama. AndF 
they that give water find for themselves a river there of the 
name of Pushpodaka. And the givers of water on the earth 
drink cool and ambrosial draughts from that stream. And? 
they that are of evil deeds have puss ordained for them* 
Thus, O great king, that river serveth all purposes. There* 
fore, O king, adore thou duly these Brahmanas (that are* 
with thee) ! Weak in limbs owing to the way he has walked, 
and besmeared with the dust of the high-road, the traveller 
enquireth for the name of him who giveth food, and cometh 
in hope to his house. Adore thou him with reverend atten* 
lion, for he, indeed, is a guest, and he is a Brahmana. The 
gods with Indra at their head follow him as he proceedeth*. 
And if he is adored, the gods with Indra become gratified,, 
and if he is not adored, the celestials with their chief be* 
come cheerless. Therefore, O thou foremost of kings, wor* 
ship thou these Brahmanas duly. I have thus spoken to 
thee upon an hundred subjects. What dost thou desire to 
hear from me again V 

“ Yudhishthira said. — ' O master, conversant as thou art 
with virtue and morality, I desire to repeatedly listen to 
thee as thou speakest on sacred subjects appertaining to vnv 
tue and morals.* 

“ Markandeya said. — ‘ O king, I will now speak on another 
sacred subject appertaining to eternal interests and capable 
of washing off all sins. Listen thou with rapt attention f 
O thou foremost of the Bharatas, merit equal to that of 
giving away a Kapild cow in (the tirtha called) Jeshtha * 
Pvtshhard arises from washing the feet of Brahmanas. As 
long as the earth remains wet with water which a Brahmana 
hath touched with his feet, so long do Pitris drink water 
off cups made of lotus-leaves. If the guest is welcomed 
{with enquiries about his welfare), the deities of fire become 
glad ; and if he is offered a seat, it is the god of an* 
hundred sacrifices, who is gratified. If his feet are washed, 
it is the Pitris who are delighted ; and if he is fed, it 
Prajdputi that is pleased. One should, with collected soub 
give a cow when (daring her throes) the feet and head 
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fcer calf are visible. Before her delivery is complete, a cow 
with her calf in the air in course of falling from the uterus 
to the earth, is to be regarded as equal to the Earth her- 
self. (He, therefore, that giveth away such a cow, reapetb 
the merit of giving away land). And he that giveth away 
^uch a cow, is adored in heaven for as many thousands of 
Tugas as there are bristles on the bodies of the animal and 
her young one together. And, O Bharata, he that* having 
accepted a thing in gift, giveth it away immediately unto a 
person that is virtuous and honest, reapeth very great merit* 
Without doubt, he repeath the fruit of giving away the 
whole Earth to her utmost limits and with her oceans and 
seas and caves, her mountains and forests and woods. That 
Brahmana who eateth in silence from off a plate, keeping 
his hands between his knees, succeedeth in rescuing others. 
And those Brahmanas that abstain from drink and who are 
never spoken of by others as having any faults and who 
daily read the Samhitds , are capable of rescuing others. 
Libations of butter and edible offerings should all be pre- 
sented to a Brahmana who is learned in the Yedas. And as 
libations of clarified butter poured into fire never go in vain, 
so gifts to virtuous Brahmanas learned in the Vedas can never 
go in vain. The Brahmanas have anger for their weapon 
they never fight with arms of iron and steel. Indeed, the 
Brahmanas slay (their foes) with anger like Indra slaying 
the Asuras with his thunder -bolt* 

This prelection appertaining to virtue and morality ift 
now over* Hearing this, the Munis of the forest o£ Nai- 
yniska were filled with delight. And those ascetics were 
also freed from grief and fear and anger by listening to it*. 
And they were also purged of all their sins in consequence 
of this. And, O king, those human beings that listen to 
it become freed from the obligation of rebirth/ 

“ Yudhishthira said. — ‘ 0 thou of great wisdom, what 
purification is there by which a Brahmana may always keep, 
himself pure ? I desire to hear of it from thee, 0 thou, 
foremost of ail virtuous men !* 

[[ Markandfiya answered,--* There are three kinds of purity 
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viz, purity in speech, purity in deed, and purity achieve# 
by use of water. He that has recourse to these three differ* 
ent kinds of purity, attains, without doubt, to heaven. That! 
Brahmana who adoreth the goddess Sandhy&* in the morning 
and the evening, and who recites meditatively the sacred 
goddess Gdyatrif who is the mother of the Vedas, sanctified 
by the latter, is freed from all his sins ; and even if he 
accepts in gift the entire Earth with her oceans, he doth 
not, on that account, suffer the least unhappiness.^ And 
those planets in the sky including the sun that may be in-* 
auspicious and hostile towards him, soon become auspicious 
and. favorable towards him in consequence of these acts of 
hisL While those stars that are auspicious and favorable, be- 
come more auspicious and more favorable in consequence of 
such conduct of his. And terrible Rakshasas subsisting on 
animal food, of gigantic and fierce mien, all become unable 
to prevail over a Brahmana who practiseth these purifications. 


* Lit. That portion of time which connects the night with day, 
and the day with night. Hence there are two Sandhyds , although 
sometimes the period connecting the forenoon with the afternoon is 
also called the middle Sandhya. A rigid Brahmana must say his prayers 
during these three times. These periods of time, however, are person!, 
fied each into a goddess. The prayers said during morning, and 
evening, are said to be in adoration of the goddess Sandhya. — T. 

f The Odyatri is a mantra of great sanctity. It is regarded as the 
mother of the Vedas, and their very essence. Its efficacy is superior 
to that of anything. No Brahmana can repeat the Odyatri in the pre- 
sence and hearing of a Sudra. The goddess, (for this mantra has been 
personified) would then be profaned. So great is the force of early in- 
struction that the present translator who is a Brahmana feels some hesi- 
tation in publishing for miscellaneous gaze those holy words. As the 
earliest form of adoration, the Odyatri \ perhaps, is holier and purer 
In idea than any the present translator has come across. A literal 
translation of the Odyatri is appended 

m 0j ^ the Earth, the Firmament, the Heaven' : I meditate on the 
adorable effulgence of the God who created them and who guideth 
our intellect l ”■ — T. 

} It is not everybody who can accept a gift without sin. To accept 
a gift and yet not incur sin would require especial ability. — T . 
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THe Br&hraanas are even like blazing Area. They Incur no* 
fault in consequence of teaching, of officiating at sacrifices* 
and of accepting gifts from others. Whether the Br&hm&naft 
be cognisant of the Vedas or ignorant of them, whether they ' 
be pure or impure, they should never be insulted, for Brfih* 
xnanas are like fires. As the fire that blaze th up in the 
place set apart for the cremation of the dead is never re* 
garded impure on that account so the Brahmana, be he learnv 
ed or ignorant, is always pure. He is a very god and supe*> 
rior god ! Cities that are adorned with walls and gates 
and palaces one after another, lose their beauty if they are 
bereft of Brahmanas. That, indeed, O king, is a city where 
Brahmanas accomplished in the Vedas, duly observing the 
duties of their order, and possessed of learning and ascetic 
merit, reside. O son of Pritha, that spot be it a wood or 
pasture land, where learned Brahmanas reside, hath beed 
called a city. And that place, O king, becometh a thirthc* 
also. By approaching a king that offereth protection as also 
a Brahmana possessed of ascetic merit, and by offering 
worship unto both, a man may purge off his Bins imme- 
diately. The learned have said that ablutions in the sacred 
thirthas, recitation of the names of holy ones, and con- 
verse with the good and virtuous, are all acts worthy of 
applause. They that are virtuous and honest always re- 
gard themselves as sanctified by the holy companionship of 
persons like themselves and by the water of pure and sacred 
converse. The carrying of three staves,* the vow of silence* 
matted hair on head, the shaving of the crown, covering one’c 
person with barks and deer-skins, the practice of vows, &1 h 
lutions, the worship of fire, abode in the woods, em&ci&t* 
ing the body,— all these are useless if the heart be not pure* 
The indulgence of the six senses is easy, if purity be not* 
sought in the objects of enjoyment. Abstinence, however, 
which of itself is difficult, is scarcely easy without purity of 

* Supposed to be symbolical of one’s control on thoughts, words, and 
deeds. Three staves tied together are to this day carried by a parti- 
cular order of mendicants.— T. 
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the objects of enjoyment. O king of kings, among t&6 si** 
senses, the mind alone that is easily moved is the most* 
dangerous ! Those high-souled persons that do not commit 
Bins in word, deed, heart and soul, are said to undergo ascetic 
austerities, and not they that suffer their bodies to be wasted 
by fasts and penances. He that hath no feeling of kindness 
for relatives cannot be free from sin, even if his body be pure* 
That hard-heartedness of his is the enemy of his asceticism. 
Asceticism, again, is not mere abstinence from the pleasures 
of the world. He that is always pure and decked with vir- 
tues, he that practises kindness all his life, is a Mimi f 
even though he may lead a domestic life. Such a man is 
purged of all his sins. Fasts and other penances cannot des- 
troy sins however much they may weaken and dry up the 
body that is made up of flesh and blood. The man whose 
heart is without holiness, suffereth torture only by under-* 
going penances in ignorance of their meaning. He is never 
freed from sin by such acts. The fire he worshippeth doth 
not consume his sins. It is in consequence of holiness and 
virtue alone that men attain to regions of blessedness and 
fasts and vows become efficacious. Subsistence on fruits 
and roots, the vow of silence, living upon air, the shaving of 
the crown, abandonment of a fixed home, the wearing of 
matted locks on the head, lying under the canopy of heaven, 
daily fasts, the worship of fire, immersion in water, and lying 
on the bare ground, — these alone cannot produce such a re- 
sult. They only that are possessed of holiness succeed, by 
knowledge and deeds, to conquer disease, decrepitude and 
death, and acquire a high status. As seeds that have been 
scorched by fire do not sprout forth, so the pains that have 
been burnt by knowledge cannot affect the soul. This inert 
body, that is only like a block of wood when destitute of soul, 
is, without doubt, short-lived like froth in the ocean. He that 
obtaineth a view of his soul, the soul that resideth in every 
body, by help of one or half a rythmic line (of the Vedas) hath 
no more need for anything. Some obtaining a knowledge of 
identity with the Supreme Soul from but two letters (of the 
Vedas) and some from hundreds and thousands of rythmio 
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lines, acquire salvation, for the knowledge of one’s identity 
with the Supreme Soul is the sure indication of salvation. The 
men of old, distinguished for their knowledge, have said that 
neither this world nor that hereafter nor bliss can be his whc 
is disturbed by doubts* A belief of one’s identity with the Stt* 
preme Soul is the indication of salvation. He that knowetf 
the true meaning of the Vedas, understandeth their true use* 
Such a man is affrighted at the Vedic ritual like a man at sigh* 
of a forest conflagration. Giving up dry disputation, have 
recourse to gruti and smriti, and seek thou, with the aiv 
of thy reason, the knowledge of the undecaying One "that 
is without a second. One’s search (after this knowlede) be< 
cometh futile from defect of means. Therefore, should one 
carefully strive to obtain that knowledge by aid of the 
Vedas. The Vedas are the Supreme Soul ; they are His body 
they are the Truth. The soul that is bounded by the 
animal organism is incompetent to know Him in whom all the 
Vedas merge. That Supreme Soul, however, is capable o 
being known by the pure intellect. The existence of the 
gods as stated in the Vedas, the efficacy of acts, and the 
capacity for action of beings furnished with bodies, are noti 
ceable in every Yugd. Independence of these and annihila* 
tion are to be sought from purity of the senses. Therefore 
the suspension of the functions of the ’Senses is the true 
fasting. One may attain to heaven by asceticism ; one ma~ 
obtain objects of enjoyment by the practice of charity anc 
^aay have his sins purged off by ablutions in thirthas . Bu 
complete emancipation cannot be had except by Knowledge / 99 

Vaigampayana continued. — “ Thus addressed, O great 
king, by the Rishi, Yudhishthira of great fame then said,— ~ 
*0 holy one, I desire to listen to the rules about that charity 
which is meritorious.’ 

“ Markandeya said. — *0 great king, O Yudhishthira, thi 
rules about charity which thou wishest to hear from me arc 
always highly regarded by me. Listen now to the mysteries o 
charity a^ expounded in the gruti and the smritis'J A man tha 
performs a grcUldha in the conjunction called Gaja-cchdyaL at- 
place that is fanned by the leaves ef the Af mtthv tree, enjoy 
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the fruits thereof, O Yudhishthira, for an hundred thousanc 
kalpas ! O king, he that giveth food to a person who is dyin£ 
of hunger, and he who, founding a home of charity, establish- 
eth there a person to look after all comers, are both crownec 
with the merits of ail the sacrifices. He that giveth awaj 
a horse at a tirtha where the current of the river runneth 
in a direction opposite to its general course, reapeth meril 
that is inexhaustible. The guest that comes to one’s hous< 
for food is none other than Indra himself. If he is enter- 
tained with food, Indra himself conferreth on the host 
merit that is inexhaustible. As men crosB seas by vessels, 
so are the givers mentioned above saved from all their sins 
So what is given unto Br&hmanas, produceth, like gift oi 
curds, inexhaustible merits. A gift on particular lunation* 
produceth merit that is twice as much as a gift on othex 
days. That in a particular season produceth merit ten timet 
greater than in other seasons. That in a particular year 
produceth merit an hundred times greater than in other 
years. And lastly, a gift on the last day of the last montf 
of the year produceth merit that is inexhaustible. A gift 
also that is made while the Sun is on the solstitial points, one 
again that is made on the last days of the Sun’s path through 
Libra, Aries, Gemini, Virgo, and Pisces, a gift again during 
eclipses of the Moon and the Sun, produce merit that is in- 
exhaustible. The learned have also said that gifts made 
during the seasons produce merit that is ten times, — those 
made during the change of seasons, an hunred times, — and 
those made during the days when Rdhu is visible, a thousand 
times, — greater than what is produced by gifts at other times ; 
while a gift made on the last day of the Sun’s course through 
Libra and Aries produces merit that knows no diminution. O 
king, no one can enjoy landed possessions unless he giveth^ 
away land, and no one can go on cars and vehicles unless he] 
giveth away these. Indeed, a person on rebirth obtained 
the fruition of whatever objects he hath in view at the time of 
making a gift to a Br&hmaoa. Gold hath sprung from Fire : the 1 
Earth from Vishnu ; and the cows from the Sun. .He, there-^ 
fore, that giveth away gold, land, and kiae r attained* all tber 
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S^gions of Agni, Vishnu, and the fclun. There is nothing 
so eternal as a gift. Where, therefore, in the three worlds 
is anything that is more auspicious ? It is for this, O king, 
that they who have great intelligence say that there is no* 
thing higher and greater in the three worlds than gift !’ ” 

Thus ends the two hundredth Section in the M&rkandeya* 
Samasyaof the Vana Parva. 

Section CCI. 

( Ma rkandeya- Sam dsyd Parva continued. ) 

Vahjampayana said. — “ Having, O great king, heard front 
the illustrious Markandeya the history of the attainment of 
heaven by the royal sage Indradyumna, Yudhishthira, thati 
bull of the Bharata race, once more asked that sinless Muni 
endued with great ascetic merit and long life, saying, — ‘Thou 
knowest, O virtuous one, the entire host of the gods, tho 
Ddnavas , and the RdJcshasas ! Thou art acquainted also with 
various royal genealogies, and many eternal dynasties of 
Rishis ! O best of Brahmanas, there is nothing in this world 
that thou dost not know ! Thou knowest also, O Muni , 
many delightful stories about men. Snakes, a nd Rdkshasas ; 
'about gods, Gandharvas, and Yakshas ; and about Kinnaraa 
and Apsaras ! I desire now to hear from thee, O best of 
Brahmanas, as to why Kuvalaewa — that unvanquished king 
of Ikshaku’s race — changed his name, assuming another, viz.> 
Dhundhumara ! O thou best of Bhrigus line, I desire to 
know in detail why the name of Kuvalacwa of great intelli- 
gence underwent such a change ” 

Vai<jampayana continued. — “ Thus addressed by Yudhish- 
thira, the great Muni Markandeya, O Bharata, then began 
the history of Dhundhumara ! ” 

Markandeya said. — ‘O royal Yudhishthira, listen to me 
I will teirthee all ! This story of Dhundhumara is a mora 
one. Listen to it, then ! Listen now, O king, to the story o, 
how the royal Kuvalaowa of Ikshaku's race came to be knowr 
as Dhundhumara ! O son, O Bharata, there was a oelebratfec 
gHohi of the name of V tanka* And, 0 thou of the Kuru race 
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TLTfcanka had big asylum in a delightful wilderness. And, O great 
king, the Rishi Utanka underwent ascetic austerities of the 
severest kind. And the lord Utanka underwent those penancei 
for numberless years with the object of obtaining the favors o 
Vishnu. And gratified with his penances, that illustrious 
Lord presented himself before Utanka. And beholding the 
Deity, the Rishi in all humility began to gratify him with 
many hymns. And Utanka said, — O thou of great effulgence, 
all creature mth the gods, Asuras, and human beings, all 
things that are mobile or immobile, even Brahma himself, 
the Vedas, and ail things that are capable of being known^ 
have, O Lord, been created by thee ! The firmament is thy| 
head, O God, and the sun and the moon are thy eyes ! And 
O unfading One, the winds are thy breath, and fire is thm 
energy } The directions of the horizon constitute thy 
and the great ocean thy stomach ! And, O God, the hills an$ 
mountains constitute thy thighs, and the sky thy hips, O, 
slayer of Madhu ! The Earth constitutes thy feet, and the* 
plants, the bristles on thy body. And, O Lord, Indra andj 
Shoma and Agni and Varuna, indeed, all the gods, the Asu~ 
ras , and the great Snakes, all wait upon thee with humility^ 
adoring thee with various hymns ! O Lord of the Universe^ 
all created things are pervaded by thee ! The great Rishis of 
high energy and ever plunged in ascetic meditation, alwayJ 
adore thee ! When thou art gratified, the Universe is 
peace; and when thou art angry, terror pervadeth ever}, 
soul. Thou art, O Lord, the great dispeller of all terrors, 
and thou art the One Supreme male Being ! Thou art the 
cause of happiness of both gods and human beings ! And, O 
Lord, by three steps of thine thou hadst covered the three 
worlds ! And it was by thee that the Asuras in the height 
of their power were destroyed ! It is owing to tby prow- 
ess, O God, that the celestials obtained peace and happi- 
ness ! And, O thou of great effulgence, it was thy anger 
that humbled great Daitya chiefs. Thou art the Creator and 
the Destroyer of all creatures in the world ! It is by adoring 
thee that the gods have obtained happiness ! — It was thus, 
P Yudhiehthira, that the high-souled Utauka praised the 
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Lord of the senses. And Vishnu, 4herefore, said unto Utaa~ 
ka, — I am gratified with thee ! Ask thou the boon that thou 
desirest 1 — And Utanka said, — This, indeed, hath been ti 
great booh to me, in that I have been able to behold Hari, 
that eternal Being, that divine Creator, that Lord of the 
Universe I — Thus addressed, Vishnu said,— I am gratified! 
with this absence of all desire on thy part and with thy de^ 
votion, O thou best of men ! But, O Br&hmana, O regener- 
ate one, thou shouldst of a certainty accept some boon from 
me ! — Thus requested by Hari to accept a boon, Utanka 
then, O thou best of the Bharatas, with joined hands begged 
a boon, saying, — O illustrious one, O thou of eyes like lotus- 
leaves, if thou hast been gratified with me, thert let my 
heart always rest on Virtue, r ftuth, and self-content ! And, O 
Lord, let my heart always turn to thee in devotion 1 — Anil 
hearing these words of Utanka, the holy one said, — O re- 
generate one, all this shall happen to thee through my grace ! 
And there will also appear in thee, a yoga power endued 
with which thou shait achieve a great thing for the dwellers 
of Heaven as also for the triple world. Even now a great? 
Asura of the name of Dhuodhu is undergoing ascetic penances 
of fierce austerity with the object of destroying the triple 
world. Hear now as to who will slay that Asura . O son, 
there will appear a king of invincible energy and great 
prowess. And he will be born in the race of Ikshaku and 
will be known by the name of Vrihadas^wa. And Vrihada$wa 
will have a son of the name of Kuvala$wa endued with 
great holiness and self-control and celebrity. And that besb^qf 
kings will be furnished with yoga power springing from me. Ahd 
urged and commanded by thee, O regenerate Rishi, that 
king will be the slayer of the Asura Dhundhu. — And having 
said these words unto that Brahmana, Vishnu disappeared 
there and then.* ” 

Thus ends the hundred and first Section in the Markan- 
deya-Samasyi of the Vana Parva. 



Section COIL 

( MdrJcandeya-Samdsyd Pcirva continued \ ) 

u Markandeya said. — ‘O king, after the death of Ikshaku, s 
highly virtuous king of the name of Sagada, ascending on the 
throne of Ayodhya ruled this Earth. And from Scugada was 
descended Kukutstha of great energy. And Kukutstha had 

a son of name Anenas. And Anenas had a son of name Prithu* 

£ 

And Prithu had a son of name Vi<jwaga9wa. And from 
Vi^waga^wa sprang Adri. And from Adri sprang Yuvanagwa 
fend from Yuvana^wa sprang Sravastha. And it was b} r this 
Sravastha that the city called Srdvasthi was built. And frotp 
Sravastha was descended Vrihada^wa. And from Vrihada^w^ 
sprang Kuvala^wa. And Kuvalagwa had twentyone thousan^ 
sons. And all these sons were fierce and powerful and skille| 
in learning. And Kuvalagwa excelled his father in every 
quality. And when the time came, his father Yrihada^w^ 
installed him — the brave and highly virtuous Kuvala^wa— or 
the throne. And having thus made over the royal dignit] 
to his son, that slayer of foes — king Vrihadagwa of great in- 
telligence — retired into the woods for asceticism.’ 

u Markandeya continued. — c O king, when the royal sage 
Vrihadagwa was about to retire into the woods, that 
best of Brahmanas — TJ tanka — heard of it. And Utanka whc 
ivag possessed of great energy and immeasurable soul, approach- 
ed that foremost of all wielders of weapons and best of men. 
And approaching him, the Rishi began to persuade him to 
give up asceticism. And Utanka said, — O king, te protect 
(the people) is thy duty. It behoveth thee to do that duty 
of thine. Let us be freed from all anxiety through thy grace ! 
Possessed as thou art of a great soul, protected by thee, the 
Earth will be freed from all dangers. Therefore, it behoveth 
fchee not to retire into the woods ! Great merit attaches to 
the act of protecting people in this world. Such merit can 
never be acquired in the woods. Let not thy heart, there- 
ore, turn to this course. The merit, O great king, that was 
icquired in days of old by great royal sages by protecting 
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their subjects was so great that nothing equal to it could be 
Seen ! The king should always protect his subjects. It behovetb 
thee, therefore, to protect thy people. O lord of Earth, 
I cannot (at present) perform my ascetic devotions peace- 
fully ! Close to my asylum there is a sea of sands known by 
the name of 'Ujjdlaka. And it occupies a level country and is 
Without any water. And it extends many yojanas in length 
and breadth. And in that desert dwells a chief of the DdnavaA 
called Dhundhu by name. And Dhundhu is the son of Madhu 
and Kaitabha, and is fierce and terrible and possessed of great 
prowess. And endued with immeasurable energy, that Dd~ 
Klava, O king, dwelleth under the ground. And, O king, 
it behoveth thee to retire into the woods, having first slain 
that Asura. And that Asura is now lying still in the observ* 
ance of an ascetic penance of great austerity. And, O king, 
the object he hath in view is the destruction of the celestials 
as also of the three worlds. And, O king, having obtained 
a boon from the Grandsire of all the creatures, that Asura 
hath become incapable of being slain by the gods and Baity a& 
and Rdkshasas and Gandharvas. Slay thou him, O king, and 
^Jessed be thou, and let not thy heart turn to any other 
course ! By slaying him thou wilt, without doubt, achieve a 
great thing. And thou wilt also obtain eternal and undying 
fame. And, O king, when at the end of every year that 
wicked Asura lying covered with sands wakes up and begins 
to breathe, then the whole Earth with her mountains, forests, 
and woods begins to tremble. And his breath raiseth up 
clouds of sands, and shroudeth the very sun. And for sevefil 
days continually the Earth trembles all over, and sparks and 
flames of fire mixed with smoke spread far around. And for 
all this, O king, I cannot rest in peace in my asylum. Slay 
thou him, O king, for the good of the world. Indeed, when 
that Asura is slain, the triple world will be in peace and 
happiness. That thou art competent, O king, to slay that 
Asura I fully believe. Thy energy will be enhanced by Vishnu 
with the addition of his own. In days of old, O king, 
Vishnu gave this boon that the king who should slay this 
fierce and great Asura would be ptnaded by the umncible 
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energy of Vishnu himself. Bearing that invincible VaisiknaVto 
energy in thyself, slay thou, O great king, that Daitya of 
fierce prowess ! Possessed as Dhundhu is of mighty energy, no* 
one, O king, that is endued with small energy himself will be 
Capable of consuming him even if he were to strive for an 
hundred years. — ’ ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and second Section in tha 
liarkandeya-Samasya of the Vana Parva. 


Section CCIII. 

( Maj'kandeya-Samdsya Parva continued. ) 

c *Markandeya said, — 'Thus addressed by Utanka, that un- 
Vanquished royal sage, with joined hands, O thou foremost) 
Of the Kuru race, replied unto Utanka, saying, — This visit 
of thine, O Brahmana, will not be in vain ! This my son, O 
holy one, known by the name of KuvalaQwa is endued with 
steadiness and activity. In prowess also he is unequalled on 
Earth. Without doubt, he will accomplish all this that is 
agreeable to thee, aided by all his brave sons endued with 
arms like unto iron maces ! Give me leave to retire, O Brah- 
mana, for I have now given up my weapons f — Thus addressed 
by the king, that Muni of immeasurable energy replied 
to him, saying, — So be it.— And the royal sage Vrihadacw 
then, having commanded his son to obey the behest of 
high-souled Utanka, saying,— Let it be done by thee,— 

Retired into an" excellent forest.' 

* “ Yudhishthira said, — f O holy one, O thou possessed c 
the wealth of asceticism, who was this Daitya of great enei 
gy? Whose son and whose grandson was he? I desire t 
know all this 1 O thou possessed of the wealth of asceticisn 
I had never heard of this mighty Daitya before ! I desire t 
know all this truly, O holy one, and with all particulars 
detail, O thou of great wisdom and ascetic wealthT ^ 
“Markandeya said. — c O monarch, know everything, 
happened, O ruler of men, as I narrate the particuld^^ 

O thou of great wisdom ! When the world became o jf 
expanse of water and creatures mobile and 
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•destroyed, when, 0 bull of the Bharata race, the entire crea*' 
tion came to its end, He who is the Source and Creator of 
the Universe, viz,, the Eternal and unfading Vishnu, He wha 
is called by Munis crowned with ascetic success as the Su<* 
preme Lord of the Universe, that Being of great holiness* 
then lay in Yoga sleep on the wide hood of the Snake She* 
sha of immeasurable energy. And the Creator of the Uni* 
verse, that highly-blessed and holy Hari knowing no deteri- 
oration, lay on the hood of that Snake, encircling the whole 
Earth. And as the Deity lay asleep on that bed, a lotus, en- 
dued with great beauty and effulgence equal unto that of 
the Sun, sprang from his navel. And from that lotus possess- 
ed of effulgence like unto the Sun’s, sprang the Grandsire 
BrahmA, that Lord of the worlds, who is the four Vedas* 
who hath four forms and four faces, who is invincible in con- 
sequence of his own energy, and who is endued with mighty 
strength and great prowess. And as the Lord Hari of won? 
drous frame, possessed of great lustre and decked with a 
crown and the Kaustubha gem and attired in purple silk, lay 
stretched for many a Yojana on that excellent bed furnished by 
by the hood of the Snake, itself extending far and wide, bla* 
jzing, O king, in his beauty and the lustre of his own body 
like a thousand Suns concentrated in one mass. He was beheld, 
sometime after, by two Danavas of great prowess named 
Madhu and Kaitabha. And beholding Hari (in that posture) 
and the Grandsire with eyes like lotus leaves seated on that 
.lotus, both Madhu and Kaitabha wonderd much. And they 
^began. to terrify and alarm Brahma of immeasurable prowess* 
And the illustrious Brahma, alarmed by their con tinned, ex- 
ertions, trembled on his seat. And at his trembling, the 
stalk of the lotus on which he was seated, began to tremble* 
And when the lotus-stalk trembled, Ke9ava awoke. And 
awaking from his slumbers, Govinda beheld those Danavas 
of mighty energy. And beholding them, the Deity said un- 
to them,— -Welcome, ye mighty ones ! I am gratified witih 
ye ! Therefore, I will grant ye excellent boons ! — And thereupon 
both those proud and mighty Danavas, O king, laughingly 
replied unto Hrishike^a, saying, — Ask boons of us, 0 Divine 
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one ! O thou that art the Supreme Deity, we are disposed 
to grant thee a boon ! ludeed, we will grant thee a boon 1 
Therefore, ask thou of us anything that cometh to thy mind l 
—Thus addressed by them, the Holy one spoke, — Ye brave 
ones, I will accept a boon from ye ! There is a boon that I 
desire ! Both of ye are possessed of mighty energy 1 There 
is no male person like unto any of ye ! O ye of unbafHed 
prowess, submit ye to be slain by me ! Even this is what I 
desire to accomplish for the good of the world ! — At these 
words of the Deity, both Madhu and Kaitabha said, — We 
have never before spoken an untruth ; no, not even in jest ; 
what shall we say of other occasions ? O thou foremost of 
male Beings, know that we have ever been firm in truth and 
morality! In strength, in form, in beauty, in virtue, in ascp* 
ticism, in charity, in behaviour, in goodness, in self-contr'oJ* 
there is no one equal unto any of us ! A great danger, O 
KeQava, hath approached us. Accomplish thou, therefore, what 
thou hast said. No one can prevail over Time ! But, O 
Lord, there is one thing that we desire to be done by thee ! 
O thou best and foremost of all Deities, thou must slay-rr^ 
at a spot that is absolutely uncovered ! And, O thou of ex* 
cellent eyes, we also desire to become thy sons ! This is 
the boon that we desire, know then, O chief of the gods ! 
Let not that, O Deity, be false which thou hadst at first 
promised to us ! — The Holy one then replied unto them 
saying, — Yes ! I will do as ye desire ! Everything will be as 
ye wish ! — ’ 

“ Markandeya continued. — 'Then Govinda began to reflect* 
but uncovered space found he none. And when he could not 
discover any spot that was uncovered, on Earth or in the 
sky, that foremost Deity then beheld his thighs to be abso* 
lutely uncovered. And there, O king, the illustrious Deity 
cut off the heads of Madhu and Kaitabha with his keen* 
edged discus !’ ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and third Section in the 
Markandeya-Samasya of the Vana Parva, 



Section CCIV, 

(Mdrkandeya-Samdsyd Parva continued .) 

Markandeya said. — ‘The illustrious Dhundhu, 0 king 
was the son of Madhu and Kaitabha. And possessed of great 
energy aud prowess, he underwent ascetic penances of great) 
austerity. And he had stood erect on one leg, and had re* 
duced his body to a mass of only veins and arteries. And 
Brahma, gratified with him, gave him a boon. And the boon 
he had asked of the Lord P raj dp at i was in these words, — Let 
no one among the gods, the Ddnavas , the Yalcshas , the 
Snakes, the Gandharvas, and the Rihshas, be capable of 
slaying me ! Even this is the boon that I ask of thee ! —And 
the Grandsire replied unto him, saying, — Let it be as thou 
wishest. Go thy way ! — And thus addressed by the Grand* 
sire, the Ddnava placed the feet of the Deity on his head. 
And having thus touched with reverence the Deity’s feet, 
he went away. And possessed of mighty energy and prow* 
■ess, Dhundhu, having obtained that boon, hastily approach* 
ed Vishnu, remembering the death of his fathers at the hands 
of that Deity. And the wrathful Dhundhu, having van-* 
quished the gods with the Gandharvas , began to distress 
ail the celestials with Vishnu at their head. At last, O bull 
of the Bharata race, that wicked-souled Asura, arriving ah 
a sea of sands known by the name of Ujjalaka, began ta 
distress, to the utmost of his might, the asylum of Utanka. 
And endued with fierce energy, Dhundhu the son of Madhu 
find Kaitabha, lay in his subterranean cave underneath the 
iands, in the observance of fierce ascetic austerities with 
the object of destroying the triple world. And while the 
Asura lay breathing near the asylum of Utanka — that Rishi 
possessed of the splendour of fire,— king Kuvala^wa with hia 
troops, accompanied by the Brahmana Utanka as also by all 
his sons, set out for that region, 0 bull of the Bharata race! 
And after that grinder of foes— the royal Kuvala^wa — had set* 
Out, accompanied by his twenty one' thousand sons all of whoo| 
fere exceedingly powerful, the illustrious Lord Vishnu filled 



him with his own energy at the command of U tanka, wad Inu, 
polled hy the desire of benefiting the triple world. And while* 
that invincible hero was proceeding on his wa}% a loud voice 
Was heard in the sky repeating the words — This fortunate and 
unslayable one will become the destroyer of Dhundhu today.— 
And the gods begap to shower upon him celestial flowers, 
And the celestial kettle-drums began to sound their music al* 
though none played upon them. And during the march of 
that wise one, cool breezes began to blow. And the chief of 
the celestials poured gentle showers wetting the dust on the 
roads* And, O Yudhishthira, the cars of the celestials could 
be seen high over the spot where the mighty Asura Dhundhu 
was. And the gods and Gandharvas and great Riskis, urged 
by curiosity, came there to behold the encounter betweei 
Dhundhu and Kuvala^wa. And, O thou of the Kuru race 
filled by NarSyana with his own energy, king Kuvala^wa, aid 
•d by his sons, soon surrounded that sea of sands. And the 
king ordered that wilderness to be excavated. And after the 
king's sons had excavated that sea of sands for seven days it 
was then that they could see the mighty Dhundhu. And^fi 
bull of the Bharata race, the huge body of that Asura lay with* 
in those sands, effulgent in its own energy like the Sun him- 
tel£ And Dhundhu, O king, was lying, covering the western 
region of the desert. And endued with the blazing splendour 
of the fire that appeareth at the end of the Yuga , the Asura, 
O tiger among kings, was then lying asleep. And surrounded 
on all sides by the sons of Kuvaia^wa, the Ddnava was 
assaulted with sharp-pointed shafts and maces and heavy, 
and short clubs and axes and clubs with iron spikes and darts* 
and bright and keen-edged swords. And thus assaulted, the 
mighty Ddnava rose from his recumbent posture in wrath* 
And enraged, the Aeura began to swallow those various 
.Weapons that were hurled at him. And . he vomited from' 
bis mouth fiery flames like unto those of the fire called 
Samvarta that appeareth at the end of the Yuga. And by 
those flames of bis, the Aeura consumed ail the sous of the 
king. And, O tiger among men, like the Lord Kapila of 
M ^ontuming the sons of king Sagore, the infuriate A ewg 
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fl^#hblimng the triple world with the flames vomited fron* 
his mouth, achieved that wonderful feat in a moment. Aift^ 
O thou best of the Bharatas, when all those sons of king Km- 
vala$wa were consumed by the fire emitted by the Asura in 
frrath > the monarch, possessed as he was of mighty energy* 
then approached the Ddnava who was like unto a second 
Kumbbakama of mighty energy come to the encounter afle* 
waking from his Slumbers. And from the bo ly of the king, O 
monarch, then began to flow a mighty and copious stream' of 
water. And that stream soon extinguished, O king, the fiery 
flames emitted by the Asiira. And, O great king, the royal 
Kuvala^wa, filled with Yoga force, having extinguished thosfe 
flames by the water that issued from his body, then consumed 
that Baity a of wicked prowess with the celebrated weapon 
called Brahma for relieving the triple world of its fears. And 
the royal sage Kuvalatjwa, having consumed that great Aswra 
—that foe of the celestials and slayer of all enemies — by mean* 
>f that weapon, became like unto a second chief of the triple 
world. And the bigh-souled king Kuvalaswa, having slain 
the Asura Dhundhu, became from that day known by the 
iame of Dhundhumara . And from that time he came to be 
•egarded as invincible in battle. And the gods and the great 
Rishis who had come to witness that encounter were so fat 
gratified with him that they addressed him, saying, — Ask 
Ihou a boon of us ! — And thus solicited by the gods, the 
king bowed to them. And filled with joy, the king said uaV 
to them, with joined hands, these words ; — Let me be always 
able to give wealth unto superior Brahmanas ! Let me ba 
invincible as regards ail foes ! Let there be friendship between 
myself and Vishnu 1 Let me have no ill-feeling towards any 
creature ! Let my heart always turn to virtue ! And let me 
'finally) dwell in heaven for ever ! — And the gods and the 
Rishis and Utanka, hearing this, were exceedingly gratified 
and all of them said,— Let it be as then wishest ! — And; *© 
king, having also blessed him with many other speeches, * the 
gods and the great RisKU then went away to their respective 
abodes. And, O Yudhishthira, after the slaughter of all fell 
one, king Kuvali$wa had still three sons left, _ And, O the* 
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of the Bharata race, they were called Dridagwa, and Kapfe 
laQwa, and Chandra^wa. And it is from them, O king, that 
the illustrious line of kings belonging to Ikshaku’s race, 
all possessed of immeasurable prowess, hath sprung. 

‘It was thus, O best of kings, that that great Daitya of 
the name Dhundhu, the son of Madhu and Kaitabha, wad 
slain by Kuvalihjwa. And it was for this also that that king 
came to be called by the name of DhundhumdraJ* And, 
indeed, the name he assumed was no empty one but was 
literally true. 

u ‘I have now told thee all that thou hadsfc asked me, viz* y 
all about that person in consequence of whose act the story 
of Dhundhu’s death hath become famous. He that listeneth 
to this holy history connected with the glory of Vishnu, be- 
cometh virtuous and obtaineth children. By listening to this 
story on particular lunations, one becometh blessed with long 
life and great good fortune. And freed from every anxiety 
one ceaseth to have any fear of disease.’ ’ 

Thus ends the two hundred and fourth Section in the < 
Markandeya-Samasya of the Yana Parva. 


Section CCV. 

( Mdrlcandeya-Samdsya Parva continued. ) 

Vaujampayana said. — “ O thou foremost of the Bharata 
race, king Yudhishchira then asked the illustrious Markandeya 
a difficult question about morality, saying, — ‘I desire to hear, 
O holy one, about the high and excellent virtue of women ! I 
desire to b*-*ar tnee, O Brahmana, discourse about the subtile 
truths of morality. O regenerate Rishi, O best of men, 
the Sun, the Moon, the Wind, the Earth, the Fire, the father 
the mother, t ho preceptor, — these and other objects ordained 
by the the gods, O holy one of Bhrigu’s line, appear to us 
as Deities embodied ! Ttiese all that are reverend ones are 
worthy of our best regard. So also is the woman who adoreth 
one lord ! The worship that chaste wives offer unto their 
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* The slaver o* ‘Dhundhu, 
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fluslbands appeareth to me to be fraught witfa great diASt-*’ 
feulfcy ! O adorable one, it behoveth thee to discourse to 
US of the high and excellent virtue of chaste wives— of 
Wives, who restraining all their senses and keeping their 
hearts under complete control, regard their husbands ad 
veritable gods ! O holy and adorable one, all this appears 
to me to be exceedingly difficult of accomplishment, O 
regenerate one, the worship that sons offer to their mothers 
and fathers, and that wives offer to their husbands, both 
seem to me to be highly difficult. I do not behold any- 
thing that is more difficult than the severe virtue of chaste 
women. O Brahmana, the duties that women of good be- 
haviour discharge with care, and th e conduct that is pursued 
by good sons towards their fathers and mothers appear to me 
to be most difficult of performance ! Those women that are 
each devoted to but one lord, they that always speak the 
tfruth, they that undergo a period of gestation for full ten 
months, — there is nothing, O Brahmana, that is more difficult 
than what is done by these ! O worshipful one, women bring 
forth their offspring, with great hazard to themselves and 
great pain, and rear their children, O bull among Brahmanas, 
with great affection ! Those persons also who, being always 
engaged in acts of cruelty and thereby incurring general 
hatred, succeed yet in doing their duties, accomplish what, in 
my opinion, is exceedingly difficult. O regenerate one, tell 
me the truths of the duties of the Kshatriya order. It is diffi- 
cult, O twice-born one, for those high-souled ones to acquire 
virtue who by the duties of their order are obliged to do 
what is cruel. O holy one, thou art capable of answering alt 
questions. I desire to hear thee discourse on all this ! O thou 
foremost of Bhrjgu’s race, I desire to listen to all this, wait- 
ing respectfully on thee, O thou of excellent vows l* 

“ Markandeya said.— 0 thoa foremost of the Bharata race, 
I will discourse to thee on all this truly, however difficult of 
answer thy question may be. Listen to me, therefore, att 
I speak unto thee ! Some regard the mother as superior, and 
some the father. The mother, however, that bringeth forth an A 
reareth up offspring doth what is more difficult, Father^ 
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also; by ascetic penances, by worship of the gods, by adoration^ 
addressed to them, by bearing cold and heat, by incantation* 
and other means, desire to have children. And having by 
these painful expedients obtained children that are so diffi^ 
cult of acquisition, they then, O hero, are always anxious 
about the future of their sons. And, O Bharata, both the 
mother and the father desire to see in their sons fame and 
achievements and prosperity and offspring and virtue. Thatfc 
son is virtuous who realises these hopes of his parents. And, 
© great king, that son with whom the father and the mother 
are gratified, achieveth eternal fame and eternal virtue both 
here and hereafter ! As regards women again, neither sacri- 
fices nor praddhas , nor fasts, -are of any efficacy. By serving 
their husbands only they can win heaven. O king, O Yu- 
dhishthira, remembering this alone, listen thou with atten- 
tion to the fixed duties of chaste women.* ** 

Thus ends the two hundred and fifth Section in the 
Markandeya Samasya of the Yana Parva. 


Section CCVI. 

(Markandeya-Samdsyd Parva continued.) 

u Markandeya said. — 'There was, O Bharata, a virtuoue 
ascetic of the name of Kaugika. And endued with wealth 
of asceticism and devoted to the study of the Vedas, he 
was a very superior Brahmana. And that best of Br&hmanas 
had studied all the Vedas with the Angas and the Upa- 
nishads . And one day he was reciting the Vedas at the foo^ 
a tree. And at that time there sat on the top of that tree 
a female crane. And that she-crane happened at that time 
to befoul the Br&hmana’s body. And beholding that crane; 
the Brahmana became very angry and thought of doing her 
an injury. And as the Br&hmana cast his angry glanceer 
upon the crane and thought also of doing her an injury, she 
fell down on the ground. And beholding the crane thu* 
fallen from the tree and insensible in death; the Brahmana^ 
was much moved bv nitv. And the regenerate one began/ 
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lip lament the dead crane, saying,— Alas, I have done a bad 
deed, orged by anger and malice !— ’ 

“ Markandeya continued. — ‘Having repeated these words 
many times, that learned Brahmana entered a village for 
procuring alms. And, O bull of the Bharata race, in course 
-pf his eleemosynary round among the houses of persons of good 
lineage, the Brahmana entered one such house that he knew 
from before. And as he entered the house, he said, — Give. 
And he was answered by a female with the word,— Stay* 
And while the housewife was engaged, O king, in cleaning 
the vessel from which alms are given, her husband, Q 
thou best of the Bharatas, suddenly entered the house, 
very much afflicted with hunger. The chaste housewife be<* 
held her husband, and disregarding the Brahmana, gave her 
lord water to wash his feet and face and also a seat. And 
after that the black-eyed lady, placing before her lord savoury 
food and drink, humbly stood beside him, desirous of attending 
to all his wants. And, O Yudhishthira, that obedient wife, 
used every day to eat the remnants of her husband’s plate* 
A|id always conducting herself in obedience to the wishes 
of her lord, that lady ever regarded her husband as a god. 
And in thought, word, and deed, that lady never regarded 
her husband otherwise. And all her heart’s affections inclined 
towards her lord, and accordingly she was always busied in 
serving her lord. Of virtuous and holy behaviour and skilful 
\n all domestic duties and attentive to all her relatives, she 
^always did what was agreeable and beneficial to her husband. 
And she also, with rapt senses, attended to the worship of 
jie gods and the wants of guests and servants aud her mother- 
( in-law and father-in-law. 

« ‘And while that lady of handsome eyes was still engaged 
>tm waiting upon her lord, she beheld that Brahmana waiting 
for alms. And beholding him, she remembered that she had 
asked him to wait. And remembering all this, she felt ab- 
ashed. And then that chaste woman possessed of great fame, 
took something for alms and went out, O thou foremost of 
the Bharatas, for giving it unto that Brahmana. And when 
eke came before bim, t be Brahmana said,— -0 best of women* 
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© blessed one, I am surprised at thy conduct ? Having re** 
quested me to wait, saying, — Stay , thou didst not dismiss 
me ! — * 

“ Markandeya cotinued. — 0 lord of men, beholding tbatl 
Brahmana filled with wrath and blazing with his energy, that 
chaste woman began to conciliate him and said,— O learned 
one, it behoveth thee to forgive me! My husband is my 
Supreme God. He came hungry and tired and was being 
served and waited upon by me ! — Hearing this, the Brahmana 
said, — With thee Brahmanas are not worthy of superior re- 
gard ! Exaltest thou thy husband above them ? Leading 
a domestic life, dost thou disregard Brahmanas ? Indra him- 
self boweth down unto them, what shall I say of men on 
Earth ! Proud woman, dost thou not know it, hast thou 
never heard it, that the Brahmanas are like fire and may con- 
Bume the entire Earth ? — At these words of that Brahmana, 
the woman answered, — I am no she-crane, O regenerate 
Jtishi ! O thou that art endued with wealth of asceticism, cast 
off this anger of thine ! Enraged as thou art, what canst thou 
do to me with these angry glances of thine ? I do not dis- 
regard Brahmanas. Endued with great energy of soul, they 
are like unto the gods themselves. But, O sinless one, this 
fault of mine it behoveth thee to forgive ! I know the ener- 
gy and high dignity of Brahmanas that are possessed of wis- 
dom. The waters of the ocean have been made brackish and_ 
undrinkable by the wrath of the Brahmanas. I know also 
the energy of Munis of souls under complete control and en- 
dued with blazing ascetic merit. The fire of their wrath fca 
this day hath not been extinguished in the forest of Dandaka* 
It was for his having disregarded the Brahmanas that the 
great Asura — the wicked and evil-minded Vatapi was digest-- 
ed when he came in contact with Agastya. It hath been 
beard by us that the powers and merits of high-souled Brah- 
manas are great. But, O Brahmana, as regenerate ones of 
high-souls are great in wrath, so are they equally great in 
forgiveness ! Therefore, O sinless one, it behoveth thee ta 
forgive me in the matter of this my offence ! O Brahman^ 
my heart incline th. to that merit which springe th from 



VAKA PA***, 


<>W 


Service of my husband, for I regard my husband as the high- 
est among all the gods ! O best of Brahmanas, I practice 
that virtue which consists in serving my husband whom I 
Iregard as the highest Deity. Behold, O regenerate one, the 
'merit that attaches to the service of one’s husband ! I know 
that thou hast burnt a she-crane with ^ ay wrath ! But, O 
test of regenerate ones, the anger that a person cherishes is 
Ihe greatest of foes which that person hath ! The gods know 
him for a Brahmana who hath cast off anger and passion. 
The gods know him for a Br&hmana who always speaketh 
the truth here, who always gratifieth his preceptor, and who 
though injured himself never returneth the injury. The gods 
know him for a Brahmana who hath his senses under control. 
Who is virtuous and pure and devoted to the study of the 
Vedas, and who hath mastery over anger and lust. The gods 
know him for a Brahmana who, cognisant of morals and en- 
dued with mental energy, is catholic in religion and looketh 
upon all as equal unto himself. The gods know him for a 
Brahmana who studies himself and teaches others, who per- 
forms sacrifices himself and officiates at the sacrifices of others, 
and who gives away to the best of his means. The gods 
know that bull among the regenerate ones for a Brahmana 
4vho, endued with liberality of soul, practiseth the Brahma ^ 
charya vow and is devoted to study ; in fact, who is vigi- 
lantly devoted to the study of the Vedas. Whatever condu- 
ceth to the happiness of the Brahmanas is always recited be- 
fore these. Ever taking pleasure in Truth, the hearts of such 
men never find joy in untruth. O thou best of regenerate 
toes, it hath been said that the study of the Vedas, tranquillity 
of soul, simplicity of behaviour, and repression of the senses, 
constitute the eternal duties of the Brahmana. Those cogni* 
sant with virtue and morals have said that truth and honesty 
are the highest virtue. Virtue that is eternal is difficult of 
being understood. But whatever it is, it is based on Truth. 
The ancients have declared that virtue dependeth on gruti. 
But, O foremost of regenerate ones, virtue as exposed in pmfi 
appears to be of various kinds. It is, therefore, too subtild 
k£ comprehension, Thou, Q holy one, art cognisant of virtue* 
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pare, and devoted to the study of the Vedas. I think, hoifc* 
sever, O holy one, that thou dost not know what virtue in 
reality is l Repairing to the city of MithilE, enquire thou of 
a virtuous fowler their, if, indeed, O regenerate one, thou 
art not really acquainted with what constitutes the highest 
• virtue ! There liveth in Mithila a fowler who is truthful and 
rdevoted to the service of his parents and who hath his senses 
under complete control ! Even he will discourse to thee on 
virtue ! Blessed be thou, O best of regenerate ones, if thou 
ilikest, repair thither. O faultless one, it behoveth thee to 
forgive me if what I have said be unpalatable, for they that 
are desirous of acquiring virtue are incapable of injuring 
women ! — 

« ‘At these words of the chaste woman, the Brhhmana 
replied, saying, — I am gratified with thee ! Blessed be thou, 
say anger hath subsided, O beautiful one! The reproofs 
Uttered by thee will be of the highest advantage to me! 
Pleased be thou, I shall now go, and accomplish what is a* 
conducive, O handsome one, to my benefit !— ’ 

“Markandeya continued — ‘Dismissed by her, Kautjika-^ 
that best of regenerate ones — left her house, and reproach* 
ing himself returned to his own abode.’ ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and sixth Section in tht 
Markandeya-SamlisyS, of the Vana Parva. 


Section COVII. 

(Mdrkandeya-Samdsyd, Parva continued . ) 

“Markandeya said. — ‘Continually reflecting upon that 
wonderful discourse of the woman, Kau$ika began to re* 
preach himself and looked very much like a guilty person* 
And meditating on the subtile ways of morality and virtue 
he said to himself,— >1 should accept with reverence what the 
lady hath said and should, therefore, repair to J&ithiU^ 
Without doubt there dwelleth in . that city a fowler of so uj 
under complete control and. fully acquainted with the my* 
Stories of virtue and morality. This very day will I repair 
qnfco that one endued with wealth jof v asceticism for enquiring 
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ff him about virtue.— His faith m her assured by her kn6w* 
ledge of the death of the she-craue and the excellent words 
pi virtuous import she had uttered, Kau$ika thus reflecting 
with reverence upon all she had said, set out for Mbthilfc, 
filled with curiosity. Aud he traversed many forests and 
villages and towns and at last reached Mithila that was ruled 
over by Janaka» And he beheld the city to be adorned with 
the flags of various creeds. And he beheld that beautiful 
town to be resounding with the noise of sacrifices and festi* 
vities. And furnished with splendid gate- ways, it abounded 
with palatial residences. And protected by walls on all sides, 
it had many splendid buildings to boast of. And that do* 
lightful town was also filled with innumerable cars. And its 
streets and roads were many and well-laid and many of them 
were lined with shops. And it was full of horses and cars 
and elephants and warriors. And the citizens were all ii 
health and joy and they were always engaged in festivities. 
And having entered that city, that Brahmana beheld there 
many other things. And there the Brahmana enquired about 
the virtuous fowler and was answered by some twice-bom 
persons. And repairing to the place indicated by those re* 
generate ones, the Brahmana beheld the fowler seated in m 
butcher’s yard. And the ascetic fowler was then selling veni* 
son and buffalo meat. And in consequence of the large con* 
course of buyers gathered round that fowler, Kaugika stood 
at a distance. But the fowler, apprehending that the Brfih* 
mana had come to him, suddenly rose from his seat and went 
to that secluded spot where the Brahman* was staying. And 
having approached him there, the fowler said,— I salute thee, 

0 holy one ! Welcome art thou, O thou best of Br&hmanaei 
I* am the fowler. Blessed be thou ! Command me as to what 

1 may do for thee ! The words that the chaste woman 
unto thee, viz., Repair thou to MithilS , are known to mA 
X also know for what purpose thou hast come hither ! — Hear* 
sng these words of the fowler that Br&hmana was filled with 
surprise. And he began to reflect inwardly, saying, — This, 
Indeed, is the second marvel that I see ' — The fowler then 
sa Id unto the Brahmana, saying, — Thou art now standing ha 



a place that is scarcely proper for thee. O sinless one, if 
pleasest thee, let us go to my abode, O holy one I—’ 

* Markandeya continued. — ‘So be it , — said the Br&hmanr 
unto him gladly. And thereupon, the fowler proceeded tew 
wards his home with the Brahmana walking before him. AncJ 
entering his abode that looked delightful, the fowler rever-r 
enced his guest by offering him a seat. Bnd he also gave him 
water to wash his feet and face* And accepting these, thatfc 
best of Brahmanas sat at his ease. And he then addressee!* 
the fowler, saying, — It seems to me that this profession doth* 
Brot befit thee. O father, I deeply regret that thou shouldsb 
follow such a cruel trade ! — At these words of the Brahmana* 
the fowler said, — This profession is that of my family, myself 
having inherited it from my sires and grandsires. O regener* 
ate one* grieve not for me owing to my adhering to the duties 
that belong to me by birth ! Discharging the duties ordain* 
ed for me before-hand by the Creator, I carefully serve my 
superiors and the old, O thou best of Brahmanas ! I always, 
speak the truth, never envy others ; and give to the best o| 
tny power. I live upon what remaineth after serving th® 
gods, guests, and those that depend on me ! I never speak 
ill of anything small or great. O thou best of Brahmanas* 
the actions of a former life always follow the doer. In thia 
world there are three principal professions, viz., agriculture) 
rearing of cattle, and trade. As regards the other worlds 
the three Yedas, knowledge, and the science of morals are 
efficacious. Service ( of the other three order ) hath bee» 
ordained to be the duty of the Sudra. Agriculture hath beea 
ordained for the Valyas, and fighting for the Kshatriyasir 
while the practice of the Brukmachc^rya vow, asceticism, 
recitation of mantr&s, and truthfulness have been ordained 
for the Brahmanas. Over subjects adhering to their proper- 
duties, the king should rule virtuously ; while he should set 
those thereto that have fallen away from the duties of their 
order. Kings should ever be feared because they are the lord* 
of their subjects. They restrain those subjects of theirs that 
fall away from their duties as they restrain the motions of 
the deer by means of their shafts, 0 regenerate Rwhi, there. 





^risrteth not in the kingdom of Janaka a single snbjeefc fck* 
followeth not the duties of his birth. 0 thou best of IMfc* 
manas, all the four orders here rigidly adhere to their ree* 
pective duties. King Janaka punisheth him that is wicked, 
even if he be his own son ; but never doth he inflict pa in oai 
him that is virtuous. With good and able spies employed 
under him, he looketh upon all with impartial eyes. Pros* 
perity, and kingdom, and capacity to punish, belong, O thour 
best of Brahmanas, to the Kshatriyas ! Kings desire higly 
prosperity through practice of the duties that belong to them* 
The king is the protector of all the four orders. As regards 
myself, O Brahmana, I always sell pork and buffalo meat 
without slaying those animals myself. I sell meat of animals^ 

0 regenerate Rishi , that have been slain by others 1 I neve if 
eat meat myself ; never goto my wife except in her season f 

1 always fast during the day, and eat, O regenerate one, in* 
the night ! Even though the behaviour of his order ha bad* 
d person may yet be himself of good behaviour. So atao a 
person may become virtuous although he may be a slayer of 
animals by profession ! It is in consequence of the sinful 
acts of kings that virtue decrease th greatly, and sin beginneth 
to prosper. And when all this taketh place, the subjects of 
the kingdom begin to decay. And it is then, O Brahmana, 
that ill-looking monsters, and dwarfs, and hunch-backed and 
large-headed wights, and men that are blind or deaf or thoat 
that have paralysed eyes or are destitute of the power of 
procreation, begin to take their birth. It is from the sinfaU 
ness of kings that their subjects suffer numerous mischiefs. 
But this our king Janaka casteth his eyes upon all his sub* 
jects virtuously, and he is always kind unto them who, on their 
part, ever adhere to their respective duties. Regarding myself 
I always with good deeds please those that speak well, aa also 
those that speak ill, of me. Those kings that live in the ob* 
eer vance of their own proper duties, who are always engaged 
in the practice of acts that are good and honest, who are of 
souls under complete oontrol and who are endued with readi- 
ness and alacrity, may not depend upon anything else for 
supporting their “power. Gift of food to the best of ones 
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.£ower, endurance* of heat and cold, firmness in virtue, 
a regard and tenderness for all creatures,— these attributed 
eau never find place in a person, without an innate desire 
being present in him of separating himself from the world.* 
One should avoid falsehood in speech, and should do good? 
without solicitation* One should never cast off virtue froxft* 
lust, from wrath, or from malice. One should never joy im- 
moderately at a good turn or grieve immoderately at a bad one# 
One should never feel depressed when overtaken by poverty, 
nor when so overtaken abandon the path- of virtue. If at any 
time one doth what is wrong, he should never do its like* 
again. One should always urge his soul to the doing of that} 
which he regarde th as beneficial. One should never return* 
wrong for wrong, but should act honestly by those that have 
wonged him. That wretched man who desireth to do whab 
is sinful, slayeth himself. By doing what is sinful, one only 
imitates them that are wicked and sinful. Disbelieving in 
virtue they that mock the good and the pure, saying — there 
is no virtue — undoubtedly meet with destruction. A sinful 
man swelleth up like a leather bag puffed up with wind. 
The thoughts 6f these wretches filled with pride and folly 
are feeble and unprofitable. It is the heart, the inner soul, 
that discoveretb the fool like the sun that discovereth forms 
during the day. The fool cannot always shine in the world 
by means of self-praise. The learned man, however, even? 
if he be destitute of beauty, displayeth his lustre by refrain- 
ing from speaking ill of others and well of himself. No ex- 
ample, however, can be met with, in this world, of a person 
shining brilliantly on account of attributes to be found in him 
in their reputed measure. If one repenteth for a wrong done 
oy him, that repentance washeth off his sin.f The resolu* 

* The word in the text is Tyagfa It literally means, abandonment 
As a technical term in the Hindu Scriptures, it means abandonment of 
vorldly things, or, rather self-denial as regards the pleasures and en- . 
joyments of the world. 

t The reader cannot fail to be struck with' this doctrine in the mouth* 
of a Hindu teacher. This and one or two texts further down would 
eem to indicate that some of the cardinal doctrines of Christianity 
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rflon of never doing it again saveth him from future sin, even 
«8, O thou heat of Brahmanas, he may save himself from ha 
by any of those expiations ordained in the scriptures I Evejl 
this, O regenerate one, is the gruti that may be seen in rest 
pect of virtue ! He that, having before been virtuous* 
committeth a sin, or committeth it unknowingly, may des- 
troy that sin. For virtue, O Brahmana, driveth off the sins 
that men commit from ignorance. A man, after having 
’Committed a sin, should cease to regard himself any longer 
as a man. No man can conceal his sins. The gods behold 
what one does, also the Being that is within every one.* He 
that with piety and without detraction hideth the faults of 
the honest and the wise, like holes in his own attire, surely 
seeketh his salvation. If a man seeketh redemption after 
having committed a sin, without doubt he is purged of ail 
his sins and looketh pure and resplendant like the moon 
emerged from the clouds. A man that seeketh redemption is 
washed of all his sins, even as the sun, upon rising, dispell- 
eth all darkness. O best of Brahmanas, it is temptation 
that constitutes the basis of sin. Men that are ignorant, 
•commit sin, yielding to temptation alone. Sinful men gener- 
ally cover themselves with a virtuous exterior, like wells 
whose mouths are covered by long grass. Outwardly they 
seem to possess self-control and holiness, and indulge in 
preaching virtuous texts which, in their mouth, are of little 
meaning. Indeed, everything may be noticed in them, ex- 
cept conduct that is truly virtuous ! — * 

“Markandeya continued. — ‘At these words, O best of 
men, of the fowler, that Brahmana endued with great wis- 
dom, then asked the fowler, saying, — How shall I know 

were not altogether unknown to the moral teachers of Aryan India* 
This and the other passages, therefore, might yield some inference of 
Taiue to those engaged in settling the date of the Mahabhdruia. 

* The word in the text are swaspaiva ntarapvrusha composed of 
moasya t antara, and purusha. Literally, they mean the purusha (being) 
that is within one’s own self. The monitor within^ would not be a bad 
i rendering. 
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whatfis virtuous conducts Blessed be thou, I desire to hdaf 
this, O thou foremost of virtuous men, from thee ! Tbioi 
fore, O thou Of exalted sdnl, tell me all about it^ruly V~+ 
Hearing these words, the fowler replied, saying,—' (Tljbast; 4>f 
Brkhmanas, Sacrifice, Gift, Asceticism, the Vedas, and 
—these five holy things are ever present in conduct that 3 
called virtuous. Having subjugated lust and wrath, pride! 
avarice, and crookedness, they that take pleasure in virtue 
because it is virtue are regarded as really virtuous and worthy 
of the approbation of persons that are virtuous. These per* 
86ns who are devoted to sacrifices and study of the Vedas 
have no independent behaviour. They follow only the prac- 
tices of the honest and the good. This, indeed, is the second 
attribute of the virtuous. Waiting upon superiors, Truth, 
freedom from anger, and Gift, these four, O Br&hmana, are 
inseparably connected with behaviour that is virtuous. For 
the reputation that a person acquires by setting his heart on 
virtuous behaviour and adhering to it rigidly is incapable of 
acquisition except by practising the four virtues named above* 
The essence of the Vedas is Truth ; the essence of Truth 
is self-control, and the essence of self-control i$ abstention 
from the pleasures of the world. These all are to be noticed 
in behaviour that is virtuous. They that follow those delud- 
ed fools that mock the forms of faith prevailing among meu, 
are dragged into destruction for walking in such a sinful path. 
They, however, that are virtuous and engaged in the obseiv 
vance of vows, who are devoted to the $rutia and the virtue 
bf abstention from the pleasures of the world, they, in fact, 
Who tread in virtue’s path and follow the true religion* 
they that are obedient to the aufa dates of their preceptor^ 
and who reflect upon the sense of the scriptures with pati* 
ence and carefulness, — it is these that are said to be possessed 
of Behaviour that is virtuous ; and it is these, O Br&hmana, 
that are said to properly guide their higher intelligence 1 
Forsaking those that are atheists, those that transgress vir- 
tue’s limits, those that are of wicked souls, those that liv&* 
in sinfulness, betake thou to knowledge, reverencing those* 
that are virtuous ! Lust and temptation are even like sharks 



“ A RARE INDIAN BOOK. v The book we refer to is the great epie 
poem of India, the Mahabharata, which is now in course of publication for 
gratuitous, or nearly gratuitous, circulation, by an Indian society. The so- 
ciety in question bears the unmistakably Indian name of Datavya Bharat 
Karyalaya. It was orga nized about nine years ago by Mr. Protap Chan- 
dra Roy, of Calcutta, who is its secretary, and who from its inception has 
been its heart andsoul. The chief object of this philanthropic body is 
the free, or almost free distribution of the old classic poets of India. No 
single society in England or America aims at the performance of work simi- 
lar to that which this Indian society is accomplishing. It has many traits 
common to the English societies for the publication of old texts, though it 
perhaps bears a closer resemblance to the Tract and Bible societies. F or 
arhile Mr. Roy himself is a gentleman of literary tastes and attainments, 
md many of his coadjutors are also scholarly in their inclinations, they 
itrive to place the treasures of old Indian poetry within the reach of the 
lindoo population of India, less from a wish to minister to their intellee* 
ual gratification, than as a means of keeping their faith and morals true 
<o the mould left by their religious forefathers. 

Mr. Roy, in his early life, was a successful bookseller, and some years 
tgo he retired from business with a moderate competency. But so soon 
s he was free from the cares of business he found himself irresistibly im- 
plied to engage in the work of distributing, free of cost, some of the more 
opular literature of ancient India. Such a work had been the dream of 
is life. The conviction that these old poets and sages alone could imbue 
is countrymen with “the manly Aryan tastes ” of their ancestors, had 
rown with his growth and strengthened with his strength. Such en- 
busiasm secured Mr. Roy aid from some of the Indian provincial govern- 
xents, and handsome contributions from some of the maharajahs, rajas 
nd rich native merchants. His list of contributors is an interesting 
ocument, Besides the magnates already named, Indian ladies, English 
.atesmen, and men of letters from all parts of Europe and America are 
mong his subscribers and patrons. 

Altogether this unique society has distributed more than thirteen 
illions of printe 1 forms. Editions of some of the best and most volu- 
inous of the Indian poets have been issued, both in Sanskrit texts and 
engali translation. At present the society is printing and distributing 
Le original Sanskrit text and an English translation of the Mahabha- 
/ta. We have had the pleasure of examining some parts of both text 
xd translation, as copies of both, so far as issued, were last week re- 
ived in this city. This last engagement of the Karyalaya, is alone m 
stly one, as the poem is in eighteen parts amounting in all to one 
indred thousand couplets. The English translation, it is estimated, 
ill cost about fifty thousand dollars. But help reaches Mr. Roy from 
any quarters. A few months ago, a native millionaire of Rungpore, 
honor of his daughter’s wedding, gave a sum of money to pay the 
tiole cost of the English translation of the Yana Parva, or Forest 
>ok, one of the largest of the eighteen books of the poem. 



The value of this translation can Hardly* he over-estimated, as the* 
poem is a mirror in which almost every phase of Hindoo character is 
reflected. It contains mythologies as freird as those of the Eddas of 
the Nors^f and episodes which, as the headers of Edwin' Arnold know, 
can vie with the idyls of Tennyson for tenderness. Its epic portions 
proper rank with Homer and Virgil, and it has chapters, relating to 
Hie soul and virtue, which for their transparent purity and humble 
<rever$nce, can hardly be paralleled outside our own scriptures. One 
such chapter, the Bhagavat^gjja, has been /solely read, as it was the 
first Sanskrit work ever translated into English. Wilkins, an East 
India Company’s servant, was the translator, and Warren Hastings* 
just a hundred years ago, induced the Company to publish it. 

Since Wilkins and Hastings gave a clue to the poetic wealth of the 
jMahablidrata, several of its episodes have been rendered into English, 
feut the treasures of the > poem as h whole have remained a hidden 
inystery, so that, as the Marquis of Hartington wrote Mr Boy at the 
start, this translation will supply a felt want. The work has been 
welcomed throughout England and America Max Muller has aided 
it materially and only regrets “ that he is getting old and cannot work 
aB hard as in former days." Frof. Lanman last year read a paper 
before the American Oriental society, in which this English version 
was highly commended We need hardly add that it is p^ose transla- 
tion, faithfully given. The translator says he follows his text “as it is T; 
and not as any one might wish it to be. It is gratifying to know that 
Mr. Boy and his friends regard their work for the Hindoos as a success. 
So far as his English readers are concerned they can hardly fail to learn 
much concerning this great race, which has played and will continue to 
play an Important part in the world s history. The feast of intellect 
for English readers provided by this society entitles it to the thanks of 
all who take an interest in Indian modes of thought, for as Mr. Boy 
eloquently says, “literature is^ cosmopolitan, and the Indian poets lived 
for # all who can undertand them as much as for the Hindoos * ” Daily 
Spectator and Tribune* Hamilton , Friday* July 10 . 


His Highness the Maharaja of Faridkot lias been pleased to donate 
B» 500 in aid of the English translation of the Mahabbarata. This in- 
stance munificence to letters, on the Maharaja’s part, is hardly unique. 
Faridkot has always been distinguished by liberality in the cause of 
learning. The present Maharaja is an excellent young man possessing 
many amiable virtues, not the least of which is his solicitude for tbe 
education of his people. 
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in the river of life, whose waters are the live senses* Do 
thou cross Over to the other side of this river in the boat) 
of patience and resignation, avoiding the shoals of corpo- 
real existence (repeated births in this world). The supreme 
virtue consisting in the excercise of the intelligent principle 
and abstraction, when gradually superadded to virtuous 
conduct, becomes beautiful like dye on white fabrics. Truth- 
fulness and abstention from doing injury to any one, are 
virtues highly beneficial to all creatures. Of these, the 
latter is a cardinal virtue, and is based on truth. Our 
mental faculties have their proper play when their founda- 
tion is laid in truth, and in the exercise of virtue, truth 
is of the highest value. Purity of conduct is the characteris- 
tic of all good men. Those that are distinguished for holy living, 
are good and virtuous. All creatures follow the principles 
of conduct which are innate "in their nature. The sinful 
being who has no control over self, acquire lust, anger and 
other vices. It is the immemorial rule that virtuous actions 
are those that are founded on justice, and it is also ordained 
by holy men that all iniquitous conduct is sin. Those who 
are not swayed by anger, pride, haughtiness and envy, and 
those who are quiet andlstraight-forward, are men of virtuous 
conduct. Those who are deligenfc in performing the rites en- 
joined in the three Vedas , who are wise, and of pure and virtu- 
ous conduct, who exercise self-restraint and are full of atten- 
tion to their superiors, are men of virtuous conduct. The ac- 
tions and conduct of such men of great power, are very diffi- 
cult of attainment. They are sanctified by the purification of 
their own actions, and consequently sin in them dies out of 
itself. This virtue of good conduct is wonderful, ancient, im- 
mutable and eternal; and wise men observing tbis virtue with 
holiness, attain to heaven. Those men who believe in the 
existence of the Deity, who are free from false pride, and 
versed in holy writ, and who respect regenerate (twice-born) 
men, go to heaven. Amoug holy men, virtue is differentiated 
in three ways — that great virtue which is inculcated in the 
Vedas , the otheT which is inculcated in the dharmashastras 
(the minor scriptures), and virtuous conduct. And virtuous*. 
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conduct is indicated by acquisition of knowledge, pilgrimage to 
aacred places, truthfulness, forbearance, purity and straight- 
forwardness. Virtuous men are always kind to all creatures, 
and well disposed towards regenerate men, they abstain from 
doing injury to any creature, and are never rude in speech. 
Those good men who know well the consequences of the frui- 
tion of their good and evil deeds, are commended by virtuous 
men. Those who are just and good-natured, and endowed 
with virtue, who wish well of all creatures, who are stead- 
fast in the path of virtue, and have conquered heaven, who 
are charitable, unselfish and of unblemished character, who 
succour the distress of the afflicted, and are learned and res- 
pected by all, who practise austerities, and are kind to all 
creatures, are commended as such by the virtuous. Those 
who arc charitably disposed attain prosperity in this world, 
as also the regions of bliss (here-after). The virtuous man 
when solicited for assistance by good men bestows alms on 
them by straining himself to the utmost, even to the depri- 
vation of the comforts of his wife and servants. Good 
men having an eye to their own welfare, as also virtue 
and the ways of the world, act in this way and thereby grow 
in virtue through eternal ages. Good persons possessing the 
virtues of truthfulness, abstention from doing injury to any 
one, rectitude, abstention from evil towards any one, want of 
haughtiness, modesty, resignation, self-restraint, absence of 
passion, wisdom, patience, and kindness towards all crea- 
tures, and free from malice and lust, are the witnesses of the 
world. These three are said to constitute the perfect way of 
the virtuous ; viz. — a man must not do wrong to any body, he 
must bestow alms, and must always be truthful. Those 
high-souled good men of virtuous conduct, and settled convic- 
tions, who are kind to all and are full of compassion, depart 
with contentment from this world to the perfect way of virtue. 
Freedom from malice, forbearance, peace of mind, content- 
ment, pleasant speech, renunciation of desires and anger, vir- 
tuous conduct, and actions regulated accordiug to the ordi- 
nances of holy writ, constitute the perfect way of the virtuous. 
And those who are constant in virtue, follow these rules of 
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virtuous conduct, and having reached the pinnacle of 
knowledge, and discriminating between the various phases of 
human conduct, which are either very virtuous or the reverse, 
they escape from the great danger.* Thus, O great Brahmana, 
having introduced the subject of virtuous conduct, have I 
described to thee all this, according to my own knowledge, 
and to what I have heard on the subject.” 

Thus ends the two hundred and seventh Section in the 
Markandeya Samasya of the Vana Parva. 

Section CCVIIL 

( Markandeya- Sam&sy a, Parva continued \) 

Markandeya continued — the pious fowler “ O Yudhish- 
thira, then said to that Brahmana. ‘Uundoubtedly my deeds 
are very cruel, but O Brahmana, Destiny^ is all-powerful and 
it is difficult to evade the consequences of our past actions.]: 
And this is the JcarmiJc evil IT arising out of sin committed in 
a former life. But, O Brahmana, I am always assiduous in 
eradicating the evil. The Deity takes away life, the execu- 
tioner acts only as a secondary agent. And we, O good Brah- 
mana, are only such agents in regard to our karma . Those 
animals that are slain by me, and whose meat I sell, also 
acquire karma ; because (with their meat), gods and guests 
and servants are regaled with dainty food, and the manes of 
our ancestors are propitiated. It is said authoritatively that 
herbs and vegetables, deer, birds and wild animals constitute 
the food of ail creatures. And, O Brahmana, King Sibi the 
son of U^inara, of great forbearance attained to heaven, which 
is hard to reach, by giving away his own flesh. And in days of 
yore, O Brahmana, two thousand animals used to be killed 


* That of rebirth presumably. 

t More properly providence, or the state of existence ordained 
by the Creator. 

% i. e. actions performed in a previous state of existence. 

IF The evil tendencies which are inborn. They being supposed to be 
the result of the or the aggregate of actions of a former existence. 
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every-day in the kitchen of king Rantideva ; and in the tame 
manner two thousand cows were killed evefry day ; and 0 best 
of regenerate beings, King Rantideva acquired unrivalled re- 
putation by distributing food with meat every day. For the 
performance of the four-monthly rites, animals ought to be 
sacrificed daily. ‘The sacred fire iB fond of animal-food/ this 
saying has come down to us. And at sacrifices animals 
are invariably killed by regenerate Brahmanas, and these 
animals being purged of sin, by incantation of hymns, go to 
heaven. If O Brahmana, the sacred fire had not been so fond of 
animal food in ancient times, it could never have become the 
food of any one. And in this matter of animal food this rule has 
been laid down by munis : — Whoever partakes of animal food 
after having first offered it duly and respectfully to the gods 
and the manes of his ancestors, is not polluted by the act. 
And such a man is not at all considered to have partaken of 
animal food ; even, as a Brahmacharin having intercourse with 
bis wife during the menstrual period, is nevertheless consider- 
ed to be a good Brahmana. Having considered the propriety 
and impropriety of this matter, this rule has been laid down. 
King Saudasa, O Brahman, when under a curse, often used 
to prey upon men ; what is thy opinion on this matter ? And, 
O good Brahmana, knowing this to be my own proper occu- 
pation, I do not give it up, and knowing this to be the 
consequence of my own actions, I obtain my livelihood 
from this profession. The forsaking of one's own occu- 
pation is considered, 0 Brahmana to be a sin, and the act of 
sticking to one's own profession is without doubt a meretorious 
act. The Karma of a former existence never forsakes any crea- 
ture. And in determining the various consequences of one's 
karma, this rule was not lost sight of by the Creator. A 
person having his being under the influence of evil karma, 
must always consider how he can atone for his karma , and ex- 
tricate himself from an evil doom. And the evil karma may be 
expiated in various ways. Accordingly, O good Brahmana, I am 
charitable, truthful, assiduous in attending on my superiors, 
full of respect towards regenerate Brahmanas, devoted to 
virtue, mi free frompride and (idle) excessive talk, Agri- 
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culture is considered to be a praise-worthy occupation, but it 
is well-known that even there, great harm is done to animal* 
life; and in the operation of digging the earth with the 
plough, numberless creatures lurking in the ground, as also 
various other forms of animal-life are destroyed* Dost thou not 
think so ? O good Brahmana, Vrihi and other so-called seeds 
of rice are all Hving organisms. What is thy opinion on this 
matter? Men, O Brahmana, hunt wild animals and kill them 
and partake of their meat, they also cut up trees and herbs ; 
but 0 Brahmana, there are numberless living organisms in 
trees and in fruits, as also in water ; dost thou not think so ? 
This whole creation, O Brahmana, is full of animal life, bus- * 
taining itself with food derived from living organisms. Dost 
thou not mark that fish preys upon fish, and that various 
species of animals prey upon other species, and that there 
are specieB the members of which prey upon each other t 
Men 0 BrSthmana, while walking about hither and thither, 
kill numberless creatures lurking in the ground by trampling 
on them, and even men of wisdom and enlightenment destroy 
animal-life in various ways, even while sleeping or reposing 
themselves. What hast thou to say to this ? The earth and 
the air are all swarming with living organisms, which are un- 
consciously destroyed by men from mere ignorance. Is not 
this so ? The commandment that people should not do harm 
to any creature, was ordained of old by men, who were igno- 
rant of the true facts of the case. For, O Brahmana, there 
is not one man on the face of the earth, who is free from the 
sin of doing injury to any creature. After full consideration, 
the conclusion is (irresistible), that there is not a single man 
who is free from the sin of doing injury to animal-life. Even 
the sages, O good Brahmana, whose vow is not to do harm to 
any creature, do injure animal life. Only, on account of greater 
hcedfulness, the harm is less. Men of noble birth and great 
qualities perpetrate wicked acts in defiance of all, of which 
they are not at all ashamed. Good men acting in an examplary 
way are not commended by other good men ; nor are bad men 
acting in a contrary way praised by their wicked compeers ; 
and friends are not agreeable to friends, albeit endowed with 
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high qualities ; and foolish pedantic men cry down the virtues 
of their preceptors. This reversal of the natural order of 
things, O good Brahmana, is seen everywhere in this world. 
What is thy opinion as to the virtuousness or otherwise of 
this state of things ? There is much that can be said of the 
goodness or badness of our actions. But whoever is addicted 
to his own proper occupation surely acquires great reputation* 
Thus ends the two hundred and eighth Section in the 
Markandeya-Samasya of the Vana Parva. 

Section CCIX. 

(Markandeya-Samasya Parva continued . ) 

Markandeya continued. — O Yudhishthira, the virtuous 
fowler, eminent in piety, then skilfulyf addressed himself 
again to that foremost of Brahmanas, saying, — It is the dic- 
tum of the aged that the ways of righteousness are subtle, 
diverse and infinite. When life is at stake and in the matter 
of marriage, it is proper to tell an untruth. Untruth sometimes 
leads to the triumph of truth, and the latter dwindles into 
untruth. Whichever conduces most to the good of all crea- 
tures is considered to be truth. Virtue is thus perverted ; 
mark thou its subtle ways. O best of virtuous men, man’s 
actions are either good or bad, and he undoubtedly reaps 
their fruits. The ignorant man having attained to an abject 
state, grossly abuses the gods, not knowing that it is the 
consequence of his own evil karma . The foolish, the desig- 
ning, and the fickle, O good Brahmana, always attain the very 
reverse of happiness, or, misery. Neither learning, nor good 
morals, nor personal exertion can save them. And if the 
fruits of our exertion were not dependent on any thing else, 
people would attain the object of their desire, by simply 
striving to attain it. It is seen, that able intelligent and dili- 
gent persons are baffled in their efforts, and do not attain 
the fruits of their actions. On the other hand, persons who 
are always active in injuring others and in practising decep- 

* Approbation, more correctly, 
t With specious arguments, rather, 
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£ion on the world, lead % happy life. There are sdme who 
attain prosperity without any exertion. And there are others, 
who with the utmost exertion, are unable to achieve their 
dues. Miserly persons with the object of having sons bom 
to them worship the gods, and practise severe austerities, 
and these sons having remained in the womb for ten months, 
at length turn out to be very in-famous scions of their race ; 
and others begotten under the same auspices, decently pass 
their lives in luxury with hordes of riches and grain, ac- 
cumulated by their ancestors. The diseases from which men 
suffer, are undoubtedly the result of their own karma . 
They then behave like small deer at the hands of hunters, 
and they are racked with mental troubles. And, O Brahmana. 
as hunters intercept the flight of their game, the progress 
of those diseases is checked by able and skilful physici- 
ans with their collections of drugs. And, O best of the 
cherishers of religion, thou hast observed that those that have 
it in their power to enjoy (the good things of earth), are 
prevented from doing so from the fact of their suffering from 
chronic bowel-complaints, and that many others that are 
strong and powerful, suffer from misery, and are enabled with 
great difficulty to obtain a livelihood ; and that every man is 
thus helpless, overcome by misery and illusion, and again and 
again tossed and overpowered by the powerful current of his 
own actions ( karma ). If there were absolute freedom of 
action, no creature would die, none would be subject to decay, 
or await his evil doom; and every body would attain the object 
of his desire. All persons desire to distance their neighbours 
(in the race of life), and they strive to do so to the utmost 
of their power ; but the result turns out otherwise. Many 
are the persons born under the influence of the same star and 
the same auspicies of good luck ; but a great diversity is 
observable in the maturity of their actions. No person, O good 
Brahmana, can be the dispenser of his own lot. The actions 
done in a previous existence are seen to fructify in our 
present life. It is the immemorial tradition that the soul 
is eternal and everlasting, but the corporeal frame of all 
creatures is subject to destruction here (below). When there- 
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fore life is extinguished, the body 01 Ay is destroyed, but the 
spirit, wedded to its actions, travels elsewhere/ 

The Bribmana replied,— O best of those versed in the doc* 
trine of karma, and in the delivery of discourses, I long to know 
accurately how the soul becomes eternal. The fowler replied,— 
The spirit dies not, there being simply a change of tenement. 
They are mistaken, who foolishly say that all creatures die. 
The soul betakes itself to another frame, and its change of 
habitation is called its death. In the world of men, no man 
reaps the consequences of another man's kai'ma . Whatever one 
does, he is sure to reap the consequences thereof ; for the 
consequences of the karma that is trnce done, can never be 
obviated. The virtuous become endowed with great virtues, 
and sinful men become the perpetrators of wicked deeds. 
Men’s actions follow them *, and influenced by these, they are 
born again. The Brahmana enquired, — ‘why does the spirit 
take its birth, and why does its nativity become sinful or vir- 
tuous, and how, O good man, does it come to belong to a sin- 
ful or virtuous race V The fowler replied. This mystery 
seems to belong to the subject of procreation, but I shall 
briefly describe to you, O good Brahmana, how the spirit is 
born again with its accumulated load of karma , the righteous 
in a virtuous, and the wicked in a sinful nativity. By the 
performance of virtuous actions it attains to the state of the 
gods, and by a combination of good and evil, it acquires the 
human state, by indulgence in sensuality and similar demora- 
lising practices* it is born in the lower species of animals, and 
by sinful acts, it goes to the infernal regions. Afflicted with 
the miseries of birth and death and dotage, man is fated to 
rot here below from the evil cosequences of his own actions. 
Passing through thousands of births as also the infernal regions, 
our spirits wander about, secured by the fetters of their own 
karma . Animate beings become miserable in the next world, 
on account of these actions done by themselves, and from the 


*Mohanvyai* in the original, which means practices whose tendency is 
bo keep us in illusion or forgetfulness of the higher spiritual nature 
t>f man. 
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reaction of those miseries, they assume lower births. And 
then they accumulate new stores of actions, and they conse- 
quently suffer misery over again, like sickly men partaking 
of unwholesome food. And although they are thus afflicted 
they consider themselves to be happy and at ease. And con- 
sequently their fetters are not loosened, and new karma arises 
and suffering from diverse miseries they turn about in this 
world like a wheel. If, casting off their fetters, they purify 
themselves by their actions, and practise austerities and 
religious meditation, then, 0 best of Brahmanas, they attain 
the Eiysian regions by these numerous acts. And by casting 
off their fetters and by the purification of karma , men attain 
those blissful regions where misery is unknown to those who go 
there. The sinful man who is addicted to vices, never comes to 
the end of his course of iniquities. Therefore must we strive to 
do what is virtuous, and forbear from doing what is unrighte- 
ous. Whoever with a heart full of gratefulness and free from 
malice, strives to do what is good, attains wealth, virtue, happi- 
ness and heaven (hereafter). Those who are purified of sin, 
wise, forbearing, constant in righteousness, and self-restrained, 
enjoy continuous felicity in this as well as the next world, 
Man must follow the standard of virtue of the good and in hia 
acts imitate the example of the righteous. There are virtu- 
ous men, versed in holy writ and learned in all departments 
of knowledge. Man’s proper duty consists in his following 
his own proper avocations, and such being the case, these latter 
do not become confused and mixed up. The wise man delights 
in virtue and lives by righteousness. And, O good Brahmana, 
such a man with the wealth of righteousness which he thereby 
acquires, waters the roots of the plant* in which he finds most 
virtue. The virtuous man acts thus and his mind is calmed. 
He is pleased with his friends in this world and he also attains 
happiness hereafter. Virtuous people, O good man, acquire do- 
minion over all and the pleasures of beauty, flavour, sound and 
touch according to their desire. These are known to be the 

* That particular form of righteousness which is most congenial to 
him. Here is a confusion of metaphors. 
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Tewards of virtue. But the man of enlightened vision, O great 
Brahmana, is not satisfied with reaping the fruits of righteous- 
ness. Not content with that, he with the light of spiritual 
wisdom that is in him, becomes indifferent to pain and plea- 
sure ; and the vices of the world influence him not. Of his 
own free will, he becomes indifferent to worldly pursuits, but 
he forsakes not virtue. Observing that everything worldly is 
evanescent, he tries to renounce everything, and not coun- 
ting on mere chance, he devises means for the attainment of sal- 
vation.Thus does he renounce the pursuits of the world, shuns 
the ways of sin, becomes virtuous, and at last attains salvation. 
Spiritual wisdom is the prime requisite of man for salvation ; 
resignation and forbearance are its roots. By this means he 
attains all the objects of his desire. By subduing the senses 
and by means of truthfulness and forebearance, he attains, 
O good Brahmana, the supreme asylum of Brahma.” The 
Brahmana again enquired, — O thou most eminent in virtue 
and constant in the performance of thy religious obligations, 
you talk of senses; what are they ; how may they be subdued; 
and what is the good of subduing them ; and how does a 
creature reap the fruits thereof ? O pious man, I long to 
acquaint myself with the truth of this matter. 

Thus ends the two hundred and ninth Section in the 
Markandeya-Samasya of the Yana Parva. 

Section CCX. 

( Markandeya-Samixsyci Parva continued . ) 

MSLrkandeya continued, — “Hear, O king Yudhishthira, what 
the virtuous fowler thus interrogated by that BrShmana 
said to him in reply. The fowler said, — Men’s minds are at 
first bent on the acquisition of knowledge. That acquired, 
O good Brahmana, they indulge their passions and desires, and 
for that end, they labour and set about tasks of great magni- 
tude and indulge in their much-desired pleasures of beauty, 
flavour &c. Then follows fondness, then envy, then avarice 
and then extinction of all spiritual light. And when men 
are thus influenced by avarice, and overcome by envy and 
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fondness,* their intellect ceases to be guidod by righteousness 
and they practise the very mockery of virtue. Practising virtue 
with hypocrisy, they are content to acquire wealth by dis- 
honorable means, and with the wealth thus acquired, the 
intelligent principle in them becomes enamoured of those evil 
ways, and they are filled with a desire to commit sins. 
And when O good Brahmana, their friends and men of wis- 
dom remonstrate with them, they are ready with specious 
answers, which are neither sound nor convincing. From their 
being addicted to evil ways they are guilty of a three-fold sin. 
They commit sin in thought, in word, as also in action.-}- Add- 
icted to wicked ways all their good qualities die out, and 
these men of wicked deeds cultivate the friendship of men 
of similar character, and consequently they suffer misery in 
this world as well as in the next. The sinful man is of this 
nature, and now hear of the man of virtue. He discerns these 
evils by means of his spiritual insight, and is able to discrimi- 
nate between happiness and misery, and is full of respectful 
attention to men of virtue, and from practising virtues, his mind 
becomes inclined to righteousness. ” The Brahmana replied, — 
“ Thou hast given a true exposition of religion which none else 
is able to expound. Thy spiritual power is great and thou 
dost appear to me to be like a great Rishi. The fowler 
replied. The great Brahmanas are worshipped with the 
same honours as our ancestors and they are always pro- 
pitiated with offerings of food before others. Wise men in 
this world do what is pleasing to them with all their 
heart. And I shall, O good Brahmana, describe to thee 
what is pleasing to them, after having bowed down to 
Brahmanas as a class. Do thou learn from me the Brah- 
mic philosophy. This whole universe unconquerable}: every- 
where, and abounding in great elements, is Brahm, and there 

* For their sinful course of life ? 

+ This conception of a three-fold character of sin is at once so lofty 
and beautiful. This as also some other passages in this chapter are by 
no means singular. 

t Whose mystery can not be fathomed or sounded 3 
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is nothing higher than this. The earth, air, water, fire and 
sky* are the great elements. And form, flavour, sound, touch 
and taste are their characteristic properties. These latter too 
have their properties which are also correlated to each other. 
And of the three qualities, they are gradually characteris- 
ed by each, in order of priority. The sixth property is consol- 
ousness which is called the mind. The seventh is intelligence 
and after that comes egoism ; and then the five senses, then 
the soul, then the moral qualities called satwa , rajas and tamas^ 
These seventen are said to be the unknown or incomprehensible * 
qualities. I have described all this to thee, what else dost 
thou wish to know ? 

Thus ends the two hundred and tenth Section in the 
Markandeya-Samasya of the Yana Parva. 


Section OCXI. 

( Mdrkandeya-SamdLsya, Parva continued . ) 

Markandeya continued, — “ O Bharata, the Brahmana, thus 
interrogated by the virtuous fowler resumed again this dis- 
course so pleasing to the mind. The Brahmana said, — ‘O best 
of the cherishers of religion, it is said that there are five great 
elements, do thou describe to me in full the properties of any 
one of the five/ The fowler replied, — The earth, water, fire, 
air and sky£ all have properties interlapping each other, 
I shall describe them to thee. The earth, O Brahmana, has five 
qualities, water four, fire three, and the air and sky together 
three also. Sound, touch, form, flavour and taste these five 
qualities belong to earth, and sound, touch, form and taste, 
O austere Brahmana, have been described to thee as the pro- 
perties of water, and sound, touch and form are the three 


* Ether or ethereal space ? 

+ Spiritnul wisdom, worldliness, and spiritual ignorance are the res- 
pective manifestations of these three qualities. 

% I am inclined to think that the Sanscrit names of these five ele- 
ments should better be translated as solids, liquids, physical forces 
as light heat dec gases and ether. The usal names are misleading and 
do not mean what the Sanscrit writer very probably intended. 
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properties of fire, and air has two properties sound and touchy 
and sound is the property of sky. And, O Brahmana, these 
fifteen properties inherent iu five elements, exist in all sub- 
stances of whieh this universe is composed. And they are not 
opposed to one another, they exist, O Brahmana, in proper 
combination. When this whole universe is thrown into a state 
of confusion then every corporeal being in the fulness of time, 
assumes another corpus. It arises and perishes in due order* 
And there are present the five elementary substances of which 
all the mobile and immobile world is composed. Whatever is 
perceptible by the senses, is called vyakta (knowable or com- 
prehensible) and whatever is beyond the reach of the senses 
and can only be perceived by guesses, is known to be avyakUt 
(not vyakta ). When a person engages in the discipline of self- 
examination, after having subdued the senses which have of 
their own proper objective play in the external conditions of 
sound, form &c., then he beholds his own spirit pervading the 
universe, and the universe reflected in itself. He who is wedded 
to his previous karma , although skilled in the highest spiritual 
wisdom, is congnisant only of his soul’s objective existence, 
but the person whose soul is never affected by the objective 
conditions around, is never subject to ills, owing to its absor- 
ption in the elementary spirit of Brahm.* When a person has 
overcome the dominion of illusion, his manly virtues consisting 
of the essence of spiritual wisdom, turn to the spiritual en- 
lightenmentwhich illumines the intelligence of sentient be- 
ings, Such a person is styled by the omnipotent, intelligent 
Spirit as one who is without beginning and without end, self- 
existent, immutable, incorporeal and incomparable. This, 
O Brahmana, that thou hast enquired of me is only the 
result of self-discipline. And this self-discipline can only be 
acquired by subduing the senses. It can not be otherwise* 
Heaven and hell are both dependent on our senses. When sub-* 

* It is perhaps superfluous to remark here that according to Hindus^ 
when a person attains moksha, or the height of spiritual light and sal- 
vation whether in life or after death he becomes one with the Deiety 
and his powers become . like those of the Supreme Spirit. 
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<Jued, they lead to heaven, when indulged in, they lead to per- 
dition. This subjugation of the senses is the highest means 
of attaining spiritual light. Our senses are at the (cause) root 
of our spiritual advancement, as also at the root of all our 
spiritual degradation. By indulging them a person undoubt- 
edly contracts vices, and by subduing these, he attains salva- 
tion. The self-restrained person who acquires mastery over 
the six senses inherent in our nature, is never tainted with 
sin, and consequently evil has no power over him. Man’s 
corporeal self has been compared to a chariot, his soul to 
a charioteer and his senses to horses, A dexterous man 
drives about without confusion, like a quiet charioteer with 
well-broken horses. That man is an excellent driver, who 
knows how to patiently wield the reins of those wild horses,— 
the six senses inherent in our nature, When our senses be- 
come un-governable like horses on the high road, we must 
patiently rein them in ; for with patience, we are sure to get 
the better of them. When a man’s mind is over-powered by 
any one of these senses running wild, he loses his reason, and 
becomes like a ship tossed by storms upon the high ocean. Men 
are deceived by illusion in hoping to reap the fruits of those 
six things, whose effects are studied by persons of spiri- 
tual insight, who thereby reap the fruits of their clear 
perception. ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and eleventh Section in the 
Mirkandeya-Samasya of the Yana Parva. 


Section CCX1I. 

( Mdrkandeya-Samasya Parva continued. ) 

Markandeya continued, — “ 0 Bharata, the fowler having 
expounded these abstruse points, the Brahmana with great 
attention again enquired of him about these subtle topics. The 
Brahmana said 'Do thou truly describe to me, who now duly 
ask thee, the respective virtues of the three qualities of sattwa 
rajas and tamas , The fowler replied,— 'Very well, I shall 
bell thee what thou hast asked. I shall describe separately 
Lheir respective virtues, do thou listen, Of them tamas is 
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characterised by illusion (spiritual), rajas incites ( men 1 6 
action), * sattwa is of great grandeur, and on that account, it 
is said to be the greatest of them. , 

He who is greatly under the influence of spiritual igno* 
ranee, who is foolish, senseless and given to dreaming, who is 
idle, unenergetic and swayed by anger and haughtiness, is said 
to be under the influence of tamas. And O Brahmana ri&hi, 
that excellent man who is agreeable in speech, thoughtful, 
free from envy, industrious in action from an eager desire to 
reap its fruits, and of warm temperament, is said to be under 
the influence of rajas. And he who is resolute, patient, not 
subject to anger, free from malice and is not skilful in action 
from want of a selfish desire to reap its fruits, wise and for* 
bearing, is said to be under the influence of sattwa. When 
a man endowed with the sattwa quality, is influenced by 
worldliness, he suffers misery ; but he hates worldliness when 
he realises its full significance. And then a feeling of indiffer- 
ence to worldly affairs begins to influence him. And then 
his pride decreases and uprightness becomes more prominent, 
and his conflicting moral sentiments are reconciled.’ And 
then self-restraint in any matter becomes unnecessary. A man 
O Brahmana, may be born in the Sudra caste, but if he is 
possessed of good qualities, he may attain the state of a Vaisya 
and similarly that of a kshatriya, and if he is stedfast in 
rectitude, he may even become a Brahmana. I have described 
to thee these virtues, what else dost thou wish to learn ? 

Thus ends the two hundred and twelfth Section in the 
M&rkandeya-Samasya of the Yana Parva. 

Section CCXIII. 

( MdrTcandeya- Samdsya Parva continued . ) 

The Brahmana enquired, — ‘How is it that the fire (vital 
force) in combination with the earthly element (matter), be*, 
comes the corporeal (tenement of living creatures), and ho wT 

* Worldliness, or actions tending to material prosperity or advance- 
ment. 
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does the vital air (the breath of life) according to the nature 
of its seat (the muscles and nerves) excites to action (the cor- 
poreal frame) V Markandeya said, — “ This question, O Yu<* 
dhishthira, having been put to the Brahmana by the fowler, 
the latter, in reply, said to that high-minded Brahmana/' 
(The fowler said) tf the vital spirit manifesting itself in the seat 
of consciousness, causes the action of the corporeal frame* 
And the soul being present in both of them acts (through 
them). The past, the present and the future are inseparably 
associated with the soul. And it is the highest of a creature’s 
possessions ; it is of the essence of the Supreme Spirit and we 
adore it. It is the animating principle of all creatures, and it 
is the eternal pwrusha (spirit). It is great and it is the intelli- 
gence and the ego , and it is the subjective seat of the various 
properties of elements. Thus while seated here (in a corporeal 
frame) it is sustained in all its relations external or internal 
(to matter or mind) by the subtle ethereal air called Prana, 
and thereafter, each creature goes its own way by the action 
of another subtle air called samdna. And this latter trans- 
forming itself into apdna air, and supported by the heat 
of the stomach carries the refuse matter of the body, urine 
&c., to the kidneys and intestines. That same air is present 
in the three elements of effort, exertion and power, and in 
that condition it is called Udana air by persons learned in 
psychical science, and when manifesting itself by its pre- 
jence at all the junctional points of the human system, it 
s known by the name of vydna . And the internal heat 
s diffused over all the tissues of our system, and supported 
>y these kinds of air, it transforms our food and the tissues 
nd the humours of our system. And by the coalition of Prana 
nd other airs, a reaction (combination) ensues, and the heat 
enerated thereby is known as the internal heat of the hu- 
tan system which causes the digestion of our food. The 
rdna and the apdna air are interposed within the samdna 
id the vddna air. And the heat generated by their coalition 
.uses the growth of the body (consisting of the seven subs- 
nces, bones, muscles &c.) And that portion of its seat ex- 
nding to as far as the rectum is called apdna\ and from that 
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arteries arise in the five airs* prana &c, The prana air, 
acted on by the heat strikes against the extremity of the opd- 
na region and then recoiling, it reacts on the heat. Above the 
navel is the region of undigested food, and below it the region 
digestion. And the prana and all other airs of the system 
are seated in the navel. The arteries issuing from the heart 
run upwards, and downwards, as also in oblique directions ; 
they carry the best essence of our food, and are acted upon by 
the ten prana airs. This is the way by which patient Yogins 
who have overcome all difficulties, and who view things with 
an impartial and equal eye, with their souls seated in the 
brain, find the Supreme Spirit, The prana and the apana 
airs are thus present in the body of all creatures. Know that 
the spirit is embodied in corporeal disguise, in the eleven 
allotropous conditions (of the animal system), and that though 
eternal, its normal state is apparently modified by its accom- 
paniments, — even like the fire purified in its pan, — eternal, 
yet with its course altered by its surroundings ; and that the 
divine thing which is kindred with the body is related to 
the latter in the same way as a drop of water Jto the 
sleek surface of a lotus-leaf on which it rolls. Know that 
sattwa, rajas , and tamas are the attributes of all life 
and that life is the attribute of spirit, and that the latter 
again is an attribute of the Supreme Spirit. Inert, insensible 
matter is the seat of the living principle, which is active in 
itself and induces activity in others. That thing by which the 
seven worlds are incited to action is called the most high by 
men of high spiritual insight. Thus in all these elements, 
the eternal spirit does not show itself, but is perceived by the 
learned in spiritual science, by reason of their high and keen 
preception. A pure minded person, by purification of his heart, 
is able to destroy the good and evil effects of his actions, and 
attains eternal beatitude by the enlightenment of his inward 
spirit. That state of peace and purification of heart is likened 
to the state of a person who in a cheerful state of mind sleeps 


* Gases would probably be a more correct translation. But some- 
thing subtler than gases is meant. 
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aoundly, or to the brilliance of a lamp trimmed by a skilful 
hand. Such a pure-minded person living on spare diet per* 
xeives the Supreme Spirit reflected in his own, and by practis* 
ing concentration of mind in the evening and small hours of 
morning, he beholds the Supreme Spirit which has no attri- 
butes, in the light of his heart, shining like a dazzling lamp 
and thus he attains salvation. Avarice and anger must be 
subdued by all means, for this act constitutes the most sac- 
red virtue that people can practise and is considered to be the 
means by which men can cross over to the other side of this 
sea of affliction and trouble. A man must preserve his 
righteousness from being overcome by the evil consequences of 
anger, his virtues from the effects of pride, his learning from* 
the effects of vanity, and his own spirit from illusion. Leaid 
ency is the best of virtues, and forbearance the best of powers, 
the knowledge of our spiritual nature is the best of all 
knowledge, and truthfulness is the best of all religious obli- 
gations. The telling of truth is good, and the knowledge of 
truth may also be good, but what conduces to the greatest 
good ©£all creatures, is known as the highest truth. He whose 
actions are performed not with the object of securing any 
reward or blessing, who has sacrificed all to the requirements 
of his renunciation, is a real Sanyasin* and is really wise. 
And as communion with Brahma can not be taught to us 
even by our spiritual preceptor, — he only giving us a clue to 
the mystery — renunciation of things of the material world 
is called Toga . We must not do harm to any creature and 
must live in terms of amity with all, and in this our present 
existence, we must not avenge ourselves on any creature. 
Self-abnegation,i* peace of mind, renunciation } of hope, and 


* One who has renounced the world witj} the object of engaging 
solely in the service of the Deity. 

t This is one of those Sanscrit ideas which can not be accurately 
translated into English. One is said to be akinchana when he does not 
think or say that this or that worldly thing is his own, when he feels 
that he has no permanent or abiding interest in the things of earth. 
The mental state of such a man is what is meant here. 

t Not exactly hope, but hope 9i reward for his aetioas, The men* 
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equanimity, these are the ways by which spiritual enlighten- 
ment can always be secured ; and the knowledge of self (one’s 
pwn spiritual nature) is the best of all knowledge*. In this 
world as well as hereafter, renouncing all worldly desires and 
assuming a stolid indifference, wherein all suffering is at rest, 
people should fulfill their religious* duties with the aid of 
their intelligence* The Muni who desires to obtain, moksha 
(salvation), which is very difficult to attain, must be constant 
in austerities, forbearing, seif-restrained, and must give up. 
that longing fondness which binds him to the things of earth* 
They call these the attributes of the Supreme Spirit, — The 
gunaa (qualities, attributes) that we are conscious of, re- 
duce themselves to agunas (non-gunas) in Him ; He is not 
bound by anything, and is perceptible only by the expansion 
and development of our spiritual vision ; as soon as the illu- 
sion of ignorance is dispelled, this supreme unalloyed beati- 
tude is attained. By foregoing the objects of both pleasure 
and pain, and by renouncing the feelings which bind him to 
the things of earth, a man may attain Brahm (supreme spirit 
or salvation). O good Brahmana, I have now briefly explained 
to the© all this, as I have heard. What else dost thou wish to 
know. 

Thus ends the two hundred and thirteenth Section in the 
Markandeya-Samasya of the Yana Parva. 


Section CCXIV. 

(Markandeya-Samasya Parva continued .) 

Markandeya said, — When O Yudhishthira, all this mystery 
of salvation was explained to that Brkhmana, he was highly 
pleased and* he said addressing the fowler, — ‘All this that 
thou hast explaiqe* 4 , is rational, and it seems to me that 
there is nothing in connection with the mysteries of religion, 
which thou dost not know.’ The fowler replied, — O good 
and great Br&hmana, thou shalt perceive with thine own eyes, 

tal state of a person who does his duty without looking or hoping for 
any reward here or hereafter. 
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all the virtue that I lay claim to, and by reason of which I 
have attained this blissful state. Rise, worshipful sir, and 
quickly enter this inner apartment. O virtuous man, it is 
proper that thou shouldst see my father and my mother/ M&r- 
kandeya continued — Thus aderessed the Brahmana went in, and 
beheld a fine beautiful mansion. It was a magnificent house 
divided in four suites of rooms, admired by gods and look- 
ing like one of their palaces ; it was also furnished with seats 
and beds, and was redolent with excellent perfumes. His revered 
parents clad in white robes, having finished their meals, were 
seated at ease. The fowler beholding them prostated himself 
before them with his head at their feet. His aged parents 
then addressed him thus, — Rise, O man of piety, rise, may 
righteousness shield thee, we are much pleased with thee 
for thy piety ; mayst thou be blessed with a long life, and with 
knowledge, high intelligence, and fulfilment of thy desires. ' 
Thou art a good and dutiful son, for, we are constantly and 
seasonably looked after by thee, and even amongst the celes- 
tials thou hast not another divinity* to worship. By constantly 
subduing thyself, thou hast become endowed with the self* ' 
restraning powers of Brahmanas and all thy grand-sires and an- 
cestors ars constantly pleased with thee for thy self-restraining* 
virtues, and for thy piety towards us. In thought, word or 
action thy attention to us never flags, and it seems that at 
present thou hast no other thought in thy mind (save as to how 
to please us). As Rama, the son of Jamadagni, laboured to 
please his aged parents, so hast thou, O son, done to please us f 
and even more. Then the fowler introduced the Brahmana to 
his parents, and they received him with the usul salutation of 
welcome, -f- and the Brahmana accepting their welcome, en- 
quired if they, with their children and servants, were all 
right at home, and if they were always enjoying good health 
at that time (of life). The aged couple replied, — ‘At home 

* Amongst Hindus, parents are, looked upon as a sort of divinity. 

To them are due the honours which are due to the Great Maker of 
all beings. 

f Swagatam is literally well-met. 
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0 Brahmana, we are all right, with all our servants. Hast 
thou, adorable Sir, reached this place without any difficulty V 
Markandeya continued, — “The Brahmana replied, — *Yes, I have 9 
then the fowler addressing himself to the Brahmana said to 
him. These my parents, worshipful Sir, are the idols, that 

1 worship, whatever is due to the gods, I do unto them. As 
the thirty three gods with Indra at their head are worshipped 
by all men, so are these aged parents of mine worshipped 
by me. As Brahmanas exert themselves for the purpose of 
procuring offerings for their gods, so do I act with diligence 
for these two (idols of mine). These my father and mother, 
O Brahmana, are my supreme gods, and I seek to please 
them always with offerings of flowers, fruits and gems. To 
me they are like the three sacred fires mentioned by the 
learned ; and O Brahmana, they seem to me to be as good as 
sacrifices, or the four Vedas . My five life-giving airs,* my wife 
and children and friends are all for them (dedicated to their 
service). And with my wife and children I always attend 
on them. O good Brahmana, with my own hands I assist 
them in bathing, and also wash their feet, and give them 
food, and I say to them only what is agreeable, leaving out 
what is unpleasant. I consider it to be my highest duty 
t Q do what is agreeable to them even though it be not 
strictly justifiable. And, O Br&hmana I am always dili- 
gent in attending on them. The two parents, the sacred fire, 
the soul and the spiritual preceptor, these five, O good Brah- 
mana are worthy of the highest reverence from a person who 
seeks prosperity. By serving them properly, one acquires 
the merit of perpetually keeping up the sacred fire. And it 
is the eternal and invariable duty of all house-holders. 

Thus ends the two hundred and fourteenth Section in the 
Markandeya-Samasya of the Vana Parva. 


* See ante, page 656. 
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( Mdrkandeya-Sam&syct Parva continued . ) 

Mfcrkandeya continued, — “The virtuous fowler, having 
introduced his (both) parents to that Br&hmana as his highest 
gurus, again spoke to him as follows, — ‘Mark thou the power 
of this virtue of mine, by which my inner spiritual vision is ex* 
tended. For this,, thou wast told by that self-restrained, truth-' 
ful lady, devoted to her husband, 'Hie thee to Mithila ; for; 
there lives a fowler who will explain to thee, the mysteries o« 
religion/ The Brahmana said, — 'O pious man so constant in^ 
fulfilling thy religions obligations, bethinking" myself of whafe 
that truthful good-natured lady so true to her husband, hath 
said, I am convinced that thou art really endowed with very 
high qualities,* The fowler replied. — I have no doubt, my 
lord, that what that lady so faithful to her husband, said to 
thee about me, was said with fulL knowledge of the facts. I 
have, O Br&hmana, explained to thee &H this as a matter of 
favour.' and now, good Sir, listen to me. I shall explain 
what is good for thee. O good Brahmana, of irreproachable 
character, thou hast wronged thy father and thy mother, for 
thou hast left home without their permission, for the purpose 
of learning the Vedas - Thou hast not acted properly in this* 
matter, for thy ascetic and aged parents have become entirely 
blind from grief at thy loss. Do thou return home to console 
them. May this virtue never forsake thee.. Thou art high 
minded, of ascetic merit, and always devoted to thy religion, 
but all these have become useless to thee.. Do thou without 
delay return to console thy parents. Do have some regard for 
my words and do not act otherwise ; I tell thee what is good for 
thee, O Brahmana Rishi ; Do thou return home this very day/ 
The Brahmana replied'*— ‘This that thou hast said, ia undoubt- 
edly true, mayst thou, O pious man, attain prosperity ; I am 
much pleased with thee/ The fowler said, — O good Brahmana 
as thou practisest with assiduousness those divine, ancient, and 
eternal virtues which are so difficult of attainment by even 
pure-minded persons, thou appearest (to me) like a divine be- 
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tuff, return to the side of thy father and mother And be quick 
and diligent in honouring thy parents ; for, I do no fc know 
if there is any virtue higher than this. The Brahmana 
replied, — ‘By a piece of singular good luck have I arrived 
here, and by a piece of similar good luck have I thus been 
associated with thee. It is very difficult to find out in our 
midst, a person who can so well expound the mysteries of 
religion ; there is scarcely one man among thousands, who is 
well-versed in the science of religion. I am very glad, O great 
man, to have secured thy friendship, mayst thou be prosperous; 
I was on the point of falling into hell, but was extricated by 
thee. It was destined to be so, for thou didst {unexpect* 
edly) come in my way. And O great man, as the fallen 
King Yayati was saved by his virtuous grandsons (daughter's 
sons), so have I now been saved by thee. According to thy 
advice, I shall honour my father and my mother ; for, a man 
with an impure heart can never expound the mysteries of sin 
and righteousness. As it is very difficult for a person born in 
the Sudra class to learn the mysteries of the eternal religion, 
I do not consider thee to be a Sudra. There must surely be 
some mystery in connection with this matter. Thou must 
have attained the Sudra’s estate by reason of the fruition of 
thine own past karma . O magnanimous man, I long to know 
the truth about this matter. Do thou tell it to me with 
attention and according to thy own inclination. 

The fowler replied, — c O good Brahmana, Brahmanas are 
worthy of all respect from me. Listen, O sinless one, to this 
story of a previous existence of mine. O son of an excellent 
Brahmana, I was formerly a Brahmana, well-read in the Vedas, 
and an accomplished student of the Vedangas . Through my 
own fault have I been degraded to my present state. A certain 
king, accomplished in the science of dhanurveda (science of 
archery) was my friend ; and from his companionship, O Br&h- 
mana, I too became skilled in archery ; and one day, the king 
in company with his ministers, and followed by his best warri- 
ors went out on a hunting expedition. He killed a largo 
number of deer, near a hermitage. I too, O good Brkh- 
mana discharged a terrible arrow, And a Rtehi was wounded 





by that arrow with its head bent out. He Fell down upon 
the ground, and screaming loudly said,-— ‘I have harmed no 
one, what sinful man has done this !’ And, my lord, taking 
him for a deer, I went up to him and saw that he was pierced 
through the body by my arrow. On account of this wicked 
deed, I was sorely grieved {in mind). And then I said to that 
rishi of severe ascetic merit, who was loudly crying, lying 
upon the ground, — ‘I have done this unwittingly, O Rishi . * 
And also said to the Muni ‘Do thou think it proper to pardon 
all this transgression/ But, O Brahmana, the Rishi , lashing 
himself into fury, said to me, — Thou shalt be born as a cruel 
fowler in the Sudra class/ ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and fifteenth Section in the 
Markandeya Samasya of the Yana Parva. 


Section CCXVI. 

(Markandeya-Samasyci Parva continued .) 

The fowler continued, — Thus cursed by that Rishi , I 
sought to propitiate him with these words, — ‘Pardon me, O 
Muni t I have done this wicked deed unwittingly. It behoves 
:hee to pardon all that. Do thou, worshipful sir, soothe 
rourself. The Rishi replied, — the curse that I have pro- 
lounced can never be falsified, this is certain. But from kind* 
less towards thee, I shall do thee a favour. Though born in 
he Sudra class, thou shalt remain a pious man, and thou shalt 
mdoubtedly honour thy parents ; and by honouring them 
hou shalt attain great spiritual perfection ; thou shalt also 
emember the events of thy past life and shalt go to heaven ; 
nd on the expiation of this curse, thou shalt again become a 
Jrahmana. O best of bipeds, thus, of old, was I cursed by 
lat Rishi of severe power, and thus was he propitiated by 
Le. Then O good Brahmana, I extricated the arrow from his 
ody, and took him into the hermitage, but he was not 
eprived of his life, (recovered). O good Brahmana I have 
ius described to thee, what happened to me of old, and also 
dw I can go to heaven here-after/ The Brahmana said, — O 
aou of great intelligence, ail men are thus subject to bappi - . 
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ness or misery, thou shouldst not therefore grieve for that. 
In obedience to the customs of thy (present) race thou hast 
pursued these wicked ways, but thou art always devoted 
to virtue and versed in the ways and mysteries of the 
world. And, O learned man, these being the duties of thy 
profession, the stain of evil karma will not attach to thee. 
And after dwelling here for some little time, thou shalt 
again become a Brahmana ; and even now, I consider thee, 
to be a Br&hmana, there is no doubt about this. For, the 
Brahmana who is vain and haughty, who is addicted to 
vices and wedded to evil and degrading practices, is like a 
Sudra. On the other hand, I consider a Sudra who is always 
adorned with these virtues, — righteousness, self-restraint, and 
truthfulness, — as a Br&hmana. A man becomes a Brahmana 
by his character, By his own evil karma a man attains 
an evil and terrible doom, O good man, I believe that sin. 
in thee has now died out. Thou must not grieve for this, for 
men like thee, who are so virtuous and learned in *he ways 
and mysteries of the world can have no cause for grief/ 

The fowler replied, — ‘The bodily afflictions should be cured 
with medicines, and the mental ones with spiritual wisdom. 
This is the power of knowledge. Knowing this, the wise should 
not behave like boys. Men of low intelligence are over 
powered with grief at the occurrence of something which ia 
not agreeable to them, or non-occurrence of something which 
is good or much-desired. Indeed all creatures are subject 
to this characteristic (of grief or happiness). It is not merely 
a single creature or class that is subject to misery. Cognisant 
of this evil, people quickly mend their ways, and if they per- 
ceive it at the very outset they succeed in curing it altogether. 
Whoever grieves for it, only makes himself uneasy. Those 
wise men whose knowledge has made them happy and content- 
ed, and who are indifferent to happiness and misery alike, are 
really happy. The wise are always contented and the foolish, 
always discontented. There is no end to discontent, and con- 
tentment is the highest happiness. People who have reached 
the perfect way, do not grieve, th ey are always conscious of 
the final destiny of all creatures, One must not give way to 



BfAHABHARATA* 


discontent,* for ifc is like a virulent poison* I 
of undeveloped intelligence, just as a child is ki 
raged snake. That man has no manliness whose 
left him, and who is over-powered with perph 
occasion for the exercise of vigour presents itsel 
are surely followed by their consequences* Wl 
gives himself up to passive indifference (to worldly affairs) 
accomplishes no good. Instead of murmering one must try 
to find out the way by which he can secure exemption from 
(spiritual) misery ; and the means of salvation found, he must 
then free himself from sensuality. The man who has attained 
a high state of spiritual knowledge is always conscious of 
the great deficiency (instablity) of all matter* Such a person 
keeping in view the final doom (of all), never grieves. I too, O 
learned man, do not grieve; I stay here (in this life) biding mv 
time. For this reason, O best of men, I am not perplexed 
doubts).’ The Brahmana said, — ‘Thou art wise and hign in 
spiritual knowledge and vast is thy intelligence. Thou who 
art versed in holy writ, art content with thy spiritual wisdom, 
I have no cause to find fault with thee. Adieu, O best of 
pious men, maysfc thou be prosperous, and may righteousness 
shield thee, and mayst thou be assiduous in the practice,,*®" 
virtue J” 

Markandeya continued, — “ The fowler said to hin^ \fcte it 
*o*’ And the good Brahmana walked round him-f- and then 
leparted. And the Brahmana returning home was duly 
assiduous in his attention to his old parents. I have thus, 
) pious Yudhishthira, narrated in detail to thee this history 
till of moral instruction, which thou, my good son, didst ask 
le to recite,— the virtue of women’s devotion to their 
usbands, and that of filial piety. Yudhishthira replied, — ‘O 
tost pious Brahmana and best of Munis , thou hast related to 
ie this good and wonderful moral story; and listening to thee. 


* Viskada in the original. It means discontent. But here it means 
>re a mixture of discontent perplexity and confusion than mere dis* 
itent. 

t A form of Hindu etiquette at parting. 
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0 learned man, my time has glided away like a riiofflenfc; but, 
O adorable sir, I am not as yet satiated with hearing this 
moral* discourse. 

Thus ends the two hundred and sixteenth Section in the 
Markandeya-Samasyi of the Yana Parra. 


Section CCXYIL 

( Markandeya-Samdsya Parva continued . ) 

Vaigampayana continued, — The virtuous king Yudhish- 
thira having listened to this excellent religious discourse, 
again addressed himself to the Rishi Markandeya saying, — 
‘Why did the fire-god hide himself in water in olden times, 
and why did Angiras, of great splendour, officiating as fire-god, 
use to convey-f- oblations during his dissolution. There is but 
one fire, but according to the nature of its action, it is seen to 
•divide itself into many. O worshipful sir, I long to be enlight- 
ened on all these points, — how the Kumara J was born, how 
he came to be known as the son of Agni (the fire-god)' and how 
he was begotten by Rudra of Gangs and Krifctika ; O noble 
scion of Rhrigu s race, I desire to learn all this accurately as 
it happened. O great Muni , I am filled with great curiosity* 
Markandeya replied, — Tn this connection, this old story is cited 
by the learned, as to how the carrier of oblations (the fire-god) 
in a fit of rage, sought the waters of the sea inorder to per- 
form a penance, and how the adorable Angira transforming 
himself into the fire-god, .destroyed darkness and distressed 
the world with his scorching rays. In olden times* O long 
armed hero, the great Angira performed a wonderful penance^ 
in his hermitage, he even excelled the fire-god, the carrier 

* It is so very difficult to translate the word dharma , religion and 
morals were invar’ Toly associated with each other in ancient Hindu 
mind. / 

t Angi or fire was supposed to convey the oblations offered by men 
to the Gods. 
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of oblations, in splendour and in that state he illumined the 
whole universe. At that time the fire-god was also perform- 
ing a penance and was greatly distressed by his (Angira’s 
effulgence. He was greatly depressed, but did not know what 
to do. Then that adorable god thought within himself, 
‘Brahma has created another fire-god for this universe. As I 
have been practising austerities, my services as the presiding 
deity of fire have been dispensed with ; and then he considered 
how he could reestablish himself as the god of fire. He be- 
held the great Muni giving heat to the whole universe like 
fire, and approached him slowly with fear. But Angira said to 
him, — ‘Do thou quickly re-establish yourself as the fire 
animating the universe, thou art well-known in the three 
stable worlds, and thou wast first created by Brahma to dispel 
darkness. Do thou, O destroyer of darkness, quickly occupy 
thine own proper place.’ Agni replied, — 'My reputation has 
been injured now in this world, and thou art become the fire- 
god, and people will know thee, and not me, as fire. I have relin- 
quished my god-hood of fire, do thou become the primeval fire 
and I shall officiate as the second or prajapatyaka fire’ Angira 
replied, — “Do thou become the fire-god and the destroyer of 
darkness and do thou attend to thy sacred duty of clearing the 
people’s way to heaven,* and do thou, 0 lord, make me speedily 
thy first child,’ M&rkandeya continued, — Hearing these words 
of Angira, the fire-god did as desired, and, O king, Angira 
bad a son named YrihaspatL Knowing him to be the first son 
of Angira by Agni, the gods, O Bharata, came and enquired 
about the mystery. And thus asked by the gods he then, 
enlightened them and the gods then accepted the explanation *f* 
of Angiras. Xn this connection, I shall describe to thee vari- 
ous sorts of fire of great refulgence, which are here variously 
known in the Brdhmanaa } by their respective uses. 

* By carrying their oblations to the Gods. 

t The Maharaja of Bordwan translates it thus : — The Gods then 
j I.,. _ n f Ancrira that his son might become their guru 
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Tims ends the two hundred and seventeenth Section in the 
Markandeya-SamasyS. of the Yana Parva. 


Section OOXVIIL 

( Markandeya-Samasya Parva continued . ) 

M&rkandeya continued, — O ornament of Kuru’s race, he 
(Angira) who was the third son of Brahma had a wife of the 
name of Subha. Do thou hear of the children he had by hen 
His son Vrihaspati, O king was very famous, large-hearted 
and of great bodily vigour, his genius and learning were pro- 
found, and he had a great reputation as a councillor. Bhanu- 
mati was his first-born daughter. She was the most beau- 
tiful of all his children. Angira’s second daughter was called 
Raga, she was so named because she was the object of all 
creature’s love.* Siniwali was the third daughter o £ Angira. 
Her body was of such slender make, that she was visible 
at one time and invisible at another ; and for this reason 
she was likened to Rudra’s daughter. Archismati was his 
fourth daugher, she was so named from her great refulgence. 
And his fifth daughter was called Havismati, so named from 
her accepting Havis or oblations. The sixth daughter of 
Angiras was called Mahismati the pious. O keen-witted being, 
the seventh daughter of Angira is known by the name of 
Mahamati, she is always present at sacrifices of great splen 
dour, and that worshipful daughter of Angira, whom they call 
unrivalled, and without portion’ and about whom people utter 
ihe words kuhu kuhu in wonder, is known by the name of 
Kuhu. 

Thus ends the two hundred and eighteenth Section in the. 
Markandeya-Samasya of the Yana Parva. 

Section CCXIX. 

( Markandeya-SamasycL Parva continued . ) 

Markandeya continued, — Yrihaspati had a wife (called 
belonging to the lunar world. By her, he had six sons 



670 


MAHABHARATA. 


partaking of the energy of Ore, and one daughter. The fire in 
whose honour oblations of clarified butter are offered at the 
Paurnamasa and other sacrifices, was a son of Vrihaspati 
called Sanju ; he was of great ascetic merit. At the chatur- 
masya (four-monthly) and aswamedhd (horse) sacrifices, 
animals are offered first in his honour, and this powerful fire 
is, indicated by numerous flames. Sanju’s wife was called 
Satya, she was of matchless beauty, and she sprang from 
dharma (righteousness) for the sake of truth. The blazing fire 
was his son, and he had three daughters of great religious merit. 
The fire which is honored with the first oblations at sacrifices is 
his first son called Bharadwaja. The seeond son of Sanju is 
called Bharata in whose honour oblations of clarified butter 
are offered with the sacrifical ladle (called SruJc) at all the full 
moon (paumamasya) sacrifices. Besides these, there are three 
daughters of whom Bharata is the senior. He had a son 
named Bharata and a daughter called Bharati. The Bharata 
fire is the son of the Prajapati Bharata Agni (fire). And, O 
ornament of Bharata’s race, because he is greatly honoured, 
he is also called ‘the great/ Vira is Bharadwaja's wife, she 
gave birth to Vira. It is said by the Brahroanas that he is 
worshipped like Soma (with the same hymns) with offerings 
of clarified butter. He is joined with Soma in the secondary 
oblation of clarified butter and is also called Rathaprabhu 
Rathadhwana and Kumbhareta. He begat a son named 
Siddhi by his wife Sarayu, and enveloped the sun with his 
splendour ; and from being the presiding genius of the fire 
sacrifice he is ever mentioned in the hymns in praise of fire. 
Ind the fire nischyabana praises the earth only, he never 
uffers in reputation splendour and prosperity. The sinless 
re Satya blazing with pure flame is his son. He is free 
om all taint and is not defiled by sin, and is the regulator 
’ time. That fire has another name Nishkriti, because he 
complishes the Nishkriti (relief) of all blatant creatures here, 
hen properly worshipped he vouchsafes good fortune. His 
a is called Swana , who is the generator of all diseases, he 
licts severe sufferings on people for which they cry aloud, 
d moves in the intelligence of the whole universe And the 
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^her fire (Vrihaspati's third son) is called Viswajit by men 
-v spiritual wisdom ; The fire which is known as the internal 
v by which the food of all creatures is digested, is (tho 
« on of Yrihaspati) known through all the worlds, O 
Bn*^ ^ / the name of Yiswabhuk. He is self- restrained, 
off j religions merit, and is a Brahmacharin, and he is wor- 
shipped by Brahmanas at the paka-sacrifices. The sacred river 
Gomati was his wife and by him all religious-minded men per- 
form their rites. And that terrible water-drinking sea-fire called 
Vadava (is the fifth son of Vrihaspati). This Brahmic fire 
has a tendency to move upwards and hence it is called Urdha- 
bhag, and is seated in the vital air called prana. The sixth 
son is called the great Swishtakrit ; for by him oblations be- 
come swishta (su excellently, and ishta, offered) and the udag - 
dhara oblation is always made in his honour. And when all 
creatures are calmed the fire called Manyauti becomes filled 
with fury. This inexorably terrible and highly irascible fire 
is the daughter of Yrihaspati, and is known as Swaha end is 
present in all matter. (By the respective influences of the three 
qualities of swata, rajas and tamas swaha had three sons,)* 
by the first she had a son who was equalled by none in heaven 
in personal beauty, and from this fact he was surnamed by 
the gods as thef kama-fire. (By reason of the second) 
she had a son called the Amogha or invincible fire, the des- 
troyer of his enemies in battle. Assured of success he curbs 
his anger and is armed with a bow and seated on a chariot 
and adorned with wreaths of flowers, (from the action of the 
third quality she had a son) the great Uktha (the means of 
salvation) praised by (a kin to) three Ukthas J He is the ori- 

* The portions within brackets are not in the original. They are 
necessary to explain what follows. I have only followed the commen- 
tator and other translators, in supplying the ellipses paranthetically. 

f Kama is a name of the god love Indian Cupid. 

J The body the exciting cause of our actions is an uktha , the soul 
the vivifier of the body is the second uktha , aud the Supreme Spirit the 
inciter of the soul is the_third uktha. 
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ginator of the great word $ and is therefore known as ti 
Samaswasa or the means of rest (salvation). 

Thus ends the two hundred and nineteenth Section in t 
M&rkandeya-Samasya of the Yana Parva. 


Section OCXX. 

( Mdrkandeya-Samasya Parva continued . ) 

Markandeya continued, — He (Uktha) performed a severe 
penance lasting for many years, witn the view of heaving a 
pious son equal unto Brahma in reputation. And when the 
invocation was made with the vyahriti hymns and with the aid 
of the five sacred fires, — Kasyapa, Vasishta, Prana the son of 
Prana, Chyabana the son of Angira, and Suvarchaka. — there 
arose a very bright energy (force) full of the animating 
(creative) principle, and of five different colours. Its head 
was of the colour of 'the blazing fire, its arms were bright 
like the sun, and its skin and eyes were golden-coloured and 
its feet, O Bharata were black. Its five colours were given 
to it by those five men by reason of their great penance. 
This celestial being is therefore described as appertaining 
to five men, and he is the progenitor of five tribes. 
After having performed a penance for ten thousand 
years, that being of great ascetic merit, produced the 
terrible fire appertaining to the pitris (manes of ancestors) 
inorder to begin the work of creation, and from his head 
and mouth respectively he created Vrihat and Rathantara 
( day and night ) who quickly steal away ( life &c. ) He 
also created Siva from his navel, Indra from his might 
and wind and fire from his soul, and from his two arms 
sprang the hymns Udatta and Anudatta . He also produced 
the mind, and the five senses, and other creatures. Having 
created these, he produced the five sons of the Pitris . Of 
these Pranidhi was the son of Vrihadratha, Vrihadhatha the 


* The Word of God. 
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son of Kasyapa. Bbanu was the good son of Chyavana, Saurava 
the son of Suvarchaka and Anudatta the son of Prana, 
These twentyfive beings are reputed (to have been created 
by him). Tapa also created fifteen other gods who obstruct 
sacrifices.* — They are Subhima, Bhima, Atibhima, Bhimavala 
and Avala ; Sumitra, Mitravan, Mitrajna, Mitravardhana and 
Mitradharman,-f- and Sura-pravira, Yira, Suve9a, Suravarchaa 
and Surahantri. These gods are divided into three classes of 
five each. Located here in this. world, they destroy the sacri- 
fices of the gods in heaven ; they frustrate their objects and 
spoil their oblations of clarified butter. They do this only to 
spite the sacred fires carrying oblations to the gods. If the 
officiating priests are careful, they place the oblations in their 
honour outside of the sacrificial altar. To that particular 
place where the sacred fire may be placed, they cannot go. 
They carry the oblations of their votaries by means of wings. 
When appeased by hymns, they do not frustrate the sacri- 
ficial rites. Yrihaduktha, another son of Tapa, belongs to 
the Earth. He is worshipped here in this world by pious 
men performing Agnihotra sacrifices. Of the son of Tapa who 
is known as Rathantara, it is said by officiating priests that 
the sacrificial oblation offered in his honour is offered to Mitra- 
vinda. The celebrated Tapa was thus very happy with his 
sons. 

Thus ends the two hundred and twentieth Section in the 
Markandeya-Samasya of the Yana Parva. 


* In Hindu Mythology there are no gods who destroy sacrifices. It 
is only the Asuras who do so. 

The Burdwan translator renders this passage, — “Fifteen other gods 
belonging to western nations or Amras” It is noticeable that the 
beings that were denounced as Amras by the Hindus were worshipped 
as gods (Asuras) by the followers of Zaratustra (Zaroaster). 

t In connections with the names of these Mitra-gods it is to be 
remembered that Mitra was the name of the principal god of the an- 
cient Persians. 
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(the third sob of Bh&mt) catted Augira or Dhritimln. And 
the fire to whom with Iridra, the Agrayana oblation is 
enjoined to be made is called the Agrayana fire. He is the 
(fourth) son of Bhanu* The fifth son of Bhanu is Agraha 
who is the source of the oblations which are daily made for 
the performance of the Okaturmasya (four-monthly) rites* 
And Stuva is the sixth son of Bh&uu, Ni$& was the name 
of another wife of that Manu who is known by the name 
of Bhanu. She gave birth to one daughter, the two Agni- 
Sbomas, and also five other fire-gods. Tbe resplendent fire- 
god who is honoured with the first oblations in company with 
the presiding deity of the clouds is called Vaigw&nara. And 
that other fire who is called the lord of all the worlds is Viswa- 
pati — the second son of Manu. And tbe daughter of Manu is 
called Swistakrit, because by oblations unto her one acquires 
great merit. Though she was tbe daughter of Hiranyaka^pu, 
she yet became his wife for her evil deeds. She, is however, 
one of the Prajapatis. And that other fire which has its 
seat in the vital airs of all creatures, and animates their 
bodies, is called Sannihita. It is the cause of our percep- 
tions of sound and form. That divine spirit whose course 
is marked by black and white stains, who is the supporter 
of fire, and who though free from sin is the accompli§yher 
of tainted karma, whom the wise regard as a great JRishi , is 
the fire Kapila — the propounder of the Toga systeem called 
Sankhya. The fire through whom the elementary spirits 
always receive the offerings called Agra made by other 
creatures at the performance of ail the peculiar rites in 
this world is called Agrani. And these other bright fires 
famous in the world, were created for the rectification of 
the Agnihotra rites when marred by any defects. If the 
fires interlap each other by the action of the wind, then 
the rectification roust be made with the Ashtakapala rites 
in honour of the fire Suchi, And if the southern fire comes 
in contact with the two other fires, then rectification must 
be made by the performance of the Ashtakapala rites in 
honour of the fire Viti. If the fires in their place called 
Nibe^a come in contact with the fire called Dabagni, then 
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the Ashtakapala rites must be performed in honour of the 
fire Suchi for rectification And if the perpetual fire is 
touched by a woman in her monthly course, then for recti- 
fication the Ashtakapala rites must be performed in honour 
of the fire called Dasyuman. If at the time of the perfd*- x 
mance of the Agnihotra rites the death of any creature is 
spoken of, or if animals die, then rectification must be made 
with the performance of the Ashtakapala rites in honour 
of the Suraman fire. The Brahmana, who while suffering 
from a disease, is unable to offer oblations to the sacred 
fire for three nights, must make amends for the same by 
performing the Ashtakapala rites in honour of the northern 
fire. He who has performed the Darga and the Paurna- 
wiasa rites must make the rectification with the perfor- 
mance of the Ashtakapala rites in honour of the Patikrit 
fire. If the fire of a lying-in room comes in contact with 
the perpetual sacred fire, then rectification must be made with 
the performance of the Ashtakapala rites in honour of the 
Agniman fire. 

Thus ends the two hundred and twenty-first Section in the 
Markandeya Samasya of the Vana Parva. 

Section COXXII. 

(Markandeya-Samasya Parva continued .) 

Markandeya continued.— ‘MuditS,, the favorite wife of the 
fire Saha, used to live in water. And Saha who was the 
regent of the earth and sky begat in that wife of his a highly 
sacred fire called Advuta. There is a tradition amongst learn- 
ed Brahmanas that this fire is the ruler and inner soul 
of all creatures. He is worshipful, resplendent and the lord 
of all the great Bhutas here. And that fire, under the name 
of Grihapati, is ever worshipped at all sacrifices and con- 
veys all the oblations that are made in this world. That 
great son of Saha— the great Adbhuta fire — is the soul of 
the waters and the prince and regent of the sky and 
the lord of evervthinp 1 great. His (son) the Bharata fire con- 
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known as Niyata at the performance of the Agnishtoma sacri- 
fice. That powerful prime fire (Saha) is always missed by the 
gods, because when he sees Niyata approaching him he hides 
himself in the sea from fear (of contamination). Searching for 
him in every direction, the gods could not (once) find him out; 
and on beholding Atharvan the fire said to him, — 0 valiant 
being, do thou carry the oblations for the gods ! I am disabled 
from want of strength. Attaining the state of the red-eyed 
fire, do thou condescend to do me this favour ! — Having 
thus advised Atharvan, the fire went away to some other place. 
But his place of concealment was divulged by the finny tribe. 
Upon them the fire denounced this curse in anger, — You 
shall be the food of all creatures in various ways. — And then 
that carrier of oblations spoke unto Atharvan (as before). 
Though entreated by the gods, he did not agree to continue 
carrying their oblations. He then became insensible and 
instantly gave up the ghost.* And leaving h^s material 
body, he entered into the bowels of the Earth. Coming into 
contact with the Earth, he created the different metals. Force 
and scent arose from his puss; the Deodar pine from hie 
bones ; glass from his phlegm ; the Marakata jewel from his 
bile ; and the black iron from his liver. And all the world 
has been embellished with these three substances (wood, stone 
and iron). The clouds were made from his nails, and corals 
from his veins. And, O king, various other metals were 
produced from his body. Thus leaving his material body, 
he remained absorbed in (spiritual) meditation. He was 
roused by the penance of Bhrigu and Angira. The powerful 
fire thus gratified with penance, blazed forth intensely. 
But on beholding the Rishi (Atharvan), he again sought his 
Eatery refuge. At this extinction of the fire, the whole 
world was frightened, and sought the protection of Atharvan, 
and the gods and others began to worship him. Atharvan rum- 
maged the whole sea in the presence of all those beings eager 
with expectation, and finding out the fire, himself began the 
work of creation. Thus in olden times the fire was destroyed 


* Body, in the original. 
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and called back to life by the adorable Atharvan. Bat now 
he invariably carries the oblations of all creatures. Living 
in the sea and travelling about various countries, he pro* 
duced the various fires mentioned in the Vedas, 

The river Indus, the five rivers (of the Panjab), the Sone, the 
Devika, the Saraswati.the Gangs, the Satakumbba, the Sarayu, 
the Gandaki, the Charmanvati, the Mahi, the Madhyi, the 
Medhatithi, the three rivers Tamravati, the Vetravati, and 
the Kausiki ; the Tamasa, the Narmada, the Godavari, the 
Veonfi, the Upavenna, the Bhima, the VadawSL, the Bharati, 
the Suprayoga, the Kaveri, the Murmura, the Tungavenna, 
the Krishnavenna, and the Kapila, these rivers, O Bharata, 
are stud to be the mothers of the fires ! The fire called 
Adbhuta had a wife of the name of Priyi, and Vibhu was 
the eldest of his sons by her. There are as many differ* 
ent kinds of Soma-sacrifices as the number of fires mention* 
ed before. All this race of fires, first born of the spirit of 
Brahma, sprang also from the race of Atri. Atri in his own 
mind conceived these sons, desirous of extending the creation. 
By this act, the fires came out of his own Brahmic frame. I 
have thus narrated to thee the history of the origin of 
these fires. They are great, resplendent, and unrivalled in 
power, and they are the destroyers of darkness. Know that 
the powers of these fires are the same as those of the Adbhuta 
fire as related in the Vedas ! For all these fires are one and 
the same. This adorable being, — the first-born fire, — must be 
considered as one. For like the Yotislitoma sacrifice he 
oame out of Angira’s body in various forms. I have thus 
described to thee the history of the great race of Angi (fires) 
who when duly worshipped with the various hymns, carry 
the oblations of all creatures to the gods 1 

Thus ends the two hundred and twenty-second Section in 
the MarkandeyarSamasya of the Vana Parva. 



Section COXXIII. 

( Markandeya-SamcUyS Parva continued. ) 

Mirkandeya continued, — O sinless scion of Kura’s race, I 
have described to thee the various branches of the race of 
Agni ! Listen now to the story of the birth of the intelligent 
Kartikeya ! I shall tell thee of that wonderful and famous 
and highly energetic son of the Adbhuta fire begotten of 
the wives of the Brahmarshia ! In ancient times the gods 
and Amras were very active in destroying one other. And 
the terrible A suras always succeeded in defeating the gods. 
And Purandara, (Indra) beholding the great slaughter of his 
armies by them and anxious to find out a leader for the 
celestial host, thought within himself, — I must find out a 
mighty person who observing the ranks of the celestial army 
shattered by the Danavas will be ablfeto reorganise it with 
vigour.-— He then repaired to the Manasa mountains and was 
there deeply absorbed in thoughts of that nature, when he 
heard the heart-rending cries of a woman to the effect— 
May some one come quick and rescue me, and either indicate 
a husband for me, or be my husband himself ! — Purandara 
said to her, — Do not be afraid, lady ! — And having said these 
words, he saw Ke<jin (an Amra) adorned with a crown 
and maoe in hand, standing even like a hill of metals at a 
distance and holding that lady by the hand. Vasava addressed 
then that Amra, saying, — Why art thou bent on behaving 
insolently to this lady ? Know that I am the god who wields 
the thunderbolt ! Refrain thou from doing any violence to 
this lady ! — To him Kecjin replied, — Do thou, 0 Sakra, leave 
her alone ! I desire to possess her. Thinkest thou, O slayer 
of Paka, that thou shalt be able to return home with thy 
life ? — With these words Ke<pn hurled his mace for slaying 
Indra. Vasava cut it up in its course with his thunder-bolt. 
Then Kegin, furious with rage, hurled a huge mass of rock at 
him. Beholding that, he of a hundred sacrifices rent it a- 
sunder with his thunder-bolt, and it fell down upon the ground. 
And Ke$in himself was wounded by that falling mass of rock. 
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Thus sorely afflicted, he fled leaving the lady behind. And 
when the Asura was gone, Indra said to that lady, — Who and 
whose wife art thou, O lady with a beautiful face, and what 
has brought thee here ? — 

Thus ends the two hundred and twentythird Section in the 
Markandeya-Samasya of the Yana Parva. 


Section CCXXIV. 

(Markandeya-Samasya Parva continued.) 

The lady replied, — I am a daughter of Prajapati (the lord 
of all creatures, Brahma) and my name is Devasena. My sister 
Daityasena has ere this been ravished by Ke9in. We two 
sisters with our maids habitually used to come to these Mariasa 
mountains for pleasures with the permission of Prajapati. 
And the great Asura Ke9in used daily to pay his court 
to us. Daityasena, O conqueror of Paka,* listened to him, 
but I did not. Daityasena was, therefore, taken away by him, 
but, O illustrious one, thou hast rescued me with thy might ! 
And now, O Lord of the celestials, I desire that thou 
shouldst select an invincible husband for me ! — To this Indra 
replied. — Thou art a cousin of mine, thy mother being a 
sister of my mother Dakshayani, and now I desire to hear 
thee relate thine own prowess ! The lady replied, — O hero 
with long arms, I am Avalct (weak) but my husband must be 
powerful. And by the potency of my father’s boon, he will 
be respected by gods and A suras alike. Indra said, — O 
blameless creature, I wish to hear from thee, what sort of 
power thou wishest thy husband to possess ! — The lady re- 
plied, — That manly and famous and powerful being dovot- 
ed to Brahma, who is able to conquer all the celestials, 
Asuras, Yakshas, Kinnaras , Uragas , Rakshasas and the evil-* 
minded Daityas and to subdue all the worlds with thee, 
shall be my husband. — 

Markandeya continued, — On hearing her speech, Indra 


* Avald is a common name for women. It means one who has no 
pala, or stiength or power. The word is also used as an adjective. 
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was grieved and deeply thought within himself, — There is 
no husband for this lady, answering to her own description.— 
And that god adorned with Sun-like effulgence, then per- 
ceived the Sun rising on the Udaya hill,* and the great Soma 
(Moon) gliding into the Sun. It being the time of the new 
Moon, he of a hundred sarifices, at that Raudraf moment, ob- 
served the gods and Aswras fighting on the Sunrise hill. And 
he saw that the morning twilight was tinged with red clouds. 
And he also saw that the abode of Varuna had become blood- 
red. And he also observed Agni conveying oblations offered 
with various hymns by Bhrigu, Angira and others, and enter- 
ing the disc of the Sun. And he further saw the twenty four 
Parvans adoring the Sun, and the terrible Soma also present 
in the Sun under such surroundings. And observing this union 
of the Sun and the Moon and that fearful conjunction of 
theirs, Sakra thought within himself, — This terrific conjunc- 
tion of the San and the Moon forebodeth a fearful battle on 
the morrow. And the river Sindhu (Indus) tools flowing 
with a current of fresh blood, and the jackals with fiery 
faces are crying to the Sun. This great conjunction is fearful 
and full of energy. This union of the Moon (Soma) with the 
Sun and Agni is very wonderful. And if Soma giveth birth 
to a son now, that son may become the husband of this lady. 
And Agni also hath similar surroundings now, and he too ia 
a god. If he too begetteth a son, that son may become the 
husband of this lady. — With these thoughts that illustrious 
celestial repaired to the regions of Brahma, taking Devasena J 
with him. And saluting the Grandsire he said unto him,—- 
Do thou appoint a renowned warrior as husband of this lady, 
— Brahma replied, — 0 slayer of Asuras, it shall be as thou 
hast intended ! The issue of that union will be mighty and 


* According to the Hindus, the Sun rises from and sets behind two 
hills respectively. He rises from the Udaya or Sun-rise hill and seta 
behind the Asta or Sun-set hill. 

t Raudra — belonging to Rudra the god of fury, violence, war, &c. 
t Devd&end literally means the celestial army. This fable seems to 
be an allegorical representation of the attempts made by Indra to pro* 
cure a leader for the celestial host, 
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powerful accordingly. That powerful being will be the bus* 
band of this lady and the joint leader of thy forces with 
thee ! — Thus addressed, the lord of the celestials and the lady 
bowed unto him and then repaired to the place where those 
great Brahmanas, the powerful celestial 22 ie&is—V agishta and 
others, lived. And with Indra at their head, the other gods 
also, desirous of drinking the Soma beverage, repaired to the 
sacrifices of those Rishis to receive their respective shares 
of the offerings. Having duly performed the ceremonies 
with the bright blazing fire, those great-minded persons offered 
oblations to the celestials. And the AdbTputa fire, that carrier 
of oblations, was invited with mantras . And coming out of 
the Solar disc, that lordly fire duly repaired thither, res- 
training speech. And, O chief of Bharata’s race, that fire 
entering the sacrificial fire that had been ignited and unto 
which various offerings were made by the Rishis with recitations 
of hymns, took them with him and made them over to the 
dwellers of Heaven. And while returning from that place, 
he. observed the wives of those high-souled Rishia sleeping 
at their ease on their respective beds. And those ladies had 
a complexion beautiful like that of an altar of gold, spotless 
like moon-beams, resembling fiery flames, and looking liko 
blazing stars. And seeing those wives of the illustrious Br&h- 
manas with eager eyes, his mind became agitated and he was 
smitten with their charms. Restraining his heart he con- 
sidered it improper for him to be thus agitated. And he 
said unto himself,- —The wives of these great Brahmanas are 
chaste and faithful and beyond the reach of other people’s 
desires. I am filled with a desire to possess them. I cannot 
lawfully cast my eyes upon them nor ever touch them when 
they are not filled with desire. I shall, therefore, gratify 
myself daily with only looking at them by becoming their 
Odrhapatya (house-hold) fire.— 

Markandeya continued, — The Adbhnta fire, thus trans- 
forming himself into a house-hold one, was highly gratified 
with seeing those gold-complexioned ladies and touching 
them with his flames. And influenced by their charms he 
dwelt there for a long time giving them his heart and 
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filled with an intense love for them. And baffled in all 
his efforts to win the hearts of those Brahmana ladies* 
and his own heart tortured by love, he repaired to a forest 
with the certain object of destroying himself. A littlewhile 
before, SwRhR, the daughter of Daksha, had bestowed her 
love on him. That excellent lady had been endeavouring fot 
a long time to detect his weak moments; but that blame* 
less lady did not succeed in finding out any weakness in the 
calm and collected fire-god. But now that the god had be- 
taken himself to a forest, actually tortured by the pangs of 
love, she thought within herself, — As I too am distressed 
with love, I shall assume the guise of the wives of the 
seven Riskis, and in that disguise I shall seek the fire-god 
so smitten with their charms. This done, he will be gratified 
and my desire too will be satisfied, — 

Thus ends the two hundred and twenty-fourth Section in 
the M&rkandeya-Samasya of the Vana Parva, 

Section CCXXV. 

( Markandeya-Samcteya Parva continued . ) 

Markandeya continued, — O lord of men, the beautiful 
Siva endowed with great virtues and an unspotted character 
was the wife of Angira (one of the seven Rishis). That 
excellent lady (Swaha), at first assuming the disguise of Sivfi, 
sought the presence of Agni unto whom she said, — O Agni, 
I am tortured with love for thee ! Do thou think it fit 
to woo me ! And if thou dost not accede to my request, 
know that I shall commit self-destruction. I am Sivft the 
wife of Angira. I have come here according to the ad- 
vice of the wives of the other Rishis, who have sent me here 
after due deliberation. — 

Agni replied, — How didst thou know that I was tortured 
with love and how could the others — the beloved wives of the 

seven Rishis , of whom thou hast spoken, know this ? 

Sw&ha replied, — Thou art always a favourite with us, but 
we are afraid of thee. Now having read thy mind by well- 
known signs, they have sent me to thy presence. I have come 
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htfe to gratify my desire. Be thou quick, O Agni, to encom* 
pass the object of thy desire. My sisters-in-law are awaiting 
me, I must return soon.— 

Markandeya continued, — Then Agni, filled with great joy 
and delight, married (Swaha in the guise of) Siva, and 
that lady joyfully cohabiting with him, held the semen 
virile in her hands. And then she thought within herself 
that those who would observe her in that disguise in the 
forest, would cast an unmerited slur upon the conduct of 
those Brahmana ladies in connection with Agni. Therefore, 
to prevent this, she should assume the disguise of a bird, 
and in that state the more easily get out of the forest. 

Markandeya continued, — Then assuming the disguise of 
a winged creature, she went out of the forest and reached 
the White mountain begirt with clumps of heath and other 
plants and trees, and guarded by seven-headed strange ser- 
pents with poison in their very looks, and abounding with 
Rakshasas, male and female, Pi^achas, terrible spirits, and 
various kinds of birds and animals. That excellent lady quick- 
ly ascending a peak of those mountains, threw that semen 
into a golden lake. And then assuming successively the forms 
of the wives of the high-souled seven Rishis , she continued 
to dally with Agni. But on account of the great ascetic 
merit of Arundhati and her devotion to her husband (Vacjis- 
ta), she was unable to assume her form. And, O chief of 
Kuru’s race, the lady Swaha on the first lunar day threw 
six times into that lake the semen of Agni. And thrown 
there, it produced a male child endowed with great power. 
And from the fact of its being regarded by the Rishis as cast 
off, the child born therefrom came to be called by the name 
of Skanda. And the child had six faces, twelve ears, as 
many eyes, hands, and feet, one neck and one stomach. And 
it first assumed a form on the second lunar day, and it grew 
to the size of a little child on the third. And the limbs 
of Guha were developed on the fourth day. And* being 
surrounded by masses of red clouds flashing forth lightning, 
it shone like the Sun rising in the midst of a mass of red 
clouds. And seizing the terrific and immense how which was 
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used by the destroyer of the Aaura Tripura for the destruc- 
tion of the enemies of the gods, that mighty being uttered 
such a terrible roar that the three worlds with their mobile 
and immobile divisions became struck with awe. And hearing 
that sound which seemed like the rumbling of masses of 
big clouds, the great Ndgas Ohitra and Airavata were shaken 
with fear. And seeing them unsteady, that lad shining with 
Sun-like refulgence held them with both his hands. And 
with a dart in (another) hand, and with a stout, red-crested, 
big cock fast secured in another, that long-armed son of 
Agni began to sport about making a terrible noise. And hold- 
ing an excellent conch-shell with two of his hands, that 
mighty being began to blow it to the great terror of even 
the most powerful creatures. And striking the air with two 
of his hands, and playing about on the hill-top, the mighty 
Mahasena of unrivalled prowess, looked as if he were on 
the point of devouring the three worlds, and shone like 
the bright Sun-god at the moment of his ascension in the 
heavens. And that being of wonderful prowess and match- 
less strength, seated on the top of that hill, looked on 
with his numerous faces directed towards the different 
cardinal points, and observing various things, he repeated his 
loud roars. And on hearing those roars various creatures 
were prostrate with fear. And frightened and troubled in 
mind, they sought his protection. And all those persons of 
various orders who then sought the protection of that god 
are known as his powerful Br^hmana followers. And rising 
from his seat, that mighty god allayed the fears of all those 
people, and then drawing his bow, he discharged his arrows 
in the direction of the White mountain. And with those 
arrows the hill Krauncha, the son of Himavat, was rent as- 
under. And that is the reason why swans and vultures now 
migrate to the Sumeru mountains. The Krauncha hill, sorely 
wounded, fell down uttering fearful groans. And seeing him 
fallen, the other hills too began to scream. And that mighty 
being of unrivalled prowess, hearing the groans of the afflict- 
ed, was not at all moved, but himself uplifting his mace, 
yelled forth his war-whoop. And that high-souled being then 
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hurled his 'mace of great lustre and quickly rent in twain one 
<tf the peaks of the White mountain. And the White mountain 
being thus pierced by him, was greatly afraid of him and 
dissociating himself from the Earth fled with the other moun- 
tains. And the Earth was greatly afflicted and bereft of her 
ornaments on all sides. And in this distress, she went over 
to Skanda and once more shone with all her might. And 
the mountains too bowed down to Skanda and came back and 
stuck into the earth. And all creatures then celebrated the 
Worship of Skanda on the fifth day of the lunar month. 

Thus ends the two hundred and twenty-fifth Section in the 
M2rkandeya-Sam&sya of the Yana Parva. 


Section CCXXYI. 

( Mdrkandeya-Samcisya Parva continued . ) 

Markandeya continued, — When that powerful, high-souled, 
and mighty being was born, various kinds of fearful pheno- 
mena occurred. And the nature of males and females, of heat 
and cold, and of such other pairs of contraries, was reversed. 
And the planets, the cardinal points, and the firmament be- 
came radiant with light and the Earth began to rumble very 
much. And the Rishis even, seeking the welfare of the world, 
while they observed all these terrific prodigies on all sides, 
began with anxious hearts to restore tranquillity in the uni- 
verse. And those who used to live in that Chaitra-ratha forest, 
said, — This very miserable condition of ours hath been brought 
about by Agni cohabiting with the six wives of the seven 
Rishis . — Others again who had seen the goddess assume the 
disguise of a bird, said, — This evil hath been brought about by 
a bird. — No one ever imagined that Sw&ha was the authoress 
of that mischief. But having heard that the (new born) male 
child was hers, she went to Skanda and gradually revealed 
to him the fact that she was his mother. And those seven 
Riekis , when they heard that a son of great power had been 
born (to them), divorced their six wives with the exception of 
the adorable Arundhati, because all the dwellers of that forest 
protested that those six persons had been instrumental in 
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bringing forth the child. Swaha too, 0 king, said again 
and again to the seven Rishis, saying, — Te ascetics, this 
child is mine, your wives are not its mothers ! — 

The great Muni Viswamitra had, after the conclusion of 
the sacrifice of the sevn Rishis, followed unseen the god of 
fire, while the latter was tortured with lust. He, therefore, 
knew everything as it happened and he was the first to 
seek the protection of Mahasena. And he offered divine 
prayers to Mahasena, and all the thirteen auspicious rites 
appertaining to childhood, such as the natal and other cere* 
monies, were all performed by the great Muni in respect 
of that child. And for the good of the world, he promulgated 
the virtues of the six-faced Skanda, and performed ceremonies 
in honor of the cock, the goddess Salcti, and the first follow- 
ers of Skanda. And for this reason he became a great 
favourite of the celestial youth. That great Muni then in- 
formed the seven Rishis of the transformations of Swaha and 
told them that their wives were perfectly innocent. But 
though thus informed, the seven Rishis abandoned their spou- 
ses unconditionally.— 

Markandeyu continued, — The celestials having heard of 
the prowess of Skanda, all said to Vksava, — O Sakra, do 
thou kill Skanda without delay, for his prowess is unbear- 
able. And if thou dost not exterminate him, he will conquer 
the three worlds with ourselves, and overpowering thee, 
himself become the mighty lord of the celestials. — Per- 
plexed in mind! — Sakra replied unto them, — This child is 
endowed with great prowess. He can himself destroy the 
Creator of the Universe, in battle putting forth his might. 
I venture not, therefore, to do away with him.— To this the 
gods replied,— Thou hast no manliness in thee, in that thou 
talkest in this manner. Let the great Mothers of the Uni- 
verse repair to day to Skanda. They can muster at will 
any degree of energy. Let them kill this child.— It shall be 
so,— The Mothers replied, — And then they went away. But 
on beholding that he was possessed of great might they be- 
came despirited, and considering that he was invincible, they 
sought his protection and said unto him,— Do thou, O 
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mighty being, become our (adopted) son ! — We are full of 
affection for thee and desirous of giving thee suck ! Lo, the 
milk oozes from our breasts ! — On hearing these words, the 
mighty Mahasena became desirous of sucking their breasts, 
and he received them with due respect and acceded to their 
request. And that mightiest of mighty creatures then be- 
held his father Agni coming towards him. And that god 
who is the doer of all that is good, was duly honoured by his 
son, and in company with the Mothers, he stayed there by the 
side of Mahasena to tend him. And that lady amongst the 
Mothers who was born of Anger,* with a spike in hand kept 
watch over Skanda, even like a mother guarding her own 
offspring. And that irascible daughter of the Blood Sea, who 
lived herself on blood, hugged Mahasena in her breast and 
nursed him like a mother. And Agni, transforming himself 
into a trader with a goat’s mouth and followed by numer- 
ous children began to gratify that child of his with toys in 
that mountain abode of his. 

Thus ends the two hundred and twenty sixth Section in 
the Markandeya-Samasya of the Vana Parva, 


Section OCXXVII. 

( Markandeya-Samasya Parva continued . ) 

Markandeya continued, — The planets with their satellites, 
the Rishis and the Mothers, Agni and numerous other blazing 
countries, and many other dwellers of heaven of terrible 
mien, waited on Mahasena along with the Mothers. And the 
illustrious sovereign of the gods, desirous of victory but be- 
lieving successto be doubtful, mounted his elephant Airavata 
and attended by the other gods advanced towards Skanda, 
That mighty being followed by ail the celestials was armed 
with his thunder-bolt. And with the object of slaying Maha- 
sena, he marched rapidly, with that terrible celestial army 
of great splendour, sounding their shrill war-cry and furnished 
with various sorts of standards, with warriors encased in vari- 
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ous armour and armed with numerous bows and riding on vari- 
ous animals. When Mahasena beheld the gloriously decked 
Sakra, attired in his best clothes, advancing with the deter- 
mination of slaying him, he (too on his part) advanced to 
meet that chief of the celestials. O P&rtha, the mighty Yasava, 
the lord of the celestials, then uttered a loud shout, to en- 
courage his warriors, and marching rapidly with the view of 
killing Agni’s son, and praised by Tridasas* and great Itishis, 
he at length reached the abode of Kartikeya. And then he 
shouted out with the other gods ; and Guha too in response to 
this, uttered a fearful war-cry resembling the roaring of the 
sea. On hearing that noise, the celestial army behaved like 
an agitated sea, and was stunned and fixed to the spot. And 
that son of Pavaka (the fire-god) beholding the gods come 
near to him with the object of killing him, was filled with 
wrath, and gave out rising flames of fire from within his 
mouth. And these flames destroyed the celestial forces 
struggling on the ground. Their heads, their bodies, their 
arms and riding animals were all burnt in that confla- 
gration, and they appeared all on a sudden like stars dis- 
placed from their proper spheres. Thus afflicted, the gods 
renounced all allegiance to the Wielder of the thunder-bolt, 
and sought the protection of Pavaka’s son ; and thus peace was 
again secured. When he was thus forsaken by the gods, Sakra 
hurled his thunder- bolt at Skanda. It pierced him on the 
right side ; and, O great king, it passed through the body of 
that high-souled being. And from being struck with the 
thunder-bolt, there arose fromSkanda’s body another being — a 
youth with a club in hand, and adorned with a celestial amu- 
let. And because he was born on account of the piercing of the 
thunder-bolt, he was named Visakha. And Indra, when he 
beheld that another person looking like the fierce destroying 
fire-god had come into being, was frightened out of his wits, 
and besought the protection of Skanda, with the palms of 


* Another name of the gods, so named from their having only 
three stages of life, — viz., infancy, childhood, and youth-— and being 
exempt from the fourth— old age, 
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his hands joined together (as a mark of respect). And that 
excellent being Skanda, bade him renounce all fear, with his 
army. The gods were then transported with joy, and their 
bands too struck up. ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and twenty-seventh Section in 
the Markandeya-Samasyi of the Yana Parva. 


Section CCXXVIII. 

( Markandeya-Samasyci Parva continued . ) 

M&rkandeya continued, — “ Now hear of those terrible and 
curious-looking followers of Skanda. A number of male 
children came into being when Skanda was struck with the 
thunder-bolt, — those terrific creatures that steal (spirit away) 
little children, whether born, or in the womb. And a number 
of female children too of great strength were born to him. 
Those children adopted Vis&kha as their father. That ador- 
able and dexterous Bhadras&kha, having a face like that of a 
goat, was at the time (of the battle) surrounded by all his sons 
and daughters whom he guarded carefully in the presence of 
the great mothers. And for this reason the inhabitants of 
this earth call Skanda the father of Kumaras (little children). 
Those persons who desire to have sons born to them, worship 
in their places the powerful Rudra in the form of the fire-god, 
and Uma in the form of SwahS. And by that means they 
are blessed with sons. The daughters begotten by the fire-god, 
Tapa went over to Skanda, who said to them, ‘What can I do 
for you V Those girls replied, — ‘Do us this favour, — by thy 
blessing, may we become the good and respected mothers of 
all the world l’ He replied ‘Be it so,’ And that liberal-minded 
being repeated again and again, ‘Ye shall be divided into 
separate classes of Sivas and Asivas.’* And the mothers then 
departed, having first established Skanda’s son-ship, K&ki, 
Halima, Mftlini, Vrinhila, Ary a, Palala and Vaimitri, these 
were the seven mothers of Sisu. They had a powerful, red- 
eyed, terrific, and very turbulent son, named Sisu bom by the 


* i. c. good and evil spirits, 
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blessing of Skanda. He was reputed as the eighth hero, born 
of the mothers of Skanda. But he is also known as the ninth, 
when that being with the face of a goat, is included. Know 
that the sixth face of Skanda was like that of a goat. That 
face, O king, is situated in the middle of the six, and is 
regarded constantly by the mothers. That head by which 
BhadrasEkha created the divine energy, is reputed to be the 
best of all his heads. O ruler of men, these various wonder- 
ful events happened on the fifth day of the bright half 
of the lunar month, and on the sixth, a very fierce and 
terrific battle was fought at that place. ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and twenty-eighth Section in 
the Markandeya Samasya of the Vana Parva. 

Section CCXXIX. 

( Markandeya- Samasya Parva continued.) 

Markandeya continued. — “Skanda was adorned with a gold- 
en amulet and wreath, and wore a crest and ^ crown of gold ; 
his eyes were golden-coloured, and he had a set of sharp teeth ; 
he was dressed in a red garment, and looked very handsome ; 
he had a splendid appearance, and was endowed with all good 
characteristics and was the favourite of the three worlds. He 
granted boons (to people who sought them), and was brave, 
youthful, and adorned with bright ear-rings. Whilst he 
Was reposing himself, the goddess of fortune, looking like 
a lotus and assuming a personal embodiment, rendered her 
allegiance to him. When he became thus possessed of good 
fortune, that famous and delicate-looking creature appeared to 
all like the moon at its full. And high-minded Brahma- 
nas worshipped that mighty being, and the Maharshis (great 
rishis) then said as follows to Skanda, ‘O thou born of 
the golden egg, mayst thou be prosperous and mayst thou 
become an instrument of good to the universe ! O best of 
the gods, although thou wast bom only six nights (days v 
ago, the whole world has owned allegiance to thee (withir 
this short time), and thou hast also allayed their fears, 
therefore do thou become the Indra (lord) of the three world: 
and remove their cause of apreheasion/ Skanda replied,— 
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•You gentlemen of great ascetic wealth, (tell me) what Indr# 
does with all these worlds, and how that sovereign of the 
celestials, protects the hosts of gods unremittingly/ The 
Rishis replied, — ‘Indra is the giver of strengah, power, 
children and happiness to all creatures, and when propitiated, 
that Lord of the Celestials bestows on all the objects of their 
desire. He destroys the wicked and fulfils the desires of the 
righteous ; and that Destroyer of Vala assigns to all creatures 
their various duties. He officiates for the sun and the moon 
in places where there is no sun or moon : he even when occa- 
sion requires it, acts for (serves the purposes of) fire, air, earth 
and water. These are the duties of Indra : his capacities 
are immense. Thou too art mighty ; therefore, great hero, 
do thou become our Indra. ' 

“ Sakra said, — ‘O mighty being, do thou make us happy, 
by becoming our lord. Excellent being, thou art worthy of the 
honour; therefore shall we anoint thee this very day/ 

“Skanda replied, — ‘Do thou continue to rule the three world® 
with self-possession, and with thy heart bent on conquest. I 
shall remain thy humble servant. I covet not thy sovereignty/ 

“ Sakra replied, — ‘Thy prowess is unrivalled, O hero, — do 
thou therefore vanquish the enemies of the gods. People have 
been struck with wonder at thy prowess. More especially as I 
have been bereft of my powers, and defeated by thee, now if 
I were to act as Indra, I should not command the respect of 
all creatures, and they would be busy in bringing about dis- 
sensions between us ; and then, my lord, they would become 
the partisans of one or other of us. And when they formed 
themselves into two distinct factions, war as before would be 
the result of that defection. And in that war, thou wouldst 
undoubtedly defeat me without difficulty, and thyself become 
the lord of all the worlds/ 

« Skanda replied.— ‘Thou, O Sakra, art my sovereign, as 
also of the three worlds; mayst thou be prosperous! Tell 
me if I can obey any commands of thine/ 

“ Indra replied,— ‘At thy bidding, O powerful being, I shall 
continue to act as Indra. And if thou hast said this deli- 
berately and in earnest, then hear me how thou canst 
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gratify thy desire of serving me. Do thou, O mighty beings 
take the leadership of the celestial forces accordingly/ 

“ Skanda replied, — ‘Do thou anoint me as leader, for the 
destruction of the Danavas, for the good of the Celestials* 
and for the well-being of cows and Brahmanas / 9$ 

Markandeya continued, — “Thus anointed by Indra and all 
other gods, and honoured by the Maharshis , he looked grand 
at that moment. The golden umbrella* held (over his head) 
looked like a halo of blazing fire. That famous god, the Con- 
queror of Tripura — himself fastened the celestial wreath of 
gold, of Viswakarma's manufacture, round his neck. And, O 
great man and conqueror of thine enemies, that worshipful god 
with the emblem of the bull, had gone there previously with 
Parvati. He honoured him with a joyous heart. The fire-god is 
called Rudra by Brahmanas, and from this fact Skanda is 
called the son of Rudra. The White mountain was formed 
from discharges of Rudra’s semen virile> and the sensual indul- 
gences of the fire-god with the Krittikas took place on that 
same White mountain. And as Rudra was seen by all the dwell- 
ers of heaven to heap honours on the excellent Guha (Skanda), 
he was for that reason reputed as the son of Rudra. This 
child had his being by the action of Rudra entering into the 
constitution of the fire-god, and for this reason, Skanda came 
to be known as the son of Rudra. And, O Bharata, as Rudra, 
the fire-god, Swaha, and the six wives (of the seven rishis) 
were instrumental to the birth of the great god Skanda, he 
was for that reason reputed as the son of Rudra. 

That son of the fire-god was clad in a pair of clean red 
cloths, and thus he looked grand and resplendent like the Sun 
peeping forth from behind a mass of red clouds. And the red 
cock given to him by the fire-god, formed his ensign; and when 
perched on the top of his chariot, it looked like the image of 
the all-destroying fire. And the presiding deity of the power 
which conduces to the victory of the gods, and which is the 
director of the-exertions of all creatures, and constitutes their 
glory, prop and refuge, advanced before him. And a mys- 


* One of the ensigns of royalty in Hindustan. 
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terious charm entered into his constitution — the charm which 
manifests its powers on the battle-field. Beauty, strength, piety, 
power, might, truthfulness, rectitude, devotion to Brihma- 
mas, freedom from illusion or perplexity, protection of follow-* 
era, destruction of foes, and care of all creatures, these, Q 
lord of men, are the inborn virtues of Skanda. Thus ano- 
inted by all the gods, he looked pleased and complacent ; and 
dressed in his best style, he looked beautiful like the moon 
at its full. The much-esteemed incantation of Vedic hymns, 
the music of the celestial band, and the songs of gods and 
Oandharvas then rang on all sides. And surrounded by all 
the well-dressed Apsaras, and many other gay and happy- 
looking Pisdchas and hosts of gods, that anointed (by gods) 
son of Pav&ka sported himself in all his grandeur. To the 
dwellers of heaven, the anointed Mahasena appeared like the 
Sun rising after extinction of darkness. And then the 
celestial forces looking up to him as their leader, surrounded 
him on all sides in thousands. That adorable being followed by 
all creatures then assumed their command, and praised and 
honoured by them, he encouraged them in return. 

7^ “ The Performer of a thousand sacrifices then thought of 
Devasenfi, whom he had rescued before. And considering 
that this being (Skanda) was undoubtedly destined to be the 
husband of this lady by Brahma himself, he had her brought 
there, dressed in her best apparel. And the vanquisher of 
Vala then said to Skanda, — ‘O foremost of gods, this lady 
was, even before thy birth, destined to be thy bride by 
that Self-existent Being.* Therefore do thou duly accept 
her lotus-like beautiful right hand with invocation of the 
(marital) hymns/ Thus told, he duly married her. And 
Yrihaspati learned in hymns performed the necessary prayers 
and oblations. She who is called Shashthi, Lakshmi, Asa, 
Sukhaprad&, Sinivali, Kuhu, Satvritti and Aparajita, is 
cnown among men as DevasenE the wife of Skandft. When 
Skanda became united to Devasena in indissoluble bonds of 
natrimony, then the goddess of prosperity in her own per- 
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sonal embodiment began to serve him with detigeftca As 
Skanda attained celebrity on the fifth lunar day, that day i a 
called Sripanchami (or the auspicious fifth day) and as ha 
attained his object on the sixth, that lunar day is considered 
to be of great moment , 99 

Thus ends the two hundred and twenty-ninth Section in the 
Mftrkandeya*Samasy& of the Yana Parva. 


Section CCXXX. 

( Markandeya-Samasya Parva continued. ) 

Markandeya continued,—" Those six ladies — the wives of 
the seven rishis — when they learned that good fortune had 
smiled on Mah&sena and that he had been made leader of the 
celestial forces,* repaired to his camp. Those virtuous ladies 
of high religious merit had been disowned by the Riehia . 
They lost no time in visiting that leader of the celestial forces 
and then addressed him thus, — ‘We, O son, have been cast out 
by our god-like husbands, without any cause. Some people 
spread the rumour that we gave birth to thee. Believing in 
the truth of this story, they became greatly indignant, and 
banished us from our sacred places. It behoves thee now to 
save us from this infamy. We desire to adopt thee as our son, 
so that, O mighty being, eternal bliss may be secured to us by 
thy favour. Do thou thus repay the obligation thou owest to us/ 
“ Skanda replied, — ‘O ladies of faultless character, do ye 
accordingly become my mothers. I am your son and ye shall 
attain all the objects of your desire/ ” 

M&rkandeya continued, — “ Then Sakra having expressed a 
wish to say something to Skanda, the latter enquired ‘What 
is it V Being told by Skanda to say it out, VSsava said, 
— 'The lady Abhijit, the younger sister of Rohini, being 
jealous of her seniority, has repaired to the woods to perform 
austerities. And I am at a loss to find out a substitute for 

* Deva-senS-pati in the original. It may mean either the pati 
(leader) of the send (forces) of devas (gods) or the pati (husband) of 
Devasenft, 
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the fallen star. May good luck attend on thee, do thou 
consult with Brahma (for the purpose of filling up the room) 
of this great asterism. Dhanishtha and other asterisms 
were created by Brahma, and Rohini used to serve the purpose 
of one such ; and consequently their number was full.* And in 
accordance with Sakra’s advice, Krittika was assigned a place 
in the heavens, and that star presided over by Agni shines as 
if with seven heads. Vinata also said to Skanda, — ‘Thou art 
as a son to me, and entitled to offer me the funeral cakes 
(at my funeral obsequies). I desire, my son, to live with thee 
always.’ 

“ Skanda replied, — ‘Be it so, all honour to thee ! Do thou 
guide me with a mother’s affection, and honoured by thy 
daughter-in-law, thou shalt always live with me.* ** 

Markandeya continued, — “ Then the great mothers spoke as 
follows to Skanda, ‘We have been described by the learned 
as the mothers of ail creatures. But we desire to be thy 
mothers, do thou honour us.* 

“ Skanda replied, — Ye are all as mothers to me, and I am 
your son. Tell me what I can do to please you.* 

“The mothers replied, — ‘The ladies(Brahmi, Maheswari &c.) 
were appointed as mothers of the world in by-gone ages. We 
desire, O great god, that they be dispossessed of that dignity, 
and ourselves installed in their room, and that we, instead of 
them, be worshipped by the world. Do thou now restore to 
us those of our progeny, of whom we have been deprived, 
by them on thy account.* 

“ Skanda replied, — ‘Ye shall not recover those that have 
been once given away, but I can give you other offspring if 
ye like.* 

“ The mothers replied, — *We desire that living with thee 
and assuming different shapes we be able to eat up the pro- 
geny of those mothers and their guardians. Do thou grant us 
this favour.’ 

“ Skanda said,— ‘I can grant you progeny, but this topic 
on which ye have just now dilated is a very painful one. May 
ye be prosperous ! All honour to you, ladies, do ye vouch* 
jsafe to them your protecting care,* 
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u The mothers replied, — ‘We shall protect them, O Skanda, 
as thou desirest. Mayst thou be prosperous ! But, O mighty 
being, we desire to live with thee always.* 

“ Skanda replied, — ‘So long as children of the human kind 
do not attain the youthful state in the sixteenth year of their 
age, ye shall afflict them with your various forms, and I too 
shall confer on you a fierce inexhaustible spirit. And with 
that ye shall live happily, worshipped by all.* ** 

Markandeya continued, — “ And then a fiery powerful being 
came out of the body of Skanda for the purpose of devour- 
ing the progeny of mortal beings. He fell down upon the 
ground, senseless and hungry. And bidden by Skanda, that 
genius of evil assumed a terrific form. Skandapasmara is 
the name by which it is known among good Brahmanas. 
Vinata is called the terrific Sakuni graha (spirit of evil). She 
who is known as Putana Rakshasi by the learned, is the 
graha called Putana ; that fierce and terrible-looking Ralcshasi 
of an hideous appearance is also called the pitdchi Sita Pu- 
tana. That fierce-looking spirit is the cause of abortion in 
women. Aditi is also known by the name of Revati: her evil 
spirit is called Raivata, and that terrible graha also afflicts 
children. Diti, the mother of the Daityas ( Asuras ), is also 
called Mukhamandika, and that terrible creature is very fond of 
the flesh of little children. Those male and female children* O 
Kaurava, who are said to have been begotten by Skanda, are 
also spirits of evil, and they destroy the fetus in the womb. They 
(the Kumaras) are known as the husbands of those very ladies, 
and children are seized unawares by these cruel spirits. And, 
O king, Suravi who is called the mother of the bovine kind 
by the wise, is bestridden by the evil spirit Sakuni, who in 
company with her, devours children on this earth. And Sara* 
ma, the mother of dogs, also habitually kills human beings 
while still in the womb. She who is the mother of all trees 
has her abode in a karanja tree, She grants boons and has a 
placid countenance and is always favourably disposed towards 
all creatures. Those persons who desire to have children, bow 
down to her, who is seated in a karanja tree. These eighteen 
evil spirits fond of meat and wine, and others of the same 
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i 9 invariably take up their abode in the lyiag'-in-rcfem 
sen days.^ Kadru introduces herself in a subtle form into 
body of a pregnant woman, and there she causes the des- 
tion of the fetus, and the mother is made to give birth 
* Naga (serpent). And that mother of the Gandharbas 
ts away the fetus, and for this reason, conception in woman 
ls out to be abortive. The mother of the Apsaras re- 
es the fetus from the womb, and for this reason such con* 
lions are said to be stationary by the learned. The 
ghter of the divinity of the Blood Sea is said to have nursed 
nda, — she is worshipped under the name of Lohitayani on 
amva trees. Arya acts the same part among female be* 

, as Kudra does among male ones. She is the mother of 
hildren and is distinctively worshipped for their welfare, 
le that I have described are the evil spirits presiding 
the destinies of young children, and until children attain 
r sixteenth year, these spirits exercise their influence for 
and after that, for good. The whole body of male and 
lie spirits that I have now described are always deno« 
ited by men as the spirits of Skanda. They are propitiated 
burnt offerings, ablutions, unguents, sacrifices and other 
ings, and particularly by the worship of Skanda. And, O 
, when they are honoured and worshipped with due rever- 
, they bestow on men whatever is good for them, aa 
valour and long life. And now having bowed down to 
sswara, I shall describe the nature of those spirits who 
once the destinies of men aft^r they have attained their 
enth year. 

The man who beholds gods, while sleeping, or in a wake* 
iate, soon turns mad, and the spirit under whose influence 
t hallucinations take place, is called the celestial spirit, 
n a person beholds his dead ancestors while he is seated 
se, or lying in his bed, he soon loses his reason, and the 
•; which causes this illusion of sensible perception, is called 
ncestral spirit. The man who shows disrespect to the 
las, and who is cursed by them in return, soon runs 
and the evil influence by which this is brought about* 
Led the Siddha spirit, And the spirit by whose influence , 
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l man smells sweet odour, and becomes cognisant of various 
asfces (when there are no odoriferous or tasteful substances 
tbout him) and soon becomes demented, is called the Bftkshasa 
pint. And the spirit by whose action celestial musicians 
Gkndharvas) blend their of ice into the constitution of a 
uman being, and make him * un mad in no time, is called the 
landharva spirit. And that evil spirit by whose influence 
ken are always tormented by Pisackae , is called the Paisacha 
ririt. When the spirit of Takshas enters into the system of 
human Lwing by some accident, he loses his reason imme- 
iafcely, and such a spirit is called the Taksha spirit. The man 
ho loses hie reason on account of his mind being demoralised 
ith vices, runs mad in no time, and his illness must be 
medied according to methods prescribed in the Sashtras. 
en also run mad from perplexity, from fear, as also on behold- 
g hideous sights. The remedy lies in quieting their minds, 
lere are three classes of spirits, some are frolicsome, some 
e gluttonous, and some sensual. Until men attain Vjhe age 
three score and ten, these evil influences continue to tor- 
mt them, and then fever becomes the only evil spirit that 
licts sentient beings. These evil spirits always avoid those 
10 have subdued their senses, who are self-restrained, of 
anly habits, god-fearing and free from laziness and contami- 
tion. I have thus described to thee, O king, the evil spirits 
it mould the destinies of men. Thou who art devoted to 
,heswara art never troubled by them. ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and thirtieth Section in the 
rkandeya-Samksyi of the Vana Parva. 


Section CCXXXI. 

(Markandeya-Samdsya Parva continued. ) 

M&rkandeya continued, — “ When Skanda had bestowed 
te powers, Sw&h£ appeared to him and said, — ‘Thou art) 
natural son, — I desire that thou shalt grant exquisite 
piness to me/ 

‘ Skanda replied,— ‘What sort of happiness dost thou wish 
njoy?* 
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“Swaha replied, — ‘O mighty being, I am the favourftd 
daughter of Daksha, by name Swahi, ; and from my youthful 
days I have been in love with Hutasana (the fire-god) ; but 
that god, my son, does not understand my feelings. I desire 
to live for ever with him (as his wife).’ 

“ Skanda replied, — ‘From this day, lady, all the oblations 
that men of virtuous character who swerve not from the 
path of virtue, will offer to their gods or ancestors with in- 
cantation of purifying hymns by Brahmanas, shall always 
be offered (through Agni) coupled with the name'of Swaha, 
and thus, excellent lady, wilt thou always live associated 
with Agni, the god of fire/ ” 

Markandeya continued, — “Thus addressed and honoured 
by Skanda, SwahS was greatly pleased ; and associating with 
her husband Pavaka, (the fire-god), she honoured him in 
return. 

“ Then Brahma, the lord of all creatures, said to Mahasena, 
T>o thou go and visit thy father Mahadeva, the conqueror of 
Tripura. Rudra coalescing with Agni (the fire-god), and Uma, 
with Swaha, have combined to make thee invincible for 
well-being of all creatures. And the semen of the high- 
souled Rudra cast into the reproductive organ of Uma was 
thrown back upon this hill, and hence the twin Mujika and 
Minjika came into being. A portion of it fell into the Blood 
Sea, another portion, into the rays of the Sun, another, 
upon the earth, — and thus was it distributed in five portions. 
Learned man ought to remember that these thy various and 
fierce-looking followers living on the flesh of animals, were 
produced from that semen* ‘Be it so/ so saying, the high- 
souled Mahasena with fatherly love, honoured his father 
Maheswara ” 

Markandeya continued, — “Men who are desirous of acquir- 
ing wealth, should worship those five classes of spirits with 
the sun-flower, and for alleviation of diseases also, worship 
must be rendered to them. The twin Minjika and Minjika 
begotten by Rudra must always be respected by persons des- 
iring the welfare of little children ; and persons who desire to 
have children born to them must always worship those female 
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Spirits who live on human flesh and are produced in trees. 
Thus all Pisdchas are said to be divided into innumerable 
classes. And now, 0 king, listen to the origin of the bells and 
standards of Skanda. Airavata (Indra’s elephant) is known to 
have had two bells of the name of Vaijayanti, and the keen- 
witted Sakra had them brought to him, and personally 
gave them to Guha. Yisakha took one of those bells and 
Skanda the other. The standared of both Kartikeya and 
Yisakha were of a red colour. That mighty god Mahasena 
was pleased with the toys that had been given to him 
by the gods. Surrounded by hosts of gods and Pisdchas, and 
seated on the Golden Mountains, he looked splendid in 
all the grandeur of prosperity. And that mountain covered 
with fine forests, also looked grand in his companionship, 
just as the Mandara hill abounding with excellent caves 
shines with the rays of the Sun. The White mountain was 
adorned with whole tracts of woodland covered with blossom- 
ing Santanaka flowers and with forests of Karfi^bira, Parijata, 
Jaba and Asoka trees, — as also with wild tracts overgrown 
with Kadamva trees ; and it abounded with herds of celes- 
tial deer and flocks of celestial birds. And the rumbling 
of clouds serving the purpose of musical instruments sound- 
ed like the murmur of an agitated sea, and celestial Gandhar- 
vas and Apsaras began to dance. And there arose a great 
sound of joy from the merriment of all creatures. Thus the 
whole world with Indra himself seemed to have been trans- 
ferred to the White mountain. And all the people began to 
observe Skanda with satisfaction in their looks, and they did 
not at all feel tired with doing so. ,, 

Markandeya continued, — “ When that adorable son of the 
Are-god was anointed as leader of the celestial army, that 
grand and happy lord, Hara (Mahadeva) riding with Parvati in 
a chariot shining with sun-like refulgence, repaired to a place 
called Bhadravata. His excellent chariot was drawn by * 
thousand lions and managed by Kala. They passed through 
blank space, and seemed as if they were about to devour the 
sky ; and striking terror into the hearts of all creatures in the 
mobile and immobile divisions of .the world, those nnaned 
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beasts flitted through the air, uttering fearful growls. And that 
lord of ai^ animals (Mah&deva) seated in that chariot with 
Umft, looked like the suu with flashes of lightning illuminat- 
ing masses of olouds begirt with Ifcdra’s bow (Rain-bow), 
fie was preceded by that adorable lord of riches riding on 
the backs of human beings with his attendant Guhyakas 
riding in his beautiful car Pushpaka. And Sakra too riding 
on his elephant Airivata and accompanied by other gods, 
brought up the rear of Mah&deva, the granter of boons, march- 
ing in this way at the head of the celestial army. And the 
great Yaksha Amogha with his attendants— the Jambhaks 
Yakshas and other Rfikshasas decorated with garlands of 
flowers— obtained a place in the right wing of his army ; 
and many gods of wonderful fighting powers, in company 
with the Yasus and the Rudras, also marched with the 
right division of his army. And the terrible-looking Yama 
too in company with Death marched with him, followed 
by hundreds of terrible Diseases ; and behind him was 
carried the terrible sharp-pointed, well-decorated trident of 
Siva, called Yijaya. And Varuna, the adorable lord of waters, 
with his terrible pctea? and surrounded by numerous aquatic 
animals, marched slowly with the trident. And the trident 
Vijaya was followed by the Pattisaf of Rudra guarded by 
maces, balls, clubs and other excellent weapons. And the 
Pattiaa r O king, was followed by the bright umbrella 
of Rudra and the water-vessel and by the Maharehi* ; and 
on its right side the bright sceptre worshipped by the 
gods looked beautiful in its progress in the company of 
Bhrigu, Angira and others. And behind all these rode 
Rtidra in his white chariot, reassuring the gods with the exhi- 
bition of his powers. And rivers and lakes and seas, Apsaras 
JRUhis, Celestials, Gandharvas and serpents, stars, planets, 
and the children of gods, as also many women, followed him 
in his train. These h&ndsome-looking ladies proceeded scatter- 
ing flowers all around ; and the clouds marched, having made 


* A kind of missile, 
t Another kind of weapon. 
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their obeisance to that god (MahAdeva) armed with the Pinfcka 
bow. And some of them held a white umbrella over his head; 
and Agni (the fire-god) and YAyu (the god of winds) busied 
themselves with two hairy fans (emblems of royalty). And, 
O king, he was followed by the glorious Indra accompanied 
by the Bajarshis , and singing the praise of that god with the 
emblem of the bull. And Gauri, Vidya, Gandhari, Kef ini, 
And the lady called Mitra in company with Savitri, all pro* 
ceeded in the trainof PArvati, as also all the Vidyas (presiding 
deities of all branches of knowledge) that were created by 
the learned. The Rkkshasa spirit who delivers to different 
battalions the commands which are implicitly obeyed by Indra 
and other gods, advanced in front of the army as standard* 
bearer. And that foremost of Yakshas, by name Pingala, the 
friend of Rudra, who is always busy in places where corpses 
are burned, and who is agreeable to all people, marched with 
them merrily, at one time going ahead of the army, and 
frilling behind again at another ; — his movements being un- 
certain. Virtuous actions are the offerings with which the 
god Rudra is worshipped by mortals. He who is also called 
Siva, the omnipotent god, armed with the PinAka bow, is 
ifaheswara. He is worshipped in various forms. # 

“ The son of Krittika, the leader of the celestial army, 
respectful to Br&hmanas, surrounded by the celestial forces, 
also followed that lord of the gods. And then Mahadeva 
said these weighty words to Mahasena, ‘Do thou carefully 
command the seventh army corps of the celestial forces.’ 

“Skanda replied, — ‘Very well, my lord ! I shall command 
the seventh army corps. Now tell me quickly if there is 
anything else to be done.’ 

“ Rudra said, — ‘Thou shalt always find me in the field of 
action. By looking up to me and by devotion to shalt 
thou attain great welfare/ ” 

MArkandeya continued — “ With these words Maheswara 
received him in his embrace, and then dismissed him. And, 
O great king, after the dismissal of Skanda, prodigies of 
various kinds occured to disturb the equanimity of the gods. 
u The firmament with the stars was in a blaze, an d the whole 
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universe in a state of utter confusion. The earth quaked 
and gave forth a rumbling sound, and darkness overspread, the 
whole world. Then observing this terrible catasfcrophy, Sankar* 
with the estimable Uma, and the celestials with the great 
Maharshis , were much exercised in mind. And when thrWjij 
fallen into this state of confusion, there appeared before tMetf 
a fierce and mighty host armed with various weapons, And# 
looking like a mass of clouds and rocks. Those terrible and' 
countless beings, speaking different languages directed theift 
movements towards the point where Sankara and the CelesA 
tials stood. They hurled into the ranks of the celestial 
army flights of arrows in all directions, masses of rock, maces^ 
sataghnis * prasasf and parighas. J The celestial armp 
was thrown into a state of confusion by a shower of thesi 
terrible weapons and their ranks were seen to waver. The 
Danavas made a great havoc by cutting up their soldiery 
horses, elephants, chariots and arms. And the celestial troops 
then seemed as if they were about to turn their backs upon 
the enemy. And numbers of them fell, slain by the Aswras, 
like large trees in a forest burned in a conflagration. Those 
dwellers of heaven fell with their heads, separated from their 
bodies, and having none to lead them in that fearful battle, 
they were slaughtered by the enemy. And then the god 
Purandara (Indra), the slayer of Vala, observing that they 
were unsteady and hard pressed by the Aswras, tried to 
rally them with this speech, — ‘Do not be afraid, ye heroes, 
may success attend upon your efforts ! Do ye all take up 
your arms, and resolve upon manly conduct, and ye will 
meet with no more misfortune, and defeat these wicked and 
terrible-looking Danavas. May ye be successful ! Do ye fall 
upon the Danavas with me.* 

“ The dwellers of heaven were reassured on hearing this 
speech from Sakra; and under his leadership, they again 
rushed against the Danavas. And then the thirty-three 


* A weapon which kills a hundred people, 
t A kind of missile. 

t A Vind rtf hnmm#»r rtf irrtn 
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crores of gods and all the powerful Maruts and the Sid bya* 
with the Vasus returned to the charge. And the arrows 
which they angrily discharged against the enemy drew a large 
quantity of blood from the bodies of the Daityas and of 
their horses and elephants. And those sharp arrows passing 
through their bodies fell upon the ground, looking like so many 
snakes falling from the sides of a hill. And, O king, the Dai-; 
tyas pierced by those arrows fell fast on all sides, looking 
like so many detached masses of clouds. Then the Danava 
host, struck with panic at that charge of the celestials on 
the field of battle, wavered at that shower of various weapons* 
Then all the gods loudly gave vent to their joy, with arms 
ready to strike ; and the celestial bands too struck up various 
airs. Thus took place that encounter, so fearful to both sides ; 
"or all the battle-field was covered with blood and strewn 
with the bodies of both gods and A suras. But the goda 
were soon worsted all on a sudden, and the terrible Danavaa 
again made a great havoc of the celestial army. Then the 
Asura drums struck up and their shrill bugles were sounded ; 
ind the Danava chiefs yelled their terrific war-cry. 

" Then a powerful Danava, taking a huge mass of rock in 
lis hands, came out of that terrible Daitya army. He looked 
ike the Sun peering forth from amongst a mass of dark 
clouds. And, O king, the celestials, beholding that he waa 
about to hurl that mass of rock at them, fled in confusion. 
But they were pursued by Mahisha, who hurled that hillock 
at them. And, O lord of the world, by the falling of that 
mass of rock, ten thousand warriors of the celestial army were 
crushed to the ground and breathed their last. And this act 
of Mahisha struck terror into the hearts of the gods, and with 
his attendant Danavas he fell upon them like a lion attacking 
a herd of deer. 'And when Indra and the other celestials ob- 
served that Mahisha was advancing to the charge, they fled, 
leaving behind their arms and colours. And Mahisha was 
greatly enraged at this, and he quickly advanced towards the 
shariot of Rudra ; and reaching near, he seized its pole with 
his hands. And when Mahisha in~ a fit of rage had thus 
eized the chariot of Rudra, all the Barth began to groan 
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and the great Rislds lost their senses. And Daityas, of huge 
proportions, and looking like (dark) clouds, were boisterous 
with joy, thinking that victory was assured to them. And 
although that adorable god (Rudra) was in that plight, yet 
he did not think it worth his while to kill Mahisha in battle : 
he remembered that Skanda would deal the death-blow to 
that evil-minded Asura. And the fiery Mahisha, contemplat- 
ing with satisfaction the prize (the chariot of Rndra) which 
he had secured, sounded his war-cry, to the great alarm of 
the gods and the joy of the Daityas. And when the gods 
were in that fearful predicament, the mighty Mahasena, burn- 
ing with anger, and looking grand like the Sun, advanced 
to their rescue. And that lordly being was clad in blazing 
red and decked with a wreath of red flowers. And caseA 
in armour of gold, he rode in a gold-coloured chariot bright 
as the Sun and drawn by chestnut horses. And at his sight 
the army of the Daityas was suddenly dispirited on the 
field of battle. And, 0 great king, the mighty Mahasena 
discharged a bright SaJcti, for the destruction of Mahishk 
That missile cut off the head of Mahisha, and he fell upoi^ 
the ground and died. And his head, massive as a hillock, 
falling on the ground, barred the entrance to the country of 
the Northern Kurus, extending in length for sixteen yqjanas, 
though at present the people of that country pass easily by 
that gate. 

“ It was observed both by the gods and the Danavas that 
Skanda hurled his sakti again and again on the field of battle, 
and that it returned to his hands, after killing thousands of 
the enemy’s forces. And the terrible Danavas fell in large 
numbers by the arrows of the wise Mahasena. And then a 
panic seized them, and the followers of Skanda began to slay 
and eat them up by thousands and drink their blood. And 
they joyously exterminated the Danavas in no time, just as 
the Sun destroys darkness, or as fire destroys a forest, or 
as the winds drive away the clouds. And in this manner 
the famous Skanda defeated all his enemies. And the gods 
came to congratulate him, and he, in turn; paid his respects 
t* Maheswarat And that son of Krittika, looked grand like 
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the Sun in all the glory of his effulgence. And when the 
-enemy was completely defeated by Skanda, and when Ma- 
heswara left the battle-field, Purandara embraced Mahasena 
and said to him, — 'This Mahisha, who was made invincible by 
the favour of Brahma, hath been killed by thee. O best of 
warriors, the gods were like grass to him. O strong-limbed 
%hero, thou hast removed a thorn from the side of the 
celestials. Thou hast killed in battle hundreds of Danavaa 
equal in valour to Mahisha, who were all hostile to us, and 
who used to harass us before. And thy followers too have 
devoured them by hundreds. Thou art, O mighty being, 
invincible in battle like Uma*s lord ! And this victory shall 
be celebrated as thy first achievement, and thy fame shall be 
undying in the three worlds. And, O strong-armed god, all 
the gods will yield their allegiance to thee/ Having spoken 
thus to Mahasena, the husband of Sachi left the place, accom- 
panied by the gods and with the permission or the adorable 
three-eyed god (Siva), And Rudra returned to Bhadravafca, 
and the celestials too returned to their respective abodes. And 
Rudra spoke, addressing the gods — 'Ye must render allegi- 
ance to Skanda just as ye do unto me/ And that son of 
the fire-god, having killed the Danavas, hath conquered the 
three worlds in one day, and he hath been worshipped by 
the great Rishis ! The Brahmana. who with due atten- 
tion readeth this story of the birth of Skanda, attaineth to 
great prosperity in this world find the companionship of 
Skanda hereafter. " 

Yudhishthira said, — " O good feed adorable Brahmana, I 
wish to know the different names’ of that high -souled being, 
by which he is celebrated throughout the three worlds/* 

Va^ampayana continued, — Thus addressed by the Pandava 
in that assembly of Rishis, the worshipful Markandeya of 
high ascetic merit replied, — “ *Agneya,(l) Skanda, (2) Dipta- 
kirti, (3) Anamaya, (4?) Mayuraketu, (5) Dharmatman, (6) 


(1) Son of Agm, 

(3) Of blazing fame. 
(5) Teacock-banaerecL 


(2) Cast off. 

(4) Always hale. 

(6) The virtuous souled. 
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Bhute$a, (7) Mahisharddana, (8) Kamaj it, (9) Kfcmada,(10) 
Kanta,(ll) Satyabika,(12) Bhoobane9wara,(13) Shiqu, (14) 
Shighr&,(15) Shuchi,(16) Chanda, (17) Dipta- varna, (18) Shu- 
bhanana,(19) Amogha,(20) Anagha,(21) Raudra,(22) Priya,(23) 
Ohandr&nana(24) Dipta-sacti,(25) Pra93.ntatman,(26) Bhadra- 
krit,(27) Kutamohana, (28) Shashthipriya, (29) Pavitra, (30) 
Matrivatsala, (31) Kanya-bhatri, (32) Vibbakta, (33) Swa- 
heya,(34) Revati-suta,(35) Prabhu,(36) Neta,(37) Vishakha,(38) 
Naigameya,(89) Suduschara(40) Suvrata,(41) Lalita,(42) V&la- 
kridanaka-priya,(43) Khacharin,(44) Brahmacharin,(45) Sura, 
(46) Sadavanodbhava,(47) Vi9wamitra-priya,(48) Devasena- 
priya,(49) Vasudeva-priya,(50) and Priya-krit,(61) — these are 
the divine names of Kartikeya. Whoever repeateth them, 
undoubtedly secureth fame, wealth, and salvation.” 

Markandeya continued, — “ O valiant scion of Kuril’s race* 
I shall now with due devotion pray to that unrivalled, mighty, 
six-faced, and valiant Guha who is worshipped by gods and 
jRishis , enumerating his other titles of distinction : do thou 
listen to them. — Thou art devoted to Brahma, begotten of 
Brahma, and versed in the mysteries of Brahma . Thou art 
called Brahme8aya, and thou art the foremost of those 
who are possessed of Brahma . Thou art fond of Brahma , 


(7) The Lordof all creatures. (8) The slayer of Mahiskd. (9) The subju- 
gator of desires. (10) The fulfiller of desires. (11) The ^andsome. (12) 
The truthful in speech. (13) The Lord of the universe. (14) The child. 
(16) The quick. (16) The pure. (17) The fiery. (18) The bright-com- 
plexioned, (19) Of beautiful face. (20) Incapable of being baffled. 
(21) The sinless. (22) The terrible. (23) The favorite. (24) Of face 
like the moon. (25) The wielder of the blazing lance. (26) Of tranquil 
soul. (27) The doer of good. (28) The charmer of even the wicked. 
(29) The favorite of Shashti. (30) The holy. (31) The reverencer of his 
mother. (32) The protector of virgins. (33) Diffused over the universe. 
(34) The son of Swah& (36) The child of Revati, (36) The Lord. 
(37) The leader. £38] Beared up by VisaJchcL [39] Sprung from [the 
Veda. [40] Difficult of propitiation. [41] Of excellent vows. [42] The 
beautiful. [43] Fond of toys. [44] The ranger of skies. [45] The chaste. 
[46] The brave. [47] Born in a forest of heath. [48] The favorite of 
Vigvt&mitra. [49] The lover of Devasend, [50] The beloved of Viisudeva* 
(bl) The doer -of- agreeable things* 
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4hou aft austere like the BrEhmanas and versed in the great 
mystery of Brahma and the leader of the Brahmanaa Thou 
%rt Swaha, thou art SwadhcL , and thou art the holiest of the 
holy, and art invoked in hymns and celebrated as the six- 
flamed fire. Thou art the year, thou art the six seasons, 
thou art the months, the (lunar) half-months, the (solarX de- 
clinations, and the cardinal points of space. Thou art lotus- 
eyed, Thou art possessed of a lily-like face. Thou hast a 
thousand faces and a thousand arms. Thou art the ruler of 
the universe, thou art the great Oblation, and thou art the 
animating spirit of all the gods and the Aeuras. Thou art the 
great leader of armies. Thou art Prachanda (furious), thou 
art the Lord, and thou art the great master and the con- 
queror of thine enemies. Thou art Sahasrabhu, (multiform), 
8 ahasratwsti (a thousand times content), Sahasrabhwk (de- 
vourer of everything), and Sahasrapat (of a thousand legs% 
and thou art the Earth itself. Thou ai*t possessed of infinite 
forms and thousand heads and great strength. According 
to thine own inclinations, thou hast appeared as the son of 
Ganga, Swaha, Mahi, or Krittika. O six-faced god, thou 
dost play with the cock and assume different forms according 
to thy will. Thou art Daksha, Soma, the MEruts, Dharma, 
Vayu, the prince of mountains, and Indra, for all time. Thou 
art mighty, the most eternal of all eternal things, and the 
lord of all lords. Thou art the progenitor of Truth, the des- 
troyer of Diti’s progeny ( Asurds ), and the great conqueror 
of the enemies of the celestials. Thou art the personation of 
virtue and being thyself vast and minute, thou art acquaint- 
ed with the highest and lowest points of virtuous acts, and the 
mysteries of Brahma* O foremost of ail gods and high* 
eouled lord of the Universe, this whole creation is over- 
spread with thy energy ! I have thus prayed to . thee 
according to best of my power. I salute thee who art 
possessed of twelve eyes and as many hands. Thy remain: 
ing attributes transcend my powers of comprehension P . . 

The Brahmana who with due attention readeth this story 
of the birth of Skanda, or relateth it unto BrEhmanas, or 
heareth it narrated bv regenerate men, attain eth to we°lth» 



MAHABlf ATIATA» 


&ng life, fame, children, as also victory, prosperity and 
lentment; and the companionship of Skanda . H 

Thus ends the two hundred and thirty-first Section is 
the M&rkandeya-Samasya of the Vena Parva. 

Section OOXXXIL 
( Drawpadi-Satyabhama Samvada. ) 

Vai$ampayana said , — “ After those Brahmanas and the 
illustrious sons of Pandu had taken their seats, Draupadi and 
SatyabhamS, entered the hermitage. And with hearts full 
of joy, the two ladies laughed merrily and seated themselves 
at their ease. And, O king, those ladies, who always spake 
3weetly to each other, having met after a long time, began to 
talk upon various delightful topics arising out of the stories of 
the Kurus and the Yadus. And the slender- waisted Satyabhama 
—the favorite wife of Krishna and the daughter of Satrajit — 
then asked Draupadi in private, saying, — ‘By what behaviour is 
it, O daughter of Drupada, that thou art able to rule the sons 
of Pandu — those heroes endued with strength and beauty and 
like unto the Lolcapalas themselves ? Beautiful lady, how is 
it that they are so obedient to thee and are never angry with 
thee ? Without doubt the sons of Pandu, O thou of lovely 
Teatures, are ever submissive to thee and watchful to do thy 
ridding ! Tell me, O lady, the reason of this ! Is it prac- 
tice of vows, or asceticism, or incantations, or drugs at the 
dune of the bath (in season), or the efficacy of science, or the 
influence of youthful appearance, or the recitation of particular 
Tormulse, or Homa , or collyreum and other medicaments? 
Tell me now, O princess of Panchala, of that blessed and 
uspicious thing by which, O Krishna, Krishna may ever be 
>bedient to me V 

“When the celebrated Satyabhama, having said this, 
eeased, the chaste and blessed daughter of Drupada answer- 
ed her, saying. — ‘Thou askest me, O Satyabhama, of the 
ejractices of women that are wicked. How can I answer 
Jfcee, O lady, about the course that is pursued by wicked 
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questions, or doubt me, after this, for thou art endued with 
intelligence and art the favorite wife of Krishna* When the 
husband learns that his wife is addicted to incantations 
and drugs, from that hour he beginneth to dread he* 
like a serpent ensconced in his sleeping chamber. And 
can a man that is troubled with fear have peace, and how 
-can one that hath no peace have happiness ? A husband c an 
never be made obedient by his wife's incantations. W e hear 
of painful diseases being transmitted by enemies. Indeed* 
they that desire to slay others, send poison in the shape Of 
customary gifts, so that the man that taketh the powders so 
sent, by tongue or skin, is, without doubt, speedily deprived 
of life. Women have sometimes caused dropsy and leprosy and 
decrepitude and impotence and idiotcy and blindness and 
deafness in men. These wicked women, ever treading in the 
path of sin, do •sometimes (by these means) injure their 
husbands. But the wife should never do the least injury 
fto her lord. Hear now, O illustrious lady, pf the behaviour 
Jt adopt towards the high-souled sons of Pandu ! Keeping 
'aside vanity, and controlling desire and wrath, I always serve 
jwith devotion the sons of Pandu with their wives. Restraining 
jealousy, with deep devotion of heart, without a sense of 
degradation at the services I perform, I wait upon my hthfe 
(bauds. Ever fearing to utter what is evil or false, or to looker 
slit or walk with impropriety, or cast glances indicative of 
Heelings of the heart, do I serve the sons of Prith&~-~tiiaefr 
•mighty warriors blazing like the Sun or fire, and handsome i* 
the moon, those heroes endued with fierce energy and prow* 
ess, and capable of slaying their foes by a glance of the eye* 
Celestial, or man, or Gandharva, young or decked with orna? 
ments, wealthy or comely of person, none else my heart 
liketb* I never bathe or eat or sleep till he that is my 
band hath bathed or eaten or slept, — till, in fact, our attendants 
have bathed, eaten, or slept* Whether returning from the 
field, the forest, or the town, hastily rising up I always salute 
my husband with water and a seat I always keep the house 
and all house-hold articles and the food that is to be taj ce* 
well-ordered end clean* Carefully do I keep the rice, and utte 
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But we are glad that there has been one at least found in this 
try who is imbued with a spirit that has already done much to rail 
ancient literature of India, and who, if strengthened in his 
purpose, will place it on the high pedestal it is deserving of. 
effort is Herculean, and might well daunt even a mightier man. 
Babu Protap OnuarDRA Bor. Burt to him the high honor, has bee 
lowed to be the pioneer in the great and good work of at last < 
Justice to India’s greatest mind, and to spread the knowledge c 
pure ethics among the peoples of this vast 'Continent, who are 
from want of native guides, taking to alien standards whi< 

| time must destroy all those characteristics which" have given Ind’ 
[Individuality and eminence among the countries of the world. 
jProtap Chundra Roy ha$ appealed to India for pecuniary help in 
(that he might present the u purity of Aryan society, the immr 
[truths of Aryan philosophy, the chivalry of Aryan princes and war 
and the masculine morality of India’s illustrious fore-fathers” tc 
descendants. Such an appeal ought to find a re^dy response everyw 
A lakh of Rupees is required and India ought te subscribe ten i 
^his amount if necessary, for such an object. V —The Muslim Hi 
iFsbrmry IS , 1886 
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ful Kunti— that mother of heroes* Never do I show any 
preference for myself over her in matters of food and attire, 
and never do I reprove in words that princess equal unto 
the Earth herself in forgiveness. Formerly, eight thousand 
Br&hmanas were daily fed in the palace of Tudhishthira 
from off plates of gold. And eighty thousand Br&hmanaa 
also of the Snatarfca sect leading domestic lives were enter- 
tained by Yudhishthira with thirty serving maids assigned 
to each. Besides these, ten thousand yotis with the vital 
seed drawn up, had their pure food carried unto them in plates 
of gold. Ail these Brahmanas that were utterers of the 
Veda , I used to worship duly with food, drink, and raiment 
taken from stores only after a portion thereof had been dedi- 
cated to the Viswadevas.* The illustrious son of Kunti had 
an hundred thousand well-dressed serving-maids with brace- 
lets on arms and golden ornaments on necks, and decked with 
costly garlands and wreaths and gold in profusion, and 
sprinkled with sandle- paste. And adorned with jewels and 
gold, they were all skilled in singing and dancing. O lady, 
I knew the names and features of all those girls, as also what 
they ate and what they wore, and what they did not. Kunti’s 
son of great intelligence had also an hundred thousand maid- 
servants who daily used to feed guests, with plates of gold 
their hands. And while Yudhishthira lived in Indraprastha* 
an hundred thousand horses and an hundred thousand ele- 
phants used to follow in his train. These were the possessions 
of Yudhishthira while he ruled the earth. It was I, how- 
ever, O lady, who regulated their number and framed the 
rules to be observed in respect of them ; and it was I who 
had to listen to all complaints about them. Indeed, I knew 
everything about what the maid-servants of the palace and 
other classes of attendants, even the cow-herds and the 

* The word in the text is Agrahara , which, as Nilk&ntha explains, 
means here, That which is first taken from a heap after the dedication 
of a portion to the Viswadeva8. } What Dr&npadi means to say Ha, t ha t 
she always took care to feed those Brahmanas with food firU taken 
from the stores, without, in fact, having taken anything therefrom for 
the use of anybody else.' 
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shepherds of the royal establishment; did or did not. O bless* 
ed and illustrious lady, it was I alone amongst the Pandavas 
who knew the income and expenditure of the king and 
what their whole wealth was, And those bulls among the 
Bhiratas, throwing upon me the burden of looking after all 
those that were to be fed by them; would, O thou of hand* 
some face 9 pay their court to me, 4 And this load; so heavy 
and incapable of being borne by persons of evil heart, I used 
to bear day and night, sacrificing my ease, and all the while 
affectionately devoted to thems And while my husbands were 
engaged in the pursuit of virtue, I only supervised their 
treasuxy inexhaustible like the ever-filled receptacle of Varuna. 
Day and night bearing hunger and thirst, I used to serve the 
Kuru princes, so that my nights and days were equal to me. 
I used to wake up first and go to bed last. This, O Satya- 
bhama, hath ever been my charm for making my husbands 
obedient to me ! This great art hath ever been known to me 
for making my husbands obedient to me. Never have I 
practised the charms of wicked women, nor do I ever wish 
to practise them f ” 

Va^ampayana continued. — “Hearing these words of virtu- 
ous import uttered by Krishna, Satyabh&ma, having first re- 
verenced the virtuous princess of P&nch&ia, answered, saying, 
— c O princess of Panchala, I have been guilty! O daughter 
of Yajnasena, forgive me ! Among friends, conversations in 
jest arise naturally and without premeditation !’ ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and thirty-second Section in the 
Draupadi-SatyabbimiL samv&da of the Yana Parva. 

Section CCXXXIII. 

( I)raupadi-8atyabhdm& samvdda Parva continued . ) 

** Draupa di said,— *1 shall now indicate to thee for attract- 
*ng the heart of thy husband a way that is free from deceit. 
By adopting it duly, dear friend, thou wilt be able to with- 
draw thy lord from other females. In all the worlds, in- 
cluding that of the celestials, there is no god equal, O 
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thee, thou mayst have (from thy husband) every object of 
desire; when angry, all these may be lost. It is from 
her husband that the wife obtains th offspring, and vari- 
ous articles of enjoyment* It is from thy husband that 
thou mayst have handsome beds and seats, and robea 
and garlands, and perfumes, and great fame, and heaven it- 
self hereafter. One cannot obtain happiness here by means 
that are easy. Indeed, the woman that is chaste, obtaina 
weal with woe. Always adore Krishna, therefore, with 
friendship and love and physical sufferings.* And do thou 
also act in such a way, by offering handsome seats and ex- 
cellent garlands and various perfumes and prompt service, 
that he may be devoted to thee, thinking — I am truly loved 
by her! Hearing the voice of thy lord at the gate, rise thorn 
up from thy seat and stay in readiness within the roonft. 
And as soon as thou seest him enter Ihy chamber, worship 
him by promptly offering him a seat and water to wash his 
feet. And even when he commands a maid-servant to do 
anything, get thou up and do it thyself. Let Krishna under- 
stand this temper of thy mind and know that thou adorest 
him with ail thy heart. And, O Satyabhama, whatever thy 
.lord speaketh before thee, do not blab of it, even if it may 
not deserve concealment, — for if any of thy co-wives were to 
speak of it unto Yasudeva, he might be irritated with thee. 
Feed thou by every means in thy power those that are dear 
and devoted to thy lord and always seek his good. Thou 
shouldst, however, always keep thyself aloof from those 
that are hostile to and against tby lord and seek to do him in- 
jury, as also from those that are addicted to deceit i Fore- 
going all excitement and carelessness in the presence of men, 
conceal thy inclinations by observing silence, and thou 
shouldst not stay or converse in private even with tby sons 
Pradyumna and S&mva. Thou shouldst form attachments 
with only such females as are high-born and sinless and devoted 

. * The word is prdti-barmanA in the instrumental Nilkantha right- 
ly explains it to mean “ physical sufferings. v The Pandits of the Maha- 
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to their lords, and thou shouldsb always -shun women that are 
wrathful, addicted to drinks, gluttonous, theivish, wicked, 
and fickle. Behaviour such as this is reputable and product- 
ive of prosperity ; and while it is capable of neutralising 
hostility, it also leadeth to heaven. Therefore, worship thou 
thy husband, decking thyself in costly garlands and orna- 
ments and smearing thyself with unguents and excellent 
perfumes/ ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and thirty-third Section in 
the Draupadi-SatyabbSma samv&da of the Yana Parva. 


Section CCXXXIV. 

( Draupadi-SatyabkSmS samvcida Parva continued. ) 

V ai^ampayana said.—" The slayer of Madhu then, Ke$avs 
called also Janarddana, having conversed on various agree- 
able themes with the illustrious sons of Psndu and with those 
•prahm anas that were headed by Markandeya, and having 
bade them farewell, mounted his car and called for Satya- 
bhama. And Satyabhami then, having embraced the 
daughter of Drupada, addressed her in these cordial words 
expressive of her feelings towards her : — ‘O Krishna, let there 
be no anxiety, no grief, for thee ! Thou hast no cause to pass 
thy nights in sleeplessness, for thou wilt surely obtam back 
the earth subjugated by thy husbands, who are all equal unto 
the gods ! O thou of black eyes, women endued with such 
disposition and possessed of such auspicious marks, can never 
suffer misfortune long 1 It hath been heard by me that thou 
Bhalt with thy husbands, certainly enjoy this earth peacefully 
and freed from all thorns ! And, O daughter of Drupada, thou, 
shalt certainly behold the earth ruled by Yudhishthira, after 
the sons of Dhritarishtra have been slain and their hostlity 
avenged \ Thou wilt soon behold those wives of the Kurus, 
who, deprived of sense by pride, laughed at thee while on 
tby way to exile, themselves reduced to a state of hoplessness 
and despair! Know them all, O Krishna, that did thee 
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gone to the abode of Tama! Thy brave sons Prativindbya, 
and Sutasoma, and Srutakarman by Arjuna, and Satlnika 
by Nakula, and Srutasena begot by Sahadeva, are well, and 
have become skilled in weapons. Like Abhimanyu, they are 
all staying at Dwiravati, delighted with the place. And 
Subhadri also, cheerfully and with her whole soul, looketh 
after them like thee, and like thee joyeth in them and de- 
riveth much happiness from them. Indeed, she grieveth in 
their griefs and joyeth in their joys. And the mother of 
Fradyumna also loveth them with her whole soul. And 
Kegava with his sons Bhanu and others watcheth over them 
with especial affection. And my mother-in-law is ever atten- 
tive in feeding and clothing them. And all the Andhakaa 
and Vrishnis, including Kama and others, regard them with 
affection. And, O beautiful lady, their affection for thy 
sons is equal unto what they feel for Pradyumna.* 

“ Having said these agreeable and truthful and delightful 
and cordial words, Satyabhama desired to go to Visudeva's 
car. And the wife of Krishna then walked round the queen of 
the Pandavas. And having done so, the beautiful Satya- 
bh&mS mounted the car of Krishna. And the chief of the 
Y&davas, comforting Draupadi with a smile and causing the 
Pindavas to return, set out for his own city, with swift horses 
(yoked unto his car). ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and thirty- fourth Section in 
the Draupadi-Satyabham& samv&da of the Yana Parva. 

Section OOXXXV. 

( Ghosha-ycLtrd Parva . ) 

Janamejaya said.— » M While those foremost of men— the 
sons of Prithi— were passing their days in the forest exposed 
to the inclemencies of the winter, the summer, the wind 
and the sun, what did they do, O Br&hmana, after they had 
reached the lake and woods going by the name of Dwaita ? ’* , 
Yai$amp&yana said.— * After the sons of P&ndu had arrived 
at that lake, they chose a residence that was removed from the 
habitations of men, And they began to roam through de* 
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lighfcful woods and over charming mountains and picturesque 
river-valleys. And after they had taken up their residence 
there, many venerable ascetics endued with Vedic lore often 
came to see them. And those foremost of men always re* 
ceived those Feda-knowing Bishis with great respect. And 
one day there came unto the Kaurava princes a certain Br&h* 
mana who was well-known on earth for his powers of Bpeech, 
And having conversed with the P&ndavaa for a while, he 
went away as pleased him to the court of the royal son of 
Vichitravirya. Received with respect by that chief of the 
Kurus, the old king, the Brfthmana took his seat; and asked 
by the monarch, began to talk of the sons of Dharma, Favana, 
and Indra, and of the twins, all of whom having fallen into 
severe misery, had become emaciated and reduced owing to 
exposure to wind and sun. And that Brahmana also talked 
of Krishna who was overwhelmed with suffering and who 
then had become perfectly helpless, although she had heroes 
for her lords. And hearing the words of that Brahmana, the 
royal son of Vichitrkvirya became afflicted with grief, at the 
thought of those princes of royal lineage then swimming 
in a river of sorrow. His inmost soul afflicted with sorrow, 
and trembling all over with sighs, he quieted himself with 
a great effort, remembering that everything had arisen from 
his own fault. And the monarch said, — ‘Alas, how is it that 
Yudhishthira who is the eldest of my sons, who is truthful 
and pious and virtuous in his behaviour, who hath 'ot a foe, 
and who had formerly slept on beds made of soft Rankw 
skins, sleepeth now on the bare ground ! Alas, wakened for- 
merly by Sutas and Maghadas and other singers with his 
praises melodiously recited every morning, that prince of 
the Kuru race, equal unto Indra himself, is now waked from 
the bare ground* towards the small hours of the night by a 
multitude of birds ! How doth Vrikodara, reduced by ex- 
posure to wind and sun and filled with wrath, sleep, in the 
presence of the princess of Panch&ta, on the bare ground, un- 
fit asrhe is to suffer such lot ! Perhaps also, the intelligent 
Aijuna, who is incapable of bearing pain, and who though 
obedient tb the will of Yudhishthira, yet feeleth himself to 
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be pierced aver all by the remembrance of his wrongB, sleepetb 
not in the night ! Beholding the twine and Krishni and 
Yudhishthira and Bhima plunged in misery, Arjuna with* 
out doubt, sigheth like a serpent of fierce energy and sleep* 
eth not from wrath in the night ! The twins also, who ara 
even like a couple of blessed celestials in heaven, sunk in woe 
though deserving of bliss, without doubt pass their nights in 
restless wakefulness, restrained (from avenging their wrongs) 
by virtue and truth ! The mighty son of the Wind-god, 
who is equal to the Wind-god himself in strength, without 
doubt sigheth and restraineth bis wrath, being tied through 
his elder brother in the bonds of truth ! Superior in battle 
to all warriors, he now lieth quiet on the ground, restrained 
by virtue and truth, and burning to slay my children, he 
bideth his time. The cruel words that Dus 9 asana spoke after 
Yudhishthira had been deceitfully defeated at dice, have sunk 
deep into Vrikodara’s heart, and are consuming him, like a 
burning bundle of straw consuming a faggot of dry wood ! 
The son of Dharma never acteth sinfully ; Dhananjaya also 
always obeyeth him ; but Bhima’s wrath, in consequence of 
a life of exile, is increasing like a conflagration assisted by the 
wind ! That hero, burning with rage such as that, squeezethr 
his hands and breatheth hot and fierce sighs, as if consuming 
therewith my sons and grandsons ! The wielder of the 
Oandiva and Vrikodara, when angry, are like Yama and 
Kila themselves : scattering their shafts, which are like unto 
thunder-bolts, they exterminate in battle the ranks of the 
enemy ! Alas, Duryodhana, and Sakuni, and the Suta's son; 
and Dus9asana also of wicked soul, in robbing the Fandavas 
of their kingdom by means of dice, seem to behold the hony 
alone without marking the terrible fall ! A man having 
acted rightly or wrongly, expecteth the fruit of those acts* 
The fruit, however, confounding him, paralyses him fully* 
How can man, thereof, have salvation ? If the soil is 
properly tilled, and the seed sown thereon, and if the god 
(of rain) showereth in season, still the crop may not grow^ 
This is what we often hear. Indeed, how could this saying 
be true unless, as I think, it be that everything here is de« 
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pendent on Destiny ? The gambler Sakuni hath behaved de« 
ceitfully towards the son of P&ndu, who ever acteth honestly. 
From affection for my wicked sons I also have acted similarly, 
Alas, it is owing to this that the hour of destruction hath 
come for the Kurus ! Or, perhaps, what is inevitable must 
happen ! The wind, impelled or not, will move. The wo- 
man that conceives will bring forth. Darkness will be dis- 
pelled at dawn, and day disappear at evening! Whatever 
may be earned by us or others, whether people spend it or 
not, when the time cometh, those possessions of ours do bring 
on misery. Why then do people become so anxious about 
earning wealth ? If, indeed, what is acquired is the result 
of fate, then should it be protected so that it may not be 
divided, nor lost little by little, nor permitted to flow out 
at once, for if unprotected, it may break into an hundred 
fragments. But whatever the character of our possessions, 
our acts in the world are never lost. Behold what the energy 
of Arjuna is, who went into the abode of Indra from the 
woods ! Having mastered the four kinds of celestial weapons, 
he hath come back into this world I What man is there 
who having gone to heaven in his human form wisheth to 
come back ? This would never have been but because he 
seeth innumerable Kurus to be at the point of Death, afflict- 
ed by Time ! The bowman is Arjuna, capable of wielding 
the bow with his left hand as well ! The bow he wieldeth is 
the Gandivat of fierce impetus. He hath, besides, those celes- 
tial weapons of his ! Who is there that would bea*. the 
energy of these three ? * 

“Hearing these words of the monarch, the son of Suvala, 
going unto Duryodhana, who was then sitting with Kama, 
told them everything in private. And Duryodhana, though 
possessed of little sense, was filled with grief at what he 
heard. ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and thirty-fifth Section in 
the Ghosha-yatri of the Yana Parva. 



Section CCXXXVI. 

( Ohosha-yatrd Parva continued . ) 

Vai$ampayana said, — “ Hearing those words of Dhnta* 
rashtra, Sakuni, when the opportunity presented, aid9 by 
Kama, spoke unto Duryodhana these words : — ‘Having 
exiled the heroic Panda vas by thy own prowess, 0 Bharata, 
rule thou this earth without a rival, like the slayer of Sam* 
vara ruling the heaven ! O monarch, the kings of the east, 
the south, the west, and the north, have all been made 
tributary to thee ! 0 lord of earth, that blazing Prosperity 
which had before paid her court to the sons of Pandu, 
hath now been acquired by thee along with thy brothers ! 
That blazing Prosperity, O king, which we not many days ago 
saw with heavy hearts in Yudhishthira at Indraprastha, is 
today seen by us to be owned by thee, she having, O mighty- 
armed monarch, been snatched by thee from the royal Yu- 
dhishthira by force of intellect alone ! O slayer of hostile 
heroes, all the kings of the earth are now living in subjec- 
tion to thee, awaiting thy commands, as they did before under 
Yudhishthira, awaiting his ! O monarch, the goddess Earth 
with her boundless extent and girth of seas, with her mount- 
ains and forests, and towns and cities and mines, and decked 
with woodlands and hills, is now thine ! Adored by the 
Brahmanas and worshipped by the kings, thou blazest forth, 
O king, in consequence of thy prowess, like the Sun among 
the gods in heaven ! Surrounded by the Kurus, O king, 
like Yama by the Rudras, or Vasava by the Maruts, thou 
shinest, O monarch, like the Moon among the stars ! Let 
us, therefore, O king, go and look at the sons of Panda— 
them who are now divested of prosperity, them who never 
obeyed commands, them who never owed thee subjection I 
It hath been heard by us, O monarch, that the P&ndavaa 
are now living on the banks of the lake called Dwaitavana t 
with a multitude of Brahmanas, having *the wilderness for 
their home. Go thither, 0 king, in all thy prosperity, 
scorching the sons of Pandu with, a sight of thy glory, lik$ 
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the Sun scorching everything with his hot rays ! Thyself a 
sovereign end they divested of sovereignty, thyself in pros- 
perity and they divested of it, thyself possessing affluence 
and they in poverty, behold now, O king, the sons of Pandu. 
Letfehe sons of P&ndu behold thee like Yayati the son of 
Nslftha, accompanied by a large train of followers and 
enjoying bliss that is great. O king, that blazing Prosperity 
which is seen by both one’s friends and foes, is regarded as 
well-bestowed! What happiness can be more complete 
than that which he enjoyeth who while himself in prosperity, 
feoketh upon his foes in adversity, like a person on the hill- 
top looking down upon another crawling on the earth ? O 
tiger among kings, the happiness that one derives from 
beholding his foes in grief, is greater than what one may 
derive from the acquisition of offspring or wealth or kingdom ! 
What hapiness will not be his who, himself in affluence, will 
cast bis eyes on Dhananjaya attired in barks and deer-skins ? 
Let thy wife dressed in costly robes look at the woeful Krish- 
na clad in barks and deer-skins, and enhance the latter’s 
griefs ! Let the daughter of Drupada reproach herself and 
her life, divested as she is of wealth, for the sorrow that she 
will feel upon beholding thy wife decked in ornaments will 
be far greater than what she had felt in the midst of the 
assembly (when Dusgasana had dragged her there) I’ ” 

Vaigampiyana continued. — “ Having thus spoken unto 
the king, Karna and Sakuni both remained silent, O Janame- 
jaya, after their discourse was over, ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and thirty-sixth Section in the 
Ghosha-yAtra of the Yana Farva. 

Section OCXXXVII. 

( Ghosha-yatrcL Pdrva continued . ) 

Yai$amp2yana B&id. — “ Having heard these words of 
Kama, king Duryodhana became highly pleased Soon after, 
however, the prince became melancholy and addressing the 
speaker said, — ‘What thou tellest me, O Karna, is always be- 
fore my mind ! I shell not, however, obtain permission to re* 
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pair to the place where the Pandavas are residing. King 
Dhritarashtra is always grieving for those heroes. Indeed, 
the king regardeth the sons of Pandu to have become more 
powerful than before, in consequence of their ascetic auster- 
ities, Or, if the king understands our motives, he will never, 
having regard to the future, grant us permission, for, O thou 
of great effulgence, we can have no other business in the 
woods of Dwaitavana than the destruction of the Pandavas 
in exile ! Thou knowest the words that Kshatri spoke to 
me, to thyself, and to the son of Suvala, at the time of the 
match at dice ! Reflecting upon all those words as also upon 
all those lamentations (that he and others indulged in), I can 
not make up my mind as to whether I should or should not 
go ! I shall certainly be highly pleased if I cast my eyes on 
Bhima and Falguna passing their days in pain with KrishnS 
in the woods. The joy that I may feel in obtaining the 
sovereignty of the entire Earfchis nothing to that which 
will be mine upon beholding the sons of Pandu attired in 
barks of trees and deer-skins. What joy can be greater, O 
Kama, than what will be mine upon beholding the daughter 
of Drupada dressed in red rags in the woods ? If king Yu- 
dhishthira and Bhima the son of Pandu behold me graced 
with great affluence, then only I shall have attained the 
great end of my life ! I do not, however, see the means by 
which I may repair to those woods, by which, in fact, I may 
obtain the king’s permission to go thither ! Contrive thou, 
therefore, some skilful plan, with Suvala’s son and Dus^sana, 
by which we may go to those woods ! I also, making up my 
mind today as to whether I should go or not, approach the 
presence of the king tomorrow. And when I shall be sitting 
with Vishma — that best of the Kurus — thou wilt, with 
Sauvala, propose the pretext which thou mayst have contrived. 
Hearing then the words of Bishma and of the king, on the 
subject of our journey, I will settle everything, beseeching 
our grandfather !’ 

“ Saying ‘So be it/ they then all went away to their res- 
pective quarters/ And as soon as the night had passed 
away, Kama came to the king. And coming to him, Kama 
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smilingly spoke unto Duryodhana, saying, e A plan hath been 
contrived by me. Listen to it, O lord of men ! Our herds 
are now waiting in the woods of Dwaitavana in expecta- 
tion of thee ! Without doubt, we may all go there under 
the pretext of supervising our cattle-stations, for, O monarch, 
it is proper that kings should frequently repair to their cattle- 
stations. If this be the motive put forth, thy father, O* 
prince, will certainly grant thee permission l* And while 
Duryodhana and Kama were thus conversing about the pre- 
text of seeing the cattle-stations, Sakuni the king of Gan- 
dhara, laughingly addressed them and said, ‘This plan, free 
from difficulties, was what I also saw for going thither l The 
king will certainly grant us permission, or even send us 
thither of his own accord ! Our herds are now all waiting 
in the woods of Dwaitavana expecting thee ! Without doubt, 
we may all go there, under the pretext of supervising our 
cattle-stations I* 

“ They then all three laughed together, and gave their 
hands unto one another. And having arrived at that conclu- 
sion, they went to see the chief of the Kurus. ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and thirty-seventh Section in 
the Ghosha-yatra of the Yana Parva. 


Section CCXXXVIII. 

( Ghosha-yatra Parva continued . ) 

Vai$ampayana said. — “ They then all saw king Dhrit xrash- 
tra, O Janamejaya, and having seen him, enquired after his 
welfare, and were, in return, asked about their welfare! 
Then a cow-herd named Samanga, who had been instructed 
before-hand by them, approaching the king, spoke unto him 
of the cattle. Then the son of Radha and Sakuni, O king, 
addressing Dhritarashtra, that foremost of monarchs, said, 
‘O Kaurava, our cattle-stations are now in a delightful place. 
The time for their tale as also for marking the calves hath 
come* And, O monarch, this also is an excellent season for 
thy son to go ahunting ! It behoveth thee, therefore, to 
grant permission to Duryodhana to go thither J* 
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"Dhritarashtra replied, ‘The chase of the deer, as also 
the examination of cattle, is very proper, O child ! I think* 
indeed, that the herdsmen are not to be trusted. But we have 
heard that those tigers among men, the Pandavas, are now 
staying in the vicinity of those cattle-stations. I think* 
therefore, ye should not go thither yourselves ! Defeated 
by decietful means, they are now living in the deep forest in 
great suffering. O Radheya, they are mighty warriors, and 
naturally able, they are now devoted to ascetic austerities. 
King Yudhishthira will nob suffer his wrath to be awakened, 
but Bhimasena is naturally passionate. The daughter of 
Yajnasena is Energy's self. Full of pride and folly, ye ara 
certain to give offence. Endued with ascetic merit, she will 
certainly consume you ! Or, perhaps, those heroes, armed 
with swords and other weapons and filled with wrath, may 
consume you with the fire of their weapons ! Or, if from 
force of numbers, ye seek to injure them in any respect, 
that will be a highly improper act, although, as I think, 
ye will never be able to succeed. The mighty-armed Dhanan- 
jaya hath lived for sometime in the abode of Indra, and 
having obtained celestial weapons hath returned thence to 
the forest. While unaccomplished in arms, Yivatsu had 
subjugated the whole earth before. A mighty warrior as ho 
is and accomplished in arms now, will he not be able to slay 
you all ? Or, if in obedience to my words, ye behave carefully 
having repaired thither, ye will not be able to live happily 
there in consequence of the anxiety ye will feel owing to a 
state of continued trustlessness. Or, some soldier of yours 
may do some injury to Yudhishthira, and that unpremeditated 
act will be ascribed to your fault. Therefore, let some faithful 
men proceed there for the work of tale ! I do not think it is 
proper for thee, O Bharata, to go thither thyself !’ 

“Sakuni said, — ‘The eldest of the sons of Pandu is cogni- 
sant of morality. He pledged in the midst of the assembly, 
O Bharata, that he would live for twelve years in the forest. 
The other sons of Pandu are all virtuous and obedient to 
Yudhishthira. And Yudhishthira himself, the son of Kunti* 
will never bo angry with us, Indeed, we desire very much 
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to go on a bunting expedition, and will avail of that oppor- 
tunity for supervising the tale of our cattle. We have no 
mind to see the sons of Pandu. We will not go to that spot 
where the Pandavas have taken up their residence, and conse- 
quently no exhibition of misconduct can possibly arise on 
our part/ ” 

Vai$ampayana continued. — “ Thus addressed by Sakuni, 
that lord of men, Dhritarashtra, granted permission, but 
not very willingly, to Duryodhana and his counsellors to go 
to the place. And permitted by the monarch, the Bharata 
prince born of Gkndhari started, accompanied by Kama and 
surrounded by a large host. And he was also accompanied 
by Dusgasana and Suvala’s son of great intelligence and by 
many other brothers of his and by ladies in thousands. And 
as the mighty-armed prince started for beholding the lake 
that was known by the name of Dwaitavana , the citizens 
(of Hastina), also accompanied by their wives, began to follow 
him to that forest. Eight thousand cars, thirty-thousand 
elephants, nine-thousand horses, and many thousands of foot- 
soldiers, and carriages and shops and pavilions and traders and 
bards and men trained in the ways of the chase by hundreds 
and thousands followed the prince. And as the king started, 
followed by this large concourse of people, the uproar that 
was caused there resembled, O king, the deep tumult of 
the raging winds in the rainy season. And reaching the 
lake of Dwaitavana with all his followers and vehicles, king 
Duryodhana took up his quarters at the distai iq of four 
miles from it. ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and thirty-eighth Section in 
the Ghosha-yatra of the Vana Parva. 

Section OOXXXIX. 

( Qhosha-yatra Parva continued. ) 

Vai^ampayana said, — “ King Duryodhana then, moving 
from forest to forest, at'Jast approached the cattle-stations, and 
encamped his troops. And his attendants, selecting a well- 
known and delightful spot that abounded with water and 
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trees and that possessed every convenience, constructed an 
abode for him, And near enough to the royal residence they 
also erected separate abodes for Kama and Sakuni and the 
brothers of the king. And the king beheld his cattle by 
hundreds and thousands, and examining their limbs and 
marks supervised their tale. And he caused the calves to be 
marked and took note of those that required to be tamed* 
And he also counted those kine whose calves had not yet 
been yeaned. And completing the task of tale by marking 
and counting every calf that was three years old, the Kuru 
prince, surrounded by the cow-herds, began to sport and 
wander cheerfully. And the citizens also and the soldiera 
by thousands began to sport, as best pleased them, in those 
woods, like the celestials. And the herds-men, well-skilled 
in singing and dancing and instrumental music, and virgirtB 
decked in ornaments, began to minister to the pleasures of 
Dhritar&shtra's son. And the king surrounded by the ladies 
of the royal household began to cheerfully distribute wealth 
and food and drink3 of various kinds amongst those that 
sought to please him, according to their deserts. 

“ And the king, attended by all his followers, began also to 
slay hyenas and buffalos and deer and gayals and bears and 
boars all around. And the king, piercing by his shafts those 
animals by thousands in the deep forest, caused the deer to 
be caught in the more delightful parts of the woods. Drink- 
ing milk and enjoying, O Bharata, various other delicious 
articles, and beholding, as he proceeded, many delightful 
forests and woods swarming with bees inebriate with floral 
hony and resounding with the notes of the peaceck, the king at 
last reached the sacred lake of Dwaitavana . And the spot 
which the king reached swarmed with bees inebriate with 
floral honey, and echoed with the mellifluous notes of the 
blue-throated jay, and was shaded by Saptacchadas and 
Punnagas and VakuZas, And the king graced with high 
prosperity proceeded thither like the thunder-wielding chief 
himself of the celestials. And, O thou best of the Kuru 
race, king Yudhiahthira the just, endued with high intelli- 
gence, was then, 0 monarch, residing in the vicinity of that 
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lake at will and celebrating with bis wedded wife tbe daughter 
of Drupada the diurnal sacrifice called Rajarshi , according to 
the ordinance sanctioned for the celestials and persons living 
in the wilderness. And, O monarch, having reached that 
spot, Duryodhana commanded his men by thousands, saying, 
*Let pleasure-houses be constructed soon/ Thus commanded, 
those doers of the king’s behests replying unto the Kuru chief, 
saying, *So be it/ went towards the banks of the lake for 
constructing pleasure-houses. And as the picked soldiers of 
Dhritarashtra’s son, having reached the region of the lake, 
were about to enter the gates of the wood, a number of Gan- 
dharvas appeared and forbade them to enter. For, O monarch, 
the king of the Gandharvas, accompanied by his followers, 
had come thither before-hand, from the abode of Kuvera. 
And the king of the Gandharvas had also been accompanied 
by the several tribes of Apsaras as also by the sons of the 
celestials. And intent upon sport, he had come to that place for 
merriment, and occupying it, had closed it against all comers. 
And the attendants of the (Kuru) king, finding the lake 
closed by the king of the Gandharvas, went back, O monarch, 
to where the royal Duryodhana was. And Duryodhana having 
heard these words, despatched a number of his warriors diffi- 
cult of being subjugated in battle, commanding them to 
drive away the Gandharvas. And those warriors who formed 
the vanguard of the Kuru army, hearing these words of 
the king, went back to the lake of Dwaitavana and. address- 
ing the Gandharvas, said, ‘The mighty king Duryodhana— 
the son of Dbritarashtra— is coming hither for sport. Stand 
ye aside, therefore !' Thus addressed by them, O king, the 
Gandharvas laughed and replied unto those men in these 
harsh words : — ‘Your wicked king Suyodhana must be desti- 
tute of sense. How else could he have thus commanded ua 
that are dwellers of heaven, as if, indeed, we were his ser- 
vants ? Without forethought, ye also are doubtless on the 
point of death ; for senseless idiots as ye are, ye have dared 
to bring us his message ! Return ye soon to where that king 
of the Kurus is, or else go this very day to the abode of Yama/ 
Thus addressed by the Gandharvas, the advanced guard of 
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the king’s army ran back to the place where the royal son of 
Dhritarashtra was.” 

Thus ends the two hundred and thirty-ninth Section in the 
Ghosba-yatra of the Vana Parva, 

Section CCXL. 

( Ghosha-ydtrd Parva continued . ) 

Vaigampayana said,— ‘Those soldiers then, O king, all 
went back to Duryodhana and repeated to him every word 
that the Gandharvas had said. And, O Bharata, finding 
that his soldiers had been opposed by the Gandharvas* 
Dhritarashtra’s son, endued with energy, was filled with rage. 
And the king addressed his soldiers, saying, ‘Punish these 
wretches who desire to oppose my will, even if they have 
come hither to sport, accompanied by all the celestials with 
him of an hundred sacrifices \ 9 And hearing these words of 
Duryodhana, the sons and officers of Dhritarashtra, all en- 
dued with great strength, as also warriors by thousands, 
began to arm themselves for battle. And filling the ten sides 
with loud leonine roars and crushing all those Gandharvas 
that had been guarding the gates, they entered the forest. 
And as the Kuru soldiers entered the forest, other Gandhar- 
vas came up and forbade them to advance. And though 
gently forbidden by the Gandharvas to advance, the Kuru 
soldiers, without regarding them in the least, began to en- 
ter that mighty forest. And when those rangers of the sky 
found that the Dhartarashtra warriors along with their king 
could not be stopped by words, they ail went to their king 
Chitrasena and represented everything unto him. And when 
Chitrasena the king of the Gandharvas learnt everything, 
he became filled with rage, and alluding to the Kurus, com- 
manded his followers, saying, ‘Punish these wretches of 
wicked behaviour/ And, O Bharata, when the Gandharvas 
were so commanded by Chitrasena, they rushed, weapons 
in hand, towards the DhRrtarashtra ranks. And beholding 
the Gandharvas impetuously rushing towards them with 
upraised weapons, the Kuru warriors precipitately fled in all 
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directions in the very sight of Duryodhana. And beholding 
the Kuru soldiers all flying from the field with their backs to 
the foe, the heroic Radheya alone fled not. And seeing the 
mighty hpst of the Gandharvas rushing towards him, Ra- 
dheya checked them by a perfect shower of arrows. And 
the Suta f 8 son, owing to his extreme lightness of hand, 
struck hundreds of Gandharvas with Kshurapras and arrows 
and Bhalla8 and various weapons made of bones and 
steel, And that mighty warrior, causing the heads of nu- 
merous Gandharvas to roll down within a short time, mado 
the ranks of Chitrasena to yell in anguish. And although 
they were slaughtered in great numbers by Kama endued 
with great intelligence , yet the Gandharvas returned to the 
charge by hundreds and thousands. And in consequence of 
the swarms of Chitrasena’s warriors rushing impetuous- 
ly to the field, the earth itself became soon covered by 
the Gandharva host. Then king Duryodhana, and Sakuni 
the son of Suvala, and Dus 9 &sana, and Yikarna, and other 
sons of Dhritarastra, seated on cars the clatter of whose 
wheels resembled the roars of Gadura, returned to the charge, 
following the lead of Kama, and began to slaughter that 
host. And desirous of supporting Kama, these princes in- 
vested the Gandharva army, with a large number of cars 
and a strong body of horse. Then the whole of the Gand- 
dharva host began to fight with the Kauravas. And the 
encounter that took place between the contending hosts was 
fierce in the extreme and might make one’s hair stuad on 
end. The Gandharvas at last, afflicted with the shafts of 
the Kuru army, seemed to be exhausted. And the Kauravas 
beholding the Gandharvas so afflicted, sent up a loud sound. 

“ And seeing the Gandharva host yielding to fear, the 
angry Chitrasena sprang from his seat, resolved to exterminate 
the Kuru army. And conversant with various modes of 
warfare, he waged on the fight, aided by his weapons of 
illusion. And the Kaurava warriors were then all deprived 
of their senses by the illusion of Chitrasena. And then, 
O Bharata, it seemed that every warrior of the Kuru army 
was fallen upon and surrounded by ten Gandharvas. And 
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attacked with great vigor, the Kuru host was greatly afflicted : 
and struck with panic, O king, all of them that liked to 
live, fled from the field* Bat while the entire Dh&rtadUhtm 
host broke and fleet Kama the offspring of the Sun stood 
there, O king, immovable as a hill. Indeed, Duryodbana 
and Kama and Sakuni the son of Suvala, all fought with the 
Gandharvas, although every one of them was much wounded 
and mangled in the encounter. All the Gandharvas then, 
desirous of slaying Kama, rushed together by hundreds and 
thousands towards Kama. And those mighty warriors, 
desirous of slaying the Suta’s son, surrounded him on all 
sides, with swords and battle-axes and spears. And some 
cut down the yoke of his car, and some his flagstaff, and 
some the shaft of his car, and some his horses, and some 
his charioteer. And some cut down his umbmlla, and some 
the wooden fender round his car, and some the 4 joints of his 
car. It was thus that many thousands of Gandharvs, to- 
gether attacking his car, broke it into minute* fragments. And 
while his car was thus attacked, Kama leaped therefrom with 
sword and shield in hand, and mounting on Vikarna s car, 
urged the steeds for saving himself. ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and fortieth Section in the 
Ghosha-yStra of the Yana Parva. 


Section CGXLI. 

( Ghosha-ydtrd Parva continued . ) 

Vaigamphyana said. — “ After that great warrior Kama 
had been routed by the Gandharvas, the whole of the Kuru 
army, O monarch, fled from the field in the very sight 
of Dhritar&shtra’s son. And beholding all his troops fly- 
ing from the field of battle with their back to the foe, 
king Duryodbana refused to fly. Seeing the mighty host 
of the Gandharvas rushing towards him, that repressor of 
foes poured down upon them a thick shower of arrows. 
The Gandharvas, hopyv%r, without regarding that arrowy 
shower, and desirous also of slaying him, surrounded that 
car of his. And by means of their arrows, they cut off 
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into fragments the yoke, the shaft, the fenders, the flag- 
staff, the three-fold bamboo poles, and the principal turret 
of his car. And they also slew his charioteer and horses, 
backing them to pieces. And when Daryodhana, deprived 
of his car, fell on the ground, the strong-armed Chitrasena 
rushed towards him and seized him in such a way that it 
seemed his life itself was taken. And after the Kuru king 
bad been seized, the Gandharvas, surrounding Dusgftsana, 
who was seated on his car, also took him prisoner. And 
some Gandharvas seized Vivinggati and Chitrasena, and some 
Vinda and Anuvinda, while others seized all the ladies of 
royal household. And the warriors of Duryodhana, who were 
routed by the Gandharvas, joining those who had fled first, 
approached the Pandavas (who were living in the vicinity.) 
And after Duryodhana had been made captive, the vehicles, the 
shops, the pavilions, the carriages, and the draught animals, 
all were made over to the Pandavas for protection. And 
those soldiers said. The mighty-armed son of Dhritarashtra 
possessed of great strength and handsome mein, is being 
taken away captive by the Gandharvas ! Ye sons of Pritha, 
follow them ! Dus 9 asana, Durvishaha, Durmukha, and 
Durjaya, are all being led away as captives in chains by 
the Gandharvas, as also all the ladies of the royal house- 
hold 1* 

“ Crying thus, the followers of Duryodhana, afflicted with 
grief and melancholy, approached Yudhishthira, desirous of 
effecting the release of the king. Bhima then answered 
those old attendants of Duryodhana, who, afflicted with grief 
and melancholy, were thus soliciting (the aid of Yudhishthira), 
saying, ‘What we should have done with great efforts, arraying 
ourselves in line of battle, supported by horses and elephants 
hath, indeed, been done by the Gandharvas ! They that came 
hither for other purposes, have been overtaken by con- 
sequences they had not foreseen ! Indeed, this is the result of 
the evil counsels of a king who is fond of deceitful play 1 It 
hath been heard by us that the foe of a person who is power- 
less, is overthrown by others. The Gandharvas have, in an 
extraordinary way, illustrated before our eyes the truth of 
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this Baying ! It seems that there is still fortunately some 
person in tho world who is desirous of doing us good, who 
hath, indeed, taken upon bis own shoulders our pleasant load, 
although we are sitting idly ! The wretch had come hither 
to cast his eyes on us, — himself in prosperity while ourselves 
are sunk in adversity and emaciated by ascetic austerities 
and are exposed to wind, cold, and heat. They that imitate 
the behaviour of that sinful and wreched Kaurava, are now 
beholding his disgrace !* He that had instructed Duryodhana 
to do this, had certainly acted sinfully. That the sons of 
Kunti are not wicked and sinful, I tell it before you all !’ 

“ And while Bhima the son of Kunti was speaking thus 
in a voice of sarcasm, king Yudhishthira told him, ‘This is 
not the time for cruel words !* 99 

Thus ends the two hundred and forty-first Section in 
the Ghosha-yatra of the Vans Parva, 


Section OCXLII. 

( Ghosha-yatra Parva continued. ) 

“Yudhishthira said, f O child, why dost thou use language 
such as this, towards the frightened Kurus, who are now in 
adversity and who have come to us, solicitious of protection f 
O Yrikodara, disunions and disputes do take place amongst 
those that are connected in blood. Hostilities such as these 
do go on. Bub the honor of the family is never suffered to 
be interfered with. If any stranger seeketh to insult the 
honor of a family, they that are good never tolerate such in- 
sult coming from the stranger. The wicked-souled king of 
the Gandharvas knoweth that we are living here for some- 
time. Yet disregarding us, he hath done this deed which is 
so disagreeable to us ! O exalted one, from this forcible 
seizure of Duryodhana and from this insult to the ladies of 
our house by a stranger, our family honor is being destroyed ! 
Therefore, ye tigers among men, arise and arm yourselves 
without delay for rescuing those that have sought our proteo 


* This is an allusion to Kama and others, — T. 



tion and for gadding the honor of otir family ! To tigers among^ 
men, let Arjuna and the twins and thyself also that art 
brave and unvanquished , liberate Suyodhana, who is even 
now being taken away a captive 1 Te foremost of warriors, 
these blazing cars furnished with golden flagstaffs and every 
kind of weapons, belonging to Dhritar&shtra’s sons, are 
ready here. With Indrasena and other qharioteers skilled in 
arms, for guiding them, ride ye on these ever-furnished cars 
of deep rattle ! And riding on these, exert ye with activity 
for fighting with the Gandharvas to liberate Duryodhana ! 
Even an ordinary Kshatriya (amongst those that are here), 
would to the height of his power, protect one that hath come 
hither for refuge ! What then, O Yrikodara, shall I say of 
thee ? Entreated for assistance in such words as — 0 hasten 
to my aid ! — who is there (amongst those standing around 
me) that is high-souled enough to assist even his foe, behold- 
ing him seeking shelter with joined hands ? The bestowal of 
a boon, sovereignty, and the birth of a son, are sources of 
great joy. But, ye sons of Pandu, the liberation of a foe 
from distress is equal to all the three put together ! What 
can be a source of greater joy to you than that Suyodhana 
sunk in distress seeketh his very life as depending on the 
might of your arms ? O Yrikodara, if the vow in which 
I am engaged had by this been over, there is little doubt 
that I would myself have run to his aid ! Strive thou by all 
means, O Bharata, to liberate Suyodhana by the arts of con- 
ciliation! If, however, the king of the Gandharvas cannot 
be managed by the arts of conciliation, then must thoa try 
to rescue Suyodhana by lightly skrimishlng with the foe. 
But if the chief of the Gandharvas do not let the Kurus off 
even then, they must be rescued by crushing the foe by 
all means ! O Yrikodara, this is all I can tell thee now, for 
my vow hath been begun and is not ended yet !* ” 

Vaiqampkyana continued. “ Hearing these words of Ajata- 
qatru, Dhananjaya pledged himself, from respect for those 
commands of his superior to liberate the Kauravas. And 
Arjuna said, Tf the Gandharvas do not set the Dharta- 
rashtras free peacefully, the Earth shall this day drink the 
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blood of the king of the Gandharvas P And hearing that 
pledge of the truth-speaking Arjuna, the Kauravas than, O 
king, regained (the lost) tenour of their minds. ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and forty-second Section ill 
the Ghosha-yktr& of the Yana Parva. 


Section OOXLIII. 

( Gho8ha yatrci Parva continued . ) 

VaigampSLyana said. “ Hearing the words of Yudhish- 
thira, those bulls among men, headed by Bhimasena, rose up 
with faces beaming in joy. And those mighty warriors, O Bha- 
rata, then began to case themselves in impenetrable mail that 
were besides variegated with pure gold, and arm themselves 
with celestial weapons of various kinds. And the Pandavas 
thus cased in mail, and mounted on those chariots furnished 
with flagstaff's and, armed with bow and arrows, looked like 
blazing fires. And those tigers among warriors, riding upon 
those well-furnished cars drawn by fleet horses, proceeded 
to that spot without losing a moment. And beholding those 
mighty warriors — the sons of Pandu — thus proceeding together 
(for the liberation of Duryodhana), the Kuru army sent forth 
a loud shout. And soon did those rangers of the sky flushed 
with victory, and those impetuous warriors, the sons of P&ndu, 
fearlessly encountered each other in that forest. The Gan- 
dharvas were flushed with success, and beholding the four 
brave sons of Pandu coming to battle seated on their cars, 
they all turned back towards the advancing combatants. And 
the dwellers of the Gandhamadana, beholding the Pandavas 
looking like the blazing guardians of the world provoked to ire, 
stood arrayed in order of battle. And, 0 Bhirata, in accord- 
ance with the words of king Yudhishthira of great wisdom, 
the encounter that took place was a skirmish. But when 
Arjuna — that persecutor of foes — saw that the foolish soldiers 
of the king of Gandharvas could not be made to understand 
what was good for them by means of a light skrimish, ha 
addressed those invincible rangers of the skies in a conciliatory 
tone and said, 'Leave ye my brother king Suyodhana f Thus 
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addressed by ike illustrious son of P&ndu, the Gandharvas, 
laughing aloud, replied unto him, saying, *0 child, there is 
but one in the world whose behests we obey, and living under 
whose rule we pass our days in happiness : O Bharata, we 
always act as that one only person commandeth us ! Besides 
that celestial chief, there is none that can command us l* 
Thus addressed by the Gandharvas, Dhananjaya, the son of 
Kunti, replied unto them, saying, ‘This contact with other 
peoples’s wives and this hostile encounter with human beings 
are acts that are both censurable in the king of the Gan- 
dharvas and not proper for him. Therefore, leave ye these 
sons of Dhritarashtra all endued with mighty energy ! And 
liberate ye also these ladies, at the command of king Yu- 
dhishthira the just ! If, ye Gandharvas, ye do not set the 
sons of Dhritarashtra free peacefully, I shall certainly rescue 
Suyodhana (and his party) by exerting my prowess.’ And 
speaking unto them thus, Pritha’s son Dhananjaya, capable 
of wielding the bow with his left hand also, then rained 
a shower of sharp-pointed sky-ranging shafts upon those 
rangers of the firmament. Thus attacked, the mighty 
Gandharvas then encountered the sons of Pandu with a show 
of arrows equally thick, and the Pandavas also replied by 
attacking those dwellers of heaven. And the battle then, O 
Bharata, that raged between the active and agile Gandharvas 
and the impetuous son of Pandu was fierce in the extreme 1” 

Thus ends the two hundred and forty-third Section in the 
Ghosha-yatra of the Yana Parva. 

Section CCXLIV. 

( Ghosha-yatra Parva continued . ) 

Vaigampayana said. “ Then those Gandharvas decked in 
golden garlands and accomplished in celestial weapons, show- 
ing their blazing shafts, encountered the P&ndavas from every 
side. And as the sons of Pandu were only four in number 
and the Gandharvas counted by thousands, the battle that 
ensued appeared to be extraordinary. And as the cars of 
Kama and Duryodhana had formerly been broken into an 
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hundred fragments by the Gandharvas, so were the cars of the 
four heroes attempted to be broken. But those tigers among 
men began to encounter with thick showers of arrows thou- 
sands upon thousands of Gandharvas rushing towards them* 
Those rangers of skies endued with great energy, thus checks 
ed on all sides by that arrowy down-pour, succeeded not in 
even coming near to the sons of Pandu. Then Arjuna whose 
ire had been provoked, aiming at the angry Gandharvas, pre- 
pared to hurl against them his celestial weapons. And in that 
encounter, the mighty Arjuna, by means -of his Agneya weapon, 
sent ten hundreds of thousands of Gandharvas to the abode 
of Yama. And that mighty bowman, Bhima also, that fore- 
most of all warriors in battle, slew, by means of his sharp 
arrows, Gandharvas by hundreds. And the mighty sons of 
Madri also, battling with vigor, encounted hundreds of 
Gandharvas, O king, and slaughtered them all. And as the 
Gandharvas were being thus slaughtered by the mighty 
warriors with their celestial weapons, they rose up to the 
skies, taking with them the sons of Dhritarashtra. Bub 
Dhananjaya the son of Kunti, beholding them rise up to the 
skies, surrounded them on every side by a wide net of arrows. 
And confined within that arrowy net like birds within a cage, 
they showered in wrath upon Arjuna maces and darts and 
broad-swords. But Arjuna who was conversant with the most 
efficacious weapons, soon checked that shower of maces and 
darts and broad-swords, and in return began to mangle the 
limbs of his foes by means of his crescent-shaped arrows. 
And heads and legs and arms began to drop down from above 
resembling a shower of stones. And at that sight, the foe 
was struck with panic. And as the Gandharvas were being 
slaughtered by the illustrious son of Pfcndu, they began to 
shower from the skies a heavy down-pour of shafts upon 
Arjuna, who was on the surface of the earth. But that 
chastiser of foes, Arjuna endued with mighty energy, checked 
that shower of arrows by means of his own weapons, and be- 
gan, in return, to wound them. Then Arjuna of the Kuru race 
shot his well-known weapons called Sthunakama t Indra- 
gala, Saura, Agneya , and Saumya, And the Gandharvas^ 

9a 
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consumed by the fiery weapons of Kunti’s son, began to suffer 
heavily, like the sons of Diti, while being scorched by Sakra’s 
thunderbolt* And when they attacked Arjuna from above, 
they were checked by his net of arrows. And while they 
attacked him from all sides on the surface of the earth, they 
were checked by his crescent-shaped arrows. And beholding 
the Gandharvas put in fear by Kunti’s son, Chitrasena rushed, 
O Bharata, at Dhananjaya, armed with a mace. And as the 
king of the Gandharvas was rushing at Arjuna from above 
with that mace in hand, the latter cut with his arrows that 
mace wholly made of iron into seven pieces. And beholding 
that mace of his cut into many pieces by Arjuna of great 
activity, with his arrows, Chitrasena, by means of his science, 
concealed himself from the view of the Pandava and began 
to fight with him. The heroic Arjuna, however, by means 
of his own celestial weapons checked all the celestial wea- 
pons that were aimed at him by the king of the Gandharvas. 
And when the chief of the Gandharvas saw that he was check- 
ed by the illustrious Arjuna with those weapons of his, he 
entirely disappeared from sight by help of his powers of illusion. 
And Arjuna, observing that the chief of the Gandharvas was 
striking at him concealed from sight, attacked his assailant 
with celestial weapons inspired with proper Mantras. And 
the multiform Dhananjaya, filled with wrath, prevented 
the disapearance of his foe by means of his weapon known 
by the name of Sabda-bheda. And assailed with those wea- 
pons by the illustrious Arjuna, his dear friend the king of 
the Gandharvas, showed himself unto him. And Chitrasena 
said, — ‘Behold in me thy friend battling with thee l* And 
beholding his friend Chitrasena exhausted in the battle, that 
bull among the sons of Pandu withdrew the weapons he had 
shot. And the other sons of Pandu, beholding Arjuna with- 
draw his weapons, checked their dying steeds and the im* 
oetus of their weapons, and withdrew their bows. And Chitra- 
lena and Bhima and Arjuna and the twins, enquiring about 
>ne another’s welfare, sat awhile on their respective cars.” 

Thus ends the two hundred and forty-fourth Section in 
he Ghosha-yatra of the Yana Farva* 



Section CCXLV. 

( Ghosha-ydtra Parva continued . ) 

VaigampHyana said* “Then that mighty bowman of bias-* 
mg splendour, Arjuna, smilingly said unto Chitrasena in 
the midst of the Gandharva host, ‘What purpose dost 
thou serve, O hero, in punishing the Kauravas ? O, why 
also hath Suyodhana with his wives been thus punished V 
“ Chitrasena replied, ‘O Dhananjaya, without stirring from 
my own abode I became acquainted with the purpose of the 
wicked Duryodhana and the wretched Kama in coming 
hither. That purpose was even this : knowing that ye are 
exiles in the forest and suffering great afflictions as if ye had 
none to take care of you, himself in prosperity, this wretch 
entertained the desire of beholding you plunged in adversity 
and misfortune ! They came hither for mocking you and the 
illustrious daughter of Drupada. The lord of the celestials 
also, having ascertained this purpose of theirs, told me, — 
Go thou and bring Duryodhana hither in chains along with 
his counsellors. Dhananjaya also with his brothers should 
always be protected by thee in battle, for he is thy dear 
friend and disciple ! — At these words of the lord of the 
celestials I came hither speedily. This wicked prince hath 
also been put in chains. I will now proceed to the region 
of the celestials, whither I will lead this wicked wight at 
the command of the slayer of Paka I* 1 

“ Arjuna answered, saying, ‘0 Chitrasena, if thou wishest 
to do what is agreeable to me, set Suyodhana free, at the com- 
mand of king Yudhishthira the just, for he is our brother !’ 

“ Chitr ina said, ‘This sinful wretch is always full of 
vanity, / deserveth not to be set free. O Dhananjaya, he 
hath deu ived and wronged both king Yudhishthira the just 
and Krishna. Yudhishthira the son of Kunti as yet knoweth 
not the purpose on which the wretch came hither. Let the 
king, therefore, do what he desires after knowing every-* 
thing!’ ” 

Vaigampayana continued, “After this, all of them went 
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to the king Yudhishthira the jusfc. And going unto the 
king, they represented unto him everything about Duryo- 
dhana’s conduct. And Ajata9atru, hearing everything that 
the Gandharvas said, liberated all the Kauravas and ap- 
plauded the Gandharvas. And the king said, ‘Fortunate 
it is for us that though gifted with great strength ye did not 
yet slay the wicked son of Dhritarashtra along with all his 
counsellors and relatives ! This, O sire, hath been an act 
of great kindness done to me by the Gandharvas ! The 
honor also of my family is saved by liberating this wicked 
wight ! I am glad at seeing you all. Command me what I 
am to do for you ! And having obtained all your wishes, re- 
turn ye soon whence ye came I’ 

“Thus addressed by the intelligent son of Pandu, the Gan- 
dharvas became well-pleased and went away with the Ap- 
saras. And the lord of the celestials then, coming to that 
Bpot, revived those Gandharvas that had been slain in the en- 
counter with the Kurus, by sprinkling the celestial Amrita 
over them. And the Pandavas also, having liberated their 
relatives along with the ladies of the royal household, 
and having achieved that difficult feat (the defeat of the 
Gandharva host), became well-pleased. And those illus- 
trious and mighty warriors, worshipped by the Kurus along 
with their sons and wives, blazed forth in splendour, like 
flaming fires in the sacrificial compound. And Yudhishthira 
then addressing the liberated Duryodhana in tue midst 
of his brothers, from affection told him these words : — ‘O 
child, never again do such a rash act ! O Bharata, a rash 
wight never cometh by happiness ! O son of the Kuru race, 
blessed be thou with all thy brothers! Go back to thy 
capital as pleases thee, without yielding thyself to despond- 
ency or cheerlessness !’ ” 

Vai9ampayana continued. “ Thus dismissed by the son 
of Pandu, king Duryodhana then saluted king Yudhishthira 
the just, and overwhelmed with shame, and his heart rent in 
twain, mechanically set out for his capital, like one destitute 
of life. And after the Kaurava prince had left, the brave 
Yudhishthira the son of Kunti, along with his brothers, was 
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worshipped by t^e Brkhmanas, and surrounded by those Brah- 
manas endued with the wealth of asceticism, like Sakra him* 
self by the celestials, he began to pass his days happily in 
the woods of D wait a. ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and forty-fifth Section in the 
Ghosha-yatra of the Yana Parva. 

Section CCXLVI. 

( Ghosha-yatra Parva continued. ) 

Janameyaya said. “ After his defeat and capture by the 
foe and his subsequent liberation by the illustrious 
sons of Pandu by force of arms, it seemeth to me that the 
entry of the proud, wicked, boastful, vicious, insolent, and 
wretched Duryodhana, ever engaged in insulting the sons of 
Pandu and bragging of his own superiority, into Hastinapura, 
must have been exceedingly difficult. Describe to me in detail, 
O Vai^ampayana, the entry into the captial, of that prince 
overwhelmed with shame and unmanned by grief ! ” 

Vai^ampayana said. “ Dismissed by king Yudhishthira 
the just, Dhritarashtra’s son Suyodhana, bending his head 
down in shame and afflicted with grief and melancholy, set 
out slowly. And the king, accompanied by his four kinds of 
forces, proceeded towards his city, his heart rent in grief 
and filled with thoughts of his overthrow. Leaving his 
vehicles along the way in a region that abounded in grass and 
water, the king encamped on a delightful piece of ground as 
pleased him best, with his elephants and cars and cavalry 
and infantry stationed all around. And as king Duryodhana 
was seated on an elevated bedstead endued with the efful- 
gence of fire, himself looking like the moon under an eclipse, 
towards the small hours of the morning, Earna, approaching 
him, said, ‘Fortunate it is, O son of Gandhari, that thou art 
alive! Fortunate it is, that we have once more met! By 
good luck it is, that thou hast vanquished the Gandharvas 
capable of assuming any from at will ! And, O son of the 
Kuru race, it is by good luck alone, that I am enabled to see 
thy brothers— mighty warriors all— come off victorious from 



lCAHABBA.KAflft 


hat encounter, having subjugated their ^oes ! As regard# 
iyael£, assailed by all the Gandharvas, I fled before thy eyes, 
nable to rally our flying host ! Assailed by the foe with al! 
is might, my body mangled with their arrows, I sought 
afety in flight. This, however, O Bh§rata, seemetli to me 
.o be a great marval that I behold you all come safe and sound 
n body, with your wives, troops and vehicles, out of that 
'uperhuman encounter ! O Rharata, there is no other man 
n this world who can achieve what thou, O king, hast 
chieved in battle today with thy brothers.’ ” 

Vaifjampayana continued. “ Thus addressed by Kama, 
tin g Duryodhana replied unto the ruler of the Angas in a 
mice choked with tears . 99 

Thus ends the two hundred and forty-sixth Section in 
.he Ghosha-yatra of the Yana Parva. 


Section CCXLYII. 

( Ghosha-yatra Parva continued . ) 

" Duryodhana said, — ‘O Radheya, thou knowest not what 
ath happened. Therefore, I do not resent thy words. Thou 
Pinkest the hostile Gandharvas to have been vanquished by 
le with my own energy. O thou of mighty arms, my brothers, 
ndeed, had, for a long time, aided by me, fought with the 
Sandharvas. The slaughter, indeed, on both sides was great. 
But when those brave Gandharvas, resorting to their powers of 
llusion, ascended the skies and began to fight with us thence, 
ur encounter with them then ceased to be an equal one. 
)efeat then was ours and even captivity along with our attend- 
ants and counsellors and children and wives and troops 
md vehicles. And afflicted with sorrow, we were being taken 
y them through the skies. It was then that some soldiers 
f ours and some brave officers repaired in grief unto the 
ons of Pandu — those heroes that never refuse succour to those 
hat ask for it. And having gone to them, they said, — Here 
s king Duryodhana, the son of Dhritarashtra, who with his 
younger brothers and friends and wives is being led away 
captive by the Gandharvas along the sky. Blest be ye ! Liber* 
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ate the king along with the women of the royal household ! 
Suffer no insult to be offered unto all the ladies of the Kuru 
race. — And when they had spoken thus, the eldest of P&ndu's 
sons, who is endued with a virtuous soul, then conciliated 
his brothers and commanded them to liberate us. Then fchoso 
bulls among men, the Pandavas, overtaking the Gandharvas, 
solicited our release in soft words, although fully able to effect 
it by force of arms. And when the Gandharvas, addressed 
in such conciliatory words, refused to set us at liberty, then 
Arjuna, and Bkima, and the twins endued with mighty energy, 
shot showers of arrows at the Gandharvas. Then the Gandhar- 
vas, abandoning the fight, fled through the sky, dragging 
our melancholy selves after them, themselves filled with joy. 
Then we beheld a net-work of arrows spread all around by 
Dhananjaya, who was also shooting celestial weapons upon 
the foe. And seeing the points of the horizon covered by 
Arjuna with a thick net- work of sharp arrows, his friend the 
chief of the Gandharvas, showed himself. And Chitrasena 
and Arjuna, embracing each other, enquired after each 
other’s welfare. And the other sons of Pandu also embraced 
the chief of the Gandharvas and were embraced by him. 
And enquiries of courtesy passed between them also. And 
the brave Gandharvas then abandoning their weapons and 
mail, mingled in a friendly spirit with the Pandavas. And 
Chitrasena and Dhananjaya worshippped each other with 
regard/ ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and forty-seventh Section in 
the Ghosha-yatra of the Yana Parva. 

Section CCXLYIII. 

( Ghosha-ydtrd Parva continued . ) 

Duryodhana said, — ‘That slayer of hostile heroes, Arjuna, 
then approaching Chitrasena, smilingly addressed him in 
these manly words : — O hero, O foremost of the Gan* 
dharvas, it behoveth thee to set my brothers at liberty* 
They are incapable of being insulted as long as the sons of 
JPaadu are alive I— Thus addressed by the illustrious son of 
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’andu, the chief of the Gandharvas, O Kama, disclosed un« 
o the Pandavas the object we had in view in proceeding to 
hat place, viz , that we came there for casting our eyes on the 
ons of P&ndu with their wife all plunged in misery ! And 
vhile the Qandharva was disclosing those counsels of ours, 
overwhelmed with shame I desired the Earth to yield me a 
crevice, so that I might disappear there and then. The 
Gandharvas then, accompanied by the Pandavas, went to 
Yudhishthira, and, disclosing unto him also our counsels, 
made us over, bound as we were, to him. Alas, what 
greater sorrow could be mine than that I should thus be offered 
as a tribute unto Yudhishthira, in the very sight of the 
women of our house-hold, myself in chains and plunged in 
misery, and under the absolute control of my enemies ! 
Alas, they, who have ever been persecuted by me, they, 
unto whom I have ever been a foe, released me from capti- 
vity, and, wretch that I am, I am indebted to them for my life. 
If, O hero, I had met with my death in that great battle, 
that would have been far better than that I should have ob- 
tained my life in this way. If I had been slain by the Gan- 
dharvas, my fame would have spread over the whole earth, 
and I should have obtained auspicious regions of eternal bliss 
in the heaven of Indra. Listen to me therefore, ye bulls among 
men, as to what I intend to do now ! I will stay here fore- 
going all food, while ye all return home, Let all irv bro- 
thers also go to Hastinapura. Let all our friends, including 
Karna, and ail our relatives headed by Dusgasana, return 
now to the capital. Insulted by the foe, I myself will not 
repair thither. I who had before wrested from the foe 
his respect, I who had always enhanced the respect of 
my friends, have now become a source of eorrow unto 
friends and of joy unto enemies ! What shall I now 
say unto the king, going to the city named after the 
elephant? What will Bhishma and Drona, Kripa and 
Drona’s son, Vidura and San jay a, Valhika and Somadatti and 
other reverened seniors, — what will the principal men of the 
other orders and men of independent professions, say to me, and 
what ahaii t nnto them in reply ? Having hitherto stayed 
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over the heads of my enemies, having hitherto trod upon 
their breasts , I have fallen away from my position ! How 
shall I ever speak with them ? Insolent men, having obtain- 
ed prosperity and knowledge and affluence, are seldom 
blest for any length of time, like myself puffed up with 
vanity. Alas, led by folly I have .dchea- highly improper 
and wicked act, for which, fool that I am, I have fallen into 
such distress 1 Therefore will I perish by starving, life having 
become insupportable to me ! Relieved from distress by 
the foe, what man of spirit is there who can drag on hia 
existence ? Proud as I am, shorn of manliness, the foe hath 
laughed at me, for the Pandavas possessed of prowess have 
looked at me plunged in misery 1* ” 

Yai^ampAyana continued. “ While giving way to such 
reflections, Duryodhana spoke unto DusQasana thus : — ‘O 
Dus$asana, listen' to these words of mine, O thou of the 
Bharata race ! Accepting this installation that I offer thee, 
be thou king in my place ! Rule thou the wide earth protect- 
ed by Kama and Suvala’s son ! Like Indra himself looking 
after the Maruts, cherish thou thy brothers in such a way 
that they may all confide in thee ! Let thy friends and re- 
latives depend on thee like the gods depending on him of 
an hundred sacrifices ! Always shouldst thou bestow pen- 
sions on Brahmanas, without idleness, and be thou ever the 
refuge of thy friends and relatives ! Like Vishnu looking 
after the celestials, thou shouldst always look after all con- 
sanguinous relatives ! Thou shouldst also ever cherish thy 
superiors ! Go, rule thou the earth, gladdening thy friends 
and reproving thy foes ! f And clasping his neck, Duryo- 
dhana said, ‘Go l 9 Hearing these words of his, Dusgasana 
in perfect cheerlessness and overwhelmed with great sorrow, 
his voice choked in tears, said, with joined hands and bend- 
ing his head, unto his eldest brother, ‘Relent !’ And saying 
this he fell down on the earth with a heavy heart. And afflict- 
ed with grief, that tiger among men, shedding his tears on the 
feet of his brother, again said, ‘This will never be 1 The 
earth may spilt, the vault of heaven may break into pieces, 
the sun may cast off his splendour, the moon may abandon 
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oolness, the wind may forsake its speed, the Himavatr 
be moved from its site, the waters of the ocean may 
p, and fire may abandon its heat, yet I, O king, may 
rule the earth without thee !’ And Dusg&sana repeat- 
said, 'Relent, O king ! Thou alone shall be king in 
»a.cg fop fyi years!' And having spoken thus 

the king, Duscasana began to weep melodiously, catch- 
O Bharata, the feet of his eldest brother deserving of 
hip from him. 

And beholding Dustjasana and Duryodhana thus weeping, 
a in great grief approached them both and said, ‘Ye* 
a princes, why do ye thus yield to sorrow like ordinary 
from senselessness ? Mere weeping can never ease 
Towing man's grief. When weeping can never re- 
2 one's griefs, what do you gain by thus giving way to 
w ? Summon patience to your aid, and do not gladden 
'oe by such conduct. O king, the P&ndavas only did 
• duty in liberating thee ! They that reside in the 
’nions of the king, should always do what is agreeable to 
king. Protected by thee, the Panda vas are residing 
ily in thy dominion. It behoveth thee not to indulge 
ch sorrow like an ordinary person ! Behold, thy uterine 
jers are all sad and cheerless at seeing thee resolved to 
n end to thy life by foregoing food ! Blest be thou ! 
up and come to thy city and console these tby uterine 
lers !’ ” 

bus ends the two hundred and forty-eighth Section in 
>hosha-yatra of the Yana Parva. 

Section CCXLIX, 

( Ghosha-yatrct Parva continued . ) 

Kama continued, — ‘O king, this conduct of thine today 
ireth to be childish. O hero, O slayer of foes, what is to 
>ndered at in this, that the Pandavas liberated thee when 
wert vanquished by the foe ? O son of the Kuru race, 
> that reside in the territories of the king, especially 
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should always do what is agreeable to the king, whether they 
happen to be known to their monarch or unknown to him ! 
It happeneth often that foremost men who crush the ranks of 
\he hostile host, are vanquished by them, and are rescued by 
^heir own troops! They that, leading the profession of 
arms, reside in the king's realm, should always combine and 
exert to the best of their power, for the king. If, therefore, 
O king, the Pandavas, who live in thy territories, have 
liberated thee, what is there to be regretted at in this? 
That the Pandavas, 0 best of kings, did not follow thee when 
thou didst march forth to battle at the head of thy troops, 
has been an improper act on their part. They had before 
this come under thy power, becoming thy slaves. They 
are, therefore, bound to aid thee now, being endued with 
courage and might and incapable of turning away from the 
field of battle. Thou art enjoying all the rich possessions of 
the Pandavas. Behold them yet alive, 0 king ! They have 
not resolved to die, foregoing all food ! Blest be thou ! Rise 
up, O king ! It behoveth thee not to indulge in great sorrow 
long. O king, it is the certain duty of those that reside in 
the king's realm to do what is agreeable to the king ! Where 
should the regret be in all this ? If thou, O king, dost not 
act according to my words, I shall stay here, employed in 
reverentially serving thy feet ! O bull among men, I do not 
desire to live, deprived of thy company ! O king, if thou 
resolvest to slay thyself by foregoing food, thou wilt simply 
be an object of laughter with other kings!' " 

VasQampayana continued. “ Thus addressed by Kama, 
king Duryodhana, firmly resolved to leave the world, desired 
got to rise from where he sat. '* 

Thus ends the two hundred and forty-ninth Section in 
{be Ghosha-yatra of the Yana Parva. 



Section COL, 

( Ghoaha-yatrcL Parva continued.) 

Vai$ampayana said. “ Beholding king Duryodhana, in- 
capable of putting up with an insult, seated with the resolu- 
tion of giving up life by foregoing food, Sakuni, the son of 
Suvala, said, ‘Thou hast heard, O son of the Kuru race, what 
Kama hath said ! His words are, indeed, fraught with wis- 
dom. Why wouldst thou, abandoning from foolishness the 
high prosperity that I won for thee, cast off thy life today, 
O king, yielding to silliness ? If seemeth to me today that 
thou hast never waited upon the old. He that cannot control 
sudden accession of joy or grief, is lost even though he may have 
obtained prosperity, like an unburnt earthen vessel in water. 
That king who is entirely destitute of courage, who hath no 
spark of manliness, who is the slave of procrastination, who 
always acts with indiscretion, and who is addicted to sen- 
sual pleasures, is seldom respected by his subjects. Bene- 
fitted as thou hast been, whence is this unseasonable grief of 
thine ? Do not undo this graceful act done by the sons of 
Pritha, by indulging in such grief! When thou shouldst 
joy, and reward the Pandavas, thou art grieving, O king ! 
Indeed, this behaviour of thine is inconsistent. Be cheerful : 
do not cast away thy life ; but remember thou with a pleased 
heart the good they have done thee ! Give back unto tne sons 
of Pritha their kingdom, and win thou both virtue and 
renown by such conduct. By acting in this way, thou mayst 
be grateful. Establishing brotherly relations with the Pandavas 
by being their friend, and making them thy friends, give them 
their paternal kingdom, for then thou wilt be happy! 1 ” 

Vaigampayana continued. “ Hearing these words of Sakuni, 
and seeing the brave Dusgasana lying prostrate before him 
unmanned by fraternal love, the king raised Dusgasana and, 
clasping him in his well-rounded arms, smelt his head from 
affection. And hearing these words of Kama and Sauvala, 
king Duryodhana lost heart more than ever, and overwhelmed 
with shame, utter despair overtook bis soul# And hearing 
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all that his friends said, he answered with sorrow/ I have 
nothing more to do with virtue, wealth, friendship, affluence, 
sovereignty, and enjoyments. Do not obstruct my purpose, 
but leave me all of you. I am firmly resolved to cast away 
my life by foregoing food. Return to the city, and treat 
my superiors there respectfully/ 

“ Thus addressed by him, they replied unto that royal 
grinder of foes, saying, ‘ O monarch, the course that is thine, 
is also ours, O Bharata. How can we enter the city with* 
t>ut. thee V ” 

Vaigampayana continued. “.Though addressed in all manner 
of ways by his friends and counsellors and brothers and rela- 
tives, the king wavered not from his purpose. And the son 
of Dhritarashtra, in accordance with his purpose, spread 
K'wga grass on the earth, and, purifying himself by touching 
water, sat down upon that spot. And clad in rags and Ku$a 
grass, he set himself to observe the highest vow. And stop- 
ping all speech, that tiger among kings, moved by the desire 
of going to heaven, began to pray and worship internally, 
suspending all external intercourse. 

“Meanwhile the fierce Daityas and the Danavas who had 
been defeated of old by the celestials and been dwelling in the 
nether regions, having ascertained Duryodhana's purpose, and 
knowing that if the king died, their party would be weakened, 
commenced a sacrifice with fire, for summoning Duryodhana 
to their presence. And mantra-knowing persons then com- 
menced, with the help of formulae declared by Yrihaspati 
and Uganas, those rites that are indicated in the Atharva 
Veda and the Upanishad, and which are capable of being 
achieved by mantras and prayers. And Brahmanas of rigid 
vows, well- versed in the Vedas and their branches, began, 
with rapt soul, to pour libations of clarified butter and 
milk into the fire, uttering mantras . And after those rites 
were ended, a strange goddess, O king, with mouth wide- 
open, arose (from the sacrificial fire), saying, ‘What am 
I to do V And the Daityas, with well-pleased hearts, com- 
manded her, saying, ‘Bring thou hither the royal son of 
Dhritarashtra, who is even now observing the vow of 
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starvation for getting rid of his life/ Thus commanded^ 
she went away, saying, 'So be it.’ And she went within 
the twinkling of an eye to that spot where Suyodhana was* 
And taking up the king, she came back to the nether regions. 
And having brought him thus within a moment, she apprised 
the Danavas of it. And the Danavas, beholding the king 
brought into their midst in the night, united together, 
and all of them with well-pleased hearts and eyes expanded 
in delight addressed these flattering words to Duryodhana. ’ r 
Thus ends the two hundred and fiftieth Section in the 
Ohosha-yatrE of the Yana Parva. 


Section CCLI. 

( Ghosha-ydtrct Parva continued . ) 

u The Danavas said , — ' O Suyodhana, O great king, O per* 
petuator of the race of Bharata, thou art ever surrounded 
by heroes and illustrious men. Why' hast thou, then, un- 
dertaken to do such a rash act as the vow of starvation ? 
The suicide ever sinketh into hell, and becometh the subject 
of calumnious speech. Nor do intelligent persons like 
thee ever set their hands to acts that are sinful and opposed 
to their best interests and striking at the very root of their 
purposes. Restrain this resolve of thine, therefore, O king, 
which is destructive of morality, profit, and happiness, of 
fame, prowess, and energy, and which enhanceth the joy of 
foes. O exalted king, know the truth, the celestial origin 
of thy soul, and the make of thy body, and then summon 
thou patience to thy aid. In days of old, O king, we had 
obtained thee, by ascetic austerities from Mahe<jwara. The 
upper part of thy body is wholly made of an assemblage of 
Vajras, and is, therefore, invulnerable to weapons of every 
description, O sinless one. The lower part of thy body, 
.capable of captivating the female heart by its comeliness, 
was made of flowers by the Goddess herself— the wife of 
Hahadeva. Thy body is thus, O best of kings, the creation 
of Mahe<?wara himself and his Goddess. Therefore, O tiger 
^among kings, thou art of celestial origin, not human. Other 
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brave Kshatriyaa of mighty energy headed by Bhagadatta, 
and all acquainted with celestial weapons, will slay thy foes* 
Therefore, let this grief of thine cease. Thou hast no causa 
for fear. For aiding thee, many heroic Danavas have been 
born on the earth. Other Asuras will also possess Bhishma 
and Drona and Kama and others. Possessed by those Asuras,: 
these heroes will cast away their kindness and fight with 
thy foes. Indeed, when the Danavas will enter their hearts 
and possess them completely, flinging all affections to a 
distance and becoming hard-hearted, these warriors will 
strike every body opposed to them in battle, without sparing 
sons, brothers, fathers, friends, disciples, relatives, even 
children and old men. Blinded by ignorance and wrath, and 
impelled by that destiny which hath been ordained by the 
Creator, these tigers among men, with hearts steeped in sin, 
will, O thou foremost of the Kurus, depopulate the earth 
by hurling and shooting all kinds of weapons, with great 
manliness and strength and always addressing one another 
boastfully with words such as these , — Thow shalt not escape 
from me today with life ! — And those illustrious sons of 
Pandu also, five in number, will fight with these. And, en- 
dued with mighty strength and favored by the Fates, they 
will compass the destruction of these. And, O king, many 
Daityas and Rakshasas also that have been born in the Ksha- 
triya order, will fight with great prowess in battle with thy 
foes, using maces and clubs and lances and various weapons 
of a superior kind. And, O hero, with respect to the fear 
that is in thy heart arising from Arjuna, we have already 
settled the means for slaying Arjuna. The soul of the slain 
Naraka hath assumed the form of Kama. Recollecting his 
former hostility, he will encounter both Ke9ava and Arjuna. 
And that mighty warrior and foremost ofsmiters, proud of his 
prowess, will vanquish Arjuna in battle as also all thy ene- 
mies. The wielder of the thunder-bolt, knowing all this, 
and desirous of saving Arjuna, will in disguise take away 
from Kama his ear-rings and coat of mail. We also have for 
that reason appointed hundreds upon hundreds and thousands 
upon thousands of Daityas and Riksbasas, viz, those that 
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are known by the name of Samsaptakas * These celebrat- 
ed warriors will slay the heroic Arjuna. Therefore, grieve 
not, O king. Thou wilt rule the whole earth, O monarch, 
without a rival. Do not yield to despondency. Conduct 
such as this does not suit thee. O thou of the Kuru race, 
if thou diest, our party becometh weak. Go thou, O hero, 
and let not thy mind be directed to any other course of 
action. Thou art ever our refuge, as, indeed, the Pandavas 
are the refuge of the gods.’ ” 

Vaiqampayana continued. “ Having addressed him thus, 
those Daityas embraced that elephant among kings, and those 
bulls among the Danavas cheered that irrepressible one like a 
son. And, O Bharata, pacifying his mind by soft speech, they 
permitted him to depart, saying, — c Go and attain victory !* And 
when they had given leave to the mighty-armed one, that very 
goddess carried him back to the spot where he had sat down, 
intent upon putting an end to his life. And having set that 
hero down and paid him homage, the goddess vanished, taking 
the king’s permission. O Bharata, when she had gone, kingDur- 
yodhana considered all (that had happened) as a dream. He 
then thought within himself, — T shall defeat the Pandavas 
in battle.* And Suyodhana thought that Kama and the Sam- 
$aptaka army were both able (to destroy) and intent upon des- 
troying that slayer of foes, Partha. Thus, O bull of the Bharata 
race, was strengthened the hope of the wicked-minded son of 
Dhritarashtra, of conquering the Pandavas. And Kama also, 
his soul and faculties possessed by the inmost soul of Naraka, 
had at that time cruelly determined to slay Arjuna. And those 
heroes — the Samqaptakas also — having their sense possessed 
by the Rakshasas, and influenced by the qualities of emotion 


* Lit, Soldiers that have sworn to conquer or die. A full Afohau- 
hini of these soldiers was owned by Krishna, who gave them to Duryo- 
dh&na, to fight for him. The story of Krishna’s offering to Duryodhana 
the choice between these soldiers on the one side, and himself sworn not 
to fight, hut only to aid with his counsels, on the other, is given in full 
in the Udyoga, Parva. Duryodhana, from folly, accepted the former, 
who were all slain by Arjuna* 
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and darkness, were desirous of slaying Falguna. And, O king, 
others, with Bhishma, Drona, and Kripa at their head, haying 
their faculties influenced by the Danavas, were not so affec- 
tionate towards the sons of Pandu as they had been. But 
king Suyodhana did not tell any one of this. 

** When the night passed away, Kama, that offspring of the 
Sun, with joined hands, smilingly addressed these wise worda 
to king Duryodhana, — ‘No dead man conquereth his foes : it ia 
when he is alive that he can see his good. Where is the 
good of the dead person ; and, O Kauraveya, where, his vic- 
tory ? Therefore, this is no time for grief, or fear, or death/ 
And having with his arms embraced that mighty-armed one, 
he further said, — ‘Rise up, O king ! Why dost thou lie down ? 
Why dost thou grieve, O slayer of foes ? Having afflicted 
thy enemies by thy prowess, why dost thou wish for death ? 
Or (perhaps) fear hath possessed thee at sight of Arjuna’a 
prowess. I truly promise unto thee that I will slay Arjuna 
in battle. O lord of men, I swear by my weapon that when the 
three and ten years shall have passed away, I will bring the 
sons ofPrithil under thy subjection.* Thus addressed by Kama, 
and because of the words of theDaityas and the supplications 
made by them (his brothers), Suyodhana rose up. And hav- 
ing heard those words of the Daityas, that tiger among men, 
with a firm resolve in his heart, arrayed his army, abound- 
ing in horses and elephants and cars and infantry. And* 
O monarch, immensly swarming with white umbrellas, and 
pennons, and white Chdmaras , and cars, and elephants, and 
foot-soldiers, that mighty army, as it moved like the waters 
of Gang&, looked graceful like the firmament, at a season 
when the clouds have been dispersed and the signs of 
autumn have been but partially developed. And, O fore- 
most of kings, eulogised like a monarch by the best of the 
Brahmanas blessing with victory, that lord of men, Suyodhana, 
Dhrit&rastra's son, receiving honors paid with innumerable 
joined palms, and flaming in exceeding splendour, went in 
the front, accompanied by Kama, and that gambler, the son 
of Suyala, And all his brothers with Dusgasana at their 
h#ad, And Bkurisrava, and Somadatta, and the mighty king 
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Bahlika, followed that lion among kings on his way, with 
cars of various forms, and horses, and the best of elephants. 
And, O prime among monarchs, in a short time, those per- 
petuators of the Kuru race entered their own city.” 

Thus ends the two hundred and fifty-first Section in the 
Ghosha-yatrS, of the Yana Parva. 

Section CCLII. 

( Ghoslia-yatra Parva continued . ) 

Janamejaya said. — “ When the high-souled sons of PrithS 
were living in the forest, what did those foremost of men 
and mighty archers— the sons of Dhritarashtra — do? And 
what did the offspring of the Sun, Kama, and the mighty 
Sakuni, and Bhishma, and Drona, and Kripa ? It behoveth 
thee to relate this unto me. ” 

Vaisampftyana said. — “When, O mighty king, in this 
manner the Pandavas had gone, leaving Suyodhana, and 
when, having been liberated by Pandu’s sons, he had come to 
Hastinapura, Bhishma said these words to the son of Dbrita- 
rashtra, — ‘O child, I had told thee before, when thou wert 
intent upon going to the hermitage that thy journey did not 
please me. But thou didst do so. And as a consequence, O 
hero, wert thou forcibly taken captive by the enemy, and wert 
delivered by the Pandavas versed in morality. Yet art thou 
not ashamed \ Even in the presence of thee, O son of Gan- 
dhari, together with thy army, did the Suta’s son, struck 
with panic, fly from the battle of the Gandharvas, O king. 
And, O foremost of kings, 0 son of the monarch ! while thou 
with thy army wert crying distressfully, thou didst witness 
the prowess of the high-souled Pandavas, and also, O mighty- 
armed one, of the wicked son of the Suta, Kama. O best 
of kings, whether in the science of arms, or heroism, or mora- 
lity, Kama, O thou addicted to virtue, is not a fourth part 
of the Pandavas. Therefore, for the welfare of this race, 
the conclusion of peace is, I think, desirable with the 
souled Pandavas.* 
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eon, the king, laughed a good deal, and then suddenly sallied out 
with the son of Suvala. Thereupon, knowing that he was gone, 
those mighty bowmen with Kama and Dus<$asana at their 
head, followed the highly powerful son of Dhritarashtra. And 
seeing them gone, Bhishma, the grandfather of the Kurus, 
hung down his head from shame, and then, O king, went to 
his own quarters. And, O mighty monarch, when Bhishma 
had left, that lord of men, Dhritarashfcra's son, came there 
again, and began to consult with his counsellors : ‘What is it 
that is good for me ? What remaineth to be done ? And 
how can we most effectively bring about the good that we 
shall discuss today? 1 Kama said, ‘O Kuru’s son, Duryodhana, 
do thou lay to heart the words that I say ! Bhishma always 
blameth us, and praiseth the Pandavas. And from the ill- 
will he beareth towards thee, he hateth me also. And, O 
lord of men, in thy presence he ever crieth me down. I shall 
never, O Bharata, bear those words that Bhishma hath said 
in thy presence in relation to this matter, extolling the Pan- 
davas, and censuring thee, O repressor of foes ! Do thou, 
O king, enjoin on me, together with servants, forces, and 
cars : I shall, O monarch, conquer the earth furnished 
with mountains and woods and forests. The earth had been 
conquered by the four powerful Pandavas. I shall, without 
doubt, conquer it for thee single-handed. Let that wretch of 
the Kuru race, the exceedingly wicked-minded Bhishma, see 
it, — he who villifies those that do not deserve censure, and 
praises those that should not be praised ! Let him this day 
witness my might, and blame himself. Do thou, O king, 
command me! Victory shall surely be thine, — by my weapon, 

0 monarch, I swear this before thee !’ 

“ O king, O bull of the Bharata race, hearing those words 
of Kama, that lord ef men, experiencing the highest delight, 
spake unto Kama, saying, — T am blessed ! I have been favored 
by thee, — since thou, endued with great strength, art ever 
intent on my welfare. My life hath borne fruit today. As 
thou, O hero, intendest to subdue all our enemies, repair 
thou ! May good betide thee ! Do thou command me (what 

1 am to do) !* 0 subduer of foes, having been thus addressed 



Section CCLIII. 

( Ghosha-ydtra, Parva continued . ) 

VaiqampEyana continued. — “Then, O bull among the 
Bharatas, that mighty bowman, Kama, surrounded by a 
large army, beseiged the beautiful city of Drupada. And he. 
after a hard conflict, brought than hero under subjection, and, 
O best of monarcbs, made Drupada contribute silver and gold 
and gems, and also pay tribute. And, O foremost of kings, 
having subdued him, (Kama) brought under subjection those 
princes that were under him (Drupada), and made them pay 
tribute. Then going to the north, he subdued the sovereigns (of 
that quarter) ; and having effected the defeat of Bhagadatta, 
REdha’s son ascended that mighty mountain Himavat, all along 
fighting his foes. And ranging all sides, he conquered and 
brought under subjection all the kings inhabiting the Himavat, 
and made them pay dues. Then descending from the mountain 
and rushing to the east, he reduced the Angas, and the 
Bangas, and the Kalingas, and the Mandikas, and the 
Mithilas, and the Magadhas, and the Karkakhandas ; and 
also included with them the Avagiras, Todhyas, and the Ahi~ 
kshatras. Having ( thus ) conquered the eastern quarter, 
(Kama) then presented himself before Batsa-bhumi. And 
having taken Batsa-Bhumi, he reduced Kevali, and Mrittika- 
vati, and Mohana, and Pattana, and Tripura, and Kogala, — and 
compelled all these to pay tribute, Then going to the south. 
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Earna vanquished the mighty charioteers (of that quarter) ; 
and in Dakshinatya, the Suta’s son entered into conflcit with 
Rukmi. After having faught dreadfully, Rukmi spake to the 
Sut&’s son, saying,— ‘0 foremost of monarchs, I have been 
pleased with thy might and prowess. I shall not do thee 
Ivrong : I have (only) fulfiled the vow of a Kshatriya. Gladly 
trill I give thee as many gold coins as thou desirest.* Having 
met with Rukmi, Kama repaired to P&ndya and the mount- 
ain Sri. And by fighting, he made Karala, king Nila, 
Venudari’s son, and other befit of kings living in the 
southern direction, pay tribute. Then going to Si^upala’s son 
the son of the Suta defeated him, and that highly powerful 
one also brought under his sway all the neighbouring rulers. 
And, O bull of the Bharata race, having subjugated the 
Avantis, and concluded peace with them, and having met 
with the Yrishnis, he also conquered the west. And, having 
come to the quarter of Yaruna, he made all the Javana and 
Varvara kings pay tribute. And, having conquered the entire 
earth — east, west, north and south — that hero without any ado 
brought under subjection all the nations of the Mlechchhas, 
the mountaineers, the Bhadras, the Rohitakas, the Agneyas, 
and the Malavas. And, having conquered the mighty 
charioteers, headed by the Nagnajitas, the Suta’s son brought 
the Sa9akas and theYavanas under his sway. Having thus 
conquered and brought under his subjection the whole world, 
the mighty charioteer and tiger among men came (back) 
to Hastinapura. That lord of men, Dhrilarashtra’s son, 
accompanied by his father and brothers and friends, came to 
that mighty bowman, who had arrived, and duly paid homage 
unto Kama crowned with martial merit. And the king pro- 
claimed his feats, saying, — * What I have not received from 
either Bhishma, or Drona, or Kripa, or Y&hlika, I have 
received from thee. May good betide thee ! What need of 
speaking at length ! Hear my words, O Kama ! In thee, 
O chief of men, I have my refuge, O mighty-armed one. 
O tiger among men, without doubt, all the Pindavas and the 
other kings crowned with prosperity, come not to a sixteenth 
part of thee. Do thou, O mighty bowman, O Kama, see 
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Dhritarashtra, and the illustrious Gandhari, as the bearer oft 
the thunder-bolt did Aditi/ 

“ Then, O king, there arose in the city of Hastinipura 
clamour, and sounds of Oh ! and Alas ! And, O lord of men*, 
some of the kings praised him (Kama), while others censured 
him, while others, again, remained silent. Having thus, O 
foremost of monarchs, in a short time conquered this earth 
furnished with mountains and forests and skies, and with 
oceans and fields, and filled with high and low tracts, and 
emporiums and cities, and replete also with islands, O lord of 
earth ; and brought the monarchs under subjection, — and hav-. 
ing gained imperishable wealth, the Suta's son appeared 
before the king. Then, O repressor of foes, entering into the 
interior of the palace, that hero saw Dhritarashtra with Gan- 
dhari. O tiger among men, that one conversant with morality 
took hold of his feet even like a son. And Dhritarashtra 
embraced him affectionately, and then dismissed him. Ever 
since that time, O monarch, O Bharata, king Duryodhana and 
Sakuni, the son of Suvala, thought that Pritha’s sons had 
already been defeated in battle by Kama. ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and fifty-third Section in the 
Ghosha-yatra of the Yana Parva. 


Section CCLIV. 

( Ghosha-ydtrd Parva continued . ) 

Vaiqampayana continued. — “ O king, O lord of men, that 
slayer of hostile heroes, the Suta’s son, said these words to 
Duryodhana, — ‘O Kauravya Duryodhana, do thou lay unto 
thy heart the words that I shall tell thee ; and, O repressor 
of foes, after having heard my words, it behoveth thee to 
act accordingly every way. Now, 0 best of monarchs, O hero, 
hath the earth been rid of foes. Do thou rule her even like 
the mighty-minded Sakra himself, having his foes destroyed/ ” 
Vaigampayana continued. — “ Having been thus addressed 
by Kama, the king again spake unto him, saying, — ‘O bull 
among men, nothing whatever is unattainable to him who 
hath thee for refuge, and to whom thou art attached, and 
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en whose welfare thou art entirely intent. Now, I have » 
purpose, which do thou truly listen to. Having beheld 
that foremost of sacrifices, the mighty Rajasuya, performed 
by the P&ndavas, a desire hath sprung up in me (to celebrate 
the same). Do thou, O Suta's son, fulfil this desire of mine l* 
Thus addressed, Kama spake thus unto the king, — ‘Now 
that all the rulers of the earth have been brought under thy 
subjection, do thou summon the principal Brahmanas, and, 
O best of Kurus, duly procure the articles required for the 
sacrifice. And, O repressor of foes, let Ritwijas as prescribed, 
and versed in the Veda, celebrate thy rites according to the 
ordinance, O king. And, O bull of the Bharata race, let thy 
great sacrifice also, abounding in meats and drinks, and grand 
with parts, commence.’ 

“ O king, having been thus addressed by Kama, Dhrita- 
rashtra’s son summoned the priest, and spake unto him 
these words, — c Do thou duly and in proper order celebrate 
for me that best of sacrifices, the Rajasuya, furnished with 
excellent Dakshinas / Thus accosted, that b est of Brahmanas 
spake unto the king, saying, — *0 foremost of the Kauravas, 
while Yudhishthira is living, that best of sacrifices cannot be 
performed in thy family, O prime of kings ! Further, O 
monarch, thy father, Dhritarashtra, endued with long life, 
liveth. For this reason also, O best of kings, this sacrifice can 
not be undertaken by thee. There is, O lord, another great 
sacrifice, resembling the Rajasuya. Do thou, O foremost of 
kings, celebrate that sacrifice. Listen to these words of 
mine ! Ail these rulers of the earth, who have, 0 king, be- 
come tributary to thee, will pay thee tribute in gold both 
pure and impure. Of that gold, do thou, O best of monarchs, 
now make the (sacrificial) plough,* and do thou, O Bharata, 
plough the sacrificial compound with it. At that spot let there 
commence, O foremost of kings, with due rites, and without 
any disturbance, the sacrifice, sanctified with mantras and 
abounding in edibles. The name of that sacrifice worthy of 
virtuous persons, is Vaishnava. No person save the ancient 
Vishnu hath performed it before. This mighty sacrifice 
vies with that best of sacrifices— the Rajasuya itself. And, 
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further, it liketh us,— and it is also for thy welfare (to cele* 
brate it.) And, moreover, it is capable of being celebrated 
without any disturbance, (By undertaking this), thy desire 
will be fulfiled,* 

“ Having been thus addressed by those Brahmanas, 
Dhritarashtra’s son, the king, spake these words to Kama, his 
brothers, and the son of Suvala, ‘Beyond doubt, the words of 
the Brahmanas are entirely liked by me. If they are relished 
by you also, express it without delay.' Thus appealed, they 
all said unto the king, ‘So be it.*— Then the king one by one 
appointed persons to their respective tasks ; and desired all 
the artisans to construct the (sacrificial) plough. — And, O 
best of kings, all that had been commanded to be done, was 
gradually executed.” 

Thus ends the two hundred and fifty-fourth Section in the 
Ghosha-yatra of the Vana Parva. 


Section CCLV. 

( Gho&ha-ydtrd Parva continued . ) 

Vaigampayana continued. “ Then all the artisans, the 
principal counsellors, and the highly wise Yidura said unto 
Dhritarashtra’s son, — ‘All the preperations for the excellent 
sacrifice have been made, O king ; and the time also hath 
come, O Bharata. And the exceedingly precious golden 
plough hath been constructed/ Hearing this, O monarch, that 
best of kings, Dhritarashtra’s son, commanded that prime 
among sacrifices to be commenced. Then commenced that 
sacrifice sanctified by mantras , and abounding in edibles ; 
and the son of Gandhari was duly initiated according to the 
ordinance. And Dhritarashtra, and the illustrious Vidura, 
and Bhishma, and Drona, and Kripa, and Kama, and the 
celebrated Gandhari experienced great delight. And, O fore- 
most of kings, (Duryodhana) despatched swift messengers to 
invite the princes and the Brahmanas. And mounting fleet 
vehicles they went to the (respective) directions assigned to 
•them. Then to a certain messenger on the point of setting 
out, Dus$&saua said,— ‘Go thou speedily to the woods of 
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Dwaita; and in that forest duly invite the Brahmanas and 
those wicked persons, the Pandavas.’ Thereupon, he repaired 
thither, and bowing down to all the Pandavas, said, — ‘Hav- 
ing acquired immense wealth by his native prowess, that best 
of kings and foremost of Kurus, Duryodhana, O monarch, 
is celebrating a sacrifice. Thither are going from various 
directions the kings and the Brahmanas. O king, I have 
been sent by the high-souled Kaurava. That king and lord 
of men, Dhritarashtra’s son, invites you. It behoveth you, 
therefore, to witness the delightful sacrifice of that monarch.* 

“ Hearing these words of the messenger, that tiger among 
kings, the royal Yudkishthira, said, — ‘By good luck it is that 
that enhancer of the glory of his ancestors, king Suyodhana, is 
celebrating this best of sacrifices. We should certainly repair 
thither ; but we cannot do so now; for till (the completion of) 
the thirteenth year, we shall have to observe our vow.* Hearing 
this speech of Yudhishthira the just, Bhima said these 
words — ‘Then will king Yudhishthira the just go thither 
when he will cast him (Duryodhana) into the fire kindled by 
weapons. Do thou say unto Suyodhana, — When , after the 
expiration of the thirteenth year , that lord of men , the Pan - 
dava , will, in the sacrifice of battle, pour upon the Dhdrtdrdsh* 
tras, the clarified butter of Mis ire , then will I come ! — ‘But 
the other Pandavas, O king, did not say anything unpleas- 
ant. The messenger (on his return) related unto Dhritarash- 
tra’s son all as it had fallen out. Then there came to the 
city of Dhritarashtra many foremost of men, — lords of 
various countries, and highly virtuous Brahmanas. And 
duly received in order according to the ordinance, those lords 
of men experienced great delight and were all well-pleased. 
And that foremost among monarchs — Dhritarashtra — sur- 
rounded by all the Kauravas, experienced the height of 
joy, and spake unto Vidura, saying, — ‘Do thou, O Kshatta, 
speedily so act that all persons in the sacrificial compound 
may, served with food, be refreshed and satisfied !* Thereupon, 
O repressor of foes, assenting to that order, the learned Vidura 
versed in morality, cheerfully entertained all the orders in 
proper measure with meat and beverages to eat and drink, and 
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fragrant garlands and various kinds of attire. And having 
constructed pavilions (for their accommodation), that hero and 
foremost of kings, duly entertained the princes and the BrAh- 
manas by thousands, and also bestowing upon them wealth 
of various kinds, bade them farewell. And having dismissed 
all the kings, he entered HastinApura, surrounded by bis 
brothers, and in company with Kama and Suvala’s son.” 

Thus ends the two hundred and fifty-fifth Section in the 
Ghosha-y3,tra of the Vana Parva. 


Section CCLYI. 

( Ghosha-yatva Parva continued . ) 

Vaicjampayana said. — “While, O great king, Duryodhana 
was entering (the city), the panegyrists eulogized that prince 
of unfailing prowess. And others also eulogized that mighty 
bowman and foremost of kings. And sprinkling over him fried 
paddy and sandal paste, the citizens said, — ‘By goodluck it is, O 
king, that thy sacrifice hath been completed without obstruc- 
tion !* And some, more reckless of speech, that were present 
there, said unto that lord of earth, — ‘Surely this thy sacrifice 
cannot be compared with Yudhishthira’s : nor doth this come 
up to a sixteenth part of that (sacrifice).* Thus spake unto that 
king some that were reckless of consequences. His friends, how 
ever, said, — ‘This sacrifice of thine hath surpassed all ethers. 
Yayati, and Nahusha, and M&ndhAta, and Bharata, having 
been sanctified by celebrating such a sacrifice, have all gone 
to heaven.* Hearing such agreeable words from his friends, 
that monarch, O bull of the Bharata race, well-pleased, enter- 
ed the city and finally his own abode. Then, O king, worship- 
ping the feet of his father and mother and of others headed 
by Bhishma, Drona and Kripa, and of the wise Yidura, and 
worshipped in turn by his younger brothers, that delighter 
of brothers sat down upon an excellent seat, surround- 
ed by the latter. And the Suta*s son rising up, said, — By 
good luck it is, O foremost of the Bh&rata race, that this 
mighty sacrifice of thine hath been brought to a close t 
When, however, the sons of Pritha shall have been slain in 
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fcattle and thou wilt have completed the Rdjasuya sacrifice, 
once again, O lord of men, shall I honor thee thus !* Then 
that mighty king, the illustrious son of DhritarAshtra, replied 
unto him, — ‘Truly hath this been spoken by thee ! When, O 
foremost of men, the wicked-minded Pandavas have been slain, 
and when also the grand Rdjasuya hath been celebrated by 
me, then thou shalt again, O hero, honor me thus ! And hav- 
ing said this, O BhArata, the Kaurava embraced Kama, and 
began, O mighty king, to think of the R cejasuya, that fore- 
most of sacrifices. And that best of kings also addressed the 
Kurus around him, saying, — ‘When shall I, ye Kauravas, hav- 
ing slain all the PAndavas, celebrate that costly and foremost 
of sacrifices, the Rdjasuya !* Then spake Kama unto him, say- 
ing, — ‘Hear me, O elephant among kings ! So long as I do not 
slay Arjuna, I shall not allow any one to wash my feet, nor 
shall I taste meat. And I shall observe the Asura vow* and 
whoever may solicit me (for any thing), I never shall say — I 
have it not* When Kama had thus vowed to slay Falguna in 
battle, those mighty charioteers and bowmen, the sons of 
DhritarAshtra, sent up a loud cheer ; and Dhritarashtras sons 
thought that the Pindavas had already been conquered ! Then 
that chief of kings, the graceful Duryodhana, leaving those 
bulls among men, entered his apartment, like the lord Kuvera 
entering the gardens of Ghaitraratha. And all those mighty 
bowmen also, O Bharata, went to their respective quarters. 

“ Meanwhile those mighty bowmen, the Pandavas, excited 
by the words the messenger had spoken, became anxious, and 
they did not (from that time) experience the least happiness. 
Intelligence, further, O foremost of kings, had been brought 
by spies regarding the vow of the Suta’s son to slay Vijaya. 
Hearing this, O lord of men, Dkarma’s son became exceed- 
ingly anxious. And considering Kama of the impenetrable 
mail to be of wonderful prowess, and remembering all their 


* The vow of the Asuras was (according to the Burdwan Pundits) 
never to drink wine. It is more rational to suppose that Kama 
swears to give up the refined manners and practices of the Aryas and 
aiopt those of the Asuras till the consummation of his cherished 
desire. 
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woes, he knew no peace. And that high-souled one, filleJ 
with anxiety, made up his mind to abandon the woods about 
Dwaitavana abounding in ferocious animals. 

“ Meanwhile the royal son of Dhritar&shtra began to rule 
the earth, along with his heroic brothers as also with Bhishma 
and Drona and Kripa. And with the assistance of the Suta's son 
crowned with martial glory, Duryodhana remained ever intent 
on the welfare of the rulers of the earth, and he worshipped the 
foremost of Brahmanas by celebrating sacrifices with profuse 
gifts. And that hero and subduer of foes, O king, was 
engaged in doing good to his brothers, concluding for certain 
in his mind that giving and enjoying are the only use of 
riches.” 

Thus ends the two hundred and fifty-sixth Section in 
the Ghosha-yatri of the Yana Parva. 

Section CCLYII. 

( Ghosha-yatra Parva continued . ) 

Janamejaya said, — “ After having delivered Duryodhana, 
what did the mighty sons of Pandu do in that forest ? It 
behoveth thee to tell me this ! ” 

Vaigampayana said. — “Once on a time, as Yudhishthira 
lay down at night in the Dwaita woods, some deer, with ac- 
cents choked in tears, presented themselves before him 
in his dreams. To them standing with joined hai ds, their 
bodies trembling all over, that foremost of monarchs said, 
—‘Tell me what ye wish to say ! Who are ye ? And what do 
ye desire V Thus accosted by Kunti’s son — the illustrious 
Panda va, those deer, the remnant of those that had been 
slaughtered, replied unto him, saying, ‘We are, O Bharata, 
those deer that are still alive after them that have been 
slaughtered. We shall be exterminated quite. Therefore, do 
thou change thy residence ! O mighty king, all thy brothers 
are heroes, conversant with weapons ; they have thinned the 
ranks of the rangers of the forest. We few — the remnant, — O 
mighty-minded one, remain like seed. By thy favor, O king of 
kings, let us increase/ Seeing these deer, which remained like 
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Seed after the rest had been destroyed — trembling and afflict- 
ed with fear, Yudhishthira the just was greatly affected with 
grief. And the king, intent on the w elfare of all creatures, said 
unto them, — ‘So be it. I shall act as ye have said 1* Awaking 
after such a vision, that excellent king, moved by pity towards 
the deer, thus spake unto his brothers assembled there, — ‘Those 
deer that are alive after them that have been slaughtered, 
accosted me at night, after I had awaked, saying, — We remain 
like the cues of our lines . Blest be thou ! Do thou have com- 
passion on us! — And they have spoken truly. "Wc ought to 
feel pity for the dwellers of the forest. We have been feed- 
ing on them for a year together and eight months 1 Let us, 
therefore, again (repair) to the romantic Kamyaka, that best 
of forests abounding in wild animals, situated at the head 
of the desert, near lake Trinavindu. And there let us 
pleasantly pass the rest of our time/ Then, O king, the 
Pandavas versed in morality, swiftly departed (thence), accom- 
panied by the Brahmanas and all those that lived with 
them, and followed by Indrasena and other retainers. And 
proceeding along roads walked (by travellers), furnished with 
excellent com and clear water, they at length beheld the 
sacred asylum of Kamyaka endued with ascetic merit. And 
as pious men enter the celestial regions, those foremost of 
the Bharata race, the Kauravas, surrounded by those bulla 
among Brahmanas, entered that forest/' 

Thus ends the two hundred and fifty-seventh Section in 
the Ghosha-yatra of the Yana Parva. 


Section CCLYIII. 

( Ghosha-yatra Parva continued . ) 

Vaigampayana continued. — “ Dwelling in the woods, O 
bull of the Bharata race, the high-souled Pandavas spent 
one and ten years in a miserable plight. And although deserv- 
ing of happiness, those foremost of men, brooding over 
their circumstances, passed their days miserably, living on 
fruits and roots* And that royal sage, the mighty-armed 
Yudhishthira, reflecting that the extremity of misery that 
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id befallen his brothers, was owing to bis own faulty and 
imembering those sufferings that had arisen from his act 

gambling, could not sleep peacefully. And he felt as if bis 
sart had been pierced with a lance. And remembering 
le harsh words of the Suta’s son, the P&ndava, repressing 
*e venom of his wrath, passed his time in humble guise* 
ghing heavily. And Arjuna and both the twins and the 
lustrious Draupadi, and the mighty Bhima — he that was 
rongest of all men — experienced the most poignant pain 
i casting their eyes on Yudhishthira. And, thinking that 
short time only remained (of their exile), those bulls among 
ien, influenced by rage and hope and by resorting to various 
rertions and endeavours, made their bodies assume almost 
ifferent shapes. 

“ After a little while, that mighty ascetic, Yy&sa, the son 
f Satyavati, came there to see the P&ndavas. And seeing 
im approach, Kunti’s son, Yudhishthira, Btepped forward, 
nd duly received that high-souled one. And having grati- 
ed VySsa by bowing down unto him, Pandu's son of sub- 
ued senses, after the Rishi had been seated, sat down be- 
>re him, desirous of listening to him. And beholding his 
randsons lean and living in the forest on the produce 
f the wilderness, that mighty sage, moved by compassion, 
aid these words, in accents choked in tears, — ‘O mighty- 
rmed Yudhishthira, O thou best of virtuous persons, those 
ien that do not perform ascetic austerities never attain 
reat happiness in this world. People experience happi- 
teas and misery by turns; for surely, O bull among men, 
o man ever enjoyeth unbroken happiness. A wise man endued 
rith high wisdom, knowing that life hath its ups and 
owns, is neither filled with joy nor with grief. When happi- 
ess cometh, one should enjoy it : when misery cometh, one 
hould bear it, as a sower of crops must bide his season. 
Nothing is superior to asceticism : by asceticism one ac- 
luireth mighty fruit. Do thou know, O Bhirata, that 
<here is nothing that asceticism cannot achieve. Truth, sin- 
ierity, freedom from auger, justice, self-control, restraint of 
*he faculties, immunity from malice, guilelessness, sanctity,. 



Vana parva. 


mt 

and mortification of the senses, — these, O mighty monarch, 
purify a person of meritorious acts. Foolish persons addicted to 
vice and bestial ways, attain to brutish births in after life and 
never enjoy happiness. The fruit of acts done in this world, 
is reaped in the next. Therefore, should one restrain his body 
by asceticism and the observance of vows. And, O king, 
free from guile and with a cheerful spirit, one should, according 
to his power, bestow gifts, after bowing down to the recipient 
and paying him homage. A truth-telling person attaineth a 
life devoid of trouble, A person void of anger attaineth sin* 
cerity, and one free from malice acquireth supreme content- 
ment. A person who hath subdued his senses and his inner 
faculties, never knoweth tribulation ; nor is a person of sub- 
dued senses affected by sorrow at sight of other's prosperity. 
A man who giveth every one his due, and a bestower of boons, 
attain happiness, and come by every object jo f enjoyment ; 
while a man free from envy reapeth perfect ease. He that 
honoreth those to whom honor is due, attaineth birth in an 
illustrious line ; and he that hath subdued his senses, never 
cometh by misfortune. A man whose mind followeth good, 
after having paid his debt to nature, is on that account, born 
again endued with a righteous mind.’ 

“ Yudhishthira said, — ‘O eminently virtuous one, O 
mighty sage, of the bestowal of gifts and the observance of 
asceticism, which is of greater efficacy in the next world, and 
which, harder to practise V 

“Vyasa said, — ‘There i3 nothing, O child, in this world 
harder to practise than charity. Men greatly thirst after 
wealth, and wealth also is gotten with difficulty. Nay, 
renouncing even dear life itself, heroic men, O magnani- 
mous one, enter into the depths of the sea and the forest for 
the Bake of wealth. For wealth, some betake themselves to 
agriculture and the tending of kine, and some enter into ser- 
vitude. Therefore, it is extremely difficult to part with wealth 
that is obtained with such trouble. Since nothing is hard- 
er to practise than charity, therefore, in my opinion, even 
the bestowal of boons is superior to every thing. Speci- 
ally is this to be borne in mind that well-gotten gains 
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iould, in proper time and place, be given away to pious* 
en. But the bestowal of ill-gotten gains can never rescue 
e giver from the evil of rebirth. It hath been declared, O 
udhishthira, that by bestowing, in a pure spirit, even a 
ight gift in due time and to a fit recipient, a man at- 
uneth inexhaustible fruit in the next world. In this connec- 
on isinstanced the old story regarding the fruit obtained by 
udgala, for having given away only a Drona * of corn/ ” 
Thus ends the two hundred and fifty-eighth Section in 
ie Ghosha-yatra of the Vana Parva. 


Section CCLIX. 

( Ghosha-yatra Parva continued . ) 

“ Yudhishthira said, — ‘Why did that high-souled one give 
way a Drona of corn ? And, O eminently pious one, to whom 
nd in what prescribed way did he give it ? Do thou tell me 
hiis ! Surely, I consider the life of that virtuous person as 
aving borne fruit with whose practices the possessor himself 
: the six attributes, witnessing everything, was well-pleased/ 
“Vyasa said, — ‘There lived, O king, in Kurukshetra a 
[rtuous (sage) Mudgala by name. And he was truthful, and 
ee from malice, and of subdued senses. And he used to 
ad the Sila and Unchha modes of life.*}* And although 
ading life like a pigeon, yet that one of mighty austerities 
itertained his guests, celebrated the sacrifice called Ishti - 
*ita, and performed other rites. And that sage together 
ith his son and wife, ate for a fortnight, and during the 
/her fortnight led the life of a pigeon, collecting a drona 
corn. And celebrating the Darga and Paurnamdsa sacri- 
3es, that one devoid of guile, used to pass his days by 
iking the food that remained after the deities and the 

* A very small measure. 

+ Picking up for support (1) ears of corn and (2) individual grains, 
ft on the field by husbandmen after they have gathered and carried 
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quests had eaten. And on auspicious lunar days, that lord of 
;he three worlds, IndrA himself, acc ompanied by the celestials, 
used, O mighty monarch, to partake of the food offered at his 
acrifice. And that one, having adopted the life of a Muni, 
with a cheerful heart entertained his guests also with food 
on such days. And as that high-souled one distributed his food 
with alacrity, the remainder of the drona of corn increased 
as soon as a guest appeared. And by virtue of the pure 
spirit in which the sage gave away, that food of his increased 
so much that hundreds upon hundreds of learned Brahmanas 
were fed with it. 

“ ‘And, O king, it came to pass that having heard of the 
tirtuous Mudgala observant of vows, the Muni Durviisi, 
having space alone for his covering,* his accoutrements 
worn like that of a maniac, and his head bare of hair, came 
there, uttering, O Panda va, various insulting words. And 
having arrived there, that best of Munis said unto the Brah- 
mana, — Know thou, O foremost of Br&hmanas, that I have 
come hither seeking for food. — Thereupon Mudgala said unto 
the sage, — Thou art welcome ! — And then offering to that 
maniac of an ascetic affected by hunger, water to wash hia 
feet and mouth, that one observant of the vow of feeding 
guests, respectfully placed before him excellent fare. Affected 
by hunger, the frantic Rishi completely exhausted the food 
that had been offered unto him. Thereupon, Mudgala fur- 
nished him again with food. Then having eaten up all that* 
food, he besmeared his body with the unclean remainder 
and went away as he had come. In this manner, during 
the next season, he came again and ate up all the food 
supplied by that wise one leading the Unchha mode of life. 
Thereupon, without partaking any food himself, the sage^ 
Mudgala again became engaged in collecting corn, following 
the Unchha mode. Hunger could not disturb his equani- 
mity, Nor could anger, or guile, or a sense of degradation, 
or agitation, enter into the heart of that best of Brahmanas 
leading the Unchha mode of life along with his son and. 

Naked. 

97 


770 


SlAHABHUUTA. 


his wife. In this way, Durvasa, haying made up his mind, 
during successive seasons presented himself for six several 
times before that best of sages living according to the Unchka 
mode; yet that Muni could not perceive any agitation in 
Mudgala’s heart*; and he found the pure heart of that pure-* 
souled ascetic always pure. Thereupon, well-pleased, the sage 
addressed Mudgala, saying, — There is not another guileless 
and charitable being like thee on earth. The pangs of hunger 
drive away to a distance the sense of righteousness and de- 
prive people of all patience. The tongue, loving delicacies, 
attracteth men towards them. Life is sustained by food. The 
mind, moreover, is fickle, and it is hard to keep it in subjec- 
tion. The concentration of the mind and of the senses surely 
constitutes ascetic austerities. It must be hard to renounce 
in a pure spirit a thing earned by painstaking. Yet, O pious 
one, all this hath been duly achieved by thee ! In thy com- 
pany we feel obliged and gratified. Self-restraint, fortitude, 
justice, control of the senses and of faculties, mercy, and virtue, 
all these are established in thee. Thou hast by thy deeds 
conquered the different worlds and have thereby obtained 
admission into paths of beatitude. Ah ! even the dwellers of 
heaven are proclaiming thy mighty deeds of charity. O thou 
observant of vows, thou shalt go to heaven even in thine 
own body! — 

“ ‘Whilsto the Muni DuravsS. was speaking thus, a celestial 
messenger appeared before Mudgala, upon a car yoked with 
swans and cranes, hung with a net- work of bells, scented with 
divine fragrance, painted picturesquely, and possessed of the 
power of going everywhere at will. And he addressed the 
Br&hmana sage, saying, — O sage, do thou ascend into this 
chariot earned by thy acts. Thou hast attained the fruit 
of thy asceticism ! — ” 

“ ‘As the messenger of the gods was speaking thus, the sage 
told him, — O divine messenger, I desire that thou mayst des- 
cribe unto me the attributes of those that reside there? 
What are their austerities, and what their purposes ? And, O 
messenger of the gods, what constitutes happiness in heaven ; 
and what are the disadvantages thereof ? It is declared by 
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Tirtuous men of good lineage that friendship with pious people 
is contracted by only walking with them seven paces. O lord, 
in the name of that friendship, I ask thee 1 Do thou, with** 
out hesitation, tell me the truth, and that which is good for 
me to know. Having heard thee, I shall, according to thy 
words, ascertain the course I ought to follow.’ ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and fifty-ninth Section in the 
Ghosha-yatra of the Yana Parra, 

Section CC LX. 

( Gho8ha-y<itra Parva continued. ) 

u ‘The messenger of the gods said, — 0 great sage, thou art 
of simple understanding ; since, having secured that celes- 
tial bliss which bringeth great honor, thou art still deli- 
berating like an unwise person. O Muni , that region which is 
known as heaven, existeth there above us. Those regions 
tower high, and are furnished with excellent paths, and are, 

O sage, always ranged by celestial cars. Atheists, and untruth- 
ful persons, those that have not practised ascetic austerities 
and those that have not performed great saorifices, cannot re- 
pair thither. Only men of virtuous souls, and those of sub- 
dued spirits, and those that have their faculties in subjection, 
and those that have controlled their senses, and those that are ; 
free from malice, and persons intent on the practice of 
charity, and heroes, and men bearing marks of battle, after > 
having, with subdued senses and faculties, performed the 
most meritorious rites, attain those regions, O Br ah man a, 
capable of being obtained only by virtuous acts, and inhabit- 
ed by pious men ! There, O Maudgalya, are established se- 
parately myriads of beautiful, shining, and resplendent worlds 
bestowing every object of desire, owned by those celestial 
beings, — the gods, the Sadhyas, and the Vai$was, the great"^ 
sages, the Yam as, and the Dharaas, and the Gandharvas and 
the Apsaras. And there is that monarch of mountains— 
the golden Meru — extending over a space of thirty-three 
thousand Tojanas. And there, O Mudgala, are the sacred 
gardens of the celestials, with Nandana at their head, where 
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*port persons of meritorious acts. And neither hunger, nor 
. thirst, npr lassitude, nor fear, nor anything that is disgusting 
or inauspicious is there. And all the odours of that place 
are delightful, and all the breezes delicious to the touch* 
And all the sounds there are captivating, O sage,, to the ear 
and the heart. And neither grief, nor decrepitude, nor labor, 
nor repentance also is there. That world, O Muni , obtained 
as the fruit of one's own acts, is of this nature. Persona 
repair thither by virtue of their meritorious deeds. And the 
persons of those that dwell there look resplendent, and this, 

0 Maudgalya, solely by virtue of their own acts, and not 
owing to the merits of fathers or mothers. And there is 
neither sweat, nor stench, nor excreta, nor urine. And, 
there, O Muni , dust doth not besoil one's garments. And 
their excellent garlands, redolent of divine fragrance, never 
fade. And, O Brahmana, they yoke such cars as this (that 

1 have brought). And, O mighty sage, devoid of envy and 
grief and fatigue and ignorance and malice, men who have 
attained heaven, dwell in those regions happily. And, O bull 
among Munis , higher and higher over such regions, there are 
others endued with higher celestial virtues. Of these, the 
beautiful and resplendent regions of BrahmS, are the fore- 
most. Thither, O Brahmana, repair Rishis that have been 
sanctified by meritorious acts. And there dwell certain beings 
named Ribhus . They are the gods of the gods themselves. 
Their regions are supremely blessed, and are. adored even 
by the deities. These shine by their own light, and bestow 
every object of desire. They suffer no pangs that women 
might cause, do not possess worldly wealth, and are free from 
guile. The Ribhus do not subsist on oblations, nor yet on 
ambrosia. And they are endued with such celestial forma 
Nat they cannot be perceived by the senses. And these 
eternal gods of the celestials do not desire happiness for 
happiness’ sake, nor do they change at the revolution of 
a Kalpa. Where, indeed, is their decrepitude or dissolution ? 
Foi \hem there is neither ecstasy, nor joy, nor happiness. 
They have neither happiness nor misery. Wherefore should 
they have anger or aversion then* O Muni ? O Maudgalya, 
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fth'eir supreme state is coveted even by the gods. And that 
ere wmng emancipation, hard to attain, can never be ac- 
•quired by people subject to desire. The number of those 
tdeities is thirty-three. To their regions repair wise men, 
.after having observed excellent vows, or bestowed gifts ac- 
cording to the ordinance. Thou also hast easily acquired 
that success by thy charities. Do thou, thy effulgence display- 
ed by virtue of thy ascetic austerities, enjoy that condition 
(obtained by thy meritorious acts ! Such, O Brahmana, is the 
bliss of heaven containing various worlds ! — 

— Thus have I described unto thee the blessings x>f the 
celestial regions. Do thou now hear from me some of the 
•disadvantages thereof. That in the celestial regions a person 
while reaping the fruit of the acts he hath already performed 
cannot be engaged in any others, and that he must enjoy the 
consequences of the former until they are completely exhaust- 
ed, and, further, that he is subject to fail after he hath entirely 
exhausted his merit, form, in my opinion, the disadvantages 
of heaven. The fall of a person whose mind hath been steepec 
in happiness, must, O Mudgala, be pronounced as a fault 
And the discontent and regret that must follow one’s staj 
at an inferior seat after one hath enjoyed more auspicious 
and brighter regions, must be hard to bear ! And the con- 
sciousness of those about to fall is stupified, and also agi- 
tated by emotions. And as the garlands of those about 1c 
fall fade away, fear invadeth their hearts. These might, 
drawbacks, O Maudgalya, extend even to the regions them- 
selves of BrahmS. In the celestial regions, the virtues o 
men who have performed righteous acts, are countless. And 
O Muni, this is another of the attributes of the fallen that, 
reason of their merits, they take birth among men. And ther 
they attain to high fortune and happiness. If one, however 
cannot acquire knowledge here, he cometh by an inferio 
birth. The fruit of acts done in this world are reaped in the 
next. This world, O Brahmana, hath been declared to be one 
of acts ; the other, as one of fruit. Thus have I, O Mudgala 
asked by thee, described all this unto thee ! Now, O piou 
one, with tby favor, we shall easily set out with speed,— 1 
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“VySLsa continued, — 'Having beard this speech, Maudgalj 
began to reflect in his mind. And having deliberated well' 
that best of Munis spake thus unto the celestial messenger,— 
O messenger of the gods, I bow unto thee ! Do thou, O sire, 
depart in peace 1 I have nothing to do with either happiness, 
or heaven having such prominent defects. Persons who enjoy 
heaven suffer, after fall, huge misery and extreme regret 
in this world ! Therefore, I do not desire heaven ! I shall 
seek for that unfailing region repairing whither people have 
not to lament, or to be pained, or agitated. Thou hast 
^described unto me these mighty defects belonging to the 
celestial regions. Do thou now describe unto me a region 
free from faults ! — Thereupon the celestial messenger said, — - 
Above the abode of BrahmS,, there is the supreme seat of 
Vishnu, pure, and eternal, and luminous, known by the name 
of Para Brahma . Thither, O Brahmana, cannot repair persons 
jwho are addicted to the objects of the senses ; nor can those 
^subject to arrogance, covetousness, ignorance, anger, and envy, 
go to that place. It is only those that are free from affection, 
and those free from pride, and those free from conflicting 
iemotions, and those that have restrained their senses, and 
those given to contemplation and Yoga , that can repair 
tjiither ! — Having heard these words, the Muni bade farewell 
i to the celestial messenger, and that virtuous one leading the 
Unchha mode of life, assumed perfect contentment. And 
lthen praise and dispraise became equal unto him ; and a brick* 
fbat, stone, and gold assumed the same aspect in his eyes* 
'And availing himself of the means of attaining Brahma , he 
became always engaged in meditation. And having obtained 
joower by means of knowledge, and aequired excellent un- 
tderstanding, he attained that supreme state of emancipa- 
tion which is regarded as Eternal. Therefore, thou also, O 
Kunti’s son, ought not to grieve. Deprived thou hast truly 
been of a flourishing kingdom, but thou wilt regain it by thy 
ascetic austerities. Misery after happiness, and happiness 
after misery revolve by turns round a man even like the 
points of a wheel’s circumference round the axle. After 
the thirteenth year hath passsed away, thou wilt, O thout 
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of immeasurable might, get back the kingdom possessed 
before thee by thy father and grand-father. Therefore, let the 
fever of thy heart depart F ” 

Y aigampayana continued. — “ Having said this to Pandu's 
son, the worshipful Vyasa went back to his hermitage for the 
purpose of performing austerities. ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and sixtieth Section in the 
Ghosha-yatra of the Yana Parva. 


Section CCLXI. 

( Draupadi-harana Parva . ) 

Janamejaya said. — “While the high-souled Panda vas were 
living in those woods, delighted with the pleasant converse 
they held with the Munis, and engaged in distributing the 
food they obtained from the sun, with various kinds of venison, 
to Brahmanas and others that came to them for edibles till' 
the hour of Krishna's meal, how, O great Muni, did Duryo 
dhana and the other wicked and sinful sons of Dhritarashtra 
guided by the counsels of Dusgasana, Kama and Sakuni, 
deal with them ? I ask thee this ! Do thou, worshipful sir; 
enlighten me l” 

Vaigampayana said. — “ When, O great king, Duryodhana 
heard that the Pandavas were living as happily in the 
woods as in a city, he longed, with the artful Kama 
Dusgasana and others, to do them harm. And while those 
evil-minded persons were employed in concerting various 
wicked designs, the virtuous and celebrated ascetic Durv&sft, 
following the bent of his own will, arrived at the city of the 
Kurus with ten thousand disciples. And seeing the irascible 
ascetic arrived, Duryodhana and his brothers welcomed him 
with great humility, self-abasement and gentleness. And him* 
self attending on the Rishi as a menial, the prince gave him a 
right worshipful reception* And the illustrious Muni stayed 
there for a few days, while king Duryodhana «rful of hie 
imprecations, attended on him deligently by a , and night* 
And sometimes the Muni would say— T am hm &ry, O king 
give me some food quickly F And sometimes he would g< 
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>Ut for a bath and, returning at a late hour, would say,—' T~ 
ihall not eat anything today as I have no appetite/ and so 
aying would disappear from his sight. And sometimes, comi- 
ng all on a sudden, he would say, — ‘feed us quickly 1* And 
ct other times, bent on some mischief, he would awake at 1 
midnight and having caused his meals to be prepared as be* 
ore, would carp at them and not partake of them at all. 
And trying the prince in this way for a while, when the*' 
\funi found that king Duryodhana was neither angered nor 
unoyed, he became graciously inclined towards him. And 
hen, O Bharata, the intractable Durvask said unto him, 
— I have power to grant thee boons ! Thou mayst ask of 
ae whatever lies nearest to thy heart ! May good fortune 
>e thine ! Pleased as I am with thee, thou mayst obtain from 
ae anything that is not opposed to religion and morals f 
Vaigampayana continued. — “Hearing these words of the 
reat ascetic, Suyodhana felt himself to be inspired with new 
ife. Indeed, it had been agreed upon between himself and 
Lama and Dusgasana as to what the boon should be that 
e would ask of the Muni if the latter were pleased with his 
eception. And the evil-minded king, bethinking himself of' 
rhat had previously been decided, joyfully solicited tlm 
allowing favour, saying, — ‘The great king Yudhishthira is 
he eldest and the best of our race ! That pious wight is now 
iving in the forest with his brothers. Do thou, therefore, once^ 
tecome the guest of that illustrious one even as, O Brahm \na, 
hou hast with thy disciples been mine for sometime l If thou' 
rt minded to do me a favour, do thou go unto him at a time 
rhen that delicate and excellent lady, the celebrated princ- 
ess of Panchala, after having regaled with food the Brah« 
lanas, her husband and herself, may lie down to rest I* The 
iiehi replied, — ‘Even so shall I act for thy satisfaction l* 
i.nd having said this to Suyodhana, that great Br&hmana, 
>urvasa, went away in the very same state in which be had 
ome. And Suyodhana regarded himself to have attained all 
he objects of his desire. And holding Kama by the hand he 
xpressed great satisfaction. And Kama, too, joyfully addressed, 
he king in the company of his brothers, saying,— -‘By a piecg? 
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of singular good luck, thou hast fared well and attained the 
objects of thy desire ! And by good luck it is that thy ene- 
mies have been immersed in a sea of dangers that is difficult 
to cross ! The sons of Pandu are now exposed to the fire of 
Durvasa’s wrath ! Through their own fault they have fallen 
into an abyss of darkness.’ ” 

Vai9ampayana continued.— 4 O king, expressing their 
satisfaction in this strain, Duryodhana and others, bent on 
evil machinations, returned merrily to their respective homes, ,a 

Thus ends the two hundred and sixty-first Section in the 
Draupadi-harana of the Yana Parva, 

Section CCLXII. 

( Draupadi-harana Parva continued . ) 

Vaigampayana said.— “ One day, having previously 
tained that the Pandavas were all seated at their 
that Krishna was reposing herself after her meal, 

Durvasa, surrounded by ten thousand disciples, repairec 
that forest. The illustrious and upright king Yudhishth 
seeing that guest arrived, advanced with his brothers to 
ceive him. And joining the palms of his hands and 
ing to a proper and excellent seat, he accorded the Rishi a mj 
and respectful welcome. And the king said unto him,— ‘Re- 
turn quick, O adorable sir, after performing thy diurnal ab- ; 
lutions and observances!* And that sinless Muni, not know- 
ing how the king would be able to provide a feast for him 
and his disciples, proceeded with the latter to perform hia 
ablutions. And that host of Munis, of subdued passions,' 
went into the stream for performing their ablutions. Mean- 
while, O king, the excellent princess Draupadi, devoted to her 
husbands, was in great anxiety about the food (to be pro- 
vided for the Munis). And when after much anxious thought! 
she came to the conclusion that means there were none for 
providing a feast, she inwardly prayed to Krishna the slayer 
of Kansa. And the princess said, — ‘Krishna, O Krishna of 
mighty arms, O son of Devaki, whose power is inexhaustible, 
0 Yasudeva, 0 lord of the Universe, who dispellest the diffi^ 

93 
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,es of those that bow down to thee, thou art the soul, the 
tor and the destroyer of the Universe ! Thou, O lord, art 
laustible and the saviour of the afflicted ! Thou art the 
srver of the Universe and of all created beings ! Thou 
ae highest of the high, and the spring of the mental 
options called AJcuti and Chiti !* O Supreme and In* 

. being, O giver of all good, be thou the refuge of the 
ess ! O primordial Being, incapable of being conceived 
le soul or the mental faculties or otherwise, thou art the 
of all and the lord of Brahma ! I seek thy protection ! 
thou art ever kindly disposed towards those that take 
in tbee ! Do thou cherish me with thy kindness ! O 
with a complexion dark as the leaves of the blue lotus, 
with eyes red as the corola of the lily, and attired in 
w robes with, besides, the bright Kaustuva gem in thy 
tn, thou art the beginning and the end of the creation, and 
preat refuge of all 1 Thou art the Supremest light and es- 
3 of the Universe ! Thy face is directed towards every 
i ! They call thee the Supreme germ and the depositary 
1 treasures ! Under thy protection, O Lord of the gods, 
vils lose their terror ! As thou hadst protected me before 
Dusgasana, do thou extricate me now from this diffl* 
7 V 

faisampayana continued. — “ The great and sovereign 
and Lord of the earth, of mysterious movements, the 
Ke$ava who is ever kind to dependants, thus adored by 
ana, and perceiving her difficulty, instantly repaired to 
place, leaving the bed of Rukmini who was sleeping by 
ide. Beholding Vasudeva, Draupadi bowed down to him 
eat joy and informed him of the arrival of the Munis 
svery other thing. And having heard everything, Krishna 
unto her, — ‘I am very much afflicted with hunger, do 
give me some food without delay, and then thou mayst go 
t thy work T At these words of Ke 9 ava, Krishna became 


Both these words are of doubtful meaning. It seems they are 
>yed in the Vedas to denote the faculties of knowledge and the 
sense respectively. — T \ 
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Confused, and replied unto him, saying, — ‘The sun-given vessel 
remains full till I finish my meal ! But as I have already 
taken rhy meal to-day, there is no food in it now f Then that 
lotus-oyed and adorable being said unto Krishna, — ‘This is 
no time for jest, O Krishna ! I am much distressed with 
hunger, go thou quickly to fetch the vessel and show it to 
me 1’ When Kegava , that ornament of the Yadu race, had 
the vessel brought unto him with such persistence, he looked 
into it and saw a particle of rice and vegetable sticking at its 
rim. And swallowing it he said unto her, — ‘May it please the 
god Hari, the soul of the Universe, and may that god who par- 
taketh at sacrifices, be satiated with this !’ Then the long- 
armed Krishna, that soother of miseries, said unto Bhima- 
sena, — ‘Do thou speedily invite the Munis to dinner !* Ther 
O good king, the celebrated Bhima-sena, quickly went to in 
vite to the repast all those Munis , DurvSLsa and others, who ha 
gone to the nearest stream of transparent and cool water to per 
form their ablutions. Meanwhile, those ascetics, having plung 
ed into the river, were rubbing their bodies and observing tha 
they all felt their stomachs to be full. And coming out of tl 
stream, they began to stare at one another. And turning tf 
wards Durvasa, all those ascetics observed, — ‘Having bade ti 
king to make our meals ready, we have come hither for 1 
bath. But how, O regenerate Rishi, can we eat anythin 
now, for our stomachs seem to be full to the throat. Th 
rapast hath been uselessly prepared for us ! What is the bes 
thing to be done now V Durvasa replied. — ‘By spoiling th 
repast, we have done a great wrong to that royal sage, kin 
Yudhishthira ! Would that the Pandavas destroyed us no 1 
looking down upon us with angry eyes ! I know the roysT 
sage Yudhishthira to be possessed of great ascetic power ! Ye 
Brahmanas, lam afraid of men that are devoted to Hari! 
The high-souled Pandavas are all religious men, learned, war- 
like, diligent in ascetic austerities and religious observances, 
devoted to Vasudeva, and always observant of rules of good 
conduct. If provoked, they can consume us with their wrath 
as fire doth a bale of cotton. Therefore, ye disciples, do ye all 
run away quickly without seeing them (again) !* 
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Vaiijampayana continued. — “All those Brahmanas, fcheii 
advised by their ascetic preceptor, became greatly afraid of the 
Pandavas, and fled away in all directions. Then Bhima-sena, 
not beholding those excellent Munis in the celestial river, 
made a search after them here and there at all the landing 
places. And learning from the ascetics of those places that 
they had run away, he came back and informed Yudhish- 
thira of what had happened. Then all the Pandavas, of sub- 
dued senses, expecting them to come, remained awaiting their 
arrival for some time. And Yudhishthira said, — coming in the 
dead of night, the Rishi will deceive us! Oh, how can we escape 
ofrom this difficulty created by the fates !’ Seeing them absorb- 
ed in such reflections and breathing long deep sighs at frequent 
W/itervals, the illustrious Krishna suddenly appeared to them 
irtnd addressed them these words. — ‘Knowing, ye sons of Pritha, 
ig*our danger from that wrathful Rishi , I was implored by 
Upraupadi to come, and (therefore) have I come here speedily ! 
r (jJut now ye have not the least fear from the Rishi Durvasa, 
esifraid of your ascetic powers, he hath made himself scarce ere 
,h&is. Virtuous men never suffer. I now ask your permission 
inP let me return home. May you always be prosperous !* ” 

Vaigampayana continued. — “Hearing Kegava’s words, the 
,y£>ns of Pritha, with Draupadi, became easy in mind. And 
rd**ed of their fever (of anxiety), they said unto him, — 
w jls persons drowning in the wide ocean, safely reach the 
jhore by means of a boat, so have we, by thy aid, O lord 
av lovinda, escaped from this inextricable difficulty! Do thou 
k a ow depart in peace, and may prosperity be thine P Thus 
dismissed, he repaired to his capital and the Pandavas too, O 
eJ lessed lord, wandering from forest to forest, passed their 
days merrily with Draupadi. Thus, 0 king, have I related to 
thee the story which thou hadst asked me to repeat. And it 
was thus that the machinations of the wicked sons of Dhrita- 
rashtra about the Pandavas in the forest, were frustrated.” 

Thus ends the two hundred and sixty-second Section in 
the Draupadi-harana of the Vana Parva. 



Section CCLXIII. 

( Draupadi-harana Parva continued . ) 

Vaitjampayana said, — “ Those great warriors of the race 
of Bharata sojourned like the immortals in the great forest 
of Kamyaka, employed in hunting and pleased with the 
sight of numerous wild tracts of country and wide reaches 
of woodland, gorgeous with flowers blossoming in season. 
And the sons of Pandu, each like unto Indra and the t^rr^f 
of his enemies, dwelt there for some time. And one day those 
valiant men, the conquerors of their foes, went about in all 
directions, in search of game for feeding the Brahmanas in 
their company, leaving Draupadi alone at the hermitage, 
with the permisson of the great ascetic Trinavindu, resplendent 
with ascetic grandeur, and of their spiritual guide Dhaumya. 
Meanwhile, the famous king of Sindhu, the son of Briddha- 
kshatra was, with a view to matrimony, proceeding to the king- 
dom of Salwa, dressed in his best royal apparel and accompani- 
ed by numerous princes. And the prince halted in the woods 
of Kamyaka. And in that secluded place, he found the beauti- 
ful Draupadi, the beloved and clebrated wife of the Pandav&f 
Btanding at the thresh old of the hermitage. And she looked 
grand in the superb beauty of her form, and seemed to shed a 
lustre on the woodland around, like lightning illuminating 
masses of dark clouds. And they who saw her asked them- 
selves, — Ts this an Apsara , or a daughter of the gods, or a celes- 
tial phantom ?, And with this thought, their hands also joined 
together, they stood gazing on the perfect and faultless beau- 
ty of her form. And Jayadratha the king of Sindhu and thej 
son of Yriddhakshatra, struck with amazement at the sight 
of that lady of faultless beauty, was seized with an evil inten- 
tion. And inflamed with desire, he said to the prince named 
Kotika, — ‘Whose is this lady of faultless form ? Is she of the 
human kind ? I have no need to marry if I can secure this 
exquisitely beautiful creature. Taking her with me I shall 
go back to my abode. Go, sir, and enquire who she is and 
whence she has come and why also hath that delicate being 
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come into this forest beset with thorns ! Will this ornament 
of womankind, this slender- waisted lady of so much beauty, 
endued with handsome teeth and large eyes, accept me as her 
lord? I shall certainly regard myself successful, if I obtain 
the hand of this excellent lady ! Go, Kotika, and enquire 
who her husband may be !’ Thus asked, Kotika wearing a 
Kundala, jumped out of his chariot and came near her, as a 
jackal approacheth a tigress, and spake unto her these words. ” 
Thus ends the two hundred and sixty-third Section in the 
Draupadi-harana of the Vana Parva. 

Section CCLXIV. 

( Draupadi-harana Parva continued. ) 

1 u Kotika said. — ‘Excellent lady, who art thou that standst 
done, leaning on a branch of the Kadamva tree, at this her- 
mitage and looking grand like a flame of fire blazing at night 
ime, and fanned by the wind ? Exquisitely beautiful as thou 
irb, how is it that thoufeelest not any fear in these forests ? 
Rethinks thou art a goddess, or a Yakshi, or a Ddnavi or an 
ixcellent Apsara , or the wife of a Daitya , or a daughter of 
he Naga king, or a Rakshasi , or the wife of Yaruna, or of 
Tama, or of Soma, or of Kuvera, who, having assumed a 
uman form, wanderest in these forests ! Or, hast thou come 
*om the mansions of 1 Dhdtri, or of Vidhatri , or of Savitri, 
p of Vibhu , or of Sakra ? Thou dost not ask us who we are, 
:>r do we know who protects thee here ! Respectfully do 
e ask thee, good lady, who is thy powerful father, and, O, 

) tell us truly the names of thy husband, thy relatives, 
d thy race, and tell us also what thou doest here ! As for 
, I am king Suratha’s son whom people know by the name 
Kotika, and that man with eyes large as the petals of the 
ius, sitting on a chariot of gold, like the sacrificial fire on 
9 altar, is the warrior known by the name of Kshemankara, 
lg of Trigarta, And behind him is the famous son of the 
ig of Kulinda, who is even now gazing on thee 1 Armed with 
nighty bow and endued with large eyes, and decorated with 
wrery wreaths, he always liveth on the breasts of mountains. 
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That dark and handsome young man, the scourge of his ene* 
mies, standing at the edge of that tank, is the son of Suvalu 
of the race of Ikshwaku ! And if, O excellent lady, thou 
hast ever heard the name of Jayadratha the king of Sauviras, 
even he is there at the head of six thousand chariots, with 
horses and elephants and infantry, and followed by twelve 
Sauvira princes as his standard-bearers, named Angaraka, 
Kunjara, G uptake, Satrunjaya, Srinjaya, Suprabiddha, Pra- 
bhankara, Bhramara, Ravi, Sura, Pratapa and Kuhana, all 
mounted on chariots drawn by chesnut horses and every one 
of them looking like the fire on the sacrificial altar. The 
brothers also of that king, viz , the powerful Valahaka, Anika, 
Vidarana and others, are among his followers. These strong- 
limbed and noble youths are the flower of the Sauvira chivalry. 
The king is journeying in the company of these his friends, 
like Indra surrounded by the Maruts. O fine-haired lady, do 
tell us that are unacquainted (with these matters), whoso 
wife and whose daughter thou art !* ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and sixty-fourth Section m 
the Draupadi-harana of the Yana Parva. 


Section CCLXY. 

( Draupadi-harana Parva continued . ) 

Vai^ampayana continued. — “The princess Draupadi, thus 
questioned by that ornament of Sivi’s race, moved her eyes 
gently, and letting go her hold of the Kadamva branch and 
arranging her silken apparel, she said, — I am aware, O prince, 
that it is not proper for a person like me to address you thus, 
but as there is not another man or woman here to speak 
with thee and as I am alone here just now, let me, therefore, 
speak ! Know, worthy sir, that being alone in this forest 
here, I should not speak unto thee, remembering the usages 
of my sex. I have learned, 0 Saivya, that thou art Su- 
ratha’s son, whom people know by the name of Kotika ! 
Therefore, on my part, I shall now tell thee of my relations 
and renowned race. I am the daughter of king Drupada, and 
people know me by the name of Krishna, and I have accepted, 
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as my bu3bands, five persons of whom you may have heard while 
they were living atKsh&ndava-prastha. Those noble persons, viz 9 
Yudhishthira, Bhima-sena, Arjuna, and the two sons of M&dri, 
leaving me here and having assigned unto themselves the 
four points of the horizon, have gone out on a hunting excur- 
sion! The king hath gone to the east, Bhima-sena towards 
the south, Arjuna to the west, and the twin brothers towards 
the north ! I think it is time for those excellent warriors to 
return home ! Therefore, do ye now alight and dismiss your 
carriages so that ye may depart after receiving a due wel- 
come from them ! The high-souled son of Dharma is fond of 
guests and will surely be delighted to see you !’ Having ad- 
dressed Saivya’s son in this way, the daughter of Drupada, 
with face beautiful as the moon, remembering well her hus- 
band’s character for hospitality, entered her spacious cottage. ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and sixty-five Section in 
the Draupadi-harana of the Vana Parva. 

Section CCLXYI. 

( Draupadi-harana Parva continued . ) 

Vaigampayana said. — “ O Bharata, Kotikakhya related to 
those princes who had been waiting, all that had passed be- 
tween him and Krishna. And hearing Kotikakhya* s words, 
Jayadratha said to that scion of the race of Sivi, — ‘Having 
listened only to her speech, my heart has been lovingly in- 
clined towards that ornament of womankind ! Why, there- 
fore, hast thou returned (thus unsuccessfully) ! I tell thea 
truly, O thou of mighty arms, that having once seen this 
lady, other women now seem to me like so many monkeys ! 
Having looked at her, she has captivated my heart ! Do tell 
me, O Saivya, if that excellent lady is of the human kind l* 
Kotika replied, — ‘This lady is the famous princess Krishna, the 
daughter of Drupada, and the celebrated wife of the five sons 
of Pandu. She is the much-esteemed and beloved and chaste 
wife of the sons of Pritha. Taking her with thee, do thou 
proceed towards Sauvira !’ ” 

Vaigampayana continued,— * Thus addressed, the evil-mind; 
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«d Jayadratha the king of Sindhu, Sauvira and otjier countries, 
said, — ‘I must see Draupadi.' And with six other men, he 
entered that solitary hermitage, like a wolf entering the den 
of a lion. And he said unto Krishna, — ‘Hail to thee, excellent 
lady! Are thy husbands well and those, besides, whose 
prosperity thou always wishest!’ Draupadi replied,— ‘Kunti’s 
son king Yudhishthira of the race of Kuru, his brothers, my- 
self, and all those of whom thou hast enquired, are well. Is 
everything right with thy kingdom, thy government, thy ex- 
chequer, and thy army ? Art thou, as sole ruler, governing 
with justice the rich countries of Saivya, Sivi, Sindhu and 
others that thou hast brought under thy sway ? Do thou, 
O prince, accept this water for washing thy feet. Do thou 
also take this seat. I offer thee fifty animals for thy train’s 
breakfast. Besides these, Yudhishthira himself, the son of 
Kunti, will give thee porcine deer, and Nanlcu deer, and 
does, and antelopes, and Saravas , and rabbits, and Ruru 
deer, and bears, and Samvara deer and gayals and many 
other animals, besides wild boars and buffalos and other 
animals of the quadruped tribe. Hearing this, Jayadratha 
replied, saying, — ‘All is well with me. By offering to pro- 
vide our breakfast, thou hast in a manner actually done it. 
Come now and ride my chariot and be completely happy ! 
For it becomes nob thee to have any regard for the miser- 
able sons of Pritha who are living in the woods, whose ener- 
gies have been parlaysed, whose kingdom hath been snat- 
ched and whose fortunes are at the lowest ebb. A woman 
of sense like thee doth not attach herself to a husband that 
is poor. She should follow her lord when he is in prosperity 
but abandon him when in adversity. The sons of Pandu have 
for ever fallen away from their high state, and have lost 
their kingdom for all time to come. Thou hast no need, there- 
fore, to partake of their misery from any regard for them. 
Therefore, O thou of beautiful hips, forsaking the sons of 
Pandu, be happy by becoming my wife, and share thou with 
me the kingdoms of Sindhu and Sauvira !* ” 

Vaigampayana continued. — “ Hearing these frightful words 
gf the king of Sindhu, Krishna retired from that place, her 
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face furrowed into a frown owing to the contraction of her eye* 
brows. And disregarding his words from supreme contempt, 
the slender- waisted Krishna reprovingly said unto the king 
of Sindhu, — ‘Speak not thus again ! Art thou not ashamed ? 
Be on thy guard l’ And that lady of irreproachable character, 
anxiously expectiing the return of her husbands, began with 
long-winded speecles, to beguile him completely. ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and sixty-sixth Section in 
the Draupadi-harana of the Yana Parva, 


Section CCLXVII. 

( Draupadi-harana Parva continued. ) 

Vahjampay ana said. — “The daughter of Drupada, though 
naturally handsome, was suffused with crimson arising from a 
fib of anger. And with eyes inflamed and eye-brows bent in 
wrath, she reproved the ruler of the Suviras, saying, — ‘Art 
thou not ashamed, O fool, to use such insulting words in res- 
pect of those celebrated and terrible warriors, each like unto 
Indra himself, and who are all devoted to their duties and who 
never waver in fight with even hosts of Yakshas and Rahsh - 
usdsl O Sauvira, good men never speak ill of learned per- 
sons devoted to austerities and endued with learning, no 
matter whether they live in the wilderness or in houses. It is 
only wretches that are mean as thou who do so. Methinks 
there is none in this assemblage of Kshatriyas, who is capable 
of holding thee by the hand to save thee from falling into 
the pit thou openest under thy feet ! In hoping to vanquish 
king Yudhishthira the just, thou really hopest to separate, 
stick in hand, from a herd roaming in Himalayan valleys its 
leader, huge as a mountain peak and with the temporal juice 
trickling down its rent temples. From childish folly thou art 
kicking up into wakefulness the powerful lion lying asleep, in- 
order to pluck the hair from off his face ! Thou shalt, how- 
ever, have to run away when thou seest Bhimasena in wrath ! 
Thy courting a combat with the furious Jishnu may be likened 
to thy kicking up a mighty, terrible, full-grown, and furious 
lion asleep in a mountain caye ! Thencoe unter thou seekestr 
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with those two excellent youths — the younger Pandavas— -is 
like unto the act of a fool that wantonly trampleth on the 
tails of two venomous black cobras with bifurcated tongues! 
The bamboo, the reed, and the plantain bear fruit only to 
perish and not to grow in size any further. Like also the crab 
that conceiveth for her own destruction, thou wilt lay hands 
upon me who am protected by these mighty heroes !’ 

“Jayadratha replied, — ‘I know all this, O Krishna, and I 
am well aware of the prowess of those princes ! But thou 
canst not frighten us now with these threats ! We, too, O 
Krishna, belong by birth to the seventeen high clans, and 
are endowed with the six royal qualities.* We, therefore, 
look down upon the Pandavas as inferior men ! Therefore, 
do thou, O daughter of Drupada, ride this elephant or this 
chariot quickly, for thou canst not baffle us with thy words 
alone ; or, speaking less boastfully, seek thou the mercy of the 
king of the Sauviras l* 

Draupadi replied. — Though so powerful, why doth the 
king of Sauvirayct consider me so powerless ! Well-known as 
I am, I cannot, from fear of violence, demean myself before 
that prince ! Even Indra himself cannot abduct her for whose 
protection Krishna and Arjuna would together follow riding 
in the same chariot ! What shall I say, therefore, of a weak 
human being ! When Kiriti, that slayer of foes, riding on 
his car, will, on my account, enter thy ranks, striking terror 
into every heart, he will consume everything around like 
fire consuming a stack of dry grass in summer 1 The war- 
like princes of the Andhaka and the Yrishni races, with 
Janarddana at their head, and the mighty bowmen of the 
Kaikeya tribe, will all follow in my wake with great ardour. 
The terrible arrows of Dhananjaya, shot from the string of 
the Oandiva and propelled by his arms, fly with great force 
through the air, roaring like the very clouds. And when thou 
wilt behold Arjuna shooting from the Qandiva a thick mass 


* “ The six acts of a king, in his military character ; or, peace, war, 
marching, halting, sowing dissension, and seeking protection. w Wilson’s 
Diet. 
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of mighty arrows like unto a flight of locusts, then wilt thou 
repent of thine own folly ! Bethink thyself of what thou wilt 
feel when that warrior armed with the Gandiva, blowing his 
conch-shell and with gloves reverberating with the strokes of 
his bowstring, will again and again pierce thy breast with his 
shafts ! And when Bhima will advance towards thee, mace 
in hand, and the two sons of Madri range in all directions, 
vomitting forth the venom of their wrath, thou wilt then 
experience pangs of keen regret that will last for ever. As 
I have never been false to my worthy lords even in thought, 
so by that merit shall I now have the pleasure of beholding 
thee vanquished and dragged by the sons of Pritha. Thou 
canst not, cruel as thou art, frighten me by seizing me with 
violence, for as soon as those Kuru warriors will espy me they 
will bring me back to the woods of Kamyaka.’ ” 

Vai<jampayana continued. — “ Then that lady of large eyes, 
beholding them ready to lay violent hands on her, rebuked 
them and said, — ‘Defile me not by your touch !’ And in great 
alarm she then called upon her spiritual adviser Dhaumya. 
Jayadratha, however, seized her by her upper garment, but 
she pushed him with great vigor. And pushed by the lady, 
that sinful wretch fell upon the ground like a tree severed 
from its roots. Seized, however, once more by him with great 
violence, she began to pant for breath. And dragged by the 
wretch, Krishna at last ascended his chariot having worship- 
ped Dhaumya’s feet. And Dhaumya then addressed Jaya- 
dratha and said, — ‘Do thou, O Jayadratha, observe the ani- 
cient custom of the Kshatriyas ! Thou canst not carry her 
off, without having vanquished those great warriors ! Without 
doubt, thou shalt reap the painful fruits of this thy despicable 
act, when thou encounterest the heroic sons of Pandu with 
Yudhishthira the just at their head !’ ” 

Vahjampayana continued. — “ Having said these words 
Dhaumya, entering into the midst of J ayadratha’s infantry, 
began to follow that renowned princess who was thus being 
errried away by the ravisher. " 

Thus ends the two hundred and sixty-seventh Section in 
the Draupadi-harana of the Yana Parva, 



Section CCLXVIII. 

( Draupadi-harana Parva continued. ) 

Vaigampayana said. — Meanwhile those foremost of bow* 
men on the face of the earth, having wandered separately 
and ranged in all directions, and having slain plenty of deer 
and buffalos, at length met together. And observing that 
great forest, which was crowded with hosts of deer and wild 
beasts, resounding with the shrill cries of birds, and hearing 
the shrieks and yells of the denizens of the wilderness, Yu- 
dhishthira said unto his brothers, — 'These birds and wild 
beasts, flying towards that direction which is illuminated 
by the sun, are uttering dissonant cries and displaying an 
intense excitement. All this only shows that this mighty 
forest hath been invaded by hostile intruders. Without a 
moment’s delay let us give up the chase. We have no more 
need of game. My heart aches and seems to burn! The soul 
in my body, overpowering the intellect, seems ready to fly 
out. As a lake rid by Gadura of the mighty snake that dwells 
in it, as a pot drained of its contents by thirsty men, as a 
kingdom reft of king and prosperity, even so doth the forest 
of Kamyaka seem to me !’ Thus addressed, those heroic 
warriors drove towards their abode, on great cars of hand* 
some make and drawn by steeds of the Saindhava breed 
exceedingly fleet and possessed of the speed of the hurri- 
cane. And on their way back, they beheld a jackal yelling 
hideously on the wayside towards their left. And king Yu- 
dhishthira, regarding it attentively, said unto Bhima and 
Dhananjaya, — ‘This jackal that belongs to a very inferior 
species of animals, sneaking to our left, speaketh a language 
which plainly indicates that the sinful Kurus, disregarding 
us, have commenced to oppress us by resorting to violence.’ * 
“ After the sons of Pandu had given up the chase and said 
these words, they entered the grove which contained their her« 
mittage. And there they found their beloved one’s maid, the 
girl Dhatreyika, sobbing and weeping. And Indrasena then, 
quickly alighting from the chariot and advancing with hasty 
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steps towards her, questioned her, O king, in greater dh 
tress of mind, saying, — ‘What makes thee weep thus, lyin 
on the ground, and why is thy face so woe-begone and coloux 
less ?— I hope no cruel wretches have done any harm to th 
princess Draupadi possessed of incomparable beauty an< 
large eyes and who is the second self of every one of those 
bulls of the Kuru race ? So anxious hath been Dharm’s soi 
that if the princess hath entered the bowels of the earth 01 
hath soared to heaven or dived into the bottom of the ocean, he 
and his brothers will go thither in pursuit of her ! Who could 
that fool be that would carry away that priceless jewel be- 
longing to the mighty and ever- victorious sons of Pandu, ' 
grinders of foes, and which is dear unto them as their 
lives ? I don't know who the person could be that 
think of carrying away that princess who hath such pow^J 
protectors and who is even like a walking embodiment of t$c 
hearts of the sons of Pandu ? Piercing whose breast will terri- 
ble shafts stick to the ground today ? Do not weep for he^j 
timid girl, for know thou that Krishna will come back this 
very day, and the sons of Pritha, having slain their foes, 
will again be united with Yagnaseni !* Thus addressed by 
him, Dhatreyika, wiping her beautiful face, replied unto 
Indrasena the charioteer, saying, — ‘Disregarding the fivelndra 
like sons of Pandu, Jayadratha hath carried away Krish- 
na by force ! The track pursued by him hath not yet dis- 
appeared, for the broken branches of trees have not yet fad-! 
ed. Therefore, turn your cars and follow her quickly, for the 
princess cannot have gone far by this ! Ye warriors possessed 
of the prowess of Indra, putting on your weighty armours 
of handsome make, and taking up your costly bows and, 
quivers, speed ye in pursuit of her, lest* overpowered by 
threats or violence and losing her senses and the colour of her 
cheeks, she yields herself up to an undeserving wight, even 
as one poureth forth, from the sacrificial ladle, the sanctified 
oblation on a heap of ashes ! O, see that the clarified butter 
is not poured into an unigniting fire of paddy chaff ; that a 
garland of flowers is not thrown away in a cemetery ! O, take 
care that the Soma juice of a sacrifice is not licked up by a 
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dog through the carelessness of the officiating priests ! 0, 
let not the lily be rudely torn by a jackal roaming for its prey 
in the impenetrable forest ! O, let no inferior wight touch 
with his lips the bright and beautiful face of your wife, fair 
as the beams of the moon and adorned with the finest nose 
and the hansomest eyes, like a dog licking clarified butter 
kept in the sacrificial pot ! Do ye speed in this track and 
let not time steal a march on you !’ 

“ Yudhishthira said, — ‘Retire, good woman, and control 
thy tongue ! Speak not in this way before us ! Kings or 
princes, whoever are infatuated with the possession of power, 
are sure to come to grief !’ ” 

Vai<jampayana continued. — “ With these words, they de- 
parted, following the track pointed out to them, and frequently 
breathing deep sighs like the hissing of snakeB, and twang- 
ing the strings of their large bows. And then ‘they observed 
a cloud of dust raised by the hoofs of the steeds belong- 
ing to Jayadratha’s army. And they also saw Dhaumya in 
the midst of the ravisher’s infantry, exhorting Bhima to 
quicken his [steps. Then those princes (the sons of Pandu), 
with hearts undepressed, bade him be of good cheer and 
said unto him, — ‘Do thou return cheerfully !’ And then they 
rushed towards that host with great fury, like hawks swooping 
down on their prey. And possessed of the prowess of Indra, 
they had been filled with, fury at the insult offered to Drau- 
padi. But at sight of Jayadratha and of their beloved wife seat- 
ed on his car, their fury knew no bounds. And those mighty 
bowmen, Bhima, and Dhananjaya, and the twin brothers 
,and the king, called out to Jayadratha to stop, upon which 
the enemy was so bewildered a3 to lose their knowledge of 
directions. ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and sixty-eighth Section in 
the Draupadi-harana of the Vana Parva, 
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• We have this time a princely donation to announce, viz , that of His 
Highness the Maharajah of Mysore. His Highness has been pleases 
to grant Ito 5,000 (five thousand) in aid of the “ Datavya B ha rata 
KdryaZaya. ” The cause of Sanskrit learning has little to despond when 
there are princes like the Maharajah of Mysore to aid it with substantial 
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contributions. It is needless for us to say that, himself educated with 
care uglier the immediate supervision of the British Government of 
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Has tern dominions. It is scarcely necessary to add that the expectations 
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Mysore at) thhf moment is unquestionably one of the best-governed Native 
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higher sum. 
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noblest breed, ' plump and strong, well-trained and endued 
with great might, draw the cars of that warrior! His achieve- 
ments are superhuman. He is known, therefore, by thfc 
name of Bhima on earth ! They that offend him ate nevet 
suffered to live. He nevet forgeteth a foe ! On some pro* 
text or Other, he Wteaketh his vengeance. Nor is he pacified 
oven after he has wreaked a signal vengeance ! And thet^ 
that foremost of bowmen, endued with intelligence and re- 
nown, with senses under complete control and reverence fok 
the old, — that brother and disciple of Tudhishthira — is my 
husband Dhananjaya ! Virtue he never forsaketh, from lust 
or fear or anger ! Nor doth he ever commit a deed that 
is cruel 1 Endued with the energy of fire and capable of with* 
standing every foe, that grinder of enemies is the son of Kuntf* 
And that other youth, versed in every question of morality 
and profit, who ever dispelieth the fears of the affrighted, 
who is endued with high wisdom, who is considered as the 
handsomest person in the whole world, and who is protected 
by ail the sons of Pandu, being regarded by them as dearer to 
them than their own lives for his unflinching devotion to 
them, is my husband Nakula possessed of great prowess ! 
Endued with high wisdom and having Sahadeva for his second, 
possessed of exceeding lightness of hand, he fighteth with the 
sword, making dexterous passes therewith. Thou, foolish man, 
shalt witness today his performances on the field of battle, like 
unto those of Indra amid the ranks of Daityas ! And that hero 
skilled in weapons, and possessed of intelligence and wisdom* 
and intent on doing what is agreeable to the son of Dharms, 
that favorite and youngest-born of the P&ndavas, is my hus- 
band Sahadeva ! Heroic, intelligent, wise, and ever wrathful, 
there is not another man equal unto him in intelligence or m 
eloquence amid assemblies of the wise ! Dearer to Kunti than, 
her own soul, he is always mindful of the duties of Kshatriyas, 
and would much sooner rush into fire or sacrifice his own life 
than say anything that is opposed to religion and moralft 
When the sons of Pandu will have killed thy warriors m 
battle, then wilt thou behold thy army in the miserable 
plight of a ship on the sea, wrecked with its freight of jewels 
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on the back of a whale. Thus have I described unto thee the 
prowess of the sons of Pandu, disregarding whom in tby 
foolishness, thou hast acted so ! If thou escapest unscathed 
from them, then, indeed, thou wilt have obtained a new lease 
of life! 1 ” 

Vai$ampayana continued. — “ Then those five sons of Pritha, 
each like unto Indra, filled with wrath, leaving the panic* 
striken infantry alone, who were imploring them for mercy, 
rushed furiously upon the charioteers, attacking them on all 
sides and darkening the very air with the thick shower of 
arrows they shot* ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and sixty-ninth Section in the 
Draupadi-harana of the Yana Parva. 


Section COLXX. 

( Draupadi-harana Parva continued . ) 

Vai$ampayana said. — “Meanwhile, the king of Sindhu 
was giving orders to those princes saying, — ‘Halt/ ‘Strike*, 
‘March quick*, and the like. And on seeing Bhima, Arjuna, 
and the twin brothers of Yudhishthira, the soldiers sent 
up a loud shout on the field of battle. And the warriors of 
the Sivi, Sauvira, and Sindhu tribes, at the sight of those 
powerful heroes looking like fierce tigers, lost heart. Ami" 
Bhimasena, armed with a mace made entirely of Saikya iron 
and embossed with gold, rushed towards the Saindhava mon- 
arch doomed to death, But Kotikakhya, speedily surrounding 
Vrikodara with an array of mighty charioteers, interposed 
between and separated the combatants. And Bhima, though 
assailed with numberless spears and clubs and iron arrows 
hurled at him by the strong arms of hostile heroes, did not 
waver for one moment. On the other hand, he killed, with 
his mace, an elephant with its driver and fourteen foot-soldiers 
fighting in the front of Jayadratha’s car. And Arjuna also, 
desirous of capturing the Sauvira king, slew five hundred 
brave mountaineers fighting in the van of the Sindhu army. 
And in that encounter, the king himself slew in the twink- 
ling of an eye, an hundred of the best warriors of the Sau* 
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liras. And Nakuia too, sword in hand, jumping out of his 
chariot, scattered in a moment, like a tiller sowing seeds, 
the heads of the combatants fighting in the rear. And Saha- 
deva from his chariot began to fell, with his iron shafts, many 
warriors fighting on elephants, like birds dropped from the 
houghs of a tree. Then the king of Trigarta, bow in hand, des- 
cending from his great chariot, killed the four steeds of the king 
with his mace. But Kunti’s son, king Tudhishthira the just, 
seeing the foe approach so near, and fighting on foot, pierced 
his breast with a crescent-shaped arrow. And that hero, thus 
wounded in the breast, began to vomit blood, and fell down 
upon the ground beside Pritha’s son, like an uprooted tree. 
And king Yudhishthira the just, whose steeds had been slain, 
taking the opportunity, descended with Indrasena from his 
chariot and mounted that of Sahadeva. And the two war- 
riors, Kshemankara and Mahamuksha, singling out Nakuia, 
began to pour on him from both sides, a perfect shower of 
keen-edged arrows. The son of Madri, however, succeeded 
in slaying, with a couple of long shafts, both those war- 
riors, who had been pouring on him an arrowy shower like 
clouds in the rainy season. Then Surat ha, the king of Tri- 
garta, well-versed in elephant-charges, approaching the front 
of Nakula’s chariot, caused it to be dragged by the ele- 
phant he rode. But Nakuia, little daunted at this, leaped out 
of his chariot, and securing a coign of vantage, stood, shield 
and sword in hand, immovable as a hill. Thereupon Suratha, 
wishing to slay Nakuia at once, urged towards him his huge and 
infuriate elephant with trunk upraised. But when the beast 
came near, Nakuia with his sword severed from bis head both 
trunk and tusks. And that mail-clad elephant, uttering a 
frightful roar, fell headlong upon the ground, crushing its 
riders by the fall. And having achieved this daring feat, 
the heroic son of Madri, getting up on Bhimasena’s car, ob- 
tained a little rest. And Bhima too, seeing prince KotikS^ 
khya rush to the encounter, cut off the head of his charioteer 
with a horse-shoe arrow. That prince did not even perceive 
that his driver was killed by his strong-armed adversary, and 
bis horses, no longer restrained by a driver, ran about on the 
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battle-field ia all directions. And seeing that prince with* 
eftt a driver turn his back, that foremost of smiters, Bhima 
the son of F&ndu, went up to him and slew him with a 
bearded dart. And Phananjeya also cut off with his sharp 
crescent-shaped arrows, the beads, as well as the bows, of all 
the twelve Sauvira heroes. And that great warrior killed iu 
battle, with his arrows, the leaders of the Ikshwkkus, and the 
boats of Sivis and Trigartas and Saindhavas, And a great 
many elephants with their colours, and chariots with standards, 
Were seen to fell by the hand of Arjuna. And heads without 
trunks* and trunks without heads, lay covering the entire 
field of battle. And dogs, and herons, and ravens, and crows, 
and falcons, and jackals, and vultures, feasted on tae flesh and 
blood of warriors slain on that held. And when Jayadratha 
the king of Sindhu saw that his warriors were slain, he be- 
came terrified and anxious to run away, leaving Krishna be-« 
bind. And in that general confusion, the wretch, setting 
down Draupadi there, fled for his life, pursuing the same 
forest path by which he had come. And king Yudhishthira 
the just, seeing Draupadi with Dhaumya walking before, 
caused her to be taken up on a chariot by the heroic Sahadeva, 
the son of Madri. And when Jayadratha had fled away, 
Bhima began to mow down with his iron-arrows such of 
bis followers as were running away, striking each trooper 
down after naming himself. But Arjuoa, perceiving that Jaya- 
fl i p^tha had run away, exhorted his brother to refrain from 
slaughtering the remnant of the Saindhava host. And Arjuna 
sidd,— ‘I Jo not find on the field of battle Jayadratha, through 
whose fault alone w© have experienced this bitter misfortune.. 
Seek him out first, and may success crown thy efforts ! What 
is the gopd of thy slaughteriag these troopers ? Why art thou 
bent upon this unprofitable business V ” 

Vai<jampayana continued. — “ Bhimasena, thus exhorted by 
Aijuna of great wisdom, turning to Yudhishthira, replied, 
g^jqg^-^'As a great many of the enemy's warriors have been 
slain and as they are flying in all directions, do thou, Q 
king, now return home, taking with thee Draupadi and the 
twin brothers and the high-souled Dhaumya, and console the 
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princess after getting back to our asylum ! That foolish; king 
of Sindhu I shall not let alone as tong as he lives, even if he 
find a shelter in the infernal regions or is backed by Indxft 
himself P And Yudhishthira replied, saying, — ‘O thou of 
mighty arms, remembering (our sister) Dus<;ala and the celo* 
brated Gandhari, thou shouldst not slay the king of Sindhu., 
even though he is so wicked P ” 

Yai^ampayana continued. — “Hearing these words, Draur 
padi was greatly excited. And that highly intelligent U4F 
in her excitement said to her two husbands, Bhima and Arjuna, 
with indignation mixed with modesty, — Tf you care to do Whftt 
is agreeable to me, you must slay that mean and despicable 
wretch, that sinful, foolish, infamous, and contemptible chief of 
the Saindhava clan ! That foe who forcibly carries away a wife, 
and he that wrests a kingdom, should never be forgiven ee 
the battle-field, even though they should supplicate for mercy P 
Thus admonished, those two valiant warriors went in search 
of the Saindhava chief. And the king taking Krishna with 
him, returned home, accompanied by his spiritual adviser. 
And on entering the hermitage, he found it was laid over 
with seats for the ascetics and crowded with their disciples 
and graced with the presence of Markandeya and other Brah- 
manas. And while those Brahmanas were gravely bewailiftgf 
the lot of Draupadi, Yudhishthira endued with great wisdc&a 
joined their company, with his brothers. And beholding the 
king thus come back after having defeated the Saindhava 
and the Suvira host and recovered Draupadi, they were alt 
elated with joy. And the king took his seat in their midst* 
And the excellent princess Krishna entered the hermitage 
with the twin brothers. 

“Meanwhile Bhima and Arjuna, learning the enemy waa 
full two miles ahead of them, urged their horses to greater 
speed in pursuit of him. And the mighty Arjuna performed 
a wonderful deed, killing the horses of Jayadratha, although 
they were full two miles ahead of him. Armed with eelea? 
tial weapons and undaunted by difficulties, he achieved this, 
difficult feat with arrows inspired with mantras . And then 
the two warriors, Bhima and Arjuna, rushed towards the 
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terrified king of Sindhu, whose horses had been slain and wfco> 
was alone and perplexed in mind. And the latter was greatly 
grieved on seeing bis steeds slain. And beholding Dhanan* 
jaya do such a daring deed, and intent on running away, he 
followed the same forest tract by which he had come. And 
Falguna, seeing the ;Saindhava chief so active in his flight, 
overtook him and addressed him, saying, — ‘Possessed of so little 
manliness, how eouldst thou dare to take away a lady by force ? 
tfurn round, O prince ! It is not meet that thou shouldst 
<pun away ! How canst thou act so, leaving thy followers 
In the midst of thy foes ?’ Although addressed by the sons 
of Pritha thus, the monarch of Sindhu did not ev*.n once turn 
round. And then bidding him do what he chose, the mighty 
Bhima overtook him in an instant, but the kind Arjuna en- 
treated him not to kill that wretch. ” 

. Thus ends the two hundred and seventieth Section in the 
Draupadi-harana of the Yana Parva. 

Section CCLXXI. 

( Drdupadi-harana Parva continued . ) 

Yai^ampayana said. — “ J ayadratha flying for his life, upon 
beholding those two brothers with upraised arms, was sorely 
grieved and bolted off with speed and without confusion. But 
the mighty and indignant Bhimasena, descending from his 
chariot, ran after him thus fleeing, and seized him by the hair of 
his head. And holding him high up in the air, Bhima thrust 
him on the ground with violence. And seizing the prince by the 
head, he knocked him about. And when the wretch recovered 
consciousness, he groaned aloud, and wanted to get up on his 
legs. But that hero endued with mighty arms kicked him on 
the head. And Bhima pressed him on the breast with his 
knees as well as with his fists. And the prince thus belaboured, 
soon became insensible. Then Falguna dissuaded the wrathful 
Bhimasena from inflicting further chastisement on the prince, 
by reminding him of what Yudhishthira had said regarding 
(their sister) Dus^ala. But Bhima replied, saying, — ‘This sinful 
wretch hath done a cruel injury to Krishna, who never can 
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tear such treatment ! He, therefore, deserveth to dio at my 
hands ! But what can I do ? The king is always overflowing 
with mercy, and thou, too, art constantly putting obstacle* 
in my way from a childish sense of virtue I* Having said 
these words, Vrikodara, with his crescent-shaped arrow, shaved 
the hair of the prince's head, leaving five tufts in as many 
places. Jayadratha uttered not a word at this. Then Vriko* 
dara, addressing the foe, said, — ‘If thou wishest to live, listen 
to me, O fool ! I shall tell thee the means to attain that wMMtf 
In public assemblies and in open courts, thou must; 

J am the slave of the Pandavas . — On this condition! 

I will pardon thee thy life ! This is the customary rule of eon* 
quest on the field of battle/ — Thus addressed and treated, king 
Jayadratha said to that mighty and fierce warrior who always 
looked awful, — ‘Be it so !’ And he was trembling and senseless 
and begrimed with dust. Then Arjuna and Vrikodara, securing 
him with chains, thrust him into a chariot. And Bhima 
himself mounting that chariot, and accompanied by Ajrjuna, 
drove towards the hermitage. And approaching Yudhishthira 
seated there, he placed Jayadratha in that condition before 
the king. And the king, smiling, told him to set the Sindhu 
prince at liberty. Then Bhima said unto the king, — ‘Do thou 
tell Draupadi, that this wretch hath become the slave of the 
Pandavas.’ Then his eldest brother said unto him affectionate- 
ly, — ‘If thou hast any regard for us, do. thou set this wretch 
at liberty f And Draupadi too, reading the king's mind, 
said, — ‘Let him off ! He hath become a slave of the king'd, 
alid thou, too, hast disfigured him by leaving five tufts of* 
hair on his head !* Then that crest-fallen prince, having ob- 
tained his liberty, approached king Yudhishthira and bowed 
down unto him. And seeing those Munis there, he saluted 
them also. Then the kind-hearted king Yudhishthira the sou 
of Dharma, beholding J ayadratha in that condition, almost 
supported by Arjuna, said unto him, — ‘Thou art a freeman 
now ! I emancipate thee ! Now go away and be careful' 
not to do such things again ! Shame to thee ! Thou hadst 
intended to take away a lady by violence, even though thou art 
sq mean and powerless ! What other wretch, save thee, would 
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think of acting thus ?’ Then that foremost king of Bharata’l 
race eyed with pity that perpetrator of wioked deeds, one 
believing that he had lo3t his senses, said,— ‘Mayst thy heart 
grow in virtue ! Never set thy heart again on immoral deeds . 
Thou mayst depart in peace now with thy charioteers, cavalry* 
and infantry/ Thus addressed by Yudhishthira, the prince* 
O Bharata, was over-powered with shame, and bending down 
his head, he silently and sorrowfully wended his way to the place 
Where the Ganga debouches on the plains. And imploring the 
inflection of the god of three eyes, the consort of Umi, he 
m severe penance at that place. And the three-eyed god* 
pleased with his austerities, deigned to accept his offerings in 
person. And he also granted him a boon. Do thou listen, O 
monarch, how the prince received that boon ! Jayadratha, 
addressing that god, asked the boon, — ‘May I be able to defeat 
in battle all the five sons of Pandu on their chariots !* The 
god, however, told him,— ‘This cannot be.* And Mabe9wara 
•aid, —•None can slay or conquer them in battle ! Save Arjuna, 
however, thou shalt be able to only check them (once) on the 
field of battle ! The heroic Arjuna with mighty arms, is the 
god incarnate styled Nava. He practised austerities of old in 
the Vadari forest. The god Narayana is his friend. Therefore, 
he is unconquerable of the very gods. I myself have given 
him the celestial weapon called Pagwpata. From the regents 
also of all the ten cardinal points, he hath acquired the 
tbunder-bolt and other mighty weapons. And the great god 
Vishnu who is the Infinite Spirit, the Lord Preceptor of all 
the gods, is the Supreme Being without attributes, and the 
Soul of the Universe, and existeth pervading the whole crea* 
tion. At the termination of a cycle of ages, assuming the shape 
of the all-consuming fire, he consumed the whole Universe 
with mountains and seas and islands and hills and woods and 
forests. And after the destruction of the Ndga world also in 
the subterranean regions in the same way, vast masses of 
many-colored and loud-pealing clouds, with streaks of lightning 
spreading along the entire welkin, appeared on high. Then 
pouring down water in torrents thick as axles of cars, and fill* 
ing the space everywhere, these extinguished that all-consuming 
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foe! When at the close of four thousand Yugas the Earth 
thus became flooded with water, like one vast sea, and fill 
mobile and immobile creatures were hushed in death, and the 
sun and the moon and the winds were all destroyed, and the 
Universe was denuded of planets and stars, the Supreme Being 
nailed Narayana, unknowable by the senses, adorned with 
a thousand heads and as many eyes and legs, became desirous 
of rest. And the serpent Sesha, looking terrible with hit 
thousand hoods, and shining with the splendour of ten thotis- 
and suns, and white as the Kunda flower or the & a 
string of pearls or the white lotus or milk or the fibtf&l ~oF ft 
lotus-stalk, served for his couch. And that adorable and orithi- 
potent God thus slept on the bosom of the deep, enveloping 
all space with nocturnal gloom. And when his creative faculty 
was excited, he awoke and found the Universe denuded of 
everything. In this connection, the following sloha is recited 
respecting the meaning of Narayana. Water was created by 
(the Rishi) Nava, and it formed his corpus; therefore , do 
we hear it styled as Nava . And because it formed his 
Ay ana (resting-place), therefore is he known as Ndrdyana. As 
soon as that everlasting Being was engaged in meditation for 
the re-creation of the Universe, a ^ *s flower instantaneously 
came into existence from his navel* L. the four-faced BrahmS 
came out of that navel-lotus. And then the Grandsire of 
all creatures, seating himself on that flower and finding that} 
the whole Universe was a blank, created in his own like- 
ness, and from his will, the (nine) great Rishis , Mariehi 
and others. And these in their turn, observing the same 
thing, completed the creation, by creating Yalcshas, Rdkshasas , 
Pi$3chas, reptiles, men, and all mobile and immobile creatures. 
The Supreme Spirit hath three conditions. In the form of 
Brahmk, he is the Creator, and in the form of Vishnu, he 
is the Preserver, and in his form as Rudra, he is the Destroyer 
of the Universe ! O king of Sindhu, hast thou not heard of 
the wonderful achievements of Vishnu, described to thee by 
the Munis and the Br&hmanas learned in the VedasS When 
the world was thus reduced to one vast sea of water, with 
only the heavens above, the Lord, like a fire-fly at night-time 
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during the rainy season, moved about/ hither and thither in 
search of stable ground, with the view of rehabilitating his 
creation, and became desirous of raising the Earth submerged 
in water. What shape shall I take to rescue the Earth from this 
flood ? — So thinking and contemplating with divine insight* 
he bethought himself of the shape of a wild boar fond of 
sporting in water. And assuming the shape of a sacrificial 
boar shining with effulgence and instinct with the Vedas and 
ten Ycjanas in length, with pointed tusks and a complexion 
like dark clouds, and with a body huge as a mountain, 
and roaring like a conglomeration of clouds, the Lord plunged 
into the waters, and lifted up the Earth with one of his tusks, 
and replaced ifc in its proper sphere. At another time, the 
mighty Lord, assuming a wonderful form with a body half lion, 
half man, and squeezing his hands, repaired to the court of 
the ruler of the Daityas . That progeniter of the Daityas, the 
son of Diti , who was the enemy of the (gods), beholding the 
Lord’s peculiar form, burst out into a passion and his eyes be- 
came inflamed with rage. And Hiranya-ka^pu, the war-like 
son of Diti and the enemy of the gods, adorned with garlands 
and looking like a mass of dark clouds, taking up his trident 
in hand and roaring like the clouds, rushed on that Being 
half lion, half man. Then that powerful king of wild beasts, 
half man, half lion, taking a leap in the air, instantly rent 
the Daitya in twain by means of his sharp claws. And the 
adorable lotus-eyed Lord of great effulgence, having thus 
Blain the Daitya king for the well-being of all creatures, 
again took his birth in the womb of Aditi as son of Ka9yapa. 
And at the expiration of a t housand years she was delivered 
of that superhuman conception. And then was born that 
Being, of the hue of rain-charged clouds, with bright eyes 
and of dwarfish stature. And he had the ascetic’s staff and 
water-pot in hand, and was marked with the emblem of a 
curl of hair on the breast. And that adorable Being wore 
matted locks and the sacrificial thread, and he was stout and 
handsome and resplendent with lustre. And that Being, 
arriving at the sacrificial enclosure of Yali, king of the 
Mdnavas, entered the sacrificial assembly with the aid of 
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Vrihaspati And beholding that dwarf-bodied Being, Vali 
was well pleased and said unto him,— I am glad to see thee, 
O Brahznana I Say, what is it that thou wantest from me ?— ■ 
Thus addressed by Vali, the dwarf-god replied with a smile! 
saying,— I accept thy offer ! Do thou, O lord of the Ddnc tvcti, 
give me three paces of ground !— And Vali consented to give 
what that Brahmana of infinite power ashed. And while 
measuring with his paces the space he sought, Hari assumed 
U wonderful and extraordinary form. And with only three 
paces he instantly covered this illimitable world. And then 
that everlasting God, Vishnu, gave it away unto Indra. This 
history which has just been related to thee, is celebrated as 
the Incarnation of the Dwarf And from him, all the gods 
had their being, and after him the world is said to be 
Vaiahnava, or pervaded by Vishnu. And for the destruction 
©f the wicked and the preservation of religion, even He hath 
taken his birth among men in the race of the Yadus. And 
the adorable Vishnu is styled Krishna. These, O king of 
Sindhu, are the achievements of the Lord whom all the 
worlds worship and whom the learned describe as without 
beginning and without end, unborn and Divine ! They call 
Him, The unconquerable Krishna with conchshell, discus, and 
mace. Adorned with the emblem of a curl of hair, Divine, 
Clad in silken robes of yellow hue, and The best of those 
versed in the art of war. Arjuna is protected by Krishna the 
possessor of these attributes. That glorious and lotus-eyed 
Being of infinite power, that slayer of hostile heroes, riding 
in the same chariot with Pritha’s son, protecteth him ! He 
is, therefore, invincible : the very gods cannot resist his power, 
still less can one with human attributes vanquish the son of 
Pritha in battle ! Therefore, O king, thou must let him 
alone ! Thou shalt, however, be able to vanquish for a single 
day only, the rest of Yudhishthira’s forces along with thine 
enemies — the four sons of Pandu V ” 

Vaigampayana continued. — “ Having said these words un- 
to that prince, the adorable Hara of three eyes, the destroyer 
of all sins, the consort of Uma, and lord of wild beasts, the 
destroyer of (Daksha’s) sacrifice, the slayer of Tripura, and 



tfiWlUBA* xi, 


80 # 

He that had plucked out the eyes of Bhaga, surrounded by- 
bia dwarfish and hunch-backed and terrible followers having 
frightful eyes and ears and uplifted arms, vanished, O tiger 
among kings, from that place with hie consort Umi ! And 
the wicked Jayadratha also returned home, and the sons of 
Pindu continued to dwell in the forest of Kamyaka.” 

Thus ends the two hundred and seventy-first Section in the 
Draupadi-harana of the Vana Parva. 

Section CCLXXIL 

( Drawpctdi-harana Parva continued . ) 

Janamejaya said. — “ What did those tigers among men*, 
the Pandavas, do> after they had suffered such misery in 
consequence of the ravishment of Draupadi ?” 

Vaio&mpayana said. — “ Having defeated Jayadratha and 
rescued Krishna, the virtuous king Yudhishthira took his seat 
by the side of that best of munis . And among those foremost 
of ascetics who were expressing their grief upon hearing 
of Draupadi’s misfortune, Yudhishthira, the son of Pfindu, 
addressed Markandeya> saying, — ‘O adorable Sire, amongst the 
gods and the ascetics, thou art known to have the fullest 
knowledge of both the past as well as the future. A doubt 
existeth in my mind, which I would ask thee to solve ! This, 
lady is the daughter of Drupada : she hath issued from the 
Sacrificial altar and hath not been begotten of the flesh ; and 
she is highly blessed and is also the daughter-in-law of the 
illustrious Pandu. I incline to think that Time, and human 
Destiny that dependeth on our acts, and the Inevitable which 
an respect of all creatures, can never be warded off, are all* 
powerful ! (If it were not so), how could such a misfortune 
afflict this wife of ours so faithful and virtuous, like a false 
accusation of theft against an honest man ? The daughter of 
Drupada hath never committed any sinful act, nor hath she 
done anything that is not commendable: on the contrary, 
she hath assiduously practised the highest virtues towards 
Brahmanas. And yet the foolish king Jayadratha had carried 
her away by force ! In consequence of this act of violence 
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in the wilderness is full of miseries. We subsist by chase ; and 
though dwelling in the woods, we are obliged to slay the 
denizens thereof that live with us ! This exile also that wd 
suffer is due to the act of deceitful kismen ! Is there any 
one who is more unfortunate than I am ? Hast thou ever 
seen or heard of such a one before V ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and seventy-second Section in 
the Draupadi-harana of the Yana Parva. 


Section CCLXXIII. 

( Draupadi-harana Parva continued . ) 

“MErkandeya said. — ‘O bull of the Bharata race, even REma 
suffered unparalleled misery, for the evil-minded REvana, 
king of Rakshasas, having recourse to deceit, and over- 
powering the vulture Jatayu, forcibly carried away his wife 
SitE from his asylum in the woods. Indeed, Rama, with the 
help of Sugriva, brought her back, constructing a bridge across 
the sea, and consuming Lanka with his keen-edged arrows** 

“ Yudhishthira said. — ‘In what race was Rama born and 
what was the measure of his might and prowess ? Whose sonf 
also was Ravana and for what was it that he had any mis- 
understanding with Rama ? It behoveth thee, O illustrious 
one, to tell me all this in detail ; for I long to hear the story of 
Rama of great achievements \* 

“ Markandeya said. — ‘listen, O prince of Bharata’s race, 
to this old history exactly as it happened ! I will tell thee all 
about the distress suffered by Rama together with his wife. 
There was a great king named Aja sprung from the race of 
Ikshwaku. He had a son named Dagaratha who was devoted 
to the study of the Vedas and was ever pure. And DagarathE 
bad four sons conversant with morality and profit, known by 
the names, respectively, of Rama, Lakshmana, Satrughna, and 
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the mighty Bharata. And R&ma had for his mother Kau^&Iyi, 
and Bharata had for his mother Kaikeyi, while those scourges 
of their enemies, Lakshmana and Satrughna, were the sons 
of Sumitr&. And Janaka was the king of Videha, and Sita 
was his daughter. And Tashtri himself created her, desiring 
to make her the beloved wife of Rama. I have now told 
thee the history of both Rama’s and Sita’s birth. And now, 
O king, I will relate unto thee the birth of Ravana. That 
Lord of all creatures and Creator of the Universe, viz.,— 
the Self-create Prajapati himself — that god possesst of great 
ascetic merit — is the grandfather of Ravana. And Prajapati 
hath a favorite son called Pulastya, born of his will. And 
Pulastya hath a mighty son called Vai$ravana begotten of a 
cow. But his son, leaving his father, went to his grandfather. 
And, O king, angered at this, his father then created a second 
self of himself. And with half of his ownself that regenerate 
one became born as Vigrava for wreaking vengenance on 
Vai9ravana. But the grandsire, pleased with VaiQravana, gave 
him immortality, and sovereignty of all the wealth of the 
Universe, the guardianship of one of the cardinal points, the 
friendship of I^ana, and a son named Nalakuvara. And he 
also gave him for his capital Lanka, which was guarded by 
hosts of Rakshasas, and also a chariot called Pushpaka capable 
of going everywhere according to the will of the rider. And 
the kingship of the Yakshas and the sovereignty over sove- 
reigns were also his/ ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and seventy-third Section in 
the Draupadi-harana of the Yana Parva. 


Section CCLXXIV. 

( Draupadi-harana Parva continued . ) 

Xl Markandeya said.— ‘The Muni named Vi$rava, who was 
begotten of half the soul of Pulastya, in a fit of passion, began 
to look upon Vai9ravana with great anger. But, O monarch, 
Kuvera, the king of the Rakshasas, knowing that his father 
was angry with him, always sought to please him. And, O 
best of Bharata’s race, that king of kings living in Lank! 
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8>ud borne upon the shoulders of men, sent three R& k sh as a 
women to wait upon his father. Their names, O king, were 
Pushpotkata, Raka, and Malini. And they were skilled in 
singing and dancing and were always assiduous in their abten* 
tions on that high-souled Itishi . And those slender-waisted 
ladies vied with one another, O king, in gratifying the 1 lishu 
And that high-souled and adorable being was pleased with 
them and granted them boons. And to every one of them, ha 
gave princely sons according to their desire. Two sons — those 
foremost of Rakshasas named Kumvakarna and the ten-headed 
Ravana, — both unequalled on earth in prowess, were bora to 
Pushpotkata. And Malini had a son named Vibhishana, and 
Raka had twin children named Khara and Surpanakha. And 
Vibhishana surpassed them all in beauty. And that excellent 
person was very pious and assiduously performed all religious 
rites. But that foremost of Rakshasas, he with ten heads, was 
the eldest of them all. And he was religious, and energetic, 
and possessed of great strength and prowess. And the 
Rakshasa Kumvakarna was the most powerful in battle, for 
he was fierce and terrible and a thorough master of the arts of 
illusion. And Khara was proficient in archery, and hostile to 
the Brahmanas, subsisting as he did on flesh. And the fierce 
Surpanakha was a constant source of trouble to the ascetics. 
And the warriors, learned in the Vedas and diligent in cere* 
monial rites, all lived with their father in the Gandhamadana* 
And there they beheld Vaigravana seated with their father, 
possessed of riches and borne on the shoulders of men. And 
seized with jealousy, they resolved upon performing penances. 
And with ascetic penances of the most severe kind, they grati- 
fied Brahma. And the ten-headed Ravana, supporting life 
by means of air alone, and surrounded by the five sacred fires, 
and absorbed in meditation, remained standing on one leg for a 
thousand years. And Kumvakarna with head downwards, and 
with restricted diet, was constant in austerities. And the wise 
and magnanimous Vibhishana, observing fasts and subsisting 
only on dry leaves and engaged in meditation, practised severe 
austerities for as long a period. And Khara and Surpanakha, 
with cheerful hearts, protected and attended on them while 
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(hey were performing those austerities. And at the close of a 
thousand years, the invincible Ten-headed, cutting off his own 
heads, offered them as offerings to the sacred fire. And at 
this act of his, the Lord of the Universe was pleased with 
him. And then Brahm&, personally appearing to them, bade 
them desist from those austerities and promised to grant 
boons unto every one of them. And the adorable Brahm& 
said, — I am pleased with you, my sons ! Cease now from these 
austerities and ask boons of me ! Whatever yc \r desires 
inay be, they, with the single exception of that of immortality, 
will be fulfiled ! As thou hast offered thy heads to the fire from 
great ambition, they will again adorn thy body as before, 
according to thy desire. And thy body will not be disfigured 
and thou shalt be able to assume any form according to thy 
desire and become the conqueror of thy foes in battle* There 
is no doubt of this ! — Thereupon Havana said, — May I never 
experience defeat at the hands of Gandharvas , celestials, 
Kinnaras , Asuras, YaJcshas, Rdkshasas , serpents, and all other 
creatures ! — BrahmJL said, — From those thou hast named, thou 
shalt never have cause of fear : except from men (thou shalt 
have no occasion for fear). Good betide thee ! So hath it 
been ordained by me 1 — 9 

“ M&rkandeya said, — ‘Thus addressed, the Ten-headed 
(R&vana) was highly gratified, for on account of perverted un* 
derstanding, the man-eating one slighted human beings. Then 
the great Grandsire addressed Kumvakarna as before. His 
reason being clouded by darkness, he asked for long-lasting 
sleep. Saying, — It shall be so — Brahma then addressed Vibhi- 
shana, — O my son, I am much pleased with thee ! Ask any 
boon thou pleasest ! — Thereupon, Yibhishana replied, — Evenia 
great danger, may I never swerve from the path of righteous- 
ness, and though ignorant, may I, O adorable Sire, be illu- 
mined with the light of divine knowledge ! — And Brahmfi re- 
plied,—© scourge of thy enemies, as thy soul inclines not to 
unrighteousness although born in the Rdkshasa race, I grant 
thee immortality ! — * 

“ M&rkandeya continued, — ‘Having obtained this boon, the 
ten-headed Rakshasa defeated Kuvera in battle and obtained 
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from him the sovereignty of Lanka, That adorable Beings 
leaving Lanka and followed by Gandharvas, Yaks has, Rakahas, 
and Kinnaras, went to live on mount Gandham&dana, And 
Havana forcibly took from him the celestial chariot called 
Pu&hpaka. And upon this Va^ravana cursed him, saying,—* 
This chariot shall never carry thee : it shall bear him wbQ 
will slay thee in battle ! And as thou hast insulted me, fcby 
elder brother, thou shalt soon die ! — 

'The pious Vibhishana, O king, treading in the path follow* 
ed by the virtuous, and possessed of great glory, followed 
Kuvera. That adorable Lord of wealth, highly pleased with 
his younger brother, invested him with the command of the 
Yaksha and Rakshasa hosts. On the other hand, the powerful 
and man-eating Hdkahasas and Pipdchas, having assembled 
together, invested the ten-headed Havana with their sove- 
reignty, And Havana capable of assuming any form at will, 
and terrible in prowess, and capable also of passing through 
the air, attacked the gods and the Daitya 9 and wrested from 
them all their valuable possessions. And as he had terrified all 
creatures, he was called Havana . And Havana, capable of 
mustering any measure of might, inspired the very gods* with 
terror/ ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and seventy- fourth Section in 
the Draupadi-harana of the Yana Parva. 


Section CCLXXY. 

( Draupadi-harana Pawa continued . ) 

“ Markandeya said. — 'Then the Brahmarshis, the Siddha*, 
and the Devarshiz, with Havyavdha as their spokesman, sought 
the protection of Brahma. And Agni said, — That powerful, 
son of Visrava, the Ten-headed, cannot be slain on account 
of thy boon ! Endued with great might, he oppressed in 
every possible way the creatures of the earth. Protect us, 
therefore, O adorable one ! There is none save thee, to 
protect us ! — * 

'Brahma said, — O Agni, he cannot be conquered in battle 
by either the gods or the A auras ! I have already ordained 
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that which is needful for that purpose. Indeed! his death 
is near l Urged by me, the four-headed God hath already 
been incarnate for that object. Even Vishnu, that foremost* 
of smiters, will achieve that object ! — * 

“ Markandeya continued. — ‘Then the grandsire also address-* 
ed Sakra in their presence, saying, — Be thou, with all the 
celestials, born on earth ! And beget ye on monkeys and bears 
heroic sons possessed of great strength and capable of assuming 
any form at will, as allies of Vishnu ! — And at this, the gods, 
the Gandharvas, and the Ddnavas quickly assembled to take 
counsel as to how they should be born on earth according to 
their respective parts. And in their presence the boon-giving 
god commanded a Gandharvi, by name Dundubhi, saying,— 
Go there for accomplishing this object ! — And Dundubhi, 
hearing these words of the grandsire, was born in the world 
of men as the hunch-backed Manthard . And all the principal 
celestials, with Sakra and others, begot offspring upon the 
wives of the foremost of monkeys and bears. And those 
sons equalled their sires in strength and fame. And they 
were capable of splitting mountain peaks and their weapons 
were stones and trees of the Sdla and the Tala spicies. And 
their bodies were hard as adamant, and they were possessed 
of very great strength. And they were all skilled in war and 
capable of mustering any measure of energy at will. And they 
were equal to a thousand elephants in might, and they re- 
sembled the wind in speed. And some of them lived wherever 
they liked, while others lived in forests. And the adorable 
Creator of the Universe, having ordained all this, instructed 
Manthard as to what she would have to do. And Manthara, 
quick as thought, understood all his words, and went hither 
and thither ever engaged in fomenting quarrels.’ ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and seventy-fifth Section in 
the Draupadi-harana of the Vana Parva, 



Section CCLXXVL 
( Draupadi-harana Parva continued ► ) 

u Tudhishthira said. — ‘0 adorable one, thou hast described 
to me in detail the history of the birth of Kama and others. 
I wish tp learn the cause of their exile. Do thou, O Brih- 
mana, relate why the sons of Da 9 aratha — the brothers Rama 
and Lakshmana — went to the forest with the famous princess 
of Mithila.’ 

“ Markandeya said. — ‘The pious king Dagaratha, ever mind-' 
ful of the old, and assiduous in religious ceremonies, was 
greatly pleased when these sons were born. And his sonar 
gradually grew up in might and they became conversant with 
the Vedas together with all their mysteries, and with the 
Bcience of arms. And when, after having gone through the 
Brahmacharya vows, the princes were married, kingDa9a- 
ratha became happy and highly pleased. And the intelligent 
Rama, the eldest of them all, became the favorite of his father, 
and greatly pleased the people with his charming ways. Andf 
then, O Bharata, the wise king, considering himself old in 
years, took counsel with his virtuous ministers and spiritual 
advisers for installing TULma as regent of the kingdom. And 
all those great ministers were agreed that it was time to do so. 
And, O scion of Kuru’s race, king Da 9 aratha was greatly 
pleased to behold his son, — that enchancer of Kau$alya’s de- 
light — possessed of eyes that were red, and arms that were 
sinewy. And his steps were like those of a wild elephant. And 
he had long arms, and high shoulders, and black and curly hair. 
And he was valiant, and glowing with splendour, and not in- 
ferior to Indra himself in battle. And he was well-versed in 
holy writ and was equal unto Vrihaspati in wisdom. An object 
of love with all the people, he was skilled in every science. 
And with senses under complete control, his very enemies were 
pleased to behold him. And he was the terror of the wicked 
and the protector of the virtuous. And possessed of intelligence 
and incapable of being baffled, he was victorious over all and 
never vanquished by any, And, 0 descendant of Kuru’s race, 
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beholding his son— that enchancer of Kau$aly&'s joy— king 
Dagaratha became highly pleased. And reflecting on R&ma’s 
virtues, the powerful and mighty king cheerfully addressed 
the family priest, saying, — Blessed be thou, O Brahmana ! This 
night of the Puehya constellation will bring in a very aus- 
picious conjunction. Let, therefore, materials be collected 
and let Rama also be invited. This Pmhya constellation will 
last till tomorrow. And Rama, therefore, should be invested 
by me and my ministers as prince-regent of all my subjects !-— 

‘Meanwhile Manthara (the maid of Kaikeyi), hearing these 
words of the king, went to her mistress, and spoke unto her as 
was suited to the occasion. — And she said, — Thy great ill-luck, 
O Kaikeyi, bath this day been proclaimed by the king ! O 
unlucky one, mayst thou be bitten by a fierce and enraged 
Bnake of virulent poison ! Kau^alyi, indeed, is fortunate, as 
it is her son that is going to be installed cm the throne. 
Where, indeed, is thy prosperity, when thy son obt&ineth not 
tile kingdom ? — * 

‘Hearing these words of her maid, the slender- waisted and 
beautiful Kaikeyi put on all her ornaments, and sought her 
husband in a secluded place. And with a joyouB heart, and 
smiling pleasantly, she addressed these words to him with all 
the blandishments of love, — O king, thou art always true to 
thy promises. Thou didst promise before to grant me an object 
of my desire. Do thou fulfil that promise now and save thy- 
self from the sin of an unredeemed pledge ! — The king replied, 
saying,— I will grant thee a boon. Ask thou whatever thou 
Wishest ! What man undeserving of death shall be slain to- 
day and who that deserves death is to be set at liberty ? Upon 
whom shall I beBtow wealth today, or whose wealth shall be 
confiscated ? Whatever wealth there is in this world save 
what belongeth to Brahmanas is mine ! I am the king of 
kings in this world, and the protector of all the four classes 1 
Tell me quickly, O blessed lady, what that object is upon 
which thou hast set thy heart !— Hearing these words of the 
king, and tying him fast to his pledge, and conscious also of 
her power over him, she addressed him in these words, — I de- 
sire that Bharata be the recepient ,of that investiture which 
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thou bast designed for Rama, and let Rama go into exile living' 
in the forest of Dandaka for fourteen years as an ascetic with 
matted locks on head and robed in rags and deer-skins !— 
Hearing these disagreeable words of cruel import, the king, O 
chief of the Bharata race, was sorely afflicted and became 
utterly speechless ! But the mighty and virtuous Banu^ 
learning that his father had been thus solicited, went into the 
forest, so that the king's truth might remain inviolate. And; 
blessed be thou, he was followed by the auspicious Lakshmana 
—that foremost of bowmen, and his wife Sit&, the princess 
of Yideha and daughter of Janaka. And after Rama had gone 
into the forest, king Da9aratha took leave of his body, agree* 
ably to the eternal law of time. And knowing that R&ma was 
not near, and that the king was dead, queen Kaikeyi, causing 
Bharata to be brought before her, addressed him in these w ords, 
— Da<jaratha hath gone to heaven, and both Rama and Laksh* 
man a are in the forest ! Take thou this kingdom which is 
so extensive and whose peace there is no rival to disturb*—* 
Thereupon the virtuous Bharata replied unto her, saying,— 
Thou hast done a wicked deed, having slain thy husband and 
exterminated this family, from lust of wealth alone ! Heaping 
infamy on my head, O accursed woman of our race, thou hast, 
© mother, attaiued this thy object ! — And having said these 
words, the prince wept aloud. And having proved his inno* 
cence before all the subjects of the realm, be set out in the 
wake of Rama, desiring to bring him back. And placing 
Kaugalya and Sumitra and Kaikeyi in vehicles at the van 
of his train, he proceeded with a heavy heart, in company 
with Satrughna. And he was accompanied by Yagishtha 
and Yamadeva and other Brahmanas by thousands, and by 
the people of the cities and the provinces, desiring to bring 
back R&ma. And he saw Rama with Lakshmana, living on 
the mountains of Chitrakwta, with bow in hand and decked 
with the ornaments of ascetics. Bharata, however, was dis- 
missed by Rama, who was determined to act according to the 
words of his father. And returning, Bharata ruled at Nandi- 
grama, keeping before him, his brother's shoes. And Rama 
fearing a repetition of intrusion by the people of Ayodhyfc, en- 
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tered into the great forest towards the asylum of Sarabhangau 
And having paid his respects to Sarabhanga, he entered the 
forest of Dandaha and took up his abode on the banks of the 
beautiful river Godavari. And while living there, Rama was 
inveigled into hostilities with Khara, then dwelling in Janas- 
fchana, on account of Surpanakba. And for the protection of 
the ascetics, the virtuous scion of Raghu’s race slew fourteen 
thousand Rakshasas on earth. And having slain those mighty 
Rakshasas, Khara and Dusbana, the wise descendant of Raghu 
once more made that sacred forest free from danger. 

* And after those Rakshasas had been slain, Surpanakha 
with mutilated nose and lips, repaired to Lanka — the abode of 
her brother (Ravana). And when that Rakshasa woman, sense- 
less with grief and with dry blood-stains on her face, appear- 
ed before Ravana, she fell down at his feet. And beholding 
her so horridly mutilated, Ravana became senseless with 
wrath, and grinding his teeth, sprung up from his seat. And 
dismissing his ministers, he enquired of her in private, saying, 
•—Blessed sister, who hath made thee so, forgetting and dis- 
regarding me ? Who is he that having got a sharp-pointed 
spear, hath rubbed his body with it ? Who is he that sleepeth 
in happiness and security, after placing a fire close to his head ? 
Who is he that hath trodden upon a vengeful snake of virulent 
poison ? Who, indeed, is that person who standeth with his hand 
thrust into the mouth of the maned lion ? — Then flames of 
wrath burst forth from his body, like those that are emitted at 
night from the hollows of a tree on fire. His sister then related 
unto him the prowess of Rama and the defeat of the Raksh- 
asas with Khara and Dushana at their head. Informed of 
the slaughter of his relatives, Ravana, impelled by Fate, re* 
membered Maricha for slaying Rama. And resolving upon the 
course he was to follow, and having made arrangements for the 
government of his capital, he consoled his sister, and set out 
on an aerial voyage. And crossing the Trikuta and the 
K&la mountains, he beheld the vast receptacle of deep waters 
—the abode of the Makaras* Then crossing the Ocean, the 


* Huge fabulous aquatic animals. 
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ten-headed Ravana reached Ookama — the favorite resort of 
the illustrious god armed with the trident. And there R&vana 
met with his old friend Maricha, who, from fear of R&m* 
himself, had adopted an asoetic mode of life.* ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and seventy-sixth Section in 
the Draupadi-harana of the Vana Parva. 

Section CCLXXVII. 

( Dmupadi-harana Parva continued . ) 

“Markandeya said, — ‘Beholding Ravana come, M&richa 
received him with a respectful welcome, and offered him 
fruits and roots. And after Ravana had taken his seat, and 
rested himself awhile, Maricha, skilled in speech, sat beside 
Ravana and addressed him who was himself as eloquent in 
speech, saying, — Thy complexion hath assumed an unnatural 
hue : is it all right with thy kingdom, O king of the RakBh* 
asas ? What hath brought thee here ? Do thy subjects continue 
to pay thee the same allegiance that they used to pay thee 
before ? What business hath brought thee here ? Know' 
that it is already fulfiled even if it be very difficult of fulfil- 
ment ! — Ravana, whose heart was agitated with wrath and 
humiliation, informed him briefly of the acts of Rama and 
the measures that were to be taken. And on hearing his 
story, Maricha briefly replied to him, saying, — Thou must 
not provoke R&ma, for I know his strength ! Is there a per- 
son who is capable of withstanding the impetus of his arrows? 
That great man hath been the cause of my assuming my 
present ascetic life. What evil-minded creature hath put thee 
up to this course calculated to bring ruin and destruction on 
thee ? — To this Ravana indignantly replied, reproaching him 
thus : — If thou dost not obey my orders, thou shalt surely die 
at my hands. — Maricha then thought within himself, — When 
death is inevitable, I shalL do his bidding ; for it is better to 
die at the hands of one that is superior ! — Then he replied to 
the lord of the Rakshasas, saying, — I shall surely render thee 
whatever help I can ! — Then the ten-headed Ravana said unto 
him, — Go and tempt Sita, assuming the shape of a deer with 
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golden horns and a golden skin ! When Sita will observe thee 
thus, she will sorely send away Rima to bunt thee. And then 
$ite will surely come within my power, and I shall forcibly 
carry her away. And then that wicked B&ma will surely die of 
grief at the loss of his wife. Do thou help me in this way ! — 

“ ‘Thus addressed, Mancha performed his obsequies (in anti- 
cipation) and with a sorrowful heart, followed Havana, who 
was in advance of him. And having reached the hermitage 
of R&ma of difficult achievements, they both did as arranged 
before-hand, And Havana appeared in the guise of an asce- 
tic with head shaven, and adorned with a Kundala and a 
treble staff. And Maricha appeared in the shape of a deer. 
And M&richa appeared before the princess of Videha in that 
guise. And impelled by fate, she sent away Hama after that 
deer. And Hama, with the object of pleasing her, quickly 
took up his bow, and leaving Lakshmana behind to protect 
her, went away in pursuit of that deer. And armed with 
his bow and quiver and scimitar, and his fingers encased in 
gloves of Iguana skin, Hama went in pursuit of that deex; 
after the manner of Rudra following the stellar deer* in days 
of yore. And that Rakshasa enticed away Hama to a great 
distance by appearing before him at one time and disappear- 
ing from his view at another. And when Hama at last knew 
who and what that deer was, viz., that he was a Rakshasa, that 
illustrious descendant of Raghu’s race took out an infallible 
arrow and slew that Rakshasa in the disguise of a deer. 
And struck with Hama's arrow, the Rakshasa, imitating B&ma’fl 
voice, cried out in great distress, calling upon Sita and Laksb- 
mana. And when the princess of Videha heard that cry 
of distress, she was for running towards the quarter from 
wheenoe the cry came. Then Lakshmana said to her,— - 
Timid lady, thou hast no cause of fear 1 Who is so powerful as 

* Tdrd-mrig&m. Formerly Prajapati, assuming the form of a deer, 
followed his daughter from lust, and Rudra, armed with a trident, 
pursued Prajapati and struck off his head. That deer-head of Fraj&pati 
severed from the trunk, became the star, or rather constellation, called 
Mrigafirai. — T. 
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to he able to smite R&ma ? 0 thou of sweet smiles, in % mo- 
ment thou wilt behold thy husband Rim* ! — Thus addressed 
the chaste Siti, from that timidity which is natural to women, 
became suspicious of even the pure Laksbmana, and began 
to weep aloud. And that, chaste lady, devoted to her husband* 
harshly reproved Laksbmana, saying, — The object which thou* 
O fool, cherishest in thy heart, shall never be fulfiled ! X would 
rather kill myself with a weapon or throw myself from the 
top of a hill or enter into a blazing fire than live with a sorry 
wretch like thee, forsaking my husband Rama, like a tigress 
under the protection of a jackal !— 

‘When the good-natured Lakshmana, who was very fond &f 
his brother, heard these words, he shut his ears (with his hands) 
and set out on the track that Rama had taken. And Laksh* 
mana set out without casting a single glance on that lady 
with lips soft and red like the Bimba fruit. Meanwhile, the 
Bakshasa Havana, wearing a genteel guise though wipked at 
heart, and like unto a fire enveloped in a heap of ashes, showed 
^himself there. And he appeared there in the disguise of a 
hermit, for forcibly carrying away that lady of blamploiP 
character. The virtuous daughter of J anaka, seeing him 
come, welcomed him with fruits and roots and a seat. 
regarding these and assuming his own proper shape, that bull 
among Rakshasas began to reassure the princess of Yideb9 4* 
these words, — I am, O Sita. the king of the. Rakahasas, 
known by the name of Havana ! My delightful city feaojip 
by the name of Lanka, is on the other side pf the great ocean ! 
There among beautiful women, thou wilt shine with mo i Q 
lady of beautiful lips, forsaking the ascetic Hama, do thou 
become my wife ! — Janaka’s daughter of beautiful lips, head- 
ing these and other words in the same strain, shut her ears and 
replied unto him, saying, — Do not say so ! The vault of heavep 
with all its stars may fall down, the Earth it§Clf .may be 
broken into fragments, fire itself rp a 7 change its nature &y 
becoming cool, yet I cannot forsake the descendant of JEUghu J 
How can a she-elephant, who hath lived with the .mighty 
leader of a herd with rent temples, forsake him and liye with £ 
hog ? Having once tasted the sweet wine prepared from honqy 
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Or flowers, how can a woman, I fancy, relish the wretched 
arrack from rice ?— Having uttered these words, she entered 
the cottage, her lips trembling in wrath and her arms moving 
to and fro in emotion. Havana, however, followed her thither 
and intercepted her further progress. And rudely scolded by 
the R&kshasa, she swooned away. But Havana seized her by 
4he hair of her head, and rose up into the air. Then a huge 
Yulture of the namh of Jat&yu living on a mountain peak, 
beheld that helpless lady thus weeping and calling upon B&ma 
in great distress while being carried away by R&vana/ " 

Thus ends the two hundred and seventy -seventh Section in 
the Draupadi'harana of the Yana Parva. 


Section CCLXXYIII. 

( Dwupadi-harana Parva continued . ) 
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that intelligent lad y threw down amongst them a broad piece 
.of her costly attire. And that beautiful and yellow piece of' 
cloth fell, fluttering through the air, amongst those five fort* 
most of monkeys like lightning from the clouds. And thafc 
llAksfcasa soon passed a great way through the firmament like 
a bird through the air. And soon the Rakshasa beheld hir 
delightful and charming city of many gates, surrounded on 
all sides by high walls and built by Vi^wakrit himself. And' 
the king of the Rakshasas then entered his city known by 
the name of Lanka, accompanied by Sita. 

“ ‘And while Sita was being carried away, the intelligent 
Rama, having slain the great deer, retraced his steps and saw 
his brother Lakshmana (on the way). And beholding his 
brother, Rama reproved him, saying, — How couldst thou come 
hither, leaving the princess of Videha in a forest that is 
haunted by the Rakshasas ? — And reflecting on his own entice* 
ment to a great distance by that Rakshasa in the guise of a 
deer and on the arrival of his brother (leaving Sita alone in the 
asylum), Rama was filled with agony. And quickly advancing 
towards Lakshmana while reproving him still, RAma asked him, 
— O Lakshmana, is the princess of Videha still alive ? I fear 
she is no more ! — Then Lakshmana told him everything about 
what Sita had said, especially that unbecoming language of 
hers subsequently. With a burning heart, Rama then ran to* 
wards the asylum. And on the way he beheld a vulture, huge 
as a mountain, lying in the agonies of death. And suspect* 
ing him to be a Rakshasa, the descendant of the Kakutstba 
race, along with Lakshmana, rushed towards him, drawing 
with great force his bow to a circle. The mighty vulture, 
however, addressing them both, said, — Blessed be ye, I am 
the king of the vultures, and friend of Dagaratha ! — Hearing 
these words of his, both Rama and his brother put aside th£i* 
excellent bows, and said, — Who is this one that speaketh the 
name of our father in these woods ? — And then they saw that 
creature to be a bird destitute of two wings. And that bird 
then told them of liis own overthrow at the hands of R&v&na 
for the sake of Sita. Then Rama enquired of the vulture 
as to the way BA vana had taken. The vulture answered him 
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by a nod of the bead and then breathed hie last. And 
having understood from the sign the vulture had made that 
R&vana had gone towards the south, Rama, reverencing his 
father’s friend, caused his funeral obsequies to be duly perform- 
ed Then those chastisers of foes, Rim a and L&kshtnana, filled 
with grief at the abduction of the princess Of Videha, took 
a southerly path through the Dandaka woods, beholding along 
their way many uninhabited asylums of ascetics, scattered over 
With seats of Kufa grass and umbrellas of leaves and broken 
water-pots, and abounding with hundreds of jackals. And 
in that great forest, R&ma along with Sumitri’s Son beheld 
many herds of deer running in all directions. And they heard 
a loud uproar Of various creatures like what is beard during 
a fast-spreading Forest conflagration. And soon they beheld 
a headless R&ksbasa of terrible mein. And that Rikshasa was 
dark as the clouds and huge as a mountain, with shoulders 
broad as those of a S&la tree, and with arms that Were gigantic. 
And be had a pair of large eyes on his breast, and the open- 
ing of his mouth was large and was placed on bis capacious 
belly. And the Rikshasa seized Lakshmana by the hand, with- 
out nfcy difficulty. And seized by the Rikshasa, the son of 
Stmritrl, O Bhirata, became Utterly confounded and helpless. 
And Casting bis glances on Rama, that headless Rikshasa 
begab to draw Lakshmana towards that part of his body 
where his mouth was. And Lakshmana in grief addressed 
Blma, laying, — Behold my plight ! The loss of thy kingdom, 
and thOn the death of our Father, and then the abduction of 
Sit&, and finally this disaster that hath overwhelmed me ! 
Alas, I shall not behold thee return with the princess of 
Vidoha to i£o$ria and seated on thy ancestral throne as the 
ruler Of the entire Earth ! They only that are fortunate 
will beheld thy face, like unto the moon emerged from the 
clouds, after thy coronation bath in water sanctified with Ku$a 
grass and fried paddy and black pease !*— And 'the intelli- 

* It would seem that the water used in the coronation-bath was 
poured on the head, after the scattering of grass, fried paddy, 

and back pease all around.— T, 
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gent Lakshmana uttered those and other lamentations in the 
same strain. The illustrious descendant, however, of Kakut- 
stha’s race, undaunted amid danger, replied unto Lakshmana, 
saying,— Do not, O tiger among men, give way to grief! 
What is this thing when I am here t Cut thou off his 
right arm and 1 shall cut off his left. — And while R&m* 
was still speaking so, the left arm of the monster was severed 
by him, cut off with a sharp scimitar, as if, indeed, that 
arm were a stalk of the TUa com.* The mighty son of Su- 
mitra then, beholding his brother standing before him, 
struck off with his sword the right arm also of that R&kshasa. 
And Lakshmana also began to repeatedly strike the Rakshasa 
under the ribs, and then that huge headless monster fell upon 
the ground and expired quickly. And then there came out 
from the Rakshasa’s body a person of celestial make. And 
he showed himself to the brothers, staying for a moment in 
the skies, like the Sun in his effulgence in the firmament. 
And Rama skilled in speech, asked him, saying, — Who art 
thou ? Answer me who enquire of thee ! Whence could such 
a thing happen ? All this seems to me to be exceedingly 
wonderful !-*-Thus addressed by Rama, that being replied 
^into him, saj*ing, — I am, O prince, a Gandharva of the 
name of Vicjwavasu ! It was through the curse of a Br&h~ 
mana that I had to assume the form and nature of a Rakshh 
asa. As to thyself, O Rama, Sita hath been ravished by 
king Havana who dwelleth in Lanka. Repair thou unto Sife- 
griva who will give thee his friendship. There, near .enough 
to the peak of Bishyamuka is the lake known by the name 
of Pamp3 of sacred water and abounding with swans and 
cranes. There dwelleth, with four of his counsellors, Sugriva, 
the brother of the monkey-king Vali decked with a garland 
of gold. Repairing unto him, inform him of thy cause of 
sorrow. In plight very much like tby own, he will render 
thee assistance. This is all that we can say. Thou wilt, with- 
out doubt, see the daughter of Janaka ! Without doubt, 

r i1 — ■ ■ ■■■ — ■ ... ■■ ■■■ — ■■■■» 

' * Tilakdndam — probably, a reed of a particular kind. T have adhered, 
however, to the grammatical meaning. 
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R&vana and others are known to the king of the monkeys ?— * 
Having said these words, that celestial being of great effttU 
gence made himself invisible, and those heroes, both Rama 
and Lakshmana, wondered much/ ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and seventy-eighth Section in 
the Draupadi-harana of the Vana Parva. 

Section CCLXXIX. 

( Drdupadi-harana Parva continued. ) 

“ Mirkandeya said. — ‘Afflicted with grief at the abduction 
of Sit3,, Rama had not to go much further before he came 
upon Pampa — that lake which abounded with lotuses of 
various kinds. And fanned by the cool, delicious, and fragrant 
breezes in those woods, Rama suddenly remembered his dear 
spouse. And, O mighty monarch, thinking of that dear wife 
of his, and afflicted at the thought of his separation from her, 
Rama gave way to lamentations. The son of SumitrS, then ad- 
dressed him, saying, — O thou that givest proper respect to those 
that deserve it, despondency such as this should not be suffer- 
ed to approach thee, like illness that can never touch an old 
man leading a regular life ! Thou hast obtained informal 
lion of Ravana and of the princess of Videha ! Liberate 
ter now with exertion and intelligence ! Let us now ap- 
proach Sugriva, that foremost of monkeys, who is even now 
on the mountain-top ! Console thyself, when I, thy disciple 
and slave and ally, am hear ! — And addressed by Lakshmana 
in these and other words of the same import, Rama regained 
his own nature and attended to the business before him. 
And bathing in the waters of Pampa and offering oblations 
therewith unto their ancestors, both those heroic brothers* 
Rama and Lakshmana, set out (for Rishyamuka ) % And 
arriving at Rishyamuka which abounded with fruits and 
roots and trees, those heroes beheld five monkeys on the top 
of the mountain-peak. And seeing them approach, Sugriva 
sent his counsellor, the intelligent Hanuman, huge as the 
Himavat-mountains, to receive them. And the brothers, 
having first exchanged words with HanumSn, approached 
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Sugriva. And then, 0 king, Rama made friends with Su- 
griva. And when REma informed Sugriva of the object he 
had in view, Sugriva showed him the piece of cloth that Sit$ 
had dropped among the monkeys, while being carried away 
by REvana. And having obtained from him those credentials, 
REma himself installed Sugriva— the foremost of monkeys— 
in sovereignty of all the monkeys of Earth. And Rama also 
pledged himself to slay Vali in battle. And, O king, Sugriva 
also pledged himself to bring back SitE. And having come 
to that understanding and placing the fullest confidence in 
each other, they all repaired to Kishkindhyd , desirous of battle 
{with Vali). And arriving at Kishlcindhya , Sugriva sent forth 
a loud roar deep as that of a cataract. And unable to bear that 
challenge, Vali was for coming out, (but his wife) TErE stood 
in his way, saying,— Himself endued with great strength, the 
way in which Sugriva is roaring, showeth, I ween, that he 
hath found assistance ! It behoveth thee not, therefore, to go 
out ! — Thus addressed by her, that king of the monkeys, the 
eloquent Vali, decked in a golden garland, replied unto TErE 
of face beautiful as the moon,* saying, — Thou understandest 
the voice of every creature. Tell me after reflection whose help 
it is that this brother in name only of mine hath obtained !— 
Thus addressed by him, Tara endued with wisdom, and possess- 
ed of the effulgence of the moon, answered her lord after a 
moments reflection, saying, — Listen, O monarch of all the 
monkeys ! That foremost of bowmen endued with great 
might, Rama the son of Dagaratha, whose spouse hath been 
ravished, hath made an alliance offensive and defensive with 
Sugriva ! And his brother the intelligent Lakshmana also of 
mighty arms, the unvanquished son of SumitrE, standeth 
beside him for the success of Sugriva’s object. And M&inda 
and Dtfivida, and Hanuman the son of Pavanaft and 
JambhubEn the king of the bears, are beside Sugriva as hit 


♦ T&r&m tdradhipananam. It is impossible to show in a translation 
the harmony and alliterative collocation of the Sanskrit. Lit.— u Of 
face like that of the lord of the stars. v — T. 

t There are many names by which the Wind-god is known. 
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counsellors. All these illustrious ones are endued with great 
strength and intelligence. And these all, depending upon the 
might and energy of Rama, are prepared for thy destruction ! 
—Hearing these words of hers that were for his benefit, the 
king of tho monkeys disregarded them altogether. And filled 
with jealousy, he also suspected her to have set her heart on 
Sugriva ! And addressing TarSL in harsh words, he went out 
of his cave, and coming before Sugriva who was staying by 
the side of the mountains of Malyavat, he spoke un$o him thus, 
—Frequently vanquished before by me, fond as thou art of 
life, thou art allowed by me to escape with life owing to thy 
relationship with me 1 What hath made thee wish for death 
so soon?— Thus addressed by Vali, Sugriva, that slayer of 
foes, as if addressing Rama himself for informing him of what 
had happened, replied unto his brother in these words of 
grave import O king, robbed by thee of my wife and my 
kingdom also, what need have I of life ? Know that it is for 
this that I have come ! — Then addressing each other in these 
and other words of the same import, Vali and Sugriva rushed 
to the encounter, fighting with Sala and Tala trees and stones. 
And they struck each other down on the earth. And leaping 
high into the air, they struck each other with their fists. And 
mangled by each other’s nails and teeth, both of them were 
covered with blood. And the two heroes shone on that ac- 
count like a pair of blossoming Kingulca8.* And as they 
fought with each other, no difference (in aspect) could be obr 
served so as to distinguish them. Then Banum&n placed 
on Sugiiva’s neck a garland of flowers. And that berp there- 
upon shone with that garland on his neck, like the beauti- 
ful and huge peak of Mdlya with its cloudy belt. And Rama 
recognising Sugriva by that sign, then drew his foremost of 
huge bows, aiming at V&li as his mark. And the twang of 
Rama’s bow resembled the roar of an engine. And Vali, 
pierced in the heart by that arrow, trembled in fear, .And 
Vali, his heart having been pierced through, began to vomit 
forth blood. And he then beheld standing before him Rama 


* Called also 
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With SumitriL’s son by his side. And reproving tbst des* 
cendant of Kakutstha’s race, Yaii fe 11 down on the ground 
and became senseless. And Tkr* then beheld that told of 
hers possessed of the ^effulgence of the moon, lying prostrate 
on the bare earth. And after Vali had been thus slain; Su- 
griva'regained possession of Kishkindhya, and along with it?, 
of the widowed Tara also of face beautiful as the Moon. And 
the intelligent Rama also dwelt on the beautiful breast of 
the Milyavat^hills for four months, duly worshipped by Su* 
griva all the while. 

“ ‘Meanwhile Havana excited by lust, having reached his 
city of Lanka, placed Sita in an abode, resembling tfaridAna 
itself, within a forest of Agokas that looked like an asylum 
of ascetics. And the large-eyed Sita passed her days there in 
distress, living on fruits and roots, practising ascetic austerities 
with fasts, attired in ascetic garb, and waning thin day by day, 
thinking of her absent lord. And the king of the Rdkshasds 
appointed many Rdkshasa women armed with bearded darts 
and swords and lances and battle-axes and maces and flaming 
brands, for guarding her. And some of these had two eyes, 
and some three. And some had eyes on their foreheads. And 
some had long tongues and some had none. And some had 
three breasts, and some had only one leg. And some had three 
matted braids on their heads, and some had only one eye. And 
these and others of blazing eyes and hair stiff as fte camera, 
stood beside Sita surrounding her day and night most watch* 
fully. And those PigcLcha women of frightful voice and 
terrible aspect always addressed that large-eyed lady in the 
harshest tones. And they said, — Let us eat her up, let us 
mangle her, let us tear her into pieces,— her, that is, that dwell* 
eth here disregarding our lord !— And filled with grief at the 
separation from her lord, Sita drew a deep sigh and answered 
those Rdkshasa women, saying, — Reverend ladies, eat me up 
Without delay ! I have no desire to live without that bus* 
hand of mine, of eyes like lotus-leaves and locks wavy, and 
blue in hue ! Truly I will, without food and without the least 
love of life, emaciate my limbs, like a she-snake (hybernating) 
within a Told ]tr*e. _Know this for certain that I will never 
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seek the protection of any other person than the descendant of 
Raghu. And knowing this, do what ye think fit !— And hearing 
these words of hers, those Rakshasis with dissonant voice went 
to the king of the Rakshasas , for representing unto him all 
she had said. And when those Rakshasis had gone away, one 
of their number known by the name of Trijata, who was 
virtuous and agreeable in speech, began to console the princess 
of Videha. And she said, — Listen, O Sita ! I will tell thee some* 
thing i O friend, believe in what I say ! O thou m fair hips, 
cast off thy fears, and listen to what I say ! There is an in- 
telligent and old chief of the Rakshasas known by the name 
of Avindhya. He always seeketh Rama’s good and hath told 
me these words for thy sake I — Reassuring and cheering her , 
tell Sitd in my name , saying , — Thy husband the mighty Rama 
is well and is waited upon by Lakshmana. And the blessed 
descendant of Raghu hath already made friends with Su~ 
grim, the king of the monkeys , and is ready to act for thee ! 
And, 0 timid lady , entertain thou no fear on account of 
Rdvana , who is censured by the whole world, for, 0 daughter , 
thou art safe from him on account of NalakuvarcCs curse ! 
Indeed, this wretch had been cursed before for his having 
violated his daughter-in-law, Rambha. This lustful wretch 
is not able to violate any woman by force. Thy husband 
will soon come, protected by Sugriva and with the intelli- 
gent son of Sumitrk in his train, and will soon take thee 
away hence ! O lady, I have had a most terrible dream of 
evil omen, indicating the destruction of this wicked-minded 
wretch of Pulastya’s race ! This night-wanderer of mean 
deeds is, indeed, most wicked and cruel. He inspire th terror 
in all by the defects of his nature and the wickedness of his 
conduct. And deprived of his sense by Fate, he challengeth 
the very gods. In my vision I have seen every indication of 
his down-fall. I have seen the Ten-headed, with his crown 
shaven and body besmeared with oil, sunk ,in mire, and the 
next moment dancing on a chariot drawn by mules. I have seen 
Kumbhakarna and others, perfectly naked and with crowns 
shaven, decked with red wreaths and unguents, and running 
towards the southern direction* Yibhishana alone, with um« 
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ftrella over his head, and^ graced with a turban, and with 
body decked with white wreaths and unguents, I beheld 
ascending the summit of the White hill. And I saw four 
of his counsellors also, decked with white wreaths and un- 
guents, ascending the summit of that hill along with him* 
All this bodeth that these alone will be [saved from the 
impending terror. The whole earth with its oceans and seas 
will be enveloped with Rama's arrows. O lady, thy husband 
will fill the whole earth with his fame. I also saw Lakshmana, 
consuming all directions (with his arrows) and ascending 
on a heap of bones and drinking thereon honey and rice 
boiled in milk. And thou, O lady, hast been beheld by me 
running towards a northerly direction, weeping and cover- 
ed with blood and protected by a tiger ! And, O princess 
of Videha, soon wilt thou find happiness, being united, O 
Sita, with thy lord, that descendant of Raghu, accompanied 
by his brother ! — Hearing these words of Trijata , that girl 
with eyes like those of a young gazelle, once more began to 
entertain hopes of a union with her lord. And when at last 
those fierce and cruel Pigdcha guards came back, they saw 
her sitting with Trijata as before.' ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and seventy-ninth Section in 
the Draupadi-harana of the Yana Parva. 


Section CCLXXX. 

( Draupadi-harana Parva continued . ) 

“Markandeya said. — And while the chaste Sita was dwell- 
ing there afflicted with melancholy and grief on account of 
her lord, attired in mean garb, with but a single jewel (on the 
marital thread on her wrist), and incessantly weeping, seated 
on a stone, and waited upon by Rakshasa women, Havana, 
afflicted by the shafts of the god of desire, came to see her 
and approached her presence. And inflamed by desire, that 
conquerer in battle of the gods, the Ddnavas , the Gan - 
dharvas , the Yakshas , and the Kimpurushas, attired in celes- 
tial robes and possessing handsome features, decked with 
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jewelled ear-riogs, and wearing a beautiful garland and crown, 
entered the Agoka woods, like an embodiment of the vernal 
season. And dressed with care, Havana looked like tho 
Kedpa tree in Indra’s garden. But though adorned with 
every embellishment, that hero inspired only awe, like a 
beautified banian in the midst of a cemetery. And that night* 
wanderer, having approached the presence of that stender- 
waisted lady, looked like the planet Saturn in the presence 
of Rohinil* And smitten with the shafts of the ~od of the 
flowery emblem,* f he accosted that fair-hipped lady then 
affrighted like a helpless doe, and told her these words : — Thou 
hast, O Sifci, shown thy regard for thy lord too much ! O 
thou of delicate limbs, be merciful unto me ! Let thy person 
be embellished now (by these maids in waiting). O excellent 
lady, accept me as thy lord ! And, O thou of the most beauti- 
ful complexion, attired in costly robes and ornaments, take 
thou the first place among all the women of my household ! 
Many are the daughters of the celestials and also of the 
Gandharvas that I possess ! I am lord also of many Dctndva 
and Daitya ladies I One hundred and forty millions of 
Ti$dcha8 , twice as many man-eating Rakshasas of terri- 
ble deeds, and thrice as many Yalcahas, do my bidding ! 
Some of these are under the sway of my brother who 
is the lord of all treasures ! In my drinking-hall, O excellent 
lady of beautiful thighs, Gandharvas and Apsaras wait on 
me as they do on my brother ! I am, again, the son of that 
regenerate Rishi Varavas himself of high ascetic merit, I 
am renowned, again, as the fifth It3gent of the Universe !J And, 

— | T— " - » ■ — 

* Saturn, or more properly, Sani y is represented in Hindu mytho- 
logy as a grim monster, while the constellation called Rohini is supposed 
to be a beautiful female owned as wife by the moon. — T. 

t Pushpaketu , Kama , Kandarpa , are some of the names by which 
the Hindu Cupid is known. Owing to the abundance of synonyms in 
Sanskrit* the same idea is capable of being repeated without the ear 
being at all displeased within the course of these few lines : the express- 
ion, M afflicted with the shafts of the god of desire " occurs thrice, but 
each time in different form. — T . 

I There are four principal ones, according to the four cardinal directions. 
B&vana was, in consideration of his power, looked upon as the fifth,— F, 
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5 beautiful lady, of food and edibles and drinks of the vejr 
jest kind, I have as much as the Lord himself of tbo celes- 
tials 1 Let all thy troubles consequent on a life in the woods 
3 ease ! O thou of fair hips, be my Queen, as Mandodari her- 
self !— Thus addressed by him, the beautiful princess of Videb* 
turning away and regarding him as something less than a straw/ 
replied unto that wanderer of the night. And at that time 
the princess of Yideha, that girl of beautiful hips, had bet 
deep and compact bosom copiously drenched by her inaus- 
picious tears shed ceaselessly. And she who regarded he 
husband as her god, answered that mean wretch, B&ying,— » B„ 
sheer ill-luck it is, O king of the R&kshasas, that I am ob- 
liged to hear such words of grievous import spoken by 
thee ! Blessed be thou, O Rakshasa fond of sensual pleas- 
ures, let thy heart be withdrawn from me ! I am the wife o 
another, ever devoted to my husband, and, therefore, in- 
capable of being possessed by thee ! A helpless human being 
that I am, I cannot be a fit wife for thee ! Y^hat joy can be 
thine by using violence towards an unwilling woman ? Thy 
father is a wise Brahmana, born of Brahma and equal ante 
that Lord himself of the creation ! Why dost thou not, there- 
fore, thyself being equal to a Regent of the Universe, ob- 
serve virtue ? Disgracing thy brother, that king of the Takahaa 
that adorable one who is the friend of Mahegwara himself 
that lord of treasures, how is it that thou feelest no shame ?— - 
Having said these words, SitA began to weep, her bosom 
shivering in her agitation, and covering her neck and face witi 
her garments. And the long and well-knit braid, black anc 
glossy, falling from the head of the weeping lady, looked like*; 
black snake. And hearing these cruel words uttered by SitJL 
the foolish Ravana, although thus rejected, addressed SitA onqe 


* It is a matter of some surprise that almost all the Bengalee tran- 
lators have misunderstood the expression , — Trinamantaratae Kritwd 
d though it is almost a proverb. Even the Burdwan Pundits, who, are 
generally very careful, have not been correct There is no difference e 
•eading to be observed in any of the texts. The erroneous rendering tc 
which I allude is , — Hiding her face behind the grate* — T % 
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more, saying, — O lady, let the god having the Makara fitfr 
his emblem burn me sorely. I will, however, on no account, 
0 thou of sweet smiles and beautiful hips, approach thee, as 
thou art unwilling ! What can I do to thee that still feelest 
a regard for Rama who is only a human being and, therefore, 
our food ? — Having said these words unto that lady of faultless 
features, the king of the Rakshasas jnade himself invisible 
then and there and went away to the place he liked. And 
SitS, surrounded by those Rakshasa women, and treated with 
tenderness by Trijatd , continued to dwell there in grief/ ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and eightieth Section in the 
Draupadi-harana of the Yana Parva. 


Section CCLXXXI. 

( Draupadi-harana Parva continued . ) 

f< Mkrkandeya said. — ‘Meanwhile the illustrious descendant 
of Raghu, along with his brother, hospitably treated by Su- 
griva, continued to dwell on the breast of the Mdlyavat hill, 
beholding every day the clear blue sky. And one night, while 
gazing from the mountain-top on the bright moon in the 
cloudless sky, surrounded by planets and stars and stellar 
bodies, that slayer of foes was suddenly awakened (to a 
remembrance of Sita) by the cold breezes fragrant with the 
perfumes of the lily, the lotus and other flowers of the same 
species. And the virtuous Rama, dejected in spirits at 
the thought of Sita’s captivity in the abode of the Rakshasa, 
addressed the heroic Lakshmana in the morniDg saying,— 
Go, Lakshmana, and seek in Kishkindhya that ungrateful 
king of the monkeys, who understands well his own inter- 
est and is even now indulging in dissipation, that foolish 
wretch of bis race whom I have installed on a throne and 
to whom all apes and monkeys and bears own allegiance, that 
fellow for whose sake, O mighty-armed perpetuator of Raghu’s 
race, Vili was slain by me with tby help in the woods df 
Kishkindhya ! I regard that worst of monkeys on earth to be 
highly ungrateful ; for, O Lakshmana, that wretch hath now 
forgotten me who am sunk in such distress. I think he is 
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unwilling to fulfil his pledge, disregarding, from dulnesg of 
understanding, one who hath done him such services! If 
thou findest him luke-warm and lolling in sensual joys, thou 
must then send him, by the path Vali hath been made to 
follow, to the common goal of all creatures ! If, on the other 
hand* thou seest that foremost of monkeys deligent in our 
cause, then, O descendant of Kakutstha, shouldst thou 
bring him hither with thee ! Be quick, and delay not !— • 
Thus addressed by his brother, Lakshmana ever attentive 
to the behests and welfare of his superiors, set out taking 
with him his handsome bow with string and arrows, And 
reaching the gates of Kishkindhya, he entered the city un- 
challenged. And knowing him to be angry, the monkey-king 
advanced to receive him. And with his wife, Sugriva the 
king of the monkeys, with a humble heart, joyfully received 
him with due honors. And the dauntless son of Sumitra 
then told him what Rama had said. And having heard every- 
thing in detail, O mighty monarch," Sugriva the king of the 
monkeys, with his wife and servants, joined his hands, and 
cheerfully said unto Lakshmana, that elephant among men* 
these words : — I am, O Lakshmana, neither wicked, nor ungrate- 
ful, nor destitute of virtue ! Hear as to the efforts I have made 
for finding out Sita’s place of captivity ! I have despatched 
diligent monkeys in all directions. All of them have stipulated 
to return within a month. They will, 0 hero, search the whole 
Earth with her forests and hills and seas, her villages and 
towns and cities and mines. Only five nights are wanting to 
complete that month, and then thou wilt, with Rama, hear 
tidings of great joy !— 

“ ‘Thus addressed by that intelligent king of the monkeys* 
the high-souled Lakshmana became appeased, and he, in his 
turn, worshipped Sugriva. And accompanied by Sugriva, he 
returned to Rama on the breast of the Malyavat hill. And 
approaching him, Lakshmana informed him of the beginning 
already made in respect of hi3 undertaking. And soon thous- 
ands of monkey-chiefs began to return, after having carefully 
searched the three quarters of the Earth, viz,, the North, the 
East* and the West. But they that had gone towards the 
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South did not make their appearance. And they that can 
babk represented to Rama, saying that although they h 
starched the whole Earth with her belt of* seas, yet th 
could not find either the princeBS of Videha or Rivana. B 
that descendant of Kakutstha’s race, afflicted at heart, ma 
fcged to live yet, resting his hopes (of hearing Sita's tiding 
on the great monkeys that had gone towards the South* 

* ‘“After the lapse of two months, several monkeys, seeki 
With haste the presence of Sugriva, addressed him, saying,- 

0 king, that foremost of monkeys, the son of Pavana , as al 
Angada, the son of Vali, and the other great monkeys who 
thou hadst despatched to search the southern region, ha 
come back and are pillaging that great and excellent orcha 
Called Madhuvana , which was always guarded by V&li ai 
which hath been well guarded by thee also after him ! — Hearii 
of this act of liberty on their part, Sugriva inferred the su 
cess of their mission, for it is only servants that have be< 
crowned with success that can act in this way. And th 
intelligent and foremost of monkeys communicated his su 
picions to Rama. And Rama also, from this, guessed th 
the princess of Mifchila had been seen. Then Hanuman ai 
the other monkeys, having refreshed themselves thus, can 
towards their king, who was then staying with R&ma ai 
Lakshmana. And, O Bharata, observing the gait of Han 
xn&n and the color of his face, Rama was confirmed in tl 
belief that Hanuman had really seen Sita. Then those su 
bessful monkeys with Hanum&n at their head, duly bow< 
unto Rfcma and Lakshmana and Sugriva. And Rama the 
taking up his bow and quiver, addressed those monkeys, sayin 
— ! Have ye been successful ? Will ye impart life unto me ? Wi 
ye once more enable me to reign in AyodhyS after having sla: 
my enemy in battle and rescued the daugher of Janaka ? Wi! 
- the princess of Videha unrescued, and the foe unslain in battl 

1 dare not live, robbed of wife and honor ! — Thus address* 
by Rima, the son of Pavana replied unto him, saying — I brie 
thee good news, O Rama ; for Janaka’s daughter hath bee 
seen by me. Having searched the southern region with all i 
hills, forests, and mines, for sometime, we became very wear 
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At length ire beheld a great cavern. And having beheld it, 
ire entered that cavern which extended over many YcpmnM* 
It wa& dark and deep and overgrown with trees and in* 
fested by worms. And having gone a great way through 
it, we came upon sun-shine and beheld a beautiful palace. 
It was, Q Baghava, the abode of the Dditya Maya, And 
there we beheld a female ascetic named Prabhdvati engage 
ed in ascetic austerities. And she gave us food and drink 
of various kinds. And having refreshed ourselves there* 
with and regained our strength, we proceeded along the 
way shown by her. At last we came out of the cavern 
and beheld the briny sea, and on its shores, the Sahya, the 
Malaya, and the great Dardura mountains. And ascend* 
ing the mountains of Malaya, we beheld before us the vast 
ocean,* And beholding it we felt sorely grieved in mind. And 
dejected in spirits and afflicted with pain and famishing with 
hunger, we despaired of returning with our lives. Cast- 
ing our eyes on the great ocean extending over many hundreds 
of Yojana a and abounding with whales and alligators and 
other aquatic animals, we became anxious and filled with 
grief. We then sat together, resolved to die there of starv- 
ation. And in course of conversation we happened to talk of 
the vulture Jatayu. Just then we saw a bird huge as a 
mountain, of frightful form, and inspiring terror into every 
heart, like a second son of Vinatd. + And coming upon us un* 
awarea for devouring us, he said, — Who are ye that are speaking 
thus of my brother Jatayu ? I am his elder brother, by name 
Sampiti, and am the king of birds. Once upon a time, we 
two, with the desire of outstripping each other, flew towards 
the sun. "My wings got burnt, but those of Jat&yu were neb 
That was the last time I saw my beloved brother Jat&yu the 
king of vultures ! My wings burnt, I. fell down upon the 
top of this great mountain, where I still am !-*-When he finish- 
ed speaking, we informed him of the death of his brother, 
in a few words, and also of this calamity that hath befallen 

* Abode of Varuna, in the original. 

t Qaruda, 
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thee ! And, O king, the powerful Sampati hearing this unpleas* 
ant news from us, was greatly afflicted and again enquired of 
us, saying,— Who is this Kama and why was Sita ravished and 
how was Jatiyu slain ? Ye foremost of monkeys* I wish to 
hear everything in detail ! — We then informed him of every* 
thing about this calamity of thine and of the reason also 
of our vow of starvation. That king of birds then urged 
us (to give up our vow) by these words of his : — Havana is, 
indeed, known to me. Lanka is his capital. 1 behold it on 
the other side of the eea in a valley of the Trikuta hills ! Sita 
must be there. I have little doubt of this ! — Hearing these 
words of his, we rose up quickly and began, O chastiser of 
foes, to take counsel of one another for crossing the ocean ! 
And when no one dared to cross it, I, having recourse to my 
father,* crossed the great ocean, which is a hundred Tojanas 
in width. And having slain the Rakshasi on the waters, 
I saw the chaste Sita within Havana's harem, observing fasts 
and ascetic austerities, eager to behold her lord, with matted 
locks on head, and body besmeared with filth, and lean, and 
melancholy, and helpless. Recognising her as Sita by these un* 
usual signs, and approaching that worshipful lady while alone, 
I said, — I am, O Sita, an emissary of Rama and a monkey 
begotten by Pavana /* Desirous of having a sight of thee, 
hither have I come travelling through the skies ! Protected by 
Sugriva, that monarch of all the monkeys, the royal brothers 
Rama and Lakshmana are in peace ! And Rama, O lady, with 
SumitrA’s son, hath enquired of thy welfare ! And Sugriva 
also, on account of his friendship (with Rama and Lakshmana), 
enquireth of thy welfare. Followed by all the monkeys, 
thy husband will soon be here. Confide in me, O adorable 
lady : I am a monkey and not a JRakshasa ! — Thus addressed 
by me, Sita seemed to meditate for a moment and then 
replied to me, saying, — From the words of Avindhya , I know 
that thou art Hanuman ! O mighty-armed one, Avindhya is 
on old and respected Rcikshasa ! He told me that Sugriva is 
surrounded by counsellors like thee. Thou mayst depart now I 


* Parana the god o! wind, 
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^And with these words she gave me this jewel as a credential. 
And, indeed, it was by means of this jewel that the fault- 
less Sita had been able to support her existence. And tEfr 
daughter of Janaka further told me, as a token from her, 
that by thee, O tiger among men, a blade of grass (inspired 
with Mantras and thus converted into a fatal weapon) had 
once been shot at a crow while ye were on the breast of the 
mighty hill known by the name of Chitralcuta ! All this 
she said as evidence of my having met her and hers being 
really the princess of Videha. I then caused myself to be 
seized by Havana's soldiers, and then set fire to the city of 
Lanka ! — 

“ ‘Hearing these words of his, Rama then duly worshipped 
that messenger of good tidings who had come back (after ail 
those adventures).' ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and eighty-first Section in 
the Draupadi-harana of the Vana Parva. 

Section COLXXXII. 

( Draupadi-harana Parva continued . ) 

u Markandeya said. — ‘It was to the breast of that very 
hill where Rama was seated with those foremost of monkeys 
that great monkey chiefs, at the command of Sugriva, be- 
gan to flock together. The father-in-law of Vali, the illus- 
trious Sushena, accompanied by a thousand crorcs of active 
apes, came to Rama. And those two foremost of monkeys, 
endued with mighty energy, viz ,. Gaya and Gavaya, each ac- 
companied by a hundred crores of monkeys, showed them- 
selves there. And, O king, Gavakshya also of terrible mien 
and endued with bovine tail, showed himself there, having 
collected sixty thousand crores of monkeys. And the re- 
nowned Gandham&dana, dwelling on the mountains of the 
Bame name, collected a hundred thousand crores of monkeys. 
And the intelligent and mighty monkey known by the name 
of Fanasa mustered together fifty-two crores of monkeys.* 


There is a difference of reading here. Some texts read fifty ^ 



And that foremost and most illustrious of monkeys named 19 
diumukha of mighty energy mustered a large army of monks; 
possessed of terrible prowess. And J&mvavia showed himac 
there with a hundred thousand crores of black bears of territ 
deeds and faces having the Tilaka mark.* And these as 
many other chiefs of monkey-chiefs, countless in number, ■ 
long, came there for aiding Rama’s cause. And endued wit 
bodies huge as mountain-peaks and roaring like lions, loo 
was the uproar that was heard there made '>y those monkey 
vanning restlessly from place to place. And some of thei 
looked like mountain-peaks, and some looked like buffalo 
And some were of the hue of autumnal clouds and the fboe 
of SOme were red as vermillion. And some rose high, and som 
fell down, and some cut capers, and some scattered tb 
dust, as they mustered together from various direction! 
And that monkey army, vast as the sea at full tide, enc&mpe* 
there at Sugriva’s bidding. And after those foremost e 
monkeys had mustered from every direction, the illustrious 
descendant of Raghu, with Sugriva by his side, set out in ai 
auspicious moment of a very fair day under a lucky constella- 
tion, accompanied by that host arrayed in order of battle, a: 
if for the purpose of destroying all the worlds. And Hanumat 
the son of the Wind-god was in the van of that host, while 
the rear was protected by the fearless son of Sumitra. And 
surrounded by the monkey-chiefs, those princes of Raghu’s 
bouse With fingers cased in iguana skin, shone, as they went, 
like the Sun and the Moon in the midst of the planets. 
And that monkey host armed with stones and ShtiUa and 
Tala trees, looked very much like a far-extending field of corn 
under the morning sun. And that mighty army, protected 
by Nala and Nila and Angada and Kratha and Mainda and 
Dwivida, marched forth for achieving the purpose of Raghttva*. 
And encamping successively, without interruption of any 
kind, on wide and healthy tracts and valleys abounding with 
fruits and roots and water and honey and meat, the monkey 
boat at last reached the shores of the briny sea. And tike unto 
a second ocean, that mighty army with its countless colors,. 


* A difference of reading is observable here.— -I 7 . 
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4avlng reaohed the shores of the sea, took up its abode there* 
Then the illustrious son of Dagaratha, addressing Sugfciva 
amongst aH those foremost monkeys, spoke unto him these 
words that were suited to the occasion This army is large. 
The ocean also is difficult to Cross. What contrivance, there* 
fore, commends itself to thee for crossing the ocean ? — At these 
words, many vain-glorious monkeys answered,— We are fulljr 
able to cross the sea, — -This answer, however, was not of much 
use, as all could not avail of that means. Some of the monkeys 
proposed to cross the sea in boats, and some in rafts of various 
kinds. Rama, however, conciliating them all, said, — This cannot 
be. The sea here is a full hundred Yojanas in width. Ajl the 
monkeys, ye heroes, will not be able to cross it. This proposal, 
therefore, that ye have made, is not consonant to reason. Besides, 
we have not the number of boats necessary for carrying all our 
troops. How, again, can one like us raise such obstacles in the 
way of the merchants ? Our army is very large. The foe will make 
a great havoc if a hole is detected. Therefore, to cross the sea 
in boats and rafts doth not recommend itslf to me. I will, how- 
ever, pray to the Ocean for the necessary means. Foregoing food, 
I will lie down on the shore. He will certainly show himself 
to me. If, however, he doth not show himself, I will chastise 
him then by means of my great weapons that are more bias- 
ing than fire itself and are incapable of being baffled I— Having 
said thefse words, both Kama and Lakshmana touched water* 
and duly laid themselves down on a bed of Kuga grass on the 
sea-shore. The divine and illustrious Ocean then, that lord 
of male and female rivers, surrounded by aequatic animals* 
appeared unto Rama in a vision. And addressing Rama in 
sweet accents, the genius of the Ocean, surrounded by count- 
less mines of gems, said, — 0 son of Kaugalya, tell me what 
aid, O bull among men, I am to render thee ! I also have sprung 
from the race of Ikshwakuf and am, therefore, a relative of 

* As a purificatory ceremony, called the Achdmana . To this day* 
no Hindu can perform any ceremony without going through the Achar 
mana in the first instance. — T. 

t Tradition represents the sons of king Sagara of the Ikshwtku not 
as the excavator of the ocean. Hence the ocean is called S&gar#. 
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thine !• — R&ma replied unto him, saying,-— O lord ot rive 
male and female, I desire thee to grant me a way for n 
troops, passing along which I may slay the Ten-neck 
(Rclfcsfeasa), that wretch of Pulastya's race ! If thou dost n 
grant the way I beg of thee, I will then dry thee up 1 
means of my celestial arrows inspired with mantras ! — Ai 
hearing these words of Rama, the genius of Varuna’s aboc 
joining his hands, answered in great affliction, — I do not desi 
to put any obstacle in thy way. I am no foe of thine ! Liste 
O Rama, to these words, and having listened, do what 
proper 1 If, at thy command, I grant a way for the passag 
of thy army, others then, from strength of their bows, wi 
command me to do the same ! In thy army there is a monke 
of the name of Nala, who is a skilful mechanic. And endue 
with great strength, Nala is the son of Tashtri, the divin 
artificer of the Universe. And whether it is wood, or grass 
or stone, that he will throw into my waters, I will suppor 
the same on my surface, and thus wilt thou have a bridgi 
(over which to pass) ! — And having said these words, the 
genius of the Ocean disappeared. And Rama awaking, called 
Nala unto him and said, — Build thou a bridge over the sea 1 
Thou alone, I am sure, art able to do it ! — And it was by 
this means that the descendant of Kakutstha’s race caused a 
bridge to be built that was ten Yojanas in width and a 
hundred Ycjanas in length. And to this day that bridge is 
celebrated over all the world by the name of Nala, 8 bridge. 
And having completed that bridge, Nala, of body huge as a 
hill, came away at the command of R&ma. 

“ ‘And while Rama was on this side of the ocean, the virtu- 
ous Vibhishana, the brother of the king of the Rakshasae, 
accompanied by four of his counsellors, came unto Rama. 
And the high-souled Rama received him with due welcome. 
Sugriva, however, feared, thinking he might be a spy. The 
son of Raghu, meanwhile, perfectly satisfied (with Vibhishana} 
in consequence of the sincerity of his exertions and the 

many indications of his good conduct, worshipped him with 
respect. And he also installed Vibhishana in the sovereignty 
of all the Rakshasas, and made him his own junior counsellor 
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mud a friend of Lakshmana’s. And it was under Yibhiriiana’# 
guidance, O king, that Rama with all hia troops crossed the. 
great ocean by means of that bridge in course of a month* 
And having crosssed the ocean and arrived at Lanka, Rama 
caused its extensive and numerous gardens to be devastated 
by his monkeys. And while Rama’s troops were there, two of 
Havana’s counsellors and officers, named Suka and Saransk 
who had come as spies, having assumed the shape of monkeys, 
were seized by Vibhishana. And when those wanderers of the 
night assumed their real Pdkshasa forms, Rama showed them 
his troops and dismissed them quietly. And having quartered 
his troops in those woods that skirted the city, Rama then 
sent the monkey Angada endued with great wisdom as his 
envoy to Havana.’ ° 

Thus ends the two hundred and eighty-second Section in 
the Draupadi-harana of the Yana Parva. 


Section CCLXXXIII. 

( Draupadi-harana Parva continued . ) 

“ Markandeya said. — ‘Having quartered his army in those 
groves abounding with food and water and with fruits anc 
roots, the descendant of Kakutstha began to watch over their 
with care. Havana, on the other hand, planted in his cit_ 
many engines constructed according to the rules of military 
science. And his city, naturally impregnable on account o L 
its strong ramparts and gate-ways, had its seven trenches, 
that were deep and full of water to the brim and tha 
abounded with fishes and sharks and alligators, made more 
impregnable still by means of pointed stakes of Khadirr 
wood. And thjgjftramparts, heaped with stones, were made 
impregnable by means of catapults. And the warriors (whe 
guarded the walls) were armed with earthen pots filled witt 
venomous v snakes, and with resinous powders of man. 
kinds. And they were also armed with clubs and fire- 
brands and arrows and lances and swords and battle-axes 
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And they had also Satag/mia* and stout maces st 
la wa*.')' And at all the gates of the city were pi 
movable and immovable encampments manned by 
numbers of infantry supported by countless elephant! 
horses. And Angada, having reached one of the gates e 
City, was mads known to the king of the Rcticahaw*. 
ha entered the town without suspicion or fear. And surr 
ed by countless crorea of R&kshaaas, tb*vt hero shone 
headty like the San himself in the midst of mass 
oHouih. And having approached the hero of Pulastya’s 
ito the midst of his counsellors, the eloquent Angada as 
the king and began to deliver llama’s message in these tv 
•—T hat descendant of Raghu, O king, who ruletb at B 
and whose renown hath spread over the whole world, s 
unto thee these wards suited to the occasion. Accept 
that message and act according to it [-^Provinces and to wi 
consequence of their connection with sinful kings ihca 
of controlling their souls, are themselves polluted 
destroyed. By the violent abduction of Sita, thou 
hast injured me I Thou, however, wilt become the cau 
death to many unoffending persons. Possessed of powei 
filled with pride, thou hast, before this, slain many 1 
living in the woods* and insulted the very gods. Thou 
slain also many great kings and many weeping women, 
those transgressions of thine, retribution is about to ove 
t bee ! I will slay thee with thy counsellors. Fight and 
thy courage O wanderer of the night, behold the pov 
my bow, although I am but a man ! Release Sifci 
daughter of Janaka \ If thou dost not release her, I 
make the Earth divested of all Rakshasas with my keen 

* Lit. an engine killing a hundred. Perhaps, some kind oi 
cannon. — T. * 

t Perhaps, brands or torches steeped in wax, intended to be t] 
la s burning state amongst the foe. Readers of Indian history 
how Lord Lake was repulsed from Bhurtpore by means of huge 
of cotton, steeped in oil, rolled from the ramparts of that towi 
burning state, towards the advancing English. — T. 

% Lit* Be a Purusha (male) t Manhood would not be appro 
In connection with a Rafohata. — T. 
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ier<l arrows !— Hearing these defiant words of the envoys Jong 
R&vana bore them ill, becoming senslesa with wrath, Aadthasre- 
upon four Rakshasas, skilled in reading every sign of their 
master, seized Angada Hke four hawks seizing a tiger. With 
those R&kshasas, however, holding him fast by his 
Angada leaped upwards and alighted ' on the palace terrace. 
And as he leaped up with great force, those wanderers of the 
night fell down upon the earth, and bruised by the violence of 
the fall, had their ribs broken. And from the golden terrace 
on which he had alighted, he took a downward leap. And 
overleaping the walls of Lanka, he alighted to where hia 
comrades were. And approaching the presence of the lord of 
Ko9ala and informing him of everything, the monkey Angada 
endued with great energy retired to refresh himself, dismissed 
with due respect by Rama. 

“ ‘The descendant of Raghu then caused the ramparts of 
Lanka to be broken down by a united attack of all those 
monkeys endued with the speed of the wind. Then Lakah- 
oaana, with Vibhisfcana and the king of the bears marching 
in the van, blew up the southern gate of the city that was 
ilmost impregnable. Rama then attacked Lanka with a 
mndred thousand crores of monkeys, all possessed of great* 
kill in battle, and endued with reddish complexions like those 
>f young camels, And those crores of greyish bears with long 
arms, and legs, and huge paws, and generally supporting them- 
elves on their broad haunches, were also urged on to support 
he attack. And in consequence of those monkeys leaping 
p and leaping down and leaping in transverse directions,* , 
he Sun himself, his bright disc completely shaded, became 
^visible for the dust they raised. And the citizens of LankS 
eheld the walls of their town assume all over a tawny hue, 
>vered by monkeys of complexions yellow as the ears of paddy, 
id grey as 80isha flowers, and red as the rising Sun, and 
hite as flax or hemp. And the Rakshasas, O king, with 
ieir wives and elders, were struck with wonder at that sight. 
•&d the monkey warriors began to pull down pillars made of 

* The prefix ni as opposed to ut means (as the teurdwan Pundits 
ye rightly rendered) « in a transverse directien, 
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precious at ones and the terraces and tops of palatial mansions* 
And breaking into fragments the propellers* of catapults and 
other engines, they began to cast them about in all directions. 
And (taking up the Sataghnia along with the discs, the clubs, 
and the stones, they threw them down into the city with great 
force and loud noise, And attacked thus by the monkeys, 
those Bikshasas that had been placed on the wall to guard 
them, fled precipitately by hundreds and thousands. 

M ‘Then hundreds and thousands of B&kshasas of terrible 
mien, and capable of assuming any form at will, came out at 
the command of the king. And pouring a perfect shower of 
arrows and driving the denizens of the forest, those warriors, 
displaying great prowess, adorned the ramparts. And Boon 
those wanderers of the night, looking like masses of flesh, and 
of terrible mien, forced the monkeys to leave the walls. And 
mangled by the enemy’s lances, numerous monkey-chiefs fell 
down from the ramparts, and crushed by the falling columns 
and gateways, numerous B&kshasas also fell down to rise no 
more. And the monkeys and the brave B&kshasas that com- 
menced to eat up the foe, struggled, seizing one another by the 
hair, and mangling and tearing one another with their nails 
and teeth. And the monkeys and the B&kshasas roared and 
yelled frightfully, and while many of both parties were slain 
and fell down to rise no more, neither side gave up the con- 
test And B&ma continued all the while to showery thick 
downpour of arrows like the very clouds. And the arrows 
be shot, enveloping Lanka, killed large numbers of B&kshasas. 
And the son of Sumitr& too, that mighty bowman incapable 
of being fatigued in battle, naming particular B&kshasas sta- 
tioned on the ramparts, slew them with his clothyard shafts. 
Amt then the monkey host, having achieved success, was 
withdrawn at the command of Rama, after it bad thus pulled 
down the fortifications of Lank& and made all objects within 
the city capable of being aimed at by the beseiging force.f* ” 


’* Lit horns, i. «. th* posts and pistons that propel the heavy stones. 
. t Protgov sAAnt is the withdrawal of a force from active operations, 
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r Thus ends the two hundred and eighty-third Section- 
the Draupadi-harana of the Yana Parra. 

Section CCLXXXIV. 

( Draupadi-harana Parva continued. ) s 

« Markandeya said.— ‘And while those troops (thus with 
drawn) were reposing themselves in their quarters, man 
little RSkehasas and Pigcichas owning Ravana as their leade 
penetrated amongst them. And among these were Parvanc 
Patana, Jambha, Khara, Krodha-vasa, Hari, Prarvji 
Aruja, Praghasa, and others. And as these wicked one 
were penetrating (the monkey host) in their invisible Formi 
Vibhishana, who had the knowledge thereof, broke the spei 
of their invisibility. And once seen, O king, by the powerfu 
and long-leaping monkeys, they were all slain and prostrate 
on the earth deprived of life. And unable to endure thh 
Havana marched out at the head of his troops. And sur 
rounded by his terrible army of Rakshasaa and PigSchos 
Havana who was conversant with the rules of warfare lik< 
a second Uganas, invested the monkey host, having dispose 
his troops in that array which is named after Uganas himseli 
And beholding Havana advancing with his army disposet 
in that array, Kama, following the mode recommended' fej 
Vrihaapati, disposed his troops in counter array for opposing 
.tha t wanderer of the night. And coming up quickly, BSvans 
began to fight with Rama. And Lakshmana singled out 
Indrajit, and Sugriva singled out Yirupakshya. And Nikhir- 
*ata fought with Tara, and Nala with Tunda, and Patttga 
with Panasa. And each warrior, advancing up to him #hdm 
he regarded as his match, began to fight with him on 'that 
field of battle, relying on the strength of his own arms. And 
'that encounter, so frightful to timid persons, soon became 
terrible and fierce* like that between the gods and the Asimu. 
in days of old. And Rivana covered Rama with a shower 


* Lit. horripiletinv.— T. 
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of darts And lances and swords, and Rama also afflicted Havana 
with his whetted arrows of iron furnished with the, sharpest 
points. And in the same way, Lakshmana smote the contend* 
Ing Indrajit with arrows capable of penetrating into the 
most vital parts, and Indrajit also smote Sumitr&’s son with 
an arrowy shower. And Vibhishana showered upon Prahasta, 
and Prahasta showered upon Vibhishana, without any regard 
for each other, a thick downpour of winged arrows furnished 
with the sharpest points. And thus between those mighty 
warriors there came about an encounter of celestial weapons 
of great force, at which the three worlds with their mobile and 
immobile creatures were sorely distressed/ ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and eighty-fourth Section in 
the Draupadi-harana of the Vana Parva. 


Section CCLXXXV. 

( Draupadi-harana Parva continued. ) 

“ Mtrkandeya said. — ‘Then Prahasta, suddenly advancing 
up to Vibhishana and uttering a loud yell, struck him with 
his mace. But though struck with that mace of terrible 
force, the mighty-armed Vibhishana of great wisdom, without 
wavering in the least, stood still as the mountains of Himavat. 
Then Vibhishana, taking up a huge and mighty javelin fur- 
nished with a hundred bells, inspired it with mantras and 
hurled it at the head of his adversary. And by the impetu- 
osity of that weapon rushing with the force of the thunder- 
holt, Prahasta’s head was severed off, and he thereupon looked 
like a mighty tree broken by the wind. And beholding that 
wanderor of the night, Prahasta, thus slain in battle, Dhum- 
raksba rushed with great impetuosity against the monkey- 
host. And beholding the soldiers of Dbumraksha, looking 
like, the clouds and endued with terrible mien, advancing up 
towards them, the monkey*chiefs suddenly broke and fled. 
And seeing those foremost of monkeys suddenly give way, that 
tiger among monkeys, Hanuman, the son of Pavana, began 
to advancer And beholding the son of Pavana staying still 
«« fhft field of battle, the retreating monkeys, 0 king, one 
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and all quickly rallied. Then mighty and great and fearful 
was the uproar that arose there in. consequence of the war* 
riors of E&ma and Havana rushing against each other. And 
in that battle which raged terribly, the field soon became miry 
with blood. And Dhumraksha afflicted the monkey-host with 
volleys of winged shafts. Then that vanquisher of foes, Hanu- 
m&n the son of Favana, quickly seized that advancing leader 
of the Rakshasas. And the encounter that took place be- 
tween that monkey and the Rakshasa hero, each desirous of 
defeating the other, was fierce and terrible, like that of Indra 
and Prahlada (in days of yore). And the Rikshasa struck the 
monkey with his maces and spiked clubs, while the monkey 
Btruck the Rakshasa with trunks of trees unshorn of their 
branches. Then Hanuman the son of Pavana slew in great 
wrath that Rakshasa along with his charioteer and horses 
and broke his chariot also into pieces. And beholding Dhu- 
mraksha, that foremost of Rakshasas, thus slain, the monkeys, 
abandoning all fear, rushed against the Rakshasa army with 
great valor. And slaughtered in large numbers by the 
victorious and powerful monkeys, the Rakshasas became di- 
spirited and fled in fear to Lanka. And the surviving wreck 
of the Rakshasa army, having reached the city, informed king 
Ravana of everything that had happened. And hearing from 
them that Prahasta, and that mighty archer Dhumraksha, h ad 
both, with their armies, been slain by the powerful monkeys 
Ravana drew a deep sigh, and springing up from his excellent 
seat, said, — The time is come for Kumbhakarna to act.— -And 
having said this, he awoke, by means of various loud-soun 
ing instruments, his brother Kumbhakarna from his deep 
prolonged slumbers. And having awaked him with 
efforts, the Rikshasa king, still afflicted with anxiety, addressed 
the mighty Kumbhakarna and said unto him when seated 
at his ease pn his bed, having perfectly recovered consciousness 
and self-possession, these words Thou, indeed, art happy, 
O Kumbhakarna, that canst enjoy profound and undisturbed 
repose, unconscious of the terrible calamity that hath, over* 
taken us ! Rama with his monkey-host hath crossed the 
Ocean by a bridge and, disregarding us all, is waging a 
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terrible war (against us). I have stealthily brought afrayTil* 
wife Sitl the daughter of Janaka, and it is to recover her 
4hat he hath come hither, after having made a bridge over 
the great Ocean. Our great kinsmen also, Prahasta and 
others, have already been slain by him. And, O scourge of 
tby enemies, there is not another person, save thee, that can 
slay Rima ! Therefore, O warrior, putting on thy armour, 
do thou set out this very day for the purpo&j of vanquishing 
Rima and his followers ! The two younger brothers of 
Dushana, viz., Vajravega and Pramathin, will join thee with 
their forces ! — And having said this unto the mighty Kumbha* 
karna, the Rakshasa king gave instructions to Yajravega and 
PramEthin as to what they should do. And accepting hia 
advice, those two warlike brothers of Dushana quickly march* 
ad out of the city, preceded by Kumbhakarna.’ ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and eighty-fifth Section in the 
Diaupadi-harana of the Yana Parva. 

Section CCLXXXVI. 

( Drawpadi-harana Parva continued . ) 

H Markandeya said. — ‘Then Kumbhakarna set out from fch 
city, accompanied by his followers. And soon he beheld th 
victorious monkey troops encamped before him. And passin 
them by with the object of seeking out Rama, he beheld tl 
son of Sumitrk standing at his post, bow in hand. Then tt 
monkey warriors, speedily advancing towards him, surround* 
him on nil sides. And then they commenced to strike him wit 
numberless large trees. And many amongst them fearless 
began to tear his body with their nails. And these monke 
began to fight with him in various ways approved by the lai 
of warfare. And they soon overwhelmed that chief of tl 
Ztikshasas with a shower of terrible weapons of various kin< 
And attacked by them thus, Kumbakarna only laughed 
them and began . to eat them up. And he devoured the 
foremost of monkeys known by the names of Chala, a 
Chandachala, and Vajravahu. And beholding that fear 

of the Rakshasa. other monkeys were frightened and i 
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up a loud wail of fear. And bearing the screams of tho® 
monkey- leaders, Sugriva boldly advanced towards Ktdnfcfe*# 
karna. And that high-souled king of the monkeys swiftlyt 
approaching the RAkshasa, violently st ruck him on the bead 
with the trunk of a Bala tree. And though the high-souled 
Sugriva always prompt in action broke that Sctla tree on thee 
head of Kumbhakarna, he failed to make any impression oft 
that Rakshasa. And then, as if roused from his torpor by that 
blow, Kumbhakarna stretching forth his arms seized Sugriva 
by main force. And beholding Sugriva dragged away by the 
RAkshasa, the heroic son of Sumitra, that delighter of hi* 
friends, rushed towards Kumbhakarna. And that slayer of 
hostile heroes, Lakshmana, advancing towards Kumbhakarna, 
discharged at him an impetuous and mighty arrow furnished 
with golden wings. And that arrow, cutting through his 
coat of mail and penetrating into his body, passed through 
it outright and struck into the earth, stained with the 
R&kshasa’s blood. Kumbhakarna then, having bis breast thus 
bored through, released the king of the monkeys. And taking 
up a huge mass of stone as his weapon, the mighty warrior 
Kumbhakarna then rushed towards the son of SumitrA, aiming 
it at him. And as the Rakshasa rushed towards him, Laksh- 
mana cut off his upraised arms by means of a couple of 
keen-edged shafts furnished with heads resembling r&noift* 
But as soon as the two arms of the Rakshasa were thus cut 
Off, double that number of arms soon appeared on his person* 
Sumitra ’s son, however, displaying his skill in weapons, soon, 
by means of similar arrows, cut off those arms also, each of 
which had seized a mass of stone. At this, that Rikshaia 
assumed a form enormously huge and furnished with numerous 
heads and legs and arms. Then the son of Sumitra rived, with 
a Brahma weapon, that warrior looking like an assemblage 
of hills. And rent by means of that celestial weapon, that 
eighty Rkkshasa fell on the field of battle like a huge tree with 
spreading branches suddenly consumed by heaven V thunder- 
bolt. And beholding Kumbhakarna endued with great activity 
apd resembling the great Asura Yritra himself, deprive&ftf 
life and prostrated on the field of battle, the R&ksbasa warriors. 



fled in fear. And beholding the Riksh&sa warriors running 
away from the field of battle, the younger brother of Dushana, 
rallying them, rushed in great wrath upon the son of Su* 
mitriL Sumitri’s son, however, with a loud roar, received 
with his winged shafts both those wrathful warriors, Vajra* 
vega and Pramithin, rushing towards him. The battle then, 
O son of Prithi, that took place between those two younger 
brothers of Dushana on the one hand L'd the intelligent 
Lakshmana on the other, was exceedingly furious and made 
the bristles of the spectators stand on end. And Lakshmana 
overwhelmed the two Rakshasas with a perfect shower of arrows, 
And those two R&kshasa heroes, on the other hand, both of 
them excited to fury, covered Lakshmana with an arrowy 
hail. And that terrible encounter between Yajravega and 
Pram&thin, and the mighty-armed Lakshmana lasted for a 
short while. And Hanuman the son of Pavana, taking up a 
mountain peak, rushed towards one of the brothers, and with 
that weapon took the life of the Rakshasa Yajravega. And 
that mighty monkey Nala also, with a large mass of rock, 
crushed Pramafcbin, that other younger brother of Dushana. 
The deadly struggle, however, between the soldiers of Rama 
and Havana, rushing against one another, instead of coming 
to an end even after this, raged on as before. And hundreds 
of R&kshasas were slain by the denizens of the forest, while 
many of the latter were slain by the former. The loss, how- 
ever, in killed, of the Rakshasas, was far greater than that of 
the monkeys.* *’ 

Thus ends the two hundred and eighty-sixth Section in 
the Draupadi-harana of the Yana Farva. 

Section CCLXXXVII. 

( Draupadi-harana Pdrva continued . ) 

“Mirkandeya said.— ‘Learning that Kumbhakarna had, 
with his followers, fallen in battle, as also that great warrior 
Prahasta, and Dhumrkksha too of mighty energy, Havana 
then addressed his heroic son Indrajit, saying,— 0 slayer of 
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foes, slay thou in battle Bima and Sugriva and filAnMAl! 
Hy good son, it was by thee that this biasing fame of 6 tt&M 
bad been acquired by vanquishing in battle that wields# af 
the thunder-bolt, the thousand-eyed Lord of Sachi ! Having 
the power of appearing and vanishing at thy will, slay tboOg 
O smiter of foes, my enemies, by means, O thou foremost Of 
all wiefders of weapons, of thy celestial arrows received an 
boons (from the gods) ! Kama and Lakshmana and Sugriva 
are incapable of enduring the bare touch of thy weapons. 
What shall I say, therefore, of their followers? The cessation * 
of hostilities which could not be brought about by either 
Prahasta or Kumbhakarna in battle, be it thine, O mighty- 
armed one, to bring about ! Slaying my enemies with all 
their army by means of thy keen-edged shafts, enhance my 
joy today, O son, as thou didst once before, by vanquishing 
Vdsava ! — Thus addressed by him, Indrsyit said. — So be it,— 
and encased in mail, he quickly ascended his chariot, and 
proceeded, O king, towards the held of battle. And then 
that bull amongst Rdkshasas, loudly announcing his own 
name, challenged Lakshmana endued with auspicious marks^ 
to a single combat. And Lakshmana, thus challenged, rushed 
towards that Rdkshasa , with his bow and arrows, and striking 
terror into his adversary’s heart by means of the happing of 
his bowstring on the leathern case of his left hand. And the 
encounter that took place between those warriors that defied 
each other’s prowess and each of whom was desirous of van- 
quishing the other, and both of whom were conversant with 
celestial weapons, was terrible in the extreme. But when 
the son of Havana found that he could not by his arrows gain 
any advantage over his adversary, that foremost of mighty 
warriors mustered all his energy. And Xndr^jit then began 
to hurl at Lakshmana with great force numberless javelins. 
The son of A Sumitra, however, cut them ; into fragments by 
means of his own keen-edged arrows. And those javelins^ 
thus cut into pieces by the keen-edged arrows of Laksh- 
mana, dropped down upon the ground. Then the hand- 
some Angada the son of Vali, taking up a large tree, rushed 
impetuously at Iudrajit and struck bim with it on tho head, 
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Undaunted at this, Indrajit of nighty energy sought to 
smite Angtda with a lance. Juat at that juncture, however, 
Laksbmana cut into pieces the lance taken up by Rlmoa’a 
son. The son of Tirana then took up a mace and struck ©if 
the left flank that foremost of monkeys, the heroic An giyfa , 
who was then staying close beside him. Angada the powerful 
son of Vili, little recking that stroke, hurled at Indrajit 
a mighty Sola stem. And hurled in wrath jj Angada for 
the destruction of Indrajit, that tree, 0 son of Ptithi, dea- 
txoyed Indrajit’s chariot along with his horses and charioteer. 
And thereupon jumping from his horseless and driverlesa 
car, the son of Havana disappeared from sight, 0 king, by 
aid ef his powers of illusion. And beholding that JRakshasu 
abundantly endued with powers of illusion, disappear so sudden* 
ly, Kama proceeded towards that spot and began to protect 
his troops with care. Indrajit, however, with arrows obtained as 
boons from the gods, began to pierce both B&ma and the mighty 
Lnkshmaua in every part of their bodies. Then the heroic 
Rataa and Lakshmaha both continued to contend with their 
arrows against Havana's son who had made himself invisible 
by his powers of illusion. But Indrajit continued to shower 
in wrath all over those lions among men his keen-edged shafts 
by hundreds and thousands, And seeking that invisible 
warrior who was ceaselessly showering his arrows, the monkeys 
penetrated into every part of the firmament, armed with huge 
masses of stone. Them as well as the brothers, however, 
the invisible Rahihasa began to afflict with his shafts. In* 
deed, the son of Havana, concealing himself by bis powers of 
illusion, furiously attacked the monkey host. And the heroic 
brothers Hama and Lakshmana, pierced all over with arrows, 
dropped down on the ground like the Sun and the Moon 
fallen down from the firmament,’ ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and eighty-seventh Section in 
the Draupadi-harana of the Yana Pam. 



Section CCLXXXYHL 

( Draupadi- harana Parva continued. } 

“ M&rkandeya said. — 'Beholding both, the brothers R$m* 
and Lakshmana prostrate on the ground, the son of Ri.vqm* 
tied them in a net- work of those arrows of hiB which he had' 
obtained as boons. And tied by Indrajib on the field of 
battle by means of that arrowy net, those heroic tigers 
among men resembled a couple of hawks immured in a cage. 
And beholding these heroes prostrate on the ground pierced 
with hundreds of arrows, Sugriva with all the monkeys, stood, 
surrounding them on all sides. And the king of the monkeys 
stood there, accompanied by Sushena and Mainda and Dwivida 
and Eumuda and Angada and Hanumin and Nila and Tara 
and Nala. And Yibhishana, having achieved success in another 
part of the field, soon arrived at that spot, and roused thpse 
heroes from insensibility, awaking them by means of the weapon 
called Prajnd.* Then Sugriva soon extracted the arrows from 
their bodies. And by means of that most efficacious medicine 
called Vitalya, f applied with celestial mantrae, those' 
human heroes regained their consciousness. And the arrows 
having been extracted from their bodies, those mighty warriors 
in a moment rose from their recumbent posture, their pains 
and fatigue thoroughly alleviated. And beholding Rama the 
descendant of Ikshwaku’s race, quite at his ease, Yibhishana, 
O son of Pritha, joining his hands, told him these words 
O chastiser of foes, at the command of the king of the 
Gnhygkas, a QuhyaJca hath come from the White mountain^ 

* This weapon could restore an insensible warrior to consciousness, 
as the Sanmobana weapon could deprive one of consciousness. — T. 

t FtfotyS — a medicinal plant of great efficacy in healing outs tad 
wounds. It is still cultivated in several parts of Bengal. A medical 
friend of the present writer tested the efficacy of the plant known, by 
that name and found it to he much superior to either gallic arid- or 
tannic acid in stopping blood. — T. 
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bringing with him this waters O great king, this water 
is a present to thee from Kuvera, — so that all creatures that 
are invisible, may, O chastiser of foes, become visible to thee ! 
This water laved over the eyes will make every invisible 
creature visible to thee, as also to any other person to whom 
thou mayst give it ! — Saying — So be it, — Rama took that 
sacred water, and sanctified his own eves* therewith. And 
the high-minded Lakshmana also did the same. And Sugriva 
and Jimbavan and Hanuman and Angada and Mainda and 
Dwivida and Nila and many other foremost of the monkeys 
laved their eyes with that water. And thereupon it exactly 
happened as Vibhisbana had said, for, O Yudhishthira, soon 
did the eyes of all these become capable of beholding things 
that could not be seen by the unassisted eye !*J* 

"‘Meanwhile, Indrajit, after the success he had won, went 
to his father. And having informed him of the feats he had 
achieved, he speedily returned to the field of battle and placed 
himself at the van of his army. The son of Sumitra then, 
under Vibhishana’s guidance, rushed towards that wrathful 
Bon of R&vana coming back, from desire of battle, to lead 
the attack. And Lakshmana, excited to fury and receiving a 
hint from VibhishanaJ and desiring to slay Indrajit who had 
mot completed his daily sacrifice, smote with his arrows that 
warrior burning to achieve success. And desirous of van- 


♦ Rctfar&ja is lit., the king of kings. That title, however, exclusive- 
ly belongs to Kuvera, the Regent of the North and friend of Siva and 
eider brother of R&vana. The Quhyaka* occupy, in Hindu mythology, a 
position next only to that of the gods, and superior to that of the Gan- 
dharvas who are the celestial choristers. The White mountain is another 
of Kaildga, the peak where Siva has his abode. — T. 
i Atindriy&ni— capable of grasping things that are ordinarily not 
objects of the senses. Ati-atitam as explained by Nilakantha. — T. 

% I have followed Nilakantha in interpreting Kritasanjnas to mean 
« receiving a hint or suggestion. ” It is well known that Indrajit, before 
lie came out for battle, used to perform a sacrifice called NikumbKiid* 
This made him incapable of defeat. This particular day, however, he had 
not been able to complete his sacrifice. Vibhishana knew this, and 
gave the necessary hint to Lakshmana, who availed of the information 
bv quickly despatching his heroic adversary. — T. 
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quishing -each other, the encounter that took ptaoe between 
them was exceedingly wonderful, like that (in days of yore) be* 
tween the lord of the celestials and Prahrada.* And Indrajifr 
pierced the son of Sumitra with arrows penetrating into hxa 
very vitals. And the son of Sumitra also pierced Rivana’ff 
son with arrows of fiery energy. And pierced with Laksh* 
mana’s arrows, the son of Havana became senseless with 
wrath* And he shot at Lakshmana eight shafts fierce a£ 
venomous snakes. Listen now, O Tudhishthira, as I tell thee 
how the heroic sen of Sumitra then took his adversary’s 
life by means of three winged arrows possessed of the energy 
and effulgence of fire ! With one of these, he severed from 
his body that arm of his enemy which had grasped the bow. 
With the second he caused that other arm which had held 
the arrows, to drop down on the ground. With the third 
that was bright and possessed of the keenest edge, he cut 
off his bead decked with a beautiful nose and bright with 
ear-rings. And shorn of arras and head, the trunk became 
fearful to behold. And having slain the foe thus, that fore- 
most of mighty men then slew with his arrows the charioteer 
of his adversary. And the horses then dragged away the 
empty chariot into the city. And Havana then beheld that car 
without his son on it. And hearing that his son had been slain, 
Rivana suffered his heart to be overpowered with grief. And 
under the influence of extreme grief and affliction, the king of 
the Hakshasas suddenly cherished the desire of killing the 
princess of Mithila. And seizing a sword, the wicked Rlkshasn 
hastily ran towards that lady staying within the AgoJccb 
wood longing to behold her lord. Then Avindhya, beholding 
that sinful purpose of the wicked wretch, appeased his fury* 
Listen, O Tudhishthira, to the reasons urged by Avindhya! 
The wise Raksbasa said, — Placed as thou art on the blfcziqg 
throne of an empire, it behoveth thee not to slay a woman! 
Besides, this woman is already slain, considering that i® % 
captive in thy power ! I think, she would not be slain if only* 
her body were destroyed. Slay thou her husband \ He being 

* A great Asura, the grand-father of Vali and father of Viroohana* 
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slain* she will be slain too ! Indeed, not even be of an hundred 
sacrifices (Indra) is thy equal in prowess! The geds with* 
Indra at their head, have repeatedly been affrightened by thee 
In battle !— With these and many other words of the same 
import, Avindhya succeeded in appeasing Ravans. And the 
latter did, indeed* listen to his counsellor’s speech. And that 
wanderer of the night then, resolved to give battle him* 
self, sheathed his sword, and issued orders for preparing hie 
chariot/ ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and eighty-eighth Section im 
the Draupadi-harana of the Yana Parva. 

Section CCLXXXIX. 

( Draupadi-harana Parva continued . ) 

“Mirkandeya said.-— ‘The Ten-necked (Havana), excited to* 
fury at the death of his beloved son, ascended his car decked 
with gold and gems. And surrounded by terrible Bakshasas 
with various kinds of weapons in their hands, Havana rushed 
towards Hama, fighting with numerous monkey-chiefs* And 
beholding him rushing in wrath towards the monkey army, 
ifainda and I^ila, and Nala and Angada, and Hanuman an<| 
J^mvavan, surrounded him with all their troops. And those 
foremost of monkeys and bears began to exerminate, with, 
trunks of trees, the soldiers of the Ten-necked (R|vana), . inj 
bis very sight. And beholding the enemy slaughtering bis 
trqops, the B^kshasa king, Havana, possessed pf great powers 
of Illusion, beg%n to put them forth. And forth from his body. 

to spring hundreds and thousands of Bakshasas armed 
with arrows and lances and double-edged swords in hand* 
however, with a celestial weapon, slew all those Rjksb* 
yft ftr Thi king of the Bakshasas then once more put fortl% 
bis powers of illusion. The Ten-faqed, producing from his. 
body numerous warriors resembling* O Bharat*, both Biraa* 
and Lakshmana, rushed towards the two brothers, And then, 
those Rikshassa# hostile to Rama and Lakshmana, and armed 
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that power of illusion put forth by the king of the Rakskasto, 
that descendant of Ikshwaku’s race, the son of Sumitri/ 
dressed Rama in these heroic words Slay those j R&kshabdtf 
those wretches with forms like thy own !— -And Bima, there- 
upon, slew those and other Rdkshasas of forms resembling 
his own. And at that time Matali, the charioteer of Indra; 
approached Bima on the field of battle, with a car efful- 
gent as the Sun and unto which were yoked horses of a 
tawny hue. And M&tali said, — O son of Kakutstha’s race* 
this excellent and victorious car, unto which have been yoked 
this pair of tawny horses, belongeth to the Lord of celestials ! 
It is on this excellent car, O tiger among men, that Indra hath 
Slain in battle hundreds of Daityas and Ddnavas ! Therefore! 
O tiger among men, do thou, riding on the car driven by me, 
quickly slay Bavana in battle ! Do not delay in achieving 
this ! — Thus addressed by him, the descendant of Baghu’s 
race, however, doubted the truthful words of Matali, think- 
ing,— This is another illusion produced by the Rdkshasas !— * 
Vibhishana then addressed him, saying, — This, O tiger among 
men, is no illusion of the wicked Bavana ! Ascend thou this 
chariot quickly, for this, O thou of great effulgence, belong* 
Cth to Indra !— The descendant of Kakutstha then cheerfully 
said unto Vibhishana, — So be it, — and riding on that car* 
rushed wrathfully upon Bavana. And when Bavana too 
rushed against his antagonist, a loud wail of woe waB set up "by 
the creatures of the Earth, while the celestials in heaven sent 
forth a leonine roar accompanied by beating of large drama* 
The encounter then that took place between the Ten-necked 
Rdkshasa and that prince of Baghu’s race, was fierce in the 
extreme. Indeed, that combat between them hath no parallel 
elsewhere. And the RcLkshasa hurled at Bama a terrible 
javelin looking like Indra’s thunder-bolt and resembling a SrEh- 

mana’s curse on the point of utterance.* BEma, however,* 

' - - — - 4 

* According to both Vy&sa and Vdlmiki, there is nothing so fierce, am 
a BrShmana's curse. The very thunder-bolt of Indra is weak compared 
to a Br&hmana’s curse. The reason is obvious. The thunder smites the 
individual at whom it may be aimed. The curse of the Bthhinana smites 
the whole race, whole generations, whole countries. — T % 
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quickly out into fragments that javelin by means of his sharp 
arrows* And beholding that most difficult feat, Ravana was 
struck with fear. But soon his wrath was excited and tha 
Ten-necked hero began to shower on Rima whetted arrows 
by thousands and tens of thousands and countless weapons 
of various kinds, such as rockets and javelins and maces and 
battle-axes and darts of various kinds and Sataghnis and 
pjhetted shaft** And beholding that terrible f'rm of illusion 
displayed by the Ten-necked Rdkshasa , the monkeys fled in 
fear in all directions. Then the descendant of Kakutstha, 
taking out of his quiver an excellent arrow furnished with 
handsome wings and golden feathers and a bright and beauti* 
ful head, inspired it into a Brahma weapon. And beholding 
that excellent arrow inspired by Rama with proper mantras 
into a Brahmd weapon, the celestials and the Gandharvas with 
Indra at their head, began to rejoice. And the gods and 
the Ddnavas and the Kinnaras were led by the display of 
that Brahma weapon to regard the life of their Rdkshasa foe 
as almost closed. Then Rama shot that terrible weapon of 
unrivalled energy, destined to compass R&vana’s death, and 
resembling the curse of a Brahmana on the point of utterance* 
And as soon, O Bharata, as that arrow was shot by Rama 
from his bow drawn to a circle, the Rdkshasa king with his 
chariot and charioteer and horses blazed up, surrounded on all 
sides by a terrific fire. And beholding Ravana slain by Rima 
of famous achievements, the celestials, with the Gandharvas 
and the Chdranas , rejoiced exceedingly. And deprived of 
universal dominion by the energy of the Brahma weapon, the 
five elements forsook the illustrious Ravana.* And consumed 
by the Brahma weapon, the physical ingredients of Ravana'a 


* Bhrangita s tarvalolcethu — lit., fallen away from all the worlds or 

regions. The meaning, however, is plain, viz., that B&vana was depriv- 
ed of his universal dominion. Pancha-bhutani — the five elements, viz., 
Barth, Water , Fire, Air , and Space. These left B&vana, i. e. took 
leave of him and separated from one another. What is called life, is, 
according to Hindu physiology, a combination of these five elemental 
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body, his flesh and blood, were all reduced to njothingnesfc,—* 
so that the ashes even could not be seen/ ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and eighty-ninth Section in 
the Draupadi-harana of the Vana Parva, 

Section CCLXL. 

( Draupadi-harana Paiva continued . ) 

* M&rk&ndeya said. — ‘Having slain Rkvana, that wretched 
king of the R&ksbasas and foe of the celestials, R&ma with 
his friends and Sumitr&’s son, rejoiced exceedingly. And after 
the Ten-necked (RSLkshaaa) had been slain, the celestials with 
the Rishis at their head, worshipped Hama of mighty arms, 
blessing him and uttering the word Jaya* repeatedly. And 
all the celestials and the Oandharvas and the denizens of the 
celestial regions gratified Rama of eyes like lotus-leaves, 
with hymns and flowery showers. And, having duly worship* 
p^d Rama, they all went away to those regions whence they 
had come. And, O thou of unfading glory, f the firmament 
at that time looked as if a great festival were being cele* 
brated. 

‘And having slain the Ten-necked Rakshasa, the lord 
Ri,ma of world-wide fame, that conqueror of hostile cities, 
bestowed Lanka on Vibhishana. Then that old and wise 
counsellor (of Rkvana) known by the name of Avindhya, 
with Siti walking before him but behind Vibhishana who 
was at the front, came out of the city. And with great 
humility, Avindhya said unto the illustrious descendant of 
Kakutstha, — 0 illustrious one, accept thou this goddess, Janaka’a 
daughter of excellent conduct ! — Hearing these words, the 
descendant of Ikshwaku's race of alighted from his excellent 
chariot and beheld Sita bathed in tears. And beholding that 
beautiful lady seated within her vehicle, afflicted with grief, 
besmeared with filth, with matted locks on head, and attired 


* It is a sacred word, standing as a symbolical representation of 
various scriptures and certain modes of worship. — T, 
t dchittyq—lit, the undeteriorating one,*— T t 
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in dirty robes, Rama, afraid of the loss of his honor, said untO' 
her, — Daughter of Videha, go whithersoever thou likest ! Thou 
art now free ! What should have been done by me, hath been 
done I O blessed lady, owning me for thy husband, it is not 
meet that thou shouldst grow old in the abode of the 
Rakshasa / It is for this that I have slain that wanderer of the 
night ! But how can one like us, acquainted with every truth 
of morality, embrace even for a moment a wunan that had 
fallen into others* hands t O princess of Mithila, whether 
thou art chaste or unchaste, I dare not enjoy thee, now that! 
thou art like sacrificial butter lapped by a dog ! — Hearing 
these cruel words, that adorable lady suddenly fell down in 
great affliction of heart, like a plantain tree severed from its 
roots. And the color that was suffusing her face in conse- 
quence of the joy she had felt, quickly disappeared, like 
watery particles on a mirror blown thereon by the breath of 
the mouth. And hearing those words of Rama, ail the monkeys 
also with Lakshmana became still as dead. Then the divine 
and pure-souled BrahmS, of four faces, that Creator of the Uni- 
verse himself sprung from a lotus, showed himself on his 
car to Raghu’s son. And Sakra and Agni and Vayu, and 
Yama and Varuna, and the illustrious Lord of the Yakekas , 
and the holy Rishis , and king Dagaratha also in a celestial 
and effulgent form and on a car drawn by swans, showed 
themselves. And then the firmament, crowded with celes- 
tials and Gandharvas, became as beautiful as the autumnal 
welkin spangled with stars. And rising up from the ground, 
the blessed and famous princess of Videha, in the midst of 
those present, spoke unto R&ma of wide chest, these words 
O prince, I impute no fault to thee, for^thou art well acquaint- 
ed with the behaviour that one should adopt towards both 
men and women. But hear thou these words of mine ! The 
ever-moving Air is always present within every creature ! 
If I have sinned, let him forsake my vital forces ! If I have 
sinned, Oh, then let Fire, and Water, and Space, and Earth, 
like Air (whom I have already invoked), also forsake my vital 
forces 1 And as, O hero, I have never, even in my dreams, 
cherished the image of any other person, so be thou my 
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ford as appointed by the gods ! — And after Sita had spoken, a 
eacred voice, resounding through the whole of that region, 
was heard in the skies, gladdening the hearts of the high- 

nouled monkeys. And the Wind-god was heard to say, 

O son of Raghu, what Sita hath said is true ! I am the god 
of Wind. The princess of Mithila is sinless ! Therefore, O 

king, be united with thy wife ! — And the god of Fire said, O 

son of Raghu, I dwell within the bodies of all creatures ! O 
descendant of Kakutstha, the princess of Mithila is not guilty 
of even the minutest fault !— And Yaruna then said, — O son 
of Raghu, the humours in every creature’s body derive their 
existence from me ! I tell thee, let the princess of Mithila 
be accepted by thee ! — And Brahma himself then said, — 
O descendant of Kakutstha, O son, in thee that art honest 
and pure and conversant with the duties of royal sages, thia 
conduct is not strange. Listen, however, to these words of 
mine ! Thou hast, O hero, slain this enemy of the gods, 
the Gandharvas, the Ndgas, the Yakshas, the Danavas, 
and the great Rishis ! It was through my grace that he had 
hitherto been unslayable of all creatures. And, indeed, it 
was for some reason that I had tolerated him for sometime ! 
The wretch, however, abducted Sita for his own destruction. 
And as regards Sita, I protected her through Nalakuvara’a 
curse. For that person had cursed Ravana of old, saying, that 
if he ever approached an unwilling woman, his head should 
certainly split into a hundred fragments. Let no suspicion, 
therefore, be thine ! O thou of great glory, accept thy wife ! 
Thou hast, indeed, achieved a mighty feat for the benefit 
of the gods, O thou that art of divine effulgence ! — And, 
last of all, Da$aratha said,— I have been gratified with thee, 
O child ! Blest be thou, I am thy father Dagaratha ! I 
command thee to take back thy wife, and rule thy kingdom, 

0 thou foremost of men ! — Rama then replied, — If thou art 
my father, I salute thee with reverence, O king of kings ! 

1 shall, indeed, return, at thy command, to the delightful 
city of Ayodhya !— ’ 

“ Markandeya continued. — ‘Thus addressed, his father, O 
bull of the Bharata race, gladly answered Rama, the corners 
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of whose eyes were of a reddish huO, saying,— Return fed 
Ayodhya and rule thou that kingdom ! Q thou of great glory, 
thy fourteen years (of exile) have been complete. — Thus ad- 
dressed by Dagaratha, Rama bowed to the gods, and saluted by 
his friends, he was united with his wife, like the Lord of the 
celestials with the daughter of Fuloman. And that chastiser of 
foes then gave a boon to Avindhya. And be also bestowed both 
riches and honors on the Rcikahasa woman named Trijatck 
And then Rrahmh with all the celestials having Indra at their 
headi, said unto Rama,— O thou that ownest Kaugalyi for thy 
mother, what boons after thy heart shall we grant thee ? — Rama, 
thereupon, prayed them to grant him firm adherence to virtue 
and invincibility in respect of all foes. And he also asked 
for the restoration to life of all those monkeys that had been 
slain by the RdJcshasas . And after Brahma had said, — So be 
it, — ►those monkeys, O king, restored to life, rose up from the 
field of battle. And Sita too, of great good fortune, granted 
unto Hanuman a boon, saying, — Let thy life, O son, last as 
long as (the fame of ) Rama's achievements ! And, O Hanu- 
man of yellow eyes, let celestial viands and drinks be ever 
available to thee through my grace ! — 

'Then the celestials with Indra at their head all disappear- 
ed in the very sight of those warriors of spotless achievements* 
And beholding Rama united with the daughter of J&naka, 
the charioteer of Sakra, highly pleased, addressed him in the 
midst of friends, and said these words, — 0 thou of prowess that 
can never be baffled, thou hast dispelled the sorrows of the 
celestials, the Gandharvas, the Yakshas, the Asuras, the 
TUfagas^ and human beings 1 As long, therefore, as the Barth 
will hold together, so long will all creatures with the celestials, 
the Asuras, the Gandharvaa, the YaJcshos , the Rakshaaas, 
and the Pannagas, speak of thee ! — And having said these 
words unto Rama, Matali worshipped that son of Raghu, and 
having obtained the leave of that foremost of all wielders 
of weapons, he went away on that same chariot of solar 
effulgence. And Rama also, with Sumitra’s son and Vibhi- 
shana, and accompanied by all the monkeys with Sugriva 
at their head, placing Sita in the van and having made 
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Arrangements for the protection of Lank*, recrossed the 
ocean by the same bridge. And he rode on that beauti- 
ful and sky-ranging chariot called the Pushpaka that was 
capable of going everywhere at the will of the rider. And 
that subduer of passions was surrounded by his principal 
counsellors in order of precedence. And arriving at that 
part of the sea-shore where he had formerly lain himself down, 
the virtuous king, with all the monkeys, pitched his tempor- 
ary abode. And the son of Raghu then, bringing the 
monkeys before him in due time, worshipped them all, and 
gratifying them with presents of jewels and gems, dismissed 
them one after another. And after all the monkey-chiefs, 
and the apes with bovine tails, and the bears, had gone away, 
Rama re-entered Kishkindhya with Sugriva. And accom- 
panied by both Vibhishana and Sugriva, R&ma re-entered 
Kishkindhy* riding on the Pushpaka car and showing the 
princess of Videha the woods along the way. And having arrived 
at Kishkindhya, Rama, that foremost of all smiters, installed 
the successful Angadaas prince-regent of the kingdom. And 
accompanied by the same friends as also by Sumitra’s son, 
Rama proceeded towards his city along the same path by which 
he had come. And having reached the city of Ayodhya, the 
king despatched HanumSLn thence as envoy to Bharata. And 
Hanuman, having ascertained Bharata’s intentions from exter- 
nal indications, gave him the good news (of Rama’s arrival). 
And after the son of Pavana had come back, Rama entered 
Nandigrama. And having entered that town, Rama beheld 
Bharata besmeared with filth and attired in rags and seated 
with his elder brother’s sandals placed before him. And 
being united, O bull of the Bharata race, with both Bharata 
and Satrughna, the mighty son of Raghu, along with 
Sumitra’s son, began to rejoice exceedingly. And Bharat* 
and Satrughna also, united with their eldest brother, anti 
beholding Sit&, both derived great pleasure. And Bharata 
then, after having worshipped his returned brother, made over 
to him, with great pleasure, the kingdom that bad been in 
his hahds as a sacred trust. And V&9ishtha and V&madeva then 
together installed that hero in the sovereignty (of AvodbvA) 
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at the eighth Muhurta* of the day under the asterfcrafe 
called Sravanct. And after his installation was over, Rim® 
gave leave to well-pleased Sugriva the king of the monkeys*, 
along with all his followers, and also to rejoicing Vibhishana 
of Pulasfeya’s race, to return to their respective abodes. And 
having worshipped them with various articles of enjoyment, 
and done everything that was suitable to the occasion, Rama 
dismissed those friends of his with a sorrow f 1 heart. And 
the son of Raghu then, having worshipped that Pushpaka 
chariot, joyfully gave it back unto Vaigravana. And then 
assisted by the celestial Rishi (Vagishtha), Rama performed 
on the banks of the Gomati ten Horse-sacrifices without 
obstruction of any kind and with treble presents^ unto Br&h- 
xnanas.’ ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and ninetieth Section in the 
Draupadi-harana of the Yana Parva. 


Section CCLXLI. 

( Draupadi-harana Parva continued . ) 

“ Markandeya said. — ‘It was thus, O mighty-armed one, 
that Rama of immeasurable energy had suffered of old sueh 
excessive calamity in consequence of his exile in the woods ! O 
tiger among men, do not grieve, for, O chastiser of foes, thou 
art a Kshatriya ! Thou too treadest in the path in which 
strength of arms is to be put forth, — the path that leadeth 
to tangible rewards.! Thou hast not even a particle of sin. 


♦ AbhijU is, lit. the eighth muhurta of the day, a muhurta being 
equal to an hour of 48 minutes, i . e. the thirtieth part of a whole day 
and night. The VaMnava asterism is, as explained by Nilakantha, the 
Bravana . — T. 

t Jaruthyb is explained by Arjuna Misra to mean, “ Presents to 
Rrahmanas three times as large as usual. ” Nilakantha has a learned 
note in course of which he suggests various meanings, although he 
supports Arjuna Misra’s interpretation in the main. — T. 

I Beepta-nimaye — is explained by Nilakantha to mean, Pratyaksha- 
fale , i e . something in which the fruits are visible. — T, 
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Even the celestials with Indra at their head, and the A auras, 
have to tread in the path that is trod by thee ! It was 
after such affliction that the wielder of the thunder-bolt, aided 
by the Maruta, slew Vritra, and the invincible Namuchi, 
and the Rakahasi of long tongue ! He that bath assistance, 
always secureth the accomplishment of all his purposes ! What 
is that which cannot be vanquished in battle by him that 
hath Dhananjaya for his brother ? This Bhima also, of terrible 
prowess, is the foremost of mighty persons. The heroic and 
youthful sons of Madravati, again, are mighty bowmen. With 
allies sueh as these, why dost thou despair, 0 chastiser of foes ? 
These are capable of vanquishing the army of the wielder him- 
self of the thunder-bolt with the Maruta in the midst. 
Having these mighty bowmen of celestial forms for thy allies, 
thou, O bull of the Bharata race, art sure to conquer in battle 
all thy foes ! Behold, this Krishna the daughter of Drupada, 
forcibly abducted by the wicked-minded Saindhava from pride 
of strength and energy, hath been brought back by these 
mighty warriors after achieving terrible feats ! Behold, king 
Jayadratha was vanquished and lay powerless before thee i 
The princess of Yideha was rescued with almost no allies by 
Kama, after the slaughter in battle of the Ten-necked Baksh- 
asa of terrible prowess ! Indeed, the allies of Bama (in that 
contest) were monkeys and black-faced bears, creatures that 
were not even human ! Think of all this, 0 king, in thy mind ! 
Therefore, O foremost of Kurus, grieve not for all (that hath 
occured), 0 bull of the Bharata race ! Illustrious persons 
like thee never indulge in sorrow, 0 smiter of foes 1’ ” 

Yaigampayana continued.—" It was thus that the king 
was comforted by Markandeya. And then that high-souled one, 
casting off his Borrows, once more spoke unto Markandeya. ” 
Thus ends the two hundred and ninety-first Section in 
the Draupadi-harana of the Yana Barva. 



SECTION CCLXLtl. 

( PaUvrata-mahaimya Parva, ) 

“ Yudhishthira said, — *0 mighty sage, I do not so much 
grieve for myself or these my brothers or the loss of my 
kingdom as I do for this daughter of Drupada. When we 
were afflicted at the game of dice by those wicked-souled ones, 
it was Krishni that delivered us, And she was forcibly 
carried off from the forest by Jayadratha. Hast thou ever 
seen or heard of any chaste and exalted lady that resembletb 
this daughter of Drupada V ” 

“ Markandeya said,— ‘Listen, O king, how the exalted merit 
of chaste ladies, 0 Tudhishthira, was completely obtained by 
a princess named S&vitri. There was a king among the Madras, 
who was virtuous and highly pious. And he always minis- 
tered unto the Brahmanas, and was high-souled and firm in 
promise. And he was of subdued senses and given to sacrifices, 
And he was the foremost of givers, and was able, and beloved 
by both citizens and the rural population. And the name 
of that lord of Earth was Agwapati. And he was intent on 
the welfare of all beings. And that forgiving (monarch) of truth- 
ful speech and subdued senses was without issue. And when 
he got old, he was stricken with grief as this. And with 
the object of raising offspring, he observed rigid vows and be- 
gan to live upon frugal fare, having recourse to the Brahma - 
eharya mode of life, and restraining his senses. And that 
best of kings, (daily) offering ten thousand oblations to the 
fire, recited mantras in honor of Scivitri* and ate temperately 
at the sixth hoar. And he passed eighteen years practising 
such vows. Then when the eighteen years were full, S3vitri 
was pleased (with him). And, O king, issuing with great 
delight, in embodied form, from the Agni-hotra fire, the 
goddess showed herself to the king. And intent on conferring 
boons, she spake these words unto the monarch, — I have 
been gratified, 0 king, with thy Brahmaokarya practices, 


* Also called Q&yatri, the wife of BrahmS,— T, 
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thy purity, tod self-restraint, and observance of vows, and 
all thy endeavours, and veneration ! Do thou, O mighty king, 
© Agwapati, ask for the boon that thou desirest ! Thou ought, 
however, by no means show any disregard for virtue.— Thereat 
Acwapati said, — It is with the desire of attaining virtue that 
I have been engaged in this task. O goddess, may many 
sons be born unto me worthy of my race ! If thou art pleased 
with me, O goddess, I ask for this boon. The twice-born ones 
have assured me that great merit lieth in having offspring ! 
-—Sdvitri replied,— 0 king, having already learnt this thy 
intention, I had spoken unto that lord, the Grand- sire, about 
thy sons. Through the favor granted by the Self-create, 
there shall speedily be born unto thee on earth a daughter of 
great energy. It behoveth thee not to make any reply. Well* 
pleased, I tell thee this at the command of the Grand-sire !— * 
“ M&rkandeya said. — ‘Having accepted Sdvitri’s words and 
said , — So be it ! — the king again gratified her and said, — May 
this happen soon !— On Sdvitri vanishing away, the monarch 
entered his own city. And that hero began to live in bis king- 
dom, ruling his subjects righteously. And when some time 
had elasped, that king, observant of vows, begat offspring 
On his eldest queen engaged in the practice of virtue. And 
then, O bull of the Bharata race, the embryo in the womb of 
the princess of Malava increased like the lord of stars in the 
heavens during the lighted fortnight. And when the time came, 
she brought forth a daughter furnished with lotus-like eyes. 
And that best of monarchs joyfully performed the usual cere- 
monies on her behalf. And as she had been bestowed with de- 
light by the goddess Sdvitri by virtue of the oblations offered 
in honor of that goddess, both her father, and the Br&hmanas 
named her S&vitri. And the king's daughter grew up like unto 
Sree herself in an embodied form. And in due time, that 
damsel attained her puberty. And beholding that graceful 
maiden of slender waist and ample hips, and resembling a 
golden image, people thought,— We have received a goddess.— 
And overpowered by her energy, none could wed that girl of 
eyes like lotus-leaves, and possessed of a burning splendour/ 
‘And it came to pass that once on the occasion of a 
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parva* having fasted and bathed her head, she presented 
herself before the (family) deity and caused the Br&hmanas 
to offer oblations with due rites to the sacrificial fire. And 
taking the flowers that had been offered to the god, that lady, 
beautiful as Sree herself, went to her high-souled sire. And 
having reverenced the feet of her father, and offering him the 
flowers she had brought, that maiden of exceeding grace, with 
joined hands, stood at the side of the king. Al 1 seeing his own 
daughter resembling a celestial damsel arrived at puberty, 
and unsought by people, the king became sad. And the 
king said, — Daughter, the time for bestowing thee is come ! 
Tet none asketb me. Do thou (therefore) thyself seek, for a 
husband equal to thee in qualities ! That person who may be 
desired by thee should be notified to me by thee. Do thou 
choose for thy husband as thou listest. I shall bestow thee 
with deliberation. Do thou, O auspicious one, listen to me as I 
tell thee the words which I heard recited by the twice-born 
ones. The father that doth not bestow his daughter cometh 
by disgrace. And the husband that knoweth not his wife in 
her season meeteth with disgrace. And the son that doth not 
protect his mother when her husband is dead, also suffereth 
disgrace. Hearing these words of mine, do thou engage thy- 
self in search of a husband. Do thou act in such a way that 
we may not be censured by the gods ! — * 

“ Markandeya said. — ‘Having said these words to his 
daughter and his old counsellors, he instructed the attend- 
ants to follow her, saying , — Go ! Thereat, bashfully bowing 
down unto her father’s feet, the meek maid went out without 
hesitation, in compliance with the words of her sire. And 
ascending a golden car, she went to the delightful asylumB of 
the royal sages, accompanied by her father’s aged counsellors. 
There, O son, worshipping the feet of the aged ones, she 
gradually began to room over all the woods. Thus the king’s 
daughter, distributing wealth in all sacred regions, ranged the 
various places belonging to the foremost of the fcwicq-borit 
ones/ ” 


* A holy day; a festival; generally, some auspicious lunar day,— T, 



TASA MBTX. Q&l 

Thus ends Hie two hundred and ninety-second Section in 
the Pafcivrati-mkhafcmya of the Yana Parva, 


Section OOLXLIII. 

( PativrdtS-mahatmya Parva continued . ) 

“Mirkandeya continued.— ‘On one occasion, O Bb&rata, 
when that king, the lord of the Madras, was seated witll 
N&rada in the midst of his court, engaged in conversation, 
Sivitri, accompanied by the king’s counsellors, came to her 
father’s abode after having visited various sacred regions and 
asylums. And beholding her father seated with N&rad&, 
she worshipped the feet of both by bending down her head* 
And NSrada then said, — Whither had this thy daughter 
gone ? And, O king, whence also doth she come ? Why 
also dost thou not bestow her on a husband, now that she h&tfr 
arrived at the age of puberty ? — A$wapati answered, saying, 
•—Surely, it was on this very business that she had been sent 
and she returneth now (from her search). Do thou, O celes- 
tial sage, listen, even from her, as to the husband she hath 
ohosen for herself l — * 

“ Markandeya continued. — Then that blessed maid, com- 
tfnafcded by her father with the words, — Relate everything 
in detail , — regarded those words of her sire as if they were 
those of a god* and spoke unto him thus, — There was, amongst 
the Silwas, a virtuous Kshatriya king known by the name 
of Dyumatsena. And it came to pass that in course of 
time he became blind. And that blind king possessed of 
wisdom had an only son. And it so happened that an old 
enemy dwelling in the vicinity, taking advantage of the 
king’s mishap, deprived him of his kingdom. And there- 
upon the monarch, accompanied by his wife bearing a child on f 
her breast, went into the woods. And having retired into the 
forest, he adopted great vows and began to practise* ascetic 
austerities. And his son, born in the city, began to grow wi- 
th© hermitage. That youth, fit to be my husband, I have, 
accepted in my heart for my lord ! — At these words of hers, 
Narada said,— Alas, 0 king, Savitri hath committed a^great 



wrong, since, not knowing, she hath accepted for her lord this 
Satyav&n of excellent qualities! His father speaketh the 
truth and his mother also is truthful in her speech. And it is 
for this that the Br&bmanas hare named the son Satyavan . 0 
In his childhood he took great delight in horses, and used to 
make horses of clay. And he used also to draw pictures of 
horses. And for this that youth is sometimes called by the 
name of Chitrapwa: The king then aske J, — And is prince 
Satyav&n, who is devoted to his father, endued with energy 
and intelligence and forgiveness and courage ?— N&rada re- 
plied, saying, — In energy Satyavan is like unto the Sun, and 
in wisdom like unto Vrihaspati ! And he is brave like unto 
the lord of the celestials, and forgiving like unto the Earth 
herself ! — A^wapati then said, — And is the prince Satyav&n 
liberal in gifts and devoted to the Br&hmanas ? Is he 
handsome and magnanimous and lovely to behold ? — N&rada 
said, — In bestowal of gifts according to his power, the mighty 
Bon of Dyumatsena is like unto Sankriti’s son Rantideva* 
In truthfulness of speech and devotion unto Brahmanas, he 
is like Civi the son of U^inara. And he is magnanimous 
like Yay&ti, and beautiful like the Moon. And in beauty 
of person he is like either of the twin Agwins. And with 
senses under control, he is meek, and brave, and truthful ! And 
with passions in subjection, he is devoted to his friends, and 
free from malice, and modest, and patient. Indeed, briefly 
speaking, they that are possessed of great ascetic merit and 
are of exalted Character say that he is always correct in his 
conduct and that honor is firmly seated on his brow. — Hearing 
this, A$wapati said, — O reverend sage, thou tellest me that 
he is possessed of every virtue ! Do thou now tell me his de- 
fects if, indeed, he hath any !— Naradathen said,— He hath one 
only defect that hath overwhelmed all his virtues ! That defect 
is incapable of being conquered by even the greatest efforts. 
^Ie hath only one defect, and no other. Within a year from 
this day, Satyavan, endued with a short life, will cast off his 

* The truthful.. — T. 

■fr One that draws pictures of horses.— T. » • f * 
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body I— Hearing these words of the sage, the king said,— 
Come, O Savitri, go thou and choose another for thy lord, O 
beautiful damsel ! That one great defect (in this youth) exist- 
eth, covering all his merits. The illustrious Narada honored 
by even the gods, sayeth, that Satyavan shall have to cast 
off his body within a year, his days being numbered ! — At 
these words of her father, Savitri said, — The die can fall 
but once ; a daughter can be given away but once ; and 
once only can a person say, I give away l These three 
things can each take place only once ! Indeed, with a life 
short or long, possessed of virtues or bereft of them, I have, 
for once, selected my husband. Twice I shall not selectu 
Having first settled a thing mentally, it is expressed in 
words, and then it is carried out into practice. Of this my 
mind is an example ! — Narada then said, — O best of men, 
the heart of thy daughter Savitri wavereth not ! It is not 
possible by any means to make her swerve from this path of 
virtue ! In no other person are those virtues that dwell in 
Satyavan. The bestowal of thy daughter, therefore, is ap- 
proved by me ! — The king said, — What thou hast said, O 
illustrious one, should never be disobeyed, for thy words are 
true ! And I shall act as thou hast said, since thou art my 
preceptor I— Narada said,— May the bestowal of thy daughter 
Savitri be attended with peace ! I shall now depart. Bless- 
ed be all of ye ! — * 

“Markandeya continued. — ‘Having said this, Narada rose up 
into the sky and went to heaven. On the other hand, the king 
began to make preparations for his daughter’s wedding !' ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and ninety-third Section in 
the Pativrata-mahatmya of the Yana Parva. 

Section CCLXLIV. 

( Pativratd-maJiatmya Parva continued. ) 

“ Markandeya said. — ‘Having pondered over these 
(of Narada) about his daughter’s marriage, the king oegap 
to make arrangments about the nuptials. And summoning 
all the old Brahmanas, and Ritwijas together with the 
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priests, be set oat with his daughter On an auspicious day. And 
arriving at the asylum of Dyuznatsena in the sacired forest, the 
king approached the royal sage on foot, accompanied by the 
twice-born ones. And there he beheld the blind monarch of great 
wisdom seated on a bed of Kv$a grass spread under a SSla 
tree. And after duly reverencing the royal sage, the king in an 
faumble speech introduced himself. Thereupon, offering him the 
Arghya, a seat, and a cow, the monarch asked his royal guest 
—Wherefore is this visit i — Thus addressed, the king disclosed 
everything about his intention and purpose #kh inference to 
Satyavkn. And A$wapati said,— O royal sage, this beautiful 
girl is my daughter named Savitri. O thou versed in morality, 
do thou, agreeably to the customs of our order, take her from 
me as thy daughter-in-law !— Hearing these words, Dyumat- 
Sena said, — Deprived of kingdom, and taking up our abode 
in the woods, we are engaged in the practice of virtue as 
ascetics with regulated lives. Unworthy of a forest life, how 
Will thy daughter, living in the sylvan asylum, bear this 
hardship ? — A<jwapati said, — When my daughter knoweth, as 
Well as myself, that happiness and misery come and go (with- 
out either being stationary), such words as these are not fit 
to be used towards one like me ! O king, I have come hither, 
having made up my mind ! I have bowed to thee from friend- 
ship : it behoveth thee not, therefore, to destroy my hope ! 
It behoveth thee not, also, to disregard me who, moved by 
love, have come to thee ! Thou art my equal and fit for an 
alliance with me, as, indeed, I am thy equal and fit for an 
alliance with thee ! Do thou, therefore, accept my daughter 
for thy daughter-in-law and the wife of the good Saftyavan ! 
—Hearing these words, Dyumatsena said,— Formerly I had 
desired an alliance with thee. But I hesitated, being sub- 
sequently deprived of my kingdom. Let this wish, therefore, 
.that I had formerly entertained, be accomplished this very 
'day. Thou art, indeed, a welcome guest to me ! — 

Then summoning all the twice-born ones residing in the 
hermitages of that forest, the two kings caused the union to 
take plaee with due rites. And having bestowed his daughter 
with suitable robes and ornaments, A$wapati went back to 
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hi* abode in great joy. And SatyavfLn, having obtained a 
wife possessed of every accomplishment, became highly glad# 
while she also rejoiced exceedingly upon having gained tha 
husband after her own heart. And when her father had 
departed, she put off all her ornaments, and clad herself in 
bark* and cloths dyed in red. And by her services and 
virtues, her tenderness and self-denial, and by her agreeable 
offices unto all, she pleased everybody. And she gratified 
her mother-in-law by attending to her person and by covering 
her with robes and ornaments. And she gratified her father 
in-law by worshipping him as a god and controlling her speech# 
And she pleased her husband by her honied speeches, her skill 
in every kind of work, the evenness of her temper, and by 
the indications of her love in private. And thus, O Bh&rata, 
living in the asylum of those pious dwellers of the forest, they 
continued for some time to practise ascetic austerities. But 
the words spoken by N&rafla were present night and day iq 
the mind of the sorrowful S&vitri,’ ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and ninety-fourth Section in 
the Pativrata-mah&tmya of the Yana Parva, 


Section CCLXLV. 

( Pativrata-mdhdtmya Parva continued. ) 

“ M&rkandeya said.— ‘At length, O king, after a long time 
had passed away, the hour that had been appointed for the 
death of Satyavan arrived. And as the words that had been 
spoken by Narada were ever present in the mind of S&vitri* 
she counted the days as they passed. And having ascer* 
tained that her husband would die on the fourth day follow* 
ing, the damsel fasted day and night, observing the Trirdtra 
vow. And bearing of her vow, the king became exceedingly 
sorry and rising up soothed Savitri and said these words,-** 
This vow that thou hast begun to observe, O daughter of a 
king, is exceedingly bard; for it is extremely difficult to 
fast for three nights together !— And hearing these words* 
Savitri said,— Thou needst not be sorry, O father! This, 
vow I shall be able to observe ! X have for certain under*. 
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taken this task with perseverance ; and perseverance is the 
cause of the successful observance of vows. — And having 
listened to her, Dyumatsena said,-— I can by no means say 
unto thee, Do thou break thy vow* One like me should, on the 
contrary, say , — Do thou complete thy vow !— And having 
said this to her," the high-minded Dyumatsena stopped. And 
Savitri continuing to fast, began to look (lean) like a wooden 
doll. And, O bull of the Bharata race, thinking that het 
husband would die on the morrow, the woe-stricken Savitri, 
observing a fast, spent that night in extreme anguish. And 
when the sun had risen about a couple of hands, Savitri 
thinking within herself To-day is that day , — finished her 
morning rites, and offered oblations to the flaming fire. And 
bowing down unto the aged Br&hmanas, and her father-in- 
law, and mother-in-law, she stood before them with joined 
hands, concentrating her senses. And for the welfare of 
S&vitri, all the ascetics dwelling in that hermitage, uttered 
the auspicious benediction that she should never suffer widow- 
hood. And Savitri immersed in contemplation accepted all 
those words of the ascetics, mentally saying , — So be it !—* 
And the king’s daughter, reflecting on those words of Narada, 
remained, expecting the hour and the moment. 

Then, O best of the Bharatas, well-pleased, her father-in- 
law and mother-in-law said these words unto the princess 
seated in a corner,— -Thou hast completed the , vow as pres- 
cribed. The time for thy meal hath now arrived ; therefore, 
do thou what is proper ! — Thereat Savitri said, — Now that 
I have completed the purposed vow, I will eat when the Sun 
goes down. Even this is my heart's resolve and this my 
vow ! — * 

“ Markandeya continued.— ‘And when Savitri had spoken 
thus about her meal, Satyavan, taking his axe upon his 
shoulders, set out for the woods. And at this, Savitri Baid 
unto her husband,— It behoveth thee not to go alone ! I 
will accompany thee. I cannot bear to be separated from 
thee !— Hearing these words of hers, Satyavan said,— Thou 
hast never before repaired to the forest. And, O lady, the 
forest paths are hard to pass ! Besides, thou hast been re- 
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I have in previous numbers thankfully acknowledged the contribute 
tions I have received from many of the distinguished chiefs and noble* 
men of India, amongst whom are the Maharajah of Mysore and Hia 
Highness the Nizam of Hyderabad. The results of my tour, I can 
unhesitatingly say, have not been altogether discouraging. Although I 
have not succeeded in collecting such a sum as may fairly ensure the 
completion of my self-imposed task, I have at least learnt that th$ 
cause of Sanskrit learning has still numerous friends in the country. 
"With regard to the Princes and Chieftains themselves of India, I have 
learnt that although many of them have little time to devote to the study 
of the glorious examples of chivalry and manhood, of wisdom and 
virtue, occurring in the pages of Valmiki and Vyasa, yet they are not 
altogether blind to the usefulness of making these examples more 
widely known through both the original medium and that of translation. 
I doubt not that if I could only explain to them all the bearings of my 
scheme, the support they have given me would have been five times 
more substantial. Unfortunately, easy accessibility is not one of the 
virtues of princes and rulers of men. I have often been obliged to leave 
the explanation of my scheme, so far as these exalted personages are 
concerned, to their secretaries and other officers having access to them. 
And although I have met with no refusal from these gentlemen to do 
their best towards drawing the attention of their masters to my project 
*ud the success that project has partially achieved, yet it is no disparge- 
ent to either the abilities or the sincerity of these kind friends 
to say that better and brighter results could be reaped with myself 
as interpreter of my own scheme. Not that I did not obtain interviews 
when I solicited them* but these were too formal and ceremonious 
to permit me to take up the limited time usually accorded to them* 
in exposing schemes of literary utility. 



Daring my tour through the states of the Native princes, I hr 
met also with many persons in exalted official situations round tin 
masters who have promised me support from their own purses. I regi 
that the extremely limited time at my disposal prevented me frc 
utilising these offers to any satisfactory extent. The business, howev< 
may now be left to trustworthy agents to bring it to a satisfacto 
conclusion. 

With all the help, however, that I have actually obtained, and ta 
ing into calculation the aid also that has been promised to me, I thii 
it is due to the public and the literary world to say that the sum necessai 
for completing the task I have undertaken cannot be made up withoi 
*fresh exertions in different fields. I have just received an offer fro 
a native gentleman of Madras who takes a lively interest m the a] 
cient literature of India, to make such an effort in a new directio 
The friends I have consulted have encouraged me to close with tha 
offer. That offer is nothing less than an engagement on the part of m 
correspondent to travel through Europe and America for interestin 
literary societies and patrons of literature in those continents in th 
cause of Sanskrit publication. If sufficient funds can be obtained, th 
usefulness of the Bhdrata Kdryalaya may certainly be enhanced b 
adopting a more comprehensive plan of publication. The future of th 
Kdryalaya is known to the Lord Hari alone, the common Maker c 
. Arya and Non- Arya, of Christian and non-Christian. Believing mysel 
to be only an humble instrument in His hands, I am resolved to leave n< 
-stone unturned for giving stability to the institution that has now bee: 
'known in almost every country, and for enhancing its usefulness. 
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dticed by fast on account of thy vow. How wouldst thou, 
therefore, be able to walk on foot ? — Thus addressed, Savitri 
said, — I do not feel languor because of the fast, nor do I 
feel exhaustion. And I have made up my mind to go. It 
behoveth thee not, therefore, to prevent me ! — At this, Satya- 
vfcn said, — If thou desirest to go, I will gratify that desire of 
thine. Do thou, however, take the permission of my parents, 
so that I may be guilty of no fault ! — * 

“ Markande}*a continued. — ‘Thus addressed by her lord, 
Savitri of high vows saluted her father-in-law and mother-in* 
law and addressed them, saying, — This my husband goeth to 
the forest for procuring fruits. Permitted by my reverend lady- 
mother and father-in-law, I will accompany him. For today 
I cannot bear to be separated from him. Thy son goeth out 
for the sake of the sacrificial fire and for his reverend superiors. 
He ought not, therefore, to be dissuaded. Indeed, he could 
be dissuaded if he went into the forest on any other errand. 
Do ye not prevent me ! I will go into the forest with him. 
It is a little less than a year that I have not gone out of the 
asylum. Indeed, I am extremely desirous of beholding the 
blossoming woods ! — Hearing these words, Dyumatsena said, 
—•Since Savitri hath been bestowed by her father as my 
daughter-in-law, ^1 do not remember that she hath ever 
spoken any words couching a request. Let my daughter-in- 
law, therefore, have her will in this matter. Do thou, how- 
ever, O daughter, act in such a way that Satyav&n’a work 
may not be neglected ! — * 

“Markandeya continued,— Having received the permission 
of both, the illustrious Savitri, departed with her lord, in 
seeming smiles although her heart was racked with grief. 
And that lady of large eyes went on, beholding picturesque 
and delightful woods inhabited by swarms of peacocks. And 
Satyavan sweetly said unto Savitri, — Behold these rivers of 
sacred currents and these excellent trees* decked with flowers ! 


* The word in the original ie Naga y lit. anything immovable, 
hence a hill or a tree. The Bard wan Pundits take it to mean a hill. 
The adjective puspildn however, would point the other way.— T. 
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—But the faultless Savitri continued to watch her lord in 
all his moods, and recollecting the words of the celestial sage, 
she considered her husband as already dead. And with heart 
cleft in twain, that damsel, replying to her lord, softly fol- 
lowed him expecting that hour.* **” 

Thus ends the two hundred and ninety-fifth Section in the 
Pativrata-mahatmya of the Yana Parva. 

Section CCLXLVI. 

( Pativratd-mdhatmya Parva continued . ) 

“ Markandeya said. — ‘The powerful Satyavan then, accom- 
panied by his wife, plucked fruits and filled his wallet with 
them. And he then began to fell branches of trees. And as 
he was hewing them, he began to perspire. And in conse- 
quence of that exercise his head began to ache. And afflict- 
ed with toil, he approached his beloved wife, and addressed 
her, saying,— O Savitri, owing to this hard exercise my head 
acheth, and all my limbs and my heart also are afflicted 
sorely ! O thou of restrained speech, I think myself unwell. 
I feel as if my head is being pierced with numerous darts. 
Therefore, O auspicious lady, I wish to sleep, for I have 
not the power to stand. Hearing these words, Savitri quickly 
advancing, approached her husband, and sat down upon the 
ground, placing his head upon her lap. And that helpless lady, 
thinking of N&rada’s words, began to calculate the (appointed) 
division of the day, the hour, and the moment. The next 
moment she saw a person clad in red attire, his head decked 
with a diadem. And his body was of large proportions and efful- 
gent as the sun. And he was of a darkish hue, had red eyes, 
carried a noose in his hand, and was dreadful to behold. And 
he was standing beside Satyav&n and was steadfastly gazing at 
him. And seeing him, Savitri gently placed her husband’s head 
on the ground, and rising suddenly, with a trembling heart, 

* The meaning is that S&vitri’s heart being divided into two parts, 
with one of these she held converse with her husband, and with tho 

other thought of the approaching hour of his death,— T, 
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spake these words in distressful accents, — Seeing this thy 
superhuman form, I take thee to be a deity. If thou will, 
tell me, O chief of the gods, who thou art and what also 
thou intendat to do ! — Thereat, Yama replied, — O Savitri, 
thou art ever devoted to thy husband, and thou art also 
endued with ascetic merit. It is for this reason that I hold 
converse with thee. Do thou, O auspicious one, know me 
for Yama. This thy lord Satyavan, the son of a king, hath 
his days run out. I shall, therefore, take him away binding 
him in this noose. Know this to be my errand !— At these 
words Savitri said, — I had heard that thy emissaries come to 
take away mortals, O worshipful one | Why then, O lord, hast 
thou come in person ? — * 

“ Markandeya continued. — ‘Thus addressed by her, the 
illustrious lord of the Pitris , with a view to oblige her, began 
to unfold to her truly all about his intentions. And Yama 
said, — This prince is endued with virtues and beauty of per- 
son, and is a sea of accomplishments. He deserveth not to 
beliome away by my emissaries. Therefore is it that I have 
come personally. — Saying this, Yama by main force pulled 
out of the body of Satyavan, a person of the measure of 
the thumb, bound in noose and completely under subjection. 
And when Satyavan’s life had thus been taken out, the body, 
deprived of breath, and shorn of lustre, and destitute of 
motion, became unsightly to behold. And binding Satya- 
vana’s vital essence,* Yama proceeded in a southerly direction. 
Thereupon, with heart overwhelmed in grief, the exalted 
Savitri, ever devoted to her lord and crowned with success in 
respect of her vows, began to follow Yama. And at this, 
Yama said,— Desist, O Savitri ! Go back, and perform the 
funeral obsequies of thy lord ! Thou art freed from all thy 
obligations to thy lord. Thou hast come as far as it is 
possible to come. — Savitri replied, — Whither my husband' 
is being carried, or whither he goefch of his own accord, I* 
wiil follow him thither. This is the eternal custom. 

* In the original Prdna, lit. life, or rather something in conse- 
quence of which life is sustained. 
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virtue of my aceticism, of my regard for my superiors, of my 
affection for my lord, of my observance of vows, as well as 
of thy favor, my course is unimpeded. It hath been declared by 
wise men endued with true knowledge that by walking only 
seven paces with another, one contracteth a friendship with^one’s 
companion.* Keeping that friendship (which I have contract- 
ed with thee) in view, I shall speak to thee something. Do 
thou listen to it. They that have not their souls under 
control, acquire no merit by leading the four successive modes 
of life, viz . — celebacy with study, domesticity, retirement 
into the woods, and renunciation of the world. That whieh 
is called religious merit is said to consist of true knowledge. 
The wise, therefore, have declared religious merit to be the 
foremost of all things, and not the passage through the four 
successive modes. By practising the duties of even one of 
these four modes agreeably to the directions of the wise, we 
have attained to true merit, and, therefore, we do not desire 
the second or the third mode, viz , celebacy with study or 
renunciation. It is for this again that the wise have declar- 
ed religious merit to be the foremost of all things !-f* — Hearing 


* The brevity of the original can scarcely be exhibited in translation. 
In the original the expression is, S&pt&padam maitram t i. e. friendship 
is seven-paced .. — . T. 

+ These two slokas are difficult to understand and are almost in the 
nature of enigmas. But for the aid I have derived from Nilakantha, I 
could never have understood the meaning. Andtmavanta means, as usual, 
persons not having their souls under control. By Dharmam in the 
first line is meant the duties of domesticity ; by Vdsam , dwelling in the 
preceptor’s abode in celebacy and study, i. e, the Brahmaeharya mode of 
life ; by Parigramam , or, as some texts read, Pratigrayas , renunciation 
of the world, i. e. Sannyasam. In the second line Dharmam means true 
religious merit, and Vijn&nam (the word, however, occurs in the fourth 
ease) is meant true knowledge. Tam mdrgam in the second line of the 
second sloha means “ that path. ” i, e. the path of true knowledge ; and 
dwitiyam and tritiyam in the last half of the last line, mean the second 
and the third of the modes of life as enumerated in the first half of 
the first line of the first sloka. It is needless to say for that Van* (id the 
locative case) I read Vanam (in the accusative), although if the locative 
is accepted, three, and not four, modes of lift would be spoken of> with* 
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these words of hers, Yama said, — Do thou desist ! I have 
been pleased with these words of thine couched in proper 
letters and accents, and based on reason. Do thou ask for a 
boon! Except the life of thy husband, O thou of faultless 
features, I will bestow on thee any boon that thou mayst solicit ! 
-—Hearing these words, Savitri said, — Deprived of his kingdom 
and bereft also of sight, my father-in-law leadeth a life of 
retirement in our sylvan asylum. Let that king through thy 
favor attain his eye-sight, and become strong like either fire or 
the Sun ! — Yama said, — O thou of faultless features, I grant 
thee this boon ! It will even be as thou hast said ! It seems 
that thou art fatigued with thy journey. Do thou desist, there- 
fore, and return ! Suffer not thyself to be weary any longer ! 
—Savitri said, — What weariness can I feel in the presence 
of my husband ? The lot that i3 my husband’s is certainly 
mine also. Whither thou carriest my husband, thither will I also 
repair ! O chief of the celestials, do thou again listen to me ! 
Even a single interview with the pious is highly desirable ; 
friendship with them is still more so. And intercourse with 
the virtuous can never be fruitless. Therefore, one should 
live iu the company of the righteous ! — Yama said, — These 
words that thou hast spoken, so fraught with useful instruc- 
tion, delight the heart and enhance the wisdom of even the 
learned. Therefore, O lady, solicit thou a second boon, except 
the life of Satyavan ! — Savitri said, — Sometime before, my wise 
and intelligent father-in-law was deprived of his kingdom. 
May that monarch regain his kingdom. And may that superior 
of mine never renounce his duties ! Eveu this is the second 
boon that I solicit ! — Then Yama said, — The king shall soon 


out the meaning being at all affected. Nilakantha very ingeniously 
points out the connection of this speech with S&vitri’s ewn position. 
What she says in effect to Yama is that as she has attained to the path 
of true knowledge by leading a life of domesticity, the king of the 
Pitru should not sever her from her husband and thus impede her in 
the acquisition of religious merit by pointing out to her some other 
modejpf life in the absence of her lord. It should be remarked that al- 
most ^ all the vernacular translators, the Burdwan Pundits included, have 
failed to understand the passage correctly.— T. 
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regain his kingdom* Nor shall he ever fall off from his duties* 
Thus, O daughter of a king, have I fulfilled thy desire* Do thou 
now desist ! Return ! Do not take any further trouble [~Savitri 
said,— Thou hast restrained all creatures by thy decrees, and 
it is by thy decrees that thou takest them away, not according 
to thy will. Therefore it is, O god, O divine one, that people 
call thee Tama !* Do thou listen to the words that I say ! 
The eternal duty of the good towards all creatures is never 
to injure them in thought, word, and deed, but to bear them 
love and give them their due. As regards this world, everything 
here is like this (husband of mine). Men are destitute of 
both devotion and skill. The good, however, show mercy 
to even their foes when these seek their protection.— Yama 
said, — As water to the thirsty soul, so are these words uttered 
by thee to me ! Therefore, do thou, O fair lady, if thou will* 
once again ask for any boon except Satyavan's life ! — At 
these words Savitri replied, — That lord of earth, my father* 
is without sons. That he may have an hundred sons begotten 
of his loins, so that his line may be perpetuated, is the third 
boon I would ask of thee ! — Yama said, — Thy sire, O auspi- 
cious lady, shall obtain an hundred illustrious sons, who will 
perpetuate and increase their father’s race ! Now, O daughter 
of a king, thou hast obtained thy wish. Do thou desist ! 
Thou hast come far enough. — Savitri said, — Staying by the 
side of my husband, I am not conscious of the length of the 
way I have walked. Indeed, my mind rusheth to yet a 
longer way off. Do thou again, as thou goest on, listen to 
the words that I will presently utter ! Thou art the powerful 
son of Yivaswat. It is for this that thou art called Fai- 
vaswat by the wise. And, O lord, since thou dealest out 
equal law unto all created things, thou hast been designated 
the lord of justice ! One reposeth not, even in one’s own- 
self, the confidence that one doth in the righteous. Therefore, 
every one wisheth particularly for intimacy with the righteous. 
It is goodness of heart alone that inspireth the confidence 
of all creatures. And it is for this that people reply parti* 


One that governs by ordinances or decrees,— T, 
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cularly on the righteous.— And hearing these words, Tama 
said, — The words that thou utterest, O fair lady, I have not 
heard from any one save thee ! I am highly pleased with 
this speech of thine. Except the life of SatyavAn, solicit 
thou, therefore, a fourth boon, and then go thy way ! — SAvitri 
then said, — Bora of me and of Satyavan’s loins, begotten by 
both of ns, let there be a century of sons possessed of strength 
and prowess and capable of perpetuating our race ! Even 
this is the fourth boon that I would beg of thee ! — Hearing 
these words of hers, Tama replied, — Thou ahalt, O lady, 
obtain a century of sons, possessed of strength and prowess, 
and causing thee great delight. O daughter of a king, let no 
more weariness be thine ! Do thou desist ! Thou hast al- 
ready come too far ! — Thus addressed, Savitri said, — They that 
are righteous always practise eternal morality ! And the 
communion of the pious with the pious is never fruitless ! 
Nor is there any danger to the pious from those that are pious. 
And verily it is the righteous who by their truth make the 
sun move in the heavens. And it is the righteous that support 
the earth by their austerities ! And, O king, it is the right- 
eous upon whom both the past and the future depend ! There- 
fore, they that are righteous are never cheerless in the com- 
pany of the righteous. Knowing this to be the eternal prac- 
tice of the good and righteous, they that are righteous continue 
to do good to others without expecting any benefit in return. 
A good office is never thrown away on the good and virtuous. 
Neither interest nor dignity suffereth any injury by such an 
aet. And since such conduct ever adheres to the righteous, 
the righteous often become the protectors of all ! — Hearing 
these words of hers, Yama replied, — The more thou utterest 
such speeches that are pregnant with great import, full of honi- 
ed phrases, instinct with morality, and agreeable to the mind, 
the more is the respect that I feel for thee ! O thou that art 
so devoted to thy lord, ask for some incomparable boon ! — Thus 
addressed, SAvitri said, — O bestower of honors, the booh thou 
hast already given me is incapable of accomplishment without 
union with my husband. Therefore, among other boon*, I 
ask for this, may this Satyavin bo restored to Ufe i Deprived 
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of my husband, I am as one dead ! Without my husbandf, 
I do not wish for happiness. Without my husband, I do not 
wish for heaven itself. Without my husband I do not wish 
for prosperity. Without my husband I cannot make up my 
mind to live ! Thou thyself hast bestowed on me the boon, 
namely, of a century of sons : yet thou takest away my 
husband ! I ask for this boon, — May Satyavin be restored to 
life, for by that thy words will be made true.. — * 

“ Mhrkandeya continued, — ‘Thereupon saying,— -So be it,—* 
Vivas wat’s son, Yama, the dispenser of justice, untied his 
noose, and with cheerful heart said these words to Savitri,— 
Thus, O auspicious and chaste lady, is thy husband freed by 
me ! Thou wilt be able to take him back free from disease. 
And he will attain to success ! And along with thee, he will 
attain a life of four hundred years. And celebrating sacri| 
fices with due rites, he will achieve great fame in this world* 
And upon thee Satyavan will also beget a century of sonsl 
And these Kshatriyas with their sons and grandsons wilt 
all be kings, and will always be famous in connection with 
thy name. And thy father also will beget an hundred sons 
on thy mother Malavi. And under the name of the Mdlavas , 
thy Kshatriya brothers, resembling the celestials, will be 
widely known along with their sons and daughters ! — And 
having bestowed these boons on S&vitri and having thus 
made her desist, the lord of the Pitris went to his own abode* 
And having obtained her lord, Savitri, after Yama had gone 
away, went back to the spot where her husband's ash-colored 
corpse lay. And seeing her lord on the ground, she approach- 
ed him, and taking hold of him, she placed his head on 
her lap and herself sat down on the ground. Then Satyavan 
regained his cosciousness, and affectionately eyeing Savitri 
again and again, like one come home after a sojourn in a 
strange land, he addressed her thus, — Alas, I have slept 
long 1 Wherefore didst thou not awake me ? And where is 
that same sable person that was dragging me away ? — At these 
words of his, S&vitri said, — Thou hast, O bull among men, 
slept long on my lapt That restrainer of creatures, the 
worshipful Yarns, bath gone sway. Thou art refreshed, 0 
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blessed one, and sleep hath forsaken thee, O son of a king ! 
If thou art able, rise thou up ! Behold, the night is deep!-—* 

“ Markandeya continued. — 'Having regained consciousness* 
Satyavin «rose up like one who had enjoyed a sweet sleep* 
and seeing every side covered with woods, said, — O girl of 
slender waist, I came with thee for procuring fruits. Then 
while I was cutting wood, I felt a pain in my head. And 
on account of that intense pain about my head I was un« 
able to stand for any length of time, and, therefore, I lay on 
thy lap and slept. All this, O auspicious lady, I remember* 
Then, as thou didst embrace me, sleep stole away my senses* 
I then saw that it was dark all around. In the midst of it I 
saw a person of exceeding effulgence. If thou knowest every- 
thing, do thou then, O girl of slender waist, tell me whether 
what I saw was only a dream or a reality! — Thereupon, 
Savitri addressed him, saying, — The night deepens: I shall 
O prince, relate everything unto thee on the morrow. Arise, 
arise, may good betide thee ! And, O thou of excellent vower, 
come and behold thy parents ! The sun hath set a long whila 
ago and the night deepens. These rangers of the night, having 
frightful voices, are walking about in glee. And sounds are 
heard, proceeding from the denizens of the forest treading 
through the woods, These terrible shrieks of jackals that 
are issuing from the south and the east make my heart 
tremble (in fear) ! — Satyavan then said, — Covered with deep 
darkness, the wilderness hath worn a dreadful aspect. Thou 
wilt, therefore, not be able to discern the track, and conse- 
quently wilt not be able to go ! — Then Sivitri replied, — In 
consequence of a conflagration having taken place in the 
forest today a withered tree standeth aflame, and the flames 
being stirred by the wind are discerned now and then. I 
shall fetch some fire and light these faggots around. Do 
thou dispel all anxiety. I will do all (this) if thou daresfc 
not go, for I find thee unwell. Nor wilt thou be able to 
discover the way through this forest enveloped in darkness* 
Tomorrow when the woods become visible, we will go hence* 
if thou please ! If, O sinless one, it is thy wish, we shall 
pass this night even here !— At these words of hers, Satyavin 
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replied, — The pain in my head is off; and I feel well in my 
limbs. With thy favour, I wish to behold my father and 
mother. Never before did I return to the hermitage after the 
proper time had passed away. Sven before it is twilight 
my mother confineth me within the asylum. Even when I 
come out during the day, my parents become anxious on my 
account, and my father searcheth for me, together with all 
the inhabitants of the sylvan asylum's. Before this, moved 
by deep grief, my father and mother had rebuked me many 
a time and often, saying, — Thou earnest having tarried long ! 
I am thinking of the pass they have today come to on my 
account ; for, surely, great grief will be theirs when they miss 
me. One night before this, the old couple, loving me dearly, 
wept from deep sorrow and said unto me, — Deprived of thee , O 
son , we cannot live for even a moment ! As long as thou 
livesty so long } surely , we also will live ! Thou art the 
crutch of these blind ones ; on thee doth perpetuity of our 
race depend! On thee also depend our funeral cake , our 
fame t and our descendants ! My mother is old, and my father 
also is so. I am purely their crutch. If they see me not 
in the night, what, oh, will be their plight ! I hate that 
slumber of mine for the sake of which my unoffending mother 
and my father have both been in trouble, and I myself also, 
placed as I am in such rending distress ! Without my father 
and mother, I cannot bear to live, It is certain that by this 
time my blind father, his mind disconsolate with grief, is 
asking every one of the inhabitants of the hermitage about 
me ! I do not, O fair girl, grieve so much for myself as I 
do for my sire, and for my weak mother ever obedient to her 
lord ! Surely, they will be afflicted with extreme anguish 
on account of me. I hold my life so long as they live. And 
I know that they should^e maintained by me and that I 
should do only what is agreeable to them ! — * 

, “ Markandeya continued,— 'Having said this, that virtuous 
youth who loved and revered his parents, afflicted with grief, 
held up his arms and began to lament in accents of woe. 
And seeing her lord overwhelmed with sorrow, the virtuous 
SSvitri wiped away the tears from his eyes and said, — If I 
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have observed austerities, and have given away in charity, 
and have performed sacrifice, may this night be for the good 
of my father-in-iaw, mother-in-law and husband f I do not 
remember having told a single falsehood, even in jest. Let 
my father-in-law and mother-in-law hold their lives by virtue 
of that truth ! — Satyavan said, — I long for the sight of my 
father and mother! Therefore, O Savitri, proceed without 
delay. O beautiful damsel, I swear by my own self that if 
I find any evil to have befallen my father and mother, I will 
not live. If thou hast any regard for virtue, if thou wishest 
me to live, if it is thy duty to do what is agreeable to me, 
proceed thou to the hermitage ! — The beautiful Savitri then 
rose, and tying up her hair, raised her husband in her arms. 
And Satyavan having risen, rubbed his limbs with his hands. 
And as he surveyed all around, his eyes fell upon his wallet. 
Then Savitri said unto him, — Tomorrow thou mayst gather 
fruits. And I shall carry thy axe for thy ease. — Then hanging 
up the wallet upon the bough of a tree, and taking up the axe, 
she reapproached her hushand. And that lady of beautiful 
thighs, placing her husband's left arm upon her left shoulder, 
and embracing him with her right arm, proceeded with 
elephantine gait. Then Satyavan said, — O timid one, by 
virtue of habit, the (forest) paths are known to me. And, 
further, by the light of the mooon between the trees, I can see 
them. We have now reached the same path that we took in the 
morning for gathering fruits. Do thou, O auspicious one, 
proceed by the way that we had come : thou needst not any 
longer feel dubious about our path. Near that tract over- 
grown with Palaga trees, the way diverges into two. Do 
thou proceed along the path that lies to the north of it. I am 
now well and have got back my strength, I long to see my 
father and mother ! — Saying this, Satyavan hastily proceeded 
towards the hermitage.' ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and ninety-sixth Section in 
the Pativrata-mahafcmya of the Vana Parva. 



Suction CCLXLVII. 

( Pativmta-mcihatmya Parva continued, ) 

“ Markandeya said, — ‘Meanwhile the mighty Duymatsena, 
having regained his sight, could see everything. And when 
his vision grew clear he saw everything around him , And , 
O ball of the Bharata race, proceeding with his wife Saivyh 
to all the (neighbouring) asylums in search of his son, he 
became extremely distressed on his account. And that night 
the old couple went about searching in asylums, and rivers, 
and woods, and floods. And whenever they heard any sound, 
they stood raising their heads, anxiously thinking that their 
son was coming, and said, — 0 yonder cometh Satyavin with 
Sivitri ! — And they rushed hither and thither like maniacs, 
their feet torn, cracked, wounded, and bleeding, pierced with 
thorns and Ruga blades. Then all the Brihmanas dwell* 
ing in that hermitage came unto them, and surrounding 
them on all sides, comforted them, and brought them back 
to their own asylum. And there Dyumatsena with his wife, 
surrounded by aged asceties, was entertained with stories of 
monarchs of former times. And although that old couple, 
desirous of seeing their son, was comforted, yet recollecting 
the youthful days of their son, they became exceedingly sorry. 
And afflicted with grief, they began to lament in piteous 
accents, saying, — Alas, O son, alas, O chaste daughter-in* 
law, where are ye? — Then a truthful Brihmana of the 
name of Suvarchas spake unto them, saying, — Considering 
the austerities, self-restraint, and behaviour of his wife 
Sivitri, there can be no doubt that Satyavin liveth ! — And 
Gantama said, — I have studied all the Vedas with their 
brandies, and I have acquired great ascetic merit. And I have 
led a celebate existence, practising also the Brahmacharya 
mode of life. I have gratified Agni and my superiors. With 
rapt soul I have also observed all the vows; and I have, 
according to the ordinance, frequently lived upon air alone. By 
virtue of this ascetic merit, I am cognisant of all the do- 
ings of others, Therefore, do thou take it for certain that 
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Satyavan liveth. — Thereupon his diciple said,— The words 
that have fallen from the lips of my preceptor can never be 
false. Therefore, Satyavan surely liveth. — And the RiafUs 
said,— Considering the auspicious marks that his wife S&vitri 
beareth and all of which indicate immunity from widowhood, 
there can be no doubt that Satyav&n liveth ! — And Varadw&ja 
said, — Having regard to the ascetic merit, self-restraint, and 
conduct of his wife S&vitri, there can be no doubt that Satya- 
v&n liveth. — And D&lbhya said, — Since thou hast regained 
thy sight, and since S&vitri hath gone away after completion of 
the vow, without taking any food, there can be no doubt that 
Satyav&n liveth. — And Apastamba said, — From the manner 
in which the voices of birds and wild animals are being heard 
through the stillness of the atmosphere on afl sides, and from 
the fact also of thy having regained the use of thy eyes* 
indicating thy usefulness for earthly purposes once more, 
there can be no doubt that Satyavan liveth. — And Dhaumya 
said, — As thy son is graced with every virtue, and as he is 
the beloved of all, and as he is possessed of marks betokening 
a long life, there can be no doubt that Satyavin liveth . — * 

41 Markandeya continued, — ‘Thus cheered by those ascetics 
of truthful speech, Dyumatsena pondering over those points, 
attained a little ease. A little while after, S&vitri with her 
husband Satyavan reached the hermitage during the night and 
entered it with a glad heart. The Brahmanas then said,— 
Beholding this meeting with thy son, and thy restoration to 
eye-sight, we all wish thee well, O lord of earth. Thy meet- 
ing with thy son, thy sight of thy daughter-in-law, and 
thy restoration to sight — constitute a threefold prosperity 
which thou hast gained. What we all have said must come 
to pass : there can be no doubt of this. Henceforth thou 
shalt rapidly grow in prosperity. — Then, O Prithi’s son, the 
twice-born ones lighted a fire and sat themselves down before 
king Dyumatsena. And Saivy&, and Satyav&n, and S&vitri 
who stood apart, their hearts free from grief, sat down with 
the permission of them all. Then, O P&rtha, seated with the 
monarch, those dwellers of the woods, actuated by curiousity, 
asked the king’s son, saying,— Wby didst thou not, 0 illus- 
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fcrious one, come back earlier with thy wife ? Why hast thoti 
come so late in the night? What obstacle prevented thee ? 
We do not know, O son of a king, why thou hast caused 
such alarm to us, and to thy father and mother. It behoveth 
thee to tell us all about this. — Thereupon, Satyavan said,— 
With the permission of my father, I went to the woods with 
Savitri. There, as I was hewing wood in the forest, I felt a 
pain in my head. And in consequence nf the pain, I fell 
into a deep sleep. This is all that I remember. I had never 
slept so long before. I have come so late at night, in order 
that ye might not grieve (on my account). There is no other 
reason for this. — Gautama then said, — Thou knowest not then 
the cause of thy father’s sudden restoration to sight. It„ 
therefore, behoveth Savitri to relate it. I wish to hear it 
(from thee), for surely thou art conversant with the mysteriea 
of good and evil. And, O SAvitri, I know thee to be like* 
the goddess Savitri* herself in splendour. Thou mush 
know the cause of this. Therefore, do thou relate it truly l 
If it should not be kept a secret, do thou unfold it unto 
us ! — At these words of Gautama, Savitri said, — It is as ye 
surmise. Your desire shall surely not be unfulfiled. I have no 
secret to keep. Listen to the truth then ! The high-souled 
Narada had predicted the death of my husband. Today was the 
appointed time. I could not, therefore, bear to be separated 
from my husband’s company. And after he had fallen asleep* 
Yama, accompanied by his messengers, presented himself before 
him, and tying him, began to take him away towards the 
region inhabited by the Pitris . Thereupon I began to praise 
that august god, with truthful words. And he granted me 
five boons, of which do ye hear from me ! For my father-in-law 
I have obtained these two boons, viz , — bis restoration to sight 
as also to his kingdom. My father also hath obtained an hundred 
eons. And I myself have obtained an hundred sons. And 
my husband Satyavan hath obtained a life of four hundred 
years. It was for the sake of my husband’s life that I had 
observed that vow. Thus have I narrated unto you in detail 


* The progenitrix of the Vedas. 
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the cause by which this mighty misfortune of mine was after* 
wards turned into happiness. — The Rishis said, — O chaste 
lady of excellent disposition, observant of vows and endued 
with virtue, and sprung from an illustrious line by thee hath 
the race of this foremost of kings, which was overwhelmed 
with calamities, and was sinking in an ocean of darkness, 
been rescued. — * 

“Markandeya continued,— ‘Then having applauded and 
reverenced that best of women, those Rishis there assembled 
bade farewell to that foremost of kings as well as to his son. 
And having saluted them thus, they speedily went, in peace 
with cheerful hearts, to their respective abodes.’ ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and ninety-seventh Section in 
the Pativrata-mahatmya of the Yana Parva. 

Section COLXLYIII. 

( Pativratd-mdhdtmya Parva continued . ) 

“Markandeya continued, — ‘When the night had passed 
away, and the solar orb had risen, those ascetics, having per- 
formed their morning rites, assembled together. And although 
those mighty sages again and again spake unto Dyumatsena 
of the high fortune of Savitri, yet they we re never satisfied. 
And it so happened, O king, that there came to that her- 
mitage a large body of people from Salwa. And they brought 
tidings of the enemy of Dyumatsena having been slain by 
his own minister. And they related unto him all that had 
happened, viz, how having heard that the usurper had 
been slain with all his friends and allies by his minister, 
his troops had all fled, and how all the subjects had become 
unanimous (in behalf of their legetimate king), saying,— 
Whether possessed of sight or not, even he shall be our king ! 
—And they said, — We have been sent to thee in conse- 
quence of that resolve. These cars of thine, and this army 
also consisting of four kinds of forces, have arrived for thee ! 
Good betide thee, O king ! Do thou come ! Thou hast been 
proclaimed in the city. Do thou for ever occupy the station 
belonging to thy father and grand-father !— And beholding 
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the king possessed of sight and able-bodied, they bowed down 
their heads, their eyes expanded with wonder. Then having 
worshipped those old Brahmanas dwelling in the hermitage 
and honored by them in return, the king set out for bis city. 
And surrounded by the soldiers, Saivyi also, accompanied 
by Savitri, went in a vehicle furnished with shining sheets 
and borne on the shoulders of men. Then the priests with 
joyful hearts installed Dyumatsena on the throne with his 
high-souied son as prince-regent. And after the lapse of a 
long time, Sivitri gave birth to a century of sons, all warlike 
and unretreating from battle, and enhancing the fame of 
S&lwa’s race. And she also had a century of highly powerful 
uterine brothers borne unto A9wapati, the lord of the Madras, 
by Malavi. Thus, O son of Prithk, did Savitri raise from 
a pitiable plight to high fortune, herself, and her father and 
mother, her father-in-law and mother-in-law, as also the race 
of her husband. And like that gentle lady Savitri, the aus- 
picious daughter of Drupada, endued with excellent character, 
will rescue you all !* ” 

Va^ampayana said. — “ Thus exhorted by that high-souled 
sage, the son of Pandu, O king, with his mind free from 
anxiety, continued to live in the forest of Kamyaka. The 
man that listeneth with reverence to the excellent story of 
Savitri, attaineth to happiness, and success in everything, 
and never meeteth with misery ! ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and ninety-eighth Section in 
the Pativrat&-m&h&tmya of the Yana Parva. 


Section CCLXLIX. 

( KundaWiarana Parva . ) 

Janamejaya said. — “What, O Br&bmana, was that great 
fear entertained by Yudhisbthira in respect of Kama, for 
which Loma9a had conveyed to the son of Pandu a message 
of deep import from Indra in these words , — That intense 
feat of thine which thou dost never express to any one, I 
will remove after Dhananjaya goeth from hence ! And, O 
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best of ascetics, why was it that the virtuous Y udbisrhthin* 
never expressed it to any one ? ” 

Yaigampiyana s«id,-«“ Aw thou asiesfr mey O tiger among 
kings, I will relate that history onto thee ! Do thdu listen tA 
niy words, O best of the Bharatas ! After tweite years (of 
their exile) had passed away and the thirteenth year had sit 
i4, Sakra, ever friendly to the sob# Of Pandu,- resolved to hfeg 
of Kama (his ear-rings). And, O mighty monarch, a£cerft&i^ 
in g thin intention of the great chief of the celestials about 
(Kama's) ear-rings, Surya; having effulgence for his wealth, 
went unto Kama. And, O foremost of kings, while that herd 
devoted to the Br&hmausfs and truthful in speech was lying 
down at night at his ease on a rich bed overlaid with a costly 
Sheet, the effulgent deity, filled With kindness and affefctiorf 
for his son, showed himself, O Bharata, uhto him in hie 
dreams. And assuming from asoetiO power the form 1 of a hand- 
some Br&hmana versed in the Vedtfs, Surya sweetly said 
uHtO Kama, these words for his benefit. — € Q sou, do thou, O 
Kama, listen to these Words of mine, 0 thou foremost of 
truthful persons ! O mighty-armed One, 1 fell thee today 
frkmi firffection, what is for thy great good ! With the Object# 
O Kama, Of obtaining thy ear-rings, Sakra, moved by the 
detfm of benefiting the sons of PSndU, will eorAe unto thee, 
disguised' as a Brihraand ! He, as well as all the world, 
kubwetb thy character, vis., that when solicited by pioutf 
people, thou givest away but never takest in gift ! Thou, 

O’ sen, givest unto BrShmanas wealth or any other thing that? 
is asked of thee and never refusest anything to anybody# 
Knowing tbee to be such, the subduer himself of Pika will 
come to beg of thee thy ear-rings and coat of mail. When he 
beggeih the ear-rings of thee, it behoveth thee not* to give 
them 4 away, but to gratify him with sweet speeches to the best 
of thy power. Even thiritf for thy supreme good ! While 
asking thee- for the ear-rings, thou shalt, with vakiot» r reasonw, 
repeatedly' refuse Furandara who is desirous of obtaining 
tKera^ offering him, instead, various other kinds Of wealth, smeh 
as gems and womenand kine, and citing various precedents.* 


v* In thVorlgmal, ntdarfemo.— *T, 
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If thou, O Kama, givest away thy beautiful ear-ringa 
bom with thee, thy life being shortened, thou wilt meet 
with death ! Arrayed in thy mail and ear-rings, thou wilt, 
O bestower of honors, be incapable of being slain by foes in 
battle ! Do thou lay to heart these words of mine ! Both 
these jewelled ornaments have sprung from Amrita. There* 
fore, they should be preserved by thee, if thy life is at all 
dear to thee/ ” 

“ Hearing these words, Kama said, — ‘Who art thou that 
tellest me so, showing me such kindness ? If it pleaseth 
thee, tell me, O illustrious one, who thou art in the guise 
of a Brahmana !’ — The Brahmana thereupon said,— c O son, I 
am he of a thousand rays ! Out of affection, I point out to 
thee the path ! Act thou according to my words, as it is for 
thy great good to do so l* Kama replied,— ‘Surely, this itself 
is highly fortunate for me that the god himself of splendour 
addresses me today, seeking my welfare. Listen, however, 
to these words of mine ! May it please thee, O bestower of 
boons, it is only from affection that I tell thee this ! If I am 
dear to thee, I should not be dissuaded from the observance 
of toy vow! O thou that art possest of the wealth of 
effulgence, the whole world knoweth this to be my vow that, 
of a verity, I am prepared to give away life itself unto 
superior Brahmanas ! If, O best of all rangers of the Bky f 
Sakra cometh to me, disguised as a Brahmana, to beg for 
the benefit of the sons of Pandu, I will, O chief of the celes« 
tials, give him the ear-rings and the excellent mail, so that 
my fame which hath spread over the three worlds may not 
suffer any diminution ! For persons like us, it is not fit to 
save life by a blameworthy act. On the contrary, it is even 
proper for us to meet death with the approbation of the 
world and under circumstances bringing fame. Therefore! 
will I bestow upon Indra the ear-rings with my ooat of mail f 
If the slayer himself of Vala and Yritra cometh to ask for 
the ear-rings for the benefit of the sons of Pandu, that will 
conduce to my fame, leading at the same time to his infamy ! 
O thou possessed of splendour, I wish for fame in this world, 
even if it is to be purchased with life itself; for they that 
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feave fame enjoy the celestial regions, while they that arer 
destitute of it are lost. Fame keepeth people alive in this* 
world even like a mother, while infamy killeth men everif 
though they may move about with bodies undestroyed. O lord 
of the worlds, O thou possessed of the wealth of effulgence, 
that fame is the life of men is evidenced by this ancient doha 
sung by the Creator himself, — In the next world it is fame 
that is the chief support of a person , while in this world pure 
fame lengthens life . Therefore, by giving away my ear-rings 
and mail with both of which I was born, I will win eternal 
fame ! And by duly giving away to Brahmanas according 
to the ordinance, by offering up my body (as a gift to the 
gods) in the sacrifice of war,* by achieving feats difficult 
of performance, and by conquering my foes in fight, I will 
acquire nothing but renown. And by dispelling on the field of 
battle the fears of the affrighted that may beg for their lives, 
and relieving old men and boys and Brahmanas from terror 
and anxiety, I will win excellent fame and the highest 
heaven. My fame is to be protected with the sacrifice of 
even my life. Even this, know thou, is my vow ! By giving 
away such a valuable gift to Maghavan disguised as a Brah- 
mana, I will, O god, acquire in this world the most exalted 
state.’ ” 

Thus ends the two hundred and ninety-ninth Section in 
the Kundalaharana of the Vana Parva. : 


Section CCC. 

( Kundalaharana Parva continued . ) 

f ‘Surya said, — ‘Never do, 0 Kama, anything that is harm-' 
ful to thyself and thy friends, thy sons, thy wives, thy father; 
and thy mother ! O thou best of those that bear life, people 
desire renown (in this world) and lasting fame in hea"ven, 
without wishing to sacrifice their bodies. But as thou desirest 

* War or rather battle is frequently spoken of as a yajna or s&crr-’ 
fiee, directly leading to heaven, so far of course as they are concerned 
that fall in fight with heroism,— T, 
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undying at t^e expense pf thy life, she wilt withonr 
doubt, snatch a^ray tby life ! O bull among men, in thin 
¥orld, the father, the mother, the pro, and other relative* a** 
qf use only to him that is alive. O tiger among man, a* 
regards hinge, it is only when they are alive that prowess 
can be of any use to them* Do thou understand this ! Q 
thou of exceeding splendour, fame is for the good of these 
only that are ahye 1 Of what u*e is fame to the dead* 
whose bodies have been reduced to ashes ? One that is dead 
cannot epjoy renown. It is only when one is alive that Pag 
can enjoy it. The fame of one that is dead is like a garland 
of flowers around the neck of a corpse. As thou reveres! 
me, I tell thee this for thy benefit, because thou art a 
worshipper of mine ! They that worship me are always grp- 
tected by me. That also is anpther reason for my addressing 
thee thus 1 Thinking, again, O mighty-armed one, that thip 
one reverefh me with great reverencf,—% have been inspired 
with reverence for thee 1 Do thou, therefore, act according 
to my words r There is, besides, some profound mystery in 
all this, ordaiped by fate. It is for this, that I tell thee so. 
E p thou act without mistrust of any kind ! Q b^ll among 
men, it is not fit for thee to know this which is a secret tp the 
very gods. Therefore, I do not reveal that secret unto thee* 
Thou wilt, however, understand it m time. I repeat what 
I have already said. Do thpu, O R&dha’s son, lay my words 
jo heart ! When the wielder of the thunder-bolt asketh thee 
^>r them, do tbou never give him thy ear-rings ! O thou 
>f exceeding splendour, with thy handsome ear-rings, thou 
ookest beautiful, even like the Moon himself in the clear 
Irmament, between the Vi$£kh<* constellations ! Do thou 
mow that fame availeth only the person that i* living. These- 
pre, when the lord of the oefesfials will ask thee for the 
^pr-nugS, thou shouldat, O son, refuse him l Repeating again 
and agaia answers fraught with various reasons, thou wilt, 
3 sinless one, be able to remove the eagerness of the lord 
the celestials for the possession of the ear-rings. £k> thou, 
3 Kama, alter Pureodara’s purpose by urging answers fraught 
with reason and grave import and adorned with sweetness 
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find suavity. Thou dost always, Q tiger among men/ e buBfo p ge 
hies that ean draw the beer with his left hand, and- (kb 
keroM Arjuoa also will Barely eaoouater thee in fight. Bttt 
when furnished with thy ear-risgs, Arjupa will never be able 
vanquish thee in fight even if Iadra himself come to hie 
assistance. Therefore, Q Kerns, if thou wisbeet to vanquish 
Arjuna in battle, theta handsome ear-riag* of thine should 
pever he parted with to Sakra.’ ” 

Thus ends the three hundredth Section in the Kundalfi- 
bar ana of the Vena Parva- 


Section OCCI. 

( Kundalaharana Parva continued. ) 

“Karna jsaid,T*- s As thou, Q lord of splendour, knowest 
me for thy worshipper, to also thou knowest that there ia 
nothing whioh I cannot give away in charity, O thou ef fiery 
rays ! Neither ray wives, ner my sops, nor my own self, no* 
my friends, are so dear to me as thou, on account of the vener- 
ation I feel for thee, O lord of splendour 1 Then knowest, O 
maker of light, that high-souled persona bear a loving regard 
fey their dear worshippers. Karna revereth mo and ia dear to 
me. j?e knoweth no other deity in heaven , — thinking this 
thou hast, O lord, said unto me what is for my benefit. Yet* 

0 thou of bright rays, again do I beseech thee with bended 
head, again do I place myself in thy hands. I. will repeat the 
answer I have already given. It behoveth thee to forgive mo 1 
Deafih itself is nob fraught with such terrors for me eg untruth ! 
As regards especially the Brahmanas, again, I do pot hesitate 
to yield up my life even for them I And, O divine *ene, 
respecting what thou hast said unto me of Falguna the sen ef' 
Pandu, let thy grief born of thy anxiety of heart, O lord of 
splendour, be dispelled touching him and myself ; for I shall 
surely conquer Arjuna in battle ! Thou knowest, O deity, that 

1 have great strength of weapons obtained from J&madagnya 
and the high-souled Drona. Permit me now, O foremost of 
celestials, to observe my vow. so that unto him of the thunder- 
bolt coming to beg of me, T »»v ^ive °wav even *v Ufa !’ 
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*8a lya said,-*-* ‘If, O son, thou givest away thy ear-rings tdl 
the wielder of the thunder-bolt, O thou of mighty strength, 
thou shouldst also, for the purpose of securing victory, speak 
unto him, saying, — 0 thou of a hundred sacrifices , I shall 
give thee the ear-rings under a condition . — Furnished with 
the ear-rings, thou art certainly incapable of being slain by 
any being. Therefore it is, O son, that desirous of behold- 
ing thee slain in battle by Arjuna, the destroyer of the* 
Dtnavas desireth to deprive thee of thy ear-rings. Repeated- 
ly adoring with truthful words that lord of the celestials^ 
viz, Furaudara armed with weapons incapable of being 
frustrated, do thou also beseech him, saying, — Give me an 
infallible dart capable of slaying all foes , and I will , O 
thousand-eyed deity, give thee the ear-rings with the excellent 
coat of mail ! — On this condition shouldst thou give the ear- 
rings unto Sakra. With that dart, O Kama, thou wilt slay 
thy foes in battle; for, O mighty-armed one, that dart of the 
chief of celestials doth not return to the hand that hurleth it, 
without slaying enemies by hundreds and by thousands !’ ” 

Vaigampayana continued. — “ Having said this, the thou- 
sand-rayed deity suddenly vanished away. The next day, after 
having told his prayers,* Kama related his dream unto the 
Sun. And Vrisha related unto him the vision he had seen, 
and all that had passed between them in the night. There- 
upon, having heard everything, that enemy of SwarbhSLnu/f 1 * 
that lord, the resplendent and di>ane Surya, said unto him 
with a smile,— Tt is even so l* Then R&dh&’s son, that slayer 
of hostile heroes, knowing all about the matter, and desirous of 
obtaining the dart, remained in expectation of Vasava. ” 

Thus ends the three hundred and first Section in tha 
Kundalaharana of the Yana Parva. 


♦ In the original, yapa, i. e. silently repeating 'certain mantras.— T* 
t ffahu.—T, 



Section CCOII. 

( KundalaLharana Parva continued. ) 

Janamejaya said.—*' What was that secret which was nob 
revealed to Kama by the deity of warm rays ? Of what kind 
also were those ear-rings, and of what sort was that coat of 
mail? Whence, too, was that mail and those ear-rings ? All 
this, 0 best of men, I wish to hear ! 0 thou possessed of the 
wealth of asceticism, do tell me all this !” 

Vaigampayana said . — “ I will, 0 monarch, tell thee that 
secret which was not ravealed by the deity possessed of the 
wealth of effulgence. I will also describe unto thee those 
ear-rings and that coat of mail. Once on a time, O king, 
there appeared before Kuntibhoja a Brahmana of fierce energy 
and tall stature, bearing a beard and matted locks, and carrying 
a staff in his hand. And he was agreeable to the eye, and of 
faultless limbs, and seemed to blaze forth in splendour. And 
he was possessed of a yellow-blue complexion like that of 
honey. And his speech was mellifluous, and he was adorned 
with ascetic merit and a knowledge of the Vedas. And that 
person of great ascetic merit, addressing king Kuntibhoja, 
said, — ‘O thou that art free from pride, I wish to live as a 
guest in thy house feeding on the food obtained as alms from 
thee ! Neither thy followers, nor thou thyself, shall ever act in 
such a way as to produce my displeasure ! If, 0 sinless one, it 
liketh thee, I would then live in thy house thus ! I Shall leave 
thy abode when I wish, and come back when I please. And, 
0 king, no one shall offend me in respect of my food or bed.* 
-—Then Kuntibhoja spake unto him these words cheerfully,— 
( $e it so, and more.' And he again said unto him, — ‘0 tbou 
of great wisdom, I have an illustrious daughter named Friths, 
And she beareth an excellent character, is observant of vows, 
chaste, and of subdued senses. And she shall attend on thee 
and minister unto thee with reverence. And thou wilt be 
pleased with her disposition !’ — And having said this to that 
Brihmana and duly paid him homage, the king went to bit 
daughter FritbS of large eyes, and spake thus unto her,— ‘O 
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child, this eminently pious Br&hmana is desirous of dwelling 
in my house ! I have accepted his proposal, saying, — So be it, 
relying, O child, on thy aptitude and skill in ministering unto 
Br&hmanas. It, therefore, behoveth thee t<5 adt in such a 
manner that my words may not be untrue. Do thou give him 
with alacrity whatever this reverend Bx&hmana possessed 
Of ascetic merit and engaged in the study of the Vedas, may 
want. Let everything that this Br&hmana asketh for' be given 
to him cheerfully. A Brahmans is the embodiment of pre* 
eminent energy: he is also the embodiment of the highest 
ascetic merit. It is in consequence of the virtuous practices 
of Br&hmanas that the sun shineth in the heavens. It was 
for their disregard of Brahmanas that Were deserving of honor 
that the mighty Asttra V&tapi, as also Tal&jangha, wasdes* 
troyed by the curse of the Br&hmanas. For the present, O 
child, it is a highly virtuous one of that order that is entrusted 
to thy keep ! Thou shouldst always tend this Brahman# with 
concentrated mind. O daughter, I know that from childhood 
upwards, thou hast ever been attentive to Brahmanas, and 
superiors, and relatives, and servants, and Mends, to thy 
mothers and myself. I know thou bearfest thyself well, bestow* 
ing proper regard upon everyone. And, O thou of faultless 
limbs, in the city or the interior of my palace, on account 
of thy gentle behaviour, there is not one, even among the 
servants, that is dissatisfied with thee. I have, therefore, 
thought thee fit to wait upon all Br&hmanas of wrathful 
temper; Thou art, O Pritba, a girl and hast been adopted as 
my daughter ! Thou art born in the race of the Vrishnis^ and 
art the* favorite daughter of Sura. Thou w ert> O girl, given 
to me gladly by thy father himself The sister of Vasudev*- 
by birth, thou art (by adoption) the foremost of my children* 
Bavin# promised me in these words, — will give thee mg first* 
bom^-thy father gladly gave thee to me while thou wert yet 
in> thy infbnoy. Beds for this* reason that thou art my daughter, 
Bora in-such a race, and reared in such a race; thou hast come 
frnni one happy. state to another, libealotus transferred from 
oafcfiake to another. G auspicious girl, women, specially they 
that are of mean extraction, although they may with difficulty 
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be kept under restraint, become in consequence of their unripe 
age, generally deformed in character. But thou, O Prithfc, 
art born in a royal race, and thy beauty also is extraordinary* 
And then, O girl, thou art endued with every accomplishment* 
Do thou, therefore, O damsel, renouncing pride and haughti* 
ness and a sense of self-importance, wait upon and worship 
the boon-giving Brahmana, and thereby attain, O Prithi, to 
an auspicious state ! By acting thus, 0 auspicious and sinless 
girl, thou wilt surely attain to suspiciousness ! But if on the 
contrary, thou stirrest up the anger of this best of the twice* 
born ones, my entire race will be consumed by him !’ ” 

Thus ends the three hundred and second Section in the 
Kundaliharana of the Yana Parva. 


Section CCCIII. 

( Kundaldkarana Parva continued. ) 

“ Kunti said, — 'According to thy promise, I will, O king, 
with concentrated mind, serve that Brahmana. O foremost of 
kings, I do not say this falsely. It is my nature to worship 
Br&hmanas. And, as in the present case, my doing so would 
be agreeable to thee, even this would be highly conducive to 
my welfare. Whether that worshipful one cometh in the 
evening, or in the morning, or at night, or even at midnight, 
he will have no reason to be angry with me ! O foremost of 
kings, to do good by serving the twice-born ones, observing all 
thy commands, is what I consider to be highly profitable to 
me, O best of men ! Do thou, therefore, O foremost of monarch®, 
rely on me ! That best of Brahmanas, while residing in thy 
house, shall never have cause for dissatisfaction. 1 tell thee 
truly. I shall, O king, be always attentive to that which is 
agreeable to this Brahmana, and which is fraught also with 
good to thee, O sinless one ! I know full well that Br£h- 
manas that are eminently virtuous, when propitiated, cau 
bestow salvation, and when displeased, are capable of bring- 
ing about destruction upon the offender. Therefore, I shall 
please this foremost of Brahmanas. Thou wilt not, O monarch, 
come to any grief from that best of regenerate persons, owing 
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to any act of mine* In consequence of the transgressions of 
monarchy Brahmanas, O foremost of kings, become the cause 
of evil to them, as Chyavana had become, in consequence of 
the act of Sukanya. I will, therefore, O king, with great 
regularity, wait upon that best of Brahmanas, according to 
thy instructions in that respect !’ And when she had thus 
spoken at length, the king embraced and cheered her, and 
instructed her in detail as to what shruldbedone by her* 
And the king said, — ‘Thou shalt, O gentle maid, act even 
thus, without fear, for my good as also thy own, and for 
the good of thy race also, O thou of faultless limbs i' And 
having said this, the illustrious Kuntibhoja, who was devoted to 
the Brahmanas, made over the girl Pritha to that Brahmana, 
saying, — ‘This my daughter, O Brahmana, is of tender age and 
brought up in luxury. If, therefore, she transgresses at any 
time, do thou not take that to heart ! Illustrious Brahmanas 
are never angry with old men, children, and ascetics, even 
if these transgress frequently. In respect of even a great 
■wrong, forgiveness is due from the regenerate. The worship, 
therefore, O best of Brahmanas, that is offered to the best 
of one's power and exertion, should be acceptable !' Hear- 
ing these words of the monarch, the Brahmana said, — ‘So be 
it I’ Thereupon, the king became highly pleased and assigned 
unto him apartments that were white as swans or the beams 
of the moon. And in the room intended for the sacrificial 
fire, the king placed a brilliant seat especially constructed 
for him* And the food and other things that were offered 
unto the Brahmana were of the same excellent kind. And 
casting aside idleness and all sense of self-importance, the 
princess addressed herself with right good will to wait upon 
the Brahmana. And the chaste Kunti, endued with purity 
of conduct, went thither for serving the Brahmana* And 
duly waiting upon that Brahmana as if he were a very god, 
she gratified him highly. ” 

Thus ends the three hundred and third Section in the 
Kundalaharana of the Yana Parva. 



tff* f Section CCCIV. 

( Kundalahavana Pdrva continued . ) 

Vai$ampayana said. — “And that maiden of rigid vows, O 
mighty monarch, by, with a pure heart, serving that Br&hmana 
of rigid vows, succeeded in gratifying him. And, O foremost 
of kings, saying, — ‘I will come back in the morning, —that 
best of Brahmanas sometimes came in the evening or in the 
night. Him, however, the maiden worshipped at all hours 
with sumptuous food and drink and bed. And as day after 
day passed away, her attentions to him, in respect of food and 
seat and bed, increased instead of undergoing any diminution. 
And, O king, even when the Brahmana reproved her, finding 
fault with any of her arrangements, or addressed her in harsh 
words, Pritha did not do anything that was disagreeable to 
him. And on many occasions the Brahmana came back after 
the appointed hour had long passed away. And on many 
occasions (such as the depth of night) when food was hard to 
procure, he said, — ‘Give me food !’ But on all those occasions, 
saying, — ‘All is ready/ — Pritha held before him the fare. And 
even like a disciple, a daughter, or a sister, that blameless gem 
of a girl with a devoted heart, O king, gratified that foremost 
of Brahmanas. And that best of Brahmanas became well- 
pleased with her conduct and ministrations. And he received 
those attentions of hers, valuing them rightly. And, O 
Bharata, her father asked her every morning and evening, 
saying, — ‘0 daughter, is the Brahmana satisfied with thy 
ministrations V And that illustrious maiden used to reply, 
—‘Exceedingly well P And thereupon, the bigh-souled Kunti- 
bhoja experienced the greatest delight. And when after a 
full year that best of ascetics was unable to find any fault 
whatever in Pritha, who was engaged in ministering unto him, 
well-pleased he said unto her, — 'O gentle maid, I have been 
well-pleased with thy attentions, 0 beautiful girl ! Do thort) 
O blessed girl, ask even for such boons as are difficult of being 
obtained by men in this world, and obtaining which, thou 
mayst surpass in fame all the women in this world P At these 
%vords of his, Kunti said,— ‘Everything hath already been done 
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in my behalf, since thou, O chief of those that are versed m 
the Vedas, and my father also, have been pleased with me l As 
regards the boons, I consider them as already obtained by me, 
O Br&hmana i* The Brahmana thereupon said,— -‘If, O gentle 
maid, thou dost not, O thou of sweet smiles, wish to obtain 
boons from me, do thou then take this mantra from me for 
invoking the celestials ! Any one amongst the celestials whom 
thou mayst invoke by utterring this mantra , will appear before 
thee and be under thy power. Willing or not, by virtue of this 
mantra , that deity in gentle guise, and assuming the obedient 
attitude of a slave, will become subject to thy power !*” 

Vai9amp2Lyana continued. — “ Thus addressed, that fault* 
less maiden could not, O king, from fear of a curse, refuse 
for the second time compliance with the wishes of that best 
of the twice-born ones. Then, O king, that Br&hmana im- 
parted unto that girl of faultless limbs those mantras which 
axe recited in the beginning of the Atharvan Veda . And, O 
king, having imparted unto her those mantras , he said untOi 
Kuntibhoja, — ‘I have, G monarch, dwelt happily in thy house, 
always worshipped with due regard and gratified by thy 
daughter. I shall now depart/ And saying this, he vanished 
there and then. And beholding that Brahmana vanish there 
and then, the king was struck with amazement. And the 
monarch then treated his daughter Prith& with proper regard/* 

Thus ends the three hundred and fourth Section in the 
Kundaliharana of the Vana Farva. 

Section CCOV. 

( Kundalaharana Farva contvnned. ) 

Vaiqemp&yana said.-*-*" When that foremost of Br&hmanas 
bad gone away on some other errand, the maiden began to 
ponder over the virtue of those mantras. And Bhe said to 
herself, — ‘Of what nature are these mantras that have been 
bestowed on me by that high-souled one ? I shall without 
delay test their power/ And as she was thinking in this way* 
she suddenly perceived indications of the approach of her 
season, And her season haying arrived while she was yet 
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Unmarried, she blushed in shame. And it came to pass that as 
she was seated in her chamber on a rich bed, she beheld the 
solar orb rising in the east. And both the mind and the eyes 
of that maiden of excellent waiat became rivetted fast upon 
the solar orb. And she gazed and gazed on that orb without 
being satiated with the beauty of the morning Sun. And 
she suddenly became gifted with celestial sight. And then 
she beheld that god of divine form accoutred in mail and 
adorned with ear-rings. And at sight of the god, O lord of 
men, she bacame curious as to the (potency of the) mantras . 
And thereupon that maiden resolved to invoke him. And 
having recourse to pranay&ma,,* she invoked the Maker of 
day. And thus invoked by her, O king, the Maker of day 
Bpeedily presented himself. And he was of a yellowish hue 
like honey, and was possessed of mighty arms. And his neck 
was marked with lines like those of a conch-shell. And 
furnished with armlets, and decked with a diadem, he came 
smiling, and illumining all the directions. And it was by Toga 
power that he divided himself in twain, one of which continued 
to give heat, and the other appeared before Kunti. And 
he addressed Kunti in words that were exceedingly sweet, 
saying, — ‘O gentle maiden, over-powered by thy mantras , I 
eome hither obedient to thee. Subject as I am to thy power, 
what shall I do, O queen ? Tell me, for I shall do whatever 
thou mayst command 1* Hearing these words of the deity, 
Kunti said,— ‘O worshipful one, go thou back to the place 
thou hast come from ! I invoked thee from curiosity alone. 
Pardon me, O worshipful one 1* Surya then said, — ‘0 damsel 
of slender waiste, I will, even as thou hast said, return to the 
place I have come from 1 Having called a celestial, it is not, 
however, proper to send him away in vain. Thy intention, O 
blessed one, it is to have from Surya a son furnished with a coat 
of mail and ear-rings, and who in point of prowess would be 

* Suspension of breath according to certain defined rules. This is 
a kind of Toga for fixing the mind, and withdraw it from all external 
surroundings. The two twilight prayers of a Br&hmana, in fact, many 
©X the religious rites, cannot be performed without the Prawyama>—T % 
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beyond compare in this world I Do thou, therefore, O damsel 
of elephantine gait, surrender thy person to me ! Thou sbalfe 
then have, 0 lady, a son after thy wish ! O gentle girl, O 
thou of sweet smiles, I will go back after having known thee ! 
If thou do not gratify me today by obeying my word, I 
shall in anger curse thee, thy father, and that Brahmana also. 
For thy fault, I will surely consume them all. And 1 shall 
inflict condign punishment on that foolish father of thine that 
knoweth not this transgression of thine, and on that Brahmana 
also, who hath bestowed the mantras on thee without know- 
ing thy disposition and character ! Yonder are all the celestials 
in heaven, with Purandara at their head, who are looking 
at me with derisive smiles at my being deceived by thee, O 
lady ! Look at those celestials, for thou art now possessed of 
celestial sight ! Before this I have endued thee with celestial 
vision, in consequence of which thou couldst see me !* ” 

Vaitjampayana continued. — “ Thereupon the princess be- 
held the celestials standing in the firmament, each in his proper 
sphere, even as she saw before her that highly resplendent 
deity furnished with rays, viz. Surya himself. And beholding 
them all, the girl became frightened and her face was suffused 
with blushes of shame. And then she addressed Surya, saying, 
‘O lord of rays, go thou back to thy own region.* On account 
of my maidenhood, this outrage of thine is fraught with woe 
to me ! It is only ones father, mother, and other superiors, 
that are capable of giving away their daughter's body. Virtue 
I shall never sacrifice, seeing that in this world the keeping 
of their persons inviolate is deemed as the highest duty of 
women, and is held in high regard ! O thou possessed of 
wealth of splendour, it is only to test the power of my 
mantras that I have, from mere childishness, summoned 
thee. Considering that this hath been done by a girl of 
tender years, it behoveth thee, O lord, to forgive her !’ Then 
Surya said, — Tt is because I consider thee a girl that, jO 
Kunti, I am speaking to thee so mildly. To one that is not 
so I would not concede this. Do thou, O Kunti, surrender 


* In the original, Vimanam 9 i . e. a car, — T. 
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thyself ! Thou shalt surely attain happiness thereby. Since, 
0 timid maiden, thou hast invoked me with ma f ntra8 > it is* 
not proper for me to go away without any purpose being 
attained, for, if I do so, I shall then, O thou of faultless limbs* 
be the object of laughter in the world, and, O beauteous* 
d amsel, a bye-word with all the celestials. Do thou, there-* 
fore, yield to me ! By that thou shalt obtain a son even like 
jnyself, and thou shalt also be much praised in all the worlds .* 99 

Thus ends the three hundred and fifth Section in tha 
Kundalaharana of the Vana Parva. 

Section CCCVI. 

( Kundalaharana Parva continued. ) 

V ai<jampayana said. — ‘Although that noble girl addressed 
him in various sweet words, yet she was unable to dissuade 
that deity of a thousand rays. And when she failed to dissu* 
ade the dispeiler of darkness, at last from fear of a curse, 
she reflected, O king, for a long time ! — ‘How may my in- 
nocent father, and that Br&hmana also, escape the angry 
Surya*s curse for my sake ? Although energy and asceticism 
are capable of destroying sins, yet even honest persons, if 
they be of unripe age, should not foolishly court them. By 
foolishly acting in that way I have today been placed in a 
frightful situation. Indeed, I have been placed entirely 
within the grasp of this deity. Yet how can I do what is sin- 
ful by taking it on myself to surrender my person to him V 99 
Vaigampayana continued. — “Afflicted with fear of a curse r 
and thinking much within herself, an utter stupefaction of 
the senses came upon her. And she was so confounded that* 
she could not settle what to do. Afraid, on the one hand, 
O king, of the reproach of friends if she obeyed the deity, 
and, on the other, of his curse if she disobeyed him, the 
damsel at last, O foremost of kings, said these words unto 
that god, in accents tremulous with bashfulness, — ‘O god, as 
my father and mother and friends are still living, this viola- 
tion of duty on my part should not take place. If, Q god, 
J commit this unlawful act with thee, the reputation, of this 
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race shall be sacrificed in this world on my account. If thott, 
however, O thou foremost of those that impart heat, deem 
this to be a meritorious act, I shall then fulfil thy desire 
even though my relatives may not have bestowed me on 
thee ! May I remain chaste after having surrendered my person 
to thee ! Surely, the virtue, the reputation, the fame, and the 
life of every creature are established in thee I* Hearing these 
words of hers; Surya replied, — ‘O thou of sweet smiles, nei- 
ther thy father, nor thy mother, nor any other superior of 
thine, is competent to give thee away ! May good betide 
tbee, O beauteous damsel ! Do thou listen to my words l 
It is because a virgin desireth the company of every one, 
that she hath received the appellation of Kanya , from the 
root kama meaning to desire. Therefore, O thou of excellent 
hips and the fairest complexion, a virgin is, by nature, free 
in this world. Thou shalt not, O lady, by any means be 
guilty of any sin by complying with my request. And how 
can I, who am desirous of the welfare of all creatures, commit 
an unrighteous act ? That all men and women should be 
bound by no restraints, is the law of nature. The opposite 
condition is the perversion of the natural state. Thou shalt 
remain a virgin after having gratified me. And thy sod 
shall also be mighty-armed and illustrious !’ Thereupon, 
Kunti said, — ‘If, O dispeller of darkness, I obtain a son from 
thee, may he be furnished with a coat of mail and ear-rings 
and may he be mighty-armed and endued with great strength !' 
Hearing these words of hers, Surya answered, — ‘O genth 
maiden, thy son shall be mighty-armed and decked wit! 
ear-rings and a celestial coat of mail. And both his ear-ringi 
and coat of mail will be made of Amrita, and bis coat wil 
also be invulnerable. 1 Kunti then said,— ‘If the excellent mai 
and ear-rings of the son thou wilt beget on me, be, indeed 
made of Am/rita , then, O god, O worshipful deity, let th; 
purpose be fulfiled ! May ho be powerful, strong, energeti< 
and handsome, even tike thee, and may he also be endued wit 
virtue t Surya then said, — ‘O princess, O excellent damse 
these ear-rings bad been given to me by Aditi. O timid lad; 

I will bestow them, as also this excellent mail, on thy son !'- 
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Kunti then said, — 'Excellent well, O worshipful one f If" my 
son, O lord of light, become so, I will, as thou sayest, gratify 
thee r ” 

Vaigampayana continued. — “ Hearing these words of hers, 
Surya said, — ‘So be it !” And that ranger of the skies, that 
enemy of Swarbhanu, with soul absorbed in Yoga , entered 
into Kunti, and touched her on the navel. At this, that 
damsel, on account of Surya’s energy, became stupified. And 
that reverend lady then fell down on her bed, deprived of her 
senses. Surya then addressed her, saying — ‘I will now depart, 
O thou of graceful hips ! Thou shalt bring forth a son who 
will become the foremost of all wielders of weapons. At the 
same time thou shalt remain a virgin !' ” 

Vaigampayana continued. — “Then, O foremost of kings, 
as the highly effulgent Surya was about to depart, that girl 
bashfully said unto him, — ‘So be it V And it was thus that 
the daughter of king Kuntibhoja, importuned by Surya, had, 
after soliciting a son from him, fallen down stupified on that 
excellent bed, like a broken creeper. And it was thus that 
that deity of fierce rays, stupifying her, entered into her by 
virtue of Yoga power, and placed his ownself within her womb. 
The deity, however, did not sully her by deflowering her in 
the flesh. And after Surya had gone away, that girl regained 
her consciousness.'* 

Thus ends the three hundred and sixth Section in the 
Kundalaharana of the Vana Farva. 

Section CCCVIL 

( Kundalaharana Pawa continued . ) 

Vaiqamp&yana said. — “ It was, O lord of earth, on the first 
day of the lighted fortnight during the tenth month of the 
year that PrithA conceived a son like the lord himself of the 
stars in the firmament. And that damsel of excellent hips, 
from fear of her friends, concealed her conception, so that no 
one knew her condition. And as the damsel lived entirely in 
the apartments assigned to the maidens and carefully con* 
cealed her condition, except her nurse no one knew the truth, 

114 
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And in due time that beauteous maiden, by the grace of that 
deity, brought forth a son resembling a very god. And even 
like his father, the child was equipped in a coat of mail, and 
decked with brilliant ear-rings. And he was possessed of 
leonine eyes and shoulders like those of a bull. And no 
sooner was the beauteous girl delivered of a child, than she 
consulted with her nurse and placed the infant in a com- 
modious and smooth box made of wickei work and spread 
over with soft sheets and furnished with a costly pillow. 
And its surface was laid over with wax, and it was encased in 
a rich cover. And with tears in her eyes, she carried the infant 
to the river A$wa, and consigned the basket to its waters. 
And although she knew it to be improper for an unmarried 
girl to bear offspring, yet from parental affection, O foremost 
of kings, she wept piteously. Do thou listen to the words 
Kunti weepingly uttered, while consigning the box to the 
waters of the river A<jwa ! ‘O child, may good betide thee 
at the hands of all that inhabit the land, the water, the sky, 
and the celestial regions ! May all thy paths be auspicious ! 
May no one obstruct thy way ! And, O son, may ail that come 
across thee have their hearts divested of hostility towards 
thee ! And may that lord of waters, Varuna, protect thee in 
water ! And may the deity that rangeth the skies completely 
protect thee in the sky ! And may, O son, that best of those 
that impart heat, viz., Surya, thy father, and from whom X 
have obtained thee as ordained by Destiny, protect thee every- 
where 1 And may the Adityas and the Vasiis, the Rudras 
and the Sddhyos , the Vigivodevas and the Mantis, and the 
cardinal points with the great Indra and the regents pre- 
siding over them, and, indeed, all the celestials, protect 
* thee in every place ! Even in foreign lands I shall be able 
to recognise thee, by this mail of thine ! Surely, thy sire, O 
son, the divine Surya possest of the wealth of splendour, is 
blessed* for he will with bis celestial sight behold thee going 
adown the current ! Blessed also is that lady who will, O 
thou that art begotten by a god, take thee for her son, and 
who will give thee suck when thou art thirsty ! And what 
a lucky dream hath been dreamt by her that will adopt thee 
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for her son, thee that art endued with solar splendour, and 
furnished with celestial mail, and adorned with celestial ear- 
rings, thee that- hast expansive eyes resembling lotuses, a com- 
plexion bright as burnished copper or lotus leaves, a fair fore- 
head, and hair ending in beautiful curls ! O son, she that will 
behold thee crawl on the ground, begrimmed with dust, and 
sweetly uttering inarticulate words, is surely blessed ! And she 
also, O son, that will behold thee arrive at thy youthful prime, 
like a maned lion born in Himalayan forests, is surely blessed 1’ 

“ O king, having thus bewailed long and piteously, Prith& 
laid the basket on the waters of the river A$wa. And the 
lotus-eyed damsel, afflicted with grief on account of her son 
and weeping bitterly, with her nurse cast the basket at dead 
of night, and though desirous of beholding her son often and 
again, returned, O monarch, to the palace, fearing lest her 
father should come to know of what had happened. Mean- 
while, the basket floated from the river A$wa to the river 
Charmanwati, and from the Charmanwati it passed to the 
Yamuna, and so on to the Ganga. And carried by the waves 
of the Gangk, the child contained in the basket came to the city 
of Champa ruled by a person of the Suta tribe. Indeed, the 
excellent coat of mail and those ear-rings made of Amrita 
that were born with his body, as also the ordinance of Destiny, 
kept the child alive. ” 

Thus ends the three hundred and seventh Section in the 
Kundalaharana of the Vana Parva, 

Section CCCVIII. 

( Kundalaharana Parva continued . ) 

Vaigamp&yana said.— And it came to pass that at this 
time a Suta named Adhiratha, who was a friend of. Dhrita* 
rishtra, came to the riyer~ Ganga, accompanied by his wife. 
And, O king, his wife named R&dh& was unparalleled on 
earth for beauty. And although that highly blessed dame bad 
made great endeavours to obtain a son, yet she had failed, O 
repressor of foes, to obtain one. And on coming to the river 
Gang*, she beheld a box drifting along the current. And 
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containing articles capable of protecting from dangers and 
decked with unguents, that box was brought before her 
by the waves of the Janhavi. And attracted by curiosity, the 
lady caused it to be seized. And she then related all unto 
Adhiratha of the charioteer caste. And hearing this, Adhi- 
ratha took away the box from the water-side, and opened it 
by means of instruments. And then he beheld a boy resem- 
bling the morning Sun. And the infan* was furnished with 
golden mail, and looked exceedingly beautiful with a face 
decked in ear-rings. And thereupon the charioteer, together 
with his wife, was struck with such astonishment that their 
eyes expanded in wonder. And taking the infant on his 
lap, Adhiratha said unto his wife, — ‘Ever since I was born, O 
timid lady, I had never seen such a wonder. This child 
that hath come to us must be of celestial birth. Surely, son- 
leas as I am, it is the gods that have sent him unto me !* 
Sa}dng this, O lord of earth, he gave the infant to B&dha. 
And thereat, Radha adopted, according to the ordinance, 
that child of celestial form and divine origin, and possest of 
the splendour of the filaments of the lotus and, furnished with 
excellent grace. And duly reared by her, that child endued 
with great prowess began to grow up. And after Kama’s 
adoption, Adhiratha had other sons begotten by himself. And 
seeing the child furnished with bright mail and golden ear- 
rings, the twice-born ones named him Yasusena. And thus 
did that child endued with great splendour and immeasura- 
ble prowess become the son of a charioteer, and come to be 
known as Vasusena and Yrisha. And Pritha learnt through 
spies that her own son clad in celestial mail was growing up 
amongst the Angas as the eldest son of a charioteer (Adhiratha). 
And seeing that in process of time his son had grown up, 
Adhiratha sent him to the city named after the elephant. 
And there Kama put up with Drona, for the purpose of 
learning arms. And that powerful youth contracted a friend- 
ship with Duryodhana. And having acquired all the four 
kinds of weapons from Drona, Kripa, and Rama, he became 
famous in the world as a mighty bowman. And after having 
contracted a friendship with DbriUu&sbtra’s son, he became 
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intent on injuring the sons of PrithA. And he was always 
desirous of fighting with the high-souled FAlguna. And, O king 
ever since they first saw each other, Kama always used tc 
challenge Arjuna, and Aijuna, on his part, used to challenge 
him. This, O foremost of kings, was, without doubt, the secret 
known to the Sun, viz., begot by himself on Kunti, Kama was 
being reared in the race of the Sutas. And beholding him 
decked with his ear-rings and mail, Yudhishthira thought 
him to be unslayable in fight, and was exceedingly pained at 
it. And when, O foremost of monarchs, Kama after rising 
from the water, used at mid-day to worship the effulgent Surya 
with joined hands, the Brahmanas used to solicit him for 
wealth. And at that time there was nothing that he would 
not give away to the twice-born ones. And Indra, assuming 
the guise of a Brahmana, appearecLbefore him (at such a time) 
and said, — ‘Give me t And thereupon Radha’s son replied 
unto him, — ‘Thou art welcome !* ” 

Thus ends the three hundred and eighth Section in the 
Kundalaharana of the Vana Parva. 

Section CCCIX. 

( Kundalaharana Parva continued. ) 

Vaigampayana said. — “ And when the king of the celes- 
tials presented himself in the guise of a Brahmana, behold- 
ing him, Kama said, — ‘ Welcome !’ And not knowing his 
intention, Adhiratha’s son addressed the Brahmana, saying,- ■— 
‘Of a necklace of gold, and beauteous damsels, and villages 
with plenty of kine, which shall I give thee V Thereupon 
the Brahmana replied, — ‘I ask thee not to give me either a 
necklace of gold, or fair damsels, or any other agreeable 
object. To those do thou give them that ask for them* l£ 
O sinless one, thou art sincere in thy vow, then wilt thou, 
cutting off (from thy person) this coat of mail bom with thy 
body, and these ear-rings also, bestow them on me ! I desire, 
0 chastiser of foes, that thou mayst speedily give me these ; 
for this one gain of mine will be considered as superior 
tp every other gain !’ Hearing these words, Kama said,- 26 -*© 
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Bra&mana, I will give thee homestead land, and fair damsels, 
and kine, and fields ; but my mail cm d ear-rings I am unable 
to give thee !’ ” 

Vaigampiyana continued. — “ Although thus urged with 
various words by Kama, still, O chief of the Bharata race, 
that Br&hmana did not ask for any other boon. And although 
Kama sought to pacify him to the best of his power, and 
worshipped him duly, yet that best of Brahmanas did not ask 
for any other boon. And when that foremost of Brahmanas 
did not ask for any other boon, Radha's son again spake unto 
him with a smile, — "My mail, O regenerate one, hath been bom 
with my body, and this pair of ear-rings hath arisen from 
Amrita . It is for these that I am unslayable of all the 
worlds. Therefore, I cannot part with themi. Do thou, O 
bull among Brahmanas, accept from me the entire kingdom 
of the earth, rid of enemies and full of prosperity ! O fore* 
most of regenerate ones, if I am deprived of my ear-rings, 
and the mail bom with my body, I shall be liable to be 
vanquished by foes !* ” 

Vaigampayana continued. — “ When the illustrious slayer 
of Paka refused to ask for any other boon, Kama with a smile 
again addressed him, saying, — ‘O god of gods, even before 
this, I had recognised thee, O Lord ! O Sakra, it is not 
proper for me to confer on thee any unprofitable boon, for 
thou art the very lord of the celestials ! On the contrary, 
being as thou art the Creator and lord of all beings, it is thou 
that shouldst confer boons on me ! If, O god, I give thee this 
coat of mail and ear-rings, then I am sure to meet with 
destruction, and thou shalt also undergo ridicule ! Therefore, 
O Sakra, take my ear-rings and excellent mail in exchange 
for something conferred by thee on me! Otherwise, I will 
not bestow them on thee !* Thereupon Sakra replied, — "Even 
before I had come to thee, Surya had known of my purpose ; 
and, without doubt, it is he that hath unfolded everything 
unto thee ! O Kama, be it as thou wishest ! O sou, except 
the thunder-bolt alone, tell me what it is that thou desirest 
to have !’ ” 

Vai9ampayana continued. — “ Hearing these words of Indrs, 
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Kama was filled with delight. And seeing that his purpose was 
about to be accomplished, he approached Yasava, and in ten' 
upon obtaining a dart incapable of being baffled, he addressed 
Indra, saying, — ‘Do thou, O Vasava, in exchange for my 
coat of mail and ear-rings, give me a dart incapable of being 
baffled, and competent to destroy hosts of enemies when 
arrayed in order of battle!' Thereupon, O ruler of earth» 
fixing his mind for a moment on the dart (for bringing it 
there), Vasava thus spake unto Kama, — ‘Do thou give me 
thy ear-rings, and the coat of mail born with thy body, and 
in return take this dart on these terms ! When I encounter 
the Daityas in battle, this dart that is incapable of being 
baffled, hurled by my hand, destroyeth enemies by hundreds, 
and cometh back to my hand after achieving its purpose. 
In thy hand, however, this dart, O son of a Suta, will slay 
only one powerful enemy of thine. And having achieved 
that feat, it will, roaring and blazing, return to me !’ There* 
at Kama said, — ‘I desire to slay in fierce fight even one 
enemy of mine, who roareth fiercely and is hot as fire, and 
of whom I am in fear !’ At this, Indra said, — ‘Thou shalt 
slay such a roaring and powerful foe in battle. But that 
one whom thou seekest to slay, is protected by an illustrious 
personage. Even He whom persons versed in the Vedas call 
'the invincible Boar 9 , and 'the incomprehensible N dray ana 9 
even that Krishna himself, is protecting him !’ Thereupon 
Kama replied, — ‘Even if this be so, do thou, O illustrious 
one, give me the dart incapable of being baffled, — so that I 
may therewith slay one only powerful foe ! I shall, on my 
part, bestow on thee my mail and ear-rings, cutting them 
off my person. Do thou, however, grant that my body, thus 
wounded, may not be unsightly !' Hearing this, Indra said,- 
*As thou, O Kama, art bent upon observing the truth, thy 
person shall not be unsightly, nor shall any scar remain on 
it. And, O thou best of those that are graced with speech* 
O Kama, thou shalt be possessed of the complexion and 
energy of thy father himself. And if, maddened by wrath, 
thou hurlest this dart, while there are still other weapons 
with thee, and when thy life also is not in imminent peril. 
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it will fall even on thyself ! r Kama answered, — ‘As thou 
directest me, O Sakra, I shall hurl this Vdsavi dart only 
when I am in imminent peril ! Truly I tell thee this !’ ” 

) Vai$amp5,yana continued. — “Thereupon, O king, taking 
the blazing dart, Kama began to peel off his natural mail* 
And beholding Kama cutting his own body, the entire host 
of celestials and men and DSnavas set up a leonine roar. 
And Kama betrayed no contortions of face while peeling his 
mail. And beholding that hero among men thus cutting his 
body with an weapon, smiling ever and anon, celestial kettle- 
drums began to be played upon and celestial flowers began 
to be showered on him. And Kama cutting off the excellent 
mail from off his person, gave it to Vasava, still dripping. 
And cutting off his ear-rings also from off his ears, he made 
them over to Indra. And it is for this feat that he came to be 
called Kama* And Sakra, having thus beguiled Kama but 
made him famous in the world, thought with a smile that the 
business of the sons of Pandu had already been completed. 
And having done all this, he ascended to heaven. And hear- 
ing that Kama had been beguiled, all the sons of Dhrita- 
rashtra became distressed and shorn of pride. And the sons 
of Pritha, on the other hand, learning that such plight had 
befallen the son of the charioteer, were filled with joy.” 

Janamejaya said. — “ Where were those heroes, the sons of 
Pandu, at that time ? And from whom did they hear this wel- 
come news ? And what also did they do, when the twelfth 
year of their exile passed away ? Do thou, O illustrious one, 
tell me all this ! ” 

Vaigamp&yana said.— “ Having defeated the chief of the 
Saindhavas, and rescued Krishna, and having outlived the 
^entire term of their painful exile in the woods, and having 
listened to the ancient stories about gods and Rishis recited by 
MSxkandeya, those heroes among men returned from their 
asylum in Kamyaka to the sacred Daitavana, with all their 
cars, and followers, and accompanied by their charioteers, 
their kine, and the citizens who had followed them. ” 


* One that hath peeled off the skin of his body. — T t 
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Thus ends the three hundred and ninth Section in the 
Kundalaharana of the Vana Parva. 

Section CCCX. 

( Araneya Parva . ) 

Janamejaya said. — “ Having felt great affliction on account# 
of the abduction of their wife and having rescued Krishna 
thereafter, what did the Pandavas next do ? ” 

Vaicampayana said. — “ Having felt great affliction on ac- 
count of the abduction of Krishna, king Yudhishthira of 
unfading glory, with his brothers, left the woods of Kamyaka 
and returned to the delightful and picturesque Dwaitavana 
abounding in trees and containing delicious fruits and roots. 
And the sons of Pandu with their wife Krishna, began to 
reside there, living frugally on fruits and practising rigid 
vows. And while those repressors of foes, the virtuous king 
Yudhishthira the son of Kunti, and Bhimasena, and Arjuna, 
and those other sons of Pandu born of Madri, were dwelling in 
Dwaitavana, practising rigid vows, they underwent, for the 
for the sake of a Brahmana, great trouble, which, however, 
was destined to bring about their future happiness. I will 
tell thee all about the trouble which those foremost of Kurus 
underwent while living in those woods, and which in the end 
brought about their happiness. Do thou listen to it ! Once 
on a time, as a deer was butting about, it chanced that 
the two sticks for making fire and a churning staff belonging 
to a Brahmana devoted to ascetic austerities, stuck fast into 
its antlers. And, thereupon, O king, that powerful deer of 
exceeding fleetness with long bounds, speedily went out 
of the hermitage, taking those articles away. And, O fore-, 
most of Kurus, seeing those articles of his thus carried away, 
the Brahmana, anxious on account of his Agnihotra , quickly 
came before the Pindavas, And approaching without loss of 
time Aj&tagatru seated in that forest with his brothers, the 
Br&hmana, in great distress, spake these words, — ‘As a deer 
was butting about, it happened, O king, that my fire-sticks 
and churning staff which bad been placed againetla large 
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tree stuck fast to its antlers. And, O king, that powerful 
deer of exceeding fleetness hath speedily gone out of the 
hermitage with long bounds, taking those articles away, 
fracking that powerful deer, O king, by its foot-prints, do 
ye, ye sons of Pandu, bring back those articles of mine, — so 
that my Agni-hotra may not be stopped f Hearing these 
words of the Brahmana, Yudhishthira became exceedingly 
concerned. And the son of Kunti taking up bis bow sallied 
out with his brothers. And putting on their corselets and 
equipped with their bows, those bulls among men, intent 
upon serving the Br&hmana, swiftly sallied out in the wake of 
the deer. And descrying the deer at no great distance, those 
mighty warriors discharged at it brabed arrows and javelins 
and darts, but the sons of Pindu could not pierce it by any 
means. And as they struggled to pursue and slay it, that 
powerful deer became suddenly invisible. And losing sight 
of the deer, the noble-minded sons of Pfindu, fatigued and 
disappointed and afflicted with hunger and thirst, approach- 
ed a banian tree in that deep forest, and sat down in its cool 
shade. And when they had sat down, Nakula, stricken 
with sorrow and urged by impatience, addressed his eldest 
brother of the Kuru race, saying, — ‘In our race, O king, 
virtue hath never been sacrificed, nor hath there been loss 
of wealth from insolence. And being asked, we have never 
said to any creature, Nay / Why then in the present case 
have we met with this disaster V " 

Thus ends the three hundred and tenth Section in the 
Araneya of the Yana Parva. 


Section CCCXI. 

( Araneya Parva continued, ) 

“ Yudhishthira said.— There is no limit to calamities. Nor 
is it possible to ascertain either their filial or efficient cause# 
It is“ the Lord of justice alone ^rho distributeth the fruits 
of jboth virtue and vice.' Thereupon Bhima said, —‘Surely, 
this calamity hath befallen us, because I did uot slay the 
on the very 'spot, when’ he dragged KriahaS 
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,as a slave into the assembly.’ And Arjuna said, -—‘Surely, fchi 
calamity hath befallen us because I resented not those biting 
words, piercing the very bones, uttered by the Suta’8 son ? 
And Sahadqva said, — ‘Surely, O Bharata, this calamity ba&i 
befallen us because I did not slay Sakuni when he defeat^ 
thee at dice !* ” 

Vaigampayana continued. — “Then king Tudhishthira ad- 
dressed Nakula saying, — ‘Do thou, O son of Madri, climb 
.this trjee and look around the ten points of the horizon. Dc 
thou see whether there is water near us or such trees as 
grow on watery grounds ! O child, these thy brothers are 
all fatigued and thirsty.’ Thereupon saying,— ‘So be it/ 
Nakula speedily climbed up a tree, and having looked around, 
said unto his eldest brother, — ‘O king, I see many a tree 
that groweth by the water-side, and I hear also the cries 
of cranes. Therefore, without doubt, water must be som/ 
where here ?* Hearing these words, Kunti’s son Yudhik^ 
thira, firm in truth, said, — ‘O amiable one, go thou and fetcl 
water in these quivers !* Saying, — ‘So be it/ at the commanc 
of his eldest brother Nakula quickly proceeded towards the 
place where there was water and soon came upon it. Anc 
beholding a crystal lake inhabited by cranes, he desired to 
drink of it, when he heard these words from the sky,— 
c O child, do not commit this rash act ! This lake hath al 
ready been in my possession. Do thou, O son- of Madri 
first answer my questions, and then drink of this wate 
and take away ( as much as thou requirest ).’ Nakuh 
•however, who was exceedingly thirsty, disregarding thes 
words, drank of the cool water, and having drunk of i 
dropped down dead. And, O repressor of foes, seeing Nakula 
delay, Tudhishthira the son of Kunti said unto Sahadei 
the heroic brother of Nakula, — ‘O Sahadeva, it is long^inc 
our brother, — he who was born immediately before the 
hath gone from hence ! Do thou, therefore, go and brit 
back tby uterine brother, together with water/ At this, Sah 
deva, saying, ‘So be it,’ set out in that direction ; a 
coming to the spot, beheld his brother lying dead on t 
ground. And afflicted at the death of his bretheary and m 
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fering severely from thirst, he rushed towards the water, when 
these words were heard by him, — ‘O child, do nQt commit 
this rash act ! This lake hath already been in my possession. 
First answer my questions, and then drink of the water and 
H|bke away as much as thou mayst require.’ Sahadeva, how- 
ever, who was extremely thirsty, disregarding these words, 
drank of the water, and having drunk of it, dropped down 
dead. Then Yudhishthira the son of Kunti said unto 
Vijaya, — ‘It is long since, O Yibhatsu, that thy two brothers 
have gone, O repressor of foes ! Blessed be thou ! Do thou 
bring them baek, together with water. Thou art, O child, the 
refuge of us all when plunged in distress !* Thus address- 
ed, the intelligent Gudake<ja, taking his bow and arrows and 
also his naked sword, set out for that lake of waters. And 
reaching that spot, he whose car was drawn by white steeds 
beheld those tigers among men, his two younger brothers 
; who had come to fetch water, lying dead there. And seeing 
them as if asleep, that lion among men, exceedingly aggriev- 
ed, raised his bow and began to look around that wood. But 
he found none in that mighty forest. And, being fatigued, 
he who was capable of drawing the bow by his left hand as 
well, rushed in the direction of the water. And as he was 
rushing (towards the water), he heard these words from the 
sky, — ‘Why dost thou approach this water ? Thou shalt not 
be able to drink of it by force. If thou, O Kaunteya, can 
^answer the questions I will put to thee, then only shalt thou 
drink of the water and take away as much as thou requires!?, 
O Bharata f Thus forbidden, the son of Pritha said,— ‘Do 
thou forbid me by appearing before me ! And when thou 
shalt be sorely pierced with my arrows, thou wilt not then 
again speak in this way !’ Having said this, P&rfcha covered 
all aides with arrows inspired by mantras . And he also dis- 
plyed his skill in shooting at an invisible mark by sound 
alonij. And, O bull of the Bharata race, sorely afflicted with 
thirst, he discharged barbed darts and javelins and iron 
arrows, and showered on the sky innumerable shafts in- 
capable of being baffled. Thereupon, the invisible Yaksha 
said,— ‘What aeed of all this trouble, O son of Pritha ? Do 
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thou drink only after answering my questions ! If* thou 
drink, however, without answering my questions, thou shalt 
die immediately after.’ Thus addressed, Pritha's son Dhanan* 
jaya capable of drawing the bow with his left hand as wetl, 
disregarding those words, drank of the water, and immediately 
after dropped down dead. And (seeing Dhananjaya’s delay) 
Kunti’s son Yudhishthira addressed Bhimasena, saying, — ‘O 
repressor of foes, it is a long while that Nakula, and Saha* 
deva, and Yibhatsu have gone to fetch water, and they come 
not yet, O Bhirata ! Good betide thee ! Do thou bring 
them back, together with water !’ Thereupon saying, — ‘So be 
it,* Bhimasena set out for that place where those tigers 
among men, his brothers, lay dead. And beholding them, 
Bhima, afflicted though he was with thirst, was exceedingly 
distressed. And that mighty-armed hero thought all that 
to have been the act of some Yaksha or B&kshasa. And 
Prith&’s son Yrikodara thought, — T shall surely have to fight 
today. Let me, therefore, first appease my thirst.’ Then that 
bull of the Bharata race rushed forward with the intention 
of drinking. Thereupon the Yaksha said, — ‘O child, do not 
commit this rash act ! This lake hath already been in my 
possession. Do thou first answer my questions, and then 
drink and take away as much water as thou requirest !’ ” 

Vaigampayana continued.— “Thus addressed by that Yaksha 
of immeasurable energy, Bhima, without answering his ques- 
tions, drank of the water. And as soon as he drank, he fell r 
down dead on the spot. Then thinking that his brothers had 
left him -long since, Yudhishthira waited for some time. 
And the king said unto himself again and again, — ‘Why is it 
that the two sons of Madri are delaying ? And why doth 
the wielder also of the Gdndiva delay ? And why doth Bhima 
too, endued with great strength, delay ? I shall go to search 
for them !’ And resolved to do this, the mighty-armed 
Yudhishthira then rose up, his heart burning in grief, And 
that bull among men, the royal son of Kunti, thought wifch«£ 
in himself, — ‘Is this forest under some malign influence ? Or, 
is it infested by some wicked beast ? Or, have they all* fallen/ 
in consequence of having disregarded some mighty being t 
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Or, nGt finding water in the spot whither those heroes had 
first repaired, they have spent all this time in search through 
the forest ? What is that reaapn for which those those bulls 
among men do not come back V And speaking in this strain, 
that foremost of monarchs, the illustrious Tudhishthira, entered 
into that mighty forest where no human sound was heard 
and which was inhabited by deer and bears and birds, and 
which was adorned with trees that were bright and green, 
and which echoed with the hum of the black-bee and the 
notes- of winged warblers. And as he was proceeding along, 
he beheld that beautiful lake which looked as if it had been 
made by the celestial artificer himself. And it was adorned 
with flowers of a golden hue and with lotuses and Sindhu- 
vdras . And it abounded with canes and Ketakas and Kara- 
viras and Pippalas. And fatigued with toil, Yudhishthira 
saw that tank and was struck with wonder.” 

Thus ends the three hundred and eleventh Section in the 
Araneya of the Yana Parva. 


Section CCCXII. 

( Araneya Parva continued . ) 

Vaigampayana said.— “Yudhishthira saw his brothers, each 
possessed of the glory of Indra himself, lying dead like the 
Regents of the world dropped from their spheres at the end 
"of the Yuga . And beholding Arjuna lying dead, with his bow 
and arrows dropped on the ground, and also Bhimasena and the 
twins motionless and deprived of life, the king breathed a hot 
and long sigh, and was bathed in tears of grief. And beholding 
his brothers lying dead, the mighty-armed son of Dharma, 
with heart racked in anxiety, began to lament profusely, 
saying, — ‘Thou hadst, O mighty-armed Vrikodara, vowed, say- 
ing, — I shall with mace smash the thighs of Duryodhana in 
battle /— O enhancer of the glory of the Kurus, in thy death, 
O mighty-armed and high-souled one, all that hath become 
fruitless now ! The promises of men may be ineffectual ; 
but why have the words of the gods uttered in respect of 
thee been thus fruitless ? O Dhananjaya, while thou wert 
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in thy mother's lying-in-room, the gods had said,— 0 Kunti, 
this thy son shall not he inferior to him of a thousand eyes t 
— And in the northern P&ripatra mountains, all beings had 
sung, saying, — The prosperity (of this race), robbed by foes, 
will be recovered by this one without delay . No one will be 
able to vanquish him in battle , while there will be none 
whom he will not be able to vanquish. Why then hath that 
Jiahnu endued with great strength, been subject to death ? 
Oh, why doth that Dhananjaya, relying on whom we had 
hitherto endured all this misery, lie on the ground, blight- 
ing* all my hopes ! Why have those heroes, those mighty 
sons of Kunti, Bhimasena and Dhananjaya, come under the 
power of the enemy, — those who themselves always slew 
their foes, and whom no weapons could resist ! Surely, this 
vile heart of mine must be made of adamant, since, behold- 
ing these twins lying today on the ground, it doth not split ! 
Ye bulls among men, versed in holy writ and acquainted 
with the properties of time and place, and endued with 
ascetic merit, ye who duly performed all sacred rites, why lie ye 
down, without performing acts deserving of you ? Alas, why 
lie ye insensible on the earth, with your bodies unwounded, ye 
unvanquished ones, and with your bows untouched?’ And 
beholding his brothers sweetly sleeping there as (they usually 
did) on mountain slopes, the high-souled king, overwhelmed 
with grief and bathed in sweat, came to a distressful condition. 
And saying, — It is even so, — that virtuous lord of men, 
immersed in an ocean of grief, anxiously proceeded to as- 
certain the cause (of that catastrophe). And that mighty- 
armed and high-souled one, acquainted with the divisions 
of time and place, could not settle his course of action. Hav* 
ing thus bewailed much in this strain, the virtuous Yudbish-* 
thira, the son of Dharma or Tapa, restrained his soul and 
began to reflect in his mind as to who had slain those heroes. 
‘There are no strokes of weapons upon these, nor is any 
one’s foot-print here. The being must be mighty, I ween, by 
whom my brothers have been slain. Earnestly shall I ponddfc 


tSamhritya — killing . — T. 
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over this, or, let me first drink of the water, and then know 
all. It may be that the habitually crooked-minded Duryodhana 
hath caused this water to be secretly placed here by the king 
of the Gandharas, What man of sense can trust that wicked 
wight of evil passions with whom good and evil are alike ? 
Or, perhaps, this may be an act of that wicked-souled one 
through secret messengers of his.’ And it was thus that that 
highly intelligent one gave way to diverse reflections. He did 
not believe that water to have been tainted with poison, for 
though dead, no corpse-like pallor was on them. ‘The color on 
the faces of these my brothers hath not faded \ 9 And it was 
thus that Yudhishthira thought. And the king continued,— 
‘Each of these foremost of men was like unto a mighty 
cataract. Who, therefore, save Yama himself who in due 
time bringeth about the end of all things, could have baffled 
them thus V And having concluded this for certain, he 
began to perform his ablutions in that lake. And while he 
descended into it, he heard these words from the sky, uttered 
by the Yaksha, — T am a crane, living on tiny fish. It is 
by me that thy younger brothers have been brought under 
the sway of the lord of departed spirits. If thou, O prince, 
answer not the questions put by me, even thou shalt number 
the fifth corpse. Do not, O child, act rashly ! This lake 
hath airealy been in my possession. Having answered my 
questions first, do thou, O Kunti’s son, drink and carry away 
(as much as thou requirest) !’ Hearing these words, Yudhish- 
thira said, — ‘Art thou the foremost of the Rudras, or of the 
Yasus, or of the Maruts ? I ask, what god art thou ? This 
could not have been done by a bird ! Who is it that hath 
overthrown the four mighty mountains, viz., the Himavat, 
< the Faripatra, the Vindhya, and the Malaya ? Great is the 
feat done by thee, thou foremost of strong persons ! Those 
whom neither gods, nor Gandhavvae, nor Asuvas, nor 
Rdkshasas could endure in mighty conflict, have been slain 
by thee ! Therefore, exceedingly wonderful is the deed don< 
by thee ! I do not know what thy business may be, nor d< 
I know thy purpose. Therefore, great is the curiosity am 
4W also that have taken possession of me ! My mind i 
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greatly agitated, and as my head also is achiog, I ask thee 
therefore, O worshipful one, who art tho u that stayest here V 
Hearing these words, the Taksha said, — ‘I am, good betide 
thee, a Yaksha, and not an amphibious bird. It is by me 
that all these brothers of thine, endued with mighty prowess, 
have been slain !* ” 

Vaiqampayana continued. — “ Hearing these accursed words 
couched in harsh syllabi es,* Yudhishthira, O king, approach- 
ing the Yaksha who had spoken them, stood there. And that 
bull among the Bharatas then beheld that Yaksha of un- 
usual eyes and huge body, tall like a palmyra-palm am 
looking like fire or the Sun, and irresistible and gigantic 
like a mountain, staying on a tree, and uttering a loud roar 
deep as that of the clouds. And the Yaksha said, — ‘These 
thy brothers, O king, repeatedly forbidden by me, would forc- 
ibly take away water. It is for this that they have been slain 
by me ! He that wisheth to live, should not, O king, drink 
this water ! O son of Pritha, act not rashly I This lake 
hath already been in my possession. Do thou, O son o c 
Kunti, first answer my questions, and then take away as 
much as thou likest !* Yudhishthira said, — T do not, C 
Yaksha, covet what is already in thy possession ! O bul* 
among male beings, virtuous persons never approve that one 
should applaud his own self. (Without boasting, I shall, 
therefore, answer thy questions, according to my intelligence). 
Do thou ask me !’ The Yaksha then said, — ‘What is it that 
maketh the Sun rise ? Who keep him company ? Who 
cause th him to set ? And in whom is he established V Yu- 
dhishthira answered , — ‘ Brahma maketh the Sun rise : the gods 
keep him company : Dharma causeth him to set : and he is 
established in truth/f The Yaksha asked, — ‘By what doth one 


* Lit. letters. — T. 

t Behind the plain and obvious meanings of the words employed 
both in the question and the answer, there is a deeper signification of 
spiritual kind. I think Nilakantha has rightly understood the passage. 
By Aditya^ which of course commonly means the Sun^ is indicated th( 
•unpurified (from wMAdin The first question 
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become learned ? By what doth he attain what is very great l 
How can one have a second ? And, O king, how can one ac- 
quire intelligence?’ Yudhishthira answered, — ‘It is by ttie 
(study of the) Srutia that a person becometh learned : it is by 
ascetic austerities that one acquireth what is very great : it is 
by intelligence that a person acquireth a second : and it is by serv- 
ing the old that one becometh wise/* The Yrksha asked, — ‘What 
constituteth the divinity of the Brahmanas ? What even is their 
practice that is like that of the pious ? What also is the hu- 
man attribute of the Brahmanas ? And what practice of theirs is 
like that of the impious?* Yudhishthira answered, — ‘The 
study of the Vedas constitutes their divinity : their asceticism 
constitutes behaviour that is like that of the pious : their 
liability to death is their human attribute : and slander is 
their impiety/ The Yaksha asked, — ‘What constitues the 
divinity of the Kshatriyas ? What even is their practice 
that is like that of the pious ? What is their human at- 
tribute? And what practice of theirs is like that of the 
impious ?’ Yudhishthira answered, — ‘ Arrows and weapons 


then, becomes, — ‘Who is it that exalteth the unpurified soul V The act 
of exaltation implies a raising of the soul from its earthly connections. 
The answer to this is, * Brahmd , i. e., Veda or self-knowledge.* The second 
question is — ‘What are those that keep company with the soul during 
its progress of purification V The answer is, ‘Self-restraint and other 
qualities, which are all of a god-like or divine nature.’ The third ques- 
tion is, — ‘Who lead the soul to its place (state) of rest V The answer is, 
1 Dharma y i. e. rectitude, morality, and religious observances.* It is 
often asserted that one must pass through the observances (Karma) 
before attaining to a state of Best or Truth or Pure Knowledge. The 
last question is, — ‘On what is the soul established ?* The answer, accord- 
ing to all that has been previously said, is *Truth or JPure Knowledge/ 
For the soul that is emancipated from and raised above all carnal con- 
nections, is no longer in need of observances and acts (Karma) but 
stays unmoved in True Knowledge (Jndna). — T. 

* Nilakantha explains both Dhriti and Dwitiya in a spiritual sense* 
There is no need, however, of a spiritual explanation here. By Dhriti 
is meant steadiness of intelligence ; by Dwitiya lit. a second. What 
Yudhishthira says is that a steady intelligence serves the purposes of a 
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Are ttelr divinity : celebration of sacrifices is that act which 
is like that of the pious ; liability to fear is their humaft 
attribute ; and refusal of protection is that act of theirs which 
is ike that of the impious/ The Yaksha asked, — ‘What is that 
which constitutes the Sctmco of the sacrifice? What the 
Yajvs of the sacrifice ? What is that which is the refuge of 
a sacrifice? And what is that which sacrifice cannot do 
without V Yudhishthira answered, — ‘Life is the Sdma of the 
sacrifice : the mind is the Yajus of the sacrifice : the Rich 
is that which is the refuge of the sacrifice ; and it is Rich 
alone which sacrifice cannot do without/* The Yaksha asked, ~ 
‘What is of the foremost value to those that cultivate ? What of 
the foremost value to those that sow ? What of the foremost value 
to those that wish for prosperity in this world ? And what of 
the foremost value to those that bring forth V Yudhishthira 
answered, — ‘That which is of the foremost value to those that 
cultivate is rain : that of the foremost value to those that sow is 
seed : that of the foremost value to those that desire prosperity 
is the cow : and that of the foremost value to those that bring 
forth is offspring/f The Yaksha asked, — ‘What person, enjoy- 


* Nilakantha explains this correctly, as I imagine, by supposing that 
by ‘sacrifice* is meant the spiritual sacrifice for the acquisition of pure 
knowledge. In the objective sacrifice which one celebrates, the Sdma r, 
the Yajus, and the Rich mantras are all necessary. In the subjective 
sacrifice for the acquisition of true knowledge, life and mind are as 
necessary as the mantras from the Sdma and the Yajus Vedas in an 
objective one. And as no objective sacrifice can do without the Richs t 
being principally dependant on them, so the subjective sacrifice for 
acquiring true knowledge can never do without prayerfulness, which, I 
i ma gine, is represented as the Ricks . To understand this passage 
thoroughly would require an intimate acquaintance with the ritual of a 
sacrifice like the Agnishtoma or any other of that kind. — T. 

+ Some texts read dpatatam for dvapatam. If the former be the 
correct reading, the meaning would be— ‘What is the best of things thab 
fall ?* Nilakantha explains both dvapatdm and nivapdtam in a spiritual 
•ense. By the first he understands— ‘They that offer oblations to the 
gods/ and by the second,— They that offer oblations to the Pitris* The 
necessity of ^spiritual interpretation) however, is not very apparent*—^ 
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ing all the objects of the senses, endued with intelligence^ 
regarded by the world and liked by all beings, though 
breathing, doth not yet live?’ Yudhishthira answered, — 
*He that doth not offer anything to these five, viz — gods, 
guests, servants, pitria, and himself, though endued with 
breath, is not yet alive/ The Yaksha asked, — ‘What is weight- 
ier than the earth itself ? What is higher t^an the heavens? 
‘What is fleeter than the wind ? And what is more numer- 
ous than grass V Yudhishthira answered, — ‘The mother 
is weightier than the earth : the father is higher than 
the heavens : the mind is fleeter than the wind .* and our 
thoughts are more numerous than grass/ The Yaksha asked, — 
‘What is that which doth not close its eyes while asleep ? 
What is that which doth not move after birth ? What is that 
which is without heart ? And what is that which swells with 
its own impetus V Yudhishthira answered, — ‘A fish doth not 
close its eyes while asleep : an egg doth not move after birth : 
a stone is without heart: and a river swelleth with its own 
impetus/ The Yaksha asked, — ‘Who is the friend of the exile ? 
Who is the friend of the house-holder ? Who is the friend of 
him that ails? And who is the friend of one about to 
die?’ Yudhishthira answered, — ‘The friend of the exile in a dis- 
tant land is his companion : the friend of the house-holder is 
the wife : the friend of him that ails is the physician : and the 
friend of him about to die is charity/ The Yaksha asked,— 
‘Who is the guest of all creatures? What is the eternal 
duty ? What, O foremost of kings, is amrita ? And what 
is this entire Universe ?’ Yudhishthira answered, — ‘ Agni 
is the guest of all creatures : the milk of kine is amrita : 
JE Toma (therewith) is the eternal duty : and this Universe 
consists of air alone/* The Yaksha asked, — ‘What is that 
which sojourneth alone ? What is f that which is re-born 
after its birth ? What is the remedy against cold ? And what 
is the largest field V Yudhishthira answered, — ‘The Sun sojourn- 
eth alone: the moon takes birth anew: fire is the remedy 


, * Yudhishthira has the authority of the gruti s for saying that the 
onenervading clement of the universe is air — T. 
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against cold : and the Earth is the largest field/ The Yaksha 
asked, — ‘What is the highest refuge of virtue ? What of 
fame ? What, of heaven V And what, of happiness V Yudhish^ 
thira answered,— ‘Liberality is the highest refuge of virtue : 
gift, of fame : truth, of heaven : and good behaviour, of hap- 
piness/ The Yaksha asked, — ‘What is the soul of man ? Who 
is that friend bestowed on man by the gods ? What is man’s 
chief support ? And what also is his chief refuge V Yudhish- 
thira answered, — ‘The son is a man's soul : the wife is the 
friend bestowed on man by the gods : the clouds are his 
chief support : and gift is his chief refuge/ The Yaksha 
asked, — ‘What is the best of all laudable things ? What is the 
most valuable of all his possessions ? What is the best of 
all gains ? And what is the best of all kinds of happiness V 
Yudhishthira answered, — ‘The beat of all laudable things is 
skill : the best of all possessions is knowledge : the best of 
all gains is health : and contentment is the best of all kinds 
of happiness/ The Yaksha asked, — ‘What is the highest duty 
in the world ? What is that virtue which always beareth 
fruit? What is that which, if controlled, leadeth not x to 
regret? And who are they with whom an alliance can- 
not break V Yudhishthira answered, — ‘The highest of duties 
is to refrain from injury : the rites ordained in the Three 
(Vedas) always bear fruit: the mind, if controlled, lead- 
eth to no regret: and an alliance with the good never 
breaketh/ The Yaksha asked, — ‘What is that which, if re- 
nounced, maketh one agreeable ? What is that which, if 
renounced, leadeth to no regret ? What is that which, if re- 
nounced, maketh one wealthy ? And what is that which, if re- 
nounced, maketh one happy V Yudhishthira answered, — ‘Pride, 
if renounced, maketh one agreeable : wrath, if renounced, 
leadeth to no regret : desire, if renounced, maketh one 
wealthy: and avarice, if renounced, maketh one happy/ 
The Yaksha asked, — ‘For what doth one give away to Br&h- 
manas ? For what to mimes and dancers ? For what to 
servants ? And for what to kings V Yudhishthira answered,—* 
‘ It is for religious merit that one giveth away to Brihmanas : 
it is for fame that one giveth away to mimes and dancers : il 
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ia for supporting them that one giveth away to servants * 
and it is for obtaining relief from fear that one giveth to 
kings/ The Yaksha asked, — 'With what is the world envelop- 
ed ? What is that owing to which a thing cannot discover 
itself? For what are friends forsaken t And for what 
doth one fail to go to heaven V YudhiBhthira answered,— 
‘The world is enveloped with darkness. Da. kness doth not 
permit a thing to show itself. It is from avarice that friends 
are forsaken. And it is connection with the world for which 
one faileth to go to heaven/ The Yaksha asked, — ‘For what 
may one be considered as dead ? For what may a kingdom be 
considered as dead ? For what may a Sraddha be considered 
as dead? And for what, a sacrifice V Yudhishthira answered, 
—‘For want of wealth may a man be regarded as dead. 
A kingdom for want of a king may be regarded as dead. A 
Sraddha that is performed with the aid of a priest that 
hath no learning may be regarded as dead. And a sacrifice 
in which there etc no gifts to Brahmanas is dead/ The 
Yaksha asked, — ‘What constitutes the way ? What hath been 
spoken of as water ? What, as food ? And what, as poison ? 
Tell us also what is the proper time of a Sraddha , and then 
drink and take away as much water as thou likest !* Yudhish- 
thira answered, — They that are good constitute the way.* 
Space hath been spoken of as water.-f- The cow is food.J A 
request is poison. And a Brahmana is regarded as the proper 


* The word used in the question is dik , lit., direction. Obviously, of 
course, it means in this connection way . Yudhishthira answers that 
the way which one is to tread along is that of the good. — T. 

t The gratis actually speak of space as water. These are questions 
to test Yudhishthira’s knowledge of the Vedic cosmogony. — T, 

% The gratis speak of the cow as the only food, in the following sense. 
The cow gives milk. The milk gives butter. The butter is used in 
Soma. The ffoma is the cause of the clouds. The clouds give rain. 
The fttin makes the seed to sprout forth and produce food. Nil&k&ntha 
endeavours to explain this in a spiritual sense. There is, however, no 
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time of a Sraddka * I do not know what thou mayst tbinK* 
of all this, G Taksha V The Yaksba asked, — ‘What hath been 
said to be the sign of asceticism ? And what is true restraint ? 
What constitutes forgiveness t And what is shame ¥ Yudhish- 
thira answered, — ‘Staying in one’s own religion is asceticism s 
the restraint of the mind is of all restraints the true one : 
forgiveness consists in enduring enmity ; and shame, in with- 
drawing from all unworthy acts.’ The Yaksha asked, — ‘What, 
O king, is said to be knowledge ? What, tranquillity ? What 
constitutes mercy ? And what hath been called simplicity ¥ 
Yudhishthira answered, — ‘True knowledge is that of Divinity, 
True tranquillity is that of the heart. Mercy consists in 
wishing happiness to all. And simplicity is equanimity of 
heart,' The Yaksha asked, — ‘What enemy is invincible ? 
What constitutes an incurable disease for man ? What sort 
of a man is called honest and what dishonest ¥ Yudhishthira 
answered, — ‘Anger is an invincible enemy. Covetousness consti- 
tutes an incurable disease. He is honest that desires the weal 
of all creatures, and he is dishonest who is unmerciful.— 
The Yaksha asked, — ‘What, O king, is ignorance ? And what 
is pride ? What also is to be understood by idleness ? And 
what hath been spoken of as grief ¥ Yudhishthira answered,—* 
‘True ignorance consists in not knowing one’s duties. Pride is 
a consciousness of one’s being himself an actor or sufferer in 
life. Idleness consists in not discharging one's duties, and 
ignorance is grief.’ The Yaksha asked, — ‘What hath steadiness 
been said by the Rishis to be ? And what, patience ? What 
also is a real ablution ? And what is charity T Yudhishthira 
answered, — ‘Steadiness consists in one’s staying in one’s own 
religion, and true patience consists in the subjugation of the 
senses. A true bath consists in washing the mind clean of 
all impurities, and charity consists in protecting all creatures.' 
The Yaksha asked, — ‘What man should be regarded as learned, 
and who should be called an atheist ? Who also is to be 

* What Yudhishthira means to say is that there is no especial tim 
for a srdddha. It is to bo performed whenever a good and able pm* 
may be secured.— T< 
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balled ignorant, what is called desire, and what are the sources 
of desire? And what is envy?* Yudhishthira answered,—* 
‘He is to be called learned who knoweth his duties. An 
atheist is he who is ignorant, and so also he is ignorant who 
is an atheist. Desire is due to objects of possession, and envy 
is nothing else than grief of heart.’ The Yaksha asked,— 
‘What is pride, and what hypocracy ? What the grace of 
the gods, and what is wickedness?’ Yudhishthira answered,— 
‘Stolid ignorance is pride. The setting up of a religious 
standard is hypocracy. The grace of the gods is the fruit of 
our gifts, and wickedness consists in speaking ill of others,* 
The Yaksha asked, — ■ i " Virtue, profit, and desire are opposed 
to one another. How could things thus antagonistic to one 
another exist together ?’ Yudhishthira answered, — ‘When a 
wife and virtue agree with each other, then all the three 
thou hast mentioned may exist together.’ The Yaksha asked, 
— ‘O bull of the Bharata race, who is he that is condemned 
to everlasting hell ? It behoveth thee to soon answer the 
question that I ask !’ Yudhishthira answered, — ‘He that 
summoneth a poor Brahmana promising to make him a gift 
and then tells him that he hath nothing to give, goeth to ever- 
lasting hell. He also must go to everlasting hell who imputes 
falsehood to the Vedas , the scriptures, the Brahmanas, the 
gods, and the ceremonies in honor of the Pitris. He also go- 
eth to everlasting hell who though in possession of wealth, 
never giveth away nor enjoyeth himself from avarice, saying, 
he hath none.* The Yaksha asked, — ‘By what, O king, birth, 
behaviour, study, or learning, doth a person become a Brah- 
mana ? Tell us with certitude 1’ Yudhishthira answered,— • 
‘Listen, O Yaksha ! It is neither birth, nor study, nor learning, 
that is the cause of Brahmanhood. Without doubt, it is 
behaviour that constitutes it. One’s behaviour should always 
“be well-guarded, especially by a Brahmana. He who main- 
taineth his conduct unimpaired, is never impaired himself. He, 
however, whose conduct is lost, is lost himself. Professors 
and^pupils, in fact, all who study the scriptures, if addicted 
to wicked habits, are to be regarded as illiterate wretches* 
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even that hath studied the four Vedas is to be regarded as a 
wicked wretch scarcely distinguishable from a Sudra (if hia 
conduct be not correct). He only who performeth the Agni - 
hotra and hath his senses under control, is called a Brahmana l* 
The Yaksha asked, — ‘What doth one gain that speaketh agree* 
able words ? What doth he gain that always acteth with 
judgment ? What doth he gain that hath many friends ? And 
what he, that is devoted to virtue V — Yudhishthira answered, 
— ‘He that speaketh agreeable words becometh agreeable to 
all He that acteth with judgment obtaineth whatever he 
seeketh. He that hath many friends liveth happily. And ha 
that is devoted to virtue obtaineth a happy state (in the next 
world)/ The Yaksha asked, — ‘Who is truly happy ? What ia 
most wonderful ? What is the path ? And what is the news l 
Answer these four questions of mine, and let thy dead brothers 
revive !* Yudhishthira answered, — ‘0 amphibious creature, a 
man who cooke th in his own house, on the fifth or the sixth 
day, scanty vegetables, but who is not in debt and who stirretb 
not from home, is truly happy. Day after day countless crea- 
tures are going to the abode of Yama ; yet those that remain 
behind believe themselves to be immortal What can be more 
wonderful than this ? Argument leads to no certain conclusion; 
the prwtis are different from one another : there is not even one 
Ri8hi whose opinion can be accepted as infallible : the truth 
about religion and duty is hid in caves: therefore, that alone ia 
the path along which the great have trod. This world full of 
ignorance is like a pan. The sun is fire, the days and nighta 
are fuel. The months and the seasons constitute the wooden 
laddie. Time is the cook that is cooking all creatures in that 
pan (with such aids) ; this is the news/ The Yaksha asked,— 
«Thou hast, O repressor of foes, truly answered all my ques- 
tions ! Tell us now who is truly a man, and what man truly 
possesseth every kind of wealth/ Yudhishthira answered,— 
‘The report of one’s good action reacheth heaven and spreadetb 
over the earth. As long as that report iasteth, so long is a 
person called a man. And that person to whom the agreeable 
and the disagreeable, weal and woe, the past and the future, 
are the saure, is said to possess every kind of wealth/ The 
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Taksha said, — ‘ Thou hast, O king, truly answered who is a 
man, and what man possesseth every kind of wealth. There* 
fore, let one only amongst thy brothers, whom thou mayst 
wish, get up with life !’ Yudhishthira answered, — ‘Let this 
one that is of darkish hue, whose eyes are red, who is tall 
like a large 8ala tree, whose chest is broad and arms long, 
let this Nakula, 0 Yaksha, get up with life !’ The Yaksha 
rejoined, — ‘This Bhimasena is dear unto thee, and this Arjuna 
also is one upon whom all of you depend ! Why, then, 
O king, dost thou wish a step-brother to get up with life ? 
How cansfc thou, forsaking Bhima whose strength is equal to 
that of ten thousand elephants, wish Nakula to live ? People 
said that this Bhima was dear to thee. From what motive 
then dost thou wish a step-brother to revive ? Forsaking 
Arjuna the might of whose arm is worshipped by all the sons 
of Pandu, why dost thou wish Nakula to revive?’ Yudhish- 
thira said, — ‘If virtue is sacrificed, he that sacrificeth it, is 
himself lost. So virtue also cherisheth the cherisher. Therefore, 
taking care that virtue, by being sacrificed, may not sacrifice 
us, I never forsake virtue. Abstention from injury is the 
highest virtue, and is, I ween, even higher than the highest 
object of attainment. I endeavour to practise that virtue, 
Therefore, let Nakula, 0 Yaksha, revive ! Let men know 
that the king is always virtuous ! I will never depart from 
my duty. Let Nakula, therefore, revive ! My father had two 
wives, Kunti and Madri. Let both of them have children. 
This is what I wish. As Kunti is to me, so also is Madri, 
There is no difference between them in my eye. I desire 
to act equally towards my mothers. Therefore, let Nakula 
live V The Yaksha said, — 'Since abstention from injury is 
regarded by thee as higher than both profit and pleasure, there* 
fore, let all thy brothers live, 0 bull of the Bharata race !’ " 
Thus ends the three hundred and twelfth Section in th« 
Aaraneya of the Yana Parva. 



Section CCCXIII. 

( Araneya Parva continued . ) 

Vaigampayana continued.—" Then, agreeably to the words 
ef the YaksEa, the Pandavas rose up ; and in a moment their 
hunger and thirst left them. Thereupon Yudhishthira said, 
*Iask thee that art incapable of being vanquished and that 
Btandest on one leg in the tank, what god art thou, for I 
cannot take thee for a Yaksha ! Art thou the foremost of 
the Vasus, or of the Rudras, or the chief of the Maruts ? 
Or, art thou the lord himself of the celestials, the weiider 
of the thunder-bolt ? Each of these my brothers is capable 
of fighting an hundred thousand warriors ; and I see not the 
warrior that can slay them all ! I see also that their senses 
have been refreshed, as if they have sweetly awaked from 
slumber. Art thou a friend of ours, or even our father himself V 
At this the Yaksha replied, — c O child, I am even thy father, 
the Lord of justice, possessed of great prowess ! Know, 0 bull 
of the Bharata race, that I came hither desirous of beholding 
thee ! Fame, truth, self-restraint, purity, candour, modesty, 
steadiness, charity, austerities, and Brakv)iacharya> these are 
my body! And abstention from injury, impartiality, peace, 
penances, sanctity, and freedom from malice are the doors 
(through which I am accessible). Thou art always dear to me ! 
By good luck thou art devoted to the five ;* and by good luck 
also thou hast conquered the six.f Of the six, two appear 
in the first part of life ; two in the middle part thereof ; and 
the remaining two at the end, in order to make men repair to 
the next world. I am, good betide thee, the Lord of justice ! 
I came hither to test thy merit. I am well-pleased to witness 
thy harmlessness ; and, 0 sinless one, I will confer boons on 


* That is, tranquillity of mind, self-restraint, abstention from seus- 
nal pleasures, resignation, and Yoga meditation.— T. 

t That is, hunger, thirst, sorrow, bluntness of moral feeling, decre- 
pitude, and .death,— T+ 
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thee. Do thou, O foremost of kings* ask of me boons ! I 
shall surely confer them, O sinless one ! Those that revere 
me, never come by distress !* Yudhishfchira said, — ‘Yon deer 
is carrying away the Brahmana's fire-sticks. Therefore, the 
first boon that I shall ask, i3, — May that Brahmana’s adorations 
to Agni be not interrupted !’ The Yaksha said, — c O Kunti's 
Bon endued with splendour, it was I who for examining thee, 
was carrying away, in the guise of a dec~, that Brahmana's 
fire-sticks !* ” 

Yaicampayana continued. — “ Thereupon that worshipful 
one said, — T give thee this boon ! Good betide thee ! O 
thou that art like unto an immortal, ask thou a fresh boon S* 
Yudhishthira said, — ‘We have spent these twelve years in the 
forest ; and the thirteenth year is come. May no one recognise 
us, as we spend this year somewhere f ” 

Vanjamp&yana continued . — “ Thereat that worshipful one 
replied, — ‘I give this boon unto thee i* And then reassuring 
Kunti’s son having truth for prowess, he also said, — ‘Even if, 
O Bharata, ye range this (entire) earth in your proper forms, 
no one in the three worlds shall recognise you. Ye perpe- 
tuator of the Kuru race, through my grace, ye will spend 
this thirteenth year, secretly and unrecognised, in Virata’s king- 
dom ! And every one of you will be able at will to assume 
any form he likes ! Do ye now present the Brahmana with 
his fire-sticks. It was only to test you that I carried them 
away in the form of a deer ! O amiable Yudhishthira, do thou 
ask for another boon that thou mayst like I I will confer it 
on thee. O foremost of men, I have not yet been satisfied 
by granting boons to thee ! Do thou, my son, accept a third 
boon that is great and incomparable ! Thou, O king, art 
born of me, and Vidura of a portion of mine l' Thereat Yu- 
dhishthira said, — ‘It is enough that I have beheld thee with 
my senses, eternal God of gods as thou art ! O father, what- 
ever boon thou wilt confer on me I shall surely accept gladly \ 
May I, O lord, always conquer covetuousness and folly and 
conger, and may my mind be ever devoted to charity, truth, 
and ascetic austerities !’ The Lord of justice said, — ‘Even by 
nature, 0 Pandava, hast thou been endued with these quali* 
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ties : for thou art the Lord of justice himself ! Do thou again 
attain what thou askest for 1’ ” 

Vaigampayana continued. — “ Having said these words, the 
worshipful Lord of justice, who is the object of contemplation 
of all the worlds, vanished there ; and the high-souled Pan- 
davas after they had slept sweetly, were united with one another. 
And their fatigue dispelled, those heroes returned to the her- 
mitage, and gave back that BrAhmana his fire-sticks. That 
man who peruseth this illustrious and fame- enhancing story of 
the revival (of the Pandavas), and the meeting of father and 
son (Dharma and Yudhishthira), obtaineth perfect tranquillity 
of mind, and sons and grand- sons, and also a life extending 
over a hundred years ! And the mind of that man that 
layeth this story to heart, never delighteth in unrighteous- 
ness, or in disunion among friends, or misapropriation of 
other persons' property, or staining other people’s wives, or in 
foul thoughts !” 

Thus ends the three hundred and thirteenth Section in the 
Araneya of the Yana Parva. 


Section CCCXIV. 

( Araneya Parva continued .) 

Vai^ampayana continued. — “ Commanded by the Lord of 
justice to thus spend in disguise the thirteenth year of non- 
discovery, the high-souled Pandavas, observant of vows and 
having truth for prowess, sat before those learned and vow- 
observing ascetics that from regard were dwelling with them 
in their exile in the forest. And with joined hands they 
said these words, with the intention of obtaining permission 
to spend the thirteenth year in the manner indicated. £nd 
they said, ‘Ye know well that the sons of Dhritarashtra have 
by deceit deprived us of our kingdom, and have also done ns 
many other wrongs ! We have passed twelve years in the 
forest in great affliction. The thirteenth year only, which we 
are to spend unrecognised, yet remaineth. It behovetl* you 
to permit us now to spend this year in concealment ! Those 
rancorous enemies of ours, Suyodhana, the wicked-minded 
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Kama, and Suvala’s son, should they discover us, would do 
mighty wrong to the citizens and our friends ! Shall we all, 
with the Br&hmanas, be again established in our own king- 
dom V Having said this, that pure-spirited son of Dharma, 
king 7udhishthira, overwhelmed with grief and with accents 
choked in tears, swooned away. Thereupon the Brahmanas, 
together with his brothers, began to cheer him up. Then 
Dhaumya spake unto the king these words draught with 
mighty meaning,— ‘0 king, thou art learned and capable of 
bearing privation, art firm in promise, and of subdued sen- 
ses ! Men of such stamp are not overwhelmed by any cala- 
mity whatever. Even the high-souled gods themselves have 
wandered over various places in disguise, for the purpose 
of overcoming foes, Indra for the purpose of overcoming 
his foes, dwelt in disguise in the asylum of Giriprastha, in 
Nishadha and thus attained his end. Before taking his 
birth in the womb of Aditi, Vishnu for the purpose of des- 
troying the Daityas passed a long time unrecognised, assum- 
ing the form of the Horse-necked . Then how disguising him- 
self in the form of a dwarf, he by his prowess deprived Vali 
of his kingdom, hath been heard by thee ! And thou hast 
also heard how Huta$ana, entering into water and remaining 
in concealment, achieved the purpose of the gods. And, O thou 
versed in duty, thou hast heard how Hari with the view of 
overcoming his foes, entered into Sakra’s thunder-bolt, and 
lay concealed there. And, O sinless one, thou hast heard of 
the office the regenerate Rishi Aurva at one time performed 
for the gods, remaining concealed in his mother’s womb. 
And, O child, living in concealment in every part of the 
earth, Vivaswat, endued with excellent energy, at last entirely 
burnt up all his foes. And living disguised in the abode of 
Da 9 aratha, Vishnu of dreadful deeds slew the Ten-necked one 
in battle. Thus remaining in disguise in various places, high- 
souled persons have before this conquered their enemies in 
battle/ Thus cheered by these words of Dhaumya, the vir- 
tuous^ Yudhishthira, relying on his own wisdom and also that 
acquired from the scriptures, regained his composure. Then 
that foremost of strong persons, the mighty-armed Bhimasena 
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endued with great strength, encouraging the king greatly, 
spake these words, — ‘Looking up to thy face (for permission), 
the wielder of the Gandiva , acting according to his sense of 
duty, hath not yet, O king, shown any rashness ! And although 
fully able to destroy the foe, Nakula and Sahadeva of dreadful 
prowess have been ever prevented by me ! Never shall we 
swerve from that in which thou wilt engage us ! Do thou tell 
us what is to be done ! We shall speedily conquer our enemies l* 
When Bhimasena had said this, the Brahmanas uttered bene- 
dictions on the Bharatas, and then obtaining their permission, 
went to their respective quarters. And all those foremost of 
7ati8 and Munis versed in the Vedas, exceedingly desirous of 
again beholding the Pandavas, went back to their homes, 
And accompanied by Dhaumya, those heroes, the five learn- 
ed Pandavas, equipped in bows, set out with Krishna. And 
each versed in a separate science, and all proficient in mantras 
and cognisant of when peace was to be concluded and when 
war was to be waged, those tigers among men, about to enter 
upon a life of non-recognition, the next day proceeded for 
a Kros and then sat themselves down with the view of taking 
counsel of each other. ” 

Thus ends the three hundred and fourteenth Section in the 
Araneya of the Yana Parva. 
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tTM Government of the pleased %o coikkbM* 

Be. 2,800, in aid of the EngBsb TO^slitioo ft The 

project has now secured the support of all the Local CkM^erniimits, wit! 
the single exception of the Central Provinces. May I indulge the hep; 
that that Government will also show its appreciation pf thg undertaking 
in tig* usual way t % 

I 4lso beg to acknowledge with thanks a contribution of {to, goo 
ffcOBfcfito Excellency Nawab Selar Jung, minister of XL H. the Jfiaansu 
It is scarcely necessary for me to say that I am profoundly grate* 
full* Bis Excellency for this act of munificence. That His Excellency, 
a llabomedan nobleman, has not hesitated to patronise a Hindu pub- 
lication, redounds greatly to his enlightenment and culture* The fat' 

h, that in India, stringent as are the distinctions between race and race* 

* 

lardh&Md and-ereed, those distiBctioD* prevent* neither. iheHinda juw Ahfr 
Urtom to from I^Htopethising with each other in matters outside the 
wleof religion. As regards literature in especial, ■which, aa we have said 
Jfe our prospectus, is *a cosmopolitan concern,’ the Hindus have never dig- 
lApaded 8n$ set Hafiz for being a Moslem, as, indeed, our fellow-sub- 
•$tete of the VbJkm faith hare beep known to respect V&lmiki and Vy Isa 
-though they uti Hindus, I hope that following the N^wab’s noble 
^jpple, tbe other Rnttt of Hyderabad will accord their supper! to 
th« project on which I five embarked. 

PEOTAP CHANDRA BOY, 

Secretary to the D&tavya Bhdrat « K^ryilayd. — 
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